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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  March  6«  1815. 

ITIONS      RESPECTING      TAB      COEN 

Laws.]     Earl   Sianhope  said,  he  had  a 
great    number    of   petitions  numerously 
signed,  to  present  to  their  lordships  against 
any  alteration  in  the  Corn  Laws.     One  of 
these,  he  said,  was  signed  by  between  9 
and  lOjOOO  persons;  a  second  was  signed 
by  about  ihe  same  number ;  another  by 
between  7  and  8000,  and  so  forward :  all 
were  signed  in  a  yery  short  space  of  time. 
Would  that  House  of  Parliament,  in  which 
they  were  emphatically  told  the  other 
night,  they  should  attend  to  the  wishes  of 
Ihe  people  of  Scotland,  in  the  case  of  the 
Trial  by  Jury,  refuse  to   attend  to  the 
wishes  of  the  people  of  England,  so  gene- 
rally and  unequivocally  expressed  ?     He 
hoped  the  House  would  keep  in  that  sen- 
timent, and  attend  to  the  wishes  of  persons 
out  of  doorS)  on  a  subject  to  which,  he 
Irtifted,  their  lordshipf  would  feel  it  their 
duty  to  pay  particular  attention,  and  one 
that  interested    the    individuals   deeply. 
He  cordially  agreed  in  the  opinion  ex- 
pressed by  some,  and  these  not  merely 
distressed  laborious  persons,  but  persons 
in  a  most  respectable  line,  that  the  change 
proposed  to  be  made,  would  make  their 
present  bad  condition  much  worse,  that 
Ihey  might  be  said  to  fall  «  out  of  the 
frying-pan  into  the  fire/     On  this  subject, 
he  should  wifth  their  lordships  would  take 
into  serious  consideration  those  principles 
which  be  had  laid  down,  and  in  the  con- 
acious  confidence  of  support    given    to 
their  lordships  last  year  for  new- modelling 
ihe  system  with  respect  to  those  engaged 
(VOL.  XXX.) 


in  pursuits  of  agriculture.  He  did  not 
believe  a  system  so  calculated  to  aiigment 
in  every  way  the  direct  taxes  of  that 
nature  and  description  could  have'  been 
devised ;  it  was  in  fact  taxing  the  people 
upon  compound  interest.  If  their  lord- 
ships would  proceed  rightly  in  so  importani 
a  case,  they  would  go  into  a  consideration 
of  the  principles  on  which  the  revenue 
ought  to  be  raised,  and  to  record  those 
principles.  These  were  his  sentiments 
upon  points  which  he  trusted  their  lord* 
ships  would,  ere  it  might  be  too  late,  take 
into  their  earnest  consideration.*— His  lord- 
ship then  presented  petitions  from  White- 
chapel,  from  St.  Botolph,  from  the  Tower- 
hamlets,  from  Chatham,  signed,  as  he 
observed,  by  a  great  number  of  true  men 
of  Kent,  as  were  two  other  petitions  from 
JRochester  and  Deptford,  also  in  the  county 
of  Kent,  and  from  several  other  places;  in 
all  about  ten  petitions. — ^The  petitions 
Were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  Earl  of  Derby  presented  a  petition 
from  Great  and  Little  fiolton,  in  the  county 
palatine  of  Lancaster,  also  against  the 
Com  Bill.  His  lordship  observed,  that, 
though  from  his  connexion  with  that 
place,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  present  their 
petition  for  the  consideration  of  parlia- 
ment, he  by  no  means  agreed  in  the 
prayer  which  it  contained.  Thinking,  at 
he  did,  that  the  measure  now  in  its  pro- 
gress was  calculated  to  prove  advatageoufl 
to  the  country,  he  should  give  it  his  sup- 
port, whatever  unpopularity  it  might  ex- 
pose him  to. '  He  was  sure  that  the  mea- 
sure was  not  pregnant  with  the  evils  ap^ 
prehended  from  its  operation.  If  he 
thought  it  wu,  he  would  be  one  of  the 
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last  men  to  countenance  its  adoption ;  and 
he  hoped  the  petitioners  would  gWe  him 
the  credit  of  acting  to  the  best  of  his 
judgment.  The  petition  was  most  re- 
spectably signed,  and  was  deserting  of 
every  consideration.— Ordered  to  lie  oo 
the  table. 

The  Duke  of  Suuex  stated,  that  he  had 
a  petition  to  present  to  their  lordships, 
praying  also,  that.no  alteration  may  be 
made  in  the  corn  laws.  '  In  presenting 
It,  however,  he*  wished  to  be  understood  as 
giving  no  opinion  whatever  upon  the  sub- 
ject. When  it  should  be  under  discussion, 
he  would  attend  to  what  might  be  said 
upon  both  sides  of  the  question,  and  draw 
his  conclusions  therefrom,  according  to 
the  best  of  his  jucfgment.  At  the  same 
tin>e,  he  would  take  this  opportunity  of 
•aying,  that  from  his  present  view  of  the 
subject,  there  appeared  to  him  to  be  a 
necessity  for  farther  investigation,  and  he 
.must  deprecate  any  thing  like  an  attempt 
to  hurry  a  question  through  the  House  of 
«uch  primary  consequence.  He  should  apt 
upon  the  principle  he  had  referred  to,  and 
^would  pledge  himself  no  further.  His 
Boyal  Highness  then  presented  the  pe- 
tition, which  was  from  certain  inhabitants 
of  the  town  and  neighbourhood  of  Ham- 
mersmith. 

.  Lord  Grcnvilk  said,  he  had  likewise 
several  petitions  to  present  to  the  same 
effect,  and  those  so  numerously  and  re- 
spectably signed  by  landholders,  as  well 
as  others,  that  he  trusted  their  lordships 
would  be  fully  convinced  of  the  extreme 
impropriety  oF  precipitation  and  hurry, 
in  dealing  with  a  question  in  which  so 
great  a  proportion  of  the  population  of 
the  country  took  so  deep  an  interest. 
The  6rst  petition  which  he  begged  leave 
to  present  to  their  lordships  was  from  the 
merchants,  maniifacturers,  cotton  spinners, 
and  others  in  and  about  the  town  of  Man- 
chester, signed  by  52,(K)0  persons.  Con- 
sidering the  great  respectability  and  num- 
ber of  those  by  whom  this  petition  was 
signed,  he  thought  it  would  be  proper  ta 
luove  that  the  petition  be  read  at  length. 
The  petition  was  accordingly  read,  and 
stated  the  mischiefs  which,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  petitioners,  would  result  from  a 
perseverance  in  the  proposed  alteration  in 
the  corn  laws,  hy  raising  the  price  of  pro- 
visions in  general,  sending  skilful  workmen 
out  of  the  country  to  France,  the  United 
States  of  America,  8cc.  and'  ultimately 
proving  highly  injurious  even  to  the 
owners  of  land.    The  petition  was  laid 


oa  the  table.  His  lordship  then  presented 
petitions  to,  the  same  effect  from  the  parish 
of  St.  Leonard's,  Shored  itch,  signed  by 
about  18,000  persons  in  two  days;  from 
Wap])ing,  from  Plymouth,  from  Trow* 
bridge,  and  several  places  in  the  county 
of  Sussex;  in  all  about  twelve  petitions. 

The  Earl  of   Darnley  addressed    the 
House  at  some  length  upon  the  general 
subject  under   consideration,  which    he 
seemed  to  think  was  still  much  miscon- 
ceived and  misrepresented.     He  adverted 
to  some  farther  information  that  would  be 
necessary  to  illustrate  certain  points  he 
had  advanced  in  discussion  on  a  former 
evening,  and  for  which  he  intended   to 
move.    He^would  again  beg  lea? e  to  enter 
bis  protest  against  the  use  of  any  language^ 
in  or  out  of  the  House,  which  might,  from 
mistaken  zeal,  tend  in  any  degree  to  irri- 
tate those  feelings  which   were  already 
much  misled  on  the  subject.     It  was  for- 
tunate, after  what  he  had  observed  against 
the  first  part  of  a  statement,  that  the  ne- 
cessary effect  of  the  measure  to  the  con- 
sumer would  be,  to  advance  the  aTeraga 
price  of  corn  to  609.,  that  he  could  refer 
to  an  important  fact,  which  was  so  far  de- 
cisive upon  the  subject,  which  was,  that  the 
price  of  the  best  wheat  that  day  at  Mark- 
lane,  had  fallen  5s.  per  quarter.    This,  he 
t/osted,  woald  have  its  due  effept  upon  the 
public  mind,  which  was  misled  on  more 
than  one  point  connected  with  the  subject. 
Of  these  were  the  'asserted  facts,  that  the 
quartern  loaf  would  rise,  were  the  price  at 
80«.,  to  \6d.  or  \Bd.  On  this  head,  he  had 
advanced  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  quartern 
loaf,  under  any  fair  operation,  ought  not 
to  exceed  Is.    To  bring  this  part  of  the 
subject  more  fully  before  the  House,  he 
would  move  for  aecounts  of  the  average 
price  of  wheaten  floor,  and  the  average 
price  of  the  qoactern  loaf,  during  the  last 
ten  years ;   which  he  doubted  not  would 
■hew  that  under  no  fair  operation,  the 
price  being  at  80f.  that  of  the  quartern 
loaf  hereafter  would  exceed  a  shilling. 
There  was  one  other  point  to  which  he 
would  claim  the  attention  of  their  lord- 
ships, namely,  to  a  false  aistclion  which 
bad  been  made,  including  a  gross  absurdity 
-~that  the  object  of  those  who  advocated 
the  pending  measure,  was  to  raise  the  price 
of  corn  permanently,  so  as  to  make  the 
subsistence  of  the  people  dearer  hereafter. 
He,  for  one,  would  declare  in  the  face  of 
their  lordships  and  the  country,  that  if  he 
thought  or  believed  that  this  or  any  other 
measare  would  have  fucb  a  permanent 
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effect,  he  would  not  support  it.  On  the 
contrary,  be  in  bis  contcience  believed  the 
effect  would  be  ultimately  very  different. 
He  would  ref^eat,  that  if  he  thought  it 
would  have  the  injurious  effects  alluded 
tO|  he  certainly  would  not  vote  for  the 
*  measure.  The  noble  earl  concluded  by 
moring  for  accounts  to  the  efi'ect  above 
stated,  which  were  ordered  to  be  laid  be- 
fore the  House  accordingly. 

Hblleston  Election  Bill.]  Lord 
GrenvUU  wished  once  more  to  call  the 
attention  of  their  lordships  to  the  proceed- 
ings on  the  Helleston  Election  Bill.  As 
it  now  stood,  he  thought  it  must  lie  unno* 
liced  on  their  lordships  table  till  evidence 
was  produced.  Last  year  petitions  were 
presented  both  for  and  against  the  Bill ; 
Ibis  year  there  were  none  on  either  side. 
One  course  that  might  be  adopted  in  this 
.  situation,  was  to  send  to  the  Commons  for 
minutes  of  the  evidence  on  which  they 
had  proceeded.  He  did  not  mean  it  to  be 
considered  as  evidence* upon  which  their 
lordships  were  to  act,  but  merely  as  away 
of  obtaining  information.  He  was  not 
prepared  to  recommend  any  proceeding 
in  preference  to  another,  but  perhaps  the 
appointment  of  a  committee  for  the  pur- 
pose of  investigating  the  matter  might  be 
preferred. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  entirely  agreed 
with  the  noble  lord  on  the  subject.  He 
agreed,  that  if  the  case  was  made  out,  the 
principle  of  the  Bill  should  be  adopted ; 
the  more  so,  as  he  objected  to  the  more 
general  measure  called  Parliamentary  Re- 
form. If  the  House  should  go  into  the 
consideration  of  the  Bill,  he  would  carry 
into  the  discussion  no  prejudice  or  pre- 
sumption oo  one  side  or  the  other.  He 
saw  no  objection  to  sending  a  message  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  for  the  information 
on  which  they  bad  passed  the  Bill.  They 
miffht  then  summon  the  witnesses  called 
berore  that  House,  and  proceed  to  examine 
them  on  their  own  authority.  The  evi- 
dence might  be  the  lame,  or  it  might  be 
very  different ;  but,  in  either  case,  they 
would  be  guided  by  their  own  judgments. 
He  agreed  it  would  be  better  to  wait  a  few 
days  longer. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  suggested  that 
a  message  to  the  effect  proposed  was  sent 
to  the  House  of  Commons  last  year.  They 
might  now  send  for  any  additional  evi- 
dence. As  to  the  other  alternative  of  ap- 
pointing a  committee,  he  thought  it  the 
beat,  particularly  if  it  was  directed  to 


report  precedents  of  the  proceedings  in^ 
other  cases. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  it  was  likely 
petitions  would  be  eent  op  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  subject  should  be 
deferred  to  Thursday  se'nnight. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMOJ^S. 

Monday,  March  0. 

Pbtitioms  respecting  the  Corn 
Laws.]  This  being  the  last  day  for  re^ 
ceiving  private  petitions,  the  Speaker  en- 
tered the  House  at  a  quarter  past  three, 
and  formed  a  House  immediately  after 
prayers.  After  some  private  petitions  had 
been  received,  numerous  petitions  were 
presented  by  difierent  members,  from 
nearly  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  praying 
that  no  alteration  might  be  made  in  the 
Corn  laws. 

Mr.  Cahert,  on  presenting  the  petitioi^ 
from  the  borough  of  Southwark,  observed, 
that  the  shortness  of  the  time  had-  only 
enabled  7,50()  inhabitants  to  sign  it ;  but 
there  was  no  doubt  that  the  petitioa 
which  would  be  prepared  for  another 
place,  would  be  signed  by  more  than  three 
tiroes  that  number.  He  took  that  oppor- 
tunity of  adding,  that  the  object  of  this 
petition  was  not  to  entreat  consideration 
whether  76«.  or  SOs.  were  the  fittest  price, 
but. decidedly  to  pray,  that  no  alteration 
whatever  might  be  made  in  the  corn  laws. 
Mr,  Barclay  presented  one  from  the 
manor  of  Ciapham,  signed  by  7,70(> 
persons. 

Mr.  Blackburn  presented  ten  petitions 
from  different  parts  of  Lancashire ; 
amongst  them  was  the  petition  from  Man- 
chester, which  was  signed  by  54,000  in- 
habitants.    On  this  being  presented. 

General  Gatcoyne  took  occasion  to  ob- 
serve, that  when  he  had  commented  on 
the  unpopularity  of  this  measure  in  Lan- 
cashire, an  hon.  member  for  Lancaster 
bad  saidy  that  the  people  were  rather 
friendly  than  adverse  to  it.  He  would 
only  ask  whether  the  many  thousands  of 
names  signed  to  all  the  petitions  from 
those  parts,  did  not  prove  directly  the 
contrary  ? 

The  petition  from  Manchester  was 
ordered  to  be  read.  It  set  forth  the  une* 
quivocal  and  unanimous  opinion  of  the 
petitioners,  that  the  Bill  was  the  most  on- 
advised  and  injudicious  measure  ever 
brought  forward :  that  the  petition**^ 
were  convinced  it  woald  have  the  effect 


7]        HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 


PeiUioitt  reipecting  tht  Cem  Idteu, 


L8 


of  raiding  the  price  of  labour,  and  dimi- 
nishing the  demand  for  oor  own  manu- 
factureg.  It  alladed  to  the  great  improve- 
ments in  the  cotton  machinery  on  the  con** 
tinent,  by  which  an  important  rivalship 
wo^uld  exist  towards  us,  that  could  not  fail 
to  undermine  our  manufactures*  if  this 
measure  were  passed  into  a  law ;  the  pe* 
titioners  therefore  viewed  it  with  the 
greatest  alarm,  and  prayed  it  might  be 
rejected. 

Sir  Robert  Peel  said,  that  it  was  not 
without  some  uneasiness  be  rose  on  this 
occasion.  He  thought  the  petition  must 
show  the  unanimous  opinion  entertained 
of  the  Bill  in  this  large  manufacturing 
town.  He  begged  the  House  also  to  ob- 
serve, that  the  petition  was  not  urged  by 
any  wantof  attachment  to  the  government; 
for  during  the  most  pressing  periods  of  the 
war,  the  people  of  Manchester  had  ab- 
stained from  all  complaints,  because  they 
had  hoped  that  the  return  of  peace,  when- 
ever it  might  arrive,  would  cause  a  cessa- 
tion of  their  burthens.  He  had  witnessed 
their  feelings  on  former  occasions  with 
great  uneasiness,  as  they  arose  from  a  want 
of  bread  ;  but  when  they  were  told  that 
it  would  be  injurious  to  publish  their  com- 
plaints, they  submitted  to  their  hard  con* 
dition  with  the  most  praiseworthy  silence. 
He  considered  the  present  Bill  as  the  most 
injurious  and  unprecedented  measure 
which  had  occurred  in  his  time,  as  it  went 
to  afifect  an  immensely  numerous  s|nd  loyal 
body  of  people,  who  had  supported  go- 
vernment by  their  labour  and  the  advan- 
tages derived  from  its  exercise.  Was  it, 
then,  to  be  endured;  that  ministers  should 
l|:nd  themselves  to  such  a  measure  ?  He 
would  tell  them  that  they  had  but  one 
interest  to  consult,  and  that  was,  to  sup- 
port the  labourer  in  manufacturing  in- 
dustry. Was  it  intended  that  we  should 
for  the  future. only  live  on  the  produce  of 
our  land  ?  If  so,  what  would  become  of 
the  resources  from  our  manufactures,  when 
our  machinery  should  be  lost?  He  was 
persuaded  our  manufacturers  would  not  sit 
still  and  see  their  trade  frittered  away  and 
destroyed :  they  would  go  abroad  and 
exert  themselves  where  their  labour  would 
be  properly  appreciated,  and  enable  them 
to  procure  the  necessaries  of  life.  He, 
however,  yet  hoped,  that  as  the  injurious 
tendency  of  the  measure  must  now  be 
evident,  it  would  not  be  suffered  to  proceed, 
but  that  ministers  would  convince  the 
anxious  multitude  that  they  were  alive  to 
their  real  and  vital  interesu.    The  ikct 


was,  that'  the  more  the  measure  became 
known,  the  more  generally  it  was  exe* 
crated  and  condemned.  The  people  were 
not  to  be  cajoled  by  such  arguments  as 
that  the  Bill  would  give  tbem  cheap  bread: 
they  knew  better;  they  knew  the  thing 
was  impossible;  and,  considering  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  the  measure, 
he  hoped  the  House  would  not  suffer  it  to 
proceed  further. 

Mr.  Philips  said,  that  the  petitions  before 
them  were  a  complete  answer  to  the  idea 
that  the  minds  of  the  people  were  changed. 
Upon  no  question  were  their  opinions  so 
unanimous.  It  had,  indeed,  been  said  that 
popular  clamour  was  raised  on  thisoccasion, 
which  was  .rather  a  curious  term  from  a 
representative  to  his  constituents.  At  all 
events,  the  present  petition  had  no  ten* 
dency  to  inflame,  it  was  argumentative 
and  rational;  it  came,  in  fact,  from  a 
quarter  not  remarkable  for  public  meet* 
ings ;  for  the  practice  at  Manchester  waa» 
if  a  requisition  was  transmitted  to  the 
proper  officer  to  convene  a  meeting,  a 
counter  one  was  also  sent  by  a  greater 
number  of  persons,  and  consequently  no 
meeting  was  assembled.  This  practice  he 
strongly  reprobated  ;  it  went  to  discoun- 
tenance the  fair  and  constitutional  expres- 
sion  of  public  feeling.  What  rendered 
the  present  petition  of  greater  value  was^ 
that  it  was  signed  by  those  whb  heretofore 
objected  to  general  meetings.  A  great 
deal  had  been  said  of  the  sufferings  of  the 
agriculturist.  On  this  point  he  would  only 
say,  that  an  artificial  extension  of  what 
^as  called  their  protection  wouM  increase 
their  sufferings.  Whatever  public  evil 
existed,  the  manufacturer  bore  his  part  of 
the  pressure:  his  wages  were  getting 
lower,  ^s  the  petition  stated^  and  were 
likely  to  continue  so.  Great  manufac* 
turing  and  commercial  distress  prevailed, 
to  the  vital  injury  of  those  undeniable 
sources  of  national  wealth  and  prosperity. 
The  petitioners  had  further  stated,  that 
artisans  were  rapidly  emigrating  to  France; 
and  what  would  not  be  the  consequence 
of  an  increase  of  those  emigrations  ?  The 
hon.  member  concluded  by  adverting  to 
the  enormous  increase  of  the  manofac* 
turing  population  of  Lancashire.  In  the 
year  1690  it  amounted  but  to  234,805; 
it  was  now  828,000.  Such  an  increase 
was  entitled  to  the  serious  reflection  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Cawihome  said  a  few  words  in  ex- 
planation of  his  former  opinion,  relative  to 
the  change  in  the  people's  minds  upon  the 
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Bobiect  of  this  Bill.  To  the  meatare  he 
had  given  hit  conscientious  sapport.  He 
denied  that  it  wu  precipitated  through 
the  House*  having  been  fully  before  them 
during  a  week's  discussion.  The  hon. 
baronet  had  referred  to  the  manufacturer's 
sttSering*  but  the  general  support  of  the 
poor  felTdecidedly  upon  the  landed  interest. 
The  hon.  baronet  should  have  observed, 
that  he  had  not  been  much  a  resident  in 
that  part  of  the  country.  He  did  not 
knowi  perhaps,  that  considerable  relief 
bad  been  afibrded  to  the  people  during  that 
period  of  distress  to  which  be  had  alluded. 

General  Gascoyne  repeated  his  previous 
observations,  and  said,  that  the  proof  of 
thefr  truth  was  to  be  found  in  the  1 18,000 
signatures  and  upwards,  from  that  county 
alone« 

Sir  R.  Ped  replied  to  an  observation 
which  fell  from  Mr.  Caw( borne,  respecu 
ing  his  not  having  an  accurate  loiowledge 
of  the  opinions  of  the  people  of  Lanca- 
shire, in  consequence  of  bis  not  having 
resided  for  some  time  in  thai  county^  by 
asserting,  that  although  he  had  been  par- 
tially absent  from  ihe  county,  he  would 
have  the  hon.  gentleman  understand  that 
his  great  capital  bad-  been  constantly  em- 
ployed  in  it,  and  had  contribnted  to  the 
support  of  the  people,  whose  sentiments 
he  could  not  but  know  as  well  as  any  man. 

Sir  WiUiam  Curtis  rose  to  present  a  Pe- 
tition, signed  by  40,000,  and  upwards,  of 
the  merchants,  bankers,  and  traders  of  the 
city  of  London.  There  never  was  assem- 
bled a  more  orderly  meeting;  attempts 
were  made  to  introduce  extraneous  topics 
for  its  consideration,  which  the  good  sense 
of  the  assembly  altogether  rejected.  It 
was  composed,  said  the  worthy  alderman, 
of  all  parties  in  the  city.  Whig  and  Tory, 
High-cburch  and  Low*chnrcb,  Dissenter 
and  Non-conformist.  The  worthy  baro- 
net contended  that  the  representatives  of 
the  people  of  England  should  not  shut 
their  ears  to  the  people's  voice. 

Sir.  Jamts  Skaw  warmly  applauded  the 
temper  of  the  meeting  from  which  the 
petition  emanated.  It  was  carried  with  the 
utmost  and  most  unexamp^led  unanimity. 

Mr.  Baring  wished  to  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  saying  that  he  believed  a  more 
numerous,  respectable,  and  unanimous 
meeting  had  never  been  assembled,  than 
that  at  which  the  present  petition  was 
agreed  to.  He  entirely  concurred  in  the 
sentiments  stated  in  that  petition.  He 
believed  that  the  measure  now  in  progress 
through  the  Housoj  was  substantially  a 


measure  having  no  other  ttkei  but  that  of 
raising  a  considerable  revenue  from  the 
consumers  of  bread  £or  the  purpose  of 
raising  the  rentsof  land— [hear,  bear!]  He 
congratulated  the  House  on  tibe  short  delay 
which  had  already  been  gained.  If  it  had 
not  been  for  the  adjournment,  for  one  day, 
which  he  had  been  fortunate  enough  to 
succeed  in  obtaining,  on  a  former  stage^ 
at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  cili* 
zei^s  of  London  would  not  have  had  aa 
opportunity  of  stating  their  sentiments  to 
the  House,  before  this  important  period  in 
the  discussion.  The  great  city  of  West- 
minster, where  the  two  Homes  of  Parlia* 
ment  were  held,  had  not  even  yet  been 
heard  on  the  subject  The  hurry  with 
which  the  measure  had  been  carried 
through,  had  prevented  them  from  yea 
having  a  representative  from  that  great 
city  ID  the  House.  The  absence  of  one 
of  the  members  was  sufficiently  accounted 
for;  but  the  other  member,  the  worthy 
baronet,  who  had  always  been  sucb  a  zest* 
lous  defender  of  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people,  would  no  doubt  be  anxioaa  to 
come  forward  on  such  an  important  occa^ 
sion  as  the  present  j  and  he  mast,  at  least, 
have  been  on  the.  road  from  the  moment 
that  he  heard  €>£  the  measure.  The  dis- 
tant parts  of  the  country  had  been  taken 
by  surprise ;  they  thought  the  subject  had 
been  set  at  rest  last  year ;  and  many  of  the 
towns,  from  the  precipitate  manner  adopt- 
ed, had  not  yet  been  able  to  express  them- 
selves. It  was  not  enough,  in  an  impor<« 
tant  question  of  this  kind,  in  wbicb  the 
whole  community  were  so  deeply  inte- 
rested, to  have  long  discussions  in  that 
House;  it  was  their  doty  to  give  the 
people  ^ime  to  express  their  sentiments. 
To  every  attempt  he  saw  to  hurry  thia 
measure,  he  should  give  his  decided  op« 
position. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikms  said,  that  so  far 
from  the  signatures  to  the  petition  being 
only  40,000,  upwards  of  40,000  had  signed 
it  on  Saturday.  He  had  on  Friday  night 
earnestly  intreated  the  House  to  postpone 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill ;  but  the 
result  was  known.  It  really  seemed  as  if 
the  purpose  of  this  precipitation  was  to 
prevent 'the  petition  from  receiving  three 
times  the  number  of  signatures  that  wer^ 
already  affixed  to  it.  ['  No,  no,'  from  dif«* 
ferent  parts  of  the  House.]  At  all  events, 
be  said,  it  had  that  eflbct.  The  unanimous 
proceedings  which  had  lately  transpired, 
fortified  the  view  which  he  had  originally 
taken  upon  this  subject.    This  petition. 


II]      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

together  with  those  of  the  maQufacturing 
districts,  shoo  Id  induce  the  House  not  to 
proceed  any  further  with  the  measure. 

Lord  Loicelkt  presented  a  similar  peti- 
tion from  Leeds,  subscribed  by  24-,000 
persons;  and  petitions,  from  Wakefield, 
Pontefract,  and  some  other  places  in  the 
West  Riding  of  Yorkshire.  He  said,  he 
believed  there  was  a  very  general  disap- 
probation of  the  Bill  in  the  manufacturing 
districts. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilfy  presented  a  similar 
petition  from  Westbury.  He  concurred 
entirely  in  the  sentiments  of  the  persons 
petitioning,  and  thought  the  present  one 
of  the  most  injurious  measures  ever  brought 
forward  in  that  House.  He  lamented  ex- 
ceedingly th^t  such  an  important  subject 
abould  be  carried  through  with  such  pre- 
cipitation, and  that  they  should  appear 
VDwiUing  to  hear  the  sentiments  of,  the 
country. 

Mr.  WhUktad  presented  similar  peti- 
tions from  Derby,  Great  Bedwin,  and 
Hammersmith. 

Mr.  Yarhe  presented  a  petition  from  the 
corporation  of  the  conservators  of  the 
Bedford  Level,  stating  their  distressed 
state,  and  praying  for  an  alteration  in  the 
corn  laws.  It  was  rather  too  much  for 
gentlemen  who  took  the  opposite  tide  of 
the  question,  to  say  that  they  expressed 
the  sentiments  of  the  people.  That  they 
expressed  the  sentiments  of  a  part,  he  was 
ivilling  to  admit.  How  easy  was  it  to  get 
petitions  signed  in  great  towns  like  Lon- 
don ?  The  agricuhuriits  had  not  the  same 
opportunities  of  coming  forward  as  the 
inhabitants  of  great  towns.  The  sense  of 
the  people  was  much  divided  on  this 
question,  and  it  was  therefore  a  proper 
subject  for  the  decision  of  parliament.  If 
the  agriculturists  could  be  collected  toge- 
ther to  petition,  the  difference  in  number 
would  not  be  great.  The  petitioners  had 
redeemed  between  5  and  400,000  acres  of 
land  from  the  water,  under  the  guarantee 
of  parlismeat,  and  they  now  claimed  ito 
protection. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  il  seemed  to  be  held 
^oot  by  those  who  favoured  the  present 
Bill,  that  the  agriculturists  were  all  on  its 
side.  Now,  he  would  maintain,*  for  he 
bad  had  communications  from  rarious  re» 
spectable  quarters  on  the  subject,  that  the 
tenantry  and  labourers  in  general  felt  no 
interest  whatever  in  the  price  at  which  the 
protecting  duty  should  be  fixed^[Hear, 
bear!].— He  wc^ld  repeat  it,  that  the 
labourers  ia  agriculture,   and   even  the 
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tenantry,  had  no  interest  in  the  present 
question.  He  believed  the  prevailing 
sentiment  among  the  tenantry  was,  that 
this  was  the  landlord's  affair,  and  not 
theirs,  for  they  could  only  pay  to  the 
landlord  what  they  could  anbrd  after  de- 
fraying their  other  expenses.  But  to  talk 
of  the  labourer  was  altogether  ridiculous. 
Whether  wheat  was  l20orB0t.  the  quarter, 
he  could  only  expect  dry  bread  ib  the 
one  case,  and  dry  bread  in  the  other ;  and 
they  therefore  had  no  interest  whatever  ia 
it«  With  respect  to  petitions  from  the 
Fens,  he  could  not  but  Express  his  opinion, 
that  if  any  persons  were  more  entitled 
than  others  to  the  thanks  of  their  country^ 
it  was  those  who  made  land  productive  ; 
but  there  happened  to  be  evidence  as  to 
these  fens  in  (he  report  before  the  House* 
That  evidence  was  decidedly  against  SOi.; 
and  therefore,  if  the  persons  best  ac- 
quainted with  land  of  that  description  did 
not  consider  80s.  as  a  necessary  price  for 
the  protection  of  the  petitioners,  he  con* 
stdered  it  conclusive  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Methum  begged  to  assure  the  House^ 
that  the  petitions  he  had  presented  that 
day  were  not  signed  by  maneiactorers 
alone,  but  that  they  contained  the  names 
of  many  land-owners,  who  were  convinced 
of  the  injurious  tendency  of  the  measure* 

Mr.  Home  Sumner  presented  a  petition 
from  the  inhabitants  of  Croydon  against 
the  Bill,  and  observed,  that  as  he  had 
already  brought  up  one  from  the  same 
place  of  a  different  tendency,  he  could  not 
butx  regret  that  while  he  performed  his 
duty,  he  should  have  to  differ  in  his  opi- 
nion from  any  portion  of  his  constituefits* 
'  Mr.  Calerqft  presented  a  petition  from 
the  inhabitanU  of  Rochester,  signed  by 
8,700  names.  The  hon.  gentleman  de* 
clared  he  fully  concurred  in  the  prayer  oi 
the  petition,  and  hoped  the  House  would 
even  now  find  it  necessary  to  pause  in 
their  precipitancy. 

Mr.  M.  A,  Taylor  presented  a  petition 
against  the  Bill  from  Poole,  which,  he 
said,  was  numerously  signed;  not  by^- 
manufacturers,  for  there  were  no  persons 
of  this  description  in  the  town,  but  by  mer* 
chants  and  others,  many  of  whom,  were 
considerable  landholders.  He  trusted* 
that  if  the  House  should  agree  to  the  Bit!, 
the  people  would  sit  down  quietly  under 
it ;  but,  for  his  own  part,  he  would  give  it 
his  utmost  opposition.*— The  same  hon. 
member  g^ve  notice  of  a  motiocr  relative 
to  Wills ;  and  also  of  another,  for  a  Bill  to 
abolish  the  punishment  of  the  Pillory. 
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Congress  at  Vienna*]  On  tb^  motion 
for  going  into  a  committee  on  the  Corn 
BUI. 

Mr.  Whiibread  did  not  rise  to  object  to 
Ibe  Speaker's  leaving  tbe  chair*  but  there 
were  other  orders  of  the  day  on  which  he 
wished  to  obtain  some  information.  He 
desired  to  know,  if  tbe  discussion  on  the 
Corn  B\\[  should  last  long,  how  it  was 
intended  to  dispose  of  the  question  on  the 
renewal  of  the  Bank  Restriction  Act. 
And  he  desired  particularly  to  know  what 
the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord  Palmerston) 
meant  to  do  in  that  case  with  the  Mutiny 
Bill }  While  he  was  on  his  legs,  seeing  the 
noble  viscount  in  the  blue  ribbon  (Castle* 
reagh)  in  his  place,  he  wished  to  ask  if  the 
time  for  making  those  disclosures  which 
had  been  called  for,  but  withheld  in  his 
absence,  was  at  band,  and  if  they  might 
toon  expect  him  to  come  down  with  a 
message  from  the  Prince  Regent  on  the 
subject  of  bis  late  important  mission  ? 

Lord  CaulereagksM,  he  should  be  happy 
to  give  .the  hon.  gentleman  every  informa- 
tion in  his  power,  but  at  present  he  was 
not  able  to  intimate  to  him  when  any  com- 
munication on  the  subject  referred  to  was 
likely  to  be  made  from  the  Prince  Regent. 
When  he  should  know  such  a  message  was 
to  be  brought  down,  be  would  not  fail  to 
giv&doe  notice  of  it  If,  before  this  was 
done,  the  hon.  gentleman  should  wish 
to  obtain  information  on  any  particular 
point,  he  thought  it  would  be  best,  that  he 
should  raise  some  question»>that  after 
tome  days  had  elapsed,  he  should  call  for 
that  which  he  thought  neceuary.  The 
hon*  gentleman  would  certainly  under- 
stand  that,  under  present  circumstances, 
ibe  explanations  which  he  (lord  Castle* 
reagh)  could  give,  would  be  in  many 
respects  limited.  If,  however,  the  hon. 
gentleman  called  for  any  information 
which  he  might  consider  desirable,  it 
would  enable  him  (lord  Castlereagh)  to 
state  what  disclosures  he  could  make 
wi^ttt  injury  to  the  pu)>lic  service.  At 
present  he  could  only  say,  though  tbe  pro- 
ceedings were  not  closed,  yet  much  had . 
been  done  ;  and  it  was  important  to  add, 
that  what  was  done,  bad  been  done  with 
Ihe  general  concurrence  of  all  the  great 
Powers,  who  bad  made  every  arrangement 
for  .upholding  those  decisions  which  had 
been  dictated  by  the  common  interest  of 
all.  All  the  great  poinu  in  which  this 
country  was  especially  concerned,  had 
been  met  by  all  tbe  Powers  in  a  spirit  of 
peace,  and  arranged  perfectly  to  bis  satis- 


faction,  and  be  hoped  in  a  manner  that 
would  prove  satisfactory  to  the  whola 
House. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad  ihou{^hi  the  noble  lord 
most  have  misunderstood  the  intent  of  his 
question.  He  had  asked  if  he  did  not  pro- 
pose to  give  some^  information  to  the 
House ;  for  what.ever  the  noble  lord  might 
have  been  told  by  his  colleagues,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  did  think  the  time  was  come  when 
some  information  ought  to  be  given  froia 
the  Prince,  or  from  the  noble  lord  in  hit 
place,  without  being  called  for.  From  tha 
answer  he  had  received,  he  could  hardly 
believe  the  noble  lord  was  the  man  who 
had  been  at  Vienna ;  for  what  had  fallen 
from  him  was  but  a  continuation  of  that 
system  of  evasion  which  had  been  prac- 
tised in  hit  absence.  It  would  be  mott 
satisfactory  to  the^House  that  the  informa- 
tion to  be  given  should  come  spontaneously 
from  the  noble  lord ;  but  if  no  communi- 
cation was  to  be  made  to  that  House  be- 
fore the  Easter  holidays,  he  Yijpuld  cer- 
tainly move  for  that  which  he  thought 
necessary.  He  repeated,  however,,  that 
it  would  be  best  that  ^he  noble  lord  should 
give  what  he  thought  himself  at  liberty  to 
offer,  and  it  would  then  be  for  the  House 
to  determine  whether  or  npt  that  was 
sufficiently  ample  and  satisfactory. 

Lord  Coiilaiagh  replied,  that  whatever 
communications  the  Crown  might  have  to 
make,  would  be  made  at  the  proper  period  ; 
but  if  the  hon.  gentleman  wished  for  any 
information  in  the  present  instance,  he 
was  at  liberty  to  call  for  it;  and  he  might 
be  enabled  in  that  case  to  state  how  the 
business  of  the  Congress  now  stood,  and 
whether  that  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
might  desire  should  be  produced,  could  or 
could  not  be  given.  That  which  had  been 
done,  had  not  yet  received  its  full  ratifica* 
tion.  Most  important  questions  bad  been 
decided,  and  the  determinations  of  the 
Congress  had  been  reduced  to  articles; 
but  these  not  having  yet  been  ratified, 
could  not  be  produced.  What  bad  been 
done,  had  been  done  (he  repeated  it)  with 
the  concurrence  of  all  the  great  Powers, 
and  every  thing  had  been  satisfactorily 
arranged  that  regarded  tbe  peculiar  inte- 
rests of  this  country. 

Mr.  fVhitbread  inquired  if  he  was  to  un- 
derstand, that  unless  some  member  moved 
for  information,  the  noble  lord  proposed 
to  remain  altogether  silent  on  these  great 
subjects  ?  * 

Lord  Castlereagh  had  not  intended  to 
assert  this,  but  in  the  present  state  of 
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things  his  commonications  most  necesia* 
rily  be  limited.     ' 

Mr.  fVkiibread  wished  to  know  if  he  was 
to  understandj  that  at  any  given  time  the 
noble  lor^  would  lay  any  information  be* 
fore  the  House,  as  a  ministeri  or  as  a  mem* 
ber  of  parliament  ? 

Lord  Cttsilenagh  said,  not  as  a  minister 
certainly* 

Lord  Pdmrnton^  in  answer  to  the  ques- 
tion put  to  him«  said,  if  the  discussion  on 
the  Com  Bill  should  not  take  up  much 
of  the  time  of  the  House,  it  was  his  inten- 
tion to  proceed  with  the  Mutiny  Bill  that 
evening*  If,  however,  the  House  should 
be  occupied  till  a  late  hour  in  the  commit- 
tee, be  was  willing  to  postpone  it  to  a 
futore  day. 

Mr.  Whithread  then  gave  notice,  that  on 
an  early  vacant  day  he  would  raise  a  ques- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  noble  viscount's 
mission,  which  would  give  the  noble  vis- 
count an  opportunity  of  laying  before  the 
House  such  information  as  he  might  give 
consistently  with  his  duty. 

CoaN  Bill.]  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  House  to  resolve  itself  into  a  com- 
mittee on  th^  Corn  Bill.  On  the  question, 
that  the  Speaker  do  leave  the  chair. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  rose  to  object  to  it. 
He  said,  that  improper  motives  had  been 
imputed  to  the  landed  proprietors;  but, 
however  faulty  their  motives  might  have 
been,  the  blame  was  more  attributable  to 
the  Government,  who  had  given  their  sanc- 
tion to  the  measure,  when  their  duty 
ought  to  have  pointed  out  to  them  that 
they  had  no  right  or  business  to  interfere 
between  two  parties  so  situated  as  were 
the  lauded  proprietors  and  the  manufac- 
turing interests ;  nay,  indeed,  as  appeared 
from  the  innumerable  petitions,  he  might 
say  between  the  landed  interest  and  a  vast 
majority  of  the  whole  nation.  But  he  must 
DOW  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
real  question,  which  was  this.  The  Go- 
vernment wanted  to  wind  up  the  expenses 
of  the  war;  the  sum  was  no  less  than 
20,000,0001. ;  and  in  order  to  prevail  on 
the  landed  interest  to  support  them  in  the 
measures  necessary  to  raise  this  sum,  mi- 
nisters  had  thrown  oat  the  alluring  bait  of 
giving  their  aid  to  this  measure  respecting 
the  corn  laws.  It  was  in  vain  to  come  to 
any  fiiir  decision  on  the  subject  by  the 
means  which  had  been  proposed;  the  only 
way  to  meet  the  matter  fairly,  would  be 
by  an  immediate  reduction  of  the  rentt; 
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*  and  looking  the  subject  honestly  in  the 
face,  with  a  due  recollection  of  what  had 
taken  place  in  the  case  of  the  rents  since 
1791,  be  thought  a  reduction  of  one-third 
might  very  reasonably  take  place,  which 
would  be  a  most  wholesome  relief  to  the 
cultivator  of  the  soil.  The  House  was  told 
that  80s.  was  a  very  fair  and  moderate 
price,  but  on  what  authority  did  they  re* 
ceive  this  information  ?   Look  to  the  re* 
port,  and  it  would  be  found,  that  they  were 
to  bottom  themselves  on  the  opinions  of 
land-surveyors,  who  received  a  per-cent* 
age  according  to  the  high  value  they  put 
upon  rents,  by  which,  according  to  the  ar- 
goments  held  up  in  favour  of  the  pre- 
sent measure,  the  landholders  were  to  fix 
the  price  of  com  on  the  whole  population 
of  the  kingdom.    The  true  method  of  pro- 
cedure would  be  to  lower  the  rents,  which 
could  not  fail  to  produce  the  best  possible 
effect,  and  would  render  the  present  very 
unpopular  measure  totally  unnecessary* 
He  was  himself  a  considerable  landholder; 
and  from  the  first  moment  of  his  being  so, 
be  had  always  objected  to  high  rents,  as 
tending  to  prevent  all  good  offices  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  and  to  weaken,  if  not 
in  course  of  time  finally  to  destroy  that 
desirable  attachmentwhtch,  in  his  opinion, 
ought  ever  to  subsist  between  persons  so 
closely  and  intimately  connected  in  point 
of  mutual  interests.    He  thought  the  pre* 
sent  measure  might  be  avoided  by  em- 
powering the  Prince  Regent,  with  the  ad- 
vice of  his  privy  council,  to  stop  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  com,  whenever  it 
might  be  found  necessary,  and  by  that 
means  make  the  measure  a  temporary  one. 
In  addition  to  this,  it  ought  to  be  the  pecu« 
liar  care  and  conduct  of  ministers  to  intro- 
duce economy  into  every  department,  both 
civil  and  military;    and   he  had  not  a 
doubt  but  by  these  means  the  country 
would  be  relieved  from  its  present  pres- 
sure, without  resorting  to  a  measure  so  un- 
popular as  the  present  Bill  evidently  waa 
to  the  whole  nation.     He  wished  most 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
landed  interest  to  the  melancholy  eventa 
which  were  consequent  on  the  French  re* 
volution.    He  would  beg  them  to  recol- 
lect who  were  the  persons  that  formed  the 
great  mass  of  the  refugees  who  emigrated 
to  this  country  on  that  lamentable  occa* 
sion.    They  would  find   that   the    great 
majority  of  these  unhappy  fiigitives  front 
their  native  land  were  great  landed  pro- 
prietors, who  had  brought  on  the  revolu- 
tion and  the  direful  fffecU  attendant  on  it^ 
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by  rack  rentt,  and  treatinf^  with  contempt 
the  calls  of  a  suffering  people,  groaning 
Qoder  their  weight  and  pressure. 

Mr.  Horace  Si.  Paul  declared,  that  he 
would  not  have  troubled  the  House  with 
the  expre<)$ion  of  his  sentiments,  but  for 
the  precipitation  that  marked  this  measure 
in  every  stage  of  its  progress — precipitate 
be  would  call  it,  with  respect  to  the  coun- 
try, in  not  aifording  the  people  an  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  their  opinions  on  the 
subject—precipitate,  likewise,  as  it  re- 
spected the  members  of  parliament,  in  not 
granting  them  a  sufficient  time  to  form 
their  judgment— and,  finally,  he  conceived 
it  precipitate  even  for  the  ministers,  from 
the  impaiatimi  that  might  be  cast  on  them, 
of  hurrying  it,  as  if  they  were  apprehen- 
aive  of  its  justice  and  policy :  and  cer- 
tainly such  an  opinion  might  naturally  be 
entertained,  for  the  refusal  of  a  reasonable 
time  to  examine  its  expediency,  displayed 
symptoms  of  such  an  apprehension.  He 
had  now  risen  to  enter  his  protest  against 
their  proceedings^  and  ^fter  having  given 
the  most  anxious  consideration  to  the  sub- 
ject, he  had  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  that 
mil  legislation  on  the  article  of  dorn  was 
in  the  present  instance  unwise  and  prema- 
ture ;  and,  however  he  might  think  a  pro* 
tecting  price  ultimately  necessary  for  the 
farmer,  he  would  oppose  such  a  law,  while 
we  were  still  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of 
the  aflfairt  of  Europe.  At  present  it  was 
impossible  to  decide  on  this  question  ;  and 
it  might  be  esteemed  somewhat  presump- 
tuous to  settle  a  price  before  we  could  as- 
certain the.  state  of  our  currency,  and  our 
various  relations  with  other  powers.  We 
weFe  now  proceeding  in  darkness  and 
ignorance,  without  even  that  knowledge  to 
direct  us  which  we  might  have  expected 
from  its  being  made  a  ministerial  question. 
But  what  most  have  been  the  surprise  of 
the  House  to  find  that  the  speech  of  the 
righl  hon.  gentleman  who  so  modestly  in- 
trodoced  this  measure,  contained  no  infor- 
mation on  the  subject-^nothing  new— no- 
thing to  instruct.  The  hon.  member  next 
observed,  that  the  evils  sufTered  last  year 
by  the  agriculturists  Ao  longer  existed; 
there  was  now  na  glut  of  foreign  corn  in 
the  market,  no  property -tax,  and  the  war 
with  Amecica  was  now  terminated  ;  theae 
circomstancea  should  weigh  considerably 
in  the  decision  of  this  question.  The 
House  likewise  should  cumider  wh<T  those 
persons  were  that  promoted  this  measure, 
who  the  committee  were  that  sat  on  the 
fubject.    Many  of  then  were  prejudiced 
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in  favour  of  it.  Who  were  the  evidence  ? 
Men  whose  characters  were  raised  in  pro- 
portion to  the  rise  of  land.  Every  land- 
holder, he  coAtended,  was -interested  in 
this,  for  they  would  gain  cona^derably  in 
the  amount  of  their  rents.  If  corn  was 
raised  from  00s,  to  70is.  the  landlord  would 
gain  a  guinea  an  acre;  if.to  80f.  he  would 
gain  21,  lis.  [A  laugh,  and  cries  of  Hear, 
hear !]  The  House  might  be  surprised  at 
this.  Gentlemen  might  laugh  within  thos« 
walls,  buttherewasbut  little  laughing  on  this 
subject  without  them.  But  he  would  prove 
his  assertion.  An  acre  of  land,  at  a  low 
average,  produced  three  quarters  of  wheat. 
If  there  was  an  increase  of  7s.  a  quarter, 
there  must  consequently  be  a  clear  gain  of 
one  guinea  an  acre ;  and  if  the  price  be 
raised  to  8O9.  he  fancied  that  on  a  fair  caN 
eolation  he  would  not  be  found  to  hav» 
over-rated  the  profiu.  As  to  the  arga- 
ment  brought  forward  by  certain  hon. 
members,  that  the  amount  of  rent  made 
no  diiTerence  in  this  question,  he  would 
not  insult  the  understandings  of  the  Housa 
by  dwelling  on  it ;  hot  he  would  assure 
them,  thattarmers  in  general  were  hostile 
to  this  Bill,  because  it  would  afford  a  pre- 
tence to  the  landlords  not  to  abate  their 
rents.  He  could  not  agre^  with  those 
who  asserted  that  low  prices  would  pro* 
duee  idleness.  He  knew  that  among  ma« 
nufacturers  a  man  might  earn  aa  much  in 
three  days  as  would  support  him  for  e 
week ;  but  in  agricultural  labour  the  busi- 
ness must  advance  regularly,  and  without 
intermission.  But  who,  he  asked,  support- 
ed the  poor  in  the  great  scarcity  i  Not 
landholders  or  fat*mers,  but  the  merchanta 
and  shopkeepers— No  one,  said  the  hon« 
gentleman,  condescended,  on  the  first 
night  of  debating  this  question,  to  mention 
the  effect  it  would  have  on  the  quartern 
loaf. '  A  worthy  baronet  (sir  James  Shaw) 
had  proved  that  when  the  average  price  of 
corn  was  80i.,  the  quartern  loaf  was  con- 
siderably above  If.;  and  his  arguments 
were  answered  only  by  the  assertion,  that 
they  were  calculated  to  stultify  the  under- 
standings of  the  House.  It  had  been 
said  that  the  people  decided  on  the  mea- 
sure by  fueling,  rather  than  reason*  How 
else,  he  would  ask,  could  they  decide, 
when  their  families  were  starving  ?  He 
prayed  the  House  to  pause  before  they 
decided  on  so  momentous  a  point;  and  de- 
clared that  although  a  friend  to  the  landed 
interest,  he  considered  the  general  welfare 
of  the  empire  as  more  important.  The  hon. 
oentleman  then  enumerated  the  various 
(C) 
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circumstiinces  which  vrere  connected  with 
this  question ;  and  observed,  that  if  the 
House  were  deficient  in  information  on  any 
one  of  these  points,  they  ought  to  pause 
nntil  they  were  perfectly  satisfied.  They 
ought  to  be  completely  acquainted  with  all 
the  circumstances  growing  out  of  the  situa- 
tion of  the  times.  At  the  present  moment, 
when  the  affairs  of  Europe  were  by  no 
means  settled,  when  a  great  variety  of  in- 
terests were  to  be  balanced,  he  thought  the 
•House  ought  not  to  precipitate  a  measure 
of  such  vital  importance.  He  considered 
the  hurrying  or  this  Bill  through  the 
House,  at  this  period,  as  originating  in  the 
grossest  prejudice  and  ignorance  of  the 
subject;  But,  at  the  same  time,  he  be- 
lieved that  there  was  not  an  individual  in 
that  House  who  was  desirous  of  raising 
the  price  of  corn  on  the  community.  The 
hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  observing, 
Uiat  they  would  assist  the  agricultural  in- 
terest more  by  abstaining,  at  present,  from 
any  interference  with  the  corn  laws,  than 
by  pressing  forward  this  or  any  other  mea- 
•ore  connected  wnh  the  subject. 

Mr.  Vyse  declared  himself  to  be  friendly 
to  the  interests  of  the  agriculturist,  which 
It  was  his  intention  to  support,  not  from 
any  partial  or  unworthy  motive,  but  be- 
caose,  if  some  measure  like  that  before 
the  House  were  not  followed  op,  the  state 
would  be  menaced  with  the  greatest 
^angen  He  was  convinced,  that  the  ef- 
fect of  the  measure  would  be,  not  to  make 
bread  dear,  but  to  make  it  permanently 
cheap.  The  Bill  before  the  House  had 
been,  in  his  opinion,  met  with  unmerited 
reprobation  within  doors,  and  with  machi* 
nationt  and  contrivances  without.  If  a 
bill  protecting  the  agriculturist,  were  not 
sanctioned  by  that  House,  the  consequence 
would  be,  that  France,  who  could  not 
fight  this  country  in  a  time  of  war,  would 
bave  the  power  of  starving  her  in  a  period 
of  peace.  From  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other,  if  the  object  and  intention 
of  the  Bill  were  clearly  explained — if  its 
merits  were  fairly  described^f  it  were 
shown  to  be  a  measure,  as  it  really  was, 
which  would  benefit  no  class  in  particular, 
but  would  be  useful  to  all-«»then  he  was 
rare  that  a  greater  number  of  persons 
would  express  themselves  in  favour  of  the 
proposed  alteration,  than  had  been  in« 
doced  to  declare  their  hostility  to  it.  Much 
clamour  had  been  unfairly  excited  against 
the  Bill ;  but  if  the  clamour  were  ten 
times  greater,  he  would  support  it.  He 
/•It  it  hit  duty,  after  coolly  and  codickb- 


Com  mi. 


po 


tiously  considering  the  question -»- after 
examining  it,  as  for  as  his  judgment  al« 
lowed  him,  in  its  various  bearings,  to  giv» 
the  measure  before  the  House,  important 
as  it  was  to  every  branch  of  the  commu* 
nity,  from  one  end  of  the  empire  to  the 
other,  his  decided  support.  To  make  the 
legislature  beloved  and  respected,  it  was 
necessary  that  they  should  act  in  a  firm 
and  determined  manner.  They  would 
never  be  able  to  keep  themselves  in  that 
proud  and  honourable  situation,  if,  by 
clamours  without  doors,  and  by  cheers 
within,  they  were  deterred  from  pursuing 
that  course,  which  their  judgment  pointed 
out  to  them  as  the  most  desirable  to  be 
followed.  It  was  not  his  intentbn,  on  the 
grounds  stated  by  an  hon.  gentleman  near 
him,  to  vote  for  80f.  as  the  protecting 
price;  but  he  would  support  769.,  and  h« 
thought,  by  so  doing,  that  he  should  be 
essentially  serving  the  best  interests  of 
the  country. 

Mr.  EUiitm  supported  the  motion,  and 
observed,  that  the  assise  of  bread  ren- 
dered the  price  of  that  necessary  of  life 
higher  in  London  than  in  the  country. 
He  thought  the  amount'  of  the  protecting^ 
price  was  comparatively  of  little  conse* 
quence.  If  16t*  was  agreeable  to  the 
country,  he  should  be  very  well  satisfied  ; 
the  object  was  to  give  confidence  to  the 
farmer.  It  would  be  most  unjust  that  the 
agriculturist,  after  sinking  his  capital  in 
his  land,  should  be  open  to  the  compe* 
tition  of  the  foreign  corn  grower,  who, 
from  the  small  burthens  to  which  he  was 
subjected,  might  undersell  him.  He  said, 
that  when  individuals  had  applied  to  hint 
on  the  subject  of  petitioning  parliament 
with  reference  to  this  measure,  he  had 
endeavoured  to  dissuade  them  from  any 
interference,  because  he  thought  the  ques* 
tion  had  better  be  left  to  the  deliberative 
wisdom  of  parliament,  which  would  adopt 
such  measures,  and  such  measures  only, 
as  were  calculated  to  benefit  the  empire 
in  general.  He  was  extremely  adverse  to 
the  line  of  argument  taken  by  those  who 
opposed  the  Bill,  which  went  to  divide  the 
country  into  two  classes,  the  agricultural 
and  the  manufacturing.  Now,  he  had 
always  considered  their  interests  as  one 
and  the  same ;  he  had  ever  looked  upon 
the  people  of  England  as  one  great  united 
body,  however  subdivided  with  respect  to 
their  pursuits  and  professions.  No  maa 
despised  clamour  more  than  be  did.  Tbejr 
were  met  together  to  do  their  doty,  and 
he  trnited  they  would  not  be  prerenied^ 
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by  noise  and  tumaUj  from  adopting  that 
which  they  conceited  to  be  a  wise.mea* 
sbre.  The  times  pressed  hard  on  the 
grower  of  corn,  and  on  every  individual 
who  was  connected  with  the  agricnltare  of 
the  country.  They  had  laid  out  their 
money  for  the  general  benefit,  and  it 
would  be  most  unjust  if  they  were  not  now 
sopported.  If  the  agricultural  interest 
were  suffered  to  decay,  the  ruin  of  the 
manufacturer,  who  would  be  unable  to 
aell  his  goods  in  consequence,  would  soon 
follow.  It  was  most  important,  in  a  na- 
tional point  of  view,  that  the  country 
should  be  rendered  adequate  to4he  supply 
of  its  population,  instead  of  depending  on 
foreign  states,  for  an  article  of  the  first 
importance.  So  desirable  a  slate  of  things 
could  only  be  produced  by  afibrding  a 
fair  remuneration  to  the  farmer ;  and  all 
the  provisions  of  the  present  Bill  went, 
he  contended,  to  procure  for  the  manu- 
facturers, and  for  the  people  in  general, 
an  abundant  supply  of  bread  at  a  per- 
manently  cheap  rate.  It  was  well  said 
by  the  celebrated  Swift,  that  be  was  the 
beat  statesman,  who  made  three  blades  of 
grass  grow  where  only  one  grew  before  ; 
and  certainly  he  who  caused  two  blades 
•f  corn  to  grow,  where  ordinarily  but  one 
appeared,  was  worthy  of  great  praise.  It 
was  to  produce  this  effect  that  the  Bill 
was  brought  forward ;  and  such  an  object, 
he  conceived,  ought  to  be  generally  sop- 
ported.  It  seemed  to  be  imagined  by 
many,  that  there  was  no  fear  of  the 
farmer  giving  up  the  cultivation  of  grain 
on  his  land^  But  if-  the  manufacturer  was 
not  properly  remunerated  for  his  skill  and 
labour,  would  he  continue  to  expend  his 
capital  ?  Certainly  he  would  not.  And, 
if  the  former  was  not  protected,  why 
ahoald  it  be  supposed  that  he  would  con- 
tinue a  losing  trade  ? 

Mr.  Cartwr^kt  spoke  in  favour  of  going 
into  the  committee,  which  was  the  proper 
place  for  aettling  what  the  protecting 
price  ought  to  be.  He  was  extremely 
aorprised  that  anj*  gentleman  should  use 
the  language  he  had  heard  in  that  House. 
It  was  said,  by  an  hon.  member,  that  it 
was  intended,  by  this  measure,  to  starve 
ibt  people.  Such  assertions,  he  knew, 
were  calculated  to  occasion  a  ferment  in 
the  public  mind  ;  hot  he  would  beg  gen* 
llemen  to  recollect,  that  when  a  ferment 
was  once  raiseil,  it  was  not  an  easy  matter 
to  cool  it  He  again  pressed  upon  the 
House  the  necessity  of  ffoing  into  the  com* 
nittee,  where  tkey  might  deliberate  on 
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the  price  with  which  it  would  be  most 
proper  to  fill  up  the- blanks.  He  trusted 
the  House  would  permit  no  farther  delay 
in  the  progress  of  this  business.  The 
measure  was  of  the  first  importance,  since 
it  went  to  render  England  independent  of 
foreign  countries,  with  respect  lo  a  con- 
stant supply  of  grain.  It  was  only  in* 
tended  to  secure  to  the  farmer  such  a  fair 
remuneration  for  his  labour,  as  would  in* 
duce  him  to  pursue  the  system  of  culti- 
vation ;  and,  so  far  from  any  blame  being 
attached  to  ministers  for  the  part  they 
had  taken  on  this  occasion,  he  conceived 
they  deserved  the  thanks  of  the  country 
for  their  exertions. 

Mr.  St.  Pmd  explained.  He  meant  not 
to  attribute  any  ill  intention  to  the  mem- 
bers of  that  House.  He  had  spoken  merely 
of  the  probable  eflect  of  the  Bill,  without 
any  improper  reference  to  the  motives  of 
those  who  supported  it. 

General  GoMccyne  said,  that  as  it  seemed 
that  no  lower  price  would  satisfy  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Bill  than  80s.  he  should  op- 
pose the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair.  The 
assertion  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that 
the  efiectof  the  measure  wopid  be  to  lower 
the  price  of  cora  was  so  extraordinary, 
that  he  had  at  the  time  thoueht  he  must 
have  misconceived  it;  but  it  had  been 
explained  by  the  surveyor-general  of 
woods  and  forests,  that  in  the  next  ten 
years  the  average  price  would  be  lowev 
than  it  had  been  in  the  last  ten  years.  Aa 
few  of  the  membera  of  the  House  might 
survive  to  disprove  this  assertion,  the  pro* 
phecy  was  a  safe  one.  If  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  could  persuade  the  people  that 
the  efllect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  lower  the 
price  of  corn,  there  would  be  little  opposi- 
tion to  it  from  them ;  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  what  the  farmers  complained  of  waa 
the  low  price,  so  that  they  would  be  ill 
satisfied,  unless  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
could  shew  them  that  it  would  raise  the 
price.  If  the  present  measure  were  car- 
ried, a  Bill  might  be  next  introduced  on 
the  part  of  the  apothecaries,  to  oblige 
the  people  to  take  a  certain  quantity  of 
physic  for  ten  years,  that  they  might  have 
the  less  to  take  the  ten  years  after.  It  waa 
clear  that  the  present  effect  of  the  Bill 
would  be  to  raise  the  price,  whatever  tha 
fotore  eflbct  might  be.  He  OMved  aa  an 
amendment,  that  the  Hoose  do  resolve 
itself  into  the  committee  on  the  firat  day 
after  the  Easter  recess. 

Mr.  Robmmm  said,  he  had  been  mvcb 
miaanderstood  by  the  gallant  general,  bnt 
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the  present  was  not  the  time  to  go  again  | 
through  the  whole  of  his  former  speech. 
If  the  gallant  general  supposed  that  he  was 
capable  of  holding  different  lines  nf  argu* 
inent  to  different  classes  of  persons,  he 
must  have  been  but  ill  acquainted  with  his 
character. 

Mr.  BulUr  stated,  that  he  had  in  his 
hand  a  petition,  signed  by  20,000  persons, 
from  the  place  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent,  against  any  alteration  in  the 
present  corn  laws.  He  hoped  the  House 
would  not  act  precipitately. 

Lord  Compton  entered  into  a  short  state* 
ment,  to  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  argu- 
ments adduced  by  an  hon.  baronet  (sir 
James  Shaw)  on  a  former  night.  He  con« 
tended  that  the  hon.  baronet's  data  led  to 
conclusions  quite  difi'erent  from  those  he 
had  drawn  from  them.  He  was  sure  the 
hon.  baronet  had  no  wish  to  mislead  the 
House,  but  when  statements  were  made, 
which  would  probably  have  a  great  effect 
on  the  public  mind,  gentlemen  ought  to 
take  care  that,  they  were  well  founded. 
The  noble  lord  then  proceeded  to  argue 
in  favour  of  the  Bill,  which  he  conceived 
absolutely  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  agricultural  interest,  and  consequently 
for  the  benefit  of  the  country  in  genera). 

Mr.  Alderman  C.  Smith  expressed  himself 
in  favour  of  the  amendment.  He  had  been 
informed,  by  several  farmers,  and  he  be* 
lieved  it  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  measure 
would  be  of  no  service  to  them,  though  it 
would  essentially  benefit  the  great  land- 
holders. 

Mr.  Prothcroe  soppofted  ^  the  amend- 
inenrt.  It  would  afford  an  opportunity  for 
considering  whether  a  inedium  price  rnight 
not  be  taken,  which  would  relieve  the 
agiculturisls,  and  yet  meet  the  general 
feeling  of  the  country.  As  to- the  obser- 
Tation  of  a  ferment  being  not  easy  to  be 
appeased,  he  would  certainly  say,  that  the 
appearance  of  precipitation  was  not  the 
best  way  of  appeasing  it. 

Sir  W,  W.  fyymi  contended,  that  it  was 
absohitely  necessary  something  should  be 
done  for  the  relief  of  the  cultivators  of  the 
soil.  He  should  certainly  vote  for  the  Bill 
going  into  a  committee,  although  he  would 
not  pledge  himself  to  the  adoption  of  any 
particular  protecting  price,  lie  was  in- 
clined to  think  that  76«.  a  quarter  would 
be  an  eligible  sum. 

Mr.  Manyati  observed,  that  when  the 
business  was  first  introduced|  the  fisct  of  no 
petitions  having  been  presented  against  it, 
Wat  advanced  ai  an  argoment  to  prove 
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that  the  popular  feeling  was  changed,  and 
that  the  measure  was  a  very  proper  one* 
Since  that  time,  however,  petitions  bad 
poured  in  from  every  part  of  the  country, 
expressive  of  the  strongest  hostility  to  the 
measure.  '  Now,  if  the  silence  of  the  peo* 
pie  in  the  first  instance,  was  insisted  on  as 
a  proof  uf  the  excellence  of  the  measure, 
he  thought  their  disapprobation,  power- 
fully expressed  as  it  had  been,  ought  to 
have  some  weight  in  the  opposite  scale. 
Hq  was  very  anxious  that  a  little  more 
time  should  be  allowed  for  considering 
the  question.  They  had  been  so  con- 
stantly employed  in  debating,  that  no  time 
had  been  left  for  thinking.  By  a  little 
delay  they  would  be  enabled  to  cone  to  a 
decision  more  consistent  with  their  own 
dignity,  and  infinitely  more  satisfactory  to 
the  public.  Impressed  with  these  senti- 
ments, he  should  vote'for  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Calcreft  thought  that  precipitation 
was   altogether    unjustifiable  'under    the 
present  circumstances,  when    the    ports 
were  shot  for  three  months.     He  most  ob- 
serve, that  on  former  occasions  the  legisla- 
ture was  not  so  precipitate. .  In  1773,  the 
bill  which  was  introduced  on  the  Ist  of 
December  was  not  out  of  the  House  till 
the  month  of  April.    In  1791,  the  bill  was 
brought  in  the  l6th  of  December,  ^nd  was 
not  passed  till  the  27th  of  May  following. 
In  IS04,  the  bill  was  brought  in  the  14th 
of  May,  and  although  it  was  late  in  the 
session,  it  was  not  passed  until  the  26th 
of  July.     He  thought  that  if  the  Bill  could 
be  arrested  in  its  course,  only  for  a  few 
short  days,  as  proposed  by  the  hon.  gene- 
ral, some  terms  of  conciliation  might  be 
fixed  on.    The  feeling  of  the  people  on 
this  subject  was  well  known  ;  and  although 
the  legislature  were  not  to  be  overawed  by 
the  expression  of  this  feeling,  yet  the  voice 
of  the  people  was  deserving  their  most 
serious  attention.  He  denied  that  the  price 
of  grain  was  falling  in  the  way  many  gen- 
tlemen ^ad  stated ;  and,  in  proof  of  his 
position,  he  quoted  the  returns  published 
in  the  Gazette,  from  which  it  appeared, 
that  in  January  last  corn  was  59s.  per 
quarter,  and  by  the  last  return  it  was 
67s.  ^d. 

Mr.  WiUiam  Smith  declared,  that  he  bad 
often  told  his  constitnents  that  on  a  qaes* 
tion  of  a  local  nature  he  should  solicitously 
obey  their  instructions,  but  that  on  one 
affecting  the  whole  community,  while  he 
listened  to  their  opinion,  he  must  be  per* 
mitted  lo  exercise  his  own  judgment.  la 
this  case,  however,  although  be  had  not 


S5]  QmBai. 

received  any  iostruckions  from  his  consti- 
toentfl  heiiad  reason  to  beliere  that  their 
opinion  and  his  own  coincided.  On ' 
the  best  examination  into  which  he  had 
been  able  to  enter  of  all  the  evidence 
on  the  table,  he  was  convinced  that  SOs, 
was  too  high  a  protecting  price.  He 
should  therefore  vote  for  the  postponement. 
—The  House  divided  on  general  Gas* 
Coyne's  motion :  Yeas,  61;  Noes,  187.  A 
second  division  then  took  place,  on  the 
question,  that  the  Speaker  do  now  leave 
the  chair«  when  the  numbers  were :  Yeas, 
J94;  Noes  54.  The  House  then  went 
into  the  committee.  The  first  and  second 
resolutions  were  agreed  to.  On  the  reso- 
lution being  read,  which  went  to  fix  the 
price  at  which  corn  might  be  imported, 

Mr.  Robhuon  rpse,  to  propose  that  the 
blank  should  be  filled  op.  by  inserting  the 
sum  of  80f.  a  quarter.  This  subject  had 
already  been  ao  folly  discussed  in  difFerent 
stages  of  the  measure,  that  he  thought  that 
the  House  would  not  now.^cxpect  him  to 
go  over  the  argument  a^in. 

General  Goicoyne  said,  that  he  should 
follow  the  example  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman. In  proposing  an  amendment  to 
the  motion,  he  thought  it  unnecessary  to 
repeat  the  arguments  that  had  already 
been  advanced ;  but  in  order  to  conciliate 
the  feelings  of  the  people  with  the  mea> 
aore  proposed,  he  should  move,  as  an 
amendmenjt,  that  the  blank  should  be  filled 
up  with  the  words  74tf.  instead  of  80t. 

Mr.  Brooke  supported  the  amendment. 

MriT  Cour/eniTy  supported  tha«amendment. 
He  bad  conversed  with  many  members 
on  this  subject ;  and  neither  from  conver- 
sations,  nor  from  any  thing  that  had  fallen 
in  that  House,  was  he  able  to  learn  upon 
what  grounds  any  member  bad  fixed  upon 
80*.  as  the  proper  price.  If  it  was  not 
apparent  why  80«.  was  the  proper  price 
for  England,  it  was  much  less  evident  rhat 
it  was  the  proper  price  for  Ireland.  If  it 
was  said  that  the  English  cultivators  could 
not  bring  their  corn  into  market  under 
80f.  he  believed  that  no  Irish  gentleman 
would  say*  that  the  Irish  cultivators  could 
not  afibrd  it  cheaper*  In  the  county  that 
be  was  most  connected  with  in  England, 
it  was  generally  supposed  that  corn  could 
be  afforded  at  a  lower  rate  than  80s. ;  and 
from  his  knowledge  of  Ireland,  he  was 
.aore  that  it  cbuld  be  grown  there  much 
cheaper.  The  Irish  cultivators  whom  he 
had  conversed  with  did  not  conceive  such 
a  price  to  be  necessary.  Unless  members 
were  satisfied  that  SOf.  was  a  price  abso- 
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lutely  necessary  for  the  protection  of  our 
agriculturists,  he  could  not  see  upon  what 
grounds  they  could  support  it. 

Mr.  Western  expresst*d  bis  anxiety  to 
go  to  the  utmost  possible  extent,  short  of 
rendering  the  measure  a  nullity,  in  orjer 
to  make  it  one  of  conciliation.  He  felt 
how  important  it  was  to  convince  the 
people  of  the  fact,  namely,  that  parlia* 
ment  were  legislating  as  much  for  their 
interest  as  for  that  of  any  particular  clasa 
of  the  community ;  but  he  would  not  con* 
sent  to  give  up  the  efficacy  of  the  Bill  for 
the  purpose  of  consulting  a  temporary 
feeling.  His  persuasion  on  the  subject 
was  founded,  not  on  theory,  but  on  expe* 
rience,  and  tnat  the  experience  of  nearly 
a  century.  For  7Q  years,  during  which 
period  the  duty  on  the  importation  of  fo« 
reign  corn  amounted  almost  to  a  prohi* 
bit  ion,  corn  in  this  country  was  at  a.price 
lower  than  it  had  been  at  anterior,  and 
than  it  was  at  subsequent  periods.  This 
was  a  fact  on  which  the  opponents  of  the 
measure  ought  to  dwell.  One  hon.  gen« 
tleman  who  had  noticed  it,  attributed  it  to 
the  poverty  of  the  country  at  that  time, 
but  of  this  there  was  no  proof.  On  the 
contrary,  from  1710  (the  period  at  which 
the  system  he  had  described  was  in  full 
operation)  down  to  .1764,  not  only  did 
agriculture  improve,  but  commerce  and 
manufactures  kept  pace  with  it.  Agri« 
culture  had,  in  fact,  so  much  improved 
within  that  interval,  that  bread  was  cheaper 
than  it  had  been  at  any  anterior  or  eubse- 
quent  periods,  while  our  exports  and  im« 
portshad  advanced  from  10  to25,00(),000/k 
per  annum.  Bui  the  great  cause  which 
called  for  the  interposition  of  the  House 
upon  this  subject  in  order  to  encourage 
agriculture  was  the  amount  of  our  taxa* 
tion,  which  So  far  exceeded  that  of  France, 
that  it  was  impossible  our  agriculture  could 
go  on,  unless  it  was  adequately  protected. 
With  a  view  to  that  protection  the  present 
measure  was  brought  forward;  and  the 
effect  of  that  measure  would,  he  was  con- 
fident, be  in  the  end  to  lower  the  price  of 
corn.  Consequently  it  would  serve  to 
benefit  the  public,  and  therefore,  he 
trusted,  that  no  popular  clamour,  which 
must  be  temporary,  would  prevent  the 
legislature  from  aaopting  a  measure,  the 
happy  resulta  of  which  nust  be  perma- 
nent. For  his  part,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  stating,  that  the  popular  clamour  should 
be  withstood,  and  the  more  so  because  he 
was  persuaded  that  it  was  mainly  the 
effect  of  delusion.    He  estimated  the  opt* 
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pies  of  the  consfcitotion,  that  he  should 


nion  of  the  people  as  highly  as  any  man ; 
but  he  would  never  give  up  his  own  right 
of  judgment,  and  he  hoped  that  «uch  was 
the  resolution  of  every  man  who  heard 
bim.  For  if  otherwisei  they  must  give 
up  even  the  government  of  the  country. 
Not  only  the  present  admini8traiion«  but 
any  other,  must  give  way  if  the -will  of 
the  people  were  to  be  uncontrollable.  He 
trusted,  therefore,  that  the  House  would 
maintain  its  honour  and  character'  by  per- 
severing in  the  course  which  it  deemed  to 
be  right ;  that  it  would  not  allow  itself  to 
be  swayed  by  petitions,  for  the  people 
night  as  well  petition  for  the  abolition  of 
their  liberties  as  for  the  abandonmenr  of 
the  measure  under  consideration!  which 
involved  their  dearest  interests.  It  was 
notorious  that  the  people  were  too  easily 
misled ;  that  there  were  but  too  many  aU 
ways  ready  to  misguide  and  inflame 
them :  those,  however,  who  were  most  for- 
ward to  flatter  the  people,  were,  they 
night  rest  assured,  very  willing  to  deceive 
them.  He  knew  that  the  people  were 
deceived  upon  this  subject,  and  thei'efore 
be  would  not  capitulate  to  their  wishes. 
Bat  his  right  to  decide  for  himself  on  all 

Eublic  questions,  was  the  doctrine  which 
e  always  avowed.  When  he  became 
candidate  for  Essex,  he  told  the  electors 
that  he  went  into  parliament  from  and  for 
them ;  but  that  he  would  not  obey  them, 
that  he  would  be  governed  on  all  occasions 
by  his  own  judgment  and  opinion,  while 
be  would  never  cease  to  consult  their  in- 
terest* That  interest  he  consulted  in  this 
instance ;  for  it  was  his  firm  convictioo 
that  the  present  measure,  if  carried  with 
doe  efficacy,  would  tend  most  materially 
to  their  benefit.  But  the  measure  was 
egregiously  misunderstood.  When  the 
people  called  out  for  cheap  bread,  they 
did  not  understand  the  meaning  of  their 
cry ;  for  the  true  meaning  of  cheap  bread 
was  nothing  else  than  cheap  laboor ;  and 
if  so  generally  comprehended,  he  had  no 
doubt  that  the  general  cry  would  be  in 
farour  of  the  measure  before  the  committee. 

PaOCBIDINGS  vrOH  CoMPLAtNT  THAT 
THB  APPaOACBBS  TO  THB  HoUSE  WBBB 
OCCUPIBD    BT   A   MlUTABY   FoBCB.]      Mr. 

Biriog  was  proceeding  to  animadvert  on 
the  observations  of  Mr.  Westenni  when 

Mr.  Lambton  rose,  and  stated,  that  on 
coming  to  the  House  in  the  discharge  of 
his  doty,  he  saw  the  avenues  to  it  sur- 
fx>nnded  br  the  military  force,  which  ap- 
paared  to  bim  lo  contrary  to  the  princi- 


move  that  the  House  do  immediately  ad« 
journ. 

Lord  CoMtkreagk  said,  that  if  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  bestowed  a  little  more 
consideration  upon  his  motion,  he  would 
have  been  aware  that  it  was  not  in  a  com- 
mittee that  it  ought  to  be  brought  for- 
ward. The  hon.  gentleman  should  also 
have  taken  the  pains  of  informing  himself, 
whether  this  military  fosce  which  he  had 
seen  was  or  was  not  under  the  command 
of  a  civil  magistrate.  [Hear,  hear !]  He 
might,  have  also  informed  himself  what 
was  the  cause  of  the  civil  magistrate 
having  called  in  the  aid  of  the  military^ 
and  whether  it  was  not  in  consequence  of 
the  House  being  surrounded  by  a  nume« 
rous  and  tumultuous  mob,  who  had  been 
brought  into  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
House  of  Commons  for  the  purpose  of 
menacing  the  members  of  that  House* 
Ifthis  was  the  true  state  of  the  case,  that 
magistrate  had  done  his  doty  who  had 
brought  the  military  into  the  neighbour-^ 
hood  of  the  House.  He  hoped  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  would  feel  that  it  waa 
highly  proper  to  defend  the  civil  power 
of  the  country ;  and  what  higher  doty  had 
that  civil  power  to  perform,  than  to  de- 
fend the  Parliament  of  the  country  from 
the  menaces  of  a  mob  ?  If  the  members 
of  that  House  were  to  be  intimidated  in 
the  discharge  of  their  public  duties  by  the 
clamour  and  menaces  of  a  mob,  they 
would  soon  cease  to  be  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people,  and  woold  be  dege- 
nerated and  degraded  to  the  condition  of 
being  themselves  a  part  of  thut  mob.  He 
hoped,  before  the  hon.  member  gave  the 
countenance  of  his  name  to  a  complaint 
against  the  employment  of  the  military, 
that  he  would  be  satisfied  they  had  been 
called  out  in  an  unconstitutional  manner, 
and  not  for  the  due  support  of  the  civil 
power,  and  the  protection  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  Parliament. 

Mr.  Lambtom  said, '  in  reply  to  the 
noble  lord,  that  in  coming  to  perform  his 
'  duty  in  the  House,  he  found  himself  me- 
naced by  a  military  force,  and  considering 
this  highly  unconstitotional,  he  thought 
some  explanation  was  due  to  Parliament. 

Lord  CoMtlereagh  said,  that  the  force  was 
called  out  in  aid  of  the  civil  magistrate, 
and  not  with  a  view  to  menace  the  mem- 
bers of  arliament. 

Mr.  W,  Fitzgerald  stated,  that  when  he 
came  down  to  attend  his  duty  in  the 
Housti  he  saw  no  military  force,  bat  he 
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•ftw  a  most  ittmulluoos  mob,  by  whom 
the  members  were  ooUared  and  dragged 
aboaU  They  were  challenged  to  tell 
Iheir  names,  and  which  way  they  bad 
voted  on  the  former  stages  of  the  bilJ,  and 
how  they  meant  to  vote  this  night.  See- 
ing an  bon.  friend  of  his  (Mr.  Croker) 
very  rudely  treated,  and  with  difficolty 
rescued  from  this  mob,  he  deemed  it  his 
duty  to  inform  the  Speaker,  as  the  first 
magistrate  in  that  House.  It  was  probably 
in  consequence  of  this  information,  that  a 
military  force  was  brought  into  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  the  Hoose-*not  to  overawe  its 
proceedings,  but  to  defend  its  members 
from  violence.  He  was  sorry  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  not  come  down  to 
the  House  a  few  hours  sooner ;  as  in  that 
case,  he  would  have  been  able  to  have 
formed  a  better  judgment  of  the  cause  of 
She  military  being  brought  into  that 
neighbourhood. 

Mr.  fVkiibread  was  not  at  all  surprised 
that  his  hon.  friend,  on  discoverinff  a  milt* 
tary  force  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
House,  should  have  taken  the  earliest  op- 
portunity of  stating  that  fact  in  his  place ; 
and  if  he  had  done  so  with  warmth,  he 
considered  that  warmth  as  venial,  inas- 
nrach  as  he  was  ignorant  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  bad  come  there.  He  eott« 
curred  with  the  noble  lord  and  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  that  if  a  tumultuous 
mob  had  insulted  the  members  of  that 
House  on  their  approach  to  it,  and  the 
civil  power  was  incompetent  to  repel  those 
insults,  it  was  proper  the  aid  of  the  mili- 
tary should  be  called  in.  But  he  thought 
it  was  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  House  to 
be  Infermed  what  had  taken  place,  te  in- 
dnce  the  Speaker  to  issue  the  mandate  to 
vrhich  allusion  had  been  made.  With 
this  view  of  the  case,  he  thought  the  best 
course  to  be  pursued  would  be  for  the 
chairman  to  report  progress,  and  ask  leave 
to  sit  again.  The  Speaker  would  then 
have  an  opportunity  of  taking  the  chair, 
and  explaining,  no  doubt  to  the  satishc^ 
tion  of  the  House,  how  it  was  that  the 
military  had  been  called  in.  The  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving,— That 
the  chairman  report  progress,  and  ask 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Lord  Ca$tlertagk  concurred  in  the  pro- 
priety of  this  suggestion,  and  said  it  would 
certainly  be  proper  for  the  Hoosa  to  be 
informed  of  the  facts  which  had  occurred, 
from  due  authority. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried, 
yid  the  Speaker  took  the  chair* 


Mr.  LaaAion  then  rose  and  complained 
to  the  House,  that,  in  bis  way  to  the  House 
this  evening,  he  had  been  nearly  rodo 
over  by  a  squadron  of  horse,  who  had 
formed  themselves  in  front  of  the  door  of 
the  House,  and  that  the  avenues  thereto 
were  beset  by  a  military  force;  and 
that  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  make  thia 
complaint,  as  he  conceived  it  to  be  a 
breach  of  ihe  constitution,  and  of  the  pri- 
vileges of  the  House,  that  the  military 
power  should  be  in  a  situation  to  overawt 
their  deliberations. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  that  in  coming  to  the 
House  his  carriage  was  surrounded  by  a 
tumultuous  mob,  who  demanded  his  name^ 
and  requested  to  know  how  he  proposed 
to  vote,  or  how  he  had  voted  upon  the 
Corn  Bill  ?  But  to  these  questions  he  de- 
clined to  make  any  reply.  However,  oa 
his  arrival  at  the  door  of  the  House,  both 
doors  of  the  carriage  were  opened,  and 
he  was  dragged  out  by  the  collar.  He 
then  received  several  blows,  his  assailants 
exclaiming  that  thej^  would  not  let  him 
go,  unless  he  declared  his  name  and  pro- 
mised to  vote  against  the  Corn  Bill.  Thia 
promise,  however,  he  refused  to  give,  and 
endeavouredi  with  all  the  strength  of 
which  be  was  capable,  to  release  himself; 
which  he  did  not  think  he  should  have 
succeeded  in  efiecting,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  violence  and  confusion  that  prevailed 
among  the  mob,  who  struck  at  one  another. 
Thus  be  contrived  to  escape  from  them, 
and  made  his  way  into  the  House  through 
the  coiTee-room  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
there  being  no  other  avenue  unimpeded  by 
the  mob.  At  the  time  he  was  so  treatedi, 
he  saw  no  soldier  whatever  about  the 
House;  and  he  was  sorry  to  say,  that  he 
derived  no  protection  from  any  constablev 
who  did  not  indeed  seem  competent  to 
afford  any  adequate  protection.  Upon 
coming  into  the  House  he  thought  it  his 
duty  to  communicate  to  the  Speaker  what 
he  had  just  stated,  adding,  that  he  under* 
stood  several  other  members  had  also  been 
ill  treated  by  the  mob,  and  be  believed  that 
the  introduction  of  a  military  force  to  aid 
the  civil  power  had  been  the  consequence 
of  auch  communication.  Were  not  such 
means  taken  for  the  protection  of  the 
members,  he  agreed  with  his  noble  friend 
in  thinking,  that  it  would  be  quite  absurd 
to  talk  of  Uie  independence  of  that  House, 
or  to  calculate  upon  the  maintenance  ojf 
its  dignity,  or  capacity  for  free  delibera- 
tion. 

Mr.  Weaker  then  desired  to  state  to  the 
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Hou8e»  his  knowledge  of  the  seTeral  steps 
taken  in  the  course  of  this  day^  which  had 
terminated  in  calling  in  the  aid  of  the 
military,  for  the  protection  of  the  House 
end  its  members :— That  before  the  House 
assembled  this  day,  seeing  the  possibility 
of  some  tumult  or  obstruction  to  the  pas* 
sage  of  the  members  to  or  from  the  House, 
he  had  directed  the  Serjeant  at  Arms  and 
Deputy  Serjeant,  with  their  messengers,  to 
keep  the  lobby  clear  of  ail  strangers,  be- 
fore the  House  met,  and  so  long  as  it 
should  continue  to  sit :  That  he  had  sent 
the  Deputy  Serjeant  at  Arms  to  the  High 
Bailiff  of  Westminster,  to  signify  to  him 
the  necessity  of  his  special  attention,  this 
day,  to  the  execution  of  the  orders  deli- 
▼ered  to  him  at  the  beginning  of  each 
Yession,  for  keeping  free  the  approaches 
to  the  ^ouse  during  the  time  of  its  sitting : 
•That  he  bad  also  desired  that  a  Middlesex 
magistrate,  belonging  to  one  of  the  public 
offices,  might  attend  with  a  sufficient 
number  of  constables,  to  keep  a  free  pas- 
sage from  the  lobby  to' the  entrances  from 
Westminster- hall  and  old  Palace-yard 
respectively ;  and  that  if  the  civil  power 
should  ultimately  prove  to  be  inadequate 
for  the  protection  of  the  House  and  its 
members,  he  should  then,  and  not  till 
then,  call  in  the  military,  to  maintain  the 
peace :  That  some  time  in  the  course  of 
this  eTening,  before  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  the  committee  upon  the  corn 
laws,  he  received  a  complaint  from  a 
noble  lord,  a  member  of  this  House,  that 
he  bad  been  grossly  insulted  by  a  mob  in 
Palaceoyard,  who  had  demanded  his 
name,  and  his  promise  to  vote  against  the 
Corn  Bill ;  neither  of  which  demands  the 
noble  lord  had  complied  with  ;  and  that 
he  had,  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  and 
at  the  imminent  hazard  of  his  life]  made 
his  way  into  the  House ;  and  that  there- 
upon he  (the  Speaker)  had  sent  out  his 
directions  to  the  ci\tl  officers  to  call  in 
the  military  ;  and  for  these  directions  he 
accounted  himself  to  be  responsible  to  the 
Hou^e;  who,  he  doubted  not,  would  be 
satisfied  that  he  had  done  no  more  than 
his  duty. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said,  afler  this  statement, 
the  House  must  be  satisfied  that  a  military 
force  had  not  been  called  in  without  suffi- 
cient cause.  The  hon.  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  however,  having  stated,  that 
the  civil  power  had  neglected  to  perform 
their  duty,  he  thought  it  wai  essential 
that  the  House  should  examine  into  that 
circumttance.    He  aboiildf  therefore,  pro- 


pose that  the  High  Bailiff  of  Westminster 
should  be  called  to' the  bar,  to  render  an 
account  of  the  steps  he  had  taken  to  pro* 
vide  for  the  protection  of  the  members  on 
their  approach  to  the  House. 

The  ^teaket  suggested  the  propriety  of 
also  calling  Mr.  Baker^  the  Marlborough- 
street  magistrate,  to  the  bar,  as,  besides  the 
communication  which  he  had  made  to  the 
High  Bailiff  of  Westminster,  he  had  also 
applied  to  that  gentleman. 

Mr.  Croker  explained,  that  when  he 
said  he  had  not  seen  any  peace-officers, 
he  meant  on  the  outside  of  the  door ;  for 
when  he  came  from  the  House  into  the 
lower  lobby,  he  then  found  abundance  of 
them. 

Mr.  Fiitgerald,  on  hearing  of  the  danger 
to  which  his  hon.  friend  had  been  ex- 
posed, had  proceeded  with  ten  or  twelve 
peace  officers  to  his  rescue.  With  this 
force  he  had  attempted  to  effect  his  pas* 
sage  as  far  as  the  carriage-way,  but  such 
were  the  numbers  and  the  strength  of  the, 
mob,  that  they  could  not  be  penetrated. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said,  it  appeared  the  po- 
lice officers  were  placed  where  they  ought 
not  to  have  been,  instead  of  the  place  in 
which  they  could  have  been  of  service. 

Mr.  Ponicnby  conceived  that  the  first 
step  to  be  taken  was  to  ascertain  what 
had  been  done  by  the  civil  power  which 
had  the  charge  of  the  avenues  without  the 
House,  and  what  degree  of  civil  force  had 
been  called  in.  On  constitutional  prin- 
ciples, the  military  force  ought  not  to 
have,  been  called  in,  if  the  civil  power 
were  sufficient  for  the  protection  of  tho 
House  and  its  members. 

The  Auomty  General  said,  it  so  hap* 
pened,  that  he  was  perhaps  the  last  mem* 
her  who  bad  entered  the  House  by  its 
usual  avenues.  To  avoid  passing  through 
the  throng,  be  drove  to  the  entrance-gate 
of  Westminster-hall.  When  his  carriage 
arrived  there,  the  door  was  opened,  «nd 
he  was  asked  who  he  was,  by  numbers,  who 
also  insisted  on  knowing  hpw  he  meant  to 
vote  on  (he  Corn  Bill.  He  was  aware^ 
that  for  years  past  he  had  been  too  well 
known  in  Westminster  to  be  able  to  dis- 
guise himself.  He  was  never  ashamed  of 
bis  name,  nor  could  he  conceal  it ;  and 
m^ny,  probably,  knew  him  well  enough. 
He  said  to  the  people,  •  I  won't  deceive 
you,  nor  will  I  state  what  my  vote  will 
be.  I  shall  certainly  act  according  to  the 
dictates  of  my  conscience,  after  bearing 
this  measure  fully  discussed.  Unless  you 
porsae  a  different  conduct,  you,  aind  all 
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of  yoii»  n«y  regret  yosr  preient  altempl 
loovertwe  memben  of  porliameni;  and 
if  my  life  were  in  danger*  I  would  ta- 
crifice  il  in  each  a  case  as  ihit/  Some  of 
Uie  mob  taid,  he  had  always  been  the 
friend  of  the  people.  He  ihooght  that 
among  so  many,  all  might  not  think  of 
him  so  handsomely.  Some*  however, 
formed  an  escort  for  him  throoah  the  hall 
to  the  steps  ascending  to  Uie  lobby. 
There  again  he  fpond  an  immense  number, 
not  to  be  resisted  by  mere  peace  officers. 
There  again,  they  called  upon  him  for  a 
pledge;  they  urged  the  sufferings  of  the 
poor  during  a  long  war,  and  desired  not 
to  be  offered  op  to  the  interests  of  the 
Irish.  He  told  them  there,  that  he  had 
BO  objection  to  state  his  sentiments;  that 
parliament  would  certainly  do  its  duty ; 
bat  that  if  something  were  not  done,  they 
night  have  soon  to  depend  for  their  exist- 
•nee  on  foreign  bread.  He  asked  them  to 
let  him  return  home.  Some  of  them  who 
were  friendly  to  him,  told  him  he  could 
not  do  that,  as  seTeral  members  had  been 
very  roughly  handled.  He  succeeded  in 
a  kind  of  bargain  with  his  friends  on  the 
outside,  and  tney  permitted  him  to  get 
in.  The  assemblage  altogether  was  of 
auch  a  nature  as  to  excite  serious  alarm. 
The  House  ought  unquestionably  to  need 
■o  aid  but  that  of  the  civil  power;  but 
the  case  became  quite  different  when  an 
additional  force  was  absolutely  required. 

Mr.  FmUiy  said,  that  coming  ({own  with 
a  noble  friend  of  his,  they  were  surround- 
ed by  a  tomnltooos  assemblage,  just  as 
they  were  getting  out  of  the  carriage. 
He  himself  was  assailed  with  sticks,  and 
bis  friend  had  his  coat  and  waistcoat  torn. 
The  mob  was  such  as  could  not  be  dis* 
persed  but  by  a  military  force. 

Sir  Bobai  Henm  shewed  the  skirt  of  his 
coat,  which  hung  nearly  torn  from  the 
body,  and  said,  that  besides  tbi^  he  could 
shew  other  visible  marks  of  the  treatment 
be  had  received.  Instead  of  finding  the 
nob  as  patient  and  mild  as  the  hon.  and 
learned  Attorney  General,  he  bad  expe* 
f  ienced  nothing  but  the  most  brutal  treat* 
nent,  and  afi^r  having  been  buffeted 
nbout  like  a  shuttlecock  between  two 
battledoresi  he  escaped,  with  great  diffi* 
culty,  to  tell  his  ule.  [A  laugh.]  He 
said,  he  had  not  intended  to  deliver  zny 
sentiment  on  the  subject,  though  his  opi- 
nion on  it  had  been  long  decided.  But 
now,  when  it  was  attempted  to  terrifv  the 
House  into  submission  to  a  mob,  he  raoold 
ibink  himself  unworthy  a  seat  in  that 
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House,  did  he  decline  expressing  bis  on* 
qualified  approbation  of  the  measure ;  io 
which  he  should  give  his  warm  support. 

Sir  Frtdcrick  Fiood  declared^  thai  he 
had  been  carried  above  a  hundred  yards 
on  the  shoulders  of  the  mob,  just  lika 
mackarel  from  Billingsgate-market,  and 
that  he  thought  they  meant  to  quarter 
him«    [A  laugh.] 

The  iipeaker  entreated  the  hon.  member^ 
in  a  matter  of  such  deep  importance,  to 
abstain  from  all  argument  or  narration^ 
unless  he  had  something  material  to  say 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wynn  thought,  thai  as  the  proper 
course  of  proceeding  was  now  betorn 
them,  it  was  best  to  postpone  all  observa- 
tions for  the  present. 

The  question  for  calling  in  Arthur 
Morris,  esq.  the  high  bailiff*  o^Westmin* 
star,  was  then  pnt,and  carried  nest.  con. 

Mr.  MorrU  was  then  called  in ;  and  ia 
answer  to  the  questions  put  to  him  by  Mr« 
Speaker,  stated,  "  That  yesterday  he  re- 
ceived a  note  from  Mr.  Becket  (the 
under  Secretary  of  Suto  in  the  Home  de- 
partment) ;  and,  as  directed,  took  mea- 
sures for  calling  out  all  the  civil  force  ia 
his  jurisdiction.  That  be  ordered  tho 
high  constable  to  issue  precepts  to  call 
out  all  the  petty  constables,  appointing 
them  to  be  in  attendance  this  day  ia 
various  parts  of  Westminster:  that  the 
whole  number  of  constables  under  his  au- 
thority is  about  80 ;  and  as  many  came 
as  could  come :  they  came  between  two 
and  three  o'clock;  and  are  here  now; 
he  placed  them  himself,  and  has  been 
here  ever  since ;  some  were  statiooed  ia 
Westminster-hall,  some  in  the  stone  lobby, 
some  within  the  entrance  doors;  and 
thev  remained  in  their  places  as  far  as  he 
could  see. 

''  That  the  civil  force  nnder  him  is  a 
small  part  of  the  civil  force  of  Westmii^ 
ster :  and  during  every  afternoon  of  the 
session,  and  till  the  House  separates,  some 
of  his  constables  (as  many  as  appear  to  be 
necessary)  are  in  constant  altenoance. 

«'  Of  his  80  constables,  about  50  at- 
tended to-day,  or  between  40  and  50 ;  be 
found  this  force,  joined  with  all  the  force 
of  the  police  offices,  quite  insufficient  to 
restrain  the  mob;  he  did  not  take  any 
step  to  remedy  this,  because  knowing  the 
Bow«street  magistrates  were  also  here,  he 
relied  on  them  to  do  so.  He  had  no 
power  over  any  constables  but  his  own : 
he  did  not  inform  any  officer  of  the  House, 
that   the   cifil  power   was   nc«    strong 
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enough ;  he  relied  on  Mr.  Baker  and  Mr. 
Birnie,  whom  he  knew  to  be  at  hand  ;  but 
be  had  no  communication  with  them : 
he  bad  seen  a  military  force  here,  within 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  or  half  an  hour;  and 
he  did  not  hear  of  any  before. 

'*  A  written  return  of  the  constables  who 
Intend,  is  made  daily  to  Mr.  Wilson,  who 
acts  under  him :  be  does  not  know  that 
any  person  has  been  taken  into  custody, 
for  any  breach  of  the  peace  within  the 
avenues  of  the  House."  And  then  he 
wai*  directed  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Baker,  a  magistrate  of  the  Marl- 
boro'ugh-street  Police-office,  was  then 
called  in  ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  questions 
put  to  him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  stated,  *'  That 
he  is  a  police  magistrate  of  the  Marl- 
borough-street  office ;  that  inconsequence 
of  the  direction  of  the  Speaker  as  well  as 
Irom-  lord  Sidmouth,  he  attended  at  the 
House  of  Commons  at  two  o'clocki  with 
50  constables;  he  understood  the  parti- 
cular duty  assigned  to  him  by  the  Speaker 
.to  be,  the  care  of  the  stone  lobby,  and 
the  stone  stair- case,  and  that  the  ayenues 
between  were  kept  clear, 

'*  None  of  his  constables  were  outside ; 
but  a  party  under  sir  Nathaniel  Conant : 
be  was  aware  of  the  difficulty  of  restrain- 
ing  the  mob  outside,  but  found  no  difficulty 
inside ;  much  difficulty  for  the  last  hour 
and  half:  was  fully  satisfied  that  the 
civil  force  was  insufficient,  and  advised  to 
-call  in  a  military  force :  having  received 
«  message  from  the  Speaker  to  that  effect, 
be  went  to  the  Horse-guards  himself,  and 
brought  doWn  with  him  two  troops  of 
borse  for  that  purpose.  That  at  difierent 
times  the  constables  withip  assisted  those 
without,  when  their  services  were  wanted. 

"  That  he  does  not  know  that  any  per* 
apn  has  been  taken  into  custody  for  a 
breach  of  the  peace«  within  the  avenues 
of  the  House  :  that  he  had  not  seen  any 
actual  assault;  but  there  was  a  great  deal 
of  hooting  and  hallooing  in  the  street  op- 
posite to  the  Abbey.'' 

Being  asked,  how  many  constables 
were  with  sir  Nathaniel  Conant,  and 
what  degree  of  assistance  they  gave  ?  he 
replied, ««  That  he  did  not  know  the  exact 
bumber,  20  or  30  at  least ;  and  that  there 
was  a  general  concurrence  amongst  all  the 
constables,  in  trying  to  give  assistance 
-where  most  needed:  he  does  not  know 
4be  total  number  of  constables.  Sir  Na- 
thaniel Conant  was  called  to  another  part 
of  the  town  two  hours  before  the  military 
iorc«  was  called  in;  but  Mr.  Kiooaird 


came  to  relieve  sir  Nathaniel  Conant  with 
another  party  of  constables:  he  himself 
went  to  look  outside  of  the  door  once  or 
.twice ;  saw  a  great  crowd  at  the  entrance 
of  the  members'  waiting-room  ;  he  saw 
members  obstructed ;  the  constables  at* 
tempted  to  get  them  in  safely,  and  were 
principally  occupied  in  that:  they  did 
not  take  any  rioters  into  custody  ;  his  own 
exertions  were  directed  to  providing  for 
the  personal  safety  of  the  members ;.  he 
did  not  send  a  message  to  recall  sir  Na* 
thaniel  Conant ;  he  was  gone,  and  he  did 
not  know  where  to  send  for  him."  And 
then  he  was  directed  to  withdraw. 

Mr.  Atimotri/,  a  magistrate  of  the  Thamet 
Police-office  at  Wapping,  was  then  called ' 
in  ;  and,  in  answer  to  the  questions  put  to 
him  by  Mr.  Speaker,  stated,  ^  That  he  is 
a  magistrate  of  the  Thames  Police-office  at 
Wapping,  and  received  orders  last  night 
to  bring  up  the  establishment  to-day,  to 
preserve  the  peace  at  Westminster :  it  was 
ordered  by  lord  Sidmouth,  that  one  ma* 
gistrate  from  each  office  should  attend 
him  at  twelve  o'clock  this  day ;  he  had 
himself  been  here  the  greater  part  of  tha 
day  ;  some  of  his  constables  waiting  from 
two  o'clock  .at  the  Temple-bar,  and  the 
rest  of  his  party  was  stationed  from  Par- 
liament-street to  Charing-cross:  the  esta* 
blishment  of  the  Thames  Police-office  is 
about  50  constables  or  thereabouts;  some 
of  them  were  placed  in  Westminster*hal)« 
some  at  the  side  entrance  and  other  ave* 
nues  near  the  House:  he  observed  the 
disturbance  and  anxiety  of  the  mob  to  get 
into  the  avenues  to  the  House;  he  saw 
no  obstruction  to  members,  and  was  not 
called  upon  to  give  assistance  to  any  other 
magistrate :  he  was  at  the  bottom  of  the 
stone  stairs  within  side,  about  10 o'clock; 
when  outside  he  saw  no  poshing,  shoving^ 
or  hooting :  he  did  not  come  in  the  place 
of  sir  Nathaniel  Conant ;  bis  station  was 
sometimes  inside,  sometimes  outside ;  when 
occasionally  outside,  he  was  attended  by 
some  of  bis  peace  officers ;  he  is  uncertain 
whether  he  saw  any  members  go  in  or 
come  out ;  he  saw  no  persons  obstructed." 
And  then  he  was  directed  to  withdraw* 

Mr.  Btmk,  a  magistrate  of  the  pnblfio 
office  Bow-street,  was  then  called  in ;  and* 
in  answer  to  the  questions  put  to  him  by 
Mr.  Speaker,  stated,  «*  That  he  is  a  police 
magistrate  at  the  Bo^-street  office ;  ha 
attended  at  three  o'clock  with  40  consta- 
bles ;  most  of  them  were  placed  in  Palace* 
yard;  some  were  at  the  side  entrance^ 
where  he  taw  a  great  mob,  and  many 
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vaetobers  jutiled,  bitsed  and  hooted :  he 
and  hit  conitables  did  not  apprehend  any 
person  for  breaking  the  peace;  be  saw 
no  ringleaders;  a  mere  niob  without  di* 
rection ;  and  he  was  occupied »  as  the  6rst 
object,  in  protecting  members  of  parlia- 
ment; one  of  his  constables  has  been 
wounded  with  a  stone ;  but  the  offender 
escaped  through  St.  Margaret's  church* 
yard:  the  civil  force  was  insufficient; 
he  brought  40  from  Bow-slreet ;  each  of 
the  other  police-offices  sent  7  or  8 ;  he 
believes  7 ;  the  Thames  PoKce-office  sent 
a  larger  number  than  the  rest/'  And 
then  be  was  directed  to  withdraw* 
.  Lord  Ca9tkrtagh  rose  again  and  said, 
that  the  evidence  appeared  quite  sufficient 
to  establish  the  necessity  of  the  interpo- 
sition of  the  military  lor  the  protection 
of  the  members  of  parliament.  Whether 
the  conduct  of  the  magistracy  had  been 
as  vigilant  as  possible,  was  a  point  that 
might  become  a  question  of  inquiry.  A 
future  day  might  be  appointed,  with  a 
view  to  inquire  into  that  matter,  and  to 
provide  more  certainVy  for  the  security  of 
members  upon  future  occasions.  He  then 
moved  that  the  minutes  be.  printed* 

Mr.  Lamkan  expressed  himself  satisfied 
vrkh  the  explanation  which  had  been  af- 
forded with  regard  to  the  empl<^ment  of 
the  military  on  this  occasion,  but  vindi- 
cated his  motives  in  bringing  the  business 
under  the  consideration  of  the  House. 

Lord  Cast^CT'o^A  was  convinced  thehon. 
gentleman  had  no  other  motive  for, the 
course  which  he  had  pursued  than  that 
just  jealousy  which  ought  to  be  entertained 
of  the  employment  of  a  military  force, 
where  the  exertion  of  the  civil  power 
might  be  deemed  insufficient. 

Mr*  Wytm  thought  the  House  under 
great  obligations  to  the  hon.  gentleman. 
The  discussion  was  necessary,  *that  the 
House  might  show  its  just  constitutional 
jealousy.  Though  satisfied  on  the  chief 
point,  yet  he  thought  the  conduct  of  the 
magistrates  open  to  inquiry.  Tbey  did 
not  appear  to  have  been  sufficiently  active, 
and  he  thought  they  should  be  admonished 
by  the  Speaker,  and  desired  to  pay  a 
strict  regard  to  their  duty  in  future,  since 
a  similar  inconvenience  might  recur  even 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wkiihread  was  convinced  that  the 
military  were  not  called  in  till  it  was  ne- 
cessary, but  perhaps  the  civil  power  had 
not  done  iu  duty.  He  thought  they  had 
better  continue  this  business  then,  and 
proceed  with  the  Corn  Bill  on  another  day^ 


Lord  Ctuilertagh  was  adverse  to  any 
such  proceeding  this  evening,  as  the  at* 
tendance  of  these  m agist ratt;s  might  be 
necessary  at  their  several  stations.  He 
however  observed,  that  no  absolute  blame 
appeared  to  him  fairly  imputable  to  the 
conduct  of  the  magistrates. 

Mr.  Addingion  concurred  in  this  opinion, 
observing,  that  the  principal  magistrate, 
sir  N.  Conant,  had  been  called  away  by 
riots  in  another  quarter  of  the  town.  The 
right  hon.  gentl«;man  vindicated  the  mea* 
sures  taken  by  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Whiihread  thought  that  the  Exe- 
cutive bad  done  its  duty,  but  was  inclined 
to  believe  that-  the  civil  power  had  not 
been  sufficiently  acti're. 

The  minutes  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  taken  into-  further  consideration  on 
Monday  next;  also  that  the  said  high 
bailiff  and  magistrates  do  then  attend.  It 
was  likewise  ordered,  That  the  said  high 
bailiff  and  magistrates  do  repaid  to  their 
several  posts  forthwith,  and  prevent  any 
further  outrage  or  disorder  in  the  passages 
to  and  about  the  House,  during  the  time . 
the  House  shall  continue  to  sit  this  even* 
ing,  and  until  afker  the  departure  of  the 
members. 

CoaN  Bill.)  The  House  then  resolved 
itself  again  into  a  committee  on  the  €orii 
Bill. 

Mr.  Boring  required  to  know  upon  what 
ground  it  was  that  80s.  had  been  fixed 
upon  as  the  pAce  necessary  to  the  en- 
couragement of  the  farmer,  as  no  explana- 
tion upon  this  point  had  yet  been  given 
by  the  authors  of  this  Bill  ? 

The  gallery  was  not  re-opened  during 
the  remainder  of  the  evening;  but  we 
understand  that  the  following  members 
participated  in  the  debate  which  ensued^ 
viz.  Mr.  Baring,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer,  Mr.  Marryatt,  Mr.  Alderman 
Atkins,  and  lord  Castlereagh. 

Lord  Caulereagh  contended  atrenuouily 
that  801.  was  not  too  high  a  price  m  the 
present  situation  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
country.  He  reprobated  the  principle  of 
making  it  a  temporary  measure.  Sbme 
permanent  regulation  was  indispensably 
necessary^  and  every  parliamentary  pro- 
ceeding was  revocable  at  the  discretion  of 
the  Legislature.  On  a  subject  so  calculated 
to  agiute  the  popular  mind  it  was  not  de- 
sirable to  protract  or  multiply  discuiuiion. 
For  the  sake  of  the  lower  orders,  who 
were  afiected  not  so  much  by  an  actual 
price  as  by  uncertainty  or  fluctuation,  bn 
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wished  to  see  the  Bill  before  the  commiUee 
pass  10 to  a  law. 

Mr.  Baring  replied  to  the  speech  of 
the  noble  lord,  which  he  considered  as  the 
least  argamentatiTe  and  the  most  decla- 
matory that  had  been  delivered  on  the 
•object. 

The  committee  then  divided  :^For  the 
Amendment,  77 ;  Against  it,  208 ;  Majo- 
rity, 131.  The  Hoose  then  resumed,  and 
the  report  was  ordered  to  be  received  on 
Wednesday. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Ttuidc^p  March  7. 

Motion  for  a  Committee  on  King's 
Bbncb,  Fleet,  and  Marshalsba  Pri- 
sons.] Mr.  Bemut  rose,  in  pursuance  of 
his  notice,  to  move  for  the  appointment 
of  a  select  committee,  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  King's-bench,  Fleet,  and  Mar« 
thalsea  prisons.  It  woold  be  in  the  recoU 
lection  of  the  Hoose,  he  said,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  inquiry  had  been  appointed  in 
the  last  year  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  gaol  of  Newgate  and  other  gaols  in 
the  city  of  London ;  and  the  attention  of 
this  committee  had  been  the  means  of 
relieving  the  'great  distress,  which  pre- 
vailed among  the  inmates  of  those  recep- 
tacles of  the  unfortunate.  Although  those 
prisons  were  not  yet  in  such  a  state  as 
they  ought  to  be,  he  conceived  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Hoose  had  done  much 
towards  correcting  the  evils  which  existed. 
The  first  prison  which  he  wished  to  bring 
wider  the  notice  of  the  committee  was  the 
King's- bench  prison.  This  prison  was  under 
the  immediate  care  of  the  Chief  Justice ; 
and  from  the  papers  which  were  on  the 
table  of  the  House,  it  appeared  that  on 
the  1st  December,  1814^  there  were  no 
less  than  837  persons  in  the  custody  of 
the  marshal ;  of  whom  600  were  collected 
within  the  walls,  the  rest  being  dispersed 
in  the  Rules.  And  yet  from  the  evidence 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Lords,  when  an 
inquiry  took  place  into  this  subject,  the 
prison  did  not  appear  to  be  calculated  for 
tlie  reception  of  mor^  than  200  or  220 
persons.  He  could  also  tell  the  House, 
that  the  individuals  confined  in  this  prison 
had  no  allowance  of  food,  of  fuel,  or  of 
bedding;  nor  was  there  any  medical 
attendant  appointed  to  administer  to  their 
wants  in  the  hour  of  disease.  Added  to 
this  the  fees  were  extremely  high,  amount- 
ing to  one  pound  three  or  four  shillings 
going  o«i  and  iiu     According  to  tiie 


return  to  which  he  bad  already  alluded, 
the  Marshal  of  the  court  of  King's»bencb» 
who  was  the  gaoler  of  this  prison,  received 
a  gross  profit  of  2,S00/.  per  annum,  from 
which  he  had  to  pay  the  salaries  of  the 
under  gaolers  ;  but  his  net  profits  amount* 
ed  to  between  1,200(.  and  1,300^;  and 
yet  notwithstanding  this  he  employed  no 
medical  person  to  attend  a  community  of 
600  persons  who  were  placed  under  hie 
care.  The  next  prison  to  which  he  wished 
inquiry  to  be  directed  was  the  Fleet  pri* 
son,  which  was  under  the  care  of  the  lord 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Common-pleas.  This 
prison  was  calculated  to  hold  about  20O 
persons ;  but  in  181 1,  he  learnt  that, there 
were  no  less  than  769  persons  confined 
within  its  walls.  Here,  loo,  as  in  the 
King's-bench  there  were  no  allowances 
of  food,  fuel,  or  bedding;  nor  was  there 
any  medical  attendant  provided  for  the 
benefit  of  the  prisoners,  although  the  net 
profits  of  the  Warden  amounted  to  1  ,OO0tf. 
The  Marshalsea  prison  was  the  last  which 
he  should  propose  to  include  in  the  present 
inouiry.  This  prison  was  devoted  to 
Admiralty  prisoners,  and  to  those  of  the 
Palace-court,  who  were  of  the  poorest 
class.  The  same  inattention  was  here 
paid  to  the  state  of  the  prisoners  as  in  the 
other  gaols ;  but  the  prison  itself  was  mucb 
more  wretched,  and  the  state  of  its  inmates 
proportionately  miserable,  while  sir  James 
Bland  Burgess  received  300/.  a  year,  for 
being  its  keeper.  On  a  petition  being 
presented  some  years  ago,  an  inquiry  waA 
instituted  into  the  death  6f  an  unfortunate 
man  who  died  there,  it  was  supposed  from 
hunger.  That  miserable  being  had  been 
obliged  to  feed  on  bones,  potato* peelings, 
and  the  scanty  charity  of  the  other  pri* 
soners,  as  no  allowance  was  made  to  the 
prisoners  of  food,  bedding,  or  fuel,  and 
there  was  no  medical  attendance.  Fees 
were,  howerer,  exacted  to  the  amount  of 
lOff.  lOd.  Misery  was  only  one  part  of 
the  picture-;  in  these  prisons  were  exhi- 
bited scenes  of  vice  and  profligacy  whicii 
it  would  be  difficult  to  parallel  elsewhere, 
as  appeared  from  the  inquiries  of  the  com« 
mittees,  and  that  of  1792  in  particular* 
Having  stated  these  facts,  he  thought  it 
was  unnecessary  to  enter  further  inte 
detail,  conceiving  that  he  had  shewn  soffi*^ 
cient  ground  for  the  inquiry  which  he 
wished  to  take  place  intottie  sttate  of  these 
prisons.  The  bon  gentleman  concluded 
by  moving,  **  That  a  committee  be  ap« 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the 
Kijig'a-bench,  Fteet,  and  Marshalsea  pri^ 
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sonif  tnd  to  report  their  oUaerfetioni 
tbereopOD,  together  with  any  improvement 
which  may  he  practicable  therein/' 

The  motion  wai  agreed  to«  and  a  com- 
mittee appointed. 

Alibn  Act.]  Mr.  Whiibread  rote,  to 
repeat  his  notice,  that  he  shoukl  to-mor* 
row  te'nnight  malce  a  motion  on  the  sab* 
ject  of  oor  foreign  relations.  Seeing  the 
under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  de- 
partment in  his  place,  he  would  take  that 
opportunity  of  asking  him,  whether  he 
had  made  any  further  inquiry  into  the 
case  of  a  Portuguese  of  the  name  of  Correa, 
who  had  been  sent  out  of  this  country. 
as  he  understood,  because  the  ambassador, 
M.  Souza,  had  refused  to  sign  his  passport. 

Mr.  Addmgion  begged  to  remind  the 
bon.  gentleman  and  the^  House,  that  when 
this  charge  was  first  made,  he  had  express* 
ed  his  belief  that  no  such  case  had  occur* 
red.  The  hon.  gentleman »  hovrever,  not 
being  satisfied,  he  (Mr.  Addington)  had 
the  day  after  stated,  that  nothing  of  the 
kind  had  happened  during  the  time  that 
the  present  Secretary  for  the  Home  de- 
partment had  held  bis  office.  The  hon. 
gentleman  then  found  that  he  had  made  a 
mistake,  and  that  the  person  in  question 
had  been  sent  out  of  the  country,  when 
Mr.  Ryder  wu  secretary  of  state.  The 
first  impression,  therefore,  which  he  (Mr. 
Addington)  had  entertained,  was,  that  he 
was  not  obliged  to  extend  his  researches 
to  an  indefinite  period,  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
man could  not  mention  the  year  when  the 
transaction  took  place.  To  avoid  any  mis- 
construction, however,  he  had  searched  to 
the  period  between  five  and  six  years  ago, 
and  had  read  all  the  papers  upon  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  as  far  as  his  opinion  went,  he 
was  satisfied  that  Mr.  Ryder,  than  whom 
DO  man  was  less  likely  to  be  guilty  of  an 
abuse  of  power,  had  only  exercised  a 
sound  discretion  in  sending  that  individual 
out  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Whiihrcad  hoptA  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  excuse  him,  if  he  did  not 
join  in  the  panegyric  which  he  had  pro- 
nounced on  Mr.  Ryder ;  and  as  he  couM- 
not  take  the  opinion  of  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman  on  this  subject,  he  should  move  for 
the  correspondence  which  had  passed  re- 
lative to  sending  Correa  out  of  this  coon- 
try.  He  was  desirous  of  knowing  what 
was  the  practice  as  to  signing  passports; 
and  on  Tuesday,  when  an  hon.  member 
would  make  a  motion  on  the  Alien  Act,  he 
•kottid  bring  this  matter  before  the  Uoute. 
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Bahk  Rbstbiction  Bill.]  Mr.  Brogdea 
brought  up  the  Report  of  the  committee 
on  the  Bank  Restriction  Bill.  On  the  ques* 
tion  that  it  be  received, 

Mr.  GrefifeU,  without  detaining  the 
House  at  length,  having  been  a  member 
of  the  bullion  committee,  wished  to  make 
a  few  remarks  upon  the  measure.  In  hit 
opinion  no  circumstances  hiid,  since  the 
report  of  that  committee,  occorred|  suffi- 
cient to  induce  him  to  change  his  senti- 
ments, or  to  think  that  the  principles  and 
doctrines  laid  down  in  the  report  of  the 
bullion  committee  were  ill-founded.  Cer- 
tain facts  of  a  curious  nature  had  indeed 
appeared,  but  they  did  not  liear  upon  the 
true  point  in  issue ;  and  looking  at  the 
present  state  of  the  country,  with  refe- 
rence to  the  currency,  the  price  of  buU 
lion,  and  the  state  of  the  foreign  ex«* 
changes,  he  was  persuaded  that  the  argu- 
ments in  the  report  were  more  and  more 
confirmed.  Those  who  four  or  five  years 
ago  argued  against  that  report,  imagined 
that  they  had  now  obtained  a  signal 
triumph, /but  they  and  the  House  would 
recollect  that  Bank-of^England  paper  was 
only  one  component  part  of  the  paper 
currency  of  Great  Britain ;  that  the  coun- 
try banks  made  very  large  issues  of  paper 
money,  the  amount  of  which  it  was  not 
easy  to  ascertain,  but  whirh  also  had  their 
influence  on  the  price  of  bullion.  It  would 
be  found,  he  believed,  on  inquiry,  to  be  a 
fact,  that  as  the  paper  circulation  of  the  ■ 
Bank  of  England  had  been,  diminished,  thai 
of  the  country  banks  had  been  augmented^ 
and  consequently  that  the  whole  amount 
of  the  paper  currency  was  generally  at  alt 
times  about  the  same.  This  assertion 
was  in  some  degree  confirmed  by  the 
fact,  that  during  the  last  summer,  when 
a  number  of  country  banks  and  their 
paper  were  withdrawn,  the  issues  of  the 
Bank  of  England  were  augmented  in  pro- 
portion. The  truth  was,  however,  that  the 
bullion  committee  had  never  contended 
that  paper  was  to  be  considered  as  the 
criterion  by  which  a  judgment  was  to  be 
formed  of  the  price  of  gokJ  and  silver.  He 
requested  the  House  to  reflect  upon  the 
present  state  of  the  country.  We  had 
now  been  for  about  twelve  months  at 
peace ;  the  balance  of  trade  had  been 
during  the  whole  period  in  our  fhyo«r> 
and  from  these  and  other  circumstances 
we  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  foreign 
exchanges  should  be  in  our  favoul^ 
What,  then,  was  the  reason  that  bollion 
was  Id  per  ceal*  below  the  mh^  prwc^ 
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and  that  the  exchanges  were  15  per  cent, 
against  us  ?  After  the  best  consideration 
he  was  able  to  give  the  subject,  he  was 
convinced  that  the  currency  of  the  country 
was  now,  and  had  long  been  in  a  state  of 
depreciation.  He  also  felt  some  alarm  lest 
this  forced  and  fictitious  state  of  things 
thould  in  time  be  made  a  part  of  the  per- 
manent system  of  the  country.  He  earnest* 
ly  recommended  that  we  should  return  to 
the  ancient,  sound,  and  wholesome  state  of 
a  mixed  currency  of  paper  and  gold. 
With  this  view,  on  the  third  reading  of 
the  Bill,  he  should  propose  an  amendment 
similar  to  that  which  he  had  offered  in  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Rose  would  be  judged  by  any  man, 
if  the  measure  recommended  by  the  bul- 
lion committee  would  not  have  proved 
most  ruinous  had  it  been  resorted  to  at 
the  period  which  thej  had  named.  The 
new  guineas  which  the  Bank  would,  in  that 
case,  h^ve  been  compelled  to  coin,  would 
have  been  melted  down  as  soon  as  they 
were  issued.  The  Bank  would  have  sus- 
tained an  enormous  loss,  and  the  public 
would  have  derived  from  it  no  benefit. 
He  objected  to  the  amendment  proposed 
to  be  moved  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  as  he 
understood  the  introduction  of  the  words, 
**  and  no  longer,''  were  intended  to  tie 
down  parliament  from  continuing  the  re- 
atriclions,  even  if  it  should  appear  necies* 
sary.  Gold  had  been  5L  Is,  the  ounce ; 
it  was  now  down  to  4/.  9f.  If  its  price 
should  again  be  advanced,  great  inconve- 
niencies  mieht  result  from  pursuing  the 
course  which  the  bon.  gentleman  recom- 
mended. He  denied,  that  we  had  been  a 
year  at  peace :  we  bad  still  to  send  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  per  month  to  Portugal,  on 
account  of  arrears ;  we  were  not  yet  in  a 
state  of  peace  with  America,  and  immense 
sums  had  been  carried  out  of  the  country 
by  travellers  and  persons  visiting  and 
going  to  reside  in  Fratice.  But  for  these 
circumstances,  he  thought  it  probable,  that 
even  now  gold  might  have  been  down  to 
the  mint  price. 

Mr.  Hofmer  was  decidedly  of  opinion 
that  the  Bank  ought  lo  resume  cash-pay- 
ments as  early  as  possible.  He  denied 
'that  any  of  the  doctrines  of  the  bullion 
committee  had  been  refuted,  and  could  not 
allow  this  opportunity  to  pass  without  en- 
tering his  protest  against  the  Bill  altoge- 
ther. The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
who  had  said  he  expected  the  measure 
would  not  continue  to  be  necesssarv  be- 
yond Jalyj  1616,  be  regarded  as  being 
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pledged,  not  that  the  Bank  should  resume 
its  payments  in  cash  at  that  time,  bat  that 
he  would  not  lose  sight  of  the  subject.  It 
was  a  mere  delusion  to  suppose  that  the 
Bank  would  resume  cash- payments  if  left 
to  themsefves.  Government  must  inter- 
pose its  authority,  for  it  was  not  natural 
that  the  Bank  should  spontaneously  give 
up  the  great  profits  which  they  derived 
from  the  system  of  restriction.  Was  it 
not  a  strange  circumstance,  that  during 
the  period  of  our  greatest  fpreign  expendi- 
ture, and  our  largest  importation  of  grain, 
the  price  of  gold  was  falling,  and  that  it 
was  rising  this  year,  when  our  foreign  ex- 
penditure was  rapidly  diminishing  every 
week,  and  the  importation  6f  wheat  had 
ceased  ?  On  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill 
he  should  .propose  that  a  declaration  of 
the  principle  that  the  Bank  mast  resurae' 
its  payments,  should  be  iniroduced.  No 
one  wished  cash-payments  should  take 
place  immediately,  but  that  ministers 
should -adopt  the  doctrine  of  the- necessity 
of  their  taking  place. 

The  Ckaheellar  of  th<  Exchequer  reserved 
his  observations  upon  the  hon.  member's 
views  until  he  should  propose  the  amend- 
ment of  which  he  had  given  notice.  He 
thought  it  h6wever  necessary  on  this  occa- 
sion to  deny  the  assertion,  that  the  coun- 
try had  been  twelve  months  at  peace* 
For,  in  point  of  fact,  considering  the  state 
of  our  relations  with  America,  that  a  de- 
finitive treaty  was  not  yet  concluded,  and 
that  our  foreign  expenditure  still  conti- 
nued, the  country  could  not  even  now  be 
said  to  be  in  a  state  of  peace.  Our  foreign 
expenditure  had  no  doubt  diminished,  and 
was'still  diminishing.  Yet  its  extent  most 
naturally  be  conceived  to  operate  against 
the  reduction  of  the  exchange  ;  and  until 
the  expiration  of  the  winter  months,  which 
impeded  our  commerce,  the  balance  of 
trade  could  not  be  expected  to  outweigh 
the  influence  of  our  foreign  expenditure. 
The  prospect,  however,  was  favourable, 
the  rate  of  exchange  having  been  reduced 
no  less  than  25  per  cent,  within  less  than 
twelve  months;  but  still  he  was  not  so  san- 
guine in  his  hopes  as  to  speak  confidently, 
that  the  restriction  upon  the  Bank  could 
be  conveniently  removed  at  the  time  spe- 
cified in  the  BiiL 

Mr.  J,  P.  Gram  thought  that  the  dimi- 
nished hopes  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
as  to  the  resumption  of  cash-payments> 
since  he  last  addressed  the  House  upon 
the  subject,  furnished  additional  reason 
for  inquiry.    The  Honse  should  not  leave 
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sQch  an  important  matter  as  the  restoration 
of  a  sound  currency  to  settle  itself  as  it 
might  happen.  It  was  due  to  the  coun* 
try,  especially  after  the  declaration  of  the 
right  bbn.  gentleman,  that  the  House 
should  enter  into  the  full  consideration  of 
the  subject.  For  his  own  part,  he  de- 
clared that  he  ihou)^ht  the  resumption  of 
cash-payments  by  the  Bcink  so. extremely 
difficult,  that  to  devise  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing that  resumption,  must  require  the 
collective  wisdom  of  parliament,  duly  and 
deliberately  exercised.  The  prospect  held 
out  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Eycbequeras 
to  the  removal  of  the  restriction,  was  by 
BO  means  encouraging ;  but  itill  he  must 
•ay,  that  his  hopes  were  even  less  san* 
goine  than  those  of  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man ;  nay,  farther,  he  would  say  that  he 
had  no  hope  whatever  on  the  subject ;  and 
in  his  calculation  the  right  bon.  gentleman, 
thould  he  continue  finance  minister,  would, 
before  the  period  fixed  for  the  expiration 
of  the  present  Bill  in  1816,  have  to  apply 
to  parliament  for  its  continuance.  Indeed| 
he  expected  that  the  restriction  would  con- 
tinue to  go  on  from  time  to  time,  as  here> 
lofore,  if  the  subject  were  not  taken  up  by 
parliament,  and  thoroughly  investigated 
with  a  view  to  provide  some  remedy  for 
the  existence  of  ^uch  an  evil. 

The  Report  was  agreed  to,  and  the  Bill 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  on  Thurs- 
day. 

MuTfNT  BitL.l  On  the  motion  of  lord 
Palmerston,  the  Hooie  resolved  itself  into 
a  committee  on  the  Motiny  Bill. 

Lord  Froby  rose  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
troducing a  clause  into  the  Bill,  for  pre- 
venting «the  dismissal  of  military  officers 
from  the  service  without  the  previous  in- 
quiry of  a  court-martial.  It  would  have 
been,  perhaps,  a  better  course  for  him,  in 
the  first  instance,  to  have  moved  for  a  copy 
ot  the  proceedings  of  the  court-martial 
on  colonel  Quentin,  as  the  circumstances 
attendant  upon  those  documents  would 
have  been  a  striking  illustration  of  the 
opprabrium  of  which  he  complained.  He 
was  always  impressed  with  the  opinion, 
that  the  dismissal  of  officers,  whose  only 
ofience  was  the  bringing  forward  charges 
against  their  superiors  which  were  deemed 
unproved,  was  a  measure  not  only  impo- 
litic, but  illegal.  Custom,  be  was  aware, 
bad  sanctioned  it»  and  the  opinion  of  law- 
yers gave  it  a  degree  of  eciai ;  but  he 
would  condemn  this  unmerited  stigma, 
and  was  prepared  to  abew,  thai  neither 


the  ends  of  justice  nor  discipline  required 
its  existence.  If  the  ends  of  military  lawre- 
quired  this  severity  of  opprobrium.  It  should 
be  inflicted  according  to  the  acknowledged 
rules  of  the  other  branches  of  the  national 
jurisprudence,  and  not  at  the  volition  of 
aby  individual.  There  were  three  casea 
in  which  he  meant  to  notice  the  power 
against  which  he  complained.  None  of 
these  were,  however,  recognized  by  the 
Mutiny  Act  itself.  But  in  them  the  samo 
judicial  objects  were  attainable  without 
this  discretionary  authority.  Those  cases 
were,  the  bringing  forward  charges  against 
superior  officers :  the  rejection,  on  the  part 
of  military  individuals,  of  an  associate 
against  whom  they  had  some  objection  ; 
and  the  cases  which  ordinarily  occurred 
of  being  absent  without  leave.  Now,  in 
all  these  cases,  no  inconvenience  could 
attach  to  the  prosecution  of  parlies,  whose 
conduct  appeared  reprehensible.  If  charges 
were  adduced  which  appeared  pritnd  facie 
untenable,  surely  the  accuser  was  fairly 
amenable  to  the  ordinary  mode  of  trial, 
without  the  interposition  of  any  summary 
proceeding.  In  cases  of  absence  without 
leave,  he  knew  more  than  one  instance  in 
which  the  individual  could  have  fully  ex* 
cused  his  breach  of  order,  if  exposed  to 
the  scrutiny  of  any  investigation.  In  the 
navy  there  was  no  such  mode  of  punish- 
ment ;  and  was  there  a  laxity  of  disci- 
pline ?  [Hear,  hear  !  from  tbe  opposite 
benches,  and  the  case  of  lord  Cochrane 
was  intimated  to  the  noble  lord].  But 
the  case  of  that  noble  lord  was  d liferent; 
he  had  been  tried  and  convicted  in  a  court 
of  law.  In  no  other  army  did  this  power 
exist.  It  was  unknown  in  the  despotic 
military  organization  of  Austria  and  -Rus- 
sia. In  those  services  no  officer  could  be 
dismissed  without  trial ;  indeed,  without 
this  preparatory  ordeal  no  punishment 
(and  dismissal  was  often  the  most  dis- 
graceful) ought  to  be  at  all  tolerated,  parti« 
cularly  when  nothing  in  the  Mutiny  Bill 
warranted  its  infliction,  and  when  much 
dissatisfaction  prevailed  in  the  army  at  its 
being  allowed  to  exist.  The  noble  lord 
concluded  by  moving  the  insertion  of  a 
clause  in  tbe  Mutiny  Bill,  providing  "  that 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  dismiss  any  offi- 
cer except  by  tbe  sentence  of  a  general 
court-martial.''    • 

Lord  Palmentcn  opposed  the  clause,  on 
the  ground  that  the  noble  lord  had  not  made 
out  any  case,  or  pointed  out  any  abuses  of 
that  discretionary  power  vested  in  the 
Crown,  to  justify  his  proposition.    When 


47]      HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

our  ancestors  bad  cartailed  the  preroga* 
tives  of  the  Sovereign,  they  bad  left  him 
that  of  which  it  was  now  the  qaeition  to 
deprive  him.  The  allusion  to  the  officers 
of  the  lOih  was  not  correct;  for  in  that 
case,  no  officer  had  been  dismissed,  but 
removed.  Was  the  commission  granted 
by  his  Majesty,  besides,  to  be  considered 
fuch  a  freehold  property,  as  to  warrant  it 
being  deemed  an  injury  to  an  individual 
to  take  it  away  from  him,  when  he  had 
become  unworthy  of  bearing  it  ?  There 
wera  many  causes  which  might  justify  his 
Majesty  in  withdrawing  his  confidence 
from  an  officer,  which  could  not  be  brought 
before  a  court-martial.  Disaffection,  in- 
capacity, or  disgraceful  conduct,  were 
mmongst  those.  The  clause  itself  was  not 
a  new  one.  It  had  already  been  discussed, 
and  rejected  in  the  House  of  Commons 
without  a  division,  and  in  that  of  the  Peers 
by  a  large  majority.  The  circumstances 
in  which  it  had  thus  been  lost,  were,  how 
ever  much  more  in  favour  of  its  adoption 
than  the  present.  It  was  in  1734,  when 
air  Kobert  Walpole  had  recommended  the 
King  to  disnoiss  lord  Cobham  and  the  duke 
of  Bolton  from  the  command  of  their  regi- 
ments, which  might  be  supposed  to  have 
been  done  in  consequenlfe  of  political  dif- 
ferences. This  prerogative  in  the  hands 
of  the  Crown  was  necessary  to  the  disci- 
pline of  the  army,  and  even  the  liberty  of 
the  subject ;  and  on  the  total  failure  of  the 
Boble  lord  to  produce  proofs  of  the  ne- 
ceisity  of  adopting  his  clause,  he  called 
upon  the  House  to  reject  it. 

Mr.  Bcnnet  dwelt  upon  the  ntility  re- 
aulting  from  the  discussion  of  military 
law  in  that  House,  especially  in  the  dis- 
couragement and  diminution  of  corporal 
punishment  in  the  army.  Of  the  nature 
and  extent  of  this  horrible  infliction  he 
was  fully  aware,  from  his  own  observation 
in  early  life ;  but  he  was  happy  to  think 
that  the  severity  of  the  evil  had  since  been 
materially  reduced.  The  hon.  genCleman 
commented  with  much  severity  on  the 
proceedings  which  followed  the  trial  of 
colonel  Quentin,  and  intimated  his  deter- 
mination, at  a  future  day,  to  propose  an 
amendment  in  the  Mutiny  Act. 

Mr.  R.  Ward  stated,  that  the  power  of 
dismissing  officers  without  being  tried  by 
a  court-martial,  existed  in  the  navy,  and 
instanced  the  case  of  lord  Cochrane. 

Lord  Ptoby  contended,  that  the  mere 
aaspicion  of  disafiection,  unless  that  sus- 
picion were  substantiated,  was  not  a 
9U|ficient  ground  for  dismissing  an  officer. 
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Mr.  Tiemey  rose  to  support  the  clatise 
proposed  by  the  noble  lord,  and  thought 
that  on  sound  constitutional  principles  it 
merited  bis  assistance. .    The  argument 
drawn  from  the  precedent  of  dismissal  ia 
sir  Robert  Walpole's  administration,  was 
far' from  being  conclusive.    It  appeared  to 
him  to  prove  nothing  more,  than  that  sir 
Robert  Wal pole's  House  of  Commons  ap- 
proved of  their  patron's  conduct ;  and  as 
to  the  right  belonging  to  tl^e  Crown  of  re* 
soming  the  commissions  it  had  previously 
granted,  it  should  be  recollected  that  the 
system  pursued  in  our  army  was  essen- 
tially different  from  those  of  other  coun* 
tries.    In  our  service  commissions  were 
purchased,  and  the  purchasers  were  en- 
titled  to  every  protection  in  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  their  annuity.    They  had  pur* 
chased  a  place  of  trust  and  proGt,  and  had 
a  right  to  be  continued  in  if,  unless  found 
guilty  of  some  crime  deserving  of  for* 
feiture.    The  noble  Secretary  at  War  had 
stated,  that  the  crimes  of  incapacity  and 
ungentlemanlike  conduct^   could  not  be 
made  the  subject  of  trial.    The  latter  of 
these  was»  however,  frequently  to  be  seen 
among  the   charged  preferred   before  a 
court' martial,  and  therefore  thought  ca* 
pable  of  proof.    And  as  to  the  former,  it 
would  be  much  more  honourable  td  in* 
quire  into  that  before    the    unfortunate 
gentleman's  pocket   was   emptied.     But 
now  his  money  was  taken ;  and  on  a  sob* 
sequent  examination  his  incapacity  waa 
declared,  and  he  wu  deprived  of  his  com* 
mission  with  a  stigma  affixed  to  his  cha* 
racter.    With  respect  to  the  charge  of 
disafiection   against  any  iodividual,  thia 
surely  was  of  a  nature  peculiarly  capable 
of  proof,  and  should  be  tried   by  some 
court;  for,  by  the  present  practice,  the 
character  of  an  officer  might  be  whia* 
pered  away,  and  no  reason  |piven  but  the 
caprice  of  power,  for  depriving  htm  both 
of  that  and  his  commission.    The  right 
hon.  member  next  alluded  to  the  case  of 
the  officers  of  the  10th  hussars,  who  were 
dismissed  to  different  regiments:  these 
were  not,  he  allowed,  dismissed  the  ser* 
vice,  bat  they  were  expressly  sentenced 
to  other  corps  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
subordination ;  but  in  such  a  case  gentlemen 
were  made  their  own  executioners.    For 
although  not  absolutely  deprived,  there 
were  many  who  would  not  wish  to  enter 
another  corps  with  this  brand  of  insubor* 
dinatioo.     To  field-officers  it  would   be 
particularly  severe;  for  how  could  they 
insist  on  submission,  when  their  own  want 
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of  that  rcqattite,  might  be  so  easily  re- 
torted on  tnein  ?  Yet,  sorely,  among  tboso 
gentlemen  many  shades  of  ofience  must 
hare  existed ;  some  might  have  been  im- 
pelled to  the  measure,  and  others  seduced ; 
and  surely  no  disadvantage  could  resolt 
to  the  service,  by  bringing  them  to  trial. 
He  allowed,  that  nothing  could  have  been 
mpre  conciliatory  and  accommodatibg, 
than  the  conduct  of  his  Royal  Highness 
the  Commander  in  chief;  but  the  House 
could  easily  conceiye,  how  distressing  any 
removal  must  be  to  a  person  who  had  em- 
barked his  fortune  in  the  arpny,  actuated 
perhaps  by  a  desire  of  joining  a  particu- 
lar corps.  As  to  the  circumstance  of  such 
,  A  discretionary  power  existing  in  the 
navy,  he  conceired,  that  the  officers  of 
that  service  were  previously  tried  for  their 
offence ;  and,  alluding  to  lord  Cocbrane's 
case,  he  ssid  that  a  trial  had  taken  place 
in  a  court  of  law.  All  now  required  was, 
that  a  trial  should  legally  take  place  some- 
where :  this  was  the  object  of  the  noble 
lord's  amendment,  and  he  should  give  it 
bis  support. 

Colonel  Wood  declared  that  if  those  of- 
ficers of  the  Hussars  had  not  been  re- 
moved, a   serious  injustice  would  hare 
be^n  inflicted  on  the  rest  of  the  army. 
In  addition  to  the  case  brought  forward 
by  his  noble  friend,  of  the  officers  dis- 
miased  by  sir  Robert  Walpole,  be  would 
ad<]uce  one  of  a  stronger  nature,  to  prove 
the  good  effect  of  such  a  discretionary 
power.    The  case  was  that  of  the  85  th 
regiment,  five  or  six  of  whose  officers 
•  had  brought  several  charges  against  their 
commander,  colonel  Ross.     One  of  those 
charges  they  had  substantiated ;  but  the 
court  having  reported  that  those  officers 
were  not  actuated  by  a  sense  of  public 
doty,  they  were  in  consequence  of  that 
report   dismissed   the  service.     Colonel 
Ross  himself  was  some  time  aftir  deprived 
of  his  commission  for  similar  proceedings 
against  the  major  of  the  regiment;  but 
the  other  officers,  who,  though  not  actually 
engaged  in  the  several  prosecutions,  had 
aided  and  abetted,  were  suffered  to  remain 
in  the  corps.    Thus  they  continued  for 
four  or  five  years ;  but  the  same  spirit  of 
insubordination  still  appearing,  the  Com* 
mander  in  chief  thought  proper  to  remove 
them  all,  the  regiment  was  re-officered 
from  other  corps,  and  distinguished  itself 
by  its  gallant  conduct  both  in  Spain  and 
in  America.     Col.  Thornton  was  wounded 
mt  Bladensborgh,  as  were  almost  all  the 
field- officers  of  the  regiment.*   This  cif« 
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comstaoce^he  atated  as  a  proof  of  the  ad- 
vantage resulting  from  the  exercise  of 
this  prerogative.  With  respect  to  the 
trial  of  incapacity,  this  could  not  take 
place  previous  to  the  purchase  of  the 
commission;  and  to  elucidate  this,  the 
hon.  member  read  the  regulation  subsist- 
ing in  the  army,  relating  to  incapacity, 
in  which  it  is  stated,  that  every  officer 
who  has  been  two  years  in  the  army^ 
should  be  capable  of  commanding  a  troop 
or  company,  and  understand  every  cir- 
cumstance connected  with  its  int^nal 
economy ;  that  every  captain  of  two  years 
standing,  should  be  capable  of  fulfilling 
the  duties  of  a  field-officer;  and  every, 
general  of  brigade,  &c.  must  strictly  in* 
quire  into,  and  make  accurate  reports  of, 
the  sufficiency  of  every  officer  under  his 
command,  for  the  purpose  that  those  who 
are  incapable  may  be  prevented  from 
rising  higher  in  the  service,  or  of  being 
ultimately  dismissed*  This  incapacity  he 
conceived  to  be  incapable  of  proof,  or 
what  would    be    more   unfortunate,  the 

f»roof  requisite  must  be  purchased  by  the 
ives  of  many  gallant  men,  sacrificed  not 
to  their  leader's  cowardice,  but  to  his  in- 
sufficiency.  The  motion  itself  he  con* 
ceived  to  be  rery  ill-timed.  We  had  now 
arrived  at  the  conclusion  of  a  war  in  which 
our  army  was  no  less  distinguished  by  its 
discipline  than  its  gallantry.  Gallant  oar 
army  ever  had  been;  but  before  the  regu- 
lations of  the  Commander-in-chief,  it  was 
▼ery  deficient  in  that  other  requisite  of 
military  efficiency. 

Mr.  Meamen  Saiton  said,  that  admitting 
for  the  sake  of  argument  those  abuses  to 
exist,  which  had  been  stated,  it  did  not 
follow  that  the  proposition  of  the  noble 
lord  was  the  only  or  the  best  remedy  for 
them.  With  regard  to  the  hardships  com- 
plained of  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
sustained  by  those  who  purchased  their 
commissions,  in  the  first  place  he  would 
observe,  that  there  were  a  great  many 
commissions  in  the  army  which  were  not 
purchased;  and  that  those  who  did  pur- 
chase them,  made  the  purchase  with  a  full 
knowledge  of  the  conditions  annexed  to 
it.  He  apprehended  the  noble  lord  i^ho 
brought  forward  the  proposition,  was  not 
aware  of  the  whole  importance  of  the 
question  i  and  that,  if  it  were  thought  ad-  . 
visable  to  do  any  thing  respecting  it. 
Parliament  ought  to  pass  a  distinct  act, 
and  not  introduce  it  as  a  mere  clause  of 
the  Mutiny  Bill.  The  clause,. as  it  now 
stood,  either  would  not  effect  the  desired 
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object  at  all,  or  it  wonid  effect  something 
far  beyood  that  object;  and  required, 
therefore,  great  nicely  in  the  wording, 
and  many  other  clauses  to  explain  and 
limit  it.  Supposing  abuses  to  exist,  a 
shorter  and  a  more  expedient  way  would 
be  for  Parliameqt,  if  it  thought  an  indi* 
Tidual  to  be  greatly  aggricTed,  to  address 
the  Crown  upon  the  subject,  and  to  obtain 
the  removal  of  those  ministers  who  bad 
BO  advised  the  Crovvn.  'To  deprive  the 
Crown  of  its  prerogative  of  controlling  the 
army,  so  far  as  the  power  of  dismissing 
jts  officers  went,  would  introduce  as  great 
an  anomaly  into  the  constitution  as  that 
which  was  pretended  to  exist  in  the  pre- 
sent system.  As  the  army  could  not  exist 
without  the  power  of  Parliament,  sa  it 
could  not  be  put  in  motion  without  the 
power  of  the  Crown ;  that  was  the  coun- 
terpoise provided  by  the  constitution ;  but 
that  balance  would  be  partly  destroyed 
if  the  proposition  of  the  noble  lord  were 
carried.  He  should  therefore  vote  against 
it. 

Mr.  Wyrm  thought,  that  as  the  Mutiny 
Bill  provided  many  of  the  temporary  re« 
gulations  of  the  army,  and  as,  under  its 
provisions,  courts-martial  were  held,  it 
could  not  be  improper  to  introduce  into  it 
a  clause  such  as  the  noble  lord  bad  pro- 
posed. He  could  not  agree  with  the  right 
hou.  gentleman,  that  the  House  could 
properly  investigate  the  case  of  this  lieu- 
tenant or  that  major  in  order  to  address 
the  Crown  in  any  particular  instance  of 
abuse.  The  course  now  proposed  would 
be  preferable.  He'should  therefore  sop* 
port  the  clause. 

The  clause  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Mr,  WhUiread  complained  of  the  power 
which  magistrates  had  of  sending  persons 
confessing  themselves  to  be  deserters  to 
the  depot  at  the  Isle  of  Wight  without 
any  record ;  and  said,  that  when  the 
clause  allowing  such  a  power  came  to  be 
ready  he  should  move  an  amendment. 

Lord  PalmerUcn  said,  that  this  power 
was  allowed,  to  prevent  the  collusion, 
which  sometimes  ,toolc  place,  when  one 
informed  against  another  for  b^ing  a  de- 
serter, and  received  the  reward,  while  the 
person  informed  against  bad  never  been  in 
the  army,  and  only  shared  the  reward 
with  the  informer. 

Mr.  Wynn  wished  that  there  should  be 
some  mark  of  disapprobation  affixed  to 
duels  in  the  army,  especially  as  some 
Gourts-martia)  now  promoted  duels.    He 


EMngraium. 


\S» 


alluded  to  the  case  of  ensign  Cowell,  who. 
fvas  dismissed  the  service  by  the  sentence 
of  a  Court-martial,  for  not  sending  a  mes«  . 
sage  in  an  affair  in  which  he  supposed 
himself  the  aggressor.  The  hon.  gentle* 
man  related  the  aOair,  by  which  it  ap- 
peared that  Mr.  Cowell  went  a  little  heated 
with  wine  to  a  theatre  at  Bourdeaux,  and 
meeting  Mr.  Harvey,  the  paymaster  of 
the  regiment,  from  whom  he  thought  he 
bad  received  some  slight,  he  behaved  to 
him  in  something  of  a  hostile  manner. 
However,  reflecting  on  his  conduct,  and 
perceiving  that  he  had  been  wrong,  he 
made  a  submission  to  Mr.  Harvey.  Yet 
though  he  acted  with  such  real  spirit,  and 
with  so  much  of  what  ever  distinguished 
the  man  of  true  bravery  and  honour,  front 
the  bully  or  the  coward,  be  was  brooRht 
to  a  court-martial  and  dismissed.  The 
sentence,  the  hon.  gentleman  said,  was 
not  only  pernicious  to  military  disciplioe, 
but  at  direct  variance  with  the  laws  of 
the  land.  What,  he  asked,  would  have 
been  Mr.  Cowell  s  situation  had  he  sent 
a  message,  and  killed  his  antagonist,  in 
an  affair  in  which  he  conceived  himself 
the  aggressor?  It  was  ever  the  sign  oC 
troe  magnanimity  not  to  be  afraid  to  make 
a  concession  for  an  injury  ;.  and  only  a 
want  of  real  bravery  would  risk  takmg 
away  the  injured  person's  life  rather  than 
submit  to  confess  a  fault.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded  by  repeating  bis  wish 
that  military  duels  should  have  some  mark 
of  disapprobation  affixed  to  them. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  be  .brought 
up  to-morrow* 
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Wednaday,  March  8. 

Emigsation.]  Mr.  Hornar  begged  to 
put  a  question  to  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
over  the  v#ay,  which  might  be  in  somo 
degree  connected  with  the  Corn  Bill. 
Much  had  been  said,  in  the  course  of  the 
debates,  of  the  danger  of  emigration  by 
our  artisans  and  mechanics ;  and  an  adver* 
tisement  had  been  put  into  his  hand» 
which,  if  correct,  would  imply  that  minis- 
ters had  been  aiding  in  promoting  the  de- 
parture of  our  manufacturers  and  others 
from  this  country.  This  advertisement 
was  from  a  person  who  styled  himself,  in  a 
Scotch  newspaper, "  government  commis- 
sioner and  general  agent  in  Scotland ;"  and 
it  stated  that  it  was  the  intention  of  minis- 
ters to  encourage  settlers  in  the  British 
provinces  of  North  America,  and  that  for 
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that  purpose  ships  were  ready  in  the  Clyde 
to  take  in  passengers,  &c.  The  bon.  and 
learned  member  wished  to  know  whether 
'government  had  given  any  authority  or 
instructions  to  the  individual  who  had  put 
forth  this  advertisement  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  could 
not  give  any  information  with  regard  to 
the  particular  advertisement';  but  be  did 
certainly  know,  that  it  bad  been  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonial  department  to  take  measures 
to  prevent  emigration  to  the  United  States, 
and  for  that  purpose  to  promote  it  to  our 
own  settlements  in  North  America. 

Mr.  Homer  gave  notice  that  on  an  early 
day  he  would  bring  the  subject  under  the 
consideration  of  the  House. 

Petitions  bespecting  th£  Corn  Laws.] 
Numerous  petitions  were  presented  relat- 
ing to  the  projposed  alteration  in  the  Corn 
Laws. 

Mr.  Baring  rose  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
senting a  petition,  signed  by  between  5 
and  6,()00  inhabiunts  of  the  city  of  Car- 
lisle and  its  immediate  neighbourhood ;  a 
-number  which  comprized,  with  very  little 
exception,  the  whole  of  the  grown  popula- 
tion of  the  district  he  had  mentioned.  The 
prayer  of  the  petition  was  similar  to  that 
which  had  been  so  frequently  stated  dur- 
ing the  evening,  namely,  that  no  altera- 
tion should  be  made  in  the  Corn  Laws. 
The  petitioners  had,  however,  made  re* 
marks  on  a  variety  of  other  subjects ;  and 
they  seemed  to  think,  that  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  was  a  very  great  nuisance. 
They  expressed  their  conviction,  that  the 
members  of  that  board,  by  tampering 
with  the  Corn  Laws,  from  time  to  time, 
had  rather  occasioned  evil  than  good. 
The  petition,  though  it  did  not  absolutely 
pray  for  parliamentary  reform,  yet  touched 
indirectly  on  that  subject.  The  sentiments 
of  the  inhabitants  of  CarU«le  were  thus  ex- 
pressed :  "  Your  petitioners,*'  say  they, 
"  are  satisfied,  that  any  hope  of  success  in 
restricting  the  importation  of  corn,  must 
arise  from  the  people  not  being  fairly 
represented — from  the  want  of  parliamen- 
tary reform.''  And  they  recommended 
to  them,  by  "  granting  no  more  public 
money  than  was  absolutely  necessary,  and 
by  doing  away  the  com  laws,  to  shew 
that  they  were  really  ready  to  support  the 
interests  of  the.  people."  He  agreed  with 
them  in  the  view  they  had  taken  of  the 
•abject;  for  no  argument-Hno  fact  that 
aver  before  had  been  lubmitted  to  that 


House— proved  so  clearly  the  insufficiency 
of  the  present  representation  of  the  coun- 
try, as  the  number  of  petitions  which  had 
been  on  this  occasion  submitted  to  parlia- 
ment, without  prodacing  any  efi&ct  what* 
ever. 

Sir  Jame$  Graham  said,  he  had  never 
heard  of  this  petition,  as  his  constituents  at 
Carlisle  had  never  favoured  him  witJitheir 
opinions  or  intentions  upon  the  subjecL 
The  whole  population  of  that  place  was  nut 
much  more  than  9|000.  With  respect  to  the 
corn  laws,  he  owned  that  he  in  |>art  agreed 
with  them.  He  had  made  it  his  business 
to  inquire  particularly  into  the  subject 
during  the  course  of  the  last  12  months; 
he  had  spoken  to  many  persons  connected 
with  agriculture  in  most  parts  of  the 
country ;  and  this  he  would  state  to  the 
House,  that  from  the  greatest  proprietors 
of  land  downwards,  he  found  they  would 
be  satisfied  with  an  average  price  of  72«. 
the  quarter,  so  as  to  have  80  or  855.  for  the 
best  wheat  in  the  market.  He  bad  heard 
from  the  best  surveyors,  that  if  the  average 
price  was  12$.  the  best  market  wheat 
would  be  80  or  S5s. ;  and  be  was  asto« 
nished  that  Parliament  should  think  of 
fixing  80«.  as  the  importation  price.  This 
was  not  only' the  language  of  honest  sur* 
veyors  throughout  the  country,  but  of  the 
greatest  landed  proprietors,  persons  who 
possessed  more  landed  property  than  most 
consumers.  He  was  therefore  astonished 
when  he  heard  gentlemen  in  that  House 
say  that  nothing  less  than  80s.  the  quai  ter 
would  satisfy  the  agricultural  interest.  He 
was  no  less  astonished  to  hear  it  asserted 
that  rent  was  not  material  in  this  question  ; 
there  could  be  no  doubt  that  rent  was  very 
material.  If  the  ty  thes  were  at  a  mtid«'rate 
compensation,  and  rents  somewhat  lower- 
ed, the  farmer  would  undoubtedly  be  also 
able  to  lower  the  price  of  grain.  L  ibour 
must  fall,  the  taxes  had  been  diminished^ 
and  would  be  diminished  still  more.  And 
was  corn  alone  to  be  kept  up  ?  The  tsuth 
was,  that  corn  had  already  fallen  one-third 
in  most  parts  of  the  couatry.  If  corn  was 
to  be  kept  up  by  a  vote  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  the  price  would  fall  so  heavy  on 
the  manufacturing  interest,  that  they 
would  be  driven  out  of  the  conntry.  if 
they  could  find  proper  protection  in  Flan- 
den,  he  had  no  doubt  thai  they  would 
leave  this  country ;  for  it  would  be  im* 
pouible  for  them  to  exist  in  it.  It  had 
been  said  thai  it  was  impossible  to  raise 
com  on  the  South  Downs»  Dnrtmoor*  and 
some  such  places,  without  a  great  expense^ 
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and  that  the  farmer  could  not  be  remune* 
rated  for  his  trouble,  unless  he  were  secured 
by  such  an  importation  price  as  that  in  the 
present  Bill.  If  the  farmer  of  these  dis« 
tricts  could  only  raise  three  quarters  of 
wheat  at  an  expense  of  18/.  it  was  a  pity 
he  should  erer  think  of  laying  out  so  much 
money  on  such  ground.  No  price  could 
ever  secure  an  adequate  return  to  such  ex- 
travagtuit  speculations;  and  e?en  \BOi,  a 
quarter  could  never  produce  any  profit  to 
the  agriculturist.  This  was  a  measure 
which  had  been  proposed,  and  supported 
in  the  House  by  those  who  were  connected 
with  land,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  borne 
with.  He  knew  well  that  wheat-had  been 
telling  in  the  country  at  5s.  a  bushel,  but 
this  wheat  was  not  fit  to  be  eaten  by  man. 
Oats,  too,  had  been  selling  at  J 25.  and  \5s, 
a  quarter ;  but  they  were  not  fit  food  for 
horses.  All  this  arose  from  the  badness  of 
the  season;  and  it  would  be  most  absurd 
to  force  that  to  be  eaten  by  man  which 
was  not  fit  to  be  eaten  by  pigs.  He  could 
assert,  that  the  best  wheat  was  now  selling 
at  80f.  and  had  never  been  selling  at  less 
than  80s.  in  several  parts  of  the  country 
with  which  he  was  acquainted ;  and  that 
the  people,  for  the  best  wheat,  were  satis- 
fied with  that  price.  It  had  been  said  they 
ought  not  to  be  deterred  by  clamour  from 
passing  this  Bill ;  he  would  not  be  de- 
terred by  clamour  from  doing  what  he 
conceived  to  be  right,  but  neither  would 
he  pass  a  bill  merely  because  there  was  a 
clamour  against  iL  He  implored  the 
House  only  to  delay  passing  this  Bill  for 
some  time,  and  to  inquire  of  honest  sor- 
Teyors  and  agriculturists,  not  those  sur- 
veyors who  were  eroplbyed  merely  to  raise 
rents,  but  those  who  decided  fairly  be- 
tween landlord  and  tenant,  what  the  pro- 
tecting price  ought  to  be.  If  they  were 
to  call  some  of  the  largest  landholders  in 
the  country^  they  would  find  that  they 
would  be  contented  with  much  less  than 
8()«.     It  was  his  own  firm  belief,  that  72s. 


give  his  vote  for  more. 

Mr.  Fawccu  said,  that  he  had  received 
letters  from  several  landholders,  stating 
that  they  had  no  desire  to  have  the  im- 
portation price  fixed  so  high. 

Sir  J.  Graham,  in  answer  to  a  question 
by  Mr.  Cawtborne,  stated,  that  wheat  was 
telling  at  10s.  the  bushel  in  Yorkshire  and 
Cumberland. 

Mr.  Wonley  Siuart  said,  he  kni>w  that  it 
bad  hettn  at  lOs.  the  bushel,  but  that  it 

Jiad  since  fallea  back.    He  had  at  one 


time  thought  that  a  lower  average  would 
have  been  sufficient;  but  having  heard  all 
the  debates  on  the  ai>bject,  he  was  satisfied 
that  the  price  twf  proposed  was  not  be- 
yond what  was  necessary  in  order  to  give 
the  farmer  a  fair  profit.  He  knew  that 
there  were  many  who  had  their  lands  in- 
closed, and  peculiarly  calculated  for  the 
raising  of  wheat,  who  might  be  desirous 
that  this  measure  should  not  pass ;  for  if 
itxlid  not  pass,  much  land  not  so  fit  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  wheat  must  be  left  un- 
cultivated, an^  then  their  good  lands 
would  procure  an  inordinate  price.  He 
was  not  at  all  surprised,  therefore,  that 
there  were  many  great  land-owners  ad- 
verse to  this  measure.  Now  the  state  of 
the  question  appeared  to  him  to  be  this : 
it  was  agreed  on  all  hands  that  here  was 
a  party  in  distress,  and  the  only  question 
was  lA  to  the  relief.  On  the  one  side  wa3 
the  great  body  of  the  agricultural  interest; 
on  the  other  many  veil -informed  persons 
certainly,  and  also  a  great  number  of  the 
lower  orders,  who  were  utterly  unable  to 
reason  accurately  on  the  subject.  Who 
was  to  decide  between  them  ?  The  Legis- 
lature unquestionably.  He  had  endea- 
voured to  form  the  most  correct  opinion 
on  the  question,  and  should  vote  accord- 
ing to  his  conscience  and  the  best  of  his 
understanding*  Having  once  clearly  as- 
certained what  was  his  duty,  he  should  be 
ashamed  to  shrink  from  it ;  and  if  he  had 
represented  the  tnost  populous  place,  he- 
should  decide  exactly  in  the  same  way, 
and  tell  his  constituents  that  they  had  no 
right  to  control  his  judgment  and  vote. 

Mr.  Cakritfi  said,  that  though  the  lower 
orders  were  not  perhaps  judges  of  all  the 
minute  details  of  a  question  of  this  kind, 
they  knew,  from  experience,  that  when- 
ever the  subject  of  wheat,  bread,  or  pro- 
visions was  mentioned  in  that  House,  it 
had  always  the  effect  of  raising  the  price 
of  them  t6  the  consumer.  With  regard 
to  the  inferior  lands  which  had  been  al- 


was  quite  sufficient ;  and  he  should  never    luded  to  by  the  hon.  baronet,  whatever 


w4s  done  by  the  House,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  keep  them  in  cultivation,  unless 
a  similar  stimulus  should  be  applied  from 
time  to  time ;  and  ^en  this  stimulus 
would  be  insufficient  to  keep  them  in  cul- 
tivation to  the  amount  wished.  Nothing 
could  be  more  impolitic  than  such  a  sys- 
tem. Had  they  not  seen  other  things 
raised  to  an  immoderate  height,  by  the 
number  of  acres  which  ha«l  been  con- 
verted from  pasture  to  arable  ?  He  said 
he  had  been  highly  pleated  to  hear  tfaa 
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bon.  baronet  expreis  himielf  as  be  did, 
because  be  was  a  roan  of  great  experience, 
bad  a  knowledge  of  atLnarts  of  the  cooo' 
try,  and  was  connectec^lUtb  some  very 
great  estates.  The  bon*  baronet  had  fixed 
on  the  same  sum  as  he  himself  had  fixed 
on.  After  the  statement  which  the  House 
bad  done  him  the  honour  to  listen  to  the 
other  night,  and  which  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Huskisson)  bad  not  re- 
futed in  any  part,  be  should  trouble  the 
House  very  shortly  at  present.  It  was 
monstrous  to  hear  the  arguments  made  use 
of  in  that  House.  Among  the  different 
burthens  of  poor-rates,  taxes,  and  tythes, 
with  which  the  farmer  was  loaded,  no 
mention  was  made  of  rent  as  a  burthen  on 
the  farmer.  He  would  say  that  he  had 
had  conversations  and  held  correspon- 
dence with  farmers  in  ditferent  parts  of 
the  kingdom ;  and  they  all  disclaimed 
that  the  present  Bill  was  a  cause  of  theirs. 
He  wished  the  House  to  consider  this  sub- 
ject more  maturely,  and  not  make  such  a 
respectable  body  of  men  as  the  agricoN 
turists  of  this  country,  odious  in  the  eyes 
of  their  fellow-citizens.  It  was  the  prayer 
of  all  of  them  that  a  measure  of  such  great 
importance,  might  not  be  precipitated. 

Mr.  •/.  Ciraham  said,  be  had  not  advised 
the  withdrawing  of  land  from  cultivation; 
be  bad  merely  said,  that  if  land  was  cul- 
tivated at  18/Lan  acre,  the  cultivator  never 
could  he  repaid.  He  had  not  said  that 
the  agriculturist  ought  not  to  be  pro- 
tected ;  agriculture  and  manufactures 
ought  equally  to  be  protected  ;  but  if  a 
preference  were  necessary,  it  ought  to  be 
given  to  agriculture,  as  it  was  productive 
of  more  moral  good. 

Mr.  MeihucH  wished  the  House  to  bear 
m  mind  thai  it  bad  been  admitted  by  an 
bon.  member,  that  the  present  Bill  bad 
already  raised  the  price. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikim  called  the  atten- 
tion of  House  to  the  petitions  which  had 
been  presented  on  the  one  side  and  the 
oth^r,  and  expressed  his  wish,  that  the 
numbers  on  each  side  should  be  ascer- 
tained and  stated.  The  petitions  against 
the  measure  were  not  signed  by  the  rabble 
who  had  committed  those  outrages  which 
all  must  abhor,  but  by  a  vast  number  of 
intelligent  people,  perfectly  competent  to 
discriminate,  and  to  form  a  correct  judg- 
ment on  the  question. 

Mr.  Shaw  Ltfcpre  stated,  that  wheat  bad 
been  rising  in  Heading  market  for  these 
four  «fctks  past,  and  was  noW  selling  at 
88s.  the  quarter.    He  thought  that  noicase 


bad  been  made  out  to  justify  the  inter* 
ference  of  Parliament  to  this  extent. 

Mr.  Baring  hoped  the  inhabitanu  of  all 
the  petitioning  towns  would  receive  such 
support  as  had  been  given  by  the  bon. 
member  for  Carlisle  to  their  con^ituents. 
The  bon.  baronet,  who  was  so  well  ac« 
quainted  with  the  country,  bad  told  them, 
that  if  a  committee  of  impartial  and  fair 
men  ^ere  appointed,  much  less  would  be 
found  requisite  than  805.  a  quarter.  But 
he  bad  always  argued  from  ihe  partial 
report  itself,  that  the  price  ought  to  be 
much  less.  An  bon.  gentleman  whose 
displeasure  be  had  formerly  incurred,  had 
even  himself  said  that  nomething  less  thaa 
80f.  would  do.  He  had  only  to  regret 
that  those  who  thought  80f.  too  much, 
when  there  was  a  question  for  leaving  out 
80f.  were  generally  in  the  majority. 

Mr.  I'hilip9  presented  a  petition  from 
certain  journeymen  tailors,  assembled  at 
their  house  of  call,  the  Peacock,  in  Clare* 
market,  against  any  alteration  in  the  Cora 
Laws ;— which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

Conn  Bill.]  On  the  motion  that  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  Corn  Bill, 
be  now  brought  up. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  rose,  and  after 
stating  that  be  was  afraid  to  trust  his  feel- 
ings on  this  occasion,  he  proceeded  to  ob- 
serve, that,  when  he  witneaed  such  a 
multitude  of  petitions  laid  on  the  table  of 
that  House,  and  saw  how  little  they  were 
attended  to  by  those  who,  no  doubt,  were 
desirous  of  being  considered  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  people,  he  could  not  help 
believing  that  the  people  had  just  reason 
to  complain  that  they  were  not  freely  and 
fairly  represented.  Those  who  were  ene« 
mies  to  parliamentary  reform  ought  to 
mark  the  powerful  engine,  which,  by 
their  neglect,  they  placed  in  the  hands  of 
those  who  contended  that  the  representa- 
tion was  not  what  it  ought  to  be.  No 
person  conid  suspect  that  he  was  hostile 
to  the  agricultural  interest ;  but  he  could 
not  forget  the  great  services  which  the 
commercial  interest  had  performed  for  the 
country;  sertices  by  which  the  empire 
was  enabled  to  make  the  effectual  stroff- 
gle  which  had  been  so  gloriously  termi- 
nated. The  bon.  baronet  then  proceeded 
to  animadvert  on  a  speech  delivered  on  a 
former  evening  by  Mr.  Yorke,  at  the  de- 
livery of  which,  he  acknowledged  be  was 
not  present.  The  right  bon.  gentleman, 
he  observedi  appeared  all  of  a  indden  to 
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forget  the  commercial  interest  entirely, 
and  called  on  the  House  to  support  the 
agriculiural  interest  alone.  For  his  own 
part,  he  thought  it  better  to  adhere  to  a 
system  already  tried,  and  found  efficient, 
than  to  adopt  experiments,  however  beau- 
tiful the  theory  by  which  they  were  sup- 
ported. He  should  always  prefer  making 
the  amount  of  the  rent  depend  on  the 
price  of  corn,  rather  than  render  the  price 
of  corn  consequent  on  the  amount  of  the 
rent  He  concluded  by  moving,  "  That 
the  Report  be  brought  up  this  day  six 
months/' 

Mr.  Yorke  denied  that  be  had  ever 
spoken  of  the  commercial  interest  in  the 
manner  attributed  to  him. 

Lord  Nugent  rose  to  second  the  amend- 
ment. He  said  that  on  the  same  grounds 
on  which  the  other  night  he  had  voted 
■gainst  going  into  a  committee,  he  should 
now  give  his  hearty  and  decided  vote 
against  receiving  the  report.  Under  an 
impression  of  the  difficulties  with  which 
the  question  was  surrounded,  and  the  im- 
portance of  the  interests  involved,  he  had, 
not  without  some  hesitation,  arrived  at  a 
decided  opinion  by  which  to  direct  his 
conduct.  But  the  question,  as  it  now 
stood,  involved  other  considerations  be- 
sides those  of  the  ultimate  expediency  of 
the  legislative  measure.  He  thought  the 
question   had  been  hurried    through  the 

'  House,  up  to  its  present  stage,  in  a  manner 
indecorous  to  Parliament,  and  injurious  to 
the  people  of  England.  On  a  question 
of  such  intricacy,  and  such  importance  to 
our  commercial  as  well  as  landed  interest, 
time  ought  to  have  been  given  to  members 
to  instruct  and  satisfy  their  own  minds,  so 
that,  even  should  they  be  disposed  to 
concur  in  the  necessity  of  the  Bill,  they 
might  have  means  and  opportunity  to 
reconcile,  if  possible,  the  wishes  and  feel- 
ings of  their  constituents.  No  such  oppor- 
tunity bad  been  given,  and  the  Bill  had 
been  hurried  through  with  a  haste  ill 
becoming  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
or  the  gravity  of  Parliament.  The  people 
of  England  were  at  the  doors ;  he  meant 
not  in  riotous  and  tumultuous  meeting, 
but  in  respectful,  constitutional,  and  right- 
ful remonstrance,  by  way  of  petition. 
This  was  not  a  moment  for  hurrymg  such 
a  Bill,  or  for  running  as  it  were  a  race  for 

'  time  against  the  petitions  of  the  people. 
He  trusted  he  was  as  little  disposed  as  any 
man  who  heard  him  to  concede  any  thing 
to  the  outcry  of  a  mob,  which  wu  as 
tontemptible  as  it  was  riolent    He  felt 
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as  strongly  as  any  man,  that  the  delibera- 
tions ef  the  House,  to  be  useful  to  the 
country,  must  be  unbiassed  and  unintimi- 
dated ;  and  never  would  compromise  the 
freedom  of  so  important  an  agency.    But, 
on  the  other  hand,  as  an  humble  individual 
sitting  in  that  House,  he  could  not  consent 
that  the  people  of  England  should   be 
thrust  from  the  bar  without  time  for  peti- 
tion, nor  that  the  voices  of  those  by  whose 
franchise  gentlemen  sat  there  should  ,be 
unheard    or  disregarded.      Besides   this 
view  of  the  subject,  on  which  he  mainly 
and  readily  rested  his  vote,  there  were 
several  considerations  on  which  he  should 
pause,  both  as  to  the  justice  and  the  policy 
of  the  measure.     He  thought  that  it  was 
imposing  a  high    standard  price  on  an 
article,  which  as  it  had  fluctuated  under 
the  burthens  and  chances  of  war,  so  would 
it,  under  the  influence  of  peace,  find  its 
own  proper  and  natural  level.    The  mea- 
sure would,  he  thought,  encourage  to  aa 
alarming  extent  emigration   among  the 
middling  orders^  particularly  among  ma- 
nufacturers, who  would  export  arts,  enter- 
prize,  and  hands,  to  those  countries  "where 
sustenance  was  cheaper,  and  the  wages  of 
labour  corresponded  better  with  the  means 
of  life.     He  thought  no  case  had  been 
made  out  to  convince  the  House  that  this 
inmiffiKiii  standard  would  have  the  ultimate 
effect  of  keeping  corn  at  a  more  moderate 
level ;  but  be  was  convinced  that  the  imme- 
diate operation  of  it  would  be  the  reducing 
the  labouring  class  to  a  more  wretched  de-> 
pendence  on  parochial  assistance  than  the 
poor-laws  had  already    placed  them  in. 
It  belonged  to  older  men  than  himself  to 
recollect  the  good  days  of  the  English 
peasantry.     The    high    and   honourable 
pride  wnich  once  kept  the  peasant  from 
stooping  to  parochial  relief  was  now  ex- 
tinct, the  possibility  of  his  maintaining 
himself  and  his  family  by  honest  labour 
was  now  no  more ;  and  laws  sucb  as  these 
would  perpetuate  this  wretched  change, 
would  make  it  worse,  and  bring  down  a 
free  and  gallant  peasantry  to  the  abject 
state  of  serfs  of  the  soil.     The  English 
peasantry  had  done  much  in  our  support ; 
bad  made  many  sacrifices,  through  a  long, 
arduous,  and,  at  one  time,  nearly  hopeless 
wan     We  had  animated  their  exertions 
by  bidding  them  look  to  the  blessings  of 
peace,  whenever,  under  Providence,  peace 
should  arrive.    They  had  abided  with  us, 
and  for  us,  the  pelting  of  the  storm.    The 
storm  was  overpast,  and  what  was  the 
poor  man's  reward  in  peace  i  What  were 
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the  bleiaingt  of  peace  to  the  poor  men? 
Did  ihey  consist  in  a  lower  price  to  him 
for  bis  luxuries  or  his  plearures  i  No.  In 
the  low  price  of  breadt  How  did  we 
render  the  blessings  of  peace  intelligible 
to  a  poor  man's  mind  ?  By  talking  to 
him  of  a  lower  price  of  his  daily  bread. 
And  now  we  barbarously  and  insultingly 
told  him  to  enter  with  us  into  an  abstract 
and  distant  speculation^  on  a  standard  price 
of  corn«  which  began  by  raising  it,  and  by 
placing  him  for  ever  a  wretched  depend- 
ant on  the  bounty  of  a  parish  overseer. 
He  had  never  given  a  more  cordial  or 
eager  vote  than  the  one  be  should  give 
for  the  hon.  baronet's  amendment. 

Mr.  Dauglat  completely  acquiesced  in 
the  principle  of  the  Bill,  though  bethought 
the  price  of  SOf.  too  high:  that  pomt 
being  fitly  arranged,  he  was  convinced 
that  It  would  promote  materially  the  ge- 
neral prosperity  of  the  empire.    It  should 
be  recollected,  that  it  had  been  two  years 
under    the   consideration  of  parliament. 
With  respect  to  the  exorbitant  renu,  it 
ahould  be  remembered,  that  in  what  were 
called  the  good  old  times,  the  landlord 
was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  rent  to  the 
amount  of  one-third  of  the  produce,  but 
now  all  that  was  allowed  him  was  a  fourth, 
and  sometimes  only  a  fifth.    It  was  only 
by  acting  in  a  liberal  spirit  that  our  ma- 
nufactures had  flourishcM) ;  and  the  agri- 
culture of  the  country,  with  the  same  en- 
couragement, without  detriment  to  trade, 
would  thrive  in  an  equal  proportion.     It 
was  said  that  land-owners   had  derived 
great  advantages  from  the  events  of  war ; 
but  the  liberal  principles  on  which  they 
had  acted  ought  not  to  be  forgotten.    It 
was  impossible  that  the  labouring  agricul- 
turists could  subsist  in  England  as  they  did- 
even  in  the  most  favoured  countries  of  the 
continent  that  he  had  recently  visited,  and 
where  he  saw  the  peasants  living  upon 
peas,  beans,  and  the  lowest  fare,  in  order 
to  supply  wheat  to  the  peasantry  of  Great 
Briuin.    He  allowed  that  the  petitions 
upon  the  table  were  numerous,  but  the 
condition  of  the  people  and  the  means 
they  possessed  of  forming  an  accurate 
judgment  ought  to  be  considered  when 
the  value  of  those  petitions  was  to  be  esti- 
mated.   Those  who  were  most  deeply  in- 
terested on  the  other  side  of  the, question 
bad  comparatively  few  opportunities  of 
coming  before  Parliament,  and,  besides, 
ibe  arguments  employed  against  the  Bill 
were  such  as.  readily  to  alarm  the  preju- 
d  ices  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  community. 
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Mn  PM/^s  said,  that  according  to  tha, 
argument  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  agricol* 
ture  had  stimulated  commerce;  but  tho 
fact  was,  that  commerce  had  stimulated 
agriculture.    One    object,    it   had   be^a 
urged,  was  to  prevent  fluctuation  of  price  ; 
but  no  argument  bad  been  employed  to 
shew  how  It  was  to  be  prevented;  and 
yet,  before  that  was  shewn,  the  House  was 
to  be  told  that  the  restricting  price  waa 
to  occasion  cheapness,  and  prevent  fluc- 
tuation.    If  high  rents  could  be  fairly  and 
justly  obtained,  he  would  not  object  to 
them ;  but  those  who  opposed  this  mea- 
sure, complained  of  landholders   taking 
unnatural  and  artificial  means  to  increase 
rents.    During  the  last  twenty  years,  the 
value  of  the  fee  simple  had  been  doubled^ 
and  rents  had  been  raised  in  proportion* 
Gentlemen  had  boasted  of  ihe  superior 
condition  of  the  agriculturists;    but  ha 
maintained,  that  it  was  the  manufacturera 
who  had  chiefly  contributed  to  the  sup* 
port  of  the  country.    The  House  should* 
therefore,  pause,  before  they  adopted  a 
measure  which  could  not  fail  to  be  in- 
jurious to  that  description  of  persons.    It 
was  by  means  of  the  demand  for  agricuU 
tural  produce  that  high  rents  had  been 
obtained,  and  that  demand  had  been  from 
the    manufacturers.     From   whence,    he 
would  ask*  had  our  army  and  navy  been 
supplied  ?  It  had  been  said,  from  the  agri- 
culturists only ;  but  the  noble  lord  at  the 
head  of  the  war  department  could  not 
fail  to  acknowledge,  that  they  were  fur- 
nished also  from  the  commercial  and  ma- 
nufacturing classes.    It  would  be  a  great 
misfortune  to  the  country,  if  the  people 
were  to  be  told  that  the  commercial  and 
manufacturing  interesu  were  to  be  little 
attended  to,  and  all  the  consideration  was 
to  be  given  to  the  agriculturists.    Proper 
respect  should  be  paid  to  the  voice  of  the 
people,  and  he  trusted  that  those  who  had 
been  advocates  for  this  measure  would 
not  proceed  in  a  course  which  must  tend 
to  increaie  the  popular  ferment. 

Mr.  WellcMl^  Pole  said,  that  not  having 
yet  spoken  opon  this  subject,  he  was 
anxious  to  taxe  an  opportunity  of  ex- 
pressing his  high  approbation  of  ^he  mea- 
sure before  the  House,  in  all  its  parts. 
He  wished  it  to  be  distinctly  understood* 
that  it  was  his  decided  opinion  that  a  wiser 
measure  could  not  have  been  brought  for- 
ward ;  and  he  hoped  that  his  right  hon. 
friend  would  not  be  induced  to  shrink 
from  his  duty,  or  to  alter  the  measure  in 
any  respect*  either  as  applied  to  the  prin* 
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ciple  or  to  the  execotion.  He  thought 
80f.  was  the  price  that  ought  to  be  fixedj 
to  protect  the  grower  of  corn,  aad  to  en- 
able him  to  compete  with  foreign  markets : 
it  ought  to  be  recollected,  that  it  was  only 
a  protecting  price,  and  not  a  sum  which 
the  farmer  woald  obtain  for  his  wheat 
He  was  persuaded  that  no  Bill  could  have 
been  introduced  that  would  at  once  so  well 
consult  the  interest  of  the  grower  and  the 
consumer,  the  farmer,  land^owner,  and  ma- 
nufacturer. Was  it  politic  and  just  to  reduce 
>  the  rental  of  the  whole  kingdom  one-fourth? 
Would  the  hon.  member  for  Wiltshire 
support  those  who  professedly  wished  to 
reduce  the  rents  in  so  great  a  proportion  ? 
The  situation  in  which  Ireland  was.  Was 
an  argument  in  favour  of  the  measure  be- 
fore the  House.  Ireland  was  one  of  the 
great  sources  of  our  support,  and  miefat 
wiih  proper  encouragement  render  us  m- 
dependent  of  foreign  aid.  We  obliged 
ber  to  take  our  manufactures,  and  in  time 
of  scarcity  stopped  the  distilleries,  which 
were  the  great  sources  of  her  revenue,  in 
order  that  we  might  derive  supply  from 
them.  And  in  our  turn  should  we  not 
give  ber  the  preference  over  foreigners  ? 
It  was  necessary,  also,  by  some  legislative 
measure,  to  prevent  the  fluctuation  of 
prices.  He  should  not,  therefore,  be  in- 
duced by  any  consideration  to  give  up 
any  part  of  the  Bill  before  the  Housfe. 
As  to  the  charge  of  precipitation  which 
had  been  brought  against  the  supporters 
of  the  Bill,  it  had  been  three  .years  ago 
before  the  House,  and  three  weeks  under 
discussion,  and  the  debates  had  gone  to  a 
length  almost  unexampled.  He  gave  due 
weight  to  the  petitions;  but  when  he  had 
once  made  up  his  mind,  no  quantity  of 
petitions  heaped  on  the  table,  or  of 
clamour  out  of  doors,  should  induce  him 
to  give  his  vote  against  his  judgment. 

Sir  M.  W.  Ridley  said,  that  last  year 
he  bad  not  voted  for  this  Bill,  because  he 
had  no  information  upon  the  subject.  He 
had  since,  however,  considered  the  mea- 
sure, and  was  sure  that  protection  was 
necessary  to  the  farmer.  To  what  extent 
that  protection  ought  to  go,  however,  was 
another  question.  In  his  opinion,  the 
prices  at  which  lands  were  at  present  let, 
must  be  reduced ;  and  he  was  satis6ed  the 
true  English  landlord,  when  he  saw  the 
necessity  of  such  a  step,  would  not  hesi- 
tate to  adopt  it.  It  was  necessary  and 
good  for  all  orders  of  the  community,  that 
rent  should  be  at  a  fair  and  moderate  rate ; 
bat  at  present  the  prices  were  unques- 
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tionably  too  high.  He  thought,  too,  the 
proposed  restrictive  price  of  80i.  was  much 
more  than  was  necessary  to  protect  the 
agricultural  interests,  and  under  that  im- 
pression alone  he  should  vote  for  the 
motion  of  the  hon.  baronet.  He  took  the 
opportunity  of  stating,  that  he  had  pre- 
sented a  peUtion  from  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  signed  by  25,000  persons,  which 
had  been  agreed  on  at  a  meeting  where 
the  business  had  been  transacted  with  the 
utmost  decorum  and  unanimity.  He  was 
sorry  that  he  could  not  go  the  whole 
length  of  the-  petition,  which  stated  that 
no  legislative  measure  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Methutn  said,  he  should  oppose  the 
Bill  at  all  events,  whether  the  cousequence 
was  to  lower  the  price  of  rents  or  not. 
Though  the  House  should  not  be  influenced 
by  clamour,  yet  when  the  voice  of  the 
people  was  so  unanimously  expressed  in  a 
constitutional  manner  by  petitions,  it  should 
be  attended  to. 

Mr.  Cakraft  said,  that  so  many  circum« 
stances  had  occurred  since  the  committee 
on  the  subject  of  the  Corn  laws  had  ter« 
minated  their  labours,  that  that  circum- 
stance alone  would  have  induced  him  to 
press  the  necessity  of  further  investigation. 
It  was  said  that  the  measure  was  not  pre- 
cipitated, because  some  change  in  the 
Corn  laws  had  for  three  years  been  agi- 
tated. But  had  it  been  discussed  in  three 
years  of  peace  ?  Had  .the  price  of  labour 
been  reduced  for  three  years  ?  Had  the 
property  tax  been  removed  during  that 
period  ?  The  country  was  now  in  a  totally 
new  state  from  that  in  which  it  was  whea 
the  question  was  first  brought  forward.  A 
great  deal  had  been  said  on  the  subject  of 
Ireland ;  and  he  thought  it  proper,  that 
consistently  with  moderate  cheap  prices 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  Ireland 
should  have  the  monopoly  of  the  home 
market.  But  he  had  heard  nothing  to 
prove  that  so  high  a  price  as  80f.  was 
necessary  to  protect  the  interests  of  Ire- 
land. There  was  nothing  to  prove  that 
by  agreeing  to  the  protecting  price  of  72#. 
he  had  been  a.  niggard  as  to  the  Irish  in- 
terests. As  the  wages  of  labour  depended 
on  the  price  of  bread,  it  was  not  possible 
to  apply  the  same  prohibitions  to  the 
trade  in  wheat  as  to  that  in  cottons 
or  other  articles  of  manufacturing  produce* 
He  agreed  that  rents  must  and  ought  to 
fall.  Rents  were  the  effect  and  not  the 
cause  of  prices.  The  landlords  had  pro- 
perly taken  advantage  of  the  high  prices 
to  raise  the ir  rents,  and  they  should,  now 
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the  pricet  were  Ioir«  redoce  iheoif  end 
woald  not  be  worae  off  with  the  lower  than 
they  had  beea  with  the  higher  rents.  The 
fermert  were  ewere  that  the  object  of  the 
measure  wu  to  clinch  the  present  high 
rents,  and  therefore  were  hostile  ta  iu 
The  first  effect  of  the  measure  would  be 
to  throw  the  labourer  on  the  parish,  from 
which  necessity  he  had  been  just  escaping. 
Such  would  be  the  eflect,  at  least  in  Eng- 
land. In  Ireland  and  Scotland  wheat  did 
not  form  the  common  food  of  the  people. 
JMoch  as  he  deplored  all  that  had  passed 
in  the  metropolis,  and  howefer  be  should 
Jiave  been  disposed,  if  the  cause  had  been 
,that  of  the  rabble  of  the  oTorgrown  metro- 
polis, and  not  of  all  the  people  of  the 
kingdom,  to  withdraw  his  support,  he 
should  not  be  induced  to  vote  in  fa? our  of 
the  Sill  eren  by  the  disgraceful  conduct 
of  the  mob;  and  be  hoped  the  House 
would  not  draw  inferences  unfaroorable 
-to  the  petitions  which  had  been  presented 
to  them,  from  the  conduct  they  had  wit- 
nessed. 

Mr.  Cfterles  Long  said,  in  considering 
this  question,  his  object  was  to  do  that 
which  was  most  benc^cial  to  all,  and  par- 
.ticularly  to  the  labouring  and  poor  classes 
of  society.  The  more  he  haid  reflected 
vpon  the  subject,  the  more  he  was  con- 
vmced,  that  the  manufacturer,  the  shop- 
keeper, the  farmer,  and  the  labourer,  had 
not,  with  reference  to  this  question^  as  some 
gentlemen  supposed,  distinct  and  con- 
tending interestSi  but  that  the  interests  of 
all  were  inseparably  connected  and  united. 
The  bon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last  bad 
said»  that  the  wages  of  labour  had  fallen 
very  much,  in  many  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and. he  asked  whether  this  wu  not 
a  great  blessing  ?  Whether  it  was  a  bless- 
ing or  an  evil  depended  upon  the  cause; 
if  the  wages  of  labour  had  fallen  be- 
cause the  farmer  could  not  affiird  to 
employ  the  labourer,  and  on  this  ac- 
count many  of  the  industrious  classes  of 
society  were  thrown  out  of  work,  which 
he  believed  to  be  the  fisct,  the  fall  of  the 
wages  of  labour,  in  that  case,  he  considered 
to  be  a  great  evil ;  it  was  a  mockery  to 
tell  the  labourer  that  he  waste  hare  bread 
cheap,  if  you  did  not  give  him  wages  to 
buy  It.  Many  of  the  poor  be  had  heard  had 
aigned  the  petitions  against  the  Bill,  upon 
being  asked  whether  they  wished  to  have 
bread  cheap  or  dear.  Who  did  not  wish 
for  cheapnessi  as  far  as  it  was  practicable 
to  attain  it?  Butif  they  had  been  told  that 
a  very  low  price  of  bread  would  necessarily 
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be  accompanied  with  a  proportionably 
lower  price  foi:  the  wages  of  labour,  if  they 
knew  their  own  interests  they  would  not 
have  petitioned  against  the  BilU  The 
truth  is,  that  if  the  farmer  cannot  grow 
bis  corn  to  a  profit,  he  will  not  employ 
the  labourer  at  the  same  wages  to  colti* 
Tate  it;  in  that  case  the  labourer  cannot 
purchase  of  the  shopkeeper  as  he  was  ac* 
customed  to  do,  or  the  shopkeeper  of  the 
manufacturer;  so  that  though  the  farmer 
may  feel  the  present  evil  in  the  first  in« 
stance,  the  labourer  will  feel  it  shortly,  ia 
the  loss  or  lowering  of  his  wages,  and  the 
shopkeeper  and  manufacturer  in  the  di* 
minished  sale  of  their  |^oods;  and  thosa 
who  say  that  things  might  be  cheaper 
than  they  are,  and  yet  bear  a  relative  pro- 
portion to  each  other,  forget  thatxhe  taxes 
cannot  now  be  reduced,  if  we  mean  to 
keep  faith,  as  he  trusted  we  always  should, 
with  the  national  creditors.  Some  of  the 
opponents  of  this  measure  had  said,  that 
the  evil  complained  of  might  be  remedied 
by  the  landlords  lowering  their  rents :  bo 
did  not  agree  with  those  who  said  that 
rents  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  price  of 
corn ;  he  considered  rent  as  one  of  the 
charges  which  the  farmer  incurred  in  the 
cultivation  of  bis  land,  and  he  knew  that 
rents  bad  been  raised  in  some  instances 
exorbitantly  high.  Adventuring  land- 
jobbers  had  been  found  to  give  extrava* 
Rant  prices  for  land,  and  adventuring 
farmers  bad  given  enormous  rents  for 
them;  but  this  was  in  contemplation  of 
much  higher  prices  of  com  than  he  hoped 
we  should  ever  see  again :  the  rents  of  such 
la^ds  must  come  down  very  much,  and 
would  come  down,  whether  this  Bill  passed 
or  not;  but  he  did  not  believe  that,  gene- 
rally speaking,  the  rents  of  the  country 
gentleman  had  been  disproportionably 
raised,  or  that  the  rent  he  now  received 
would  purchase  more  goods,  than  (he  rent 
he  received  twenty  years  ago :— the  evi- 
dence before  the  two  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment proved  this ;  and,  if  so,  we  had  no 
more  right  to  call  upon  the  landlord  to 
redoce  those  rents,  which  were  not  unrea- 
sonable, than  we  had  to  call  upon  the 
manufticturer  to  sell  his  goods  at  a  less 
profit  than  that  at  which  he  now  sold 
them.  Nor  would  such  a  reduction  of  rent, 
if  we  could  enforce  it,  cure  the  evil ;  for 
there  is  much  laiul  now  in  the  cultivation 
of  corn,  which  would  not  pay  the  expenses 
at  the  present  price,  even  if  it  were  let  to 
the  farmer  rent-free.  Several  gentlemea 
had  afgaed  that  .the  protecUng  price  of 
(F) 
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60f.  the  quarter,  Would  be'the  actual  price: 
the  protecting  price,  and  the  actual  selling 
price  bad  oo  reference  to  each  other,  and 
to  their  arguments  he  would  oppose  facta. 
They  would  Bnd,  for  70  years  previous  to 
the  year  1763,  the  actual  price  bad  been 
irery  considerably  indeed  below  the  pro- 
tecting price:  the  protecting  price  had 
been  raised  in  1791,  and  for  five  years 
iifter,the  actual  price  had  been  very  much 
"below  it ;  this  he  thought  was  conclusive 
upon  this  point.  Some  gentlemen  had 
•Iso  argued^  that  the  evidence  before  the 
House  did  not  support  so  high  a  protect-* 
ing  price  as  80s.  the  quarter,  because  it 
^as  agreed  to  take  off  the  property  tax, 
Vmce  the  evidence  was  given :  but  it  must 
be  recollected  that  the  witnesses  did  not 
•peak  of  the  protecting  price,  but  of  the 
remunerating  price  to  the  former ;  and  if 
the  protecting  price  was  80s.  the  price 
received  into  the  farmer's  pocket  when 
the  average  amounted  to  that  sum,  must 
be  less,  because  the  charges  of  conveying 
it  to  the  port  where  the  average  is  taken, 
piust  be  deducted.  If,  therefore,  it  was  the 
intention  to  give  the  farmer  as  his  remu- 
nerating price  80ff.,  before  foreign  impor- 
tation is  permitted,  the  protecting  price* 
ahould  be  s^t  higher ;  but  for  this  nobody 
'Contended; — and  all  he  contended  for  was« 
that  evidence  justified  the  price  which  was 
proposed.  It  had  been  said  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  measure,  that  the  effect  of  it 
would  be  to  make  cnrn  generally  dearer  ; 
be  was  convinced  that  for  any  number  of 
years,  it  would  make  it  generally  cheaper, 
by  creating  an  independent  supply.  With 
the  encouragement  the  Bill  held  out.  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  would,  generally  speak- 
ing, grow  sufficient  corn  for  the  consump- 
tion of  the  empire.  If  we  depended  upon 
foreigners,  we  were  at  their  mercy  as. to 
price,  or  as  to  any  supply  whatever,  and 
they  might  withhold  it  when  we  stood 
•fiiost  in  need  of  it ;  and  it  was  in  evidence 
before  us,  that  they  always  raised  the 
price  in  proportion  to  our  wants.  If  there 
was  a  large  body  of  the  people  who  did 
not  look  deeply  |?nough  into  questions  of 
this  sort,  thoroughly  to  understand  them, 
and  who  would  prefer  present  plenty  to 
future  famine,  be  trusted  the  Legislature 
would  not  participate  in  any  such  delo- 
aion.  Many  of  our  manufactures  had 
been  protected  by  restraints  and  prohibi- 
tions upon  foreign  importation  :  the  Legis- 
lature had  done  this,  not  for  the  sake  of 
the  manufacturer,  but 'for  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  community ;  ao  he  would 
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protect  the  agriculture  of  the  coantry, 
not  for  the  sake  of  the  farmer,  with  whosa 
separate  interests  he  had  nothing  to  do, 
but  for  the  general  benefit  of  the  people 
at  large. 

Mr.  Majaribanh  statedy  that  in  the 
part  of  Scotland  with  which  be  was  ac- 
quainted, the  rents  had  increased  from  IOil 
or  15s.  an  acre,  to  28s.  and  thence  to  40f. 
This  increase  had  arisen  from  the  increased 
industry  and  skill  of  the  farmers.  The 
leases  were  granted  for  nineteen  or  twenty- 
one  years,  which  gave  the  farmers  confi- 
dence, so  that  on  farms  of  500/.  a  year, 
2,000/.  capital  was  frequently  employed* 
I'he  tenants  would  be  rery  unjustly  treated, 
if  after  having  expended  large  suilis  on  their 
land,  they  were  exposed  to  foreign  com- 
petition. The  labourers  at  present  in 
Scotland  lived  much  better  than  the  tenants 
had  lived  formerly,  and  wheaten  bread 
was  substituted  for  oatmeal .  The  measure 
was,  therefore,  as  warmly  supported  by 
the  lower  as  by  the  higher  classes  in  hit 
part  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Pmli^  said,  he  approved  of  the 
principle  of  the  Bill,  but  wished  the  price 
to  be  fixed  at  the  lower  rate.  He  thought 
that  80s.  was  by  no  means  to  be  warranted  : 
and  that  the  House,  in  adopting  that  high 
price,  would  be  doing  what  was  unneces- 
sary and  uncalled  for.  He  wished  the 
matter  to  be  re-considered,  and  would 
therefore  support  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Huskision  expressed  his  attonisli- 
ment  that  the  hon.  gentleman  who  h^d 
just  spoken  should  have  declared  himself 
in  favour  of  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  and 
yet  declare  his  intention  to  agree  to  a 
prqposition  which  would  at  once  prevent 
the  possibility  of  that  principle  being 
recognized  in  any  shape.  He  considered 
the  best  co^rse  would  be  to  permit  the 
report  to  be  received,  and  then  to  propose 
any  alteration  in  price  which  the  Hoaae 
might  think  it  expedient  to  adopt,  in  pre- 
ference to  the  sum  suggested  by  his  right 
hon.  friend  who  brought  in  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Fhday,  in  explanation,  said,  he  had 
not  misunderstood  the  question,  for  he 
meant  the  measure  should  be  amended 
by  another  bill. 

Mr.  Tknuy  said,  that  if  he  were  satis- 
fied it  was  meant  upon  bringing  up  the 
report  to  take  it  into  farther  consideration, 
with  any  view  to  conciliation,'  he  should 
not  think  the  amendment  necessary.  Bat 
seeing  that  so  many  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  declared  their  determination 
not  to  give  way,  that  indeed  they  would 
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make  no  eoncentoa  whatever  to  the  opi'* 
nioD  of  the  coontry,  if  this  retolution  were 
not  relaxed,  he  should  feel  it  bis  daty  to 
take  e?ery  opportunity  of  opposing  such  a 
measure*  If  it  were  stated  from  any  au* 
thority,  that  it  would  be  proposed  in  any 
future  stage  to  reconsider  the  Bill,  in  order 
to  reconcile  the  public  to  iu  adoption,  he 
ahoakl  not  resist  the  original  motion ;  but 
if  the  gentlemen  opposite  continued  to 
press  the  measure  in  its  present  shape. 
Mid  with  the  rapidity  that  appeared  the 
wish  of  some  members,  he  should  feel 
himself  bound  to  afail  himself  of  every 
occasion  that  offered  to  oppose  iis  progress 
and  adoption. 

Mr.  Fretum  renewed  his  former  senti« 
ments  in  favour  of  the  measure,  and  denied 
that  the  tenantry  were  inclined  to  give 
up  their  leases  from  any  pressure  of  high 
rents.  In  his  opinion  the  Bill  was  essen* 
tial»  and  that  to  fix  upon  a  lower  price 
tbaaSOi.  would  only  be  deceiving  the 
House  and  the  country. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  it  would  be  an  out- 
rage upon  the  opinion  of  the  public  to 
press  the  measure  with  the  precipitancy 
alluded  to,  but  which  he  could  not  believe 
to  be  seriously  intended  by  the  gemlemen 
on  the  other  side,  until  the  design  was 
actually  avowed  by  some  authority.  A 
measure  of  such  importance  had  certainly 
neveir  been  so  hurried  through  the  House. 
On  all  former  propositions  with  respect  to 
corn,  the  public  were  allowed  ample  time 
to  consider  and  understand  the  subject 
before  it  was  passed  into  a  law.  He  hoped 
that  a  similar  opportunity  would  be  af- 
forded  upon  this  occasion.  If,  however, 
his  hopes  were  unfoupded,  and  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  promoters  of  this  measure 
to  posh  it  forward  with  such  rapidity,  he 
should  think  it  his  duty  to  oppose  it  in 
every  stage. 

Mr.  PorbeM  said,  that  from  all  the  infor- 
mation which  he  had  received,  and  espe- 
cially from  Scotland,  76s.  was  deemed  to 
be  an  amply  suflflcient  protection,  for  our 
agricultural  interest :  if  it  was  intended, 
therefore  to  persist  in  fixing  upon  80i.,  he 
ahould  think  it  his  duty  to  vote  for  the 
amendment. 

On  a  division,  the  numbers  were. 

For  the  Amendment 50 

Against  it 168 

Majority    ......... 118 

The  report  being  then  brought  up, 

Mr.  Bwring  rose  and  deprecated  the 
haste  with  which  it  was  apparently  in- 
tended to  proceed  with  this  BiU.    When 


the  Bill  was  aboutto.be  committed|  it  was 
said  by  its  promoters,  that  when  it  had 
gone  through  the  committee,  the  country 
would  be  best  enabled  to  understand  and 
judge  of  its  merits ;  but  now  that  it  had 
passed  the  committee,  it  streined  the  reso- 
lution not  to  afifurd  the  country  time  .  to 
judge  upon  the  subject;  nay,  nor  evea 
due  time  to  let  the  people  at  large  become 
acquainted  with  it.  He  maintained  that 
no  instance  had  ever  occurred  in  which  a 
measure  of  importance  had  been  so  hur- 
ried, even  where  there  was  no  such  mani-* 
festation  of  public  opinion.  But  the  dif- 
ferences which  existed  among  even  those 
who  were  essentially  of  the  same  opinion 
as  to  the  principle  of  the  Bill,  furnished  a 
reason  for.  farther  deliberation.  .  Some, 
differed  upon  the  question  of  average; 
others  upon  the  subject  of  assize.  •  In  hia 
opinion,  as  the  House  determined  to  grant ' 
what  was  called  a  protection  toagiiculture^ 
it  would  be  b.etter  to  settle  this  matter  by^, 
duties  than  by  prohibitions,  because,  by 
such  an  arrangement  money  would  be  re- 
ceived by  our  own  Exchequer,  instead  of 
being  put  Into  the  pockets  of  foreigners. 
For  if  the  import  price  were  settled  at 
80i.  it  would  be  sdisurd  to  expect  that 
corn  could  be  had  from  foreigners  at  les& 
than  that  price  Indeed,  such  corn  could 
not  be  looked  for  at  less  than  625..  or  H$Sm 
and  the  difference  would,  of  course,  go  to 
foreigners,  instead  of  being  received,  as  ha 
proposed,  by  our  own  Treasury ;  but  the 
plan  would  be  still  more  productive  if  thn 
scale  of  duties  commenced  at  63s.  It 
seemed,  however,  that  the  advocates  of 
this  measure  objected  to  his  proposition^ 
however  preferable  for  the  public  interest^ 
lest  the  idea  of  a  duty  upon  corn  should 
excite  an  outcry.  Thfse  gentlemen  were 
probably  influenced  in  the  choice  of  pro- 
hibition rather  than  duties,  by  a  mere  wish 
to  catch  at  a  little  popularity. .  [*  ^o,  no,', 
from  sevrral  voices]^  Well,  these  gen- 
tlemen possibly  contemned  popularity.  , 
although,  God  knew  they  wanted  it.  But 
his  Majesty's  ministers  might  perhaps 
think  the  public  voice  entitled  to  some're« 
gard,  and,  if  so,  they  must  feel  the  pro- 
priety of  consulting  the  judgment  of  the 
country  upon  this  important  question. 
That  judgment,  however,  could  not  be 
ascertamed  unless  time  was  afforded.  In 
every  direction  the  people  were  collecting 
to  express  their  opbion.  This  day  a 
meeting  was  to  take  place  in  Wiluhire,  ii| 
order  to  consider  the  question.  All  waa 
hurry  and  bustle  to  petition  the  Hoiue« 
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for  every  heart  tnd  head  in  the  coantry 
wai  interested  in  the  subject.  He  should 
be  glad,  then,  to  hear  from  ministers  any 
reason  why  iiv  decency  such  a  measure 
should  be  precipitated.  According  to  the 
language  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer, it  was  truly  unworthy  of  the 
dignity  of  the  House  to  allow  its  decision 
to  be  affected  by  the  petitions  of  corporate 
bodies,  or  to  pay  any  deference  to  fur 
gowns  or  gold  chains:  but  he  differed 
most  materially  from  that  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman ;  and  he  thought  the  extreme  inte- 
rest and  anxiety  which  the  public  mani- 
fested upon  this  occasion,  was  entitled  to 
the  most  deliberate  consideration.  Sorely 
ministers  could  not  pretend  to  hurry  the 
bill  in  consequence  of  any  of  those  riots, 
which  were  a  disgrace  to  our  police ;  and 
really  with  such  a  measure  as  the  eri* 
dence  of  the  magistrates  at  the  bar  de- 
scribed, it  would  be  matter  of  surprise  if 
the  peace  were  not  disturbed.  These  riots 
be  deplored  and  deprecated,  and  the  more 
BO  because  such  riots  were  always  calcu- 
lated to  injure  the  object  the  rioters  pro- 
fessed to  regard.  Indeed,  if  an  artful  con- 
triver wished  to  promote  a  measure  of  this 
nature,  he  could  scarcely  hit  upon  abetter 
expedient  than  a  riot.  He  had,  however, 
iio  suspicion  of  such  an  expedient  on  this 
occasion,  for  he  was  quite  sure  that  the 
ri^ht  hon.  gentleman  who  brought  forward 
this  measure  had  not  contrived  the  sacri- 
fice of  his  own  windows.  But  all  these 
riots  were  attributable  solely  to  the  gross 
neglect  of  the  home  police;  for  if  it  were 
not  such  neglect,  how  could  Westminster- 
ball  have  become  a  scene  for  discussion 
between  the  Attorney-General  and  the 
mob  ?  There  were,  it  was  notorious,  no 
riots  in  the  city,  the  police  of  which  was 
superior  to  that  of  Westminster.  In  the 
city,  from  which  a  petition  fo  numerously 
signed  was  laid  on  the  table  of  that  House, 
the  people  proceeded  with  the  utmost  tran* 
nuillity.  In  Manchesterand  Liverpool, also, 
the  public  peace  was  in  no  degree  d  isturbed. 
But  notwithstanding  the  public  anxiety 
which  prevailed  in  all  the  populous  towns 
from  which  petitions  had  been  presented, 
BO  disturbance  had  occiirred.  Indeed,  the 
public  meetings  upon  this  subject  were 
generally  remarkable  for  a  degree  of  order 
and  decorum,  which  might  be  held  outas  an 
example  to  much  more  exalted  assemblies 
in  which  more  order  and  regularity  was  lobe 
expected.  Even  at  the  Westminster  meet- 
ing yesterday,  although  an  attempt  was 

mado  to  couple  the  measure  with  parhamen*  i 
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tary  reform,  the  iniblic  peace  wu  in  no  de* 
gree  disturbed.  But  had  a  ferment  even  pre* 
vailed,  would  any  gentleman  state  that  aa 
a  reason  for  precipitating  the.  measure 
that  produced  the  ferment?     Could  any 
man  decently  state  such    a  reason   for 
enacting  any^  measure  without  doe  delibe* 
ration  ?     The  hurry  of  this  measure  was^ 
in  fact,  a  great  cause  of  the  uneasiness  not 
of  doors  :    snch,  indeed,  was  the  anxiety 
created  by  this  hurry-^soch  the  appro* 
hension  out  of  doors,  that  sufficient  titne 
would  not  be  allowed  for  considering  the 
subject,    that   not    unfrequently    half  a 
pamphlet   was    advertised    through    the 
country,  promising  the  other  half  if  it 
could  be  brought  out  in  time  before  the 
Bill  was  passed.    But  the  advocates  of  thia 
measure  seemed  resolved  to  prevent  the 
fulfilment  of  these  promises,    and  were 
literally  running   a    race  with    all    the 
printers'  devils  of  the  country.    That  tbtt 
measure  had  had  plenty  of  discussion  ta 
that  House,  he  was  ready  to  admit ;  but  he 
denied  that  the  country  had  had  a  suffi- 
cient opportunity  of  considering  it,  and 
therefore  he  should  propose  M  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  report 
until  the  first  Monday  alter  the  &ster 
recess.    If,  however,  he  shonld  fail  in  him 
motion,  and  the  measure  should  still  be 
hurried,  it  would  not  be  bis  fault  if  the 
Bill  had  not  that  title  annexed  toit  whick 
it  deserved.    The  hon.  member  adverted 
to  the  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the 
amount  of  the  import  price,  which  waa 
evinced  among  the  meeting  at  lord  Liver- 
pool's, and  which  difference  also  prevailed 
in  that  House*  This  difference  was  indeed 
such,  that  if  gentlemen  would  vote  only  as 
they  spoke,  without  as  well  as  within  the 
House,  a  decisive  majority  would  appear 
against  SOt.  But  some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
act  on  this  question  as  members  of  a  politK 
cal  party  were  sometimes  understood  to 
argue,  namely,    '  let  us  go  without  oar 
friends,  and  not  split  hands  to  divide  our 
party.'    It  was  evident,  he  thought,  that 
this  must  be  an  importing  country.    For 
the  last  twenty  3'ears  we  hsd  imported 
corn ;  and  If  our  manufactures  did  not  de* 
dine,  we  should  continue  to  import  it* 
'  But,'  said  some  agriculturists,  who  sup* 
ported  the  measure, '  let  us  have  the  mono* 
poly  of  the  home  market,  and  we  will  sup* 
ply  yon  with  sufficient  corn/   But  to  thoao 
gentlemen  he  would   answer,  that  tbey 
with  that  monopoly  could  not  afioni  to 
supply  the  market  at    less   than  doublo 
the  price }  that  is  at  80i«  While  com  wio 
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to  be  bad  eliewbcn  afc  40f.  As  to  Ibe 
capacity*  bowcTcr,  of  tbote  gentlemen  to 
topply  tbe  bome  market^  he  must  be  allow* 
ed  todoabt  it.  For  he  could  not  help  pre* 
feriing  experience  and  evidence  to*  con- 
jecture and  tpecalation ;  and  hence  he  waa 
led  to  conclude,  that  we  thoold  continue  to 
import  com.  Having  that  prospect  then 
before  us,  he  considered  tbe  present  raea^ 
rare  as  peculiarly  objectionable,  and,  set« 
ting  aside  the  question  as  to  the  interest  of 
our  manufacturers  altogether,  be  would 
put  it  to  gentlemen,  whether,  if  tbe  case  of 
any  third  country  were  under  considera- 
tion, it  would  preclude  that  country  from 
buying  food  from  any  other  nation,  al* 
though  it  could  obtain  th4t  food  at  half 
th^  price  that  it  could  ailbrd  to  grow  it  ? 
As  to  the  case  of  Ireland,  he  thought  that 
question  disposed  of  by  the  admiuton  on 
the  other  side.  For  the  Irish  being  free 
from  poor-rates  and  other  burthens  to 
which  tbe  agriculturists  of  this  country 
were  subject,  of  course  that  price  which 
would  afford  protection  to  the  latter  must 
amply  secure  the  former.  The  Irish 
growers  were  therefore  ^uite  safe ;  which 
gave  him  the  utmost  satisfaction,  feeling, 
as  he  did,  a  lively  solicitude  for  the  in- 
terests of  that  country.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man  then  repeated  his  former  arguments 
against  the  measure  and  ils  precipitancy ; 
and  denied  that  those  who  thought  with 
bim  were  at  all  exposed  to  the  conse- 
quence of  being  indifferent  to  tbe  agricul- 
tural embarrassments  of  the  country,  al- 
though they  would  not  support  a  perma- 
nent measure,  which,  in  their  opinion, 
could  be  obviated  with  foil  effect  by  one 
of  a  temporary  operation.  He  concluded 
with  moving.  That  tbe  further  consideration 
of  the  report  be  postponed  until  the  first 
Monday  after  the  Easter  recess. 

Mr.  kobuuom  rose  to  observe,  that  be 
had  already  suffered  so  much  from  the 
consequences  of  misconception  and  mis- 
representation, that  be  was  the  less  inclined 
to  allow  any  opportunity  to  pass  when 
he  was  so  assailed,  without  meeting  it  as 
be  conceived  he  was  entitled  to  do.  With 
this  feelinff,  therefore,  he  desired  to  know, 
•what  tbe  hon.  gentleman  meant  when  he 
nasertcd  that  be  bad,  for  the  sake  of  catch- 
ing at  popularity,  consented  to  sacrifice, 
to  the  choice  of  the  present  measure,  what 
be  knew  was  for  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  ?  He  did  not  believe  an  import 
duty  would  be  preferable  to  a  prohibitory 
price;  on  the  contrai^,  he  had  expressed 
fcuBielf  quite  of  i^  diMent  opinion;  and 


be  was  at  loss  to  know  what  tbe  bon.  gen* 
tieman  had  seen  in  his  public  life  to  war« 
rant  bim  in  supposing  he  could  act  with 
such  duplicity,  or  what  right  he  had  to 
suppose  that  he  would  condescend  to  lend 
himself  to  such  a  line  of  conduct. 

Mr.  JUorm^  said,  that  he  did  not  mean 
to  apply  the  observations  personally. 
What  he  bad  stated  in  the  way  of  argu- 
ment was,  that  an  opinion  generally  pre* 
vailed,  that  it  would  have  been  preferablo 
to  have  imposed  a  duty.  He  did  not  meaa 
to  imply  that  tbe  right  hon.  gentleman, 
with  such  a  conviction  on  his  mind,  bad 
nevertheless  proposed  the  prohibition, 
from  any  desire  to  obtain  popularity ; 
but  he  certainly  did  state  that  mioistera 
had  abandoned  their  duty  in  advocating  m 
prohibition,  because  they  thought  a  doty 
would  bave  been  unpopular* 

Mr.  Robittion  replied,  that  his  reason  for 
calling  upon  the  hon.  gentleman  for  an 
explanation,  was  because  he  had  affirmed 
that  they,  his  Majesty's  Government,  bad 
abandoned  what  they  knew  to  be  tho 
better  course,  and  had  adopted  another, 
from  motives,  the  mere  suspicion  of  which 
was  degrading  to  them.  If;  however,  iho 
hon.  gentleman  denied  such  an  applica- 
tion of  bis  words,  there  was  of  course  an 
end  of  the  matter ;  but  for  bis  own  sake, 
he  could  not  permit  it  to  pass  without 
notice. 

Mr,  Baring  repeated,  that  he  bad  no 
such  intention,  and  especially  that  be  had 
no  thought  of  personally  alluding  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  He  bad  made  the 
observation,  because  not  only  himself,  but 
several  sensible  persons  with  whom  he  had 
conversed,  were  of  opinion  that  a  duty 
would  have  been  tbe  better  mode  of  pro« 
ceeding. 

The  Ckmcdior  qf  ike  Eitkeguer  said, 
that  when  be  heard  the  conduct  of  that 
House  charged  with  indecent  precipita- 
tion in  prosecuting  the  present  measure, 
he  felt  it  his  duty  to  repel  that  charge  in 
the  most  distinct  and  positive  manner* 
Every  member  must  know,  on  tbe  con- 
trary, that  few  questions  had  undergone 
so  much  deliberation ;  and  as  no  change 
bad  been  suggested  of  the  plan  originalTr 
brought  forward  by  bis  right  hon.  friend, 
he  did  not  see  the  necessity  for  delay ; 
and  he  trusted  tbe  House  would  not  suffer 
itself  to  be  taunted,  by  tbe  imputation  of 

f precipitancy  or  cowardice,  into  a  dere- 
ietion  of  its  doty  in  bringing  the  measure 
to  a  conclusion.  Whatever  suspicion 
might  be  tbrown  upon  bimself,  he  wenid 
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not  pretend  to  the  apathy  of  being  insen- 
sible to  the  danger  of  protraction.  He 
would  not  disgoise  bis  apprehension^  that 
any  unnecessary  delay  might  only  tend 
to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  metropolis ;  in 
his  opinion,  there  would  be  more  real 
cowardice  in  giving  way  to  the  threatening 
riots  which  existed,  and  in  transferring 
the  legislaliye  functions  from  their  con* 
•titutional  guardians,  the  King,  the  Lords, 
and  Commons,  to  an  outrageous  mob. 
With  regard  to  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hoD.  gentleman,  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  said,  he  had  certaidly  been  of 
opinion  last  session,  that  a  duty  would  be 

S referable  to  a  protecting  price;  but  he 
ad  since  seen  reason  to  alter  his  opinion, 
and  having  already  stated  the  grounds  of 
that  .change,  he  should  not  think  it  necev 
sary  to  imitate  the  conduct  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  repeat  his  speech  for  the 
sixth  time.  As  to  the  petitions  which  had 
been  presented,  no  member  of  that  House 
felt  more  disposed  to  listen  to  them  with 
respect  than  he  did ;  but,  at  the  same  time, 
he  apprehended  they  were  not  to  consider 
the  opinions  of  furred  gowns  and  golden 
chains,  as  authoritative  upon  a  subject 
like  the  present.  It  would  become  those 
magistrates  to  open  their  Egyptian-hall 
again,  to  call  together  their  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  petitioners,  to 
tell  them  that  they  had,  upon  their  infor- 
mation, petitioned  Parliament  without  any 
just  cause,  to  confess  that  their  arithmetic 
waa  false,  that  their  arguments  wflre  un- 
sound, that  their  conclusions  were  erro- 
neous, and  that  they  had  better  re-con- 
sider the  subject  well  before  they  peti- 
tioned again,  or  not  petition  at  all.  One 
conimon  error  had  run  through  the  whole 
of  the  discussions  upon  the  present  subject, 
that  of  confounding  the  protecting  with 
the  remunerating  price,  which  were  not 
necessarily  or  naturally  the  same,  as  had 
been  proved  by  the  experience  of  half  a 
century.  With  regard  to  steadiness  of 
price,  there  was  nothing  more  certain  to 
secure  that,  than  a  source  of  supply  which 
we  could  always  command ;  and  as  far  as 
human  wisdom  could  secure  any  thing,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  the  present  system 
was  calculated  to  secure  for  us  such  a  re- 
gular and  steady  supply.  He  begged  to 
express  his  most  positive  denial  of  any 
tiling  like  a  combination  on  the  part  of 
the*  Irish  members  for  the  support  of  in- 
terests peculiarly  Irish ;  for  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  interesUofEng1and«  which 
comprehended  the  welfare  of  all,  were  as 
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dear  to  them  as  those  of  the  country  they 
happened  to  represent  in,  that  House.  He 
agreed  with  the  hon.  member  thai  to  pass 
a  corn  law  was  a  '  toogh  job ;'  and  it 
ought  to  be  so.  In  an  evil  hour,  about 
forty  years  ago,  they  had  departed  from 
that  system  under  which  the  country  had 
found  prosperity  for  above  half  a  centory  ; 
he  hoped,  however,  they  would  return  to 
it  again  as  soon  as  possible,  and  having 
returned,  adhere  to  it.  [Hear!] 

Sir  James  Shaw  said,  that  the  observa* 
tions  which  had  fallen  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  respecting  furred  gowns  and 
golden  chains,  called  for  some  reply  from 
him,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would  in- 
dulge him  for  a  very  few  moments.  He 
could  not  help  complaining  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  for  his  personal  allusions  ; 
but  in  the  statement  which  he  (sir  James) 
had  made,  and  had  made  after  consulting 
with  persons  better  acquainted  with  the 
subject  than  himself,  he  conceived  that  he 
was  only  discharging  his  doty.  Since 
that  time  he  had  conversed  with  other  in- 
dividuals/ by  whom  his  statements  had 
been  completely  confirmed. 

Sir  J.  Netpjxjrt  vindicated  the  conduct 
of  the  Irish  members  upon  the  present 
question,  and  contended  that  the  English 
manufacturer  had  no  right  to  coroplaia 
that  Ireland  was  driving  them  to  extremi* 
ties,  while  they  commanded  the  monopoly 
of  the  Irish  market ;  and  all  that  Ireland 
required  in  return  was,  to  have  her  agri* 
cultural  intei^est  preferred  before  those 
of  Poland  and  France.  He  deprecated 
the  idea  that  the  measure  before  them 
should  be  considered  as  a  divided  one  be« 
tween  the  two  countries,  when,  in  fact,  it 
comprehended  the  interests  of  the  whole 
empire. 

Mr.  Siuart  Wortley  said,  that  he  consi- 
dered 76s.  9k  sufficient  protection  to  the 
farmer ;  but  to  obtain  that  for  him.  it  was 
necessary  to  adopt  one  nominally  higher, 
and  that,  therefore,  he  voted  for  80s.  He 
denied  that  there  was  any  intention  on  the 
part  of  the  supporters  of  the  Bill  to  keep 
up  the  rent%;  on  the  contrary,  he  waa 
convinced  that  the  ultimate  effect  of  the 
Bill  would  be  the  reduction  of  the  rents. 
Nor  was  there  any  just  ground  for  the 
charge  of  precipitation,  for  the  measure 
had  been  in  contemplation  for  a  conside- 
rable time,  and  had  undergone  the  delibe- 
rate consideration  of  committees  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  With  all  due  re- 
spect for  the  petitioners  on  this  subject* 
he  conceived  thai  those  petitioners  wer^ 
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one  party  m  the  coiintry»  »ird  the  House 
btd  therefore  to  determine  hetween  the 
two  parties  who  had  appealed  to  them  for 
JQfttice. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  stated,  that  his  reason  for 
Tothig  for  the  postponement  was,  because 
he  did  not  wish  to  see  the  House  pledged 
against  the  common  sentiment  of  the  peo* 
pie.  If  it  was  discovered  that  the  acting 
vpon  a  confessedly  uncertain  opinion  pro- 
duced  temolt,  h  would  be  wiser  not  to 
posh  the  matter  to  extremity  at  once,  but 
to  wait  and  see  the  effect  of  further  delibe- 
ration and  delay. 

The  House  then  divided  on  Mr.  Baring's 
•aendment. 

For  the  amendment   •••• 57 

Against  it    205 

Majority ..—.149 

.  The  Speaker  informed  the  House  that 
the  next  stage  of  the  business  was  to  de« 
cide  whether  the  price  of  80f.  which  hsd 
been  named  in  the  committee  should  be 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Caicrt^ft  reminded  gentlemen  that 
all  who  were  not  prepared  to  say  that  as 
high  a  price  as  80«.  was  necessary,  whe- 
ther they  thought  72f.  or  74^.  or  76s.  or 
even  78s.  the  proper  limit,  were  bound  to 
negative  by  their  vote  the  present  ques- 
tion. 

The  House  again  divided : 

For  the  price  of  80s 184 

Against  it    • 78 

Majority  ...-.106 

The  other  parts  of  the  report  relating  to 
the  inferior  grains  came  under  discus- 
aion  ;  after  which,  the  Sill,  with  amend- 
ments, was  ordered  to  be  engrossed. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  then 
moved  that  the  Bill  should  be  read  a  third 
lime  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  he  must  take  the 
aense  of  the  House  upon  this  question, 
although  after  so  long  a  discussion  he  did 
'not  think  it  necessary  to  adduce  any  fur- 
ther arguments.  He  considered  that  the 
Bill  was  hurried  through  the  House  with 
indecent  precipitation,  and  must  enter  bis 
protest  against  it«  He  moved  as  an 
•mendment,  that  the  Bill  be  read  a  third 
tisue  on  Friday  s^'nnight 

Sir  Gilbert  Heoii^oie  seconded  this 
amendment*  The  right  hon.  gentlemen 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House  were  much 
snistaken,  if  they  supposed  that  the  passing 
in  a  hurry  a  Bill  so  repugnant  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  people  could  have  the  effect  of 
nl laying  those  feelings. 

Tlie  Uo«se  divided : 
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For  the  amendment    ••••    46 

Against  it    • ••  220 

Majority -.^..^174 

On  the  re-admis^ion  of  strangers  into 
the  gallery, 

Mr.  lr€$tern,  cheered  by  the  whole 
House,  was  strongly  insisting  on  the  pro- 
priety of  calling  out  the  military,  when 
the  civil  power  was  not  sufficiently  strong 
to  repress  the  multitude  out  of  doors,'  who 
wished  to  influence  the  proceedings  of  the 
House  by  their  violence* 

Lord  Camlereagh  thought  what  the  hon. 
gentleman  had  just  ottered  must  be  in 
unison  with  the  feelings  of  every  man  in 
that  House,  and  with  those  of  every  man 
out  of  it  who  knew  how  to  value  the  Bri- 
tish constitution,  and  the  blessings  which 
he  enjoyed  in  this  free  and  happy  country. 
If  the  legislators  of  Great  Britain  might 
not  debate  on  those  measures  which  to 
them  appeared  to  demand  their  considera- 
tion, without  being  threatened  in  their  per« 
sons  and  injured  in  their  property,  the 
liberties  of  Englishmen  were  gone.  And 
if  the  persons  concerned  in  the  tumults  out 
of  doors  thought  their  representatives  in 
parliament  so  lost  to  themselves,  and  so 
forgetful  of  their  duty  to  the  community, 
as  to  suffer  these  disgraceful  riots  to  have 
any  influence  on  their  conduct ;  if  they 
thought  their  outrages  would  incline  them 
to  the  smallest  relaxation  of  their  duty-^ 
they  little  knew  what  those  who  sat  in 
that  House  felt  they  owed  to  their  own 
character,  and  to  the  interests  of  those 
who  sent  them  there.  He  hoped  by  their 
conduct  that  night,  they  would  teach  the 
ignorant  and  inutuated  persons  (for  such 
he  trusted  they  were)  with  whom  these 
diorders  originated,  that  they  knew  their 
duty,  and  were  not  to  be  deterred  from 
performing  it  by  clamour  nor  by  outrage. 
He,  however,  was  anxious  that  that  which 
had  occurred  should  not  be  exaggerated* 
Some  houses  had  certainly  been  attacked; 
and  this,  in  a  city  so  large  as  London, 
might  be  easily  effected  by  a  few  wicked 
men,  proceeding  from  one  place  to  an- 
other; but  ii  was  right  to  state^  that  the 
metropolis  generally  had  not  been  thrown 
into  a  sUte  of  clamour  or  disaffection. 
The  police  had  not  been  negligent;  but  no 
police  could  prevent  such  attacks  from 
being  made  in  different  parts  of  the  town 
under  circumstances  like  the  present.  It 
would  be  false  mercy  not  to  take  the 
most  effectual  means  to  check  such  out- 
rages ;  the  boo.  gentleman  might  be  as- 
suredi  the  Executire  felt  this  to  be  their 
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daty ;  bat  a  desire  to  forbear  as  long  as 
possible  from  proceeding  to  eztreaiitjes« 
waty  he  was  certain,  that  line  of  conduct 
which  #oiild  best  secure  the  confidence  of 
the  House.  The  Executive  would  firmly 
stand  by  the  Legislature,  and  make  every 
exertion  the  emergency  of  the  case  might 
demand  to  protect  them,  and  with  them 
the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Whiihread  folly  concurred  in  many 
of  the  sentiments  that  had  fallen  from  the 
noble  lord,  and  was  equally,  persuaded 
that  all  attempts  to  compel  members  to 
TOte  in  opposition  to  their^Jconsciences 
would  be  Iruitless.  On  the  contrary,  it 
was  known  that  in  some  cases  the  effect 
was  directly  the  reverse,  for  several  mem- 
bers had  voted  in  favour  of  the  Bill,  be- 
cause such  means  had  been  resorted  to  in 
order  to  influence  their  conduct.  What  the 
ooble  lord  had  said  respecting  lenity,  par- 
ticularly as  applied  to  the  police,  how- 
ever, was  very  distinct  from  negligence. 
From  what  passed  on  the  former  night 
upon  this  point,  the  majority  of  members 
must  be  convinced  that  efiectual  steps  had 
not^  been  taken ;  and  Mr.  Whitbread 
scrupled  not  to  say,  that  those  to  whom 
the  public  peace  had  been  entrusted,  had 
Bibt  done  their  duty.  On  a  former  night, 
he  had  suggested  a  distinct  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  the  High  Bailiff  of  West- 
minster, and  of  the  magistrates  whose 
presence  bad  been  required  ;  .but  the  sug- 
gestion was  over-ruled.  How  neceisary 
it  was,  subsequent  proceedings  of  the 
riotous  mob  had  shewn.  He  did  not  mean 
to  assert  that  the  police  of  the  metropolis 
generally  had  neglected  its  doty ;  but  it 
waste  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
department  that  the  House  and  the  coun- 
try must  look  for  security ;  and  he  hoped 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  would 
be  able  to  give  satisfisctory  information, 
first,  as  to  what  measures  of  precaution, 
and  next,  as  to  what  measureo  of  preven- 
tion had  been  resorted  to,  and  what  safety 
the  metropolis  was  to  hope  for  in  future, 
should  these  outrages  be  continoedi  Al- 
though it  was  true,  as  the  noble  lord  bad 
said,  that  the  danger  was  not  exceedingly 
great,  yet  the  met  was  known,  that  so 
negligent  had  the  police  been  in  the  dis- 
charge of  its  duty,  that  the  populace  who 
bad  on  the  previous  night  attacked  the 
house  of  a  right  hon.  gentleman^  had  been 
able  in  the  broad  noon-day  to  renew  and 

trosecute  that  attack.     The  noble  lord 
ad  assured  the  House  that  the  Executive 
QoTemment  woold  sund  by  the 
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tore,  but  in  the  present  circumstanaes 
scmethtng  more  than  a  mere  assurance 
was  required.  He  called  upon  Mr.  Hiley 
Addington  to  state  what  the  Secretary  of 
State  had  done  upon  this  subject,  that  his 
conduct  at  least  might  stand  justified  to 
Parliament. 

Mr.  Addmgitm  expressed  himself  ob- 
liged to  the  hon.  member  for  giving  him 
this  opportunity  of  atating  what  steps  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  depart- 
ment had  taken  to  secure  the  tranquillity 
of  the  metropolis.  He  was  sure,  that 
merely  to  state  the  outlines  of  the  varioua 
measures  of  precaution  and  protection 
would  be  sufficient.  The  first  step  waa 
taken  as  early  as  Monday  last ;  indeed, 
on  the  evening  before,  they  had  been  com* 
menced,  but  on  Monday  last  lord  Sid- 
mouth  had  sent  a  letter  to  the  lord  mayor^ 
pointing  out  the  necessity  of  paying  m 
strict  attention  to  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  of  the  city.  Afterwards  ten  magis^ 
trates  were  appointed  to  different  districts^ 
that  had  been  previously  arranged. 

Sir  C  Burreli  spoke  to  order :  be  thought 
such  a  disclosure  of  the  steps  taken  bj 
Government  likely  to  defeat  the  verj 
object  in  view. 

Mr.  IVyim  observed,  that  the  statement 
might  be  contrary  to  discretion,  but  could 
not  be  contrary  to  order.  Of  the  pro- 
priety of  making  the  statement  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  to  judge. 

Mr.  Yorhg  observed,  that  there  was,  in 
truth,  no  question  before  the  House,  end 
recommended  the  reading  of  the  other 
orders  of  the  day. 

The  l^eaker  admitted  that  there  was  no 
regular  question ;  but  suggested,  that  on 
important  occasions  like  the  present  the 
ordinary  regularity  of  proceeding  waa 
dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Addrngtm  said,  he  was  only  about 
to  state  the  outline  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Executive  Government,  in  pursuance, 
as  he  understood,  of  the  wish  of  the  House. 
If  it  were  their  pleasure,  be  was  quite 
willing  to  proceed  with  his  statement; 
[Cries  of  •  No,  no,'  from  all  sides,]  at  leaat 
it  miffht  be  some  satisfoction  if  he  assured 
the  House  upon  his  own  responsibility,  na 
far  as  it  wu  of  value,  and  he  pledged 
himself  to  prove  the  fact  inconteatably* 
that  every  possible  measure  of  precanttoa 
and  prevention  bad  been  resorted  to ;  that 
no  means  had  been  omitted,  and  no  expo* 
dient  left  untried. 

Mr.  Poni<mby  rose*  but,  from  the  groot 
confusion  prevailing  in  the  HouiCi  conld 
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not  for  loiii^  monents  he  heard.  He 
tgreed  thai  it  vraa  wiae  to  give  directions 
to  the  police  and  military  lo  beaa  forbearing 
as  pjMsible,  since  the  subject  was  one,  of  all 
others*  on  which  some  degree  of  intemper- 
ance might  be  expected  and  ezcosed ;  but 
if  this  intemperance  were  pushed  too  far, 
forbearance  would  be  construed  into  pusil- 
lanimity. It  ought  to  be  remembered  in 
censuring  the  police,  that  in  a  large  me- 
tropolis, it  was  impossible  for  the  police 
to  be  present  At  all  points  of  attack.  It 
was  far  better,  however,  to  err  on  the  side 
of  lenity  than  of  severity :  severe  measures, 
in  bis  judgment,  ought  not  to  be  resorted 
to  until  there  was  not  a  man  in  the  metro- 
polis, with  the  exception  of  those  who 
suffered  from  them,  who  would  not  admit 
that  they  were  jostifiable. 

Lord  Castiereagh  was  not  aware  that 
members  had  sustained  any  personal  in- 
jury or  inconvenience  in  at^nding  their 
duly  in  parliament  since  the  former  night. 
Biots  of  this  kind  were  happily  not  of 
frequent  occurrence  in  this  metropolis, 
smd  consequently  the  means  of  preventing 
or  quelling  them  might  not  so  readily  be 
resorted  to.  He  hoped  that  hon.  gentle- 
men would  feel  the  same  spirit  of  forbear- 
ance before  they  attached  blame  to  the. 
magistrates,  who  had  not  been  guilty  of 
any  pusillanimity,  although  they  might 
have  acted  with  too  little  severity  on  par- 
ticular occasions. 

Mr.  Whkbread  said,  that. though  he  did 
pot  mean  to  assert  that  the  magistrates 
might  have  prevented  the  tumult  or  the 
interference  of  the  military  when  it  was 
excited,  yet  he  thought  that  a  reprimand 
to  them  would  have  been  well  timed, 
and  might  have  prevented  many  calami- 
ties. On  a  future  day  he  hoped  that  doe 
inquiries  would  be  made  into  the  steps 
adopted  by  .the  Execntive  Government. 
The  House  could  not  be  ignorant  that  an 
unconstitutional  police  bad  been  raised  by 
act  of  parliament  at  agreatannual  expense, 
for  the  express  purpose  of  rendering  unne- 
cessary the  interposition  of  military  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  metropolis. 
He  hoped,  on  investigation,*  that  it  would 
lorn  out  that  the  police  had  been  properly 
distributed,  and  that  its  timely  ait)  had 
been  required :  no  man  was  more  anxioqs 
that  lenity  should  be  shewn  than  liim- 
■elf;  but  it  should  remembered  that  if 
recurrence  were  had .  to  9tv^^  measures, 
they  were  made  requisite  by  the  negli- 
fpeoce  of  the  police. 
.  Mr.  Yifrh  thaoght  it  qttita  nugatory  to 
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talk  of  the  police  of  London,  or  any  police 
that  could  be  sufficient  to  oppose  such 
tumults.  If  the  Government  and  Parliay 
ment  neglected  to  take  proper  measures 
to  repress  them,  it  would  be  quite  idle  and 
ridiculous  to  continue  talking  in  that 
House  about  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
Englishmen,  at  a  time  that  no  man  was 
safe  in  bis  own  house.  If  such  proceed* 
ings  were  allowed  to  continue,  there  could 
be  no  government  or  parliament  in  the 
country,  unless  the  parliament  was  with* 
drawn  from  the  metropolis,  and  summoned . 
to  meet  in  some  other  city  or  town  in  the 
kingdom.  He  trusted,  however,  that 
those  disgraceful  scenes  would  be  soon 
terminated. 

Mr.  Alderman  Allans  thought  the  dan* 
ger  so  preuing,  that  he  recommended  the 
immediate  introduction  of  a  bill,  which 
might  then  go  .through  the  6rst  stage,  ibr 
establishing  additional  magistrates  in  all 
the  parishes  of  the  metropolis,  with  a  pro- 
portionate  number  of  constables. 

Mr.  HunkisMon  remarked,  that  a  bill  was 
not  necessary  for  such  a  purpose,  if  addi- 
tional (lid  were  required.  After  what  had 
passed  that  night,  and  after  the  devastations 
the  infuriated  and  blind  rabble  bad  com- 
mitted,  be  hoped  that  no  member  would 
again  venture  to  assert  that  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  House  had  given  sufficient 
provocation  to  the  people  of  England  to 
commit  these  outrages.  The  greatest 
danger  had  resulted  entirely  from  the 
mode  in  which  these  debates  had  been 
conducted.  This  night  he  had  heard  with 
indignation  that  he  could  scarcely  repress, 
the  -basest  motives  aiid  lowest  designs 
attributed  to  the  supporters  of  this  measure. 

The  Speaker  here  interposed,  and  remind- 
ed the  right  hon.  gentleman  that  there  were 
several  orders  of  the  day  to  be  disposed  of. 
•  Mr.  baring  rose  with  considerable 
warmth,  conceiving  that  he  had  been 
personally  alluded  to  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down.  He 
hoped  that  the  House  would  allow  him  to 
say  a  few  words  to  vindicate  himself  from 
what  he  considered  a  most  unprovoked 
attack. 

Mr.  PiizgeraU  interposed,  and  said  that 
if  Mr.  Baring  had  any  claiin  to  he  heard, 
Mr.  Huskisson  had  a  right  to  conclude 
what  he  was  about  to  say  when  interrupted 
by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Tiertuy  conceived  that  Mr.  Hut* 
kisson  had  finished  the  accusation  he  made 
upon  his  hon.  friend,  who  had  a  right  la 
be  heard  in  his  own  vindication. 

(G) 
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Mr.  Piitgerald  repeated  bis  remark,  bot 
from  the  coafosion  preTailing  in  the 
Hou»e,  it  was  scarcely  aadible. 

The  Speaker,  when  order  was  restored, 
remarked,  that  he  had  interrupted  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  conceiving  that  he 
vras  transgressing  the  bounds  usually  as- 
signed. If  he  were  allowed  to  conclude, 
after  due  reflection,,  upon  what  he  had 
before  said,  it  would  be  but  just  that  Mr. 
Baring  should  be  pertnitted  to  reply. 

Mr.  Hutkisson  added,  that  he  bad  stated 
his  confirmed  opinion,  and  could  not  be 
induced  to  retract  it.  The  hon.  meaiber 
hadvsaid,  as  he  understood,  that  the  dis* 
turbances  had  been  occasioned  by  the 
provocations  afforded  by  the  House.  This 
"was  a  sentiment  on  which  it  became  any 
'and  every  member  to  animadverU  *What 
he  was  about  to  say  further  at  the  time 
the  Chair  interposed,  was,  that  he  implored 
the  House  not  to  attribute  the  basest  and 
most  unworthy  motives  to  members  who 
defended  the  Bill,  but  in  future  discussions 
to  avoid  accusations,  and  discuss  the  mea- 
sure upon  its  real  merits. 

Mr.  Barmg  said,  that  what  remarks  he 
had  made  upon  the  Bill  he  had  offered  in 
the  conscious  discharge  of  his  duty,  from 
which  nothing  should  induce  him  to 
shrink.  It  was  most  unjust  and  unfair 
that  any  individual  in  that  House  should 
point  out  another,  from  the  line  of  con« 
duct  that  others  pursued,  as  the  author  of 
the  HI- treatment  of  the  members,  and  of 
the  disturbances  in  the  metropolis.  What- 
ever were  his  opinions  upon  this  Bill,  he 
had  declared  them,  and  would  still  avow 
them,  and  what  effisct  those  opinions 
might  have  out  of  doors  was  not  for  him 
-  to  consider  or  care.  Free  discussion  was 
most  necessary  upon  a  measure  like  the 
•present;  and  if  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  were  not  to  be  terriffed  into  voting 
against  the  Bill,  he  was  not  to  be  awed 
into  an  acquiescence  in  what  be  thought 
a  ruinous  measure,  lest  popular  feelinff 
should  be  excited  and  expressed.    He  had 

Siven  it  as  bis  opinion  that  there  was  no 
anger  which  ought  to  induce  tjie  House 
to  precipitate  the  Bill,  and  what  he  had 
stated  was  only  to  Induce  the  House  to 
•  proceed  with  due  deliberation.  He  ad- 
mitted, that  if  the  complaints  of  the  people 
were  ill-founded,  nothing  ought  to  induce 
the  House  to  go  a  line  out  of  its  way.  He 
a^tn  protested  against  any  member 
rising  and  pointing  out  another  as  the 
author  and  iibettor  of  the  disgraceful  riots 
that  had  lately  disturbed  the  metropolis. 
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Nothing,  however,  should  deter  him  from 
stating  fully,  fairly,  and  freely,  the  deli- 
berate convictions  of  his  mind. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exebequer  then 
moved  the  other  orders  of  the  day,  and 
the  subject  was  dropped. 

Mutiny  Bill.]  On  the  Report  of  the 
Mutiny  Bill  being  brought  up. 

Sir  Samuel  RomUfy  moved  a  clause, 
"That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any 
Court-martial,  by  its  sentence,  to  inflict  on 
any  offender  a  greater  number  of  lashes 
than  one  hundred.'' 

Mr.  Marmen  Sutton  opposed  the  clause, 
on  the  ground  that  it  was  rendered  unne- 
cessary in  consequence  of  steps  taken  by 
the  Commander-in-chief.  He  also  en- 
tered into  an  explanation  to' shew  how 
much  the  practice  of  military  flogging 
had  declined. 

After  some  conversation  between  Mr* 
Manners  Sutton,  Mr.  Whitbread,  and  Mr. 
Wynn,  sir  Samuel  Romilly  consented  to 
withdraw  his  clause,  it  being  understood 
that  he  should  be  at  liberty  to  brin^  it 
forward  again  at  another  opportunity. 
The  Report  was  then  agreed  to. 
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Scotch  Trial  by  Jury  Bill.1  Ok 
moving  the  second  reading  of  this  Bill, 

Mr.  William  Dunda*  observed,  that  a 
measure  more  important  in  its  object  and 
beneficial  in  its  consequences,  ss  relatinif 
to  the  administration  of  justice  in  Scotland* 
had  never  been  introduced  to  the  atten- 
tion of  that  House.  He  was  confident 
that  nothing  more  was  necessary  to  in* 
sure  its  support,  than  to  state  the  purport 
of  the  present  BilL  The  blessings  re- 
sulting to  England  by  that  invaluable 
mode  of  trial  by  jury,  were  well  and  ac- 
curately understood  ;  every  writer  on  the 
English  constitution  had  made  it  the  con* 
stent  theme  of  panegyric*  All  that  Scot- 
land now  asked  was  to  share  that  advan- 
tage, and  he  was  therefore  well  assured* 
that  to  the  general  principle  no  opposition 
would  be  made  in  that  House. 

Mr.  Abcrcrombic  could  not  suffer  so  im* 
portent  a  measure  to  pass,  without  ex-- 
pressing  his  complete  satisfaction,  and  hia 
conviction  of  iu  beneficial  cbosequencea. 
If  it  had  not  excited  much  attention  isa 
that  House,  it  was  only  because  no  indl* 
vidoal  doubted  the  propriety  of  the  prin* 
ciple  of  a  trial  by  jury ;  aad  he  felt  ae« 
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■ored»  that  the  tilence  with  which  it  had 
passed  would  convey  to  Scotland  the  im- 
pression of  every  member  within  those 
wallsj  as  to  that  most  beneficial  mode  of 
administering  justice.- 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  second  time^ 
and  ordered  to  be  committed  on  Tuesday 
next.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Dondas,  it 
was  resolved  that  the  House  should,  on 
Monday  next,  consider  of  the  salaries  of 
the  judges  and  officers  to  be  appointed 
under  the  Bill. 

Mr.  Horner  rose  to  express  his  great 
satisfaction  at  the  introduction  of  the  Bill. 
There  was.  however,  a  very  important 
feature  in  it,  which  deserved  mature  con- 
sideration ;  he  meant  the  discretion  given 
lo  the  court  tp  order  the  trial.  That  was 
a  privilege  which  ought  to  be  viewed  with 
the  utmost  jealousy ;  but  as  the  Bill  was 
merely  experimental,  and  was  not  In- 
tended to  be  a  permanent  measure,  he 
should  not  oppose  it  on  that  account. 
Other  points  might  be  discussed  in  the 
committee. 

Mr.  Dimdoi  was  happy  to  find,  that  he 
should  have  the  assistance  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  gentleman. 

Mr.  FuUay  entirely  acquiesced  in  the 
principle  of  the  Bill. 

Bank  RBSTaicrioN  Bill.^  After  the 
third  reading  of  this  Bill, 

Mr.  Homer  moved  as  an  amendment,  to 
leave  out  certain  words,  and  to  insert  in 
their  place  a  clause  somewhat  to  this  effect : 
**  That  whereas  it  was  highly  desirable 
that  the  Bank  should,  as  sooo  as  possible, 
resume  its  payments  in  cash,  immediately 
after  the  passing  of  the  present  Act,  mea* 
•ures  should  be  taken  by  the  Bank  lo 
enable  them  to  resume  such  payments." 
His  object  in  proposing  this  amendment 
was,  that  the  Bank  should,  in  the  fifteen 
months  longer  allowed  them,  lose  no  time 
in  preparing  to  resume  cash^payments, 
and  not  consider  this  as  a  new  lease  of  ex- 
emption from  paying  in  specie. 

The  Ckancelior  of  ihe  Eicheqver  had  no 
objection  to  the  introduction  of  the  first 
part  of  the  amendment,  which  expressed 
the  desire  of  a  resumption  of  cash-pay* 
ments,  as  he  himself  felt  a  sincere  wish 
for  that  event;  but  he  would  certainly 
object  to  the  latter  part,  which  required 
the  adoption  of  immediate  measures  for 
that  purpose. 

Mr.  RoH  objected  to  the  amendment, 
as  it  would  tend  to  o/islead  the  country : 
it  implied,  that  the  Bank«  if  urged,  might 
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take  preparatory  steps  for  resuming  its 
payments  in  cash.  That,  however,  could 
not  be  effected  till  the  price  of  gold  were 
reduced  to  the  Mint  price.  When  that 
period  arrived,  the  Bank  would  adopt 
measures  for  returning  to  payments  ia 
specie;  but  while  the  price  of  gold  was 
above'  the  Mint  price,  there  were  persona 
who  would  always  contrive  to  melt  the 
coin.  To  the  words  in  the  early  part  of 
the  amendment,  he  had  no  objection  ; 
since  he  had  always  expressed  his  indivi* 
dual  anxiety  to  return  to  payments  in 
cash,  and  he  was  persuaded  that  it  would 
be  the  anxious  wish  of  the  Bank  to  pay 
their  notes  as  soon  as  possible. 

Mr.  Manmng  said,  he  had  always  atated 
his  individual  anxiety  to  resume  cath«> 
payments,  and  he  knew  that  the  gentle* 
men  with  whom  he  acted,  wished  to  return* 
to  that  state  of  things  as  soon  am  it  could 
possibly  be  done  without  producing  re« 
suits  highly  inconvenient  to  the  country.. 
He  wished  to  recall  to  the  recollection  of  ■ 
the  hon.  mover  of  the  amendment,  iIm 
concluding  words  of  the  Heport  of  the 
Bullion  Committee,  that  in  tiie  event  of 
peace,  two  years  would  be  the  shortest 
period  before  the  restriction  could  t>e 
taken  offl  It  was  well  known  that  we 
were  not  yet  in  any  thing  like  a  state  oC 
peace :  we  had  yet  a  large  foreign  ex** 
penditure;  while  this  foreign  expenditure 
was  going  on,  and  till  the  state  of  ex- 
changes was  fixed,  it  would  be  highly  dan- 
gerous to  return  to  cash-pay  menu.  One 
of  the  first  effects  of  such  direciiQns  to  the 
Bank  would  be  to  induce  them  to  restrict 
their  issues ;  and  the  effect  ol'  tbis  would 
be  felt  throughout  the  whole  couniry. 

Lord  Archibald  Hamilton  wished  to  know 
from  theCnancellorof  the  Exchequer,  upon 
what  he  rested  his  hope  ibat  we  s»boulii  erer 
be  able  to  return  to  cash-paymenti»  i  it 
seemed  to  hitn  that  he  bad  no  other  ground 
for  this,  than  the  vague  wish  that  the  evil 
might  cure  itself.  Tbe  governor  of  the 
Bank  (Mr.  Mellish)  had  been  present  at 
several  discussions,  hot  he  sevmed  to  take 
no  interest  in,  nor  to  pay  any  attention  to 
what  was  going  on.  Tlie  Bank  must  first 
reduce  their  paper  before  they  cou'd  re- 
some  their  casb-payments ;  and  this  was 
contrary  to  their  immediate  interest,  for 
in  proportion  as  they  isnufd  paper,  in  such 
proportion  were  their  profits. 

Mr.  Horner  consented  to  take  only  the 
first  part  of  his  amendment.  His  purpose 
in  proposing  the  amendment  was  to  record 
the  diflbrence  in  principle  on  this  ques- 
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tion.  He  agreed  that  the  Bank  could  not 
open  cash-payments  till  the  market  and 
Mint  price  of  gold  were  the  same ;  bat 
then  the  Bank  mnst  take  steps  themselves 
to  bring  this  about.  He  contended  that 
the  present  amendment  was  perfectly  con- 
sistent with  the  Report  of  the  Ballion 
Committee.  We  had  been  already  ten 
months  at  ^eace,  and  by  the  present  Bill 
fifteen  months  were  added  to  the  period 
of  the  restriction,  which  amounted  to  more 
than  two  years.  The  House  might  rest 
assured  that  unless  Parliament  interposed, 
payments  in  cash  would  never  be  resumed 
tiy  the  Bank  of  England,  whatever  might* 
be  the  good  wishes  expressed  by  the  di- 
rectors in  that  House.  He  then  altered 
his  amendment  to  the  following  words: 
**  That  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the  Bank 
erf  England  should,  as  soon  as  possible, 
return  to  the  payment  of  its  notes  in  cash.'' 

Mr.  Rose  said^  that  his  expectations  of 
payments  in  specie  being  resumed,  arose 
from  this:  the  price  of  gold  in  January 
1814.  was  5/.  iOf.  an  ounce,  but,  on  ac- 
count of  peace,  it  fell  in  August  last  to  4/.  4«. 
The  large  importation  of  corn  which  fol- 
lowed, raised  it  to  its  present  price  ;  but 
when  that  importation  ceased,  and  foreign 
ports  were  shut,  gold  would  fall  again, 
and  the  Bank  would  then  be  able  to  return 
to  payments  in  specie. 

Mr.  J.  P,  Gram  was  satidied  that  no 
person  was  anxious  to  force  ih^  Bank  di- 
rectors improperly  to  resume  their  cash- 
payments.  He  thought  that  the  late  fall 
in  gold  in  this  country  might  be  attributed 
to  the  immense  qiiantity  of  depreciated 
Russian  and  Austrian  paper  which  inun- 
dated the  continent.  The  gold  was  there- 
by  forced  into  England,  as  it  had  formerly 
been  driven  from  it  by  a  similar  cause. 
This  was  at  least  a  plausible  explanation 
of  the  variation  that  had  occurred  in  the 
price  of  bullion.  All  that  he  desired  was, 
that  the  Bank  shoold  commence  measures 
with  a  view  to  what  every  person  con- 
sidered necessary  ;  and  he  hoped  and 
trusted,  that  if  tne  right  hon:  gentleman 
and  hi.H  friends  should  find  it  impossible 
next  year  for  the  Bank  to  return  to  pay- 
ments in  cash,  they  would  themselves 
move  the  H«>use.lo  inquire  into  the  subject 

Mr.  GrtnftU  was  persuaded,  that  if  the 
H^une  did  not  urge  the  Bank,  payments 
in  specie  would  never  be  resumed.  Not- 
wt'hftt«ndin^  the  high  characters  of  the 
director^  of  the  Bank  of  England,  he 
begged  leave  to  ask,  whether  it  were  not 
posfeibio  tfaai  they  might  err  at  to  sound  po- 
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licy,  and  whether  the  House  should  resign 
its  own  judgment  to  the  Bank  }  He  al- 
lude<l  to  the  vast  profits  of  the  Bank  of 
England  in  its  connexion  with  the  public^ 
and  thought  that  a  sufficient  ground  for 
parliamentary  inquiry.  There  were  three 
sources  of  emolument  to  the  Bank,  exclu- 
sive of  the  usual  profits  of  trade.  The  first 
was  by  the  management  of  the  public 
debt,  the  transfer  of  stock,  and  payment 
of  dividends ;  by  this  they  had  received^ 
up  to  February  last,  265,000/.  per  annum, 
which  had  been  increased  by  the  new 
debts  to  270,000/.  The  second  source  of 
gain  was  from  the  deposit  of  the  public 
money.  That  deposit  was  no  le»s  thnn  ten 
millions  annually,  while  their  advance  to* 
wards  the  public  expenditure  was  three 
millions  without  interest,  leaving  in  their 
hands  seven  millions.  The  last*  though 
not  the  least  soorce  was  by  means  of  this 
Bill  now  pending,  by  which  they  had  in* 
creased  their  issues  from  the  year  1797,  to 
the  present  period|  from  10  to  30  mi | lions; 
and  apy  person  might  conceive  what  im- 
mense profits  must  result  from  so  exten- 
sive an  issue.  He  thought  that  the  public 
had  a  right  to  a  participation  of  those 
gains,  much  greater  than  what  they  re- 
ceived at  present. 

Mr.  Thompson  had  such  confidence  in 
the  discretion  of  the  directors  of  the  Bank 
•of  England,  that  he  was  perfectly  satisfied 
to  rely  upon  their  taking  the  proper  mea- 
sures to  resume  payments  in  specie,  when 
circumstances  would  warrant  such  a  step. 
He  was  quite  at  a  loss  to  know  upon  what 
ground  gentleman  were  anxious  to  force  a 
caFh  circulation  at  this  moment,    it  did 
not  appear   to   him,  that  the  means  by 
which  gold  was  obtained  was  known  to 
the  generality  of  members,  or  he  was  sore 
they  would  not  press  the  adoption  of  such 
a  measure  at  this  juncture.     If  it  was  once 
known  that  the  Bank  of  England  was  pur^ 
chasing  bullion,  the  consequence  would  be 
an  immediate  rise  in  that  article,  and  the  ex- 
changes, instead  of  being  favourable,  would 
be  in  a  material  degree  unfavourable  to  this 
country ;    commerce  would   be   thereby 
impeded,  and  the  interests  of  the  nianii« 
facturers  would  be  sacrificed.    The   re- 
straint on  the  issues  of  specie,  he  was  satis* 
fied,  had  been  of  great  advantage  to  the 
commerce  of  this  country,  and  parttcu« 
larly  to  those  transactions  which  had  taken 
place  in  London ;    and,  for  his  own  part, 
so  Htlle  did  be  value  a  coin  currency, 
that  if  he  possessed  a  thousand  guineas  tf>« 
morrow^  he  would  carry  tbem  to  the  Bank^ 
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and  receWe  notes  in  iheir  room,  as  being 
mach  more  convenient. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  he  was  by  no  means 
prepared  to  agree  with  the  hen.  gentle- 
man who  upoke  last,  as  to  the  superiority 
of  paper  over  gold  and  silver.  He  wiitbed 
to  see  the  currency  once  more  restored  to 
a  sound  state,  and  to  see  a  mixed  issue  of 
paper  and  coin,sWhich  would  be  alike  va- 
luable at  home  and  abroad.  Although 
he  admitted  that  the  commerce  of  the 
country  had  been  considerably  benefited 
by  paper  issues ;  now  that  we  were  at 
peace,  he  hoped,  although  he  did  not  ex- 
pect,  that  ere  long  we  should  see  the 
depreciated  notes  of  the  Bank  of' England 
superseded  by  the  standard  coin  of  the 
country ;  and  ho  further  wished,  that  in 
future  no  minister  should  be  tempted  to 
depart  from  this  principle  under  an^  cir- 
cumstance. While  he  was  up,  he  begged 
to  make  a  few  observations  upon  the  state 
of  tire  silver  coinage.  Whenever  we  should 
return  to  a  sound  circulation  of  gold  and 
Sliver,  be  thought  it  was  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  Government!  should  pay 
some  attention  to  the  introduction  of  such 
a  silver  coinage  as  would  supply  the  place 
of  the  Fiench  coin,  by  which  this  country 
was  at  present  inundated,  and  for  which 
vre  were  paying  a  premium  of  at  least  60 
or  80  per  cent.  It  was  impossible  that 
we  could  look  to  the  Bank  of  England' to 
supply  our  deficiencies  in  this  respect. 
He  thought  a  coinage  might  take  place  at 
10  or  15  per  cent,  under  the  standard 
Talue  of  silver,  whereby  a  security  would 
be  aflorded  (or  keeping  such  coin  in  the 
country,  and  it  would  not  be  liable,  at 
every  little  fluctuation  in  price,  to  be 
melted  down  for  purposes  of  trade.  This 
plan  would  not  at  all  affect  contracts, 
because  silver  was  a  legal  tender  only  to  a 
small  extent,  and  gold  might  be,  as  it 
always  bad  been,  the  real  standard  of  the 
country,  by  which  contracts  with  indivi- 
duals might  be  regulated.  -  Such  silver 
coinage  might  even  be  20  per  cent,  below 
the  standard  value,  and  this  would  amply 
compensate  for  the  expense  of  coinage, 
and  the  loss  upon  the  base  coinage  in  cir- 
culation. He  suggested  also  that  gold 
pieces  of  the  value  of  20r«  should  be  issued, 
^hich  might  be  more  easily  divided  into 
aliquot  parts. 

The  Ch/mceilor  of  the  Exchequer  said  he 
rose  merely  to  correct  a  misrepresentation 
iprbtch  bad  gone  abroad  as  to  what  be  had 
aaid  on  this  subject  upon  a  former  night. 
He  bad  expressed  his  hopes  that  the  Bank 
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would  be  able  to  resume  their  casb-pay* 
ments  on  the  6th  of  July,  1816,  but  be  had 
not  said  he  was  confident  they  would  do  so* 

Mr.  1/ofiwr's  amendment  was  then 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Grcnfell  rose  to  introduce  aA  amend* 
menjt,  the  cficct  of  which  would  be  to 
limit  the  period  of  the  restriction  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  property  tax  was  ]i» 
miied  by  the  Act  of  ibOd,  viz.  to  insert 
after  the  words  <  3th  of  July,  1810,'  the 
words  «  and  no  longer.'  This,  he  ob<« 
served,  would  not  tie  down  Parlnuntnt  if 
it  should  be  found  advisable  to  continue 
the  restriction,  while  it  would  fix  the 
period  of  it,  if  nothing  meanwhile  oc* 
curred  to  prevent  it. 

Mr.  Rose  thought  it  quite  sufficient  that 
Parliament  had  described  ihe  limits  of  tha 
restriction,  and  a  as  of  opinion  that  tba 
amendment  was  utterly  uaeiess,  and  would 
only  tend  to  mislead. 

Lord  Archibald  HamiU<m  supported  tba 
amendment,  because,  though  it  could  not 
bind  Parliament,  it  would  express  strongly 
its  present  sense  as  to  the  time  at  which 
the  Bank  should  resume  its  payments  in 
cash.  Since  the  year  i797  the  restriction 
had  been  continued  as  a  matter  of  course, 
and  now  it  appeared  to  Parliament  that 
the  restriction  should  not  be  again  re- 
newed, it  was  proper  that  their  opinion 
of  the  inexpediency  of  further  renewal* 
should  be  stated. 

Mr.  Pole  Carew  thought  the  amendment 
perfectly  unnecessary. 

The  House  divided: 

For  the  Amendment  •.».••..••••••.  17 

Against  it..... 75 

Majority • «••.,  ^^5^ 

last  of  the  Minority , 

A  hercrombie,  J.  Monck,  sir  C. 

Broadhurst,  J.  Mackintosh,  sir  J. 

Bewicke,  C  Morland,  S.  B. 

Barnard,  lord  North,  Dudley 

Douglas,  F.  S.  N.  Ponsonby,  G. 

Freinantle,  W,  H.  Philips,  G. 

Heron,  sir  R.  Powiett,  W.  J.  F. 

Lambton,  J.  0.  Tiemey,  G. 
Moore,  P. 

Ways  amd  Means— New  Taxes.]  The 
Chanctilor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that  on 
rising  to  move  for  the  postponement  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means  till 
Monday,  he  was  not  actuated  by  any  de* 
sire  to  pot  off  that  part  of  the  debate  which 
related  to  the  new  taxes ;  but  as  several 
gentlemen  wished  to  propose  alteratione^ 
and  as  they  mast  at  present  be  very  much 
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fatigued  from  the  length  of  the  late  dis- 
cossions,  be  thought  he  shoald  consult 
their  convenience  by  this  postponement. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said^  that  as  far  as  he  him* 
■elf  was  concerned  he  did  not  wish  the 
subject  to  be  postponed.  He  was  per- 
fectly prepared  to  renew  his  observations 
on  the  subject^  and  to  press  it  on  the  House 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  form  and  es- 
sence of  the  mode  of  their  voting  money^ 
that  they  should  consent  to  grant  so  large 
asam  in  taxes  without  farther  information. 
If  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would  bring 
in  the  two  first  resolutions  at  that  time, 
he  could  state  the  general  objections  which 
he  had  to  urge,  and  which  would  have  no- 
thing to  do  with  the  nature  of  the  parti- 
cular taxes  which  were  proposed. 

Mr.  Pqnsonlfy  said,  for  his  own  part  he 
was  at  that  time  unfit  to  attend  to  the  dis- 
cussion of  any  subject  whatever ;  and  he 
believed  many  members  were  equally  fa- 
tigued with  the  late  discussions :  he  wished, 
therefore,  that  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
solutions should  be  postponed  to  Monday. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  as  he  believed  it  was  the  general  wish 
of  the  House,  he  should  move  that  the 
Report  be  taken  into  further  consideration 
on  Monday.   ^ 

Mr.  Philips  said,  that  some  of.  the  taxes 
which  had  been  proposed  had  excited 
great  alarm  among  the  manufacturing 
part  of  the  community,  and  that  deputa« 
tions  had  been  dispatched '  to  wait  on  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  He  thought  there- 
fore that  Monday  would  be  too  early  a 
period  for  the  discussion. 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  observed, 
that  a  much  longer  period  than  was  usual 
had  been  suffered  to  intervene  between 
the  introduction  of  the  resolutions,  and 
the  final  decision  of  the  House  concerning 
them.  He  had  already  collected  much 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  difi«rent 
taxes,  and  before  Monday  there  would  be 
time  for  any  gentleman  to  make  further 
communications  to  him  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Protheroe  said,  that  it  was  under- 
stood to  be  the  intention  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  to  propose  some  modifications 
in  the  taxes  upon  the  windows  of  manufac- 
tories ;  he  wished  to  be  informed  what  was 
their  nature*  as  this  information  might  in- 
doce  many  of  his  constituents  to  suspend 
the  petitions  which  they  were  about  to 
bring  forward  on  the  subject. 

The  Chancdlar  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
wu  happy  to  state  that  to  the  House,  which 
ha  bad  before  atated  to  sefcral  gentlemen 


in  private,  that  he  had  modified  the  tax 
in  such  a  manner  that  the  pressure  of  it 
would  not  be  inconvenient.  The  manu« 
factories,  in  respect  of  windows,  were  of 
two  distinct  classes,*  one  where  the  win- 
dows were  small  and  numeroos ;  the  other 
where  the  windows  were  large,  and  ex- 
tended from  one  end  of  the  building  to  tho 
other  without  division.  Instead  of  Si.  6d, 
per  window  he  should  reduce  the  tax  to 
Is.  6d,  And  when  the  number  exceeded 
too,  the  windows  beyond  that  should  be 
charged  by  measure,  as  in  the  case 
of  hot-houses,  at  48  superficial  feet  the 
window,  which  would  comprehend  many 
small  windows,  and  a  great  extent  of 
the  low  long  windows.  As  to  the 
warehouse  tax,  he  should  not  propose  to 
adopt  any  progressive  scale,  and  should 
propose  the  charge  of  only  24.  in  the 
pound,  however  high  the  amount  of  rent 
might  be,  as  the  warehouse  was  considered 
as  the  means  of  profit,  and  not  as  the  in- 
dication of  the  amount.  Shops  in  those 
houses  which  were  exempt  from  payment 
of  taxes,  at  present,  on  account  of  poverty, 
would  not  be  charged  under  the  proposed 
tax;  for  instance,  small  cottages  which 
contained  shops.  What  he  had  said  of 
warehouses,  also  applied  to  manufactories. 

Mr.  butterworth  thought  some  modifica- 
tion of  the  tax  on  men-servants  shoukl  be 
adopted,  with  respect  to  such  as  were 
under  twenty  years  of  age,  who  were 
taken  by  many  persons  as  much  from  mo- 
tives of  charity,  as  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  W,  Smith  thought  an  undue  pressore 
was  thrown  by  the  new  taxes  on  the 
manufacturing  interest.  He  thought  malt* 
houses  and  granaries  should  be  exempted 
from  the  window  duties  on  manufactories, 
as  the  windows  were  for  air  and  not  light* 

The  Report  was  ordered  to  be  taikea 
into  further  consideration  on  Monday. 
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Friday,  March  10. 

P&TITI0MS  HBSPECTING  THE  CORN  LaWS.]] 

Earl  Stanhope  presented  a  petition  against 
any  alteration  in  the  Com  Laws  from  the 
parish  of  St.  Ann's,  Limehouse*  and  also 
petitions  from  several  other  quarters,  hav* 
ing  the  same  object,  all  of  which  were 
laid  on  the  table.  His  lordship  adverted 
to  the  fact  of  his  having  proposed  a  reso- 
lution last  year»  which  had  for  its  object 
to  relieve  the  pressure  on  the  agricultural 
interest,  without  raising  the  price  of  com. 
He  now  gaye  notice^  that  on  Thursday  he 
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woold  tubmit  to  their  lordships  consider- 
atioDy  Ihe  same  resolation,  with  a  small 
alteration,  in  order  to  prevent  the  possi- 
bility of  being  misanderstood.  He  there- 
fore moTed  that  the  Lords  be  sommoned 
for  Tharsday'next.    Ordered. 

Lord  Orawitk  presented  a  petition  to 
the  same  effect,  from  the  parish  of  St. 
John,  Clerkenwell,  signed  by  0,448  per- 
sons. His  lordship  also  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  Che  same  effect  from  the  incorpora- 
tion of  Weavers  in  Glasgow.  His  lordship 
then  presented  a  petition  to  the  same  ef- 
fect from  Greenwich,  in  Kent.  This  pe- 
tition was  read,  and  stated  in  strong  and 
pointed  terms  the  inability  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  conceive  how  the  imposing  a 
high  dety  on  importation  should  not  have 
the  effect  of  raising»the  price  of  corn.  His 
lordship  said  it  was  a  very  able  paper  both 
in  its  statoment  of  facts  and  arguments. 
The  petitioners^  noticed  the  regulations 
now  in  progress  in  the  House  of  Com- 
noos,  and  prayed  that  they  might  not  be 
adopted. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  observed,  that  it 
was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  House  to 
receive  petitions  against  bills  that  were  in 

frogress  in  the  other  House.  They  could 
now  nothing  about  such  bills  till  they 
came  before  them,  and  therefore  they 
could  admit  of  no  petitions  against  them. 
His  noble  friend  had  said>  that  this  was  the 
ablest  paper  he  had  ever  read  ;  but  at  the 
proper  period  he  should  be  ready  to  show 
that  the  argoo^ents  were  altogether  un- 
founded ;  and  be  was  only  jorry  that  his 
noble  friend,  by  the  approbation  which 
be  expressed,  had  rendered  them  his  own. 
Lord  GrawUte  said,  that  his  noble  friend 
had  somewhat  misapprehended  the  terms 
in  which  he  had  expressed  his  approba- 
tion. To  say  that  this  was  the  ablest 
paper  that  he  had  ever  readt  would  cer- 
tainly be  flaying  a  great  deal ;  but  he  had 
aaid,  and  repeated  it,  that  the  paper  was 
Tery  ably  written.  With  respect  to  the 
receiving  of  the  petition,  it  had  been  de- 
cided by  their  lordships  that  they  ought 
to  receive  petitions  against  any  measure 
which  was  reported  to  be  in  contempla- 
tion. Upon  this  principle,  it  appeared  to 
faim,  that  the  present  petition  might  be 
received. 

The  Lord  i^^ancellor  said,  that  it  cer- 
tainly was  against  the  rules  of  the  House . 
to  receive  petitiotis  against  specific  mea- 
sures statea  to  be  in  progress  in  the  other 
House;  though  petitions  against  anv  re- 
gulataoAS   geaarally»    aiich   as   petitions 


praying  generally  that  there  might  be  no 
alteration  in  the  corn  laws,  might  and  had 
been  received. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  stated,  that  the 
rule  of  the  House  was  as  the  learned  lord 
had  stated  it.  This  petition  was  partly 
against  any  regulations,  and  partly  againsi 
a  specific  measure  depending  in  the  other 
House.  There  could  exist  in  no  quarter 
any  desire  to  refuse  the  petition ;  and  ha 
recommended  to  the  noble  lord,  not  to 
persist  in  presenting  it  for  the  present,  aa 
be  would  soon  probably  have  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  presenting  it  without  any  doubt 
as  to  its  regularity. 

The  Earl  of  jLaiid^rd^  said,  he  had  no 
desire  to  prevent  the  petition  being  re- 
ceived ;  and,  indeed,  he  would  hardly 
have  urged  the  objection  now,  if  he  be- 
lieved it  could  have  the  effect  of  prevent- 
ing its  being  received  ;  but  it  ought  to 
be  withdrawn  till  the  proper  time. 

Lord  'GrettoiUe  observed,  that  the  prin^ 
ciple  was  to  throw  the  doors  wide  open  to 
petitioners,  and  their  lordships  would 
therefore  be  willing  perhaps  to  relax  a 
little  on  a  question  of  this  nature.  How- 
ever, as  he  should  soon  have  an  opporto* 
nity  of  presenting  it  without  any  doubt  as 
to  Its  regularityi  he  would  withdraw  it  for 
the  present. 

Earl  Grey  said,  that  whatever  difierence 
of  opinion  might  prevail  on  this  subject, 
all  must  agree  that  it  was  a  question  of 
great  delicacy,  and  of  vast  importance.  It 
was  manifest,  therefore,  that  every  thing 
ought  to  be  avoided  which  had  the  least 
appearance  of  hurry  and  precipitation. 
There  were,  besides,  some  points  con- 
nected with  the  question  on  which  their 
lordships  had  not  as  yet  obtained  all  the 
information  which  they  ought  to  have, 
before  they  were  called  upon  to  decide 
on  a  measure  of  this  importance.  It  ap- 
peared to  him  that  a  committee  ought 
therefore  to  be  appointed  to  procure 
further  information,  and  lay  the  result 
before  the  House.  When  this  was  done, 
their  lordships  would  come  better  prepared 
to  the  discussion  of  the  measure  now  about 
to  be  brought  before  them.  Having  it  in 
view  to  propose  to  their  lordships  the  ap- 
pointment of  such  a  committee,  he  gave 
notice  of  a  motion  to  that  effect  for  Mon- 
day, and  moved  that  their  lordships  be 
sommoned  for  that  day. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  wished  the  noble 
earl  opposite  to  state  exactly  to  what 
extent  it  was  proposed  to  raise  the  price 
of  graiOf  or  the  reasons  which  induced 
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hira  to  belieTe  that  the  measure  in  con- 
templation would  not  raise  the  price  of 
corn.  His  lordship  deprecated  precipita- 
tion in  a  matter  of  this  importance*  and- 
observed,  that  it  was  particularly  unad- 
Tisable  to  hurry  it  forward,  while  they 
had  such  riots  in  the  streets,  and  a  mili- 
tary force  at  the  door.  He  himself  was 
adverse  to  the  measure  in  its  present 
shape,  but  was  open  to  conviction. 

The  Earl  of  Lioerpool  said,  that  this  was 
not  the  time  for  entering  into  the  merits  of 
the  Question,  but  begged  leave  to  say,  that 
he  did  not  conceive  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
sure to  be  proposed  to  the  House,  would 
be  to  raise  the  price  of  corn  at  ail.  This 
he  should  be  prepared  to  show  at  the 
proper  time.  His  opinion  was,  that  some 
regulation  was  necessary ;  but  as  to  the 
sacrifice  of  one  species  of  interest  in  order 
to  promote  another,  he  utterly  disclaimed 
any  such  idea,  and  no  measure  that  h^ 
conceived  to  have  that  tendency  could 
ever  have  his  countenance  or  support. 
Such  a  proceeding  was  to  be  avoided  in 
legislation  generally,  but  more  particu- 
larly in  legislating  on  a  subject  of  this  na- 
ture. The  measure  which  he  should  have 
the  honour  to  propose  to  their  lordships 
would  have  for  its  object  the  advantage  of 
the  whole  community,  and  not  that  of  any 
particular  class  at  the  expense  of  the  rest. 
As  to  their  having  a  military  force  attheir 
doors,  care  had  been  taken  never  to  call 
upon  the  military  to  act  till  it  became  ab- 
tolotely  necessary  ;  and  as  to  the  clamour 
in  the  streets,  he  had  no  desire  to  proceed 
with  greater  precipitation  merely  on  that 
account.  He  only  wished  their  lordships 
to  proceed  as  if  there  had  been  no  such 
clamour.  The  existence  of  Parliament  de- 
pended on  their  deliberations  being  free. 

The  Earl  of  Carlisle  did  not  mean  to 
impute  any  blame  to  ministers  for  the  (em- 
ployment of  the  military  force,  which  cer- 
tainly appeared  to  be  necessary  ;  but  his 
objection  was  to  the  proceeding  with  pre- 
cipitation while  those  riots  were  going  on. 
He  was  hiardly  a  free  agent  while  con- 
aidering  the  question  under  such  circum- 
stances, for  rather  than  yield  any  thing  to 
the  clamour  in  the  streets,  he  should  be 
willing  to  vote  for  the  Bill  with  all  its  im- 
perfections on  its  head. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  insisted,  that  the 
effect  of  the  measure  would  be  to  render 
corn  cheap,  and  to  promote  the  interests 
of  the  whole  comraanity.  His  reasons 
for  that  opinion  he  should  be  prepared 
to  state  fully  at  the  primer  season. 
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Friday,  March  10. 

Petitions  bespbctinc  thbCobn  Laws.] 
Sir  John  Newport  presented  a  petition  from 
all  the  commercial  houses  of  the  city  of 
Waterford,  with  one  exception,  praying 
for  farther  protection  to  the  agriculturist^ 
and  stating  the  great  depression  under 
which  the  farmers  of  Ireland  were  labour- 
ing, and  that  the  demand  for  British  ma- 
nufactures and  colonial  produce  had  de« 
creased  in  the  proportion  of  this  depres- 
sion. 

Sir  JV.  QoUhursi  said,  that  he  believed 
the  same  feeling  existed  in  the  commercial 
city  that  he  represented. 

Mr.  Baring  was  willing  that  every  coq« 
sideration  should  be  given  to  the  petition 
from  the  city  of  Waterford  ;  bat  it  was  to 
be  recollected  that  this  city  v^s  mainly 
and  principally  concerned  in  the  exporta- 
tion of  Irish  corn,  and  that  it  was  proposed 
by  this  Bill  to  give  the  Irish  corn-grower 
the  monopoly  of  the  British  market.  He 
conceived,  therefore,  that  the  town  formed 
no  exception  to  the  opinions  entertained 
in  commercial  towns  on  this  subject. 

Sir  John  Netoport  said,  if  it  was  in  this 
way  intended  to  prevent  the  city  of 
Waterford  from  receiving  doe  attentioa 
because  it  was  concerned  in  the  exporting 
of  Irish  corn,  he  had  an  equal  right  to  say 
that  a  great  part  of  the  cities  who  had  pe« 
titioned  on  the  other  side  were  concerned 
in  the  importation  of  foreign  corn.  It  was 
hard  that  no  petition  in  favour  of  the  Bill 
could  be  presented  either  from  landholders 
or  commercial  men,  without  injarlons 
charges  being  affixed  to  them  either  by 
the  hon.  gentleman  or  those  who  took  the 
same  side  with  him.  The  city  of  Water* 
ford  was  as  nuich^  entitled  to  a  respectful 
hearing  as  the  city  of  London. 

Mr.  Baring  disclaimed  aiiy  wish  to  pre« 
vent  the  petition  from  Waterford  receiving 
every  due  attention. 

Mr.'  Howorth^  in  presenting  a  petition 
from  the  borough  of  Evesham,  observed^ 
that  the  expectation  of  the  petitioners  had 
been  disappointed  chiefly  in  this;  they 
had  expected  that.  Parliament  would,  in 
the  first  instance,  have  made  some  attempt 
to  relieve  the  burthens  of  taxation  by  m 
retrenchment  of  expenditure,  and  a  redac« 
tion  of  establishment.  Ue  expressed  hit 
entire  concurrence  in  the  principle  of  the 
petition. 

Sir  Thomaa  Jcland  presented  a  petition 
fromihe  landholders  and  occupien  of  land 
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ia  the  county  of  Devon*  in  favour  of  the 
Corn  Bill.     The  petition  stated  that  the 

Iioor-ho^ses  were  filled  with  agricultural 
aboarers  deprived  of  their  usual  employ- 
aient  in  consequence  of  the  discourage- 
ment of  agriculture. 

Sir  Gilbert  Heaihcotd  said>  that  the  num- 
ber of  persons  out  of  employment  might 
be  partly  owinff  to  the  season  of  the  year, 
and  partly  to  the  hands  discharged  from 
the  army  and  navy. 

Mr.  Gooeh  said,  in  the  county  which 
be  represented,  there  never  were  so  many 
persons  out  of  employment  as  at  present, 
independent  of  the  hands  discharged  from 
the  army  and  navy. 

Lord  Archihold  HamiUan  presented  a 
petition  against  any  alteration  in  the  Corn 
faw8«  from  Hamilton,  Lanerk,  and  several 
pther  places  in  the  Glasgow  district  of 
boroughs^  The  hon.  member  for  Glasgow 
had  been  reported  to  have  stated  not  only 
that  bis  own  opinions  on  this  subject  were 
changed*  but  that  his  constituents  had 
also  changed  their  opinions.  This  report 
bad  created  a  considerable  ferment  in  that 
part  of  the  country ;  and  he  was  instructed 
to  state  most  unequivocally,  that  their 
opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  Corn  laws 
were  still  the  same. 

Mr.  Pmlag^  said,  in  presenting  two  peti- 
tions the  other  day  to  the  House,  he  had 
stated  that  the  prayer  of  one  of  them  was 
in  favour  of  temporary  restriction,  and  of 
the  other,  that  the  protecting  price  should 
not  exceed  76s.  In  the  debate  he  had 
said,  that  if  the  importation  price  were 
^educed  to  T5$,  or  76s.  be  thought  he 
might  venture  to  state  that  it  would  not 
be  dissatisfactory  to  a  great  part  of  the 
manufacturing  district  of  Scotland ;  but 
whatever  might  be  the  feeling  at  one  pe- 
riod, he  believed  that  at  the  present  mo- 
ment no  corn  bill  which  went  to  raise  the 
importation  price  above  what  it  stood  at 
present  would  be  acceptable  among  the 
manufacturers.  He  retained^  his.  opinion 
unaltered,  that  an  additional  protection 
was  neces^ry  to  the  agriculturist.  He 
thought  that  a  protecting  price  of  76i. 
might  be  beneficiU  both  to  agriculture 
and  manufactures. 

WisTMiNSTsa  Petition  against  the 
CoaN  Bill.]  Sir  Fraiicts  Bicrilelt  rose  and 
apoke  to  the  following  effect:—-!  have 
here.  Sir,  a  Petition  signed  by  42,473  in- 
habitants of  Westminuer  against  the  Corn 
Bill  now  before  the  House.  In  presenting 
ihit  petittoQ,  I  cannot  refrain  from  atating 
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my  own  sentiments  on  the  subject  of  i^ 
with  a  view  of  correcting  a  great  mistake^ 
which  has  gone  abroad  of  my  being  a 
friend  to  the  measure.  I  am,  Sir,  no  sup* 
porter  of  the  Corn  Bill.  My  wish  is  to 
leave  Government  to  do  with  it  as  it 
pleases,  because  I  believe  that  none  of  . 
those  who  think  themselves  interested  in 
this  measure,  are  really  interested  in  it. 
I  think  that  Government  alone  are  inte- 
rested in  the  measure,  as  it  is  necessary 
to  bolster  up  the  system  of  taxation  which 
ihey  are  resolved  to  continue.  If  they 
would  only  make  a  retrenchment  of  all 
improper  and  unnecessary  expend iture^ 
and  put  every  thing  on  a  suitable  peace 
establishment,  there  could  be  no  pretence 
for  inflaming  the  public  mind  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  on  a  topic  like  this,  to  bolster 
np  an  insupportable  system ;  and  if  I . 
differ  in  opinion  with  some  of  my  consti- 
tuents, it  is  not  with  respect  to  the  mea- 
sure itself,  but  with  respect  to  the  remedy 
which  they  seek*  As  to  the  late  riots,  I 
think  it  unworthy  of  any  man  that  the 
public  indignation  should  be  directed  to 
individuals  of  any  description ;  and  what 
I  wished  to  impress  on  the  minds  of  the 
people,  when  I  had  .lately  an  opportunity 
of  addressing  them,  was— ^not  to  waste  their 
efforts  against  the  crude  and  futile  mea- 
sure now  under  discussion^  but  to  turn 
their  whole  attention  to  another  evil, 
which  included  in  it  all  other  evils— the 
corrupt  state  of  the  representation  in  par-  * 
liament.  I  have  been  represented  out  of 
doors,  as  having  abandoned  my  former 
principles  :  it  has  been  said  that  the  laind- 
lord'at  length  appears,  and  the  patriot 
disappears ;  that  1  have  allowed  .myself 
to  be  swayed  by  private  interest,  and  that 
this  has  stifled  every  other  consideration. 
I  may  on  the  present  occasion  state,  that  I 
have,  individually  and  personally,  no  in- 
interest  whatever  in  the  result  of  the  pre- 
sent measure ;  that,  be  that  result  what  it 
may,  it  will  neither  add  one  farthing,  nor 
take  one  farthing  from  me.  With  respect 
to  my  little  property — ^my  little  establish- 
ment— I  may,  as  every  man^  properly  is 
in  some  sort  his  kingdom,  here  say  that 
my  little  kingdom  has  ever  been  on  a 
peace  establishment.  I  have  always  rather 
had  a  permanent  state  of  things  in  view 
than  the  taking  advantage  of  any  tem- 
porary circumstances.  Whether,  there- 
fore, the  protecting  price  should  be  fixed 
at  80t.  or  one  shilling,  or  no  shillings  at 
all,  is  a  matter  of  indifference  to  me.  lo 
either  case  1  have  no  interest :  if  the  Bill 
(H) 
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passes  with  the  protecting  price  at  8O5.  the 
"quarter,  I  sbaH  not  raise  my  rents— and 
Sf  it  does  not  pass,  I  shall  not  lower  them. 
The  country  has  been  reduced  to  such  a 
situation  of  difficulties,  that,  according  to 
gentlemen  on  both  sides  of  the  question, 
we  have  only  a  choice  of  evils.  Now  I 
have  a  measure  to  propose  which  is  a 
positive  good,  and  will  remedy  every  evil. 
I  know  that  some  gentlemen  have  said  that 
it  is  improper  to  bash  up  the  subject  of  the 
Corn  liws  with  Parliamentary  Reform. 
Now  I  maintain,  that  the  one  measure 
necessarily  arises  out  the  other,  in  so  far 
'Bs  the  enormous  taxation  firom  which  the 
Corn  Bill  takes  its  rise,  is  only  necessary 
because  the  Government  choose  to  keep  op 
)in  establishment  which  will  be  destructive 
to  the  constitution.  I  am  borne  out  in 
this  view  of  the  subject  by  what  was  lately 
delivered  in  another  place,  by  a  noble  lord 
(Grenville),  whose  eyes  were  open  to  the 
true  situation  of  the  country,  who  said  he 
was  astonished  that  any  set  of  gentlemen 
in  England  could  with  patience  endure  the 
proposition  of  such  a  peace  establishment ; 
that  if  they  pressed  this  establishment,  it 
could  not  be  disguised  that  their  intention 
was  to  subvert  the  once  free  constitution  of 
this  country,  and  to  establish  a  militai^ 
despotism  in  its  stead  ;  and  that  in  such  a 
case  be  should  no  longer  think*  it  worth 
his  while  to  attend  mock  debates  on  any 
subject  in  parliament.  I  appeal  to  every 
member  in  the  House,  if  any  discussion  on 
ftny  subject  proposed  by  the  ministry,  can 
be  .viewed  in  any  other  light  than  a  mock 
debate  ;  and  if  any  man  who  sits  in  the 
seat  which  the  noble  lord  opposite  (lord 
Castlereagh]  occupies,  cannot  carry  any 
Measure  he  pleases,  by  a  great  majority  ? 
Whatever  falls  from  him  is  received  as  if 
he  were  clothed  with  the  mantle  of  the 
prophet^there  he  sits  as  an  oracle,  and 
all  the  people  bow  obedience  to  him, 
[Laugh.]  I  have  been  represented.  Sir, 
as  a  friend  to  the  Corn  Bill ;  if  I  were  so, 
I  would  not  deny  it ;  for  my  own  opinion 
of  the  electors  of  Westminster  is,  that  they 
would  despise  me  if  I  were  td  give  an 
opinion  In  this  House,  different  from  the 
opinion  really  entertained  by  me,  by  way 
of  paying  court  to  them.  But,  to  cut  the 
matter  very  short,  I  will  never  avail  my- 
self of  the  scandalous  Septennial  Act;  and 
■ball  at  all  times  be  ready  to  resign  my 
teat  in  this  House,  to  whatever  person 
tbey  may  think  more  worthy  of  it.  With 
respect  to  the  system  now  adopted  of  call- 
ing out  th«  military  «nd  firing  out  of 


houses,  1  must  protest  strongly  against '  it. 
One  cannot  now  walk  the  streets  without 
running  the  risk  of  being  rode  over  by 
dragoons,  I  was  told  by  a  gentleman, 
that  in  going  along  the  streets  the  other 
night,  some  soldiers  came  up  to  him,  and 
told  him  to  go  home.  The  gentleman 
said  to  them  : — "  I  do  not  know  that  mar- 
tial law  is  yet  established  ;— you  may  go 
home  if  you  please,  for  I  will  not.''  The 
noble  lord  may  say  that  this  military  force 
is  necessary  to  put  down  the  disturbances. 
But  I  say,  and  will  maintain  that  they 
have  been  guilty  of  murder,  and  that  they 
had  no  power  to  call  out  the  military  to 
rid^  over  the  people.  This  was  not  the 
(orcl  which  the  constitution  required  to 
be  called  into  action  for  the  preservation 
of  the  peace.  Surely  the  inhabitants  of 
this  city  might  safely  be  entrusted  with 
the  defence  of  their  own  property.  No 
man  knows  whether  he  is  safe  in  going 
along  the  streets,  if  people  are  to  be 
placed  in  ambuscade,  and  allowed  to  iira 
through  doors  and  windows.  [Cries  of 'No, 
no'].  I  go  by  the  inquest  of  the  coroner, 
from  which  it  appears  that  there  was 
no  justification  whatever  for  their  firing 
through  the  windows — that  there  was  no 
tumult  whatever  at  the  time  the  unfortu- 
nate man  was  killed.  6ht  even  if  there 
were,  ought  they  not  rather  to  display 
their  force  than  to  conceal  it,  to  prevent 
the  necessity  of  shedding  blood  ?  No  man 
would  think  of  placing  steel  traps  or  spring 
guns  in  his  grounds  to'  protect  his  pro* 
perty  against  thieves,  without  first  putting 
up  some  notice  of  it.  There  never  was 
such  a  thing  heard  of  before  in  this  coun- 
try, as  putting  men  in  houses  with  arms  to 
fire  with  on  the  people  ;  to  invite  the 
people  as  it  were  to  attack,  by  shewing 
no  preparation  for  defence,  and  then  to 
destroy  them  in  this  manner.  What  could 
be  a  stronger  proof  that  the  measures  re* 
sorted  to  were  not  necessary,  than  the  in- 
stance which  my  own  case  affi>rds  ?  I'have 
been  supposed  by  the  peoplie  to  be  a  friend 
to  the  Corn  Bill,  and  have  been  repre- 
sented as  such  in  most  of  the  public  papers; 
and  yet  my  house  and  person  have  not 
been  attacked,  though  protected  by  no 
guard  or  military  force ;  for  I  should  have 
preferred  seeing  my  house  razed  to  tha 
ground  to  the  recurring  to  any  such  un* 
constitutional  means,  or  the  having  it  be* 
lieved  that  I  could  entertain  any  appro* 
hensions  for  my  safety.  The  reports 
stated  with  such  confidence  in  the  news* 
papers  were,  however,  very  generally  cre^ 
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dited.    The  people  must  iherefore  have 
believed   that  in  supporting  the  Bill,  I 
acted  from  an  honest  motive.     Is  it  very 
extraordinary  that  no  respect  should  be 
paid  by  the  public  to  majorities  of  hun- 
dreds of  the  House  of  Commons  ?    In  my 
opinion,  it  is  not    this  or  that  measure 
vhich  the  people  should  take  on  them- 
selves to  determine  against  the  voice  of 
the  Commons ;    they   ought  at  once  to 
strike  at  the  root  of  the  evil — the  cause  of 
this  difference  between  the  sentiments  of 
the  people  and  the  determinations  of  par* 
lianient.     If  the  representation  were  once 
restored  to  its  puritVj  the  House  would  not 
bave  its  table  so  o/ten  loaded  with  peti- 
tions.    With  respect  to  the  present  Bill,  I 
think  that  there  is  a  great  mistake  as  to 
the  benefits  which  some   persons  think 
they  will  derive  from  its  being  thrown 
out,  and  especially  as  to  the  advantage 
which  will  be  derived  from  this  by  the 
labouring  classes.    The  only  persons  who 
can  be  supposed  to  derive  any  profit  in 
such  a  case,  are  the  great  master  manu- 
facturers, who,  by  the  cheapness  of  labour, 
would  be  enabled  to  export  their  manu- 
factures cheaper;   but  the  labourer  can 
gain  nothing  by  it.    The  master  manu* 
facturers  complain  of  the  higb  price  of 
corn,  as  it  raises  the  wages  of  their  la- 
bourers, and  prevents  them  from  selling 
their  goods  cheap  abroad.     But  it  would 
be  quite  the  same  in  either  case  with  the 
labouring  classes,  whose   reward   would 
continue  unaltered.      It  is,  therefore,  a 
mistake  to  suppose  that  they  are  at  all  in- 
terested in  the  question.     I  think  the  land 
proprietors  have,  in  this  case,  been  very 
unfairly  dealt  with,  and  that  they  bave 
been  held  up  in  a  very  false  light.  What! 
are  people  to  tell  me  what  rents  I  am  to 
have  for  my  estate,  and  what  I  am  to  do 
with  my  property?    If  we  wish  to  have 
the  country  wealthy  and  prosperous,  every 
man  must  be  left  to  enjoy  his  property 
unmolested  :   and  no  man  or  set  of  men, 
no  government,  have  a  right  to  interfere 
with  the  concerns  of  any  individual.      I 
wish  to  have  every  thing  free,  and  to  have 
no  protections  of  any  kind.     I  would  have 
no  protection  to  trade,  no  protection  to 
agriculture,  no  protection  to  any  sort  of 
people.     We  hear  every  day  of  the  agri- 
cultural interest  being  hostile  to  the  ma- 
nufacturing interest,  and  then  we  hear  of 
the  monied  interest,  and  other  interests ; 
every  class  of  the  community  is  thus  re- 
presented as  having  a  distinct    interest 
from  the  others;  we  ses  erery  man  trying 


to  throw  off  from  his  own  shouljers  to 
those  of  bis  neighbour,  a  burthen  which 
all  are  unable  to  bear.  I  ivould  wish  to 
see  an  end  put  to  this  miserable  system, 
and  to  see  an  equal  protection  extend- 
ed to  all  classes  of  the  community.  1 
shall  only  make  this  farther  observation, 
that  lam  sorry  that  the  country  gentlt:- 
men  should  allow  themselves  to  be  made 
the  catVpavv  of  any  ministry,  as  they 
have  done  on  this  occasion.  For  this  and 
numerous  other  evils,  I  defy  (hem  to  point 
out  any  remedy  but  one — the  renovation 
of  the  constitution. 

Mr.  Robinson  rose  under  great  agitation, 
and  spoke  nearly  as  follows : — The  House, 
I  hope,  will  easily  believe  me;  when  I  say 
that  I  never  rose  to  address  them  with  the 
same  feelings  before.  I  should  bede:>titute 
of  every  feeling  of  a  gentleman  and  an 
honest  man,  if  1  were  not  deeply  affected 
with  the  unfortunate  accident  which  the 
hon.  baronet  has  just  alluded  to.     I  can 
assure  the  hon.  baronet  that  in  some  of 
the  points  alluded  to  by  him,  he  is  e'x-t 
tremely  mistaken.     If  the  hon.   baronet 
thinks  that  soldiers  were  placed  in  ambusb 
in  my  house,  for  the  purpose  which  l^e  has 
stated,  be  is  very  much  mistaken  indeed. 
These  soldiers  were  not  placed  in  ambush; 
they  were'  in  the  inside  of  my  house,  be- 
cause they  would  otherwise  have  had  no 
protection   from  -without — the    windows 
were  all  destroyed — the  door  bad  been 
driven   in — the  house  had  been  entered 
three  different  times  by   the   mob,  and 
nothing  but  the  sudden  appearance  of  the 
soldiers  could  have  prevented  them  from, 
sacrificing* myself,  if  the  mob  coqld  have 
found  me,  and  ^\\  my  family.     I  do  be«^ 
lieve,  in  my  conscience,  that  the  lives  of 
the  people  protecting  my  property  would 
bave  been  sacrificed,  if  they  had  not  been 
protected  by  the  soldiers.     The  soldiers 
remained  in  the  House  the  first  night,  but 
they  were  not  there  when   it  was  first 
attacked.     1  knew  the  artifices  and  mis- 
representations which  had  been  used  to 
inflame  the  people  against  me;  and  I  felt 
that  I  owed  to  those  persons  whom  it  was 
my  duty  to  protect,  to  withdraw  them  from 
the  house  to  a  place  of  security.    The 
house  was  broken  into  on  the  first  attack  ; 
and  the  mob  threatened  to  murder  the  ser- 
vants, if  they  did  not  say  where  1  was  lo 
be   found.     Notwithstanding   the  protec- 
tion of  which  the  hon.  baronet  complainedA 
the  House  will  be  so  good  as  to  recollect 
that  my  house  was  attacked  two  or  three 
times  after   it  was  first  assailed.     The 
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soldiers  had  withdrawn  at  day-light«  the 
populace  returned,  broke  into  the  house, 
and   pursued   the  servants  to  the  upper 
stories,  who  had  little  hope  of  preserving 
their  lives.     Under  thrse  circumatances  I 
did  make  application  to  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  protect  the  house;  which  I  beg  to 
inform  the  hon.  baronet  is  not  mine,  but 
one  which  1  only  temporarily  occupy,  and 
which  it  was  therefore  the  more  my  duty 
to  protect.    The  protection  I  sought  was 
afforded,  but  it  is  not  true  that  the  troops 
were  placed  in  ambush ;  for  before  a  single 
shot  was  fired,  the  soldiers  and  servants 
had  shewn  themselves  at  the  windows. 
They  warned  the  people  against  making 
any  attempt  upon  the  house,  which  would 
be  repelled,  and   that  the  consequences 
must  rest  with  those  who  commenced  the 
attack.     It  will  be  observed  also,  I  hope^ 
that  before  the  Coroner  the  evidence  of 
any  of  my  servants  was  kiot  taken ;  and  al- 
though no  verdict  has  yet  been  passed, 
yet,  whatever  it  be,  the  occasion  of  it  will 
ever  give  me  the  acutest  pain.     [From 
extreme   feeling  the  hon.  member  was 
unable  to  proceed].    I  do  conjure  the 
hon.  baronet,  if  he  values  the  peace  of 
society,  if  he  values  the  lives  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  as  he  states,  that  he  will  abstain 
from  making  remarks  of  such  a  nature. 
They  can  produce  no  effect  but  to  put  to 
hazard  the  existence  of  the  peaceable  and 
well-disposed   inhabitants.     In   my  own 
particular  situation  I  must  necessarily  be 
more   exposed  to  the  vengeance  of  the 
deluded   populace;    I  know,   when   the 
anxiety  which  has  been  expressed    and 
shewn  to  discover  and  to  trace  me,  that 
that  vengeance  might  be  satisfied.     If  I 
bring  a  measure  forward  that  is  obnoxious, 
I  know  that  I  most  expose  myself  to  such 
hazards;  but  when  the  hon.  baronet  speaks 
of  his  own  disinterestedness   upon   this 
question,  I  can,  on  my  part,  assure  him 
that  I,  and  those  nearly  and  dearly  con- 
nected with  me,  are  equally  disinterested; 
for  by  the  success  of  the  measure  neither 
they  nor  I  wilt  gain  a  single  sixpence.     I 
think  it  is  the  duty  of  the  hon.  baronet  to 
abstain  from  using  such  expressions  and 
language,  as  thobe  which  he  has  this  night 
employed,  of  the  impropriety  of  which,  in 
the  existing  state  of  affairs,  he  munt  be 
sensible,  after  one  moment's  reflection  on 
the  consequences  by  which  they  may  be 
attended.  [Hear,  hiar!] 

Lord  Vtnttercat(h  said  :— If,  Sir,  the  hon. 
barnnet  hat)  confined  him»elf  to  his  unual 
topics  and  to  bis  usual  invectives  against 


Government,  I  should  have  been  prepared 
on  the  present  occasion  to  have  passed 
them  over  in  silence.    This  evening,  how* 
ever,  his  address  has  bjsenof  a  far  different 
kind;  and  I  think  he  has  travelled  most 
widely  out  of  the  course  that  I  should  have 
been  disposed  to  allow  to  go  unnoticed, 
when  he  made  reffeolions  upon  the  steps 
that  either  the  Grovernment  or  individuals 
had  adopted  for  the  defence  of  their  per« 
sons  and  property  against  the  disgracefiil 
outrages  of  a  lawless  rabble.    If  the  hon. 
baronet  had  been  in  his  place  on  a  former 
night  (and  I  am  satisfied  that  if  he  were 
not  in  his  heart  a  sincere  friend  to  the 
Corn  Bill,  and  fully  convinced  of  tts  ex- 
pediency,  he  would   have  been   in    bis 
place),  he  would  have  heard,  as  we  all  did, 
that  no  charge  was  directed  against  Go- 
vernment, against  those  whom  he  contends 
have   broken  the    law,    for   unnecessary 
severity  in  the  mode  in  which  they  af« 
forded  protection  to  those  who  had  solicited 
it.    But  such  an  accusation,  1  think,  is  a 
little  too  much  from  the  hon.   baronet, 
from  whose  mouth  (on  a  fiirmer  occasion, 
which  the  House  well  remembers,  when  . 
lives  were  endangered  by  his  improvident 
resistance   to  legal  authority)  we   heard 
repeated  with  such  vehemence,  the  esta- 
blished adage,  that '  every  man's  house  ii 
his  castle.'  [Loud  cheers]  What!  is  it  the 
hon.  baronet  that  now  maintains  the  ille- 
gality of  self-preservation  ?   Is  it  the  hon. 
baronet  that  now  insists  that  an  Eng-ish- 
man  has  not  a  right  to  defend  himself  in 
his  castle,  to  protect  his  life  and  his  pro- 
perty against  an  infuriated  multitude — a 
resistance  too,  not  in  violation  and  defiance 
of  the  laws  of  his  country,  as  was  the  case 
with  the  hon.   baronet?    Now  the  hon. 
baronet  changes  his  tone  :  he  who  defends 
his  family  and  his  property,  against  a' law- 
less mob,  if  any  accident  occurs,  is  guilty 
of  murder;  and  he  wha defies  the  Consti- 
tutioA  and  refuses  obedience  to  the  laws, 
if  lives  be  lost,  is  a  true  patriot,  and  a 
loyal  subject.     I  trust  that  my  temper  is 
able  to  carry  me  through  the  ordinary 
difficulties   belonging  to  the  situation  I 
hold,  and  to  the  part  I  am  under  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  in  the  discussions  of  this 
House ;    but  when  I  hear  every  dictate 
of  common  sense,  and  every  feeling  of 
a   loyal    nature   so  grossly    outraged,    I 
confess    I    am  unable  to  speak  without 
bem^  in  dnn^r  of  doing  violence  even 
to  the  widest  limits   of  the    freedi>m   of 
df'bate.^    I  am  «iire  ih'it  the  hon.  baronet 
caoiiot'^  be    sincere   iu   his    declaration 
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respecting  his  opinion  upon  this  Btt1|  and 
in  the  argaments  he  employed  to  his  con- 
stituents. I  say  be  cannot  be  sincere,  or 
vrhy  did  he  nut  make  his  appearance  in 
parliament  to  oppose  it?  Why  did  he 
not  come  down  before  this  night,  if  he  so 
thought,  and  say  that  he  was  not  a  sup- 
porter of  the  Bill  ?  Is  he  an  opposer  of 
it  ?  Is  there  any  man  who  has  heard  the 
speech  he  has  made,  that  does  not  per- 
cei?e  that  he  has  touched  all  the  argu- 
ments on  which  the  support  of  this  Bill  U 
rested  ?  Has  he  not  declared  that  he  is  an 
enemy  to  affording  protection  to  our  ma- 
nufactures, one  of  which  was  the  manu- 
facture of  corn  ?  Who  has  founded  this 
measure  upon  any  other  principle  than 
that  you  cannot  protect  one  system  of 
capital  without  affordmg  protection  to  all, 
unless  indeed  it  is  meant  to  destroy  that 
apecies  of  manufacture,  or  system  of  ra- 
piCal,  that  is  not  protected?* Thus,  while 
the  principles  and  practice  of  the  hon. 
baronet  are  so  diametrically  opposite,  the 
whole  comes  to  nothing  more  than  an 
anxiety  to  subrert  the  constitution  of  the 
country.  [Repeated  cheers].  It  is  not  the 
destruction  of  any  particular  government 
that  be  desires  (for  this  testimony  I  have 
from  the  hon.  baronet  upon  more  than 
one  occasion,  that  if  the  present  system  is 
to  exist,  it  cannot  be  administered  by 
better  bands  than  those  who  are  now  en- 
trusted with  it),  but  he  aims  with  a  sweep- 
ing hand  at .  the  complete  destruction  of 
our  constitution.  He  comes  tardily  from 
his  retreat  to  attend  his  duty,  not  to  op- 
pose the  Corn  Bill,  not  to  destroy  the  Go* 
▼ernment,  but  to  subvert  the  Constitution. 
He  comes  from  seclusion  and  retirement 
upon  this  favourable  opportunity,  to  in- 
Yite  the  opponents  of  this  measure  (who 
are  among  the  steadiest  and  pnost  distin- 
guished friends  of  the  constitution),  to 
assist  him,  not  in  resisting  the  Com  Bill, 
but  the  work  be  has  in  view— far  different 
in  its  means  and  object.  I  do  trust  that 
thoie  who  have  resisted  the  progress  of 
this  measure,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  as- 
certain the  true  sense  of  Parliament  upon 
the  subjei't,  will  pause  before  they  range 
themselves  under  the  banners  of  the  hon. 
baronet.  I  do  call  upon  them  to  reflect 
seriously  before  they  embark  in  a  common 
cause  of  destruction  of  every  thing  ad- 
mirable and  respectable  with  the  hon. 
baronet  [<  No,  no  i'  and  cheers  from  all 
aides].  Let  them  hesitate  before,  with 
their  eyes  opened  to  the  designs  of  ihe 
hoo.  baronet,  they  join  with  him  in  shak- 


ing the  government  and  subverting  the 
constitution.  If  they  are  not  disposed  to 
unite  their  fcArces  to  his  fdr  the  attain* 
ment  of  his  loyal  and  patriotic  purposes^ 
I  f^ish  to  know  whether  they  are  disposed 
practically  to  give  countenance  to  senti- 
ments like  those  this  night  avowed — cal- 
culated only  to  inflame  the  diaffected 
and  disturb  the  peaceable  ?  If  such  be  nd 
their  intention,  let  them  assert  it  and  vin* 
dicate  themselves.  Let  them,  before  they^ 
take  the  desperate  plunge,  survey,  if  they 
can,  without  trembling,  the  abyss  on 
whose  brink  they  stand,  and  in  which 
they  will  be  swallowed  if  they  follow  th« 
hon.  baronet  in  the  most  equivocal  opi« 
nions  he  has  this  night  delivered — opmions 
which,  if  put  in  practice,  would  shake 
to  ruins  the  whole  fabric  of  our  constitn* 
tion,  and  compel  us  to  abandon  the  pro- 
tection  of  all  interests,  landisd  as  well  as 
commercial. 

Mr.  M,  A.  Taller  said,  that  though  b« 
had  at  different  times  wished  to  offer  his 
opinion  on  the  subject  of  the  Bill,  he  had 
abstained  from  doing  so,  because  he  sair 
that  the  minds  of  the  people  were  in* 
flamed.  There  was  no  man  more  at* 
tached  to  the  constitution  of  the  country 
than  himself;  nor  could  any  one  be  more 
ready  to  deprecate  any  departure  from  it: 
but  so  far  from  thinking  that  the  mili* 
tary  had  been  improperly  employed,  he 
thought  the  Government  highly  praise- 
worthy for  calling  them  out  with  a  vicir 
to  put  down  a  mob,  which  threatened 
destruction  both  to  the  favourers  and  op- 
posers  of  it.  Every  man  had  a  right  to 
defend  his  castle,  and  those  who  attacked 
it  must  take  the  consequences  of  their  te- 
merity. Without  such  resistance  on  such 
occasions,  no  man  could  safely  live  in  this 
country.  If  the  worthy  baronet  had  n 
fancy  to  have  his  house  razed  lo  the 
ground,  let  him  indulge  his  propensity. 
The  gentlemen  over  the  way  had  done  only 
what  was  just.  Had  they  succeeded  or 
bad  they  not  ?  Would  not  more  blood  haTe 
been  shed  if  these  measures  had  not  been 
resorted  to  ?  The  worthy  baronet  seemed 
to  like  the  company  of  the  hustings  in 
Palace-yard  better  than  he  liked  that 
House, 'or  the  company  in  it;  but  he 
could  not  agree  with  any  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  baronet,  because  he 
conceived  that  he  had  a  right  to  the 
protection  of  the  Government;  and  with- 
out aflbrding  it  as  they  had  done,  he 
should  have  conceived  they  had  not  done 
their  doty.    Thoia  who  did  not  like  to 
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live  under  such  a  system,  had  better,  per- 
hap8»  abandon  tbe  country  altogether. 

Mr.  Methuen  disclaimed  any  participa- 
tion in  the  sentiments  uttered  by  the  hon. 
baronet. 

Mr.  Paget  bore  testimony  to  the  provo- 
cation given  when  the  soldiery  fired  from 
the  Hduse  of  Mr.  Robinson.  Tbe  popu- 
lace were  very  outrageous,  and  were 
warned  by  the  military,  whom  they  saw 
loading  their  muskets  at  the  windows  be- 
fore tbe  attack  was  made. 

Sir  John  Sebright  felt  it  unnecessary  to 
trouble  the  House  at  length,  after  the 
manly  and  constitutional  speech  of  the 
noble  lord.  He  rose  principally  to  enter 
his  protest  against  the  doctrines  of  the 
bon.  baronet,  who  had  talked  of  his  con- 
stituents as  if  they  alone  .were  the  people 
of  England.  He  thought  that  a  member 
much  better  discharged  his  duty  by  at* 
tendance  in  his  place,  than  by  dealing  out 
declamations  to  a  mob.  In  this  instance 
he  felt  himself  bound  not  only  to  support 
ministers,  but  to  express  his  thanks  to 
them  for  their  firmness  and  moderation. 
Were  he  to  make  any  criticism  upon  their 
conduct,  he  should  say,  that  from  constitu- 
tional motives  they  had  'carried  lenity  too 
far.  It  should  not  be  forgotten,  that  a 
civil  magistrate  was  placed  even  at  the 
bead  of  the  military.  It  appeared  to  him 
quite  justifiable  to  place  men  in  ambush  if 
it  were  necessary  for  the  defence  of  his 
house ;  ■  and  he  begi^ed  to  state  to  the  hon. 
baronet,  for  the  information  and  caution 
of  his  constituents  of  Westminster^  that 
he  should  defend  his  castle  to  the  last. 

Sir  Francis  Burdeti  said  :— -It  is  not  my 
wish  to  trouble  the  House  at  any  length, 
more  particularly  upon  what  has  been 
said  regarding  myself  personally.  I  am 
desirous,  however,  to  set  myself  right  with 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite  (Mr. 
Robinson).  I  did  not  attach  any  blame  to 
him  individually,  but  to  the  soldiers  who 
were  employed.  I  do  not  object  to  any 
man's  defending  his  house  or  his  property, 
provided  it  be  done  legally  and  constitir- 
tionally.  I  should  like  to  see  every  man 
in  the  metropolis  armed  and  organized  to 
preserve  tranquillity  ;  but  I  do  object  to 
the  interference  of  tbe  soldiers,  by  which  a 
military  despotism,  instead  of  a  constitu- 
tional defence,  would  be  established.  The 
hon;  baronet  who  spoke  last  observed, 
that  a  police  magistrate  had  been  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  troops  ;  but  does  this 
render  the  force  at  all  less  military,  or 
alter  their  character  ?    It  reminds  me  of  a 


story  I  have  heard  regarding  one  of  the 
Westminster  elections  some  years  ago.. 
The  partizans  of  the  different  candidates, 
were  organized  into  small  bodies,  armed 
with  half-poles,  the  size  of  a  con* 
stable's  stafi^  with  which  they  were  able 
to  do  great  execution,  and  sometimes  even,. 
I  believe,  committed  murders.  They  were 
under  leaders  who  conducted  them  about 
the  town,  one  of  'whom  one  day  asked 
whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  have  a 
little  law  on  their  side  ?  His  men  did  not 
uaderstand  him,  and  he  proceeded  to  ex-, 
plain,  that  what  made  a  legal  constable 
was  a  painted  stafiT,  and  he  asked  them 
whether  it  would  not  be  Better  to  have 
their  half-poles  painted  like  them  ?  So  it 
is  with  those  who  defend  the  introduction 
of  the  soldiery,  and  argue  that  by  putting 
a  police  magistrate  at  their  head,  its  mili- 
tary character  is  changed.  Thus  it  is,  that 
all  constitutional  modes  of  defence  are 
neglected  and  fall  into  disuse^  [Cries  of 
•  No,  no  I  ]'.  Qpntlemen  may  cry  '  No,  no/ 
if  they  please  ;  but  are  they  ignorant  tha(>. 
constitutionally  speaking,  such  a  thing  as 
a  standing  army  is  unknown  in  this  coun- 
try ?  What,  then,  was  the  proper  and 
effectual  mode  of  suppressing  riots  before 
our  army  was  employed  against  the  peo- 
ple ?  My  object  is  not,  as  the  noble  lord 
has  been  pleased  to  represent  it,  to  over- 
turn, but  to  restore  the  constitution.  Let 
the  Hojase  recollect  who  it  is  that  venturea 
to  make  this  charge  against  me;  Why^ 
the  noble  lord  who  was  himself  detected 
in  an  act  for  which  he  ought  to  hav^  lost 
his  head— -[Hear,  hear!  and  great  confu- 
sion]**— >!  say,  that  for  that  act  the  noble 
lord  ought  to  have  lost  his  head  ;  and  by 
an  uncorrupt  House  of  Commons  he  would 
have  been  impeached,  and  would  have, 
suffered.  He  was  exposed  and  detected 
in  trafficking  in  seats  in  this  House.  The 
noble  lord  and  his  friends  Around  him 
laugh;  he  may  laugh  now,  secure  in 
the  protection  he  has  received  from  this 
House :  but  when  this  heinous  trafiick  waa 
disclosed,  you  yourself,  Mr.  Speaker,  stig- 
matized it  as  a  new  practice,  ia  one  at 
which  our  forefathers  would  have  started 
with  horror  and  indignation  ;  and  yet  the 
noble  lord  was  pardoned,  let  it  never  be 
forgotten,  because  the  crime  was  as  noto« 
rious  as  the  sun  at  noon-dav,  and  he 
escaped  in  tbe  general  mass  of  curruption 
and  delinquency.  Yet  the  noble  lord« 
admitted  to  be  guilty  of  this  great  oflfence. 
thia  direct  attack  upon  the  constitution* 
now  Tentttres  to  stand  forward^  amidst  th<i 
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applauses  of  the  Hoase»  ai  the  upholder 
and  supporter  of  that  constitution  which  it 
has  been  proved  he  endeatoared  to  over* 
throw.  1  cannot  approve  of  the  public 
tumults,  the  breaking  of  windows,  or  of 
the  unmanly  practice  of  attacking  de- 
fenceless individuals;  but  still  less  do  I 
approve  bf  the  more  unmanly  practice  of 
letting  loose  an  armed  force  upon  an  un- 
armed populace.  Bat  I  can  bear  with 
fatience  the  charge  of  the  noble  lord,  that 
wish  to  renovate  the  Constitution,  be- 
cause  it  has  been,  I  am  proud  to  say,  the 
whole  object  bf  my  life.  The  hon.  baronet 
has  spoken  of  the  electors  of  Westminster 
as  if  they  were  engaged  in  these  disturb- 
ances: he  says  that  he  will  defend  his 
house  to  the  last  against  my  constituents. 
Does  he  mean  to  assert  that  the  enlight- 
ened electors  of  the  important  city  of 
Westminster  are  guilty  of  these  outrages  ? 
—[Hear,  hear!]— I  say  that  no  member 
has 'a  right  to  make  such  an  assertion, 
howevek'  obnoxious  my  constituents  may 
be  to  the  corrupt  portion  of  this  House.  I 
have  a  right  to  call  it  so— the  noble  lord 
was  detected  in  disgraceful  practices — he 
was  taken  in  the  fact — and  '  ex  uno  disce 
Omnes ;'  that  was  only  one  instance  of  a 
consistent  system  of  profligacy. 

Mr.  Meihuen  spoke  to  order.  The  hon. 
baronet  was  not  warranted  in  asserting 
that  the  House  pursued  a  consistent  system 
of  profligacy. 

The  Speaker.  The  hon.  baronet  has 
been  long  enough  a  member  of  this  House 
to  know  that  it  is  a  breach  of  its  orders  to 
use  such  language. 

Sir.  F.  Burdeti,  I  do  know  it,  and  I 
wish  that  my  assertion  was  not  only  a 
breach  of  order,  but  a  breach  of  truth-* 
[Order,  order!]. 

*  Mr.  Sumner  thought,  that  as  the  hon. 
baronet  had  allowed  that  he  knew  he  was 
transgressing  the  ordefs  of  the  House,  his 
words  should  be  taken  down. — [Cries' of 
No,  uo !  ] 

Sir  F.  Burdetu  It  is  a  matter  of  perfect 
indifference  to  me— the  hon.  member  may 
do  just  as  he  pleases. 

Sir  Jchn  Sdright  explained,  that  he  did 
not  mean  to  cast  any  reflection  upon  the 
electors  of  Westminster :  he  only  alluded 
to  certain  persons,  whom  the  hon.  baronet 
was  in  the  habit  of  addressing  in  Palace- 
yard. 

Sir  F.  Burdeti.  The  hon.  baronet  should 
be  informed  that  the  householders  of 
Westminster  are  the  electors.  The  noble 
lord  has  tenned  my  arguments  witb  re- 


spect to  the  Corn  Bill,  equivocal ;  now  I 
do  not  care  one  straw  wi^ether  the  measure 
is  or  is  not  carried.  I  am  only  sorry  that 
gentlemen  of  the  country  have  interfered, 
and  that  the  people  have  been  deluded 
by  it. 

The  hon.  baronet  then  brought  up  tha 
petition,  which  was  read,  as  follows : 

To  the  Honourable  the  Commons  of  Iha 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled : 

The  Humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabi- 
tant Householders  of  the  City  and 
Liberties  of  Westminsteri  whose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed, 

«» Sheweth, 

''  That  your  petitioners,  fully  sensible 
of  the  value  of  our  excellent  constitution 
of  government,  though  always  lamenting 
the  limitation  and  abridgment  of  its  bless- 
ings by  a  corrupt  system  of  administra- 
tion, and  the  want  of  an  equal  repres^nta- 
tion  of  the  people,  have  patiently  endured 
the  unexampled  burthen  of  taxation,  oc- 
casioned by  the  late  protracted,  calami-! 
tous,  and,  in  their  judgment,  unnecessary 
war,  although  they  could  not  but  feel  that 
it  fell  with  very  unequal  severity  on  the 
inhabitants  of  towns,  while  the  owners 
and  occupiers  of  lands  were  in  general 
much  more  than  compensated,  by  the 
enormous  increase  of  rents,  and  by  the 
high  price  of  the  produce  of  the  earth. 

•*  That  on  the  unexpected  and  fortunate 
return  of  peace,  it  was  reasonableto  hope,' 
that  this  forced  and  unnatural  state  oC 
things,  would  be,  in  a  great  degree,  cor- 
rected ;  that  the  rent  of  land  and  the 
prices  of  provisions  would  be  reduced; 
that  some  of  the  more  grievous  and  bur- 
thensome  taxes  would  cease ;  *  that  com- 
merce would  flow  into  its  accustomed 
channels ;  that  a  stimulus  would  be  given 
to  our  manufacturing  and  trading  interests, 
by  the  freedom  of  intercourse  wKh  foreign 
nations ;  and  that  all  classes  of  our  fellow- 
subjects  would  participate  \n  those  bless- 
ings and  advantages  to  which  they  had 
formerly  been  accustomed  in  times  of 
tranquillity. 

<'  That  your  petitioners  have,  however, 
noticed  with  extreme  concern  and  anxiety 
the  introduction  into  your  honourable 
House  of  a  Bill  relative  to  the  importation 
of  Corn,  which,  if  passed  into  a  law,  most 
necessarily  and  directly  produce,  and  in 
the  judgment  of  your  petitioners  is  intend- 
ed to  produce,  a  great  permanent  increase 
in  the  price  of  one  of  the  first  necessaries 
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of  life,  for  the  sake  of  enabling  the  pro- 
prietors and  cultivators  of  land  to  main- 
tain undiminished  a  splendid  and  luxurious 
style  of  living,  unknown  to  their  fathers, 
in  which  they  were  tempted  to  indulge 
during  the  late  war,  so  highly  profitable  to 
them,  and  so  calamitous  to  most  of  their 
fellow-subjects. 

«'  That  it  appears  to  your  petitioners, 
that  the  measure  which  is  the  object  of 
this  Bill  neither  has  been,  nor  can  be 
proved  to  be  called  for  by  any  necessity ; 
that,  on  the  contrary,  the  system  of  pro* 
bibition  is  injudicious ;  and  that  whenever 
the  produce  of  all  the  land  which  can  be 
cultivated  at  a  moderate  expense,  is  found 
insufficient  for  the  support  of  a  greatly 
increased  manufacturing  population,  it  is 
wiser  to  import,  from  countries  where  it 
can  be  grown  at  a  low  price,  the  addi- 
tional quantity  of  corn  required,  which 
the  spirit  and  industry  of  our  merchants 
would  at  all  times  obtain  in  exchange  for 
manufactures  exported,  than  to  diminish 
the  national  capital  and  increase  the  price 
of  bread,  in  attempting  to  force  it  from 
barren  spots  at  home,  by  an  enormously 
expensive  mode  of  cultivation. 

<'  That  the  certain  consequences  of  this 
prohibitory  measure,  if  persevered  in,  will 
90,  as  your  petitioners  conceive,  consider- 
able inconvenience  to  the  middle  orders  of 
society ;  great  distress  to  the  poorer  and 
more  numerous  classes;  a  most  serious 
injury  |6  the  manufactures  and  commerce 
of  the  country ;  a  great  loss  of  national 
property ;  a  powerful  inducement  to  emi- 
gration ;  and  eventually,  though  not  imme- 
diately, a  bar  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
landed  interest  itself.  For  these  reasons, 
they  are  firmly  persuaded  that  it  is  both 
impolitic  and  unjust.. 

''Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly 

Eray  that  the  said  Bill  may  not  pass  into 
kw,  and  that  the  degree  of  freedom  which 
the  corn  trade  at  present  enjoys  may  not 
be  diminished. 
''  And  your  petitioners  shall  ever  pray.'' 
The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

General  GoKoync  presented  a  Petition 
from  Liverpool  against  the  Corn  laws, 
signed  by  48,000  persons.  He  stated 
that  this  petition  had  been  drawn  up  and 
signed  without  any  meeting  having  been 
held— from  the  spontaneous  feeling  of  the 
inhabitants.  The  opinion  of  the  people 
of  Liverpool  had  become  decidedly  hos- 
tile to  any  alteration  in  the-  Corn  laws, 
although  formerly  they  bad  merely  op- 


PciUiani  againsi  Ae  Cam  Biff. 


[ilf 


posed  aome  particular  measures  on  the 
subject.    He  hoped  the  sei^se  of  his  con-  • 
stituents,    expressed   in  a  constitutional 
manner,  would  be  attended  to. 

Mr.  Baring  rose  to  present  three  Peti* 
tions  against  the  Corn  Bill,  from  Mary* 
le -bonne  parish,   from  Plymouth  Dock, 
and  from  his  constituents   at  Taunton; 
the  last  of  which  had  come  just  in  time 
to  be  thrown  on  the  table  and  totally  dis* 
regarded  with  the  many  others  which  had 
been  presented.     He  hoped  it  was  not 
necessary  for  any  member  of  the  House 
to  disavow  an  intention  of  exciting  tumult, 
as  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  had  called 
on  the  opposers  of  (he  Corn  Bill  to  do. 
He  admitted   that  the   Government  was 
jt^stified   in    using  all  fair   exertions   to 
suppress  the  disturbances,  and  he  therein 
differed    from    the     hon.     baronet    (sir 
F«  Bordett),   who,  whatever    he    might 
do  with  his  vote,  bad  thrown  the  weight 
of  his  argument  into  the  scale  with  the 
supporters  of  the  Bill.    He  thought  the 
hon.  baronet  wrong  also  as  to  the  relation 
which  he  conceived  to  exist  between  the 
ministers   aod    the    country    gentlemen* 
The  ministers  had  been  made  a  cat's*  paw 
by  the  country  gentlemen,  rather  thaa 
the  country  gentlemen  by  the  ministers; 
who  would  eat  the  chesnuts,  he  could 
not  decide.    As  to  the  unfortunate  acci- 
dent in  Burlington-street,  there  was  no 
one,  he  believed,  that  would  blame  the 
right  hon.  merer    for  taking   the  most 
effectual  means  to  defend  his  house;  nor 
would  any  imputation  be  cast  on  him, 
even  if  any  of  the  persons  employed  to 
defend  his  property  had  misbehaved  them- 
selves.  Although  he  did  not  agree  with  tho 
hon.  baronet  in  his  notions  of  reform,  he 
thought  the  measure,  if  carried,  would  bo 
more    efficacious    towards    producing    a 
reform  in  that  House,  than  any  speech 
which  that  hon.  baronet   had   made  or 
could  make. 

Mr.  Brand  said,  (hat  though  a  friend  to 
a  reform  of  the  representation,  he  thought 
that  question  had  been  most  improperly 
mixed  up  with  the  consideration  of  the 
manner  in  which  this  country  might  best  be 
supplied  with  provisions,  both  by  the  hon« 
baronet,  and  by  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
spoke  last.  The  hon.  gentleman,  indeed, 
had  mixed  up  with  his  speeches  all  that  was 
inconsistent,  heterogeneous,  and  contra- 
dictory—eyery  thing  that  could  excite  the 
public  mind,  by  imputing  the  most  im* 
proper  motives  to  the  suppprters  of  the 
Bill ;  and  be  must  be  conscipus,  howeTor 
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be  lameAledit^  ihat  Ihe  t^le  of  dbtorbance 
iQ  wbicb  the  meirapolis  .wa#  bud  eruep 
fram  such  st^lemenU. 

Mr.  Ttcmfy  rote  to  order.  He  was 
roATinced,  from  the  well-kQOwn  benevo- 
loot  disposition  of  his  boo.  Iriendf  that  he 
bad  oot  any  deliberate  iDteotion  to  cast 
improper  imputations  on  iinlividuais ;  but 
he  would  perceive  that  it  went  to  make  a 
isember  answerable  for  tbe  consequence 
wbicb  a  conscientious  support  of  bis  opi" 
nions  in  the  House  might  produce  out  of 
doors. 

Mr.  Bttmd  continued,  that  be  tbougbt 
it  moat  improper  that  tbe  hon.  gentleman 
(Mr.  Baring)  should  have  attributed  im- 
proper motives  to  any  individuals  or  class 
of  individuals.  The  consequence  bad 
been,  that  members,  that  he.bimself  was 
not  able,  without  personal  inconvenience 
and  danger,  to  attend  his  duty  in  that 
House.  It  was  impossible  for  him  to 
speak  of  the  statements  wbiqh  be  supposed 
to  have  produced  tb7s|  without  irritation. 
He  .concurred  with  the  hon;  baronet  in 
what  be  bad  said  respecting  tberepreaaot- 
atioot  except  as  to  the  language  wbioh 
the  bun*  baronet  had  osed.on  the  occaaion ; 
but  he  thought  tbe  attt|}ect  quite  irretevaot 
lo  a  qtteslion  conceiming  the  mode  Af 
fisomotiog  the  agricultore  of  Ibe  country. 

Mr.  Harrng  contended^  that  be  was 
alriotiy  in  order,  as  to  what  be  bad  said 
respecting  parliamentary  reform ;  and  be 
lepeated  that  the  measure  then  before  the 
House  would  injure  the  cepsaation  of  that 
Hoose  with  the  people.  They  would  lose 
meee  by  persevering  in  that  measure  than 
by  any  aot  that  bad  ever  Uiken  place 
since  he  had  sat  within  those  walls.  He 
bad  never  said,  that  there  were  penons 
who  had  not  voted  conacientioualy ;  but 
be  maintained  that  this  was  a  queation 
between  landed  proprietors  and  the  great 
body  of  the  peopJe.  [No!  no!]  Gentle- 
men might  say  ''  No !  no !"  but  he  was 
perauaded  be  was  right,  without  following 
the  supporters  of  the  measure  in  all  their 
agrioultural  trumpery. 

The  petitions  were  ordered  to  lie  oo  the 
table. 

TaBATT     OV    CBAO]|0|IT-*-LAIiniKO     Of 

BoONAPMiTB  IN  FaANCB.]  Mr.  IVkitbread 
begged  to  know  if  a  treaty,  wbicb  vras 
not  then  ratified,  and  could  not  conse- 
quently be  produced,  but  which  bad  been 
fseouired  from  the  noble  lord  as  early  as 
July  last,  and  several  tiroes  since,  would 
be  laid  upon  the  table  before  the  debate 
(V0L.2tXX.) 


on  Wednesday.  Being  than  op  bb  Ugs, 
be  also  begged  to  be  iuformed,  whether 
Governmeot  had  received  any  intelligence 
respecting  the  landing  of  Buonaparte  in 
France. 

Lord  CastUreagh  replied,  that  he  would 
endeavour  to  produce  tbe  tieaty  of  .Chau* 
mont  before  Wednesday.  As  to  tbe  second 
question,  it  was  true  that  GovernmtiQt  had 
received  infonmation  that  SuonapaKte  had 
landed  in  France* 

Mr.  WkUUtad  hoped  that  the  noble  iord 
would  produce  the  treaty  on  Monday :  it 
contained  many  matters  of  importance  to 
ihe  discussion.  He  hoped  that  it  would 
lorn  out  that  the  conduct  of  Great  Britain 
had  been  perfectly  correct,  and  that  our 
allies  had  been  equally  immaculate  in  ttSe 
preservation  of  their  plighted  faitb. 

Lord  Cof^farse^  did  not  think  it  right 
aow  to  reply  to  any  insinuations,  if  they 
were  inltended.  The  treaty  might  not  be 
ready  before  Monday,  but  at  any  rate  the 
substance  was  sufficiently  kpown. 

Mr.  Wkulntad  remarked  that  he  hoped 
the  treaty  would  be  forthcoming;  the 
Houae  had  votod  supplies  upon  the  faith 
of  the  ratification  of  that  convention. 

Lord  Ca$datii^  observed,  ihaA  it  would 
not  be  a  greater  atretch  to  argue  upon 
the  aobatanoe  of  the  treaty  than  to*vote 
public  money  upon  it. 

Mr.  21wnMy  4)bjected  to  the  noble  lord^ 
that  be  made  a  aoit  of  favour  of  that 
which  the  House  bad  a  right  to  demand  ; 
it  was  the  duty  of  every  minister  to  lay  < 
•treaty  on  which  money  was  voted  upon 
the  table  the  moment  it  was  xattfied.  Hir 
demanded  the  treaty. 

Lord  Cakkrta^  said  that  be  was  not 
aware  that  he  Imd  piovoked  language  oC 
that  imperious  kind.  Ministers,  without 
being  influenced,  would  pursue  that  coorse 
wbicb  had  hitherto  secured  to  them  the 
approbation  of  tbe  Hoose  and  of  the  coun^ 
try.  Such  terms  did  not  become  ao  saga- 
cious  and  experienced  a  member.  He 
would  take  measures  to  procure  tbe  treaty^ 
but  aurely  the  substance  would  answer 
fully  all  the  purposes  of  argument. 

Mr.  Wkiihrtai  t»m^\zvomA  of  tbe  con<* 
lemptuona  manner  in  which  the  noble 
lord  thought  fit  to  treat  members.  Mi- 
nistecs  bad  secured  the  vote  of  lAoney, 
and  now  Parliament  might  obtain  the 
vouchers  as  they  could.  He  contended 
that  the  confidence  shewn  by  Parliament 
in  voting  the  public  money,  demanded  a 
diftrent  return*  The  documentary  evi^ 
dence  was  absolutely  necevsary  }  and  he 
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was  sorry  that  the  noble  lord  required  to 
be  urged,  not  only  to  give  this  piece  of 
information,  but  the  whole  explanation 
regarding  hit  important  mission.  He  in- 
quired what  money  had  been  paid  under 
the  treaty  ? 

Lord  CaUkreagh  replied,  that  no  money 
had  been  paid  under  it. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said  that  the  intelligence 
gave  him  great  satisfaction ;  and  after  a 
few  words  from  lord  Castlereagh,  the  sub- 
ject was  dropped,  on  an  understanding 
that,*  if  possible,  the  treaty  shoold  be  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Mr.  WUberforce  wished  to  know  whe- 
ther the  noble  lord  would  gire  the  House 
some  intimation  of  what  had  passed  at  the 
Congress  on  the  subject  of  the  abolition 
of  the  slave  trade  \ 

Lord  CasiUreagh  said  that  on  Wednes* 
day  next,  among  other  information,  be 
shoul4  state  what  had  passed  on  that  in- 
teresting subject. 

Mr.  Pmwmby  said  that  if,  on  Wednes- 
day, it  was  intended  to  call  for  any  opi- 
nion on  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord,  he, 
for  one,  should  not  gire  any  opinion  with- 
'out  documents  having  been  laid  before 
him.  He  should  lay  in  his  claim,  both 
for  time  and  authentic  documents,  before 
he  could  come  to  any  decision  on  the 
subject. 

Lord  CttUUrtagh  said  he  perfectly  con- 
curred with  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
What  he  should  do  on  Wednesday  was,  to 
give  a  general  outline  of  the  business  at 
the  Congress,  and  not  to  call  for  any  de- 
cision on  his  conduct. 

Corn  Bill.]  Mr.  Robinson  moved  the 
order  of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of 
the  Corn  Bill. 

Mr.'  Proiheroe  said,  that  as  in  the  course 
of  the  last  two  years,  be  had  spoken  at 
least  nine-  times  on  the  subject  of  the 
corn  laws,  he  thought  it  unnecessary  to 
trespass  on  the  time  of  the  House  now 
in  rising  to  move  an  amendment  to  the 
motion' which  had  just  been  made.  He 
lamented  the  popular  commotiona  which 
had  taken  place,  panegyrised  the  general 
conduct  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  brought  forward  the  measure,  and 
concluded  by  moving.  That  theBill  be  read 
a  third  time  on  that  day  six  months. 

Mr.  Frtmanile  seconded  the  amendment, 
and  observed,  that  the  Bill  being  founded 
on  averages  which  were  known  to  be  faU 
lacioos,  the  operation  of  it  could  not  be 
effttCtuiU  in  producing  stability  of  price. 
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He  regarded  the  measure  as  one  of  the 
maqy  attempts  to  support  the  defective 
state  of  the  money  system,  and  that  it  had 
been  proposed  at  the  worst  time  that  could 
have  been  chosen.  He  thought  that  even 
a  regard  to  the  public  feeling  should  in- 
duce the  House  to  suspend  the  passing  of 
the  measure,  even  if  the  Bill  did  not  ap- 
pear to  them  impolitic  and  unjust. 

Mr.  Wiibeiforce  said  the  hon.  gentleman 
who  had  just  sat  down  seemed  to  think, 
that  all  the  danger  and  mischief  were  on 
one  side  only  ;  but  if  those  who  had 
argued  in  support  of  the  Bill  were  correct 
in  their  opinions,  the  measure  was  absoT 
lutely  necessary.  There  was  a  general 
impression,  that  the  opening  of  our  ports 
freely  for  the  importation  of  foreign  corn 
would  prevent  agriculturists  from  supply- 
ing our  home  market,  and  would  occasion 
m  general  decline  and  decrease  of  agricul- 
ture. If  that  were  true,  what  could  be 
more  serious,  what  more  alarming  ?  If  it 
were  true,  it  was  necessary  for  the  general 
weal  of  the  empire  that  the  Legislature 
should  adopt  proper  remedies  before  it 
was  too  late.  Gentlemen  said,  that  every 
thing  should  be  left  to  find  its  own  level. 
He  admitted  this  principle  generally,  but 
did  they  not  see  that  in  the  present  state  of 
circumstances  it  was  inapplicable  ?  If  the 
whole  of  Europe  were  under  one  govern- 
ment,—if  it  were  one  great  family~-if  all 
were  as  much  disposed  to  dispense  happi- 
ness as  they  were  often  found  inclined  to 
injure  one  another,  be  should  then  say,  let 
every  country  produce  that  which  the 
nature  of  its  soil  and  other  circumstances 
may  render  beneficial,  and  let  it  supply 
other  nations  with  its  superabundance. 
Nothing  would  be  more  just  than  that 
principle  ;  but  it  was  worthy  of  the  most 
serious  consideration,  that  those  very  coon- 
tries  from  which  we  might  derive  suppliea, 
were  countries  which,  at  no  great  length 
of  time,  might  be  united  against  this  nation. 
If  that  were  the  case,  we  had  sufficient 
reasons  for  not  trusting  to  their  kindness, 
or  good  policy.  As  to  having  been  sop- 
plied  by  France  at  a  particular  period,  b« 
begged  the  House  to  remember,  that  that 
was  not  owing  to  the  situation  of  our  com- 
merce, but  becsuse  the  French  emperor 
found  it  a  productive  source  of  revenue. 
But  would  gentlemen  put  the  happiness  of 
so  many  millions  upon  an  issue  like  that  ? 
Would  they  trust  to  the  tender  mercies 
of  France  for  supplies?  Would  they  trust 
to  any  commercial  interests  whatever? 
No;  there  could  not  be  any  truth  moM 
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certain  than  thi8,««that  a  great  country  like 
England,  should  be  independent  of  foreign 
nations  with. regard  to  her  supply  for  food. 
Providence  had  given  us  the  means  of 
satisfying  all  our  wants,  and  we  should  be 
ungrateful  and  undeserving,  if  we  did  not 
arail  ourselves  of  its  kindness.  He  was 
astonished,  therefore,  to  hear  honourable 
members  argue,  that  we  should  depend  on 
the  policy  of  foreign  nations  for  our  exist- 
ence. Did  the  great  commercial  gentle- 
man, who  had  spoken  so  frequently  on 
that  subject  (Mr.  Baring)  suppose  that 
France  would  not  raise  the  price  of  corn, 
when  the  demand  for  it  was  increased  ? 
If  honourable  gentlemen  would  consider 
that  point,  they  would  find  that  all  the 
reasoning  was  not  confined  to  one  side. 
He  would  next  say  a  few  words  as  to  the 
policy  of  promoting  the  agriculture  of  the 
country  ;  a6d  instead  of  speaking  of  the 
country  gentlemen  in  the  way  which  an 
bon.  member  had  done,  he  would  say,  that 
it  was  the  pride  and  honour  of  this  nation^ 
that  we  had  that  race  of  men  in  the  coun- 
try who  fertilised  the  districts  around  them 
more  than  any  other  country  in  Europe. 
The  manufacturing  interests  ought,  no 
doubt,  to  be  protected ;  and  he  was  per- 
suaded, that  he,  who  had  sprung  from  a 
commercial  slock,  and  had  so  long  repre- 
sented a  district  where  manufactures 
flourished  to  a  great  extent,  would  never 
be  suspected  of  undervaluing  commerce. 
But  he  wished  it  to  be  remembered,  that 
no  lesl  than  onejiundred  and  fifty  articles 
were  prohibited,  for  the  purpose  of  favour- 
ing our  own  manufactures.  The  whole 
would  be  injured  in  the  end,  and  none 
more  than  the  manufacturer.  The  agri- 
culturist most  be  paid' somehow  or  other; 
but  people  would  give  op  some  things, 
especially  articles  of  luxury,  for  necessary 
food.  Notwithstanding,  therefore,  all 
that  had  been  said  on  behalf  of  the  manu- 
facturing interests,  the  House  should  con- 
sider the  situation  of  the  peasantry,  who 
could  not  attend  to  plead  their  own  cause ; 
they  should  consider  them  as  calling  on 
the  Parliament  with  ten  thousand  toneues, 
to  protect  them  and  their  families.  With  ' 
respect  to  the  restricting  price,  he  had  not 
heard  one  single  argument  to  shew,  that 
because  the  sum  was  fixed  at  80^,  the 
price  of  corn  must  necessarily  be  raised  to 
that  extent*  But  that  price  would  afford 
a  sufficient  inducement  to  the  agriculturist 
to  improve  his  lands,  because  he  knew  that 
his  expenses  would  be  repaid  by  it.  He 
should  have  thooghtf  however^  that  16$, 
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were  a  sufficient  price ;  but  he  saw  most 
distinctly,  that  it  would  be  better  to  go 
beyond  whkt  the  consumers  thought  neces- 
sary, in  order  to  protect  the  growers.  He 
said,  therefore,  it  would  be  with  consider- 
able apprehension  he  should  stop  at  76jl.  if 
those  persons  more  conversant  with  the 
subject  than  he  was  should  persist  in  pre- 
ferring 80f. ;  though  if  we  were  guided 
by  his  own  opinion,  be  should  deem  76s. 
sufficient.  If.  however,  the  lower  price 
was  likely  to  diminish  the  cultivation  of 
land,  he  thought  it  might,  produce  an 
injury  to  the  country  that  it  would  be 
terrible  to  contemplate.  On  this  head, 
one  side  was  as  much  concerned  as  the 
other,-~the  consumer  as  ihuch  as  the 
grower  ;  and  if  the  alteration  of  one-fifth 
might  tend,  as  had  been  represented*  to 
introduce  a  scarcity  of  corn,  it  should  at  all 
events  be  avoided.  Having,  therefore, 
come  to  this  conclusion,  he  felt  it  his 
urgent,  though  painful  duty,  under  the 
present  peculiar  circumstances,  to  vote  in 
favour  of  the  measure.  If  he  was  in  error 
upon  the  subject,  bis  error  was  at  least  an 
honest  one.  for  he  had  used  every  faculty 
be  possessed  thoroughly  to  understand  it : 
and  he  was  convinced  that  by  passing  the 
present  Bill  they  would  preserve  from  tha 
greatest  degree  of  danger  and  ruin  even 
those  very  persons  who  imagined  they 
saw  nothing  but  ruin  and  distress  in  it. 

Lord  Barnard  thought  a  protecting 
price  should  given  to  the  grower,  and 
therefore  heartily  concurred  in  the  present 
measure. 

Mr.  Sn^ih  (of  Cambridge)  contended, 
that  the  agricultural  interest  ought  not  to 
be  denied  that  artificial  protection  which 
parliament  had  given  to  every  other  inte- 
rest in  the  country.  He  would  have  pre- 
ferred the  price  being  fixed  at  76$.  instead 
of  805. ;  but  now  that  the  question  was. 
whether  80s.  should  be  preferred  to  63#. 
he  felt  it  is  duty  to  vote  for  80«.  by  sop« 
porting  the  Bill. 

Sir  Henry  Pamell  corrected  a  misrepre- 
sentation which  had  been,  very  preyalent 
with  regard  to  the  measure  which  he  bad 
proposed  upon  this  subject  about  two  years 
ago.  and  insisted  that  that  measure  would 
have  been  by  no  means  so  operative  as  the 
present,  as  his  measure  would  haje  only 
added  \5s,  per  quarter  to  the  existing  im* 
port  price.  This  allegation  the  bon. 
baronet  sustained  by  describing  the  nature 
of  his  plan,  the  rejection  of  which  he  the 
more  deplored,  because  if  it  had  been 
adopted    the    distress   since     pretailing 
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imong  the  agricultural  interests  would 
have  been  prerented,  and  most  probably 
no  toinults  whatever  Would  baTe  occurred. 
The  hon,  baronet  observed,  that  as  to  per- 
sonal interest  be  could  have  none  what- 
ever upon  this  subject  with  any  view  to 
rent,  all  bis  property  being  let  oat  upon 
lort^g  leases.  He  contended,  that  the  Lord 
Mayor  was  Wrong  in  asserting,  that  bread 
would  rise  to  Ifid,  if  tb^  present  measure 
was  adopted.  The  very  week  after  he  bad 
tttade  that  assertion,  be  had  been  obliged 
to  declare,  according  to  the  regular  re* 
turns,  that  bread  should  be  reduced  one 
penny  in  the  peek  loaf,  aUbough  the  mea- 
•o^e  was  then  finder  discussion  in  the 
House.  This  showed,  that  the  assertion 
irtL9  unfounded. 

Mr.  Gore  Jjangion  conceived  no  prin- 
ciple more  sound  than  this,  that  the  Legis* 
lature  should  not  unnecessarily  interpose 
ppon  any  occasion,  and  therefore  thinking 
the  present  measure  quite  unnecessary, 
be  felt  it  bis  duty  to  oppose  it.  But,  in* 
dependently  of  this  consideration,  the 
public  opinion  was  so  decidedly  expressed 
against  it,  that  he  should  consider  himself 
guilty  of  a  serious  dereliction  of  duty,  and 
vnworthy  of  being  the  representative  of 
the  county  erf  Somerset,  if  he  did  not  enter 
bis  protest  against  this  most  iniquitous  and 
abominable  measure. 

Mr.  C.  Qrani  thought,  that  the  measure 
was  far  from  unnecessary*  Those  who  de* 
fiied  that  it  would  lower  the  price  of  bread, 
pnly  paid  attention  to  its  immediate  and 
instantaneous,  and  not  its  future  eflect. 
A  precarK)U8  market  was  always  a  dear 
<nie,  whilst  a  secure  market  would  always 
be  a  cheap  one.  The  effect  of  the  measure 
Ifould  be  to  maintain  a  medium  price, 
and  in  a  short  time  would  probably  keep 
that  price  even  beldw  the  medium.  The 
reason  that  so  many  petitions  bad  been 
presented  against  the  Bill,  was  that  mano* 
facturers  lived  collected  in  towns,  whilst 
agriculturists  were  scattered  over  the  coun- 
try, and  bad  not  so  many  opportunitlefs  of 
assembling.  If  the  Bill  should  not  pan, 
agriculture  would  decline,  and  not  only 
those  lands  little  apt  to  produce  corn 
wouM  be  thrown  out  of  cohivation,  but  a 
proper  degree  of  expense  and  skill  could 
not  be  bestowed  on  those  of  a  more 
^vourable  kind. 

Mr.  Marryaii  did  not  intend  to  have 
imce  more  introduced  himself  on  the 
House,  had  it  not  been  for  the  appeal  of 
of  the  noble  lord  who  associated  the  op» 
posers  of  the  Bill  with  the  recent  dis- 
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gracefbl  proceedings.  *[A  gimaral  cry  ef 
No,  no !  ]  He  was  glad  to  bsar  thi^  denied. 
If  any  of  the  opponents  of  the  measure 
had  any  part  in  thu  outrages  whficb  had 
taken  p^ce,  they  had  adopted  the  most 
effectual  mode  of  injuring  tbe  cause :  ev 
he  rather  thought,  had  made  it  a  pretence 
to  obtain  other  objects.  He  remembered  a 
time,  when  the  cry  of  *  No  Popery'  was 
raised,  as  at  present  that  of  '  No  Com 
Bill!'  and  he  recolkcted  a  street,  in 
which  the  mob  exclaiesed^ '  Throw  ua  out 
so  many  guineas,  and  we  will  ne%  smash 
your  windows.'  He  thougbi  the  same 
motives  actuated  the  present  rabble.  He 
did  not  oppo!»e  the  principle  of  the  mea- 
sure, but  the  price,  which  he  thought  wta 
fixed  so  high,  as  to  press  heavy  on  the 
community. 

Mr.  Gooch  said,  that  aUbough  be  op- 
posed the  proposition  upon  this  subject  in 
181S,  because  be  thougbft  it  unnecessary 
from  the  very  bigb  price  of  wheat,  he 
should  support  the  present  meanare  be« 
cause  the  price  of  wheat  was  so  very  low, 
and  the  consequent  distress  of  the  farmers 
so  very  severe. 

Mr.  Round  was  anxious  to  treat  thpe 
representations  of  the  people,  as  conveyed 
through  constitutional  channels  to  thai 
House,  with  all  possible  tenderness  awd 
.respect,  yet  could  not  prevail  upon  hiai- 
self  to  surrender  to  temporary  feelmg^  the 
fixed  and  deliberate  conviction  of  his  own 
judgment  upon  a  question  of  great  Bsaienal 
import.  He  shortly  advocated  tiifc  prin- 
ciple of  the  Bill,  as  calculated  to  give 
effectual  protection  to  the  tnterests  of 
British  agriculture ;  with  confidence  af* 
forded  to  the  grower  of  grain,  a  moat 
important  object  of  sound  policy  would  be 
obtained.  The  rendering  this  country  rt^ 
dependent  of  foreigners  in  so  material  an 
article  of  its  subsistence  as)  bread  corn,  a 
plentiful  supply  would  be  tosured  from 
our  own  resources,  and  cheapness  must 
follow  a  plentiful  supply.'  Such  being  hk 
cottscientfoos  view  of  the  subject,  and  con» 
ceiving  the  measure  (stript  of  the  mia* 
representation  ind  misconception  which 
had  gone  forth  respecting  it)  as  tending 
to  promote  the  real  and  permanent  Inte* 
rests  of  every  class  of  the  people ;  he 
trusted  the  Legislature  would  Continue  the 
calm  exercise  of  its  deliberaiite  functions, 
and  persevere  in  the  cause  it  deemed  to 
be  right,  for  the  benefit  of  the  community 
ftt  large. 

Sir  Gilberi  Heaikcote  said|  that  in  thia 
last  stage  of  thia  obooKlous  pill  ho  felt 
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himself  ioditpentdbly  calkd  upon  to  op-  r 
Bote  iu  He  bad  beard  no  new  argumeaie 
in  topport  of  it»  and  therefore  remained 
firmly  of  opinion,  that  if  the  House  pasted 
ihe  Bill  it  woald  poi  the  whole  kingdom 
into  a  sute  of  dreadful  fermeniL  [A  cry 
of  No,  sol  from  the  ministerial  benches.] 
Gentkmen  nsigfat  cry  *  No,  no  1'  bot  he  re« 
ferred  them  to  the  innumerable  petiiione 
from  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  signed 
every  where  by  the  moss  lespeclable 
classes  of  society^  as  well  as  by  the  man»* 
factusing,  labooringv  and  lower  orderv; 
and  he  would  ask  them  how  they  cooW 
fly  in  the  face  of  so  many  thousands  on 
thousands  who  fek  themselves  deeply  in- 
terested, without  supposing  they  moel 
create  a  very  great  sensation  i«r  the  whole 
country.  The  high  price  of  SOt.  had  been 
fixed  as  a  lair  remunerating  price,  b«c  he 
hsd  beard  no  other  authority  far  it  but  the 
opinions  of  surveyors,  who  had  been  proved 
to  be  interested.  [Here  ensued  much 
coughing  and  other  signs  of  impatience.] 
He  would  endeavour  to  discharge  his  doty 
as  a  representative  of  his  constituents  as 
well  as  he  could,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
disinclination  there  seemed  to  be  in  the 
House  to  give  him  a  fair  bearing,  he  was 
resolved  to  give  his  opinion*  As  an  inde* 
pendent  member  of  that  House  be  had  a 
right  to  do  so ;  no  such  interruptions  as 
those  which  had  been  ofiered  should  pre- 
vent him  from  doing  what  he  conceived 
to  be  his  doty ;  and  if  he  should  be  obliged 
to  retire  from  the  House,  he  would  take 
care  the  people  of  England  should  have 
his  sentimems  on  the  subject.  There  was 
no  question  that  was  more  universally  un* 
derstood  throughout  all  the  various  classes 
of  the  community  than  this  was ;  it  was 
obvious  to  the  most  common  imderstand- 
ing.  In  confirmation  of  this,  he  mentioned 
a  petition  which  he  had  within  the  last 
ten  days  received  from  several  of  hit  own 
tenants  who  rented  land  from  him  at  rents 
which  had  been  lately  raised ;  and  the  sole 
prayer  of  their  petition  was  that  they 
might  be  permitted  to  pay  their  old  renu. 
If  tbisVcre  acceded  to,  they  would  think 
they  were  snficrently  remunerated  for 
every  improvement  they  could  oMkeiD 
their  several  fisrms.  This  clearly  shewed 
that  they  did  not  see  this  measure  in  the 
same  point  of  view  that  many  members  of 
that  House  did.  He  warned  the  House 
that  it  was  putting  a  most  powerful  engine 
into  the  bands  of  the  reformiata,  who 
would  draw  lirom  k  this  incontrovertible 
f  oodnsionp  thai  t  Hooaa  of  ComoM 
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which  was  properly  constituted,  and  m 
fair  and  actual  representation  of  the  peo« 
pie,  would  not  dare  to  treat  their  constiif 
tuents  with  such  contempt.  He  was  htaa- 
self  an  avowed  reformisty  and  as  such^ 
might  not  perbapa  be  the  most  agveesMo 
companion  in  that  House ;  but  ho  wished 
to  do  his  duty,  even  in  giving  good  advice 
to  those  who  were  not  Ofer-desirous  lo 
hear  it  He  condemned  the  precipitatioa 
with  which  the  BiU  had  beei»  hurried 
through  the  House.  GentleuMn  had  said 
a  greas  deal  ahoni  popvlar  damonr  oat  of 
doors,  but  he  had  no  hesitation  in  ststing 
that  he  witnessed  aa  much  claaiour  withki 
that  House ;  and  if  it  were  intended  tboa  lo 
cry  down  and  diKoorage  every  member 
who  thought  proper  to  oppose  the  wtil  of 
the  minister  and  the  msgority,  that  Houae 
was  soon  likely  to  beeome  a  nereehamher 
fisr  registering  tlie  edicts  of  the  €rotm« 
The  hon.  Imronet  concluded  with  expresa* 
mg  bit  resolution,  should  the  Bill  pass 
ihatHoese,  notwithstanding  the  continuedl 
and  univemi  objections  of  the  people,  to 
use  every  eflbrt  in  his  power  to  have  peti» 
tions  presented  to  the  Prince.  Regent,  with 
a  view  to  prevent  its  final  enactment. 

Mr.  HaiAwson,  while  he  allowed  that 
great  attention  was  due  to  the  numerous 
petitioners  wbo  had  approached  the  Hoom 
on  this  nobject,  contended,  that  in  many 
instances  these  petitioners  had  been  mis- 
led by  statements  similar  lo  those  in 
which  the  chief  magistrate  of  the  city  of 
London  had  chosen  to  indulge.  He  main- 
tained that  unless  the  measure  were  adopt* 
ed,  the  people  of  this  country  would,  era 
long»  be  compelled  to  eat  foreign  bread, 
and  to  eat  it  at  a  dear  price.  Adverting  to 
the  argument  which  had  bet  n  deduced 
by  the  opponents  of  the  Bill  from  the 
fact,  tliat  during  the  late  war  every  eflR>rt 
to  prevent  naval  stores  from  reaching  thia 
country  had  proved  ineffectual,  he  asserted 
that  it  went  to  establisli  the  necessity  of 
the  present  measure,  for  that  the  price  of 
those  naval  stores  had  actually  been 
doubled.  He  trusted  that  the  £^d  senae 
e^  the  country  would  at  last  submit  cheer* 
MIy  to  a  measure  intended  to  conctliato 
all  conflicting  interests. 

Sir  IF.  Ouriis  maintained,  that  thi  citir 
sens  of  London  were  competent  to  form 
their  own  judgment  on  this  subject,  and 
were  not  likely  to  be  misled  by  the  state- 
ment of  any  indrvidoal.  The  Lord-  mayor 
might,  in  the  warmth  of  discussion,  have 
gone  somewhst  too  far  in  stating  that 
bi^ad  would  be  I6if*  when  com  was  80s^ 
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ft  quarter.  It  must  be  recollected,  how- 
ever, that  bread  Waft  now  near  a  shilling, 
when  the  quarter  of  wheat  was  little  more 
than  60f. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  hoped,  that  one  good  ef- 
fect these  discussions  would  produce, 
would  be  to  cause  the  method  of  taking 
the  assize  of  bread  in  London  to  be  very 
closely  considered.  He  did  not  object  to 
the  principle  of  the  measure,  but  to  the 
price  proposed,  of  which  neither  evidence 
nor  reasoning  had  shown  the  propriety. 
He  lamented  that  such  should  have  been 
the  rapidity  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
House,  that  many  of  the  petitions  intended 
to  be  presented  to  the  Commons,  would 
now  6nd  their  way  to  the  Peers. 

Mr.  Tiern^  complained,  that  Parliament 
were  hastening  to  a  decision  on  this  im- 
portant subject,  while  the  petitions  of  the 
|}eople  were  yet  pouring  in  upon  them. 
All  he  wished  was,  that  the  question  should 
be  more  fully  investigated,  and  for  that 
purpose  be  recommended  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  proposed  the  amendment,  to 
substitute  the  second  Monday  after  the 
Easter  recess,  as  the  time  of  reading  the 
Bill  a  third  tiiqe.  He  was  convinced  that 
the  House  were  by  no  means  in  posses* 
sion  of  sufficient  information  to  enable 
them  to  decide  correctly  on  a  subject  of 
such  difficulty,  and  at  the  same  time  of  such 
importance.  None  of  the  witnesses  who 
bad  been  examined  before  the  committee 
were  even  asked  what  they  conceived 
would  be  a  fair  protecting  price  in  time  of 
peace.  Surveyors  had  said,  that  for  six 
or  seven  years  past,  they  were  accus- 
tomed to  estimate  the  value  of  land  on  the 
supposition  that  corn  would  be  at  IO5.  a 
bushel.  This  period  was,  however,  a  time 
of  war,  and  the  supposition  of  that  price 
could  hardly  be  applied  to  a  state  of 
peace.  He  believed  that  the  great  farmers 
of  this  country,  and  a  great  part  of  the 
landed  proprietors,  by  no  meant  wished 
for  so  high  a  price  as  S0$.  As  to  Ireland, 
no  man  could  wish  more  sincerely  than  he 
did  for  its  agricultural  improvement.  He 
was  convinced  that  with  encouragement, 
it  was  capable  of  becoming  the  granary 
of  the  United  Kingdom.  The  Irish  farmers, 
however,  did  not  demand  80«.  as  a  pro- 
tecting price;  but  the  evidence  was,  that 
about  72  shillings  would  be  a  sufficient 
protection  fur  them.  If,  then,  they  only 
asked  12m,  why  should  .we  fix  60«.  ?  He 
had  jieard  no  one  reason  assigned  why  it 
should  be  at  that  price,  in  preference  to 
some  of  the  lower  prices  mentioned  by 
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other  gentlemen.  He  conceived  the  ne- 
cessity of  this  high  price  to  be  quite  un- 
supported by  evidence  or  reasoning. 

Mr.  Bathurst  rose  amidst  loud  cries  for 
the  question,  and  defended  the  Bill  at  con- 
siderable length. 

Mr.  Baring  opposed  it,  and  said  that  if 
the  measure  should  be  carried,  he  would 
propose  two  amendments ;  the  one  to 
render  it  liable  to  be  repealed  during  the 
present  session,  the  other  to  make  it  co- 
extensive with  the  Bank  Restriction  Act. 
He  recommended  the  hon.  mover  of  the 
amendment  to  adopt  the  suggestion  of  bit 
right  hon.  friend  near  him. 

Mr.  Protkeroe  however  declared,  that 
he  had  heard  nothing  to  induce  him  to 
relinquish  or  ajter  his  original  amendment. 
The  House  then  divided  : 
For  Mr.  Protheroe's  amendment  77 

Against  it 245 

Majority   168 
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After  the  Bill  had  been  read  a  third 
time^  Mr.  Portman  proposed  by  way  of 
rider,  the  substitution  of  76s,  os  the  pro- 
tecting price  instead  of  80f.  On  this  pro* 
position  another  division  took  place. 

For  Mr.  Portman's  amendment  75 

Against  it 215 

Majority  ....• -«— -lil 

Mr.  Baring  next  proceeded  to  make  bis 
two  motions ;  the  one  for  rendering  the 
Bill  liable  to  be  amended  or  repealed  dar- 
ing the  pesent  session,  was  agreed  to ; 
and  that  for  making  its  duration  co«exten- 
sive  with  that  of  the  Bank  Restriction  Act, 
was  negatived  without  a  division.  The 
Bill  was  then  passed,  and  at  two  in  the 
morning  the  House  adjourned. 


HOUSE   OF  LORDS. 

Monday,  March  15. 

State  op  the  Coen  Laws.]  The  Corn 
Bill  was  brought  up  from  the  Commons, 
read  a  first  time,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
After  which. 

Earl  Grey  rose  to  bring  forward  his  mo* 
tion  for  further  inquiry  into  the  subject  of 
the  Corn  laws;  a  motion  which,  from  an 
imperious  sense  of  duty  alone,  he  wis  in- 
duced to  submit  tq  their  lordships,  and,  to 
which,  from  the  great  importance  of  the 
subject,  he  conceived  that  he  had  a  strong 
claim  on  their  lordships  patience*  It  was 
not  his  intention  at  present  to  discuss  either 
the  general  principle  hdw  far  the  Legisla- 
ture ought  to  interfere  with  the  regulation 
of  the  commerce  in  grain,  or  even  to  enter 
into  any  of  the  details  of  the  measure  now 
before  the  House,  any  farther  than  to  shew 
the  imperfect  state  of  the  information  on 
which  their  lordships  were  proceeding  to 
decide  upon  this  occasion,  and  also  to  shew 
the  necessity  of  farther  inquiry  into  the 
subject.  For  the  second  reading  of  the  Bill 
now  before  the  House,  it  would  be  proper 
to  reserve  both  the  entering  into  the  gene- 
ral merits  of  the  Corn  laws,  and  the  parti- 
cular discussion  of  the  subject  of  that  Bill ; 
and  he  was  persuaded  that  the  Hou^ 
would  then  enter  into  that  discussion  with 
all  the  calmness  and  all  the  temper  which 
such  an  important  subject  certainly  re- 
quired. He  said  all  the  calmness  and  all 
the  temper  which  the  subject  required^ 
because  he  had  observed  that  in  the  dis- 
cussions which  had  already  taken  place  on 
this  subject  elsewhere,  these  qualities  had 
not  always  belonged  to  them  ;  and  he  was 
convinced  that  nothing  could  more  prevent 
the  decision  which  their  lordships  should 


think  proper  to  pronounce  from  being 
satisfactory  to  the  public,  than  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  being  treated  as  a  matter 
where  adverse  interests  existed,  and  that 
it  was  not  taken  -up  in  the  spirit  of  calm 
investigation,  l^or  in  no  decision  ought 
their  lordships  to  favour  the  interests  of 
one  class  more  than  another ;  but  they 
ought  to  take  a  general  and  enlarged  view 
of  the  interests  of  all,  and  the  welfare  and 
good  of  the  whole  community. 

It  had  been  truly  stated  by  the  noble 
earl  opposite,  the  last  night  on  which  they 
were  assembled,  that  unless  it  could  be 
shewn  that  the  measure  was  for  tlie  general 
good,  it  ought  not  to  be  enteruined ;  and 
be  had  thus  admitted,  that  if  he  could  not 
shew  that  it  waft  for  the  interest  of  the 
consumer  as  well  as  the  agriculturist,  he 
would  proceed  no  farther  with  it«  If  one 
interest,  however,  ought  more  to  be  at- 
tended to  than  another  in  that  House,  it 
was  that  of  the  most  laborious  class  of  the 
community — the  manufacturers :  be  trust- 
ed that  even  their  prejudices  would  ^e 
indulged  ;  and  he  was  convinced  that  the 
dedsion  of  their  lordships,  whatever  that 
decision  might  be,  would  give  satisfaction 
to  that  part  of  the  community,  as  that 
which  was  best  calculated  to  produce  the 
good  of  the  whole.  He  could  safely  say, 
that  in  order  that  this  character  should  be 
established  with  respect  to  the  present 
proceedings,  he  had  been  induced  to  sub- 
mit the  present  motion  to  the  attention  of 
their  lordships.  He  could  have  no  other 
motive  than  this.  On  this  question,  one 
of  the  most  important  which  was  ever 
argued  within  these  walls,  those  friends 
whom  he  valued  and  looked  up  to  for 
knowledge  and  instruction,  were  much 
divided  in  opinion.  With  respect  to  his 
own  particular  interests,  if  a  man  might 
speak  of  his  own  interests  in  a  question 
like  the  present,  they  were  entirely  those 
of  that  description  of  persons  by  whom 
the  present  Bi  11  was  supported.  He  could, 
therefore,  have  no  motive  but  the  obtain- 
ing satis^ctory  data  on  whicb  to  proceed 
•—excepting  the  elucidation  of  truth — ex- 
cepting the  attainment  of  those  clear 
results  which  could  alone  make  their  deci* 
sion  such  as  to -afford  satisfaction  to  their 
own  minds,  and  have  authority  over  the 
minds  of  the  public.  If  they  wished  their 
decision  to  be  respected— if  they  wished 
the  law,  (if  this  Bill  should  ever  pass  into  a 
law,)  to  be  cheerfully  obeyed,— the  true 
way  of  proceeding  ought  to  be  to  manifest 
an  anxious  desire  to  investigate  this  impor- 
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taut  question  in  all.  Hs  bearings,  before 
they  came  lo  that  decision. 

In  a  question  like  the  present,  on  which 
the  greatest  nomber  of  pKitions  had  been 
presented,  that  had  ever,  perhaps,  been 
known  in  the  history  of  parliament,  the 
petKtoners  untCornily  stating  that  the  mea* 
sure  would  have  the  effect  of  preventing  a 
cheap  supply  of  food  to  the  labouring 
classes,  it  was  their  duty  to  examine  into 
the  subject  with  the  utmost  diligence  and 
impartiality.  The  petitioners  might  pos- 
sibly be  labouring  under  a  mistake— their 
feelings  might  have  been  improperly  ex- 
cited, and  the  views  taken  by  them  might 
be  unfounded  ;  but  the  true  corrective  of 
this  evil  would  be  to  go  into  a  dispassionate 
inquiry  into  the  subject,  and  not  to  seem 
as  if  they  had  come  to  the  decision  of  the 
question  with  minds  already  made  op  and 
determined.  If  the  people  were  right  in 
their  views,  they  had  a  claim  on  their 
lordships  to  interfere  in  protecting  them 
from  the  injury  which  they  apprehended 
—if  they  were  wrongj  it  was  tkeir  lord- 
ships paramount  duty  to  endeavour  to  en- 
lighten their  judgments,  and  to  shew  at 
least  that  they  bad  themselves  examined 
the  subject*  Let  them  not  imagine  that 
the  discontent,  if  it  existed,  could  be  sup- 
pressed by  any  appearance  of  conduct 
indicating  that  they  proceeded  with  undue 
precipitation,  as  if  they  were  determined 
to  pass  a  measure  on  which  they  had  them- 
selves made  op  their  minds,  and  to  shut 
the  door  to  every  objection  and  every  call 
for  information.  This  course,  be  was  per- 
suaded, it  was  the  duty  of  their  lordships 
to  follow;  and  the  question,  therefore, 
this  night  was,  whetlier,  in  point  of  fact, 
there  existed  a  case  sufficient  to  make  the 
inquiry  which  he  called  for  necessary; 
whether,  in  the  discussions  both  in  that 
House  and  elsewbese,  in  debates  and 
pamphlets,  in  the  amplitode  of  docummts, 
in  the  voluminous  evidence  which  had 
been  adduced,  the  subject  was  not  yet 
aufficierttly  elucidated ;  and  whether  there 
fltill  remained  on  any  point  a  want  of  in- 
formation which  could  justly  be  required, 
and  which  ought  to  induce  their  lordships 
to  stay  their  opinion,  with  a  view  to  the 
farther  investigation  and  elucidation  of  the 
question. 

On  this  subject  he  had  little  more  to 
do,  than  to  refer  to  the  Report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  their  lordships;  for,  'With  a 
view  to  consistency,  their  lordships  were 
-bound  to  adopt  the  recommendation  with 
^bich  the  commiuee  concluded  that  Re- 
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port.  It  was  almost  unnecessary  for  b'lm 
to  stale,  that  last  year  a  committee  of  their 
locdshlps  was  appointed  to  invjs8ti|^te  the 
present  subject,  who  began  iO  sit  on  the 
idth  of  June,  and  continued  to  the  25tih  of 
July,  in  all  six  weeks,  when  they  made 
their  Report  to  the  House.  Knowing  the 
persons  who  composed  that  committeei 
he  was  persuaded  that  neither  pains  nor 
diligence  was  spared  by  them,  and  he 
knew  that  they  had  communicated  much 
valuable  information  to  the  House :  but  in 
producing  this  information  they  ihem* 
selves  were  aware  that  it  was  not  com- 
plete ;  and  it  was  incontestable  that  they 
not  only  admitted  that  farther  evidenoe 
was  necessary,  but  expressly  recommended 
to  the  House,  that  they  should  not  proceed 
to  legislate  on  a  subject  of  so  much  im- 
portance without  making  farther  inquiry, 
and  obtaining  that  knowledge  on  subjects 
on  which  they  were  defective.  The  He- 
port  of  the  committee  was  fresh  in  the  re- 
collection of  their  lordships,  but  be  was 
induced,  on  this  occasion,  to  quote  their 
expressions  :-x^'  Upon  these  principles 
yomr  committee  hme  proceeded  in  the 
investigaison  of  this  important  subject; 
and  though  conscious  that  their  labours 
have  not  been  productive  of  ail  the  infor- 
mation that  they  could  have  wished  to 
liave  laid  before  your  lordships,  yot  they 
are  not  without  hopes,  that  their  proceed- 
ings will,  at  least,  have  the  effect  of 
proving,  in  the  most  authentic  manner, 
their  anxious  desire  to  execute  fairly  and 
impartially  the  duties  confided  to  their 
charge :  being  persuaded  that  your  k>rd- 
ships  sole  object  in  this  inquiry,  and  in 
any  other  that  you  may  institute,  is  to 
obtain  such  a  body  of  information  as  to 
enable  you,  hereafter,  to  judge  of  the  re* 
eolations  which  it  may  be  proper  to  adopts 
tor  securing  to  the  public  an  adequate 
supply  of  grain  at  the  lowest  psice  tbat 
may  be  found  .consistent  with  the  ncces* 
aary  encouragement  of  its  growth.''  And 
the  committee  afterwards  added,  «'  At  the 
same  time  they  are  so  fully  impressed 
:With  the  necessity  ofproduoing  further 
evidence  upon  some  parts  of  the  qoestioa, 
in  order  to  render  the  investigatioo  com- 
plete, that  they  cannot  avoid  anticipating 
your  lordships  opinion  on  the  propriety 
of  resuming  the  inquiry  in  a  future  sesdon, 
and  before  any  alteration  takes  place  »q 
lews  affecting  the  interests  both  of  the 
growers  and  consumers  of  corn  in  this 
kingdom."  This  was,  in  July  1814,  the 
opinion   of    their    lordships   committee. 
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afiter  the  eoftcJasion  of  their  Uborloas  in- 
vestigation, who  thus  stated  their  convic- 
tion, that  before  their  lordships  proceeded 
to.  make  any  alteration,  they  would  call 
for  farther  evidence  by  an  inquiry,  con- 
duQted  in  some  way  or  other  before  their 
lordlhips  House.  Since  the  printing  of 
that  immense  body  of  evidence,  a  general 
discontent  had  spread  throughout  the 
country  \  the  petitioners  at  the  bar  stated, 
that  in  their  opinion  the  measure  proposed 
would  be  injurious  to  the  trading  and  ma« 
nufacturing  interests  of  the  country ;  and 
yet,  without  one  additional  tittle  of  evi* 
dence,  were  they  now  to  turn  round  on 
the  petitioners  and  say  to  them,  they  were 
determined  to  hear  nothing  farther  on  the 
subject.  *This  Report,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  committee  itself,  was  confessedly  in- 
complete. If  they  wished  to  allay  the 
discontents  of  the  country,  this  was  most 
assuredly  a  strange  mode  of  proceeding. 
But  he  knew  that  it  would  be  said  by 
the  noble  earl  opposite,  that  though  no 
farther  inquiry  had  taken  place,  certain 
facts  had  since  come  out,  so  obvious 
t>oth  in  their  causes  and  their  effect8,|^hat 
it  was  impossible  any  longer  to  doubt  of 
the  necessity  of  the  present  measure. 
Upon  the  particular  facts  on  which  this 
rested,  he  should  have  something  to  say 
when  they  came  to  a  farther  stage  of  the 
discussion;  but  from  what  he  had  been 
told  had  passed  before  it  was  in  his  power 
to  attend  his  doty  in  parliament,  he  un- 
derstood that  there  were  many  persons  of 
the  committee  who '  had  recommended 
further  inquiry,  who  now  were  of  opinion 
that  it  was  proper  to  desist  from  making 
fluch  inquiryt 

It  was  his  duty  now  to  state  the  parti- 
cular point  on  which  further  information 
was  required,  and  without  which  they 
would  be  proceeding  to  legislate  on  some 
most  important  points,  as  he  conceived, 
without  due  knowledge  of  the  subject.  It 
was  not,  in  his  opinion,  necessary  to  admit 
the  general  principle  of  the  propriety  of 
l^arliament  interfering  for  the  protection 
of  the  agriculture  of  the  country*  Making 
no  such  admission,  therefore,  but  for  the 
take  of  the  present  argument  supposing 
the  principle  established  that  such  inter- 
ference was  requisite,  the  question  then 
was,  in  what  manner  they  were  about  to 
interfere,  and  if  they  were  sufficiently  in- 
formed as  to  the  nature  and  probable  ef- 
fect of  the  regulations  which  they  were 
about  to  establish?  The  first  point  was, 
the  regulation  of  the  price  at  which  they 
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would  admit  the  importation  of  foreign 
corn.    This  was  fixed  in  the  Bill  brought 
up  that  day  at  809.     Now  with  respect  to 
this  most  material  point,  had  they,  he 
would  ask  themj  such  information  as  t6 
enable  them  to  say  what  price  ought  to 
be  fixed  ?  A  great  deal  of  evidence  had 
been  adduced  on  this  subject,  but  not  of  a 
satisfactory  nature,  often  resting  on  data^ 
which,  when  examined,  would  not  bear 
the  test,  the  same  Witness  often  affording 
the  best  means  for  refuting  his  own  su^^^ 
ment,  one  part  of  hit  testimony  being  at 
variance  with  anothef,  and  different  wit» 
nesses  having  delivered  the  most  different 
opinions.    Looking  at  these  opinions,  he 
was  altogether  at  a  losi  to  conceive  why 
SOff.  should  be  stated  as  the  proper  sun 
at  which  foreign  corn  might  be  imported*. 
Many  persons  had  been  examined  as  to 
the  price  at  which  the  grower  of  grain 
could  afford  to  sell  it  in  the  markets    One 
witness  stated  that  he  could  not  produce 
it  at  less  than  06«.;  another  had  stated 
I2()«.;  a  third  from  90f.  to  lOOf.;  Mr. 
Arthur  Young,  875.;  Mr.  Driver,  06i.; 
Mr.  Turnbuili  845. ;  and  Mr.  Brodie  and 
some  others,  from  84  to  90f.    A  great 
number  of   these  witnesses  were  much 
above  809. ;  and  why  80t.  should  be  pitched 
upon  he  certainly  could  not  conjecture* 
In  looking  at  the*  calculations  on  which 
many  of  those  opinions  were  founded,  it 
was  impossible  for  him  not  to  say  that 
they  appeared  to  him  to  be  conducted  on 
a  principle  which  stated  the  eitpenses  of 
the  agriculturist  much  higher  than  the/ 
ought  to  be,  and  there  was  therefore  no 
sufficient  groundwork  for  these  opinions. 
In  saying  this  he  did  not  wish  to  be  un- 
derstood al  imputing  any  improper  mo<« 
tives  to  the  gentlemen  who  gave  this  evi- 
dence.'  It  was  natural  for  men  in  their 
situation  to  act  as  they  had  done.    But 
this  he  would  state,  that  there  were  per-^ 
sons  of  no  less  authority  than  those  who 
had  been  examined  by  their  lordships^ 
committee,  who  had  given  an  opinion  di- 
rectly the  contrary— there  were  persona 
as  respectable  in  every  way,  who  had 
given  their  opinions  that  a  price  a  great 
way  below   this  was    sufficient    for  the 
farmer.     He   observed   his  noble  friend 
(the  earl  of  Lauderdale)  looking  as  if  he 
disputed  the  troth  of  this  assertion ;  he 
would  inform  him,  that  he  did  not  allude 
to  the  evidence  taken  before  the  committee 
of  their  lordships,  but  the  evidence  before 
the  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  j 
and  here  be  must  say,  that  notwithstand' 
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ing  the  obUgations  which  they  were  under 
to  the  diligence  and  ability  of  the  noble 
lords  by  whom  the  inquiry  was  conducted, 
It  was  impossible  not  to  perceive  that  the 
questions  and  examinations  had  often  been 
influenced  by  a  partial  view  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  that,  if  the  witnesses  had  been 
more  accurately  examined,  many  of  them 
who  appeared  at  first  view  favourable  to 
the  measure  would  in  reality  have  ap* 
peared  advene  to  it^  There  was  evidence 
before  the  House  of  Commons  supporting 
the  opinion  that  much  less  than  80f.  was 
sufficient. 

Mr.  Driver,  the  first  witness  examined 
by  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com* 
mons,  stated,  that  in  his  opinion  51,  per 
quarter  was  absolutely  necessary  to  pro- 
tect the  farmer  against  the  foreign  grower 
—that  there  should  be  an  absolute  prohi- 
bition of  importation  till  the  price  arrived 
at  90s.  and  that  from  OOf.  to  5L  there 
should  be  a  duty  on  a  decreasing  scale. 
Being,  however,  asked,  if  he  was  of  opi- 
nion that  if  1 8/.  or  20/.  a  load  could  be 
obtained  as  an  average  price,  the  im- 
provement of  the  agriculture  of  the  coun- 
try would  continue  progressively  to  in- 
crease,' he  answered  that  be  thought  it 
would  pretty  much  ;  that  would  not  alarm 
the  people — the  cultivation  Df  the  country 
would  continue,  if  not  increase.     Now 
here  he  would  only  remark,  that  wheat 
at  20/.  a  load  would  be  1 0f.  a  bushel,  and 
at  18/.  a  load  9s.  a  bushel,  which  was  ex- 
actly 72s.  the  quarter,  so  that,  even  at  72s. 
a  quarter,  one  of  thpse  persons  who  had 
stated  that  the  foreigner  ahould  be  ex- 
cluded till  the    price    reached  51,  still 
thought  that  the  English  farmer  could  be 
sufficiently  protected.     Another  witness, 
Mr.  Claridee,  who  stated  the  price  at  80$. 
being  asked  if,  in  his  opinion,  the  inferioV 
lands  in  Yorkshire,  and  other  counties  he 
bad  described,  would  be  thrown  out  of 
the  cultivation  of  wheat,  if  the  price  were 
to  be  8s.  a  bushel,  the  prices  of  sheep, 
wool,  and  other  produce,  excepting  wheat, 
remaining  nearlv  at  their  present  rate? 
answered,  that  he  thought,  under  those 
circumstances,  the  cultivation  of  wheat 
would  be  discontinued*    Being  afterwards 
asked,  would  those  lands  remunerate  the 
farmer,  if  the  price  of  barley  and  oats  were 
reduced  in  proportion  to  that  of  wheat  ? 
He  answered,  perhaps  they  might ;   be 
could  not  say  but  what  they  might.   Here, 
therefore,  was  evidence,  which  in  one  part 
of  it  certainly  bore  a  tery  different  con- 
f  traction  from  that  which  the  first  part  of 
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his  opinion  might  lead  -to.    Mr.  Crabtree 
stated  from  705.  to  I5s,  as  sufficient ;  Mr. 
Mant  and  another  gentleman  thought  75r. 
and  72«.  were  ample  protection.     With 
this  evidence,  that  75s,  or  72f.  would  be  a 
sufficient  protection,  he  would  ask  them 
on  what  ground  they  adopted  80s.  as  a 
protection  ?  Many  of  those  witnesses  who 
had  been  examined,  and  whose  evidence 
had  been  represented  as  favourable  to  the. 
Bill,  would,  if  further  examined,  afford  a 
Contradiction  of  this.     He  alluded  in  par^ 
ticular  to  one  gentleman,  Mr.  Wakefield, 
very  eminent  in  his  line,  who  had  great 
experience  and   great  knowledge,    both 
with  respect  to  this  country  and  to  Ire- 
land, and  who  had  been  represented  as 
stating  80j.  to  be  a  proper  protecting  price 
to  the  farmer.     He  believed  he  might  state 
from  authority^  that  Mr.  Wakefield's  opi* 
nion  was' against  the  present  measure.     If 
he  had  been  represented  as^tating  that 
80r.  was  a  fair  remunerating  price  to  the 
farmer,  and  if  he  was  a  man  conversant 
on  the  subject,  and  capable  of  giving  their 
lordships  much  useful  information,  and  the 
data  on  which  this  opinion,  unfavourable 
to  the  Bill,  was  founded,  th^ir  lordships 
would  surely  allow  him  to  be  further  exa- 
mined on  the  subject.     There  were  other 
persons  also,  though  he  had  not  authority 
to  name  them,  who  would  state  an  unfa- 
vourable opinion,  and  what  was  of  most 
importance  to  them,  the  grounds  on  which 
that  opinion  was  founded.    Among  those 
persons  whose  habits  made  them  conversant 
in  subjects  of  this  kind,  and  who  thought 
80s.  too  high,  and  that  72^.  was  a  suffi- 
cient protecting  price,  there  was  one  per- 
son, whom  he  could  not  with  propriety 
name  in  that  House,  or  allude  to  (sir  James 
Graham),  who  had  of  late  paid  particular 
attention  to  the  investigation  of  this  sub- 
ject, and  who  had  in  an  opinion   given 
somewhere  else  stated  himself  *in  favour 
of  the  lowest  of  these  sums.    This  person 
was  well  known  to  be  connected  with  some 
qf  the  greatest  land  estates  in  the  king- 
dom ;    and  he  had  declared  that  in  all  the 
communications  he  had  had  with  farmers 
and  surveyors  of  credit,  he  had   never 
heard  that  the  agriculturist  would  not  be 
sufficiently  protected  at  a  prohibitory  re- 
gulation of  72s.  If  they  had  this  high  autho* 
rity  against  the  price  of  805.,  was  not  this^ 
he  would  ask,  a  point  which  they  ought  to 
inquire  into,  and  ascertain,  before  they 
proceeded  to  legislate  on  so  important  a 
subject  ? 
Though  be  had  hitherto  only  stated  tha 
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argomeDt  as  applicable  to  England,  with 
retpeci  to  IrtUnd,  the  case  was  still 
stronger.  But  though  they  were  urged 
to.  this  measure  as  much  for  the  sake  of 
Ireland  as  of  England,  and  though  the 
greatest  number  of  petitions  praying  for 
some  relief  were  from  that  country,  yet 
he  would  say  that  there  was  not  one  tittle 
of  evidence  before  their  lordships  to  shew 
at  what  rate  grain  could  be  grown  and 
sold  by  the  Irish  agriculturist.  In  the 
House  of  Commons  some  evidence  had 
been  obtained  on  that  subject,  but  it  was 
contradictory.  Mr.  Wakefield  said  be 
thought  70ff.  sufficient :  another  gentle- 
man said  64f.  ^The  genera)  result,  how- 
ever, of  the  evidence  before  the  House  of 
Commons  respecting  Ireland  was,  that 
grain  could  be  grown  at  a  much  less  price 
in  that  country  than  in  England.  And  as 
far  as  his  information  went,  from  the  state 
of  labour  and  the  comparative  low  taxa- 
tion in  Iceland,  corn,  under  a  moderate  rent, 
could  be  grown  at  a  much  less  rate  than  any 
of  the  sums  which  had  been  stated.  Look- 
ing, therefore,  at  Ireland,  in  particular,  he 
would  say  that  there  was  no  evidence  that 
any  protection  was  required  for  that  coun- 
try ;  but  if  some  protection  was  necessary 
for  the  safety  of  the  English  farmer,  what 
would  be  the  effect  produced  by  this 
measure?  It  must  produce  one  of  two 
efiects.  By  lixing  the  protecting  price  at 
80«.  it  would  have  the  effect  of  keeping 
up  the  price  to  the  consumer  to  that  sum, 
and  would  thus  give  the  grower  a  greater 
remuneration  than  was  necessary,  and 
would  thus  keep  up  the  renu  of  the  land- 
holders of  Ireland  at  the  expense  of  the 
people  of  England  ;  or  it  would  have  this 
other  effect-i-as  grain  was  grown  in  Ire- 
land  much  cheaper  than  it  could  be  grown 
in  England,  they  would  be  enabling  the 
Irish  grower  to  undersell  the  English  farmer 
in  the  market  of  England^  which  would 
render  the  present  measure  an  insufficient 
protection  to  the  English  fanner.  Would 
any  man  say  that  any  of  these  effects 
were  of  so  unimportant  a  nature  that  it  was 
not  necessary  to  inquire  into  them  before 
coming  to  a  determination  ?    The  Irish 

grower  would  be  able  very  much  to  on- 
ersell  the  English  grower,  and  with  the 
number  of  Irish  absentee  landlords,  resi- 
dent in  England,  to  whom  remittances 
must  be  mad^,  and  with  the  interest  on 
their  public  debt  due  in  England,  the 
Irish  grower  would  be  under  the  inevitable 
necessity  of  bringing  his  corn  to  England, 
and  would  thus  undersell   the  English 


grower.  But,  then,  what  became  of  the 
protection  to  English  agriculture,  the  poor 
lands,  which  would  be  thrown  out  of  cul- 
tivation, and  the  numerous  other  mischiefs 
which  were  to  follow  the  want  of  this 
protection?  [Hear,  hear!]  This  effect 
would  be  infallibly  produced,  and  all  the 
advantages  which  they  promised  them- 
selves from  this  measure  would  be  de» 
feated,  unless  at  the  same  time  that  they 
protected  the  English  farmer  against  tha 
foreign  grower,  they  also  repealed  tha 
beneficial  law  of  1806,  by  which  corn  wu 
allowed  to  be  imported  from  Ireland  into 
this  country.  All  he  said  that  they  ought 
to  ascertain  was,  whether  these  efiects 
were  likely  to  follow  or  not.  They  ought 
to  inquire  whether  the  English  farmer 
should  be  supported  or  left  open  to  the 
competition  which  he  had  here  stated. 

He  conceived  that  he  had  already  made 
out  a  strong  case  for  this  inquiry,  by 
showing,  first,  that  there  was  no  satisfac* 
tory  evidence  that  86s.  was  required  for 
England  ;  in  the  next  place,  that  there 
was  no  evidence  to  show  that  this  sum  was 
requisite  for  Ireland,  but  that  on  the  con- 
trary there  .were  strong  reasons  for  pre- 
suming that  a  much  cheaper  price  would 
be  sufficient  for  that  country;  and,  lastly, 
that  England  and  Ireland  together  wera 
proceeding  to  enact  a  law  by  which  the 
English  farmer  would  be  exposed  to  those 
very  evils  which  it  was  the  intention  of 
this  measure  to  remove.  Before  they  could 
fix  the  price  at  80f.  it  was  necessary  not 
only  to  know  whether  this  sum  was  requi- 
site for  Ireland,  but  also  at  what  rate  cum 
could  be  imported  fi'om  foreign  countries. 
Here,  also,  the  information  of  which  the 
House  was  in  possession  was  defective. 
I  When  their  lordships  committee  were 
sitting,  the  only  importation  into  this 
country  came  from  the  Baltic;  and  the 
whole  tendency  of  the  evidence  before 
that  committee  was  to  shew  that  com 
could  not  be  imported  from  the  Baltic, 
without  a  loss,  under  73j.  One  person, 
Mr.  Solly,  stated,  that  it  could  not  be  im- 
ported much  under  80s.,  but  in  general  the 
witnesses  agreed  that  it  could  not  be  im- 
ported  under  75t.  If,  therefore,  the  evi- 
dence went  to  shew  that  75s.  or  72«.  was  a 
sufficient  protecting  price  to  the  English 
landholder,  as  far  as  the  foreign  importer 
was  concerned,  there  was  no  evidence  to 
shew  that  the  public  interest  could  be  in 
any  wise  affected.  But  it  was  now  found 
that  the  Baltic  was  not  the  only  pl^e 
from  which  corn  might  be  imported*    By 
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the  happy  termination  of  hostilities  wiih 
France^  which  fiituation  oP  things,  he 
trusted,  was  not  likely  to  be  endangered 
by  any  recent  events  in  that  country,-* 
and  he  hoped  that  it  al  least  would  not  be 
endangered  b)'  any  injudicious  interfe- 
rence on  the  part  of  this  country,  if  any 
straggle  should  take  place  in  Frances—the 
loarkets  of  Great  Britain,  were  at  length 
accessible  to  Holland,  the  Netherlands, 
and  France.  Whether  it  was  thought  that 
England  could  not  permanently  obtain 
any  supply  of  corn  from  these  countries, 
or  that  they  waited  for  further  information 
on  this  subject,  he  knew  not;  but  the  fact 
vvas,  that  with  regard  to  the  supplies  from 
these  countries,  they  bad  no  information 
whatever;  and  they  were  ignorant  both 
as  to  the  capacity  they  possessed  of  pro- 
ducing more  com  than  was  necessary  for 
their  man  conauoption,    and  as  to  the 

{irice  at  which  corn  could  be  imported 
rom  them  into  England,  He  knew  that 
be  should  be  told,  that  all  examination  on 
the  subject  was  unnecessary,  from  the 
Tiotoriety  of  the  fact,  that  importation  had 
taken  place  to  a  considerable  extent  from 
these  countries,  and  that  such  importation 
had  produced  a  great  efiect  on  the  home 
market — a  notoriety  which  precluded  the 
necessity  of  any  inquiry.  He  anticipated 
this  statement,  as  one  which  the  noble 
lord  opposite  was  likely  to  make.  But  to 
this  he  would  answer,  that  no  noble  lord 
ought,  from  the  importation  of  one  parti* 
colar  year,  to  conclude  that  the  same 
thing  would  happen  in  all  future  years. 
The  importation  of  that  year  might  be 
produced  by  a  thousand  temporary  cir- 
cumstances which  were  not  likely  to  con- 
tinoe.  In  fact,  they  had  some  sort  of 
evidence,  to  shew,  that  such  a  state  of 
things  as  did  exist  last  year  arose  from 
peculiar  circumstances,  which  could  not 
be  supposed  to  continue.  He  al  laded  to 
the  two  witnesses  called  on  this  point.^ 
Mr.  Samuel  Scott  and  Mr.  Barandon.  Mr. 
Scott  told  them,  that  in  the  present  rela- 
tive state  of  the  home  market  and  the 
continental  markets,  it  was  impossible  that 
any  considerable  importation  of  grain 
qould  take  place.  He  allowed  that  some 
wheat  had  arrived  that  year,  but  not  in 
considerable  quantity  ;  and  he  accounted 
for  tt  partly  from  disappointment  of  the 
holders  of  wheat  on  the  continent,  who 
bad  principally  intended  their  adventures 
for  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  markets, 
which  markets  bad  fallen  in  a  greater  pro* 
pof  tioa  than  the  markets  in  England,  and 
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partly  from  an  expectation  of  the  foreign 
merchants  that  an  advance  would  have 
taken  plage  in  Great  Britain.  Here,  then, 
there  was  evidence  that  the  importation 
arose  from  a  decrease  in  the  demand  in 
Spain  and  Portu«:ai,  since  the  cessation  of 
hostilities.  Mr.  John  Barandon  stated, 
that  the  importation  was  on  account*  of 
the  high  prices  expected  in  this  country, 
and  the  high  duty  which  they  thought 
would  be  imposed. 

The  noble  earl  proceeded  to  observe, 
that  upon  Uiis  point  there  was  no  satisfac* 
tory  information  as  to  the  price  at  which 
grain  could  be  imported,  and  that  there- 
fore  it   was   pi'CttliBriy   incumbei|t  upon 
the  House  to  call  for  inforniatioD  upon  this 
branch  of  the  subject  before  they  pro*- 
ceeded    to  .legislate.     He  was  aware  he 
should    be   toTd|  as   it  had  already  been 
said,  that  the  importation  of  grain  to  a 
considerable  extent  from  France,  together 
with  the  price,  was  a  matter  of  notoriety, 
btill,  however,  moch  information  upon  the 
subject  was  required,  particularly  if,  as 
there  was  reason  to  believe,  a  hrge  impor* 
tation  had  taken  pUce  upon  the  specula* 
tion  of  some  measure  regarding  the  Corn 
laws  passing  through  Parliament.     If  this 
were  the  casei  then  it  would  be  found  thai 
the  aVowed  or  intimated  intention  of  Par- 
liament had  been  the  cbitf  cause  of  the 
importation,  against  the  t^ifects  of  which  it 
wa^  the  object  of  diia  very  measure  to  seeic 
protection.    Upt»n  another  important  point 
aUo  they  were  greaily  in  want  of  infor- 
mation ;    he  alluded  to  the  eflecc  of  the 
present  mode  of  taking  the  averages.     It 
was  on  all  hands  admitted,  that  the  pre* 
sent  syMera  of  ^ascertaining  the  averages 
was  extremely  erroneous.     The  average 
was  struck  of  the  twelve  maritimf  districts  ; 
and   one  small   district  in  South  Wales, 
where  perhaps  not  more  than  100  quarters 
of  wheat  were  sold,  might  regulate  the 
average  of  the  vast  supply  for  the  con- 
sumption of  this  great  metropolis.     No  in- 
formation whatever  was  before  them  as  to 
the  efiect  which  this  mode  of  striking  the 
averages  would  have  upon  the  price  under 
the  present   Bill.     Were  they  sure  that 
they  were  really  legislating  for  a  prtce  of 
76#.  or  for  8()«.  ?  Thev  had  no  data  what- 
ever  before  them  to  lead  them  one  way  or 
the  other  to  any  certain  conclusion;  all 
was  doubt,  hesitation,  and  contradiction. 
It  had  been  said  that  the  effect  of  the  mea- 
sure would  be  to  raise  the  quartern  loaf  to 
U.  W.    This  bad  been  controverted;  and 
he  was  ready  to  admit,  that  supposing  tbn 
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actual  price  to  be  SOs.  the  quartern  loaf 
ought  not  to  be  nore  than  1«.  But  what 
wan  the  fact  ?  At  the  present  price  of  60$, 
the  quartern  loaf  was  Is.  and  therefore  at 
S0».  one  third  more,  the  price  of  the 
quartern  loaf  must  be  1«.  4d.  He  admitted 
that  this  arose  from  the  mode  of  setting 
the  assise  of  bread  ;  *bui  did  not  this  form 
an  ioiporlanl  subject  of  inquiry,  in  ordc/^ 
that  they  mi^ht  ascertain  the  details  of 
the  manufacture  of  flour,  and  the  manner 
of  setting  the  assize  ?  They  might  thus 
confer  an  important  benefit  upon  the  con* 
somers,  by  lowering  the  price  of  bread, 
which  wodd  tend  at  once  to  allay  the  po- 
pular fermentk  But  to  do  this  they  must 
institute  an  inquiry,  without  which  they 
could  not  legislate  with  any  advantage  or 
satisfaction.  Another  assertion  had  been 
made  and  denied,  that  the  import  price 
would  be  the  mmimum  price  in  the  market, 
and  that  wheat  would  never  be  sold  at  a 
leas  rate.  He  did  not  mean  to  assert  that 
such  must  necessarily  be  the  effect  of  the 
measure ;  but  the  House  had  no  informa* 
tion  to  enable  them  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject  with  any  certainty,  at  to  what 
would  be  the  iictual  effect  upon  the  price 
of  wheat.  He  bad  looked  into  the  tables, 
comparing  them  with  the  arerages  for 
several  years  back,  and  he  had  found  that 
the  market  price  of  wheat  bad  been  often 
below  the  import  price,  but  sometimes 
mu(  h  above  it,  and  that  there  was  fre- 
quently a  very  considerable  difference  be- 
tween the  average  price  and  the  real 
price.  Upon  these  points  the  House  was 
desiiiute  of  information,  and  this  formed 
an  essential  ground  for  going  into. the  in- 
quiry which  he  intended  to  propose.  They 
did  not  know  whether  the  import  price 
might  be  the  fiuiitmiMi  or  the  mmimum 
price  in  the  market,  or  what  eflect  the 
measure  would  have  on  the.  market  price. 
How,  then,  could  they  legislate  r 

There  was  still  another  point  applicable 
to  this  subject  of  the  greatest  importance, 
he  alluded  to  the  state  of  the  circulation. 
Would  it  be  contended  that  8af.  now, 
particularly  after  the  sanguine  prospect 
held  out  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer, of  the  resumption  of  cash-payments 
in  the  next  year,  was  the  same  as  809, 
would  be  when  a  regular  and  bealthy  cir- 
culation waa  restored  r  This,  then,  was  a 
point  on  whicli  the  House  required  infor- 
mation, and  without  which  they  could  not 
safely  proceed  to  legislate.  In  thus  de- 
tailing the  grounds  on  which  he  thought 
further   inquiry  necessary,  he  certainly 


did  not  mean  to  object  to  the  general 
principle  of"  extending  protection  to  agri* 
culture ;  that  was  equally  just  as  applied 
to  agriculture  as  to  the  woollen  trade,  the 
coal  trade,  and  other  branches  of  com* 
merce*  The  question  was,  what  protec- 
tion was  required  by  the  actual  circum- 
stances of  the  case  ?  He  was  aware  that 
agricultural  distress  existed  to  a  ^eat  ex- 
tent ;  he  knew  that  in  his  own  neighbour- 
hood it  existed  to  a  considerable  extent* 
The  pressure  on  the  farmer  of  course  ex- 
tended in  an  aggravated  degree  to  the 
labourer.  Still,  however,  it  should  be  re- 
collected what  the  price  of  wheat  was  for 
a  few  years  previous  to  1813,  and  even  in 
that  year,  although  a  year  of  great  plenty, 
the  price  of  wheat  wu  120f.  It  was  im- 
possible, therefore,  to  suppose  that  so 
much  distress  would  have  arisen  in  a  short 
time  from  a  fall  in  the  price  of  wK\^at,  un- 
less arising  frqro  that  general  derangement 
of  interests  which  resulted  from  the  effects 
of  a  long  and  expensive  war.  All  these 
therefore  formed  strong  and  essential 
grounds  for  inquiry,  in  order  that  they 
might  ascertain  with  correctness  what  they 
were  actually  doing,  and  what  was,  ia 
fact,  required  to  be  done.  All  partiea 
would  be  satisfied  if  a  case  was  properly 
made  out.  The  ports  were  now  shut 
against  importation,  and  would  remain  so 
for  three  months'  to  come ;  no  inconve- 
nience therefore  could  arise  from  delay. 
His  lordship  concluded  by  moving  **  to 
institute  a  further  inquiry  relative  to  the 
state  of  the  growth,  commerce,  and  con- 
sumption of  grain,  and  the  state  of  the 
laws  relating  thereto." 

The  Earl  of  Derbf  declared  his  convic- 
tion, that  the  petitions  of  his  fellow-sub- 
jects were  always  entitled  to  the  most 
serious  consideration.  This  opinion  he 
had  held  through  hfe,  and  he  was  the  less 
likely  to  abandon  it  on  such  an  occasion, 
when  the  table  was  crowded  with  them. 
He  had  presented  many  himself,  with  the 
prayers  of  which,  unfortunately,  he  could 
not  agree  ;  but  as  they  were  all  dictated 
by  the  most  honourable  and  conscientious 
motives,  they  should  be  attended  to.  He 
would  even  go  so  far  as  to  say,  that,  as 
long  as  there  was  a  single  man  in  the 
country  who  wished  to  petition.  Parlia- 
ment ought  to  pause.  He  therefore  re- 
commended to  their  lordships  to  agree  to 
the  motion.  It  was  impossible  for  them, 
even  if  they  could  pass  the  Bill  to-night 
and  obtain  the  Regent's  assent  to-morrow, 
to  preTent  the  discussions  which  they 
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might  be  anxious  to  avoid.  These  dis* 
cussions  would  arise  upon  motions  for  the 
repeal,  and  in^other  shapes  that  coold  not 
be  evaded.  He  agreed  most  cordially 
in  his  noble  friend's  motion ;  and  if  the 
discussion  on  the  Bill  itself  should  alter 
his  opinion,  no  false  shame  should  prevent 
him  from  retraOting  the  opinion  which  he 
DOW  held. 

The  Earl  of  Hardwicke  defended  the 
committee,  and  explained  its  proceedings. 
The  first  inquiry  in  which  it  was  occupied, 
was  to  ascertain  the  price  at  which  grain 
could  be  imported.  The  want  of  commu- 
nication with  the  continent  prevented  the 
evidence  from  being  so  perfect  on  that 
bead  as  could  be  wished.  With  respect  to 
the  commerce  of  corn  from  the  Baltic,  it 
was  complete  ;  but  there  was  a  deficiency 
in  the  intelligence  regarding  France,  Hol- 
land, and  the  Netherlands,  from  which 
such  an  immense  supply  had  recently 
taken  place.  There  was  another  head  of 
inquiry  relative  to  the  manufacture  of 
iflour  from  grain,  and  of  bread  front  flour. 
Th^  committee  had  a  difiicuUy  on  that 
subject ;  and  in  former  times  it  was  found 
impossible  to  combine  it  with  the  general 
subject.  His  lordship  then  entered  into  a 
detail  of  correspondence  between  the 
committee  and  several  petitioners;  from 
which  It  appeared,  that  the  committee  had 
taken  every  means  to  collect  evidence 
either  for  or  against  the  measure. 

Lord  St,  John  said,  that  if  the  present 
motion  had  been  made  at  a  former  period, 
he  would  have  agreed  to  it,  but  he  thought 
the  proposition  now  came  too  late. 

Viscount  Bulkeley  supported  the  motion, 
without  pledging  himself  as  to  his  future 
opinion. 

The  Earl  of  Limerick  observed,  that  the 
noble  mover  seemed  to  consider  Ireland 
as  if  it  was  a  foreign  country,  and  not  en- 
titled to  the  protection  of  the  British  Le- 
gislature. [His  lordship  was  proceeding 
to  observe  upon  what  h^  conceived  lord 
Grey  to  have  stated,  when  the  noble  earl 
rose  to  explain  as  to  the  hypothesis  he 
bad  put  with  respect  to  the  effect  of  the' 
measure.  The  £arl  of  Limerick  spoke  to 
order,  conceiving  the  noble  earl  was  re- 
plying. Earl  Grey  asain  rose  and  ex- 
plaint,  that  he  had  alluded  to  the  effect 
which  in  one  way  or  the  other,  with  re- 
gard to  Ireland  or  England,  either  giving 
the  Irish  farmer  an  undue  profit,  or  to  the 
Irish  landlord  a  greater  rent,  or  enabling 
the  Irish  grower  to  undersell  the  English 
farmer,  woich  the  measure  was  calculated 
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to  produce.]  The  earl  of  Limerick  thea 
proceeded,  and  observed,  that  of  the  six 
million  of  which  the  population  of  Ireland 
consisted,  four  million  were  engaged  in 
agriculture.  By  the  importations  from 
France,  this  numerous  class  of  persons 
were  greatly  distressed ;  was  it  not,  there- 
fore, an  object  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  give  protection  to  this  numerous  class 
of  persons,  which  could  only  be  effected 
by  the  present  Bill } 

Earl  Spencer  observed,  that  the  question 
was,whether  they  would  legislate  with  their 
eyes  open  or  their  eyes  shut  ?  His  noble 
friend  called  for  inquiry;  there  were  many 
most  essential  points  upon  which  they 
were  either  utterly  ignorant  or  deficiently 
informed;  surely, therefore,  they  were  pe- 
culiarly called  upon  to  agree  to  his  noble 
friend's  motion,  that  they  might  legislate 
with  due  information,  and  with  a  know- 
ledge of  all  the  bearings  of  the  subject. 

Viscount  Mountjoy  urged  the  interests 
of  Ireland  as  being  deeply  involved  in  the 
present  measure;  the  agriculture  there, 
from  which  this  country  derived  so  essen- 
tial a  supply,  standing  greatly  in  need  of 
protection.  Delay  would  be  to  their  in- 
terests highly  injurious,  as  there  were  m 
great  number  of  farmers  at  the  present 
moment  who  refrained  from  sowing  the 
ground  until  they  should  be,  secure  of 
protection  against  foreign  importation^ 
under  a  fair  protecting  price. 

Viscount  Sidmomh  conceived  the  motion 
to  found  itself  on  two  things— the  neces- 
sity of  having  more  information,  and 
respect « for  the  rank  and  number  of  the 
petitioners,  which*  was  supposed  to  be 
involved  in  the  delay  of  the  measure.  As 
to  information,  he  was  surprised  to  hear 
that  now  called  for.  There  was,  in  fact, 
no  one  subject  in  the  whole  range  of  poli- 
tical economy  on  which  our  information 
had  been  so  full,  nay  so  voluminous.  It 
had  been  the  sabjec't  of  twenty  years.  A 
great  nnmber  of  volumes,  and  some  of 
them  of  great  excellence,  had  been  writ- 
ten on  the  question.  In  1794,  the  subject 
had  been  discussed.  Again  in  1  tt04,  again 
in  1806,  it  had  come  under  revision:  two 
committees  of  the  House  of  Commons  had 
investigated  it;  it  was  now  examined  by 
a  committee  of  their  own.  There  was  no 
ground  for  the  idea  that  the  committee 
bad  proceeded  on  ex  parte  evidence. 
They  bad  examined  the  question  dili- 
gently in  its  various  bearings,  and  their 
opinion  was  pronounced  with  all  obvious 
impartiality.    As  to  the  motion  for  in- 
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qQiry,  why  did  the  House  hear  of  it  now  i 
for  the  6rst  time }  Daring  the  six  weeks 
that  passed  from  the  first  meeting  of  par* 
liament,  not  one  syllable  had  been  drop- 
ped  on  the  subject^  except  by  a  noble  lord 
(GrenTiile),  who  at  the  recess  had  men- 
tioned it  as  one  of  the  questions  neces- 
sary to  t)e  discussed.  On  the  first  day  of 
their  last  assemblings  a  noble  lord  ga?e 
notice  that  he  would  not  propose  the  fur- 
ther sitting  of  the  committee  ;  thus  giving 
room  for  noble  lords  to  declare  any  inten- 
tion they  might  have  of  following  up  the 
topic.  But  here  again,  not  one  syllable 
was  said  from  the  1 9th  of  February  to  the 
15th  of  March.  The  noble  chairman  as- 
signed his  reasons  why  further  information 
might  be  wanting.  That  referred  to 
France.  That  information  was  now,  how- 
ever, fully  given.  The  noble  lord  proceeded 
to  state,  that  were  the  motion  acceded  to, 
the  House  might  go  on  examining  wit- 
nesses till  the  dog-days,  and  after  all,  there 
would  be  no  end  to  the  inquiry.  The  House 
had  ample  grounds  to  legislate  upon  al- 
ready, and  thev  must  at  any  rate  exercise 
their  own  judgment  in  the  last  resort* 
The  noble  earl  had  suggested  the  possibi- 
lity of  the  Irish  underselling  the  £nglish 
farmer,  and  had  stated  this  as  a  fit  subject 
for  farther  inquiry :  but  was  the  House  pre- 
pared to  make  any  such  distinction?  As 
well  might  the  House  inquire  Into  the 
rates  at  which  farmers  in  various  parts  of 
England,  in  Devonshire,  Cornwall,  and 
Yorkshire,  could  raise  their  produce.  The 
question  was,  whether  we  were  not  rather 
to  protect  the  supply  from  Ireland,  than 
from  other  countries  which  could  either 
give  or  withhold  it,  as  it  pleased  their  re- 
specVive  governments.  No  man  enter- 
tained a  higher  respect  for  the  petitioners 
than  he  did :  he  wished  that  the  people  of 
this  country  should  always  think  and 
speak  freely  on  the  great  interests  of  the 
nation,  and  should  approach  both  Houses 
of  Parliament  with  their  sentiments.  At 
the  same  time  he  had  to  remark,  that 
▼ery  few  of  the  petitions  asked  for  delay ; 
they  neither  asked  for«  nor  offered  to  pre- 
sent further  evidence.  They  were  for  no 
change  in  the  Corn  laws.  To  please  them, 
the  Bill  now  in  its  progress  must  at  once 
be  stopped.  But  would  this  meet  the 
yiews  of  the  noble  mover,  or  of  their  lord- 
ships generally  ?  He  saw  ^reat  inconve- 
nience in  the  suspense,  anxiety,  and  irri- 
tation which  any  unnecessary  delay  would 
produce^  and  therefore  should  oppose  the 
motion. 
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Lord  King  contended,  that  the  petitions 
praying  for  no  alteration  in  the  Corn  laws, 
formed  no  objection  to  inquiry,  it  being 
for  the  House  to  legislate,  and  it  being  of 
course  its  duty,  before  legislating  upon  n 
subject,  to  obtain  the  best  information  re- 
specting it.  The  information  at  present 
before  them  was  altogether  insufficient; 
they  had  none  as  to  the  expense  of  grow- 
ing wheat  in  Ireland,  or  as  to  what  would  be, 
a  ^ir  protecting  price  for  the  Irish  farmer. 
They  had  no  satisfactory  information  upon 
many  other  important  points ;  and  be 
should,  therefore,  vote  fur  the  motion  of 
his  noble  friend. 

Lord  Mountjcy  contended,  that  any 
delay  in  the  measure  would  be  of  the 
greatest  injury  to  Ireland,  where  the 
farmers  would  abstain  from  sowing  wheat, 
till  they  knew  what  would  be  the  protec- 
tion they  were  to  expect.  His  lordship 
repeated  the  arguments  so  often  urged 
respecting  the  advantage  to  be  derived  by 
this  country  from  the  circulation  of  her 
manufactures  in  Ireland.  They  had  been 
told,  that  Ireland  was  a  log  round  the  neck 
of  England  ;  but  if  this  was  the  case,  what 
had  been  the  cause  of  it  ?  He  would  an* 
swer — the  want  of  capital ;  and  he  would 
add,  that  the  only  means  of  furnishing 
capital  to  that  country  was  to  encourage 
her  agriculture,  and  to  enable  her  to  bring 
her  corn  to  this  country.  By  this  means 
her  prosperity  would  be  insured,  and  in* 
stead  of  becoming  a  burthen  upon  Eng- 
land, she  would  become  one  of  her  chief 
supports*  With  these  sentiments,  he  felt 
it  his  duty  to  vote  in  favour  of  the  Bill, 
and  against  the  motion  of  the  noble  earl. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  con* 
scious  of  the  vital  importance  of  the  sub- 
ject now  before  the  House,  it  had  received 
from  him  the  most  anxious  consideration  ; 
and  the  result  was,  that  he  was  more  firmly 
fixed  than  ever  in  the  opinions  he  had 
originally  maintained.  He  admitted  ta 
his  noble  friend,  that  there  were  some 
points  on  which  sufficient  inquiry  had  not 
taken  place,  namelvi  on  the  mode  of  tak* 
ing  the  averages  of  corn,  and  regulating 
the  assize  of  bread.  These,  however, 
were  topics  by  no  means  essentially  con- 
nected with  the  Bill  before  the  House; 
and  he  must  say,  in  justice  to  the  noble 
earl  at  the  head  of  the  committee  last 
year,  that  he  never  saw  a  chairman  labour 
so  hard  as  he  did  to  get  evidence  of  all 
sorts*  For  himself,  he  only  viewed  the 
measure  as  a  protection  to  the  British 
farmer,  and  therefore  he  did  not  care 
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miidi  about  the  preciie  importation  price 
that  might  be  fixed.  In  this  ?ievr,  think* 
ing  that  the  price  oaght  not  .to  be  lower 
than  8(l9.«  he  would  have  been  prepared 
to  go  as  far  as  even  90  or  958.,  as  being 
calculated  more  efiectoally  to  secure  do** 
nestic  supply,  and  when  the  proper  time 
arrived  he  should  be  prepared  to  assign 
his  reasons  for  this  opinion.  In  the  mean 
time  he  should  advert  to  some  parts  of  the 
evidence  before  the  committee,  on  which 
his  noble  friend  (earl  Grey)  had  com- 
mented. It  was  true  that  Mr.  Mant,  one 
of  the  persons  examined,  had  given  it  as 
his  opinion  that  72i.  would  repay  the 
farmer ;  but  this  was  on  the  supposition 
of  the  removal  of  the  income  tax,  and  of 
the  wages  of  labour  being  lowered.  The 
former  of  these  conditions  had  indeed' 
taken  place  ;  but  were  the  petitioners,  he 
would  ask,  prepared  to  consent  to  the 
latter  ?  Would  they  not  find  it  better  to 
leave  bread  somewhat  dear,  with  good 
wages,  than  cheap  bread  and  no  wages  at 
all  ?  The  latter  of  these  alternatives,  he  was 
•orry  to  say,  was  the  situation  of  man}*  of 
thib  agricuitural  labourers  in  his  part  of 
the  .country,  where  bread  indeed  was 
cheap,  but,  from  the  want  of  employment, 
they  had  no  wages.  His  noble  friend 
had  called  upon  the  House  to  stop  legis- 
lating on  this  subject,  until  the  currency 
of  the  country  had  recovered  its  standard 
value.  This,  if  listened  to,  he  feared 
woald  entail  an  absolute  prohibition  on 
the  measure  for  years  to  come.  It  by  no 
means  followed,  that  if  80«.  was  fixed  as 
the  importation  price,  it  would  be  also  the 
minimum  price  of  corn.  This  was  contra- 
dicted by  the  whole  history  of  our  corn 
laws;  and  during  many  years  of  the  last 
century  the  average  price  had  been  only 
35s.,  while  if  the  importation  price  was 
likely  to  be  the  minimum  price,  it  should 
have  been  as  high  as  60«.  He  would  re- 
peat,«that  the  distress  among  the  agricul- 
tural faboorers  was  extreme ;  and  if  agri- 
culture was  not  protected,  they  would 
naturally  crowd  into  the  towns,  and  thus, 
by  competition,  lower  the  price  of  manu- 
facturing labour.  His  object  was  to  afford 
such  protection  to  home  supply  as  would, 
upon  an  average  of  years,  secure  abun- 
dance, for  the  suppfy  was  necessarily  re- 
gulated by  the  demand.  He  was  dis- 
posed to  speak  with  every  respect  of  the 
petitioners ;  but  on  questions  of  this  sort, 
he  had  seldom  witnessed  enlightened  pro- 
ceedings on  the  part  of  the  great  body  of 
the  merchants  and  manufacturers.    They 
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were  too  apt  to  consider  the  preaent  aloqe, 
without  looking  forward  to  futare  years. 
There  was  only  one  way  of  enlightening 
the  lower  orders  on  a  subject  of  this  kind^ 
and  that  was* by  making  them  experience 
the  beneficial  effects  of  the  law  which  the 
Legislature  should  enact.  It  was  a  fre« 
qu«*nt  argument  in  the  mouths  of  the  ma- 
nufacturers, that  if  we  imported  grain  to 
the  amount  of  a  million,  we  exported 
manufactures  to  a  similar  amount.  There 
never  was  a  more  unfounded  opinion  than 
this.  If  by  the  protection  of  agricultttre 
the  whole  of  this  corn  was  raised  bv  onr 
own  farmers,  would  not  this  be  preferable  to 
the  manufacturer  in  every  point  of  view  f 
It  was  impossible  to  enumerate  the  variety 
of  ways  in  which  the  prosperity  of  the 
agricultural  classes  created  .a  demand  for 
manufactures. 

Tne  Earl  of  Damky  expressed  his  high 
satisfaction  at  the  speech  of  his  noble 
friend  who  had  just  sat  down,  by  the 
strong  arguments  contained  in  which  he 
had  been  confirmed  in  opinions  which  he 
had  long  entertained*  At  the  same  time 
he  was  anxious  that  the  House  should 
proceed  with  every  possible  degree  of 
deliberation,  and  that  they  should  not 
move  a  step  with  the  Bill,  while  it  was 
possible  to  say  that  a  single  piece  of  evi- 
dence on  the  subject  was  wanting.  By 
this  course,  he  was  convinced  the  land*- 
owners  would  be  far  from  losers.  AU 
though  he  was  satisfied,  in  his  own 
mind,  that  the  restrictive  price  of  8O5. 
would  not  raise  the  quartern  loaf  above 
Is.,  yet  he  thought  that,  in  a  measure  on 
which  so  much  agitation  pervaded  the 
public  mind,  further  inquiry  ought  to 
take  place ;  and,  therefore,  he  should 
give  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  motion. 

Lord  GrenoUk,  in  a  luminous  and  ela- 
borate speech,  contended  that  the  only 
safe  line  of  conduct  for  the  House  to  adopt 
was  'to  abstain  from  all  legislative  inter- 
ference on  thei  subject.  If,  he  said,  a  just 
light  did  not  even  yet  pervade  the  coun- 
cils of  the  country  upon  it,  he  should  de- 
plore it  as  a  calamity.  He  conjured  the 
House  not  to  take  any  step  without  well 
understanding  their  ground.  The  facts 
before  them  were  sufficient  to  shew  the 
consequences  of  proceeding  upon  any 
mistaken  principle.  The  committee  had 
felt  that  the  House  would  not  discharge 
its  duty  unless  it  resumed  the  inquiry 
before  any  alteration  took  place  in  the 
laws.  He  was  of  the  same  opinion.  The 
first  object  of  the  inquiry  ought  to  be  inta 
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the  capftbility  of  the  country  to  supply 
the  full  quantity  required  for  its  subsist- 
ence.    The  number  of  acres  might  be 
extended  to  three  times,  or  even  thirty 
limes  as  many  as  were  now  sown  with 
corn*  if  sufficient  capital  could  be  em- 
ployed  in  their    cultivation.       But   the 
quantity  of  qapital  requisite  to  efiect  this 
object  was  a  material   consideration,  as 
well  as  to  ascertain  at  what  price  the  corn 
could  be  grown.     Respecting  the  neces- 
sity of  fixing  the  price  at  80i.,  the  evi- 
dence,  so  far  from   agreeing,  had   been 
completely  contradictory  ;  yet  the. House 
was  abo\it  to  legislate  on  a  subject  which 
was  to  be  permanent,  and  to  fix  a  price, 
calculated  at  a  time   when  money  was 
greatly  depreciated,  while  the  Chanoellor 
of  the  Exchequer  bad  declared  that  there 
was  a  prospect  of  the  currency  rising  to 
its  former  level  in  tjie  very  next  year. 
This  was  a  most  important  reason  for 
going  into  the  inquiry,  and  it  was  the 
only  way  in  which  the  House  could  dis- 
charge its  duty  to  the  country.     He  was 
unable  to  discover  what  other  effect  the 
measure  could  have  than  to  raise  the  price 
of  corn.     But  another  question  was,  what 
effect  it  would  have  on  the  wages  of  the 
labourer  ?    The  House  should  proceed  to 
inquire  what  would  be  the  eflect  of  an 
increase  of  the  price  of  labour  ?     If  the 
price  of  bread  increased^  and  the  price 
of  labour  did   not   increase,   what   then 
would  be  the  condition  of  the  labourer  ? 
The  wisest  thing,  in  his  opioion«  woald  be 
to  abstain  from  legislating  at  all.     He 
would  never  assent  to  any  doctrine  which 
separated    the    manufacturing    from  the 
agricultural  interests ;  and  if  there  was  any 
one  interest  thai  could  be  more  injured 
by  the  measure  than  another,  he  would 
say  that  this  was  the  body  of  landholders, 
on  whom  it  would  entail  the  greatest  mis- 
chief.    It  was,  therefore,  a  matter  that 
ought  to  be  looked  at  and  sifted  to  the 
very  bottom.    He  would  wish  to  propose 
an  inquiry  into  the  causes  which  have 
kept  corn  at  the  high  prices  at  which  it  so 
long  had  been ;  and  if  it  should  appear 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  importing  corn 
at  any  period  from  abroad,  on  what  prin« 
f  iple  could  it  be  argued  that  this  high 
price  w  uM  not  continue  when  im porta* 
lion  wus  prohibited  ?     Importation  ought, 
on  the  other  hand,  to  be  entirely  free  from 
Ireland  ;    if  not,  where  was  the  justice  of 
the  Union  ?    Nothing  could  be  more  just 
or  important  than  the  knitting  together 
the  interests  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland. 
(  VOL.  XXX. ) 
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Yet,  when  all  the  ports  of  the  world  were 
to  be  shut  against  the  British  consumer, 
except  Ireland*  it  then  became  the  House 
to  consider  that  they  had  a  duty  to  per* 
form  as  British  subjectt.     He  objected  to 
the  very  imperfect  and  inaccurate  state- 
ments of  the  averages  on  which  it  must 
be  utterly  unsafe  to  found  a  permanent 
measure,   and   insisted    that  the    market 
price  bore  no  regular  proportion  to  the 
standard  price.    That  the  Bill  was  meant 
to  have  the  effect  of  raising  the  price  of 
corn  was  plain,  else  why  uniformly  put 
this  question— to  what  price  must  corn 
rise  to  give  it  protection  ?     That  it  mus^ 
also  have  the  effect  of  keeping  out  of  this 
country  the  foreign  corn  which  formerly 
came  into  it,  till  it  reached  80f.  was  equally 
clear.   He  should  ask  a  question,  which  he 
was  surprised  had  not  been  put  in  this 
report.    What  had  been  the  cause  of  the 
exceeding  high  price  of  grain  for  many 
years  past?    And  if  that  question  was  an* 
swered — the  difficulty  of  getting  corn  front 
abroad — which  he  was  sure  it  would  be^ 
that  should  certainly  deter  the  House  from 
proceeding  farther.    With  regard  to  fo« 
reign  supply,  he  much  doubted  whether; 
under  any  circumstances,  France  could 
no)v  supply  this  country  with  any  const* 
derable  quantity  of  corn*  so  long  as  that 
law  continued  in  force  which  prohibited 
the  exportation  of  corn  from  that  country 
when  it  was  at  49f.  the  quarter.    Upon  the 
general  question  o/  dependence,  the  pre* 
sent  was  not  the  time  for  entering ;    bat 
when  that  time  did  arrive,  be  should  be 
prepared  to  maintain  the  opinion,  that  a; 
more  pernicious    maxim    than  the  vaiit 
imagination  that  a  commercial  country 
could  keep  itself  wholly  independent  of 
foreign  supply,^n  other  words,  that  we 
should  cut  ourselves  off  from  commercial 
intercourse  with  Europe  to  a  certain  ext 
tent,«^never  entered  into  the  policy  of  any 
state.    There  was  another  subject  which 
had  been  altogether  omitted  in  every  dis- 
cussion of  the  present  measure,  both  in 
another  place,  and  in  the  opening  speech 
of  his  noble  friend  :  be  alluded  to  the  dis* 
tillaries.     Had  they  no  connexion  with  the 
proposed  measure  f  and  how  would  its  ope« 
ration  a£Eict  therevenue^by  increasing  thci 
price  of  the  raw  material?    Not  a  word 
had  been  said  opon  that  subject,  and  yet 
their  lordships  would  be  surprised  to  hear 
the  amount  of  revenue  which  irai  ptit  to 
hazard  by  legislating  on  it.    He  implored 
their  lordships  from  every  consideratioiiy 
in  justice  to  themsolTea,  in  justice  lo  their 
(L) 
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cotintfy,  not  to  precipitate  a  question  af« 
fecting  the  vital  interests  of  the  whole^r 
nation,  whether  agricultural,  manufactur- 
ings or  commercial. .  As  yet  they  had  the 
evidence  only  on  one  side,  and  they  had 
no  evidence  to  prove  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  the  measure  upon  the  manufac- 
taring  dasses  of  the  community.  For 
himself  be  had  no  possible  motive  that 
could  bias  him  in  the  judgment  he  had 
formed.  If  he  bad  interests,  they  were  in- 
terwoven with  those  of  the  agriculturists 
of  the  country  ;  if  he  bad  connexions  that 
might  influence  him,  they  were  to  be 
found  among  the  landed  proprietors ;  nay, 
if  he  looked  higher,  and  bad  any  public 
prejudices,  be  did  not  blush  to  say  that 
they  also  pointed  the  same  way,  for  to  the 
latidejd  interest  this  country  owed  its  pre- 
sent greatness  among  the  nations  of  the 
world.  -Yet,  with  all  those  feelings  about 
him,  he  most  solemnly  pronounced  it  as 
his  opinion,  that  the  intended  measure 
would  be  an  impolitic  one ;  and  he  there- 
fore again  entreated  their  lordships  to 
pause,  to  inquire,  to  reflect,  if  they  hoped 
to  discharge  their  duty  to  themselves,  and 
to  their  country. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  what- 
ever differences  might  subsist  between 
himself  and  the  noble  baron  who  had  just 
sat  down,  he  would  frankly  confess  that 
he  had  never  heard  a  question  discussed 
with,  more  candour  and  fairness  than  the 
present  had  been,  not  'Only  by  that  noble 
baron,  but  also  by  the  noble  .earl  who 
opened  the  question.  The  question  they 
had  to  determine  was,  whether  they  had 
or  ,had  not  a  sufficient  body  of  evidence 
before  them  to  entertain  the  Bill  that  bad 
been  brought  up  that  day  from  the  House 
of  Common? ;  and  he  should  proceed  very 
briefly  to  state  his  reasons  for  thinking  that 
they  had  enough.  Were  the  measure  one 
which  stood  upon  the  narrow  ground  of 
aflbrding  relief  to  a  particular  class  of  the 
community,  he  would  not  support  it ;  not 
from  any  want  of  feeling  towards  the  suf- 
ferings of  any  separate  body  of  men,  nor 
from  any  indisposition  to  alleviate  those 
sufferings,  but  because,  from  long  expe- 

f»erience,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion 
hat  you  caimot  relieve  one  class  of  people 
without  injuring  some  other  class  more  or 
less.  Upon  that  subject  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  mistaken  legislation  in  our  statute 
books ;  but  with  regard  to  the  present 
measure,  it  was  so  far.  from  being  one 
which  looked  only  to  the  relief  of  a  parti- 
cular c1ass«  that  it  embraced  the  interests 
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of  all,  and  of  the  poor  above  all.    What 
had  been  the  course  of  the  question  now 
before  them  }    It  had  occupied  the  atten- 
tion of  Parliament  for  three  years;    and 
during  the  last  session  the  subject  was  re- 
newed ;  but  nothing  was  done  respecting 
it,  except  a  partial  act  of  legislation,  be« 
cause  it  was  thought  necessary  that  more 
inquiry  should   be   instituted,  and  more 
information  obtained.    That  inquiry  had 
been  gone  into,  and  the  result  of  it  was 
the  mass  of  evidence  now  upon  the  tables 
of  both  Houses  of  Parliament.     One  thing 
was  roost  certain,  that  whatever  it  rnigh^ 
be  thought  necessary   to  do,  should   be 
done  without  delay.     If  they  meant   to 
legislate,  they  should  legislate  at  once ;  but 
their  pace  ought  neither  to  be  quickened 
nor  retarded  by  the  clamour  out  of  door«. 
The  injury  which  the  country  was  sustain- 
ing from  indecision  and   procrastination 
was  great.    Many  estates  could  not  be 
sold,  many  farms  could  not  be  let,  and 
many  landlords  who  were  disposed    to 
lower  their  rents,  could  not  do  so,  till  ii 
was  known  decisively  what  course  Pariiii- 
ment  intended  to  pursue.     Neither  land 
nor  labour  could  stand  upon  its  true  foot- 
ing in  the  present  uncertainty  of  this  mea- 
sure. The  next  question  was,  whether  the 
noble  earl  had  laid  any  suiBcient  ground 
for  inducing  the  House  to  demand  further 
inqiiiry  ;  and  afler  the  most  attentive  con- 
sideration which  he  had  been  able  to  give 
to  the  speech  of  that  noble  earl,  he  was 
decidedly  of  opinion  that  no  such  ground 
had  been  shewn.     One  of  the  arguments 
urged  by  the  noble  earl,  was  the  contra- 
dictory evidence  which  had  been  given  : 
but  surely  be  could  not  suppose  that  by 
continuing  the  inquiry  he  would  be  able  to 
get  rid  of  that  contradiction  in  the  tes- 
timony.    Such  contradiction  must  inevi- 
tably exist.     If  a  farmer  were  asked  at 
what  expense  he  could  cultivate  his  farm, 
his  replies  must  depend  upon  the  country 
in  which  it  might  be  situated,  the  nature 
of  the  soil,  and  whether  it  happened  to  be 
in  a  manufacturing  or  agricultural  dis* 
'  trict.     Upon^  the  whole,  he  really  did  not 
see  how  further  inquiry  could  throw  new 
light  upon  the  subject.   Upon  the  question 
of  averages,  be  should  merely  say,  that 
those  averages  having  been  the  existing 
ones  for  the  last  twenty  years,  it  would  be 
more  expedient  to  legislate  upon   them 
than  to  proceed  to  make  any  alteration  in 
them.     He   had   been  at  great  pains  to 
examine  that  subject^  and  the  result  of  all 
his  investigations  was^  that  he  felt  fully 
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perinaded  they  were  not  liable  to  anv 
fraud  or  trick,  as  they  were  now  taken*  If 
they  altered  the  averages  at  the  same  time 
they  altered  the  price^^  they  would  not 
be  able  fairly  or  fully  to  judge  of  the 
effects  of  the  present  measure.  Another 
question  connected  with  the  Bill  was  the 
assise;  and  undoubtedly  as  long  as  the 
assize  continued  as  at  present,  the  people 
of  this  metropolis  would  eat  their  bread 
dearer  than  those  who  resided  in  parts 
which  were  beyond  the  operation  of  that 
regulation.  His  opinion  upon  the  subject 
was,  that  under  certain  modifications  it 
would  be  better  to  get  rid  of  the  assize 
altegether«  With  respect  to  the  petitions 
which  had  been  presented,  he  felt  moet 
tlioroughly  disposed  to  pay  every  respect 
to  them,  as  containing  the  wishes  of  a 
great  portion  of  the  people  of  this  country ; 
but  be  was  persuaded  that  accidental  cir- 
cumstances alone  had  .prevented  their 
lordships  table  from  being  loaded  with 
petitions  from  Ireland,  in  support  of  the 
measure;  and  he  mentioned  it  only  to 
impress  upon  their  attention,  that  they  had 
to  legislate  for  the  population  of  the  whole 
empire.  -  Itwasun:ioubtedly  a  question  of 
great  difficulty, and  one  which  had  created 
great  difference  of  opinion;  but  he  be- 
lieved, if  the  united  kingdoms  were  can- 
vassed throughout,  more  would  be  found 
favourable  than  adverse  to.  *t he  measure. 
It  was  the  duly  of  Parliament  to  legislate 
deliberately,  and,  having  formed  its  opi- 
Dion  to  proceed  with  that  measure  which 
it  might,  in  its  wisdom,  deem  most  expe- 
dient for  the  benefit  of  the  whole  empire. 
Their  lordships  divided  on  earl  Grey's 
motion. 

Contents  • 18 
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Earl  Spencer  was  obliged  to  leave  the 
House  before  the  division,  on  account  of 
indisposition.  The  duke  of  Somerset 
paired  off  with  lord  Caasi lis. 
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Gbey's  Motion.]  The  following  Protest 
was  entered  upon  the  Journals  : 
"Dissentient, 
"  Because  inquiry  has  been  deemed 
necessary  to  afiurd  this  House  full  infor* 
mation  respecting  the  state  of  the  growth, 
the  commerce,  and  the  consumption  of 
grain,  and  ail  laws  relating  thereto,  pre- 
vious to  the  adoption  of  any  new  regula- 
tion on  these  subjects. 

*'  Because,  though  a  committee  has  been 
appointed  for  the  purpose  of  such  inquiries* 
and  has  produced  a  voluminous  Report^ 
containing  much  information  respecting- 
the  matters  referred  to  their  consideration, 
it  is  acknowledged  in  that  Report  that  the 
investigation  is  not  complete,  and  it  is  an- 
ticipated as  the  opinion  of  this  House,  that 
it  will  be  proper  to  resume  the  inquiry  be- 
fore any  alteration  takes  place  in  the  laws 
affecting  the  interests  both  of  the  growers 
and  consumers  of  corn* 

"  Because,  with  the  obvious  deficiency 
of  information  thus  acknowledged  in  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  ntsell',  and  with 
the  strong  doubts  which  so  many  persons 
entertain  as  to  the  propriety  of  .making' 
any  change  in  the  existing  laws,  we 
cannot  think  it  expedient  to  proceed  to 
legislate  upon  a  subject,  which,  of  all 
others,  requires  the  fullest  and  most  patient 
investigation,  and  in  which  the  ^mischief 
of  any  error  must  be  so  extensive  and  dan- 
gerous. 

(Sifftedj  Augustus  FasoERtcK. 

William  Frederick. 

Stanhope. 

Essex. 

King. 

ToRBINGTON» 

Grenville* 
Grey." 
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Monday,  March  13.  • 

Proceedings  upon  Complaint  that 
THE  Approaches  to  the  House  were 
occupied  by  a  Military  Force.]  The 
orders  of  the  day  being  read,  for  taking 
into  further  consideration  the  Minutes  of 
the  Proceedings  upon  the  matter  of  the 
Complaint  made  upon  Monday  l|»t,  that 
the  Approaches  to  the  House  were  occu* 
pied  by  a  Military  Force  ;  and  for  the 
attendance  of  the  High  Bailiff  of  West- 
minster, and  Magistrates, 

The  Chancelior  of  ike  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  object  of  the  House  in  uking  these 
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the  possibility  of  a  tumult/ and  of  the  pro- 
priety of  his  being  prepared  with  proper 
assistants  to  prevent  as  mach  as  possible 
its  pernicious  efiects.  Bat  what  was  his 
conduct?  Why,  be  issued  summonses  in 
the  usual  way  for  eighty  persons  to  attend, 
of  whom  about  forty  obeyed  his  suoimons, 
He  had  *qo  account  of  those  persons,  lu;w- 
ever,  and  seemed  to  have  adopted  oo 
niethod  with  regard  to  their  organisation, 
apd  not  one  of  the  witnesses  who  were 
examined  seemed  to  have  observe.d  the 
existence  of  any  outrage,  at  a  moment 
when  one  member  of  the  House  had  com- 
plained of  being  nearly  rode  ovfr  by  a 
troop  of  horse.  He  thought  the  apathy 
which  had  been  displayed  on  this  occasion 
should  form  a  subject  for  very  rigorous 
inquiry;  as  he  was  convinced,  if  the  con- 
stables,, of  whom  it  appeared  not  le93  than 
150  were  in  attendance,  had  been  properly 
mustered  and  judiciously  directed,  at  an 
early  hour  in  the  afternoon,  all  necessity 
for  the  interference  of  the  military  would 
have  been  obviated;  and  if  it  was  not 
probable,  it  was,  at  least,  possible,  that  ail 
the  disgraceful  scenes  which  had  taken 
place  would  have  been  prevented.  Uiider 
this  impression  he  could  not  concur  in  the 
vote  which  had  been  proposed  by  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  of  passing  overcon«* 
duct  lightly,  which  he  could  not  but  vfewr 
with  great  jealousy  in  persons  to  whom 
the  protection  of  the  House  ^as  entrusted. 
He  thought,  with  a  view  to  the  future,  that 
it  was  essential  something  like  the  disap* 
probation  of  the  House  towards  the  con- 
duct of  the  magistrates  should  be  mani- 
fested. 

Mr.  Baikurst  said,  the  House  woold  re* 
collect  that  it  was  understood,  on  the  night 
alluded  to,  that  information  should  *be 
given  to  the  magistrates  of  the  feelings 
which  the  House  entertained  of  their  con- 
duct. [Mr.  Whitbread  here  remarked, 
that  there  was  nothing  on  the  Journals  te 
this  effect.]  Mr.  Bathorst,  in  contintta<* 
tion,  observed,  that  Mr.  Morris,  the  high 
bailiff,  waa  in  fact  under  the  direction  of 
other  magistrates,  at  the  head  of  wthom 
was  sir  N.  Cooant,  who  at  the  time  the  out- 
rages were  taking  place,  was  acting  as  the 
chief,  from  whom  orders  were  received  ; 
but  from  the  immense  muliitode  which  had 
auembled,  he  believed  it  was  impossible 
to  have  avoided  calling  out  the  military. 
With  respect  to  the  assertion,  that  the 
calling  out  tbe  military  had  produced  the 
other  outrages  which  had  been  committed* 
he  believed  thisirOuld  not  for  a  i|iooieat 


miotttea  tato.dieir  consideration,  must  be 
to  aecure  on  the  part  of  the  Police  a' vigo- 
rous discharge  of  their  duty.  He  believed, 
since  last  Monday,  eyery  person  was  satis- 
tisfied  with  their  conduct.  Parliament 
had  never  held  their  sittings  in  greater 
security — had  never  been  less  in  danger 
of  interruption.  With  respect  to  what 
had  taken  place  on  the  day  he  had  named, 
he  thought  it  unnecessary,  to  say  any 
thing  now.  It  appeared  that  every  pre- 
caution  had  previously  been  t^ken  by 
the  Serretary  of  State  which  common 
prudenc^  could  dictate.  He  regretted 
that  it  had/ been  found  necessary  to  call 
out  the  military ;  but  the  propriety  of 
doing  this  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  he  believed,  would  not  be  questioned, 
and  he  thought  it  would  be  seen  that 
hardly  any  blame  attached  to  the  civil, 
power,  if«  fpr  once,it  had  not  been  able  to 
preserve  tbe  peace,  and  afford  full  pro- 
tection. If  on  this  subject  there  was  any 
difference  of  opinion,  he  trusted  the  House 
would  think  the  conduct  of  the  Police 
sitice  Monday  had  atoned  for  their  first 
errors.  Conceiving  it  would  be  best  not 
to  revive  the  unfortunate  events  of  Monday 
night,  and  that  there  would  be  no  objec- 
tion to  pass  over  what  had  occurred,  he 
should  move,  that  the  said  orders  be  dis- 
charged. 

Mr.  fFMihread  was  sorry  to  tie  under 
tbe  necessity* of  bringing  back  to  the  recol* 
lection  of  the  House,  the  evidence  which 
was  taken  on  the  night  in  question,  from 
tbe  nature  and  effect  of  which  he  con- 
ceived the  motion  of  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman was  by  no  means  such  a  motion  as 
the  House  could  agree  to,  with  a  due 
regard  to  its  own  character.  The  right 
hon.  gentleman,  however,  had  not  con- 
tented himself  with  merely  moving,  that 
the  order  should  be  discharged,  but  had 
intimated  that  the  magistrates  were  almost 
without  blame;  and,  by  a  panegyric 
upon  their  subsequent  conduct,  seemed 
desirous  of  at  once  wiping  out  all  recol- 
lection of  their  previous  proceedings. 
Now,  what  was  the  real  history  of  the  trans- 
action ?  With  respect  to  the  precautions 
taken,  upon  tbe  part  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  and  that  of  the  Speaker,  nothing 
could  have  been  more  proper  or  creditable 
to  their  vigilance;  but,  unfortunately, 
those  precautions  were  rendered  nugatory 
by  the  conduct  of  the  magistrates  to  whom 
the  ei^epution  of  the  orders  given  was  en- 
trusted. Notice,  it  was  seen,  had  been 
given  to  the  High  Bailiff  of  Westminster  of 
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be  credited,  when  it  was  known  that  be- 
fore  the  military  bad  arrived  in  Palace- 
yard,  sir  N.  Conant  had  actoally  be^n 
culled  away  lo  suppress  riots  of  a  com- 
plexion eqoally  dangerous,  which  had 
broken  out  in  other  parts  of  the  town.  It 
was  very  true,  that  the  magistrates  had 
not  placed  themselves  without  the  avenues 
of  the  (loose,  because  such  situations  were 
attended  with  imminent  danger«-<»ne  or 
two  of  the  constables  having  been  abso» 
loiely  incapacitated  from  the  exercise  of 
their  duties  by  blows  received  from  brick* 
bats.  As  far,  however,  as  they  could, 
consistently  with  the  strength  of  the  force 
under  their  orders,  they  had  taken  every 
means  to  resist  the  gross  attacks  which 
vrere  made.  Upon  the  whole,  he  saw  no* 
thing  which  called  for  punishment  upon 
those  individuals,  or  indeed  merited  the 
further  cognisance -of  the  House. 

Mr,  Wynn  was  of  opinion  that  it  was 
impossible  to  pass  over  t;ie  conduct  of  the 
magistrates  without  notice.  He  would 
recall  to  the  recollection  of  the  House,  that 
the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh)  had  objected 
to  any  admonition  being  given  to  those 
persons  on  Monday  ntght,  because  he 
considered  that  any  discussion  upon  the 
subject  would  have  kept  them  from  those 
duties  which  at  that  time  required  their 
presence.  It  was  then  understood  that 
their  conduct  was  liable  to  inquiry  on  a 
future  occasion,  and,  in  obedience  to  that 
feeling,  he  conceived  an  inquiry  should 
now  take  place.  He  thought  with  his 
hnn.  friend  (Mr.  Whitbread),  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  High  Bailiff  had  been  particu- 
larly reprehensible,  because  he  was  the 
person,  of  all  others,  to  whom  he  believed 
the  House  ought  to  look  for  protection, 
and  yet  he,  of  all  others,  seemed  to  be 
most  ignorant  of  what  was  patting.  With 
respect  to  the  hazard  in  which  it  was 
stated  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  who 
spctke  last,  the  constables  would  have  been 
placed  by  remaining  without  the  doors  of 
the  House,  he  considered  it  of  less  im* 
porta  nee  that  they  should  ran  risks^  than 
that  the  members  of  the  House  should  be 

,  prevented  from  performing  tbeir  parlia- 
mentary duties.  It  was,  in  fact,  a  neces- 
sary attendant  upon  the  office  of  constable, 
that  he  should  expose  his  person  to  danger; 
and  if  such  an  excuse  were  to  be  received 
as  a  ground  for  neglect  of  duty,  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  would  be,  that  on  all 
occasions  the  military  mun  be  resorted  to. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  could  not  help  being 

bf  opinion,  that  there  had  been  great  re- 


misaness  on  the  part  of  the  magistrates  and 
civil  power;  and  with  this  feeling  he 
thought  their  conduct  should  not  be 
passed  over  without  an  expression  of  the 
feeling  of  the  House  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  F.  DongUm  thought  it  of  import- 
ance, that  the  conduct  of  the  civil  officers 
should  be  minutely  inquired  into,  not  so 
much  with  a  view  to  punish  or  to  censure 
the  past,  as  to  guard  against  a  recurrence 
of  the  evil  complained  of.  However  he 
niight  regret  some  of  the  eventa  which 
had  taken  place,  he'  should  always  re- 
member with  pleasure  the  firmness  and 
dignity  which  that  House  bad  displayed, 
and  exult  in  the  reflexion,  tliat  not  one  of 
its  mem  tiers  had  mistaken  the  clamour  of 
a  mob  for  the  voice  of  the  people. 

Mr.  Ij}ckhan  was  willing  that  the  pro* 
ceedings  which  had  taken  place  should  bo 
conMgned  to  oblivion,  as  far  as  the  punish* 
ment  of  the  magistrates  was  concerned  ; 
but  he  wished  their  recollection  to  sor* 
vive,  in  order  that  such  measures  of  pre* 
caution  might  be  taken  as  should  make  it 
unnecesjsary  (o  call  out  the  military  on  any 
similar  occasion.     He  wished  to  see  the 
constables  young,  healthy,  and  vigorous, 
instead  of  decayed  and  decrepid  men, 
like  those  which  he  had  seen  on  the  late 
occasion,  who  appeared  to  be  incapable  of 
acting  with  effect,  although  he  found  they 
had  foolish  vanity  enough  to  be  jealous  of 
each  other.     He  understood  such  a  feeling 
bad  caused  a  difference  between  the  offi- 
cers from  Bow-street  and  those  of  other 
offices.     He  was  of  opinion  that  a  civil 
force,  better  headed,  and  better  organized, 
ought  to  be  at  hand  on'  such  occasions. 
He  wished   the  old  law,  of  calling  out 
the  house- keepers  of  each  parish  whei| 
the  public  peace  was  endangered,  were 
again  resorted   to,  places  of  rendezvous 
named,  and  other  arrangements  made  for 
their  being  speedily  assembled,  and  ef- 
fectually engaged   to  quell  the  disturb- 
ance.    If  such  measures  were  not  adopted, 
the  capital  might  one  day  fisll  into  the 
hands  of  a  mob,  who  might  not  be  kept 
down   till  they  had  done  it  great,  and 
almost  irreparable  injury.     He  took  oc- 
casion to  censure  the  conduct  of  certain 
persons  forming  the  jury  on  a  coroner's 
inquest,  who   had  promulgated   authori- 
tatively   what    they    took    upon    them- 
selves to  lay  down  a^  the  law,  though  he 
would  not  acknowledge  it  to  be  so.     He 
controverted   the  opinions  published  by 
the  jury,  who  lately  sat  on  the  tiody  of  the 
officer  unfortunately  killed  in  Burlington* 
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street,  refuted  the  doctrine  which  they 
had  attempted  to  inculcate,  and, supporting 
himself  op  the  authority  of  lord  Mans6eld, 
contended  that  the  right  of  the  parties 
entrusted  with  the  care  of  any  place 
assailed  by  a  mob,  to  use  the  weapons  with 
which  they  were  armed,  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  assailants,  was  only  to  be  de* 
termined  by  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Addmt^tan  observed,  that  the  charges 
brought  against  the  magistrates  seemed  to 
be,  that  they  had  not  been  in  their  proper 
stations  at  the  time  of  the  riot,  and  that 
they  h^d  not  made  a  judicious  disposition 

.  of  the  civil  force.  Now,  the  first  charge 
could  only  amount  to  an  error  in  judg« 
me'lit ;  and  he  admitted  that  if  they  had 
been  on  the  outside  of  the  building,  they 
would  have  been  better  able  to  direct  the 
constables.  As  to  the  second  charge,  he 
thought  it  too  much  to  expect,  that  on  the 
first  occasion,  they  should  have  been  able 
to  make  the  most  judicious  disposition  of 
the  civil  power,  which  it  was  possible  to 
nake.  The  chief  magistrate  of  Bow- 
street  had  been  desired  to  be  present  at 
the  Secretary  of  State's  office  during  the 
evening  in  question.  From  ji  laudable 
degree  of  zeal  he  came  down  to  the  House 
ia  the  beginning  of  the  evening,  and  ttiere 
continued  till  between  eight  and  nine 
o'clock,  being  then  on  the  outside  of  the 
building,  when  he  was  called  suddenly 
away,  bis  presence  being  necessary  in  an- 
other quarter  of  the  town.  The  magis- 
trates within  were  not  aware  that  he  was 
called  ofi^,  and  it  was  from  this,  he  be- 
lieved, that  the  circumstances  had  taken 
place  which  had  given  rise  to  the  impata- 

*  tioD  of  remissness.  The  conduct  of  the 
magistrates  had  been  marked,  since  that 
period,  with  a  great  degree  of  zeal  and 
assiduity,  and  he  hoped  the  House  would 
not  think  it  qproper  to  visit  them  with  a 
punishment  so  heavy  as  its  censure. 

Mr.  WhUbrcad  explained,  that  it  was 
pot  his  intention  to  lump  all  the  magis- 
trates, who  had  been  examined,  in  the 
charge  which  be  thought  should  be  made 
against  some  of  them.  It  was  well  for  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  defended  them 
to  confound  them ;  but  he  did  not  mean  to 
attack  them  altogether. 

Mr.  Haitimerslty  thought  the  police  laws 
defective,  there  being  no  provision  for  an 
extraordinary  number  of  constables  in  case 
of  riots.  He  hoped  that  the  persons  to 
whom  this  department  of  this  governraeDi 
was  entrusted,  would  pay  attention  to  the 
aubject. 


Mr.  Buitertoortk  said,  that  he  had  expe- 
rienced some  difficulty  in  reaching  bis 
carriage,  about  eight  o  clock  of  the  eve- 
ning in  question ;  but  on  that  occasion,  as 
well  as  on  his  return  to  the  House  about  an 
hour  afterwards,  the  constables  exerted. 
themselves  to  the  utmost  to  clear  the  way. 

Sir  C.  AioficA  observed,  that  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  was  not  supposed  to  know 
any  thing  about  the  preservation  of  the 
peace ;  having  given  orders  for  their  attend* 
ance,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  magistrates  to 
take  all  proper  measures.  He  thought  it 
most  extraordinary  that  a  verdict  of 
murder  had  been  returned  against  the 
soldiers,  while  it  did  not  appear  that  any 
rioters  were  in  custody,  or  thst  any  at- 
tempt at  arson  or  murder  had  appeared  oa 
the  part  of  the  populace. 

Mr.  Addingion  stated  there  were  at  least 
thirty  rioters  in  custody. 

Mr.  WrotteeU^  could  not  a^ree  that  the 
magistrates  were  altogether  exempt  from 
blame.  He  remarked  on  the  evidence  of 
the  high  bailiff,  who  had  stated  that  he 
had  aboat  50  out  of  his  80  constables 
about  the  House ;  that  that  force  was  in- 
sufficient to  repress  the  mob  ;  but  that  he 
did  not  take  any  measures  to  procure  ad- 
ditional force,  relying  on  Messrs.  Baker 
and  Birnie,  whom  he  knew  were  in  at* 
tendance.  He  did  not,  however,  com- 
municate  with  them.  His  reliatice  on 
Mr.  Baker  was  much  to  his  credit,  as  there 
was  a  marked  difference  between  the  con- 
duct of  that  gentleman  and  that  of  the 
other  persons  who  had  been  examined  at 
the  bar.  He  thought  the  high  bailiOT 
blameable  in  not  communicating  with  the 
police  magistrates.  Some  measures^  he 
thought,  should  be  taken  to  let  the  magis- 
trates know  that  it  was  necessary  for  theoa 
to  take  proper  methods  to  stifle  tumulta 
in  their  commencement;  for  he  was  confi- 
dent that  with  the  help  of  a  few  consta- 
bles at  the  beginning  of  the  evening  the 
riot  might  have  been  altogether  sup- 
pressed, by  taking  such  persons  into  cus- 
tody as  refused  to  disperse.  He  observed^ 
that  il  was  extraordinary  that  none  of  the 
persons  had  been  apprehended,  who  had 
defiled  the  walls  about  the  metropolis  with 
the  most  inflammatory  inscriptions.  He 
thought  this  might  have  been  done  by 
the  ordinary  exertion  of  the  Police. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkint  stated,  that  as  far 
as  he  had  witnessed  the  conduct  of  the 
magistrates  on  the  night  in  question,  their 
had  been  very  ^ctive.  The  high  baili^ 
he  thought,  bad  exerted  himself  to  the  nt* 
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most  of  hid  power.  The  civil  power  was 
by  no  means  adequate.  Having  filled  the 
«otfice  of  sheriB*,  on  the  occasion  of  former 
riots,  he  had  witnessed  the  conduct  of 
Messrs'.  Baker  and  Birnie,  who  had  read 
the  Riot  Act  to  their  own  great  danger, 
with  laodable  zea)  and  courage.  In  those 
riots  he  found,  that  of  the  constables  for 
Westminster,  nevermore  than  10  attended. 
The  motion  for  the  discharge  of  the 
orders  was  then  put  and  carried.      • 

South  Sea  Company.]  On  the  order 
of  the  day  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  to 
consider  of  the  Act  9  Anne^  c.  21,  for 
for  making  good  deficiencies,  and  satis- 
fying the  public  debts ;  and  for  erecting 
m  corporation  to  carry  on  m  trade  to  the 
South  Seas,  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
the  fishery ;  and  for  liberty  to  trade  in 
unwrought  iron  with  the  subjects  of  Spain ; 
and  to  repeal  the  Acts  for  registering  sea- 
men. 

The  Chancelhr  of  the  Exchequer  took  a 
view  of  the  establishment  of  the  Sooth  Sea 
Company,  and  observed  that  this  corpora- 
tion possessed  the  exclusive  privilege  of 
trading  to  America,  from  the  river  Oroo- 
nokoj  round  Cape  Horn  to  the  north-west 
coast  of  that  continent.  This  exclusive 
privilege  had  for  many  years  been  of  no 
advinuge  to  that  Company ;  but  South 
America  having  become  at  last  open  to 
us,  it«iight  become  a  great  obstacle  to 
our  commerce.  He  therefore  had  to  state 
the  terms  on  which  the  Company  were 
willing  to  sell  it  to  the  country.  That 
Company  had  lent  all  its  capital  to  the 
Government,  for  which  they  received  3/. 
per  cent. ;  and  they  also  obtained  a  further 
dividend  of  |  per  cent,  on  their  capital, 
by  acting  as  agents  for  Government  in  the 
payment  of  the  dividends  of  such  part  of 
the  public  debt  as  existed  in  1721.  By 
the  Act  of  1813,  which  would  cancel  all 
the  national  debt  which  existed  before  the 
establnhment  of  the  sinking  fund,  they 
would  lose  that  f  per  cent  They  there- 
fore consented  to  abandon  their  exclusive 
privilege  of  trade,  on  condition  that  the 
Government  would  guarantee  this  I  per 
cent,  or  about  18,0(X>^  a  year  to  them. 
For  this  income  it  was  bis  intention  to 
propose  the  creation  of  a  fund,  by  a  duty 
on  tonnage  of  ships  trading  to  South 
America,  and  on  the  export  of  goods 
thither,  to  the  amount  of  2i.  per  cent  The 
fund  necessary  would  be-400,000l. ;  when 
that  smn  was  accumulated,  the  duty  would 


be  repealed.  A  duty  of  4/.  per  cent,  oit 
goods  shipped  to  Sooth  America  would 
expire  on  the  IGth  of  March,  so  that  m 
renewal  of  only  half  that  doty  would  be 
necessary.  He  concluded  by  moving  the 
following  Resolutions :  1 .  '*  That  the  ex- 
clusive right  of  trade  granted  to  the  South 
Sea  Company  by  an  Act  made  in  the  9th 
year  of  the  reign  of  queen  Anne,  do  cease 
and  determine.  2.  That,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  surrender  of  such  *  exclusive 
right,  a  guarantee  fund  be  created  in  any 
of  the  public  fonds  or  annuities,  bearing 
an  interest  of  3/.  per  centum  per  annum, 
which  shall  accumulate  until  it  amounu 
to  the  sum  of  6(0,464/.  Ss.  capital  stock, 
bearing  an  interest  at  3f.  per  centum  per 
annum,  and  such  capital  stock  shall  then 
he  transferred  to  the  said  Company.  3. 
That  until  the  said  sum  of  6l0^464f.  3s. 
capital  stock  shall  be  so  accumulated  and 
transferred  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  lords  commissioners  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Treasury  to  direct  the  issue,  out  of 
the  consolidated  fund  of  Great  Britain^ 
from  time  to  time,  of  such  sumf  of  money 
as  may  be  necessary  to  enable  the  said 
Company  to  pay  a  dividend  of  f  per 
centum  per  annum  on  their  trading  stock, 
after  applying  to  that  purpose  all  the 
funds  of  the  said  Company  which  now  are 
or  may  remain  applicable  thereto.  4. 
That  a  doty  of  U.  6d.  shati  be  granted, 
for  a  time  to  be  limitedi  for  and  upon 
every  ton  burthen  of  every  ship  or  vessel 
entering  outwards  or  inwards  in  any  port 
of  the  United  Kingdom  to  or  from'  any 
port  or  place  within  the  limits  of  the  sole 
and  exclusive  trade  granted  to  the  said 
Company  by  the  said  Act.  5.  That  a 
custom  duty  of  2^  be  charged  upon  every 
100/.  of  the  value  of  all  goods,  wares,  or 
merchandize,  the  growth,  produce,  or  ma- 
nufacture of  the  United  Kingdom,  exported 
to  any  of  the  said  ports  or  places,  for  a 
time  to  be  limited.''  The  first  resolution 
being  put,- 

Mr.  Bennd  thought  the  proposition  just 
and  equitable ;  but  he  wished  to  make  some 
observations  on  the  state  of  the  country 
which  was  the  subject  of  the  law  on  which 
they  were  deliberating,  vis.  South  Ame^ 
rica.  All  that  continent  was  now  in  arms, 
and  the  spectacle  of  a  great  nation  stmg* 
gling  for  liberty  had  always  been  re- 
garded with  peculiar  interest  by  this  conn- 
try.  He  wished  to  know  whether  any  steps 
had  been  taken  by  this  country  to  mediate 
between  the  mother  country  and  the  colo« 
nies?     The  consequence  of  the  dreadful 
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struggle  had  beeii,  that  in  ihe  kingdom  of 
Mexico^  no  leM  ibau  otie  million  of  human 
beings  had  been  destroyed   in ,  J  8 1 3   and 
1914.    From  the  Oroonoko  to  Cumana  ihe 
country  was  a  perfect  waste.    To  give  an 
idea  of  the  horrible  nature  of  the  war,  he 
fiboitld  state,  that  when  the  city  of  Valen- 
cia surrendered  to  the  royalists,  the  capi- 
.tulation  was.  sworn  to  on  the  altar,  and 
high  mass  was  performed  in  presence  of 
ihe  parties;  when  the  old  Spaniards  en- 
tered the  town,  within  tweWe  hours  they 
gave  it  up  to  pillage,  and  executed  the 
unhappy   patriots   who  remained    in    it. 
Had  any  offer  of  mediation  been  made  on 
the  part  of  this  country  ?    He  knew  that 
offers  had  been  made  to,  and  rejected  by 
the  Cortes;  but  there  was  a  difference  be- 
tween a  Cortes  under  the  influence  of  the 
monopolists  of  Cadiz,  and  Ferdinand  the 
7ih.     From  ^the  cruelty  and  ferocity  of 
Ferdinand,  perhaps  they  had  as  little  to 
expect,  bat  some  attempts  at  least  should 
be  madet    A  man  had  been  sent  as  viceroy 
to  the  new  world,  who,  after  having  be- 
trayed an  army  to  the  French  in  his  own 
country,  had   gone  to  America,  where, 
withoui  taking  active  steps  to  suppress  the 
rebellion,  he  issued  such  orders  as  deluged 
that  continent  in  blood.     An  expeditiob 
had  since  been  sent  out  to  South  America, 
commanded,  to  his  disgrace,  by  a  British 
officer.      That  expedition  he  prayed  to 
God  might  perish  on  the  shores  of  the 
New  World  !  This  country  had  to  choose 
betvreen  eighteen  million  of  free  people, 
and  nine  million  of  slaves— between  a 
people  whn  bad  opened  their  ports  to  os, 
and  a  despotic  Court  who  bad  persecnted 
our  merchants,  insulted  our  trade,  and 
oppressed  our  subjects.     It  had  been  said, 
that  Great  Britain  had  remained  neutral 
in  the  contest.    This,  he  believed,  was 
not  true.     During  the  war  in  the  Peoin- 
tttla,  under  the  very  eye  of  sir  Henry 
Weliesley,  an  e^ipeditioa  had  been  sent 
to  the  New  World,  fitted  out  by  British 
'  noncy,  the  troops  appointed  with  British 
arms  and  clothing.     The  conduct  of  the 
governors  of  Cura^oa  was  of  the  same 
description.    They  received  the  fugitives 
of  the  royalist  party,  provided  them  with 
arms  and  ammunition,  to  renew  their  at- 
tempts. But  when  the  patriots  were  drif  en 
out   in  their  torn,  they  excluded  them 
from  the  islands,  and  forced  them  to  seek 
and  find  protection  from  Petion,  a  black 
•—the  excellent  man  who  governed  a.  part 
of  St.  Dominffo.    The  patriou  of  America 
had  to  complain  9f  ns  for  a  breach  of  en- 
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gagement  towards  them  ;  the  Cortes  and 
people  of  Spain  had  also  to  complain  of 
us,  for  having  su^ered  their  constitution 
to  be  destroyed,  and  themselves  to  be 
delivered  over  to  an  usurper— for  such 
was  Ferdinand  the  7th.  The  hon.  member 
expressed  a  wish  to  know  by  what  mi- 
nister the  Regent  had  been  advised  to 
send  the  Order  of  the  Garter  to  Ferdi- 
nand, and  to  accept  the  Order  of  the  Golden 
Fleece  ?  and  he  also  desired  to  learo^ 
whether  the  British  Government  had  en- 
tered into  any  treaty  or  engagement 
whatever,  guaranteeing  the  South  Ame- 
rican coloiiies  to  Spain  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  trusted 
the  committee  would  see  the  propriety  of 
his  declining  on  this  occasion  to  enter  into 
details  of  such  delicacy  as  were  referred 
to  by  the  hon.  member,  and  the  more  so 
as  the  hon.  member's  observations  were 
not  properly  relevant  to  the  subject  before 
the  committee.  He  had,  however,  no 
difficulty  in  stating,  that  upon  the  oBar  of 
mediation  which  nad  been  made  on  our 
part  between  Spain  and  its  colonies,  his 
Majesty's  ministers  were  always  ready  to 
act.  In  our  endeavours,  indeed,  to  pro- 
core  independence  and  liberty  for  Old 
Spain,  we  had  ever  been  equally  anxious 
to  obtain  the  liberty  of  its  colonies.  Upon 
the  commercial  aa vantage  likely  to  ac« 
crue  to  this  country  from  the  establish- 
ment of  a  completo  freedom  of  trade  in 
Sooth  America,  be-  should  at  present  ab- 
stain from  delivering  any  opinion ;  but, 
however  interesting  or  important  that 
freedom  might  be,  neutrality,  in  the  pre- 
sent contest  betvfeen  South  America  and 
the  mother  country,  was  the  doty  and  the 
resolution  of  Great  Britain;  which  never 
coold  attempt  to  seek  -any  object,  how- 
ever beneficial,  from  a  connexion  with 
the  former,  that  should  bo  tainted  with 
any  thing  like  treachery  towards  ibe 
latter. 

Mr.  WktOntod  thought,  that  as  the  sob* 
ject  before  the  committee  referred  to  the 
opening  of  a  free  trade  with  South  Ame« 
rica^  the  opportunity  bad  been  very  pro- 
perly chosen  by  his  hon.  friend  to  bring 
forward  the  questions  to  which  he  had 
adverted.  The  proposition  being  to  open 
the  South  American  ports,  his  hon.  frieud 
^^ty  naturally  submit^d  some  inquiries 
with  regard  to  that  country.  His  hon. 
friend  had  therefore  asked,  whether,  in 
the  contest  in  which  (he  would  not.  say 
the  colooiet,  bat)  New  Spain  was  engaged 
with  Old  Spain,  the  governotent  of  ih^ 
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ooontry  btd  MMerred  neutrality  ?  That 
New  Spfttrt  hftd  experienced  ihe  oiott 
atrocioat-  ireatnient,  al  well  itotn  the  late 
as  from  ihe  present  gofernment  of  Spain, 
wai  an  undeniable  fact ;  and  it  was  desir« 
able  for  the  credit  and  the  ititerett  of  this 
country,  to  know  whether  the  right  hon. 
gentieman  was  able  fo  deny  that  any 
ntoney,  arms»  or  eqaipment,  had  been  for* 
nithed  by  our  GoTernment,  for  the  purpose 
of  aappreising  the  patriots  of  New  Spain, 
in  their  laudable  rebellion  against  the 
tyranny  of  the  mother  country.  It  was 
also  desirable  to  know  whether,  as  bis  hon. 
friend's  question  imported,  any  of  our 
colonial  govemora  had  refused  that  hos- 
pitality to  the  patriots  which  had  been 
granted  to  their  oppressors ;  for  such  par« 
tiality  would  be  ob?iousiy  inconslstem 
with  those  principles  of  neutrality  which 
Che  ricbt  hon.  gentleman  prefessed.  If, 
indeed,  the  right  hon.  gentleman  were 
not  able  to  deny  such  partiality  and  that 
it  had  -been  aciually  etinced,  tbe  batriotB 
of  New  Spain  would  have  the  best  founded 
retooti  to  complain  of  our  induct,  nay, 
that  oor  offer  of  impartial  mediation  was 
b^  no  meaifs  sincere.  If,  thtn,  under  soch 
circumstances,  the  people  of  N^w  Spain 
sbouM  succeed  9n  their  gallant  ellbrta  to 
shake  off  the  yoke  of  their  persecutors, 
and  to  raise  their  country  to  that  inde- 
pendent station  to  which  it  was  ent;tled, 
the  best  interests  of  tifit  country  were  but 
too  likely  to  suffer,'  for  ft  Was  the  best 
interest  of  Great  Britain  to  catiivate  an 
amicable  connexion  with  New  Spain. 
On  these  grounds,  therefore,  he  lamented 
that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  de- 
clined to  aflbrd  any  ezplanatiwi  respect- 
ing the  points  referred  to  by  his  lion, 
friend.  It  was,  he  presamal,  a  mere 
omission  on  the  part  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  not  to  have  noticied  his  hon. 
mend's  atluaion  to  the  grant  of  the  Order 
of  the  Garter  to  Ferdinand,  and  the  ac- 
cepunce  of  that  of  the  Golden  Fleece  by 
the  Prinde  Regent;  for  such  mkrks  of 
esteem  towards  such  a  person  as  Fei^ 
nand  did  certainly  not  seem  very  com- 
patible with  tbe  feelings  Kkely  to  belong 
to  any  prince  reigning  orer  a  free  people: 
The  minister  who  hi^  adrised  such  pro- 
ceedings ought  to  be  made  known ;  and 
he  hoped  thb,  with  the  other  qoestions  sb 
properly  submitted  by  his  hiyn.  IHend,  re- 
specting our  cond<ict  towards  tfaa  osorper, 
Ferdinand,  would  be  satisfactorily  an- 
swered by  the  right  hon.  gentfeman. 

The  aUmceiior  of  ^  RKt^quer  sUted 
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that  no  liioney'4>r  aasisiance  whatever  had 
been  supplied  by  this  Country  to  en^le 
the  Spanish  gofiernment  to  subdue  New 
Spain.  As  to  the  Order  of  the  Garter  and 
the  Golden  Fleece,  he  oeuid  not  think  that 
such  interchange  6f  ceremonies  formed  aH 
object  worthy  to  call  for  the  attention  oi 
that  House.  With  respect  to  the  recogni* 
tion  of  Ferdinand,  that  prince  having  been 
recognised  as  the  sovereign  of  Spain,  by  the 
government  with  which  we  bad  ot-fginally 
created  for  thfe  deliverance  of  that  country/ 
and  by  the  Cortes  also,  be  -should  have 
thought  it  very  extraordinary  indeed,  if 
this  country  had  declined  to  acbnowl^ge 
his  authority. 

Mr.  PonwBby  considered  the  sol^ect  of 
South  America  as  ohe  of  ihe  grifateet  im- 
portance and  delicacy.  He  was  Car  from 
recommending  '6ne  step  on  eitlier  side 
inconsistent  with  the  good  faith  of  Go- 
vern menf,  or  In  vielatiott  of  Our  neutrality. 
At  the  same  tittle  hC  was  free  to  say,  that 
there  wu  no  fordign  cotrairy  whateter  in 
the  fate  of  which  Great  Britain  was  sA 
much  interested  as  with  South  AuMTfca. 
For  he  bad  no  doebt  thai  the  establish- 
ment of  the  indepehdence  of  that  country^ 
and  the  detaching  of  it  froos  Old  Spain, 
Was  to  us  an  object  of  the  bigfaest  import* 
ance ;  btit  ha  was  equally  poailtve  that 
thatebjeet,  however  deairabie,  should  not 
be  pursued  by  any  means  whatever  \tk* 
compattble  with  ear  fniblic  faith.  It  waa 
tlra^  duty  ef  eer  Governmant  to  attend 
strictly  to  ila  angagementa,  but  et  the 
ssMie  vmt  he  ahcfeld  hold  it  imperitealy 
liound  in  DO'  degree  to  aaaift  the  projeci^ 
of  Old  Spain  agahnitbe  liberties  of  Soaih 
America. 

Mr.  Wym  ceocorred  with  his  right  iios. 
liriend  aa  to  the  propriety  of  obaarving  a 
strict  nedtralitr  in  the  present  coniett 
between  Old  ^in  and  South  Amerrcar, 
but  he  could  net  cmM^i^e  it  comipatiMa 
with  that  neatrality  tD  refuse  that  hospi- 
tality to  the  people  of  South  AiMrica; 
which  ws  afforded  to  their  opponents. 
This  proceeding  did  ce^inly  not  mani- 
fest good  laiih,  and  he  was  aorprisedat 
the  stlence  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer vpen  the  %ubfect^  But  he  waa 
eoually  surprised  at  the  nodoe  levity 
with  which  tlie  right  hon.  gentieman  had 
spoken  6f  the  grant  of  the  (Mer  of  the 
Garter  te  Ferdinand.  How  waa  it  poa- 
sihle  that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  coali 
so  undervalue  an.  honour  which  had  been 
so  highly  estimated  among  the  finit  omi^ 
narchs  iai  Eorope  ?  This  diatinctioa  had« 
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iodeed,  been  often  anxiously  looked  for, 
^nd  always  gratefully  receired  by  the 
most  eminent  princes.  It  was  notorious 
ibat  the  favour  had  been  refused*  to  the 
present,  and  also  to  the  last  king  of  Swe- 
dei^.  He  believed,  indeed,  that  the  pre- 
sent king  of  Spain  was  the  first  sovereign 
of  that  country  who  had  been  favoured 
iprith  this  honour  since  Philip  2.  On  these 
grounds  he*  was  astonished  at  the  levity 
with  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
tbonght  proper  to  express  himself  with 
regard  to  what  he  had  denominated  the 
'  ceremony/ 

'  Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  inquired^-whether 
it  was  intended  to  abolish  the  Sooth  Sea 
Company  altogether? 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Excketfutr  replied 
in  the  negative ;  but  the  intention  was  to 
take  the  monopoly  out  of  its  bands. 

Mr.  Wkuhread  asked,  whether  any  far- 
ther steps  had  been  taken  for  the  libera- 
tion from  Ceota  of  M.  Correa,  and  the 
gentlemen  surrendered  by  general  Camp- 
bell ? 

The  ChanuUor  qf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
ibat  no  opportunity  would  be  lost  to  pro* 
duce  the  effect  alluded  to. 
.  Here  a  conversation  arose  upon  the  pro- 
position of  a  tax  of  2  per  cent,  upon  all 
goods  exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ire- 
landy  to  South  America,  in  which  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  Mr.  Finlay, 
and  Mr.  Alderman  Atkine  took  part. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  utated, 
Ifaftt  the  produce  of  this  tax  was  to  be  ap- 
plied in  aid  of  a  fund  to  indemnify  the 
South  Sea  Company,  and  that  it  was  to 
cease  when  that  indemnity  waa  discharged. 
The  two  latter  objected  to  it  as  inconsistent 
with  6ur  commercial  policy,  by  imposing 
a  tax  upon  our  exportedf  manu^ctores. 
Mr.  Finiay  deprecated,  and  sir  J.  Newport 
vindicated  the  policy  of  the  tax  upon 
foceigo  linens,  with  a  view  to  benefit  the 
linen  of  Ireland  and  England.  The  ieveral 
Resolutidnswere  then  agreed  to. 

Committee  op  Ways  and  Means— 
New  Taxes.1  On  the  motion  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the  House 
resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means. 

Mr.  Tiemey  repeated  and  enforced  his 
objections  to  the  ptoposition  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  to  grant  the  ways  and 
sneans  before  the  supply  was  voted,  con- 
ceiving such  a  course  inconsistent  with 
the  published  practice  of  Parliament. 
The  only  supply  yet  voted  was  24  mil- 


lions, which  the  proposed  amount  of  waya 
and  means  would  considerably  exceed. 
He  would  be  glad  to  hear  upon  what 
ground  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could 
justify  such  a  course  of  proceeding.  Under 
the  Act  brought  forward  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  before  Christmas,  which  Act 
differed  materially  from  any  that  preceded 
it,  he  observed,  that  the  Treasury  were  in- 
vested with  the  power  of  issuing  Exche- 
quer-bills without  limit.  Indeed,  accord* 
ing  to  this  Act,  the  Treasury  might  issue 
50  millions  in  Exchequer-bills  in  addition 
to  the  8  millions  which  it  was  authorised 
to  borrow  from  the  Bank.  Would  the 
House,  then,  he  would  ask,  go  on  in  voting 
the  ways  and  means  proposed,  without 
knowing  the  amount  of  Exchequer-billa 
issued  in  consequence  of  this  extraor** 
dinary  Act  ? 

The  ChanceUor  qfthe  Exchequer  said,  that 
he  perfectly  agreed  with  the  right  hon; 
gentleman  in  the-  general  parliamentary 
principle  which  he  had  laid  down,  that  the 
ways  and  means  should  not  exceed  the 
supplies  voted  ;  and  he  hoped  he  sboold 
be  able  to  satisfy  that  right  hon.  gentle- 
man and  the  House,  that  on  the  present 
occasion  he  had  not  infringed  upon  that 
principle.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
would  himself  be  convinced,  when  he  re- 
minded him  that  he  had  omitted  two  or 
three  coa^iderable  sums  which  had  been 
voted  by  Parliament.  Among  these  sums 
was  one  of  twelve  millions  and  a  half,  for 
the  repay mept  of  Excheqoer-bills,  and 
another  of  fifteen  millions.  It  shook)  be 
rcspollected  that  they  had  voted  supplies  to 
the.  amount  of  fifty-one  millions,  and  the 
ways  and  means  only  for  thirty-one  miU 
lions,  leaving  a  deficiency  of  twenty  mil- 
lions to  be  made  good.  With  regard  to 
the  act  empowering  the  Treasury  to  issue 
Exchequer-bills,  he  did  not  consider  that 
it  gave  any  authority  to  anticipate  the 
aids  which  had  not  yet  been  granted  by 
Parliament*  There  certainly  had  been  an 
issue  of  Exchequer-bills,  but  they  were 
not  issued  upon,  taxes  which  Parliameiit 
had  not  yet  granted,  but  upon  the  aid  of 
fifteen  millions  which  bad  been  voted  last 
year. 

Mr.  Tiemeymd,  that  by  the  plan  which 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  adopted,  he 
might  issue  Exchequer-bills  to  an  un- 
limited extent.  There  was  the  great  evil, 
and  that  we  were  now,  though  in  a  state  of 
peace,  pursuing  the  same  plan  as  during 
the  war.  He  ceruinly  thought  that  iba 
whole  was  irregular. 
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'  The  CktmceUar  qfike  Excke^uer  retd  the 
word«of  the  Act,  and  repeated,  that  he  did 
not  consider  the  Treasory  empowered  by 
il  to  iMae£xcheqaer-bille  to  an  unlimited 
extent,  because  rarltamcnt  might  after* 
wards  grant  sopplies  to  corer  them.  The 
aceoonu  of  those  Ezcheqaer^biiis  which 
had  been  issued  would  be  forthcoming 
when  any  member  should  choose  to  mote 
for  chem. 

Mr.  Pomoniy  said,  he  objected  to  re- 
ceif  ing  the  report,  because  the  minister  of 
finance  had  come  down  to  that  House,  and 
asked  for  enormous  supplies  without  con- 
descending to  stale  for  what  purposes  they 
were  rer/nred.  Such  a  practice  was  per- 
fectly ne«r  to  that  House.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  told  them  they  were  to 
ave  a  peace  establishment  of  nineteen 
millions ;  but  he  had  not  imparted  a  single 
tittle  of  information  as  to  the  items  and 
heads  of  that  expenditure.  If  the  House 
of  Commons  sanctioned  such  a  proceeding, 
tbey  would  at  once  surrender  their  con* 
Irol  over  the  public  purse  and  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Grown.  On  that  ground,  there- 
fore, he  should  certainly  uke  the  sense  df 
the  House  upon  receiving  the  report. 
*  TheCktmeeUorqfihe&ckefuerob9er^t6, 
that  it  would  be  most  satisfactory  to  e?ery 
member  of  that  House,  and  to  no  one  more 
so  than  to  himself,  if,  when  they  entered 
into  the  diKossion  of  what  should  be  the 
peace  establishment  of  the  country,  any 
means  could  be  devised  for  reducing  it 
below  what  had  been  proposed.  That 
question,  however,  was  not  now  before 
them ;  and  the  grounds  upon  which  the 
House  was  then  called  upon  to  agree  to 
the  report,  was  that  the  granu  had  already 
been  Toted  by  Pirliament.  Nor  would 
they  be  at  all  pledged,  by  agreeing  to  the 
reporti  as  to  thieir  nature  proceedings  with 
respect  to  the  proposed  plen  of  nnancew 
They  merely  provided  for  sums  which  had 
been  already  voted.  When  the  time  came 
for  considering  the  various  estimates  lor 
the  Service  of  the  present  year,  he  should 
call  upon  the  House  for  iu  most  patient 
and  deliberate  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  should  thank  any  honourable  gentle- 
man who  could  lighten  his  heavy  labours 
by  shewing  how  the  peace  establishment 
might  be  made  less* 

Mr.  7Wac|r  denied  that  the  five  millions 
of  new  taxes  were  to  be  considered  as  a 
part  of  the  ordinary  aids  of  the  year.  If 
they  voted  for  receiving  the  report,  sorely 
they  «woold  be  recognising  the  plan  of  the 
light  bon»  genUeman. 


The  CAancetforqfiAejErdic^iMr  contend- 
ed, that  the  inference  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  was  not  a  correct  one.  By 
agreeing  to  the  report,  they  would  only 
agree  to  provide  a  certain  sum  by  way  of 
taxes ;  but  they  would  not  therefore  agree 
to  the  taxes  themselves.  As  to  the  amount 
of  that  sum,  every  one  would  feel  that 
what  was  proposed  to  be  raised  by  thoae' 
taxes  could  not  be  regardfed  as  oniieces* 
sary,  even  if  the  expenses  of  the  country 
were  cut  down  to  what  they  were  before 
the  French  Revolution.  He  really  thought, 
indeed,  that  he  was  much  more  liable  to 
objection  for  not  bringing  forward  taxes  to 
a  greater  extent,  than  for  proposing  what 
he  had. 

Mr.  Tiemy  replied,  that  the  great  ob- 
ject was  to  have  the  whole  matter  before 
them  at  once.  If,  for  example,  they  knew 
how  much  would  be  wanted  for  the  pre- 
sent year,  they  would  then  be  able  to  say. 
what  portion  shouM  be  raised  by  taxes, 
and  what  by  loan.  For  himself,  he  really 
had  no  conception  what  would  be  the 
extent  of  supply  required  for  the  pre- 
sent year;  and  the  whole  subject  de^, 
manded  more  explanation  than  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  was  yet  in  a  condition  tot* 
give  them.  All  he  wanted  was,  that  they 
miffht  not  be  called  upon  to  vote  in  the 
dark ;  and  he  wished  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tlemaa  would  take  the  five  millions,  in* 
tended  to  be  raised  by  the  new  uses,  ia 
some  other  way  for  the  present,  and  leave 
the  other  to  future  discussion,  when  be 
would  be  able  to  tell  how  much  he  re* 
quired. 

Mr.  Anson^  said,  he  wopld  i^peat  the 
grounds  of  his  objection.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  having  stated  a  certain  motion, 
and  told  the  House  that  19  millions  were 
necessary  for  a  peace  establishment,  then 
desired  them  to  adopt  his  plan»  wtthoM 
entering  into  pMticulars^  and  ahewiag  how 
the  money  was  to  be  applied.  This  mode 
of  voting  sopplies  at  diflerent  times  wjtm 
what  he  most  particularly  objected  to^ 
and  he  protested  against  it  as  an  innova^ 
tion  upon  former  practice^  and  ahogethec 
unconstitutional. 

Sir  Robert  Herm  observed,  that  the  plan 
of  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was  in  direct 
opposition  to  the  interests  of  .the  nation^ 
For  what  purpose  were  we  to  thseaten 
th^  countries  around  as  with  a  fear nf  war  ? 
He  must  protest  agjsinst  noting  supplies  to 
such  an  amount,  without  insisting  on  one 
resource,««-he  meant  th^  of  the  most  strici 
^conoiny,  wJiich  ought  to  pervade  every 
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deptrtmcnl  of  the  governmeitt.  Mini- 
sters, if  they  consulteiil  the  tranqoillity  and 
happiness  of  the  country,  should  advise  the 
iMuitrioos  Personage  who  exercised  the 
royal  functions,-  to  limit  his  expendiinre  \ 
and  sboolki  inform  him  bow  far  snore 
glorious  his  days  would  be,  were  he  to 
nform  his  expenses  to  the  wants  of  bis 
subject!,  instead  of  inereasiDg  the  enor- 
HMHis  and  unnecessary  charges  of  an  ex- 
tniTagant  court— «[ Hear,  bear!] — It  was 
BOt  l^g  stoee,  thai  the  nation  bad  ad* 
mtred  two  ilhistrioos  Sovereigns  who 
iisitedeorcowiify  ;  and  tbecaose  of  their 
having  receiVieU  so  nuicb  approbation  was, 
tliat  they  b^d  endured  the  greatest  priva- 
tions in  times  of  public  distress.  This  was 
a  conduct  worthy  of  imitation,  and  he 
would  take  the  liberty  of  recalling  to  the 
'  r«collectibn  of  the  House  the  words  which 
William  3,  one  of  the  best  of  kings,  had 
addressed  to  bis  ParFiament.  **  It  always 
gives  me,''  said  that  great  monarch,  **  the 
dccpcii  concern  to  impose  new  burthens 
oo  my  people ;  but  I  hate  never  called 
(or  any  which  related  to  my  peraofial 
jsxpensei.'' 

Mr.  Bmmsi  observed,  that  mmisters  bad 
)Ml  told  the  Hooie  a  syllable  as  to  the 
bis  ntuaiion  of  the  eomitpy .  It  was .  not 
Peal  intention  at  that  time  to  make  any 
comment  on  the  taxes ;  but  when  they 
eame  before  the  Hoase,  it  would  be  his 
daty  to  oppose  them,  for  he  objected  to 
them  all,  '  He  considered  it  proper  to 
idiolish  situations  where  there  was  pay 
without  servicoi;  and,  indeed,  to  put  Go- 
vernment Itself  upon  short  allowance. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gtcm  objected  to  going  isto 
the  committee,  until  the  .Chancel lor  of  the 
EMobei|oer  had  laid  before  the  House  a 
distinct  and  comprehensive  stateaMnt  of 
the  wholo  of  our  fioaneial  relations.  He 
was  at  a  loss  to  cotqectore  of  what  yolts 
the  tupply  wfafcb  the  right  bon.  gentleman 
iaserted  bad  been  agreed  to  by  the  House, 
was  made  op ;  and  expressed  himself  par* 
lleularly  unable  to  understand  bow  the 
two  soms  of  15  miUions  and  12  millions 
4nd  a  half,  to  make  good  the  iesne  of  Ex* 
chequer-billron  the  aids  of  the  year  1814, 
Wert  to  be  considered.  .  ^ 

Lord  A/flfoii  declared  himself  lo  be  in  a 
similar  difficulty,  arisifig  either  from  his 
own  misapprebeneion  of  the  subject,  or 
ftrom  the  mystery  in  which  it  appeared  to 
be  punposely  involved.  If  he  wee  right 
ki  hie  supposition,  they  were,  as  far  as  the 
five  millHNis  were  coneemed,  abont  to  vote 
dn  establifbmeni  ibr  Ibur  years  lo  eomct 


He  decidedly  objected  to  voting  the  ways 
and  means,  before  the  House  was  circua- 
stantially  apprized  of  the  purposes  to 
which  those  ways  and  means  were  ta  be 
applied* 

Mr.  havkn  declared,  that  if  he  thongbfc 
the  proposed  votes  were  to  cover  any  iiisi* 
dioos  machinations-^that  under  the  pre<« 
tence  of  ipoe  object,  the  House  was  called 
upon  to  vote  means  which  were  to  be  ap- 
plied to  another,  he  would  not  only  op- 
pose the  motion  himself,  bot  wottid  use  all 
the  little  influence  which  he  possessed  to 
induce  the  House  to  reject  it.  Bat  this 
could  by  no  possibility  be  the  case.  The 
sums  now  demanded,  and  much  more,  must 
be  voted,  to  make  good  the  supplies  to 
which  Parliament  had  already  agreed*  Aa 
to  the  explanation  demanded  of  his  right 
hon.  friend,  #ith  respect  to  the  peace 
establishment,  it  was  evident  that  his  right 
ban.  friend  only  waited  until  he  might  bo 
able  to  speak  decidedly  on  the  sabjecr. 
Who  could  yet  tell  what  might  be  oar 
ultimate  relations  with  America?  Who 
conid  tell  to  what  expense  for  the  next 
twelvemonth  this  country  might  be  p«t 
by  the  extraordinary  occurrence  of  whidl 
we  bad  been  informed  only  within  the  last 
two  or  three  days  ?  He  could  assure  the 
noble  lord  who  had  just  spoken,  thai  as  isr 
as  his  humble  endeavours  could  go,  they 
should  be  directed— not  to  cut  down  the 
peace  establishment  below  what  was  ne* 
cessary,  but  to^  bring  it  dotrn  as  low  aa 
was  consistent  with  the  safety  of  thecouo* 
try ;  and  above  all,  to  take  care  that  what 
remained  of  expense  should  be  employed 
not  in  es^ternal  show,  bat  in  real  Mid  solkl 
strength*  The  measures  proposed  by  bio 
right  bon.  friend  appeared  to  bim  to  be 
much  preferable  to  raising,  a  larger  loan, 
or  to  aey  encroachment  on  the  Sinking 
Fond.  CerUtinly,  unpopolav  as  was  the 
sentiment,  be  did  conceive  that  a  conti- 
nuation of  the  property-taX|  under  soose 
modification,  would  have  been  a  stiH  wiser 
plan ;  and  he  sincerely  believed,  that  v^han 
the  good  sense  of  the  country  returned 
upon  this  sobject,  hit  opinion  would  become 
pretty  general.  Did  he  therefore  reproach 
mtnisters  for  having  abandoned  it  f  By  ae 
means.  The  strong  bostilky  exhibited 
towards  the  Ux  at  the  present  moneet^ 
aod  the  consideration,  that  its  eonservatioa 
woald  hate  been  a  kind  df  breach  of  par* 
liameniafy  faith,  were  soAcieni  groanda 
for  inducing  his  right  boo.  friend  to  relin« 
quish  a  tax,  the  good  qoahiies  ef  whieh 
his  comprehensivti  mind  must  hav^  sofi« 
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cienily  sppreciaWd*  With  retpect  ta  the 
ftfiare  course  of  oar  financial  regola* 
liom,  one  great  principle  was,  that  we 
oogHt  as  moch  as  ponible'  to  make  oor 
income  and  oor  expenditure  commenso- 
rate ;  and  be  really  tboogbt,  although  it 
%vas  alarming  to  find  the  conjectural  esti« 
male  of  oor  peace  establishment  rated  so 
high  as  19  millions,  great  savings  might  be 
made  out  of  that  'sum.  On  the  present 
vioe,  however,  all  jealousy  seemed  to  him 
to  be  soperfioous.  It  would  not  tie  the 
House  down  to  any  new  system  of  taxation, 
or  to  any  irre?ocable  amount  of  the  peace 
cstablisbasent.  Before  he  sat  down  he 
must,  however,  warn  his  right  hon.  friend 
and  the  House  from  being  so  misled  as  to 
expect  that  the  proposed  taxes  would  be 
permanently  as  productive  as  they  might 
be  in  the  first  instance.  With  respect  to 
those  of  excise,  such  as  the  tax  on  wine, 
they  would  according  to  repeated  expe- 
rience occasion  frauds  on  the  revenue, 
and  a  diminished  consumption ;  and  as  to 
the  assessed  taxes,  it  would,  alter  a  twelve- 
momhi  be  in  the  power  of  any  master  of  a 
family  to  reduce  them  in  his  own  case,  and 
the  general  result  would  unquestionably 
be  a  considerable  diminution  of  their  pro- 
doce.  This  system  of  uxation,  therefore, 
could  not  be  considered,  as  he  considered 
the  property-tax,  a  sound,  solid,  and  per- 
manent systein  of  taxation. 

Mr.  Doiff^  objected  to  the  confusioh 
arising  from  the  transfer  of  the  ways  and 
means  of  one  year  to  the  supply  of  an- 
other. He  recommended  to  the  right 
hon.  gefttleman  to  postpone  any  further 
proceeding  on  this  subject  until  after 
Wednesday,  as  the  explanations,  which 
would  then  be  given  by  a  noble  lord, 
would  probably  affect  it  materially.  Cer- 
Uinly,  if  there  was  a  time  in  which  this 
country  had  a  risbt  to  expect  that  she 
should  be  secured  from  being  again  en- 
gaged  in  continental  warfare,  it  was  the 
present ;  and  we  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  find  that  our  representative  at  the  Con- 
gress had  so  secured  her.  He  had  old 
prejudices  enough-  lefk  to  entertain  a 
norror  at  the  thought  of  England's  de- 
generating wholly  into  a  military  country, 
every  approach  to  such  a  sute  shook  the 
IbundatioM  of  our  national  character. 
He  earnestly  wished  that  the  recollections 
of  the  war  might  be  obliterated  with  the 
war  hielf,  and  that  from  a  nation  of  soldiers 
we  might  become  a  nation  of  citizens, 
trusting  to  our  energy  and  patriotnm  for 
defence  against  an  enemy,  'should  any 
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sodden  occasion  demand  it  To  principles 
almost  obsolete  he  was  anxious  that  wo 
should  ntum.  The  dictatorship,  with 
which  the  Administration  had  for  so  many 
years  been  properly  invested,  ought  to 
cease  with  ihe  necessity  by  which  it  was 
required.  Until  he  heard  these  doctrines 
acquiesced  in,  he  must  withhold  his  aaent 
to  all  motions  like  the  present. 

Mr.  WkUbretid  expressed  bis  admiration 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  hon*  gentleman 
who  had  jost  spoken.  The  original  and 
wholesome  practice  of  the  constltotioii 
was,  that  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  should 
first  state  to  Parliament  the  whole  of  tba 
supplies  which  were  requisite,  and  then 
obtain  the  ways  and  means  of  providing 
for  those  supplies.  Of  >te  years,  how« 
ever,  the  budget  had  been  brought  forward 
by  piecemeal  (a  system  which  originated 
with  Mr.  Perceval),  so  that  the  House 
ne?er  could  have  the  whole  svstem  under 
review  at  one  time.  He  admitted  that 
circumsunces  might  embarrass  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  as  to  his  exact  estimate  of 
the  peace  establishment;  but  an  easy 
remedy  was,  to  delay  further  proceedings 
at  present— at  least  to  postpone  them  until 
the  expected  explanations  of  the  noble 
lord,  by  throwing  a  lighten  the  determi« 
nations  1>f  Congress,  should  give  the  House 
an  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  probable 
resulu  of  its  deliberations.  He  confessed 
he  was  not  surprised  at  the  eulogium 
which  he  had  heard  from  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  and  from  an  hon.  gentleman 
on  the  floor  (Mr.  Bankes),  on  the  propert  j 
tax.  Like  aU  deceased  personages,  its 
vicbs  had  vanished  from  memory,  and  only 
its  virtues  remained.  People  were  gene- 
rally favourable  to  the  dead ;  but  it  should 
be  remembered  that  (hat  tax  was  objec- 
tionable-^not  because  it  was  a  tax  on 
property— but  because  it  was  impossible 
to  oivest  Its  mode  of  collection  from  par^ 
tiality  and  oppression  intolerable  in  a  free 
constftutbn.  It  should  also  b^  remem* 
bered  that  the  property  tax  was  not  abso* 
lutely  dead-.-it  onlv  slept.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  wedded  it  to  war.  It  would 
be  up  again  if  we  were  again  involved 
in  hostilities.  And  herft  he  could  not  re- 
frain from  noticing  the  hint  which  bad 
fallen  from  a  noble  lord  and  from  the  hon. 
gentleman  on  the  floor.  It  was  e?  ident 
that  in  estimatins  the  peace  establishment 
at  nineteen  millions,  a  troubled  state  of 
things  was  contemplated,  and  perhaps  the 
recurrence  of  bloody  wars  arising  out  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Congress.    But 
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the  singular  event  of  which  we  had  very 
recently  heard,  might  lead  to  a  civil  war 
in  Frapce.  In  such  a  case,,  be  protested 
against  the  inlerference  of  this  country  in 
any  way.  I  take  this  early  opportunity* 
concluded  Mr.  Whiibreadi  todeclare*  as  a 
hint  has  been  given  on  the  9ubjectp  that  I 
enter  my  solemn  protest  against  any  in- 
terference on  the  pari  of  this  country  ii) 
the  internal  affairs  of  France. 

Mr.  PhUipM  was  proceeding  to  make 
some  observations  on  the  partial  and  op* 
pressive  nature  of  the  proposed  taxes, 
when 

The  Cfiancellor  qfihe  Exchequer  observed, 
that  with  respect  to  one  of  those  taxes,  to 
which  the  objections  of  the  bon*  gentle- 
men were  probably  the  most  strong  (the 
tax  on  windows),  he  intended  tp  reserve  it 
for  further  consideration,  and  for  a  revision 
of  the  schedule. 

Mr.  Philips  then  adverted  to  the  pro- 
posed doty  on  cotton,  and  remarked  on 
the  inconsistency  of  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
nan,  who  no  longer  ago  than  last  session 
had  declared,  that  in  the  event  of  peace  it 
would  be  impossiblfB  for  our  manufacturers 
to  go  on  without  a  drawback,  and  who 
now  imposed  a  duty  of  ^d^  a  pound  on 
cotton  wool  imported  in  foroigfi  vessels, 
and  one  penny  a  pound  on  cotton  wool 
imported  in  British  vessels'!  l^rom  any 
advantage  proposed  by  this  ii^quality,  a 
countervailing  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
Americans  would  no  doubt  deprive  us. 
To  France  the  measure  would  be  highly 
beneficial.  In  all  the  arrangements  on 
this  subject  the  interest  of  France  seemed 
to  be  consulted,  rather  than  those  of  this 
country.  The  right  hon.  gentleman's 
firedictions  on  this  subject  wiin  respect  to 
France,  had  been  completely  falsified. 
No  duty  had  been  imposed  in  that  coun- 
try on  the  importation  of  cotton ;  and  the 
greatest  protection  was  there  afforded  to 
the  cotton  manufacture,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment that  the  right  hon.  gentleman  was 
devising  every  possible  means  to  bring 
purs  to  ruin.  The  passing  of  the  Corn 
Bill  in  that  House  bad  already  occasioned 
a  serious  alarm  in  the  ipanufacturing  dis- 
tricts of  the  country.  Was  it  desirable  at 
fiuch  a  moment  to  propose  niej^ures  the 
tendency  of  which  was  to  increase  dis- 
satisfaction ?  The  hon.  gentleman  here 
read  extracts  from  a  letter  which  he  had 
received  from  a  very  intelligent  indivi- 
dual, resident  in  the  manufacturing  dis- 
tricts, in  which  it  was  declared  that  the 
measures  about  to  be  pursued  would  occa- 


sion irretrievable  ruin  to  our  manufactures, 
and  must  compel  the  emigration  of  our 
manufacturers.  •  He  knew  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  contend  that,  it  was  iu 
the  nature  of  taxation  to  be  thrown  on 
the  consumer.  But  that  remark  would 
be  inapplicable  in  the  present  instance. 
With  respect  to  the  foreign  trade  in  parti- 
cular, it  was  impossible. 

Sir  John  Newpoti  said,  that  his  objection 
to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  chair  was» 
that  it  went  to  perpetuate  a  system  of 
voting  the  supplies  of  the  year  by  piece- 
meal, and  not  giving  sufficient  informa** 
tion  to  the  House,  contrary  to  the  old  and 
constitutional  practice.  The  taxes  might 
be  good  or  bad  relatively ;  and  that  was 
the  reason  why  they  ought  to  be  informed 
of  the  situation  of  the.  country.  Tho 
whole  demand,  and  every  article  of  it, 
should  be  known  before  the  supplies  wer« 
votejd.  In  time  of  war  it.  might  be  dilfet 
rent ;  but  in  peace,  they  should  return  to 
that  wholesome  principle. 

The  Clumodhr  qf  the  Exchequer  observed^ 
that  one  of  the  resolutions  was  to  con- 
tinue all  the  war  duties  of  excise,  "  with 
the  exception  pf  that  on  cotton  imported 
in  British  ^hipping."  The  whole  extent 
of  his  offending,  therefore,  was,  that  he 
did  not  propose  to  take  off  the  duty  on 
cotton  imported  in  foreign  shipping ;  the 
difference  of  expense  on  which  to  tho 
manufacturer  would  not  be  above  a  half> 
penny  a  pound. 

Mr.  Philipt  repeated  the  statement  of 
its  being  a  duty  of  5d,  a  pound. 

The  ChanotUflr  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  that  was  not  the  tax  then  under  con* 
sideration. 

Mr.  Pinlay  declared,  that  he  considered 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  as  the  most  for* 
midable  antagonist  that  the  manufacturing 
interest  of  the  country  had  ever  met  with. 
The  proposed  system  was  so  ruinous,  that 
he  would  give  it  the  roost  determined  op* 
position  in  every  instance.  By  it  the 
property  tax  would  not  merely  be  con* 
tinned  on  the  manufacturer-*it  would  be 
more  than  doubled.  A  manufacturer 
would  now  havo  to  pay  near  3,000/.'  a 
year,  who  had  probably  never  been  liable 
to  a  property  tax  of  more  than  1,000|« 
As  to  the  di&rence  between  the  duty  on 
cotton  imported  in  British  shipping  fund 
cotton  imported  in  foreign  shipping,  %• 
countervailing  duty  on  the  part  of  the 
American  government  .would  soonjequa^ 
lize  it. 

Mr.  ff.  FUtgerald  said«  that  the  only 
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doty  on  colton  in  Irelmd  was  a  permanent 
duty. 

Mr.  Etlioi  naid,  that  in  opposing  the 
motion,  he  gave  a  vote  which  he  wat 
obliged  to  give,  from  the  otter  want  of  in- 
formation to  satisfy  the  House  of  the  ne* 
cessity  of  the  taxes  they  were  aboat  to 
vote. 

The  House  then  divided  :  For  the  mo- 
tion, Q$ ;  Against  it,  24 ;  Majority  7 1. 

The  House  then  resoited  itself  into  the 
committee. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

Tuadt^t  March  1 4. 

Duty  on  Cotton.]  Mr.  PinUaf  pre- 
sented a  petition  from  the  cotton-spinners 
and  manufacturers  of  Glasgow,  praying 
for  a  repeal  of  the  doty  on  cotton*  and 
stating  that  the  drawback  on  cotton  ex- 
ported would  be  quite  ineSectual.  The 
hon,  member,  in  presenting  the  petition, 
made  some  observations  on  the  impolicy 
of  the  duty  proposed  to  be  laid  on  cotton 
imported  in  foreign  ships.  The  effect  of 
this,  he^  observed,  would  be  to  make  a 
dep6t  of  cotton  wool  in  Holland  or  France. 
American  ships  would  be  employed  to 
bring  the  cotton  from  America  to  the  con- 
tinent, and  British  ships  would  be  em- 
ployed merely  as  lighters  to  transport  it 
across  the  Channel.  The  American  go- 
vernment would  not  be  so  neglectful  as  to 
fail  to  impose  some  countervailing  duty 
on  the  exportation  of  cotton  wocm  from 
that  country,  in  British  ships,  so  that, 
without  benefiting  either  our  navigation 
or  our  revenue,  the  duty  would  only  tend 
to  excite  jealousy  between  the  two  coun- 
tries. The  progress  of  the  cotton  manu- 
factories in  France,  Prussia,  Saxony,  and 
other  continental  countries,  was  such  as  to 
threaten  an  ascendancy  in  those  articles, 
and  to  render  it  doubly  impolitic  to  throw 
any  additional  burthens  upon  our  manu- 
facturers.* It  was  his  intention  to  move  on 
some  future  day  for  a  select  committee  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  cotton  manu- 
factories, and  to  report  their  opinions 
thereon. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  t^ble. 

.Mr.  Whiibread  said,  that  in  consequence 
of  a  communication  from  the  noble  vis- 
count. Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  who 
was  indisposed,  he  should  defer  his  motion 
respecting  our  foreign  relations,  which 
stood  for  to-morrow,  to  Monday ;  and  he 
hoped  that,  as  he  bad  stated  the  reason  for 
his  postponement,  his  motion  on  that  day 


would  be  allowed  to  take  precedence  of 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Mr.r  Hmmar  asked  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exebeqoer  when  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
concluded  with  America  would  be  laid 
before  the  House,  and  whether  it  was  in- 
tended to  accompany  it  with  copies  of 
the  correspondence  which  took  place  ift 
the  course  of  the  negociaiion  at  Ghent  ? 
'  The  CkanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  the  treaty  would,  no  doubt,  be  laid 
before  the  House ;  but  that  be  was  not 
aware  of  any  intention  to  present  .^e 
papers  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  respecting  the  conduct  of  tho 
negociations  at  Ghent. 
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Wednesday,  March  1 5* 

Tax  on  Windows  of  MANUFACToaixs.] 
The^  Marquis  of  Lansdaome  stated,  that 
there  was  a  subject  to  which  he  was  de- 
sirous of  calling  their  lordships  attention 
without  delay,  with  respect  to  which 
many  petitions  would  have  been  pre- 
sented, if  t|ie  forms  of  the  House  had 
permitted  it ;  he  alluded  to  the  tax  which* 
from  the  votes  on  their  table,  they  knew 
to  be  in  contemplation  in  the  other  House, 
on  the  windows  of  warehouses  and  manu- 
factories. With  the  strong  opinion  whicb 
he  entertained  of  the  injustice,  impolicy, 
and  inhumanity  of  this  tax,  he  could  not 
suffer  the  matter  to  pass  without  taking 
the  earliest  opportunity  of  calling  the 
particular  attention  of  their  lordships  to 
ihe  subject.  He  was  convinced  that  no 
modification  that  could  be  devbed  by  the 
noble  earl  opposite  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  could  render  this  a  modfe 
of  taxation  which  ought  to  be  resorted  to. 
Without,  however,  enuring  now  at  length 
into  the  subject,  he  should  merely  ob- 
serve, that  it  was  impolitic,  as  light  and 
air  might  be  considered  as  part  of  the 
raw  material  in  such  manufactories,«-that 
the  tax  was  most  unjust,  because  it  had  no 
connexion  with  the  opulence  of  those  on 
whom  it  was  principally  to  fall ;  and  that 
it  was  inhuman,  because  of  the  injurious 
effect  which  it  must  have  on  the  hc^th  of 
those  employed  in  the  manufactories.  It 
was  well  known  that  at  best  the  crowding 
together  so  large  a  body  of  persons  as 
were  necessary  in  many  manufactories, 
was  far  from  being  favourable  to  health ; 
but  the  evil  would  be  increased  tenfold  if 
the  regulations  on  this  subject,  proposed  in 
the  Commons,  were  to  pas^  into  a  law. 
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He  hoped  the  noble  earl  and  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Excheqoer  woold  reconiider 
that  part  of  their  syitem  of  taxation,  and 
feel  it  consistent  with  their  duty  and  incli- 
nation to  abandon  this  interference  with 
the  Hght  and  air  in  these  manofactories. 
Being  himself  connected  with  a  manofac- 
toring  county,  he  conld  speak  on  this 
point  with  the  greater' confidence.  To 
the  remainder  of  the  taxes,  in  as  far- as 
they  affected  those  Articles  whicb  people 
itoald  have  an  option  whether  to  use  or  not, 
be  saw  no  objection.  He  might  have  some 
doabt  as  to  their  prodnctiTeness :  bnt  he 
bad  no  objection  to  tbenr  in  any  other 
point  of  f  lew  :  but  to  this  tax  on  the  win* 
dows  of  warehoQsefl  and  manafactories,  he 
was  decidedly  adverse,  and  he  coold  not 
help  stating,  at  this  early  opportunity, 
that  in  case  the  measure  came  to  that 
Hoase,  it  would  meet  with  his  decided 
opposition* 

CoaM  Bill.]  The  Etrl  of  Lioerpool,  In 
vising  to  move  the  second  reading  of  this 
Billy  which  proposed  to  legislate  on  a  sob* 
ject  so  delicate  in  its  nature,  and  so  deeply 
interesting  and  important  t6  alt  classes  of 
the  community,  said,  he  was  desirous  of 
having  it  understood,  that  the  opinion 
which  be  had  formed  respecting  it,  was 
not  one  hastily  takenop,  but  the  result  of 
long,  anxious,  and*  unbiassed  considera^ 
tion;  He  bad  been  for  the  last  three 
years  revolving  the  subject  in  his  mind, 
and  looking  at  it  in  every  possible  light, 
and  in  all  its  bearings  and  consequences ; 
he  had  read,  with  all  the  attention  in  his 
power,  all  the  evidence  which  had  been 
given  on  the  question,  and  all  tfae.publica* 
tions  which  had  been  given  to  the  i^orld, 
many  of  them  of  great  value,  on  both 
sides ;  and  he  had  done  so  certainly  without 
any  particular  bias  on  his  mind,  either 
one  way  or  the  othef.  There  were  sub- 
jects on  which  perhaps  any  mind  most 
be  under  soane  degree  of  bias,  in  favour  of 
one  view  of  the  subject  rather  than  an- 
.other ;  but  if  there  ever  was  a  question  on 
which  his  mind  was  totally  destitute  vf  all 
prejudice,  completely  free  from  any  undue 
bias  towards  one  particular  view  of  it 
raih^  than  another^  this  was  that  question. 
He  begged  pardon  of  the  House  for  thoi 
taking  up  its  time  on  a  point  which  might 
be  considered  as  personal  to  himself ;  but 
such  was  the  state  of  his  mind  with  re«- 
fpect  to  the  question  now  under  their 
lerdships  consideration. 

In  attending,  then,  to  this  important 
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subject,  the  firtft  view  of  it  which  pre* 
senied  itself  was  this — what  was  the  situa** 
tion^of  the  country  for  which  their  lord- 
ships Were  now  called  open  to  legislate  I 
The  country  was  to  be  regarded,  both  as 
a  great  agricultural  and  a  great  commer** 
cial  country ;  and  its  power  an<l  opulence 
were  founded  upon  and  derived  from,  npt  • 
one,  bnt  both  of  these  sources.  This 
ovght  to  be  carefully  kept  in  mind.  In 
considering  the  nature  atid  consequencea 
of  the  measure  which  he  now  propoeed  to 
their  lordships  for  adoption*^  He  said  that 
It  was  carefully  to  be  kept  in  mind,  be- 
cause it  would  show  that  we  ought  not  to 
be  too  much  inOoenced  by  any  line  of 
policy,  with  respect  to  this  subject,  which 
had'  been  adopted  by  countries  whose ' 
situation  and  circumstances  were  mate* 
rially  different  from  those  of  the  country 
for  which  their  lordships  were  now  to 
legislate.  The  policy  of  importation  had^ 
as  he  was  well  aware,  been  adopted  by  ^ 
many  small  republics,  ancient  and  mo* 
dern-^small  republics,  such  as  Holland, 
Genoa,  Venice,  and  others  that  might  be 
mentioned*  These  had  looked  to  foreign 
ooontries  for^heir  supplies  of  grain ;  and, 
aft  hx  as  they  were  concerned,  that  policy 
might  be  perfectly  sound  and  proper. 
But  what  was  their  situation }  and  what 
were  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
were  placed?  They  had  risen  by  their 
commercial  pursuits  to  a  rank  and  opn- 
lence  far  beyond  the  proportion  of  their 
territorial  extent  or  population.  Their 
condition  was  such,  that  they  coold  not 
have  done  so  by  the  encouragement  of 
agricultnre.  Their  territory  waft  too 
limited  to  admit  of  the  soccesslnl  adop* 
tion  of  any  locb  poHcy.  Even  their  po« 
polation  was  far  beyond  what  conld  be 
supported  by  the  produce  of  their  lands  ; 
and  the  extent  of  their  population,  as  well 
aa  their  worth,  power,  and  rank  among 
nations,  depended  upon  circomstoncea 
which  rendered  a  large  foreign  supply 
indispensably  necessary.  It  was  imfMM*^ 
sible  for  them  to  feed  their  populattoii 
without  these  snppliea  from  abrosd ;  and, 
therefore,  a  policy  which  should  have  for 
its  object  the  raising  at  home  as  much 
grain  as  should  be  sufficient  for  the  con* 
sumption  of  their  own  popidatton,  waft  to* 
tally  out  of  the  question.  That  popnia* 
tion,  though  very  large  in  proportion  to 
their  extent  of  territory,  wds  bnt  small 
when  compared  with  that  of  the  more 
considerable  nations  ;  and  a  policy  which 
might  be  extremely  fitting  to  be  adopted 
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by  a  state  whoM  popaklion  did  not  ex- 
ceed a  million  or  two  miliionty  might  be 
most  oofit  and  impro|>er  for  a  nation  wboie 
poDttlatiou  consisted  of  10«  15«  or  20 
millions.  A  nation  of  the  latter  descrip- 
tion cottid  not  sufler  itself  to  be  dependent 
on  foreign  supplies  for  the  necessaries  of 
life»  withoot  the  most  palpable  impolicy 
and  the  greatest  danger.  In  the  case  of 
a  nation  whose  wealth  and  power  were 
founded  partly  on  agricultural  industry, 
'  and  partly  on  commercial  industry,  the 
obvious  policy  was  to  encourage  both  in 
a  duo  proportion,  and  not  to  sacrifice  the 
one  to  the  other.  The  policy,  then,  of 
such  a  country  as  this  was  clearly^-that 
both  should  be  encouraged*  His  decided 
opinion  was,  that  the  commercial  interests 
of  the  country  ought  not  to  be  sacrificed 
to  the  agricultural ;  but  with  all  due  re- 
gard to  the  commercial  interest,*— and  he 
had  been  educated  in  a  school  where  he 
had  been  taught  highly  to  value  the  com- 
mercial interest,— he  must  also  say,  that 
the  agricultural,  interest  ought  not  to  be 
sacrificed  to  the  commercial.  The  ob- 
vious policy  was,  to  pay  attention  to  both 
ip  a  due  proportion.  While  he  said  this, 
however,  he  wished  carefully  to  guard 
against  its  being,  supposed  that  these  in* 
teresu  were  at  all  distinct  from  each  other. 
On  the  contrary,  he  trusted  he  should  be 
enabled  before  lie  sat  down  to  show  to  de« 
monstration  that  they  were  the  same. 

The  general  principle,  supposing  all 
nations,  or  at  least  the  most  considerable 
nations,  to  act  upon  it,  was,  that  ia  these 
cases  the  Legislature  ought  not  to  interfere, 
but  leave  every  thing  to  find  its  own  level. 
In  such  a  state  of  the  world,  it  was  per- 
fectly clear  that  every  nation  ought  to  be 
left  to  prosecute  without  interference  that 

S articular  species  of  industry  for  which, 
y  iu  nature  and  condition,  it  was  in  all 
respecU  best  adapted.  £ach  nation  could 
then  purchase  whatever  commodities  it 
night  require,  from  those  quarters  where 
they  could  be  raised  and  brought  home  at 
the  cheapest  rate,  and  of  the  best  quality. 
If  that  system  were  to  be  adopted  by  all  the 
considerable  nations  of  the  world,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  was  the 
system  which  all  must  consider  as  the 
most  proper  and  desirable.  But,  unfor- 
tunately, the  period  was  not  yet  arrived 
when  nations  would  have  the  wisdom  to 
act  upon  any  such  system.  It  was  unne- 
.cesser/ for  him  to  tell  their  lordships,  that 
the  actual  state  of  the  world  was  very 
difiVrent  from  what  it  must  be  before  any 
(VOL.XXXO 
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nation  in  particular  could,  with  sa&ty  rely 
upon  such  a  line  of  policy.    Then  if  such 
a  system  could  not.  be  pursued,  when  con* 
sidered  in  connection  with  the  regulations 
adopted  by  the  several  nations  of  the  world, 
ought  the  principle  to  be  acted  upon  by 
any  individual  nation's  having  regard  to 
the  difierent  descriptions  of  industry  pre* 
sented  within  its  own  limiu  ?    That  was  a 
more  doubtful  question.    But  this  at  least 
he  took  (to  be  clear,  that  no  nation  could 
so  far  act  upon  it  without  exceptions.    He 
admitted  that  these  exceptions  ought  to  be 
as  few  as  possible,  that  the  legislative  regu* 
lations  ought  to  be  as  limited  as*the  situatiois 
and  circumstances  of  the  nation  could  allow* 
But  still  exceptions  there  must  be ;   and 
with  respect  to  the  system  adopted  by  thia 
country,  he  had  only   to  request  their 
lordships  to  look  at  the  statute  beaks,  and 
see  how  numerous  the^e  exceptions  were* 
The  Legislature  bad  been  in  the  consians 
habit  of  interfering,  and  the  plan  had 
grown  op  and  extended  through  so  niany 
ramifications,  that  it  often  became  abso« 
lutely  necessary  to  afford  protection  to  one 
species  of  industry  in  order  to -prevent  ite 
falling  a  sacrifice  to  those  descriptions  of 
industry  which  otherwise  would  be  more 
favoured.      Many   of   these    cnactmenta 
might  not  have  been  deemed  proper  at  a 
more  advanced  period ;  and  if  their  lordr- 
ships  were  now  to  begin  on  a  new  system^ 
the  course  of  legislation  would  in  all  pro* 
bability  be  materially  different :  but  these 
statutes  bad  long  been  acted  upon,  and 
the  condition  of  the  country  had  in  a  grea^ 
measure  adapted  itself  to  the    system* 
Whatever  might  be  their  opinion  of  these 
measures,  if  they  had  been  for  the  first 
time  proposed,  they  must  now  take  theuL 
as  they  stood,  and  legislate  with  a  proper 
regard  to  the  existing  system,  considered 
in  all  its   bearings  and  relations.      The. 
nature  and  object  of  that  system  evidently- 
had  been  to  bolster  up  particular  descrip- 
tions of  industry  by  a  variety  of  protecting 
regulations..  What  was  the  state  of  their, 
legislation  with  respect  to  their  woollens, 
their  cottons,  their  silks,  their  po|teries» 
and  a  variety  of  other  manufactures  that 
might  be  mentioned  i    All  these  had  been 
encouraged  by  high    protecting  duties^ 
which  in  some  cases  amounted  almost  to 
a-prohibition,  so  that  foreign  commodities 
of  the  same  description  were  almost  en- 
tirely excluded  froo>  the  home  market.  ^ 
While  such  had  been  the  encouragement  ^ 
aflbrded  to  these  branches  of  industry, 
their  lordships  would  consider  frbat  would^ 
.    (N) 
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be  tbe  state  of  the  agricultural  interest  ff 
it  were  to  be  left  without  similar  encoo- 
ragement.  Under  such  circumstances^ 
not  to  protect  the  agricultural  interest, 
would  be  in  reality  to  discourage  it;  and 
no  one»  he  presumed,  would  contend .  that 
this  species  of  industry  onsht  to  be  directly 
discouraged.  This  argument  as  to  the 
expediency  of  reciprocal  protection,  was 
|)ot  confined  to  the  case  of  commerce  and 
agriculture  as  Tiewed  in  connexion  with 
each  other.  It  was  also  to  be  considered, 
that  one  branch  of  agricultural  produce 
tiras  already  protected.  The  importation 
bf  foreign  cattle  was  prohibited ;  and  if 
protection  was  to  be  afforded  to  any  de* 
icription  of  agricultural  produce,  he  con- 
beived  that  the  chief  encouragement  ooght 
to  be  given  to  the  production  of  grain. 
If  their  lordships  could  alter  the  whole 
system  upon  which  tbe  country  had 
liitherto  acted,  that  was  one  view  of  the 
subject ;  but  if  it  was  impossible  to  alter 
h,  or  if  it  was  thought  expedient  to  con- 
tinue rather  than  to  encounter  the  hazard 
Imd  inconvenience  of  alteration  now  that 
the  plan-  had  been  so  long  acted  upon, 
their  lordships,  he  apprehended,  must  in 

iustice  afford  protection  to  the  agricultural 
ndnstry  of  the  country ;  for  he  repeated 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  not  to 
protect  was  to  discourage.  He  had  said 
that  the  exceptioni  to  the  general  prin- 
ciple ought  to  be  as  few  as  possible ;  and 
there  were  some  who  thought  that  what* 
ever  the  exceptions  might  •  be  in  other 
cases,  the  commerce  of  grain  ooght  to  be 
free  and  unrestrained :  but  so  totally  did 
be  difl&r  from  that  opinion,  that  even  if  an 
entite  new  system  were  to  be  adopted,  he 
afaoold  say,  that  as  far  as  respected  tbe 
interests  of  the  com-grower,  and  the  navi- 
gation of  the  countrv,  some  protection 
ought  to  be  ffiren.  Though  every  other 
apeclet  of  industry  were  left  free  and  un- 
lestrained,  these,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to 
receive  particular  encouragement,  if  other 
countries  acted  on  ihe  same  system. 

Then  in  looking  at  this  measure  with  a 
view  to  the  commercial  as  well  as  the 
agricultural  interests  of  the  nation,  he  had 
been  induced  to  examine  what  had  been 
the  eflfect  of  the  policy  which  had  at  dif* 
ferent  times  been  pursued  by  this  country 
with  respect  to  the  subject  now  under 
consideration.  For  nearly  a  century,  up 
to  1760,  this  country  had  not  only  grown 
•  sufficiency  of  corn  for  its  own  support, 
but  even  oeen  an  exporting  country, 
ftom  1760  downwards  it  haS  been  an 


importing  country.  Durintf  the  first  of 
these  periodsf  the  agricofture  of  the 
country  had  been  protected  by  a  strong 
dttt}'  on  importation,  nearly  amounting  to 
a  prohibition.  That  system  was  given  up 
during  tbe  second  period,  though  It  might 
be  said  to  have  been  renewed  some  time 
since,  but  in  a  very  relaxed  degree.  One 
naturally  looked  back  to  a  period  when 
the  situation  of  things  was  so  different 
from  what  they  were  at  present.  He 
knew  there  were  a  number  of  persons 
who  thought  that  such  a  state  of  things, 
in  any  country,  was  by  no  means  bene* 
ficial.  It  had  been  contended,  that  an  ex« 
portinff  country  was  always  a  very  poor 
one.  With  respect  to  this  he  wished  to 
ask,  during  the  firs^  of  these  periods,  from 
the  reign  of  Charles  the  2nd  tp  1766, 
when  we  were  an  exporting  country,  if 
we  were  in  other  respects  deficient  in 
commerce 'or  industry,  or  if  our  manufac- 
tures were  decreasing'?  So  far  the  con- 
trary of  this,  while  we  were  an  exporting 
country  we  were  also  increasing  in  out 
population,  our  commerce,  and  our  manu- 
factures, as  much  as  we  had  increased 
since.  If  they  looked  back,  and  took  only 
the  period  from  the  Revolution  to  1750^ 
the V  would  find  that  our  foreign  commerce 
had  during  that  time  trebled;  thev  would 
find  that  the  exports  of  our  merchandise, 
which  at  the  Revolution  amounted  only  to 
4  millions,  in  I750  amounted  to  12  mil- 
lions, and  before  1756  to  between  14  and 
15  millions.  They  woiild  find  that  our 
shipping,  during  tbe  same  period,  bad 
nearly  trebled ;  they  would  find  t|)at  oar 
population,  though  on  thia  subject  they 
had  not  the  same  exact  daia  to  go  on,  waa 
increasing  rapidly  ;  that  our  domestic  in- 
dustry of  all  sorts  was  also  increasing 
rapidly.  It  could  not  be  said  that  thia 
arose  from  the  absence  of  national  debt, 
or  from  the  exemption  from  taxes ;  for 
daring  the  penod  to  which  he  was  allud- 
ing, and  at  one  time  in  particular*  our 
national  debt  waa  nearly  as  great  in  pro- 
portion to  our  wealth,  as  it  was  at  pre* 
sent ;  and  the  taxes  were  also  very  high. 
If  the  state  of  things  when  we  were  an 
exporting  country,  could  be  shown  to  be 
upon  the  whole  unfavourable,  if  the  pro- 
aperity  of  the  country  coald  be  called  iit 
question,  then  they  might  also  qoesUoQ 
whether  the  general  poverty  of  the  country 
in  all  other  respects  did  not  OMMre  than 
counterbalance  the  comparative  advantase 
of  being  an  expoHing  country.  But  whilst 
this  state  of  things  continued^  our  com* 
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0ieroe»  Iradc^  and  aaniifactiuces  were 
floorithingi  tod  the  price  of  grain  was 
more  aaiformly  cheap  than  had  ever  been 
known  either  before  or  since.  This 
prored  that  the  policy  of  aflbrdin|(  pro- 
lection  to  oor  agricoltore,  was  not  incon- 
Mfteot  with  the  floarishiog  state  of  oar 
trade,  menufactiireSf  or  industry,  in  all 
other  respects* 

He  now  came  to  the  principle  of  the 
Bill,  with  respect  to  the  policy  of  render- 
ing ourself  68  as  independent  as  possible  of 
foreign  sopply,  as   he   had  already  he 
thought  stated  there  could  be  no  doubt.  It 
was  not  a  question  in  this  case  as  to  the 
interestt  of  the  Euj^lish  landlord  or  the 
Irish  landlord,  nor  did  he  profess  to  move 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill  upon  any 
such  ground.    The  great  object  was  the 
interest  of  the  consumer;    and  this,  he 
contended,  would  be  efiectually  promoted 
by  the  present   measure,   the  eftct  of 
which  would  be  to  render  grain  cheaper 
instead  of  dearer.    The  important  point 
to  attain  was  a  steady  and  moderate  price. 
In  ancient  times,  when  the  system  of  gra^ 
naries  was  acted  upon,  this  was  necessa- 
rily the  object*    To  have  exhausted  the 
granaries,  in  order  to  gi?e  an  extraordi- 
nary cheapness  to  grain,  could  only  be 
followed  by  scarcity  and  dearness;   'so, 
where  the  supply  was  fluctuating,  a  year 
of  extraordinary  cheapness  most  necessa- 
rily be  followed  by  one  of  dearness,  un* 
less  measures  were  adopted  to  insure  a 
regular   domestic   supply,  and    by  this 
means  a  uniform,  steady,  and  moderate 
price.    The  great  object  was  to  prevent 
that  fluctuation  in  the  price  of  the  first 
necessary  of  life  which  was  so  injurious 
to  the  consumer.    This  had  been  the  ob- 
ject of  the  measures  of  this  nature  that 
iiad  been  before  resorted  to;    but  there 
was  now  a  most  important  consideration 
which  had  not  then  been  entered  into,  he 
alliided  to  the  supply  from  Ireland.  Since 
the  Act  of  1800  for  allowing  the  free  in- 
tercourse of  grain  with  Ireland,  it  had  be* 
come  evident  from  the  supply  sent  from 
thence  here,  that  it  was  only  necemary  to 
permit  capital  to  flow  then*|  and  that  there 
was  then  no  limit  to  the  quantity  which 
might  be  furnished  from  Ireland  for  the 
supply  of  this  part  of  the  United  King- 
dom.   He  admitted  that  grain  might  & 
raised  cheaper  there  than  in  England; 
but  this  circumstance,  which  formed  the 
basis  of  an  argoment  of  a  noble  earl 
(Grey)  on  a  foraser  niabt,  presented  no 
objection  to  the  present  BilL    The  object 


was  not  the  protection  of  the  English  or 
the  Irish  landlord,  but  the  general  inte- 
rests of  the  empire,  the  general  interests 
of  its  agriculture,  and  the  general  interests 
of  the  great  mau  of  consumers  in  the 
whole  United  Kingdom.  Even  if  the 
consequence  must  be  to  lower  the  rents  of 
the  £nfflisb  lamilords,  and  raise  those  of 
the  IriM  landlords^  still  he  contended  that 
thb  formed  no  argument  whateTor*  in  hia 
view  of  the  question,  against  the  Bill^ 
which  embraced  the  whole  intereita  of 
the  empire. 

It  had  been  said  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence  to  justify  the  price  of  80f.    The 
fact  was,  that  toe  evidence  upon,  this  point 
varied  from  72».  to  9G9.    The  medium  of 
these  prices,  according  to  tiie  weight  of 
the  evidence,  might  perhaps  have  beea 
accurately  calculated  by  a  noble  lord  on, a 
former  night  at  85s. ;  but  under  the  circum* 
stances  of  a  diminution  of  taxation  and  of 
other  burthens  upon  agriculture,  the  pric^ 
of  80ff.  had  been  fixed  upon,  and  that  h^ 
msinuined  was  a  fair  proteicting  price. 
It  had  been  argued  most  fallaciously,  as 
be  contended,  that  this  import,  price  of 
80f.  would  be  the  mwMniai  price  of  the 
market.    This  was  nesatived  by  all  ex* 
perience,  it  appearing  by  the  returns  that 
the  market  price  had   been   uniformly 
below  the  import  price,  except  i%  years  ef 
scarcity,  and  the  following;  years,  when 
the  consequences  of  scarcity  were  neces* 
sarily  felt.    Instead  of  being  the  eunwitiw, 
the  import  price  had  been  generally  more . 
the  mmmmm  in  the  market.    There  was, 
therefore,  no  ground  for  believing  that  the 
import  price  of  80s.  would  be  the  ntmimum 
price  in  the  market,  except  in  years  of 
scarcity  and  those  years  which  mllowed, 
when  the  consequences  of  that  scarcity 
were  of  course  felu    Even  admitting,  how- 
ever, that  the  price  would  be  80i.,  still  he 
contended,  that  the  price  of  the  quartern 
loaf  ought  not  to  be  more  than  Is.,  a  price 
which  could  not  now  be  felt  by  the  con* 
somer  at  an  evil.   Much  misrepresentatioa 
had  gone  forth  upon  this  subject;  and 
from  the  quarter  through  which  it  had  come« 
that  the  effect  of  this  measure  (still  taking 
the  import  price  of  80f.  as  the  market 
price)  would  be  to  raise  the  price  of  the 
quartern  loaf  to  U.  4d.,  it  certainly  waa 
not  to  be  wondered.at  that  such  should  bo 
the  belief.    He  had  no  doubt  from  the 
information  he  bad  received,  that  many  of 
the  petitioners  to  that  House  against  the 
roeasnre,  had  been  induced  to  petition  ia 
consequence  of  this  erroneous  im^ressioni 
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and  that  they  Would  not  persist  in  com- 
plaining of •  it/ were  they  convinced  that 
ihe  price  of  the  quartern  loaf,  even  if  the 
market  price  of  grain-  should  equal  the 
import  price,  would  not  be  raised  above  \b. 
That  the  price  should  be  above  that  under 
the  present   measure,  taking  the  market 
price  of  grain  at  80i.  was  to  be  attributed  to 
the  erroneous  system  of  the  assise  of  bread, 
Spvhich  had  no  connexion  with  the  present 
Bill.     He  by  no  n»eans  admitted,  that  the 
effect  of  the  present  measure  would  be  to 
raise  the  market  price  of  grain  to  8O1.  as 
the  minimum.     On  the  contrary,  reasoning 
from  all  experience  upon  the  subject,  he 
was  convinced  that  it  would  have  a  ten- 
dency to  lower  the  price  of  grain,  and 
keep  it  steady  and  moderate.    It  had  been 
«rgued,  that  the  effect  of  this  measure 
would  be,  by  raising  the  price  of  provi- 
sions to  raise  the  price  of  labour,  and  thus 
compel  our  manufacturers  to  emigrate,  by 
enabling  foreign  nations  to  undersell  them, 
fie  contended,  however,  that  the  success 
of  our  manufactures  did  not  depend  upon 
cheapness  of  labour,  but  upon  capital,  credit 
iand  fuel.   The  superior  advantages  we  de- 
jHved  from  capital  and  credit  were  well 
Icnown,  an  inestimable  advantage  was  also- 
our  abundance  of  fuel.   The  importance  of 
this  latter  article  was  clearly  shewn  by  the 
thriving4>establishment8  of  manufactories 
in  those  count|-ies  where  wcoal  as  plenti- 
ful ;    our  mat  ezretleiice  in  machinery 
gave  us  likewise  a  decided  superiority. 
Cheapness  of  labour  was,  therefore,  a  se- 
condary consideration,  and  they  had  the 
evidence  of  the  manufacturers  themselves 
tit  the  hwr  of  the  House  with  regard  to  the 
Orders  in  Council,  that  they  considered 
-cheapness  of  labour  as  comparatively  of 
little  consequence.    As  to  the  labourers 
ifaemselves  who  were  employed  in  manu- 
factures, he  had  no  doubt  that  if  they  had 
to  choose  betweien  cheapness  of  bread  and 
a  reduction  of  wages,  and  bread  at  its  pre- 
sent price  with'  their  present  wages,  they 
would  not  hesitate  to  prefer  this  latter. 
MTith  regard  to  the  effect  in  the  jrise  of  the 
price  of  graiRi  compared  with  that  of 
wages,  there  was  no  doebt  that  wages, 
particularly  of  labouiers  by  the  day  or 
Week,  had  risen  in  proportion  to  the  rise 
tn  the  price  of  grain,  the  wages  of  those 
who  worked  by  the  piece  had  not  perhaps 
risen  in  the  same    proportion.      What, 
however,  was  there  in  other  conntriea  of 
superior  cheapness  ?   They  had  th^  evi- 
dence of  *a  commonication  made  to  the 
French  {legislative  Body  by  a  men|ber  of 
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the  Executive  Government,  that  gr^in  in 
that  country  had  risen  in  32  years,  from 
1756  to  I7b8,  from  *26t.  to  50$*  a  quarter. 
Thus,  therefore,  the  rise  in  this  country 
from  1756,  from  42«.  to'SOf.  was  only  in 
the  same  proportion  as  that  in  France  ; 
and  let  it  be  recollected,  that  during  the 
period  of  32  years  our  principal  manufac- 
tures were  brought  to  perfection,  to  that 
state  in  which  their  productions  were  so 
decidedly  superior  to  those  of  the  manu- 
factures of  other  nations. 

It  had  been  urged  against  this  measure*, 
that  it  would  have  an  injurious  effect  upon 
this  great  metropolis,  by  greatly  increas- 
ing the  price  of  grain  in  London  com- 
pared with  the  country  districts.  The 
returns  upon  the  table,  however,  proved 
that  it  was  decidedly  an  error  to  suppose 
that  the  price  in  the  London  market  was 
above  that  in  the  conntry,  it  being  ren- 
dered evident,  that  for  a  series  of  years, 
except  in  a  very  few  instances,  the  prico 
in  the  London  market  was  actually  lower 
than  the  average  of  the  twelve  maritime 
districts.  It  was  therefore  evident  that 
the  measure  could  not  have  the  effect  im- 
puted to  it  of  io  greatly  raising  the  price 
in  the  London  market,  still  less  of  raising 
it  so  far  above  the  import  price,  which 
was  erroneously  assumed  as  the  market 
price.  London  also,  it  should  be  recol- 
lected, was  a  port,  with  a  great  number  of 
advantages  with  regard  to  importation, 
and  itself  situated  in  the  midst  of  corn 
counties,  with  a  great  facility  of  supply. 
If,  therefore,  any  momentary  inconve- 
nience was  sustained  in  consequence  of 
the  vast  supply  required  for  the  consump- 
tion of  this  grest  metropolis,  it  was  soon 
amply  compensated  for  by  a  supply 
more  than  adequate  ttf  the  demand. 

He  had  thus  gone  through  the  princi- 
pal arguments  applicable  tp  the  question. 
He  most,  however,  observe,  that  the  agri- 
cnltoral  labourer,  who  had  not  the  same 
means  of  making  his  complaints  known  as 
the  labourers  m  other  classes,  was  folly 
entitled  to  their  lordships  attention,  as  the 
the  distress  of  that  dass  of  persons  most 
be  a  set ioQs  evil  to  the  country.  It  was 
with  these  views  of  the  subject  that  he 
moved  the  second  reading  of  the  present 
Bill,  convinced  that  a  reasonable  protec- 
tion of  the  agricoltore  of  the  country  was 
essentially  necessary  to  the  general  wel* 
fare.  He  did  not  mean  in  the  least  t^ 
ondervaJoe  our  commerce  or  oor  manafac- 
tores ;  hot  when  pot  in  competition  wit4 
the.  immense  resoarces  to  be  derised  ft^ns 
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ibe  cerlftinty  of  a  dometiic  supply  of  the 
fini  necetitriM  of  life,  they  were  compa- 
ratively trifling.  To  those  who  •  said  that 
we  might  always  obtain  a  supply  from 
foreign  nations,  he  need  only  remind  them 
of  the  immense  advantages  of  being  en* 
ablcd  to  rely  opon  oar  own  resources. 
The  article  of  naval  stores,  for  which  we 
were  partly  dependent  upon  fnreign  na- 
tions, it  had  been  said  we  could  always 
procure— but  what  was  the  efiect  of 
this  dependence  ?  The  article  of  hemp  had 
been  raised  during  the  war  from  40/.  to 
60/.  and  afterwards  to  100/.  per  ton.  This, 
h  was  true,  was  of  comparatively  little 
importance,  making  merely  a  difference 
to  the  country  of  200,000t  in  the  naval 
estimates;  but  what  would  be  the  efiect 
»f  WO' were  dependent  in  the  same  way 
•pon  foreign  nations  for  the  necessary  ar- 
ticles of  subsistence,  the  price  of  which 
fhey  might  raise,  or  altogether  withhold 
tbero  at  pleasure  ?  It  was  unnecessary  to 
enlarge  upon  this,  the  dreadful  conae* 
qoences  of  such  a  policy  must  be  obvious 
to  every  one.  At  the  close  of  the  American 
war,  it  was  said  that  the  sun  of  this  country 
had  set  never  to  rise ;  but  evenu  had  prov- 
ed, that,  relying  opon  our  own  resources, 
we  bad  been  enabled  to  carry  on  success- 
fully a  twenty  years  war,  and  to  cover 
ourselves  with  glory  and  ranown*  It  was 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  we  should 
look  at  home  for  those  resources  which 
the  country  was  so  well  able  to  fbraish, 
and  by  extending  the  fostering  hand  of  pro* 
tection  to  render  those  resources  available 
to  all  the  purposes  of  national  greatness. 
By  agreeing  to  this  Bill  nothing  was  risked, 
but  in  what  a  dangerous  situation  migbt 
we  not  be  placed  if  the  measure  were  re- 
jected !  If  the  Bill  were  passed,  and  any 
inconvenience  were  found  to  arise  from  it, 
a  remedy  migbt  be  immediately  applied ; 
but  if  the  measure  was  rejected,  and  capi- 
tal in  oonseqoence  withdrawn  from  agri- 
culture, fifiy  years  might  be  necessary  to 
replace  us  in  our  present  situation.  A 
great  and  alarming  evil  might  thus  be  pro* 
doced  by  rejecting  the  BiH  and  dtscoorag- 
ing  and  diminishing  agricnlture,  by  ren- 
dering us  dependent  upon  foreign  nations 
,  for  a  supply  which  they  might  withhold 
or  increase  the  price  of  at  pleasure ;  whilst 
by  passing  the  BiU,  encooragement  and 
anpport  would  bo  given*to  the  agriculture 
of  the  country,  tending  to  the  material 
increase  of  our  own  resources,  and  conse- 
quently of  our  prosperity  ;  and  if  any  evil 
|(racti0ally  aroio  from  tba  Bill«  a  ifmedy 


might  be  promptly  and  immediately  ap* 
plied.  His  lordship  concluded,  by  moving 
the  second  reading  of  the  Bill* 

The  Earl  of  CarHsie  lamented  that  tho 
motion  of  his  noble  friend  near  htm  (earl 
Grey)  had  not  been  acceded  to,  as,  in  that 
case,  their  lordships  might  have  been  put 
in  possession  of  more  ample  information 
on  this  most  difficult  subject.  He  con* 
tended,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  argu* 
ment  of  the  noble  earl  who  had  just  sat 
down  wu  fallacious.  The  noble  earJ  had 
contended,  that  a  high  price  of  corn,  pro^ 
ducing  a  high  price  of  labour,  was  by  no 
means  injurious  to  the  labouring  classes  of 
the  community.  This  might  be  true  to  a 
certain  extent;  but  there  could  be  no 
doubt  that,  to  the  lowest  rank  of  those 
classes  to  the  individuals  who  worked  by 
task,  a  high  price  of  corn  would  be  pro* 
doctive  of  infinite  misery,  as  it  Ivould  not 
be  attended  by  any  circumstance  of  alle- 
viation*  He  was  £ir  from  thinkine  thaft 
legislative  interference  was  demanm)  by 
the  great  mau  of  the  agricultural  interest 
of  the  country.  Tbia  he  knew,  that  in  the 
county  in  which  his  own  possessionawero 
situated,  not  a  single  tenant  of  his  had  ex* 
pressed  any  wish  pn  the  anbject.  Further 
north,  it  was  welllenowtt  to  their  lordships, 
that  wool  was  Ihe  article  in  the  produce  oi' 
which  the  community  at  large  were  most 
interested;  and  unquestionably  no  de- 
preciation had  taken  place  in  the  value  of 
that  article.  He  remembered  himself 
having  sold  wool  at  7«.  a  stone;  he  had 
lately,  however,  sold  it  at  24e.  a  stone  ; 
and  had  he  been  as  sagacious  as  some  of 
his  neighbours,  he  might,  by  waiting  a 
little  longer^  have  procured  32f.  He  waa 
firmly  persuaded  that  the  measure  before 
their  lordships  was  one  which  ought  not 
to  be  precipitated ;  and  he  intreated  thena 
to  pause,  in  order  that,  if  possible,  the 
doud  which  reeled  on  the  subject  might 
be  dispelled  by  the  production  of  further 
information. 

Earl  Panaeut  observed,  that  he  cer* 
tainly  was  one  of  those  individuals  to 
whom  it  had  been  most  unjustly  imputed 
that  they  were  biassed  by  their  interest  in 
their  proceedings  on  this  subject  The 
whole  of  bis  life  had  unquestionably  been 
spent  in  connexion  with  the  agricultural 
part  of  the  community.  He  paid  the 
highest  compliment  to  the  liberal,  en- 
lightened, and  comprehensive  view  of  the 
subject  which  had  been  taken  by  the 
noble  earl  who  had  moved  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  and  he  confessed  that 
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bis  own  t^rivate  opinion  had  oftgittMy 
bflen  in  favour  of  the  measure ;  bat  on  a 
fall  consideration  of  all  the  circnmatances 
of  the  case,  and  particularly  on  account  of 
the  very  general  sentimenl  which  had 
been  expressed  by  petitions  from  all  parts 
of  the  conntry— •petitions  which  he  was 
happy  to  observe  were  couched  in  the 
most  tetabperateand  becoming  language— ^ 
he  was  disposed  to  decline  giving  his 
assent  to  the  Bill  passing  into  a  law. 

Lord  GrewiUe  rose  to  state  his  opinion 
on  this  questioii— a  question  of  the  highest 
national  importance  as  relating  to  an 
article  of  the  first  necessity^-a  question 
respecting  which  no  consideration,  no 
feeling,  no  intemperance  either  of  one 
party  or  of  another,  should  prevent  him 
ffom  discharging  his  dotv.  He  owned 
that  the  first  moment  he  heard  that  such 
a  measure  as  that  before  their  lordships 
was  id*  contemplation,  he  had  formed  a 
decided  opinion  that  if  the  project  were 
carried  into  effect^  it  would  be  productive 
of  infinite  mischief  to  the  community  at 
large.  At  that  time  he  conceived  that  it 
originated  with  a  very  few  individuals; 
but  when  ht  discovered  that  it  was  not 
founded  on  the  insulated  opinion  of  a  few 
individuals,  however  respectable  in  cha- 
racter,  but  that.it  had  been  adopted  by  his 
Majesty's  Government,  and  was  to  receive 
ihe  support  of  all  their  influence,  he  felt 
the  seriousness  of  the  occasiim ;  he  felt 
that  the  interval  which  would  elapse  be- 
fore the  measure  would  com6  under  the 
consideratioh  of  their  lordships  would  be 
too  short,  even  with  all  that  previous  know* 
iedge  of  which  an  attentive  examination 
of  it  at  former  periods  had  possessed  him, 
to  admit  him  even  satisfactorily  to  review 
that  previous  knowledge,  and  the  grounds 
of  that  original  opinion,  in  a  way  com* 
mensurate  to  the  importance  of  the  subject, 
much  less  to  acquire  all  that  additional  in* 
f^nrmation  which  recent  ctfcumstances  had 
^rendered  so  indispensably  necessary  to  a 
wise  and  deliberate  decision  upon  it.  But 
while  he  thus  lamented  the  unbecomiuff 
precipitation  which  had  been  manifested 
on  this  occasion,  be  begged  that  that 
regret  might  not  be  attributed  to  any  new 
doubts  which  had  arisen  in  bis  own  mind, 
pr  which  had  been  produced  by  any  thing 
which  h^  had  seen  or  heard  in  that  House 
or  elsewhere,  or  by  the  man  of  enli|;ht* 
toed  discussion  which  had  been  in  vanous 


ways  submitted  to  the  public  on  the  sub- 
ject. On  the  contrary,  his  original  opi* 
iiiMi  bad  beenatrengthened  J>^  ml  that  bo 
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had  thus  seen  and  heard,  and  qiost  of  all 
by  that  whioh  had  just  fallen  from  the 
noble  earl  on  the  opposite  bench.  He  waa 
now  no  lon^per  left  to  conjecture  the  rea- 
sons  by  which  the  supporters  of  the  Bill 
were  influenced.  The  noble  earl  had  de» 
tailed  the  motives  by  which  they  were 
actuated ;  and  he  must  say,  that  the  de« 
cided  conclusion  to  which  that  detail  had 
brought  him  was,  that  the  motives  were 
inadequate  to  the  support,  not  alone  of  a 
measure  of  the  extent  proposed,  but  of  any 
legislative  interference  whatever  on  the 
subject.  Precipitate  as  had  been  the  atepa 
taken  by  the  advpcales  of  the  Bill,  and 
much  as  it  was  to  be  regretted  that  so 
little  time  had  been  allowed  for  investiga* 
tjon  and  discussion,  it  was  some  consola- 
tion to  their  lordships  that  no  inoonsider* 
able  information  was  to  be  derived  from 
thf>  report  of  their  lordships  committee. 
Any  one  who  looked  at  that  report,  as  well 
as  at  the  report  of  the  committee  of  another 
place— who  recollected  the  conversations 
which  had  occurred  tmong  their  lordships 
on  the  subject  last  year,  and  who  had  read 
the  publications  which  had  appeared  upon 
it,  must  allow  that  he  would  not  be  guiky 
of  any  great  mis*statement,  if  he  declar^ 
that  ho  had  conceived  the  arguments  of 
the  advocates  of  the  Bill  to  rest  principally 
on  th^  urgent  distress  of  the  agriculturistt 
and  of  the  indispensable  necessity  of  re« 
lleving  htm  from  the  pressure  which  the 
diminution  of  the  price  of  com  bad  brought 
upon  him.  It  was  an  unquestionable 
principle  of  domestic  policy,  thait  a  legis* 
lature  had  no  right  to  relieve  one  class  of 
the  community  at  the  expense  of  another 
class.  To  do  that,  would  be  not  to  dis<* 
tribute  that  equal  justice  which,  they  were 
bound  to  distribute  to  all  classes;  If  it 
were  possible  to  relieve  the  distress  of  one 
class  (and  he  could  assure  their  lordshipe 
that  no  one  felt  more  sensibly  than  him* 
self  the  distress  of  any  large  portion  of 
the  people)  without  throwing  the  burthen 
on  any  other  class,  a  measure  by  which 
such  an  efieot  would  bo  produced,  should 
receive  his  cordial  concurrence;  but  oa 
the  contrary,  in  a  case  in  which  gain  could 
not  be  crei^,  in  which  loss  could  not  be 
avoided;  in  which  all  that  could  be  done 
was  to  change  the  pressure  from  one  body 
of  people  to  another  body  of  people,  be 
would  earnestly  deprecate  any  legislative 
proceeding  wlwtever.  If,  therefore,  the 
measure  under  their  lordships  considera* 
tion  had  rested  on  these  latter  grounds^  he 
must  huTa  characteriaed  it  aa  ooa  utterly 
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anbecomtogi  and  aiierly  anwonhrof  tbeir 
lordibipt  adoption.  It  was  therefore  that 
he  felt  great  pleasure  (from  whatever 
caate  the  change  inight  hare  proceeded) 
in  heartog  the  noble  earl  disclaim  any  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  sapporten  of 
the  Bill  of  considering  the  agricoltoral 
interest  in  preference  to  any  other  interest 
4>f  the  conntry.  So  partial  a  proposition, 
had  it  been  made,  would,  he  trusted,  hare 
been  received  )>y  their  lordships  as  any 
•partial  proposition  ought  to  be  received^* 
the  more  especially  as  the  interests  which 
it  would  have  advised  them  exclusively  to 
consider»  were  so  intimately  connected 
with  those  of  their  lordships.  This  inten- 
tion, however,  had  been  disclaimed,  and 
the  qnestion  now  remained  to  be  argued 
as  m  qnestion  of  a  general  nature,  to  be 
determined  on  the  grounds  of  general  ad- 
vantage dr  evil— without  reference  to  the 
larming  or  to  any  other  particular  interest 
—without  feference  to  present  times  or 
circnmstances-»bot  with  reference  alone 
to  sttch  a  system  of  enlarged  and  liberal 
policy  aa  might  ultimately,  if  not  imme- 
diately, be  productive  of  the  greatest 
benefits  to  the  whole  mass  of  the  popuia- 
.tion  of  the  empire. 

Sore  he  iras  that  there  was  no  man 
among  their  lordships  so  destitute  of  en- 
lightened views  on  this  subject  as  not  to 
feel  that  it  was  with  this  general,  and  not 
with  any  particular  bearing,  that  it  ought 
to  be  discussed.  There  was,  however, 
cme  remark  made  by  the  noble  earl, 
which  he  was  sorry  to  hear,  and  which 
he  confessed  had  excited  his  surprise, 
aa  it  appeared  to  attach  importance  to 
a  consideration,  which  he  had  hoped 
better  information  had  dismissed  from  all 
their'  minds.  The  noble  earl  had  told 
them  that  they  were  to  look  at  the  actual 
situation  of  the  policy  of  the  coontrv ;  and 
in  considering  the  propriety  of  adopting 
measures  for  the  permanent  protection  of 
/  agriculture,  to  recollect  that  legislative 
measorei  had  already  been  adopted  for 
the  protection  of  commerce  and  manufac- 
tures. He  owned  that  he  should  have 
thought  the  noble  earl's  speech  more  con* 
sonant  to  a  wise  policy,  had  such  an  allu* 
aton  been  altosother  excluded  from  it. 
The  consideration,  whether  the  dutier 
which  ,had  been  imposed  some  centuries 
ago  on  the  importation  of  foreign  manu- 
factures, were  founded  on  a  wise  or  unwise 
view  of  the  s«bject|  bad  nothing  to  do  with 
the  present  question,  which  rested  on  its 
own  merits,  and  vbich  ought  to  be  de- 


Maecr  15,  1815. 


[190 


cided  without  any  extrinsic  reference. 
The  just  and  only  consideration  for  their 
lordships  at  present  was,  what  efiect  the 
present  measure  vrould  have  on  the  inte- 
rests of  the  community  ?  If  the  measures 
which  had  formerly  been  adopted  for  the 
protection  of  trade  and  manufactures  were 
right,  let  them  be  continued ;  if  wrong  (of 
which  the  noblo  earl  himself  seemed  to 
have  little  doubt,)  let  them  be  abrogated ; 
not  suddenly,  but  with  that  caution  witk 
which  all  policy,  however  erroneous,  so 
engrafted  into  our  usage  by  time,  should 
be  chansred ;  but  let  it  be  consecrated  aa 
a  principle  of  legislation,  that  in  no  case 
should  the  grounds  for  advising  the  Legis* 
lature  to  a&rd  any  particular  proteotioi^ 
rest  on  the  protection  which  might  have 
been  afforded  in  any  other  quarter.  In  fact, 
he  could  not  well  conceive  how  the  noble 
earl  could  argue,  that  measures,  which  he 
admitted  to  have  been  wrong  with  respect 
to  manufactures,  would  nevertheless  be 
right  with  respect  to  agriculture.  If  there 
were  two  great  branches  of  national  inte* 
rest,  the  one  subject  to  the  operation  of  • 
system  comparatively  termed  wise,  theother 
subject  to  the  operation  of  a  system  al- 
lowed to  be  erroneous  and  mischievous^ 
what  necessity,  he  would  ask,  existed 
for  making  tbeia  systems  uniform  at  all  i 
If  such  a  neceaity  did  exist  fwhioh  be 
absolutely  denied),  ought  not  the  Legis* 
lature  to  endeavour  lo  produce  that  uni^ 
fermitjr*  by  taking  such  steps  as  would 
bring  back  to  the  line  of  right  the  systena 
that  was  acknowledged  to  be  unwise, 
rather  than  to  distort  from  the  line  of 
right  the  system  which  was  acknowledge^ 
to  be  wise  ?  Was  not  the  first  of  these' 
attempts  to  be  advised,  and  was  not  the 
last  to  be  deprecated  ?  And  let  it  be  con- 
sidered that  our  national  interests  did  noV 
form  themselves  into  two  great  branches. 
A  great  majority  of  the  people,  as  els' 
the  one  hand  they  could  not  be  be- 
nefitted by  any  prohibition  for  the  pro<- 
tection  of  the  manofocturer,  so  on  the 
other  they  could  not  be  benefitted  by 
any  prohibition  for  the  protection  of  the 
agriculturist,  unless,  indeed,  that  prohibi* 
tion  bad  the  efiect  of  lessening  the  price 
of  corn,  which  was  a  subject  of  separate 
and  subsequent  consideration.  This  great 
•majority  however,  uninterested  as  they 
were  on  the  subject,  were  already  subject 
to  great  restraint,  in  consequence  of  the 
prohibitions  that  had  been  adopted  for  the* 
protection  of  the  manufacturer ;  and,  if  the 
Bill  before  their  lordships  should  pass  into 
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a  law,  they  would  be  tobjecl  to  farther 
and  much  greater  restraint,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  prohibitions  that  wonld  be 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  agricul- 
torist.  It  would  be  an  extraordinary  mode 
of  doing  justice,  thus  to  declare  that  be« 
cause  a  large,  the  largest,  part  of  the  com- 
munity were  already  oppressed  by  favours 
shown  to  one  particular  class,  they  should 
be  still  farther  oppressed  by  favours  shown 
to  another  particular  class.  The  facts  on 
which  this  argument  rested  were  these  :-— 
It  was  about  three  centuries  ago  that  this 
prohibitory  system  commenced,  by  the 
entire  prohibition  of  some  articles  of  fo- 
reign commerce,  and  by  the  imposition  of 
prohibitory  duties  on  others.  But  if  the 
operation  of  those  laws  were  considered  at 
the  present  moment,  it  would  be  found  that 
they  were  almost  null.  They  were  not 
entirely  null,  because  the  abrogation  of 
some  of  those  prohibitions  would  much 
benefit  the  British  manufacturer.  A  great 
mass  of  the  manufactuijers  of  this  country 
were  so  far  from  wishing  for  the  protection 
of  the  Legislature  against  foreign  compe- 
lition,  that  it  was  well  known  to  their 
lordships  that  those  manufacturers  were 
iible  to  undersell  their  competitors  in 
foreign  markets; 

He  stated  this  with  the  more  confi* 
dence,  because  it  was  not  bb  single  opi- 
nion. He  had  that  morning  received  the 
'  result  of  a  meeting  of  the  woollen  manu- 
facturers of  Gloucestershire-^forming  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  manufac- 
turers of  the  kingdom,  and  whose  maiui- 
fskcture  had  in  former  times  received,  in  a 
peculiar  degree,  legislative  protection,— 
and  be  would  communicate  to  their  lord- 
ships their  opinion  on  the  subject.  He 
should  do  this  with  the  more  satisfaction, 
as  thai  opinion  would  tend  to  solve  a  doubt 
which  seemed  to  exist  in  the  mind  of  a 
noble  friend  of  his  (earl  Grey),  who  bad 
so  eloquently  but  so  fruitlessly  endea- 
voured to  persuade  their  lordships  to  allow 
further  time  for  the  consideration  of  this 
most  important  question.  His  noble  friend 
bad  observed,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
say  that  the  asriculturist  ought  not  to  be 
enabled  to  obtam  more  for  his  corn  if  he 
were  compelled  to  pay  more  for  his  coat. 
To  this  remark  the  Gloucestershire  woollen 
manufacturers  made  a  most  satisfactory 
reply.  He  would  read  to  their  lordships 
an  exftact  from  their  resolutions.  After 
expatiating  on  the  advantages  which  the 
country  bad  derived  from  its  commerce, 
tb»se  resolutions  proceeded  in  the  follow- 


ing  words,  viz.  '<  Although  the  prindple 
of  protection  to  trade  may  at  different 
periods  have  been  carried  to  an  extent 
incompatible  with  the  true  principles  of 
political  wisdom,  yet  the  statute-book  of 
the  country  may  be  adduced  as  historical 
evidence  of  the  diffiirent  view  wliich  our 
ancestors    (themselves    great   land    pro- 
prietors) had  of  the  value  and  effect  of 
commerce.^'    Then  came  the  passage  to 
which  he  wished   particularly  to  direct 
their  lordships  attention:    *'  It  is  true  that 
the  progress  of  reason  and  the  develope* 
ment  of  the  real  causes  of  ^  the  wealth  of 
nations,  and  of  the  true  principles  of  trader 
which,    afler-inquiries    and  the  lapse   of 
experience  through  later  ages  have  pro* 
duced,  have  proved  many  of  the  regula« 
tions  of  former  times  to  have  been  unne* 
cessary,  and  the  system  of  protection  and 
exclusive  trade  erroneous  and  impolitic. 
This  principle  of  exclusion  has  recently 
been  adduced  as  matter  of  reproach  to  the 
commercial  interest,  and  of  imitation  to 
the  landed ;  but  a  principle  so  completely 
exploded  and  abandoned  by  the  one,  is 
hardly  worth  the  adoption  of  the  other,  as 
the  most  enlightened  and  strenuous  advo- 
cates for  the  freedom  of  trade  are  to  be 
found  amongst  the  commercial  members 
of  the  community.     The  woollen  mann« 
facturers  have  been  particulsriy  instanced 
as  protected  from  competition  by  duties 
of  the  heaviest  descriptioui  to  which  the 
manufacturers  have  only  to  contrast  their 
recent  policy,  and  to  adduce  the  instance 
of  the  commercial  treaty  in  1787  with 
France,  their  greatest  and  most  formidable 
rival ;    where  all  exclusion  was  readily 
given  up,  and  the  manufactures  of  each 
country  admitted  to  the  other  on  a  small 
and  equal  duty.''     He  could  not  hope  to 
state  to  their  lordships  the  liberal  princi- 
ples   which   he  recommended   for  their 
adoption  more  forcibly  than  they  were 
thus  stated  by  the  Gloucestershire  woollen 
manufacturers,  who  had  so  well  expressed, 
their  confidence  in  the  total  inefficacy  of 
the  protecting  system  with  respect  to  their 
manufactures  in  the  present  mdhkent.    A 
just  argument  might  therefore  be  drawn 
from  this  declaration  against  the  extension 
of  the  system,  to  an  interest  in  which,  by 
analogy,  its  ejects  would  be  equally  per* 
nicious. 

Having  said  thus  much  on  the  observa- 
tion of  the  noble  earl,  which  in  his  opinion 
had  demanded  animadversion,  he  would 
proceed  to  examine  the  grounds  of  general 
policy  on  which  the  proposed  measure 
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PMted.    The  noble  etrl  hed  declared  that 
the  Bill  wai  intended  to  benefit  the  con- 
Aumer,  by  establishing  and  promoting  an 
adequate,  cheap,  and  steady    sapply  of 
fCrain  for  the  consuoipiion  of  this  islaml. 
Thai  waa  proclaimed  by  the  noble  earl  to 
be  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill.     All 
partial  views,  all  ideas  of  benefitting  a 
particular  class  he  disclaimed.    The  noble 
earl  professed  vi^at  the  measure  was  cal* 
colated  to  last  for  twenty  years,  and  to 
produce  the  efieet  which  he  had  already 
described.     The  first  question  that  oc- 
curred  to  his  mind  was.  What  necessity 
there  was  for  legislating, at  all?     There 
was  onfortanately  in  our  timea*  and  more 
particularly  in  our  country,  the  most  in* 
judicious  and  erroneous  idea  prevalent, 
that  all  the  inconveniencies  which  must 
naturally  occur  in  the  condition  of  social 
inatitutions  might  be  immediately  regu* 
lated  by  legislation. .   There  was  a  sort  of 
fondness  and  anxiety   for  legislation— a 
kind  of  zealous  persuasion  that  the  wisdom 
and  power  of  Parliament  could  do  that 
to  which  he  readily  acknowledged  if  any 
legislature  were  competent,  the  British 
Parliament  was  that  legislature,  but  which 
it  was  beyond  human  wisdom  and  human 
power  to  effect.    If  he  were  called  upon 
to  describe  one  of  the  greatest  causes  of 
mischief  in  this  country,  one  of  the  ten* 
denciea  the  most  deeply  to  be  lamented, 
he  knew  nothing  to  which  he  ahoold  be 
more  disposed  to  advert,  he  knew  nothing 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  more  pro- 
lific source  of  evil,  than  this  proneness  to, 
this  over  •love  of  legislative  interference. 
He  believed' it  would  be  much  more  ad- 
vantageoua  to  the  community  at  large— be 
was  aore  that  it  would  be  infinitely  more 
bepeficial  to  the  interests  of  agriculture 
and  of  tradetiftha  Legislature  of  this  coun- 
try could  be  persuaded  to  abstain  from 
endeavouring  to  meet  temporary  inconve- 
nienciea  at  every  turn,  by  some  bill,  some 
■protection,  some  remedy*     Fie  was  per* 
aoaded  that  nothing  could  be  more  wise 
4han  that  principle,  with  the  soundness  of 
which  the  noble  earl  had  declared  that  he 
was  fully  impreeaed,  which   it  was   the 
fashion  always  to  admire  in  theory,  but 
always  to  abandon  in  practice,  of  refrain- 
ting  from   perpetual  attempts  to  supply 
defects,  to  correct  errors,  to  guide  apocu- 
lations,  to  restrain  enterprise,   to  limit 
profiu,  to  reduce  hazards,  by  legislative 
interposition.    If  this  were  true,  and  that 
it  was  true  in  theory  at  leaat  no  man  dis- 
believed,*-if  it  waatroe  thai  Frovidenee 
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bad  implanted  in  the  mind  of  every  man- 
an  industrious  and  sagacious  view  of  hia 
own  interests,  by  which  be  waa  much* 
belter  directed  to  the  attainment  of  hia 
objects  than  by  any  legislative  asaisianoe,' 
why  were  their  lordships  condemned  to 
hear  that  it  was  so,  and  condemned  at  the 
same  time  to  witness  perpetual  and  sue* 
cessfol  attempta  at  a  violation  of  the  prin» 
ctple  ?  If  the  principle  were  inapplicable^ 
then  it  must  be  falae  and  not  true.  If 
applicable-*! f  not  an  abstract  speculation, 
but  capable  of  being  adopted  as  a  rule  and 
guide  for  the  conduct  and  government  of 
nations,  it  was  applicable  to  all  circum* 
stances  and  to  all  seasons.  None,  how- 
ever, seemed  so  ready  to  admit  the  justice 
of  such  principles,  as  those  who,  the  nejtt 
moment,  dared  to  violate  them.  Bat  if 
those  principles  were  true  (and  no  one 
would  deny  them  in  theory},  that  every 
legislative  interference  to  protect  particoUr 
brancbea  of  commerce,  had  uniform  13^ 
and  Without  exception  operated  to  the 
diminution  of  national  wealth,  then  he 
would  ask  their  lordships,  whether  there 
was  any  one  description  of  trade— any 
one  article  of  commerrG-«»>any  one  com« 
modity,  to  which  that  principle  so  clearly 
applied,  as  that  which  formed  the  baaia  of 
the  subsistence  of  our  population. 

There  were  two  essential  propertiea  in 
which  the  trade  of  corn  differed  firora 
almost  every  other  commodity  *  which 
formed  an  article  of  commerce.  In  the 
firat  place,  the  Increase  of  the  subsiatenee 
of  a  community  had  a  natural  tendency  to 
augment  ita  own  demand ;  in  proportion 
as  the  price  of  food  was  lowered,  and  wu 
rendered  more  eaaily  accessible  to  the 
great  mass  of  the  population,  the  popular 
tion  ttaelf  would  be  increased.  In  other 
articles  of  trade,  if  the  demand  ibr  them 
waa  foreaeen,  an  adequate  supply  eould  be 
in  genelal  prerided,  to  meet  that  demand  1 
but  it  was  directly  the  roTerae  in  reapeet 
to  the  demand  of  an  increasing  population ; 
for  there  if  the  demand  waa  aajjplied,  it 
only  enlarged  itself.  That  general  prin^ 
ciple  had  been  strongly  exemplified  in  the 
relative  intrease  of  the  population  of  this 
country,  with  the  relative  incraaae  of  Hi 
subsistence.  Much  argument  had  heea 
used  by  the  noble  earl  to  prove  that  be^ 
cause,  at  some  former  petM,wehad  heen 
an  exporting  eoumryin-tlie  anlde  of 
grain,  we  could  therefore  heeome  so  agaflnil 
but  he  must  own  that,  f o  Mm,  the  whoUs 
of  the  argument' bad  appeatisd  moat  oun 
aatisfactory.  *  At  the  aaoK  timUf  he  wflt 
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far  from  aj^rreeing  in  another  propotit ion 
which  bad  been  too  much  insisied  upon  in 
the  course  of  thii  discassibn,  that  an  ex* 
porting,  most  necessarily  be  a  poor  coun- 
try.    The  position  was  much  too  generajf 
and  required  to  be  greatly  qaalified«  before 
it  could    be  received  as  correct.     With 
jpegard  to  the  system  of  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  grain,   which    bad   been 
enforced  during  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century,  he  apprehended  it  was  not  bis*' 
torically  true  that  that  system  had  been 
found  to  be  unattended  by  any  practical 
inconrenience ;  on  the  contrary,  he  felt 
convinced  that  the  adoption  of  an  opposite 
-system  in  1766  had  been  preceded  by 
many  and  great  *  inconvenienciesb     The 
whole  argument   rested  on  an   unsound 
foundation.     It  was  a  principle  laid  down 
and  explained  by  all  those  eminent  writers 
who  were  conversant  with  the  subject, 
that  the  population  of  a  country  not  only 
kept  pace  with,  but  far  exceeded  the  ratio 
in  which  its  subsistence  could  be  produced ; 
and  that  it  was  impossible  to  raise  subsist- 
ence as  fast  as  the  demand  for  it  would  be 
fotind  to  increase.     It  followed,  therefore, 
that  a  country  whose  population  was  pro- 
gressively enlarging  itself,  mast,  at  some 
given  period,  i>e  in  a  state  ^that  it  conld 
no  longer  supply  food  for  its  increasing 
population  ;  consequently,  if  it  were  even 
wise  and  politic  to  realize  the  visions  of 
some  theorists,  to  rest  only  on  ourselves 
for  the  supply  of  all  our  wants,  to  cut  off 
all  foreign  commerce,  and  neither  to  buy 
nor  sell,  could  svch  a  system  be  adopted 
in  all  other  commodities,  still  he  contended 
that  it  could  not  be  done  in  respect  to  corn 
without  the  sreatest  danger,  because,  for 
the  reasons  he  had  stated,  every  country 
aaust,  at  some  time  or  other,  dep^d  upon 
foreign  countries  for  a  proportion  of  Hm 
Ibod,  or  suftr  the  most  aggravated  mise« 
lies.  Thoseaggravated  miseries,  he  feared, 
would  be  the  certain  effect  of  the  present 
measure :  that  was  his  soleqin  and  sincere 
opinion  f*and  could  be,  therefore,  adduce 
•a  stronger  reason  for  giving  to  it  his  most 
decided  opposition  ?   . 

No  necessity  for  legislating  at  the  pr^- 
aent  moment  had  been  shewn  by  any  of 
ithe  supporters  of  the  measure :  it  was  a 
jsere  apeculation  and  nothing  else :  they 
were  called  upon  by  no  immediate 
urgency ;  but,  in  opposition  to  all  true 
theory,  a  new  and  uncertain  one  was  to 
be  adopted  without  even  an  attempt  to 
jdiew  why.  the  general  operation  of  free 
«ad  itfiraitrictea   cowmerce  ^ould   not 
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apply  to  the.  trade  in ,  grain  as  well  as  te 
other  commodities.  For  the  sake  of  argu* 
ment,  however,  he  would  suppose  that  a 
good  and  sufficient  motive  had  been  esta* 
blished  for  permanent  legislatioq ;  a  mo- 
tive founded,  not  upon  present  interests, 
not  upon  present  distresses,  not  upon  par* 
ttal  protection  to  any  distinct  class  of  in- 
dividoais,  for  a|l  those  grounds  bad  been 
disclaimed  by  the  noble^earl,  but  opon 
the  ground  of  a  fixed  policy ;  thoogli 
surely  at  a  moment  like  this,  when  all  oar 
foreign  relations  were  unietUed,  and  when 
every  thing  was  in  a  state  of  uncertainty, 
it  was  most  inexpedient  and  unwise  to 
adopt  a  system  of  permanent  legislation. 
He  would  ask  their  lordships,  then,  whnc 
was  the  proposed  object  of  the  Bill  ?  It 
was  to  produce  a  regular,  an  adequate, 
and  a  permanent  supply  of  food.  How^ 
was  it  intended  to  accomplish  that  end  f 
By  making  food,  in  the  firat  instance, 
dearer  thair  what  it  would  be  without  the 
operation  of  the  Bill,  in  order,  at  some 
future  and  undefined  time,  to  make  it 
cheaper.  When  that  period  would  arrive 
in  which  the  effect  of  the  Bill  was  to  make 
corn  cheap,  he  knew  not;  but  he  was 
quite  sore  that  the  immediate  operation 
would  be  such  as  he  had  described,  and 
not  only  its  immediate  but  its  future  ope- 
ration. It  could  not,  by  possibility,  have 
any  other.  The  measure  might  become 
inoperative;  but  while  it  continued  to 
operate  at  all,  its  certain  effect  must  be  to 
raise  the  price;  of  grain.  At  the  same  time 
he  was  anxious  to  remove  a  misapprehend 
sion  into  which  the  noble  earl  had  fallen 
respecting  his  (lord  Grenvilie's)  opinioa 
as  to  the  protecting  price  of  80t.  Re 
never  had  stated  that  that  price  must  be 
the  mmmum  at  which  com  would  be  sold 
in  this  country ;  but  it  was  beyond  all 
donbt  that  its  price  would  be  raised  above 
the  standard  it  would  be  at,  were  the  pre- 
sent Bill  not  to  pass.  If  thai  were  ^eoied, 
he  would  then  ask,  what  other  operflion  it 
could  have,  or  was  it  intended  to  fiare  } 
What  was  its  meaning  ?  It  enacie4  that 
foreign  com  should  not  be  imported  into 
this  country  till  the  home  corn  had  arrived 
at  a  certain  price.  By  what  ingenuity  of 
argument  it  could  be  shewn  that  iu  effect 
would  not  be  to  enhance  the  price,  he 
was  utterly  at  a  less  to  comprehend.  If  it 
vrouldnot  do  that,  what  would  itdo^  If 
it  affected  the  price  at  all,  it  must  operate 
either  upon  the  demand  or  supply.  Would 
it  lenKn  the  demand  ?  It  could  only  do  so 
by  raising  the  price.    Woukl  it  increase 
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Ihe  tapply  ^  CerUioly  not;  for  it  would 
cot  oflf  one  soorce  of  prcwni  supply  with- 
out adding  any  other  adequate  to  our  in- 
croaaing  wants. 

He  was  aware  of  the  general  argument 
which  might  here  he  urged,  that  as  the 
vltiroate  efiect  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  en- 
courage  and  gl^e  a  stimulus  to  our  own 
agriculture,  we  shouldi  hereafterp  grow  an 
independent  and  ample  supply,  which 
would  secure  a  steady  and  moderate  price ; 
but,  in  order  to  git e  that  encouragement, 
they  were  beginning  by  raising  it  above 
its  natural  lerel/  Nothing  else  was  in- 
tended by  the  measure.  What  might  be 
its  future  operation  he  could  not  undertake 
to  say ;  but  it  was  now  brought  forward 
for  the  avowed  object  of  preventing  corn 
from  faUing  4)ack  to  that  price  which  it 
would  bear  if  no  restrictions  upon  foreign 
importation  were  imposed.  Another  pur- 
pose, contemplated  by  the  supporters  of 
the  Bill,  was  to  afibrd  encouragement  to 
the  agriculture  of  Ireland ;  but  that  en- 
couragement could  be  extended  to  Ireland 
only,  by  securing  her  from  the  foreigner 
who  could  sell  his  corn  cheaper.  In  that 
way,  also,  the  price  would  be  raised ;  for 
how  it  could  be  possible  to  shut  (he  market 
against  him  who  would  sell  cheaper,  and 
open  it  to  him  .who  would  sell  dearer, 
without  raising  the  price  of  the  commo- 
dity, might  be  comprehensible  to  the  in* 
genuity  of  some,  but  for  himself  he  con- 
fessed he  was  too  dull  to  understand  it. 
How  was  the  cultivator  to  he  protected 
by  this  measure  ?  The  land  at  present  in 
cultivation  was  not  sufficient  to  grow  an 
adequate  supply  of  grain ;  and  how  could 
it  be  made  sufficient,  but  by  bringing  that 
soil  into  cultivation  which  was  not  now 
under  the  plough,  because  the  actual  price 
of  com  would  not  repay  the  capital  and 
skill  that  must  be  employed  upon  it  ?  The 
whole  price  of  corn  would  thus  be  raised, 
by  throwing  into  the  market  that  which 
had  been  grown  upon  those  inferior  lands 
at  an  increased  expense.  J^or  could  that 
effect  he  considered  as  at  all  surprising, 
as  it  WAS  nothing  more  than  the  ordinary 
consequence  of  a  restraint  upon  importa- 
tiooy  which  always  caused  the  price  of 
ihe  commodity  so  restrained  to  rise  above 
its  natural  level. 

With  respect  to  the  object  of  the  Bill  in 
its  future  operations,  he  regretted  that  no 
intimation  had  been  held  out,  by  any  of 
the  supporters  of  it,  as  to  the  period  at 
which  it  would  begin  to  produce  its  ad* 
3[antageous  resulu :  its  immediate  disad- 


IfAtCHis,  1815. 


[igB 


vantages  were  obvious ;  but  how  long  those 
disadvantages  were  expected  to  last,  they 
had  not  been  told.  He  thought  the  asser* 
lion  quite  too  vague  to  satisfy  their  lord* 
ships,  that  the  country  was  capable  of 
growing  corn  sufficient  for  its  consump- 
tion, because  the  assertion  of  that  capacity 
did  not  state  whether  it  referred  to  the 
present  amount  of  our  population  .6r  to  ^ 
our  probable  increase.  In  what  ratio  to 
our  population,  therefore,  he  would  ask^ 
was  this  capacity  of  production  conceived 
to  exist,  or  what  amount  of  capital  should 
be  employed  to  render  that  capacity  ef- 
fective ?  When  this  capacity  was  asserted, 
he  thought  it  should  l>e  also  shewn  what 
sacrifice  of  national  wealth  would  be  ne* 
cessary  to  render  our  produce  of  com 
adequate  to  the  wants  of  our  population. 
For  it  was  a  very  material  question  to 
consider^  whether,  in  order  so  to  extend 
our  agriculture,  capital  mi^ht  not  be  with* 
drawn  from  other  objects  m  which  it  was 
likely  to  be  more  providently  employed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  For  instance, 
it  would  be  most  preposterous  to  hold  out 
an  inducement  to  capitalists  to  abandon 
pursuits  yielding  a  profit  to  the  country, 
in  order  to  embark  in  the  culture  of  laoSbi*  * 
incapable  of  producing  corn  without  con- 
siderable expense,  because  the  amoont  of 
such  expense  could  never  be  fairly  drawn 
from  the  consumer  by  a  price  which  com 
could  reasonably  bear.  The  idea,  indeed, 
of  providing  adequate  remuneration  for 
such  agriculturists  at  the  expense  of  tho< 
public,  would  be  quite  as  unreasonable  aa 
an  attempt  to  render  this  a  wine  country  - 
by  excluding  the  import  of  that  article, 
and  by  thus  rendering  us  independent  of 
foreign  supply. 

But  to  enable  the  House  to  decide  upon 
the  subject  of  an  adequate  growth  of  corn 
for  our  supply,  a  further  investigation  was 
indispensably  necessary ;  for  ihejreport  of 
the  committee,  and  the  evidence  taken^ 
before  it,  had  by  no  means  furnished  suf- 
ficient materials.  Yet  with  thit  insoffi* 
ciency  of  materials  and  information  it 
was  proposed  to  legislate  for  a  consider* 
able  period.  It  was,  indeed,  proposed  to 
fix  the  price  of  com  at  such  a  rate  as  to  ^ 
provide  a  permanent  eucouragement  for 
the  farmer ;  but  how  was  this  encourage* 
ment  to  be  secured  ?  By  preventing  im- 
portation, it  was  calculate  tlut  the  farmers 
would  be  induced  to  grow  enough  of  corn 
for  the  consumption  of  ihe  country ;  but 
in  order  to  do  so  in  an  averoge  of  sea^ 
sonsi  they  most  grow  too  much  in  a  plen* 
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Ufiil  season ;  and  how  were  they  to  dis* 
pose  of  ihe  surplus  ?  Where  was  tblit 
country  in  which  corn  was  to  be  mnde 
dear  by  law,  to  dinpose  of  its  surplus  pro- 
duce }  That  surplus  could  not,  in  fact,  find 
8  market  in  any  other  country,  and  there- 
fore must  remain  on  the  bands  of  our 
ikrmers.  Thus  the  object  of  this  Bill 
was  likely  to  be  defeated,  and  the  farmers 
become  more  distressed  than  tbey  pro- 
bably were  at  present.  Thus  the  farmers 
vi^Duld  be  rendered  unable  to  sell  cheaper, 
while  they  would  be  also  rendered  on* 
able  to  export,  through  the  operation  of 
this  measure,  for  forcing  an  increased 
price  of  corn* 

But  the  fallacy  of  the  arguments^  or 
rather  the  assertions,  adduced  in  support 
of  this  measure*  was  in  no  case  more  gla- 

^  riiig  than  in  that  which  referred  to  tho 
danger  of  our  dependence  upon  foreign 

.  supply.  That  such  apprehension  was 
utterly  groundless  was  ciiiite  evident,  from 
the  experience  of  the  last  twenty  years, 
when  the  general  state  of  the  country,  and 
especially  the  improvement  of  our  agri- 
culture, afforded  the  most  conclusive  an- 
swer to  those  who  professed  to  entertain 
the  apprehension  of  such  a  dependence, 
^e  not  only  deprecated  this  apprehension 
as  quite  visionary,  but  some  observations 
connected  with  it,  which  he  deemed  illi- 
beral ;  for  he  protested  against  the  lan- 
guage used  to  excite  a  prejudice  with 
regard  to  what  vras  improperly  called  our 
**  natural  enemy,'*  because  he  saw  no  reap 
ton  wl)y  we  should  not  be  as  ready  to  open 
a  just  and  liberal  intercourse  with  France 
as  with  any  other  nation.  But  further,  as 
to  jhe  Idea  of  dependence  upon  France : 
it  has  been  stated  by  the  noble  earl,  that 
the  price  of  corn  in  France  was  47«.  a 
.quarter,  and  that  its  export  was  prohibited 
when  it  arrived  at  49«.  Now,  if  this  coun* 
try  were  so  dependent  upon  France,  how 
came  it  that  our  demand  bad  not  been 
such  as  to  raise  the  price  from  47s.  to  49s.  ? 
Put  the  fact  ^as,  that  our  import  from 
France  was  insignificant,  not  exceeding 
1 4$,000  quarters,  while  our  national  con- 
gumption  was  from  IS  to  15  million  quar* 
ters.  HoWy  then,  could  it  be  rationat  to 
jsntertain  any  fear  of  our  dependen<;e  for 
supply  upon  what  was  called  our  natural 
enemy  ?  The  idea  of  such  dependence 
Was,  in  fact,  quite  nugatory.  We  had, 
indeed,  usually  a  much  larger  supply  from 
t'oland  and  Holland  ;  but  was  it  therefore 
|o  be  inferred  that  we  were  dependent 
Vpon  either  of  these  coantrici^  They  were 
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entirely  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  com*' 
merce  who  could  entertain-  such  a  notion, 
for  it  might  be  as  well  said  that  those 
countries  were  dependent  upon  us.  But 
every  commercial  transaction  was  an  ex- 
change of  equivalents,  in  which  both  par« 
ties  were  equally  interested.  It  coold  not 
be  pretended  that  we  were  dependent 
upon  Rus.sia  because  this  country  allbrded 
the  principal  market  for  her  produce.  On 
the  contrary,  Bussia  was  by  that  circom« 
stance  so  dependent  upon  us  ^that  thie 
dependence  notoriously  occasioned  thai 
eflfort  on  the  partof  Ruilia  which  had  led 
(God  grant  that  it  might  lead  !)  to  the  de- 
liverance of  Europe.  The  fact  was,  that 
the  interest  which  the  Russian  land- 
holders felt  in  their  commercial  inter* 
course  witli  this  country,  was  the  great 
cause  of  the  restoration  of  the  pacific 
relations  of  Russia;  and  why  should  not 
the  landed  interest  of  France  feel  equally 
well  disposed  towards  this  country,  if  our 
market  were  opened  to  their  produce 
through  a  free  trade  in  corn.  8och  a  cir« 
cumstance  must  indeed  serve  to  excite  a 
strong  interest  in  France  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  peace  with  this  country.  Bui 
could  it  be  supposed,  that  because  France 
woe  Id  thus  feel  an  interest  in  selling  her 
produce  to  us,  we  should  therefore  become 
dependent  upon  her }  The  idea  waa  ab- 
surd, quite  as  absurd,  indeed,  jas  the  wild 
maxim  prevailing  among  some  politicians 
on  the  continent,  that  we  were  dependent 
upon  those  nations  to  whom  we  sold  our 
manufactures ;  the  buyers  in  such  casea 
being  just  as  dependent  as  the  sellers. 
Yet  from  this  absurd  measurlB  it  was  oftea 
assumed  that  this,  the  most  independent 
nation  in  the  world,  was  dependent  upon  ' 
its  customers,  wh6  wertx  its  customers  only 
to  supply  their  own  wants.  But  it  it  were 
maintained  that  we  were  dependent  be- 
cause we  brought  from  other  countries, 
then  we  must  contrive  to  supply  all  our 
wants  at  home,  in  order  to  guard  against 
the  imaginary  danger  of  dependence. 
This  supply  was,  however,  impossible. 
Some  of  our  most  essential  articles  must  be 
bad  from  other  coontries— naval  stores^  for 
instance.  But  this  apprehension  of  de« 
pendence  upon  other  nations,  becaose  we 
purchased  from  them,  was  quite  a  new 
notion.  We  most,  in  fact,  buy,  or  we 
could  not  sell ;  we  must  export,  or  we 
could  not  import.  And  here  be  took  oc- 
casion to  obterve,  that  the  old  maxim« 
that  (ht  balance  of  exporu  over  imports 
constituted  the  wealth  of  a  eoontryi  vrm 
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qau«  bllacious ;  thit  weftltb  beiogi  io  fact, 
cratted  by  the  profit  arifiog  oot  of  the 
exchange  of  those  erticlei  which  one 
coontry  coold  produce  cheaper  than  an- 
other, and  which,  exchange  most  of  cooney 
be  Botoaliy  beneficial*  Bot  if  this  coon- 
try eodeavoared  to  supply  herself  wHh 
corn  and  dianofactorett  she  most  posseu  a 
double  capital,  enough  to  supply  the  loom 
and  the  plough,  or  one  or  the  other  most 
be  neglected.  Now,  the  question  was, 
whether  it  would  be  wise  on  our  part  to 
abandon  or  to  hasard  the  loom,  wnich  was 
found  so  productive  of  national  wealth,  in 
the  spf  cuiation  of  becoming  a  great  agri- 
cultural country.  The  country  had  been 
hitherto  found  incompetent  to  grow  taffi- 
cient  corn  for  ils  consumption ;  and  the 
question  was,  whether  by  persuing  our 
prosperous  system  of  manufacture,  we 
should  not  be  able,  through  the  disposal 
of  that  manufacture  abroad,  to  procure 
torn  considerably  cheaper  than  we  could 
possibly  grow  it  at  bome« 

Adverting  to  the  petition  from  the  city 
of  London,  the  noble  lord  forcibly  pressed 
the  necessity  of  inquiry  upon  the  im- 
portant point  referred  to  in  that  petition, 
namely,  as  to  the  iofloence  which  this  Bill 
was  likely  to  ha?e  upon  the  price  of  bread. 
He  ashed  their  lordships,  whether  they 
coold  reconcile  to  their  sense  of  justice,  to 
decide  upon  the  merits,  of  this  measure 
without  hearing  both  side's  f  And  it'was  to 
be  recollected,  that  as  yet  only  one  side 
had  been  heard,  no  evidence  whatever 
having  been  adduced  on  the  part  of  the 
manufacturers  and  the  other  petitioners 
against  the  Bill.  In  his  opinion,  the  ten- 
dency of  this  Bill  would  be  to  raise  the 
price  of  bread  above  its  natural  level ; 
and  considering  the  iofloence  of  the  price 
of  provisions  upon  the  price  of  labour,  he 
conjured  their  lordships  maturely  to  in* 
quire  end  deliberate,  before  they  deter- 
mined upon  such  a  question.  The  conse- 
quences to  our  national  wealth  from  any 
considerable  check  to  our  manfaciures  he 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  dwell  upob,  for 
those  consequences  must  be  obvious  to 
their  lordships  judgment ;  bot  he  begged 
to  impress  upon  their  minds  the  serious 
injury  likely  to  result  from  that  provoca- 
tive to  emigration,  which  most  arise  out 
of  any  enhancement  of  the  p>ice  of  provi- 
aions,  especially  combined  with  the  known 
pressure  of  our  taxes.  Indeed,  it  was  a 
lamentable  fact,  that  numbers  even  of  the 
higher  order  of  oor  gentry  had  already 
,felt  it  advisable  to  seek  in  other  countries 
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those  coBvenienciee,  which-,  from  oor  pe<* 
coliar  circumstances,  their  means  could 
not  reach  at  home*  If  the  Bill  passed, 
there  was  no  labourer  who  had  a  family  ot 
three  children,  who  would  not  be  obliged 
to  apply  for  parochial  relief:  the  maou* 
factorers  would  be  reduced  to  this  re« 
source,  which  was  at  present  but  too  gene* 
rally  resorted  to  by  the  agriculturist ;  and 
even  the  artificer,  if  the  reward  of  his  toil 
did  not'increase  in  the  same  proportion  as 
the  price  of  bread,  would  be  reduced  to 
the  same  painful  resource.  The  noble 
baron  concloded  by  observing,  that  bt 
had  stodiously  avoided  every  thing  which 
,  might  be  construed  into  an  imputation  of 
improper  motives  to  the  supporters  of  the 
I  measore;  and  by  thanking  the  House  'for 
the  attention  with  which  he  had  been 
heard. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdak  said,  there  was 
not  one  thing  which  the  noble  lord  who 
had  just  sat  down  had  ofiered  to  the 
House,  which  he  had  not  anticipated. 
The  noble  lord  had  throughout  argued 
upon  a  false  view  of  the  present  situation 
of  the  country,  as  well  as  upon  a  false 
view  of  the  measure  «n  which  they  were 
that  day  proceeding.  This  measore  had 
for  its  object  not  only  a  system  by  which 
the  price  of  grain  would  be  diminbhed, 
and  by  which  the  country  would  here- 
after be  secured  that  article  at  a  fair  and 
•moderate  rate,  but  It  bad  in  view  the  re- 
lief of  the  agriculturist  from  the  distress 
under  which  be  at  present  laboured.  He 
said  he  had  given  his  mind  as  much  to 
this  subject  as  any  man — he  had  consir 
dered  it  in  all  its  bearings;  and  the  result 
of  his  deliberations  was,  that  so  far  from 
being  injurious  to  the  community,  it  would 
prove  in  the  highest  degree  benoficiaL 
With  respect  to  the  argument  urged,  of  a 
high  price  of  provisions  beins  injurious 
to  the  manufacturerSi  he  could  only  say, 
that  the  evidence  of  those  iodividuali 
went  directly  to  refute  it  When  those 
individuals  were  examined  three  yeara 
ago  upon  the  question  of  the  orders  in 
council,  be  had  distinctly  asked  them 
whether  their  distresses  were  not  attri- 
butable to  the  high  price  of  provisions  } 
And  their  answer  was,  that  they  ifever 
experienced  any  inconvenience  from  the 
high  prire  of  provisions,  provided  trade 
was  brisk.  And  the  fact  was,  that  the 
extra  emfjloyment  which  was  given  to 
the  labourers  by  this  bHskness,  amply 
compensated  for  any  increased  price  of 
provisions.    The  Bill|  he  observed,  wae 
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a  law»  Ibey  would  be  sobject  to  farther 
and  much  greater  restraint,  in  conse* 
^uence  of  the  prohibitions  that  would  be 
adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  agricul- 
larist.  It  would  be  an  extraordinary  mode 
of  doing  justice,  thus  to  declare  that  be- 
cause a  large,  the  largest,  part  of  the  com- 
munity were  already  oppressed  by  favours 
•hown  to  one  particular  class,  they  should 
be  still  farther  oppressed  by  favours  shown 
to  another  particular  class.  The  facts  on 
which  this  argument  rested  were  these  :— 
It  was  about  three  centuries  ago  that  this 
prohibitory  system  commenced,  by  the 
entire  prohibition  of  some  articles  of  fo- 
reign commerce,  and  by  the  imposition  of 
prohibitory  duties  oa  others.  But  if  the 
operation  of  those  laws  were  considered  at 
the  present  moment,  it  would  be  found  that 
they  were  almost  null.  They  were  not 
entirely  null,  because  the  abrogation  of 
some  of  those  prohibitions  would  much 
benefit  the  British  manufacturer.  A  great 
mass  of  the  manufacturers  of  this  country 
were  so  far  from  wishing  for  the  protection 
of  the  Legislature  against  foreign  compe- 
tition, that  it  was  well  known  to  their 
lordships  that  those  manufacturers  were 
able  to  undersell  their  competitors  in 
foreign  markets; 

He  stated  this  with  the  more  confi- 
dence, because  it  was  not  his  single  opi- 
nion. He  had  that  morning  received  the 
'  result  of  a  meeting  of  the  woollen  manu- 
facturers of  Gloucestershire-^forming  no 
inconsiderable  portion  of  the  manufac' 
torers  of  the  kingdom,  and  whose  manu- 
fscture  had  in  former  times  received,  in  a 
peculiar  degree,  legislative  protection,— 
and  he  would  communicate  to  their  lord- 
ships their  opinion  on  the  subject.  He 
should  do  this  with  the  more  satisfaction, 
as  that  opinion  would  tend  to  solve  a  doubt 
which  seemed  to  exist  in  the  mind  of  a 
noble  friend  of  his  (earl  Grey),  who  had 
so  eloquently  but  so  fruitlessly  endea- 
voured to  persuade  their  lordships  to  allow 
further  time  for  the  consideration  of  this 
most  important  question.  His  noble  friend 
bad  observed,  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
say  that  the  aj;ricolturist  ought  not  to  be 
enabled  to  obtain  more  for  his  corn  if  he 
were  compelled  to  pay  more  for  his  coat. 
To  this  remark  the  Gloucestershire  woollen 
manufactorera  made  a  moct  satisfactory 
reply.  He  would  read  to  their  lordships 
an  exftact  from  their  resolutions.  After 
expatiating  on  the  advfntages  -which  the 
country  had  derived  from  its  commerce, 
lb»se  resolutions  proceeded  in  the  follow- 
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ing  words,  viz.  **  Although  the  principle 
of  protection  to  trade  may  at  difierent 
periods  have  been  carried  to  an  extent 
incompatible  with  the  true  principles  of 
political  wisdom,  yet  the  statute-book  of 
the  country  may  be  adduced  as  historical 
evidence  of  the  different  view  wliich  our 
ancestors    (themselves    great   land    pro- 
prietors) had  of  the  value  and  effect  of 
commerce.''    Then  came  the  passage  to 
which  he  wished   particularly   to  direct 
their  lordships  attention:    **  It  is  true  thai 
the  progress  of  reason  and  the  developc* 
ment  of  the  real  causes  of.  the  wealth  of 
nations,  and  of  the  true  principles  of  trade» 
which,    after-inquiries    and  the  lapse  of 
experience  through  later  ages  have  pro» 
duced,  have  proved  many  of  the  regola* 
tions  of  former  times  to  have  been  unne- 
cessary, and  the  system  of  protection  and 
exclusiife  trade  erroneous  and  impolitic. 
This  principle  of  exclusion  has  recently- 
been  adduced  as  matter  of  reproach  to  the 
commercial  interest,  and  of  imitation  to 
the  landed ;  but  a  principle  so  completely 
exploded  and  abandoned  by  the  one,  is 
hardly  worth  the  adoption  of  the  other,  aa 
the  most  enliffhtened  and  strenuous  advo- 
cates for  the  freedom  of  trade  are  to  be 
found  amongst  the  commercial  membera 
of  the  community.     The  woollen  manu« 
facturers  have  been  particularly  mstaiiced 
as  protected  from  competition  by  duties 
of  the  heaviest  descriptioni  to  which  the 
manufacturers  have  only  to  contrast  their 
recent  policy,  and  to  adduce  the  instance 
of  the  commercial  treaty  in  1787  with 
France,  their  greatest  and  most  formidable 
rival ;    where  all  exclusion  was  readily 
given  up,  and  the  manufactures  of  each 
country  admitted  to  the  other  on  a  small 
and  equal  duty.''     He  could  not  hope  to 
state  to  their  lordships  the  liberal  princi- 
ples   which  he  recommended   for  their 
adoption  more  forcibly  than  they  were 
thus  stated  by  the  Gloucestershire  woollen 
manufacturers,  who  had  so  well  expressed, 
their  confidence  in  the  total  inefficacy  of 
the  protecting  system  with  respect  to  their 
manufactures  in  the  present  mdhient.    A 
just  argument  might  therefore  be  drawn 
from  this  declaration  against  the  extension 
of  the  system,  to  an  interest  in  which,  by 
analog^y,  its  efiects  would  be  equally  per« 
nicious. 

Having  said  thus  much  on  the  observa- 
tion of  the  noble  earl,  which  in  his  opinion 
had  demanded  animadversion,  he  woald 
proceed  to  examine  the  grounds  of  general 
policy  on  which  the  proposed  utasare. 
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vcat«d.    The  noble  earl  had  declared  that 
the  Bill  was  intended  to  benelit  the  con- 
aumer,  by  establiibing  and  promoting  an 
adequate,  cheapi  and  steady    supply  of 
li^rain  for  the  consumption  of  this  island. 
That  was  proclaimed  by  the  noble  earl  to 
be  the  general  principle  of  the  Bill.     All 
partial  views,  all  ideas  of  benefitting  a 
particular  class  he  disclaimed.    The  noble 
earl  professed  vl^^t  the  measure  was  cal- 
eolated  to  last  for  twenty  years,  and  to 
produce  the  effect  which  he  had  already 
described.     Tl^e   first  question  thst  oc« 
curred  to  his  mind  was.  What  necessity 
there  was  for  legislating,  at  all?     There 
was  unfortanately  in  our  times,  and  more 
particularly  in  our  country,  the  most  in- 
judicious and  erroneous  idea  prevalent, 
that  all  the  inconveniencies  which  must 
natorally  occur  in  the  condition  of  social 
institutions  might  be  immediately  regu- 
lated by  legislation. ,   There  was  a  sort  of 
fondness  and  anxiety   for  legislation— a 
kind  of  zealous  persuasion  that  the  wisdom 
and  power  of  Parliament  could  do  that 
to  which  he  readily  acknowledged  if  any 
legislature  were  competent,  the  British 
Parliament  was  that  legislature,  but  which 
it  was  beyond  human  wisdom  and  human 
power  to  effect.    If  he  were  called  upon 
to  describe  one  of  the  greatest  caoses  of 
mischief  in  this  country,  one  of  the  ten* 
dencies  the  most  deeply  to  be  lamented, 
he  knew  nothing  to  which  he  should  be 
more  disposed  to  advert,  be  knew  nothing 
which  appeared  to  him  to  be  a  more  pro- 
lific  source  of  evil,  than  this  proneness  to, 
this  over -love  of  legislative  interference. 
He  believed' it  would  be  much  more  ad- 
vantageous to  tbe  community  at  large— be 
was  sor«  that  it  would  be  infinitely  nor« 
beneficial  to  tbe  interests  of  agriculture 
and  of  trade,  if  the  Legislature  of  this  coun- 
try could  be  persuaded  to  abstain  from 
endeavouring  to  meet  temporary  irtconve- 
Atencfes  at  every  turn,  by  some  bill,  some 
•protection,  some  remedy.     He  was  per* 
auaded  that  nothing  could  be  more  wise 
4han  that  principle,  with  tbe  soundness  of 
which  the  noble  earl  had  declared  that  he 
was  folly  impressed,  which  it  was  tbe' 
fashion  always  to  admire  in  theory,  but 
•always  to  abandon  in  practice,  of  refrain- 
4ne  from   perpetual  attempts  to  supply 
defects,  to  correct  errors,  to  guide  specu- 
lations, to  restrain  enterpriae,   to  limit 
profiu,  to  reduce  hazards,  by  legislative 
interposition.    If  this  were  true,  and  that 
it  was  true  in  theory  at  least  no  man  dis- 
believed,<^if  it  was4roe  that  ProTttlence 
(  VOL.  XXX.  )  i 
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bad  implanted  in  the  mind  of  every  maB> 
an  industrious  and  sagacious  view  of  hie 
own  interests,  by  which  he  was  much' 
belter  directed  to  the  attainment  of  hia 
objects  than  by  any  legislative  assistanooa- 
wby  were  their  lordships  condemned  to 
hear  that  it  was  so,  and  condemned  at  the 
same  time  to  witness  perpetual  and  saG« 
cessfol  attempts  at  a  violation  of  the  prio* 
ciple  ?  If  the  principle  were  inapplicable^ 
then  it  must  be  false  and  not  true.  If 
applicable— if  not  an  abstract  speculation, 
but  capable  of  being  adopted  as  a  role  and 
guide  for  the  conduct  and  government  of 
nations,  it  was  applicable  to  all  circum- 
stances and  to  all  seasons.  None,  how« 
ever,  seemed  so  ready  to  admit  the  justice 
of  such  principles^  as  those  who,  the  next 
moment,  dared  to  violate  them.  But  if 
those  principles  were  true  (and  no  one 
would  deny  them  in  theory),  that  every 
legislative  interference  to  protect  particuUr 
branches  of  commerce,  had  uniformly 
and  without  exception  operated  to  the 
diminution  of  national  wealth,  then  he 
would  ask  their  lordships,  whether  there 
was  any  one  description  of  trade — any 
one  article  of  commerce-»-any  one  com<« 
modity,  to  which  that  principle  so  clearly 
applied,  as  that  which  formed  the  basis  of 
toe  subsfstehce  of  our  population. 

There  were  two  essential  propertiea  in 
which  the  trade  of  corn  differed  from 
almost  every  other  commodity  *  which 
formed  an  article  of  commerce.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Increase  of  the  subsistence 
of  a  community  had  a  natural  tendency  to 
augment  its  own  demand;  in  proportion 
as  the  price  of  food  was  lowered,  and  was 
rendered  more  easily  accessible  to  tbe 
great  mass  of  the  population,  the  popular 
tion  itaeif  would  be  increased.  In  other 
articles  of  trade,  if  tbe  demand  *for  them 
was  foreseen,  an  adequate  supply  could  be 
in  general  prorided,  to  meet  that  demand  9 
but  it  was  directly  the  reverse  in  respect 
to  the  demand  of  an  increasing  population ; 
for  there  if  tbe  demand  waa  stt)»plied,  it 
only  enlarged,  itself.  That  general  prin^ 
ciple  had  been  strongly  exemplified  in  the 
relative  increase  of  the  population  of  this 
country,  with  the  relative  increase  of  ¥m 
subsistence.  Much  argtiment  had  beea 
used  by  the  noble  earl  to  prove  that  be*' 
cause,  at  some  former  pertod,'wehad  lieen 
aa  exporting  countnrin  1^  ertlcle  ef 
grain;  we  could  therefore  heoeme  so  aganrj 
but  he  mast  ewn  that,  to  Mm,  the  .whole 
of  the  argument  bed  appeared  most  u*' 
setisfaeiory .  *  At  the  same  time,  he 

(O) 
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far  from  agreeing  in  another  propoait  I  on 
vfhich  bad  been  too  much  insttted  upon  in 
the  course  of  this  dtscuasibn,  that  an  ex- 
porting, must  necessarily  be  a  poor  coun- 
try.    The  position  was  much  too  generaj» 
and  required  to  be  greatly  qnalified,  before 
it  could   be  received  as  correct.  .With 
regard  to  the  system  of  prohibiting  the 
importation  of  grain,   which    had   been 
enforced  during  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century^  he  apprehended  it  was  not  his^r 
torically  true  that  that  syrtem  had  been 
found  to  be  unattended  by  any  practical 
inconrenience ;  on  the  contrary,  he  felt 
convinced  that  the  adoption  of  an  opposite 
system  in  1766  had  been  preceded  by 
many  and  great  •  inconveniencieat     The 
whole  argument   rested   on  an  unsound 
foundation.    It  was  a  principle  laid  down 
and  explained  by  all  those  eminent  writers 
who  were  conversant  with  the  subject^ 
that  the  population  of  a  country  not  only 
kept  pace  with,  but  far  exceeded  the  ratio 
in  which  lu  subsistence  could  be  produced; 
and  that  it  was  impossible  to  raise  subsist"^ 
enceas  fast  as  the  demand  for  it  would  be 
foiind  to  increase.    It  followed^  therefore, 
that  a  country  whose  population  was  pro- 
gressively enlarging  itself,  must,  at  some 
given  period,  be  in  a  state  *that  it  could 
no  longer  supply  food  for  its  increasing 
population  ;  consequently,  if  it  were  even 
wise  and  politic  to  realize  the  visions  of 
some  theorists,  to  rest  only  on  ourselves 
for  the  supply  of  all  our  wants,  to  cut  off 
all  foreign  commerce,  and  neither  to  buy 
nor  sell,  could  such  a  system  be  adopted 
in  all  other  commodities,  atill  he  contended 
that  it  could  not  be  done  in  respect  to  corn 
withovt  the  greatest  danger,  because,  for 
the  reasons  he  bad  stated,  every  country 
must,  at  some  time  or  other,  depend  upon 
foreign  countries  for  a  proportion  of  i(8 
food,  or  softr  the  moat  aggravated  mise- 
ries. Those  aggravated  miseries,  he  feared, 
would  be  the  certain  e&ct  of  the  present 
meuare :  that  was  his  soleqin  and  sincere 
opinion  ;*and  could  he,  therefore,  adduce 
•a  stronger  reason  for  giving  to  it  his  most 
decided  opposition  ?  . 

No  necessitv  for  legislating  at  the  pr^- 
aent  moment  had  been  shewn  by  any  of 
Abe  supporters  of  the  measure :  it  was  a 
jsere  speculation  and  nothing  else :  they 
were  called  ujion  by  no  immediate 
urgency ;  b«t,  m  opposition  to  all .  troe 
theory,  a  new  and  uncertain  one  was  to 
be  adopted  without  even  an  attempt  to 
•shew  why  the  general  operation  of  free 
wd  unreatrlctM    commerce  ^ouJd   not 
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apply  to  the  trade  in  .gram  as  well  as  to 
c>tfaer  commodities^     For  the  sake  of  arga* 
ment,  however,  he  would  suppose  that  a 
good  and  sufficient  motive  had  been  esta- 
blished for  permanent  legislation ;  a  mo- 
tive founded,  not  upon  present  interests, 
not  upon  present  distresses,  not  upon  par- 
tial protection  to  any  distinct  class  of  in* 
dividuals,  for  all  those  grounds  had  been 
disclaimed  by  the  noble,  earl,  but  upon 
the  ground  of  a  fixed  policy;   though 
sorely  at  a  moment  like  this,  when  all  oor 
foreign  relations  were  unsettled,  and  wbeD 
every  thing  was  in  a  state  of  uncertainty, 
it  was  most  inexpedient  and  unwise  to 
adopt  a  system  of  permanent  legislation. 
He  would  ask  their  lordships,  then,  whac 
was  the  proposed  object  or  the  Bill  ?  It 
was  to  produce  a  regular,  an  adequate, 
and  a  permanent  supply  of  food.    How 
was  it  intended  to  accomplish  that  end  f 
By  making  food,  in  the   first  insunce, 
deirer  than^  what  it  would  be  without  the 
operation  of  the  Bill,  in  order,  at  some 
future  and  undefined  time,  to  make  it 
cheaper.    When  that  period  would  arrivo 
in  which  the  effect  of  the  Bill  was  to  make 
corn  cheap,  he  knew  not;   but  he  was 
quite  sore  that  the  immediate  operation 
would  be  such  as  he  had  described,  and 
not  only  its  immediate  but  its  fotore  ope- 
ration.   It  could  not,  by  possibility,  have 
any  other.    The  measure  might  become 
inoperative;   but  while  it  continued  to 
operate  at  all,  its  certain  effect  must  be  to 
raise  the  price  of  grain.    At  the  same  timo 
he  was  anxious  to  remove  a  misapprehea* 
sion  into  which  the  noble  earl  had  fallen 
respecting  his  (lord  Grenville's)  opinion 
as  to  the  protecting  price  of  80r.    Ho 
never  had  stated  that  that  price  most  bo 
the  mmtsitim  at  which  corn  would  be  sold 
in  this  country ;  but  it  was  beyond  all 
doubt  that  its  price  would  be  raised  above 
the  standard  it  would  be  at,  were  the  pro* 
sent  Bill  not  to  pass.     If  that  wore  4«nied, 
he  would  then  ask^  what  other  operifioo  it 
could  hare,  or  was  it  intended  to  j^ave  I 
What  was  its  meaning?  It  enactei  that 
foreign  com  should  not  be  imported  into 
this  country  till  the  home  corn  bad  arrived 
at  a  certain  price.    By  what  ingenuity  of 
argument  it  could  be  shewn  that  iu  e&ct 
would  not  be  to  enhance  the  price,  ho 
was  utterly  at  a  loss  to  comprehend.    If  it 
would  not  do  that,  what  would  it  do  ?  If 
it  affected  the  price  at  all^  it  must  operate 
either  upon  the  demand  or  supply.  Woold 
it  lessen  the  demand  ?  It  could  only  do  so 
by  raising  the  price.    Would  it  incre 
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ihe  topply  }  Ceitaioly  not ;  for  it  would 
cut  off  one  loorce  of  present  supply  with- 
out adding  uny  other  adeqolite  to  our  in* 
creating  wants. 

He  was  awaire  of  the  general  argument 
which  might  here  be  urged,  that  as  the 
nltiroate  eftct  of  the  Bill  would  be  to  en* 
courage  and  give  a  stimulus  to  our  own 
agriculture,  we  should,  hereafter,  grow  an 
iMepeodent  and  ample  supply,  which 
would  secure  a  steady  and  moderate  price ; 
but,  in  order  to  give  that  encouragement, 
they  were  beginning  by  raising  it  above 
its  natural  level/  Nothing  else  was  in* 
tended  by  the  measure.  What  might  be 
its  future  operation  be  could  not  undertake 
to  say ;  but  it  was  now  brought  forward 
for  the  avowed  object  of  preventing  corn 
from  iaUing  4)ack  to  that  price  which  it 
would  bear  if  no  restrictions  upon  foreign 
importation  were  imposed.  Another  pur- 
pose, contemplated  by  the  supporters  of 
the  Bill«  was  to  afford  encouragement  to 
the  agriculture  of  Ireland ;  but  that  en* 
couragemtnt  could  be  extended  to  Ireland 
only,  by  securing  her  from  the  foreigner 
who  coukl  sell  his  corn  cheaper.  In  that 
way,  alto,  the  price  would  be  raised ;  for 
how  it  could  be  poisible  to  shut  the  market 
against  him  who  would  sell  cheaper,  and 
open  it  to  him  .who  woold  sell  dearer,  [ 
without  raising  the  price  of  the  commo* 
dity,  might  be  comprehensible  to  the  in- 
genuity of  some,  but  for  himself  he  con* 
fessed  he  was  too  doll  to  undersund  it. 
How  was  the  cultivator  to  bo'protected 
by  this  measure  ?  The  land  at  preient  in 
cultivation  was  not  sufficient  to  grow  an 
adequate  supply  of  grain ;  and  how  could 
it  be  made  sufficient,  but  by  bringing  tliat 
toil  into  cultivation  which  was  not  now 
under  the  plough,  because  the  actual  price 
of  com  would  not  repay  the  capital  and 
skill  that  must  be  employed  upon  it  ?  The 
whole  price  of  corn  woold  thus  be  raised, 
by  throwing  into  the  market  that  which 
bad  been  grown  upon  those  inferior  lands 
at  an  increased  expense.  Nor  could  that 
effect  he  considered  as  at  all  surprising, 
as  it  was  nothing  more  than  the  ordinary 
consequence  of  a  restraint  upon  importn- 
tioOf  which  always  caused  the  price  of 
4he  commodity  so  restrained  to  rise  above 
iu  natural  level. 

With  respect  to  the  object  of  the  Bill  in 
its  future  operations,  he  regretted  that  no 
intimation  had  been  held  out,  by  any  of 
the  supporters  of  it,  as  to  the  period  at 
which  it  would  begin  to  produce  its  ad- 
^lantageous  resulu :  its 
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vantages  were  obvious ;  but  how  long  those 
disadvantages  were  expected  to  last,  they 
had  not  been  told.  He  thought  the  asser* 
lion  quite  too  vague  to  satisfy  their  lord* 
ships,  that  the  country  was  capable  of 
growing  corn  sufficient  for  its  consump* 
tion,  because  the  assertion  of  that  capacity 
did  not  state  whether  it  referred  to  the 
present  amount  of  our  population  .6r  to  ^ 
our  probable  increase.  In  what  ratio  to 
our  population,  therefore,  he  would  asl^ 
was  this  capacity  of  production  conceived 
to  exist,  or  what  amount  of  capital  should 
be  employed  to  render  that  capacity  ef- 
fective ?  When  this  capacity  was  asserted, 
he  thought  it  should  be  also  shewn  what 
sacrifice  of  national  wealth  would  be  ne- 
cessary to  render  our  produce  of  com 
adequate  to  the  wants  of^  our  population. 
For  it  was  a  very  material  question  to 
consider^  whether,  in  order  so  to  extend 
our  agriculture,  capital  might  not  be  with- 
drawn from  other  objects  in  which  it  was 
likely  to  be  more  providently  employed 
for  the  benefit  of  the  nation.  For  instance, 
it  woold  be  most  preposterous  to  hold  out 
an  inducement  to  capitalists  to  abandon 
pursuits  yielding  a  profit  to  the  country, 
in  order  to  embark  in  the  culture  of  faiiib* « 
incapable  of  producing  corn  without  con- 
siderable expense,  because  the  amount  of 
such  expense  could  never  be  fairly  drawn 
from  the  consumer  by  a  price  which  corn 
could  reasonably  bear.  The  idea,  indeed, 
of  providing  adequate  remuneration  for 
such  agriculturists  at  the  expense  of  th*- 
public,  would  be  quite  as  unreasonable  as 
an  attempt  to  render  this  a  wine  country  • 
by  excluding  the  import  of  that  article, 
and  by  thus  rendering  us  independent  of 
foreign  supply* 

Bat  to  enable  the  House  to  decide  upon 
the  subject  of  an  adequate  growtb  of  corn 
for  our  supply,  a  further  invesiigation  was 
indispensably  necessary ;  for  ihei'eport  of 
the  committee,  and  the  evidence  taken' 
before  It,  had  by  no  means  furnished  suf- 
ficient materials.  Yet  with  this  insuffi- 
ciency of  materials  and  information  it 
was  propoied  to  legislate  for  a  consider- 
able period.  It  was,  indeed,  proposed  to 
fix  the  price  of  corn  at  such  a  rate  as  to  ' 
provide  a  permanent  eucooragement  for 
the  farmer ;  but  how  was  this  encourage* 
ment  to  t>e  secured  ?  By  preventing  im- 
portation, it  was  calculated  ttut  the  farmers 
would  be  induced  to  grow  enough  of  corn 
for  the  consumption  of  ihe  country ;  but 
in  order  to  do  so  in  ai^  average  of  sea» 
sons,  they  must  grow  too  much  in  a  pleo- 
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iQade>  in  conformity  with  the  fourth  Ar- 
tieYe  of  this  Treaty. 

No  disposition  made  hy  this  Treaty,  as 
to  such  possession  of  the  islands  and  terri- 
tories claimed  by  both  parties,  shall  in 
any  manner  whatever  be  construed  to 
t0ect  the  right  of  either. 

Art  2.— Immediately  after  the  ratifica- 
tions of  this  Treaty  by  both  parties,  as 
hereinafter  mentioned,  orders  shall  be  sent 
to  the  armies,  squadrons,  officers,  subjects, 
and  citizens  of  the  two  Powers,  to  cease 
from  all  hostilities ;  and,  to  prevent  all 
causes  of  complaint  which  might  arise  on 
account  of  the  prizes  which  may  be  taken 
at  tea  after  the  said  ratifications  of  this 
Treaty,  it  is  reciprocally  agreed,  that  all 
vessels  and  effects  which  may  be  taken 
after  the  space  of  twelve  days  from  the 
aaid  ratifications,  npon  all  parts  of  the 
coast  of  North  America,  from  the  latitude 
of  23  degreea  North,  to  the  latitude  of  50 
degrees  Norfh,  and  as  far  eastward  in  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  as  the  36th  degree  of  West 
longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich, 
shall  be  restored  on  each  side.  That  the 
time  sliall  be  30  days  in  all  other  parts 
of  the  Atlantic  Ocean  north  of  the  ecjui- 
noctial  line  or  equator ;  and  the  same 
time  for  the  British  and  Irish  Channels,  for 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  all  parts  of  the 
West  Indies:  forty  days  for  the  North 
Seas,  for  the  Baltic,  and  for  all  paru  of 
the  Mediterranean:  sixty  days  for  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  south  of  the  iequator,  as 
far  as  the  latitude  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope :  90  days  for  every  other  part  of 
the  world  south  of  the  equator:  and  120 
days  for  all  other  parts  of  the  world, 
without  exception. 

Art  3.— »A11  prisoners  of  war  taken  on 
either  side,  as  well  by  land  as  by  sea, 
ahall  be  restored  as  soon  as  practicable 
«fler  the  ratifications  of  this  Treaty  as 
hereinafter  mentioned,  on  their  paying 
the  debts  which  they  have  contracted 
doriog  their  captivity.  The  two  cobtracU 
ing  parties  respectively  engage  to  dis- 
charge in  specie  the  advances  which  may 
have  been  made  by  the  other  for  the 
tostenance  and  maintenance  of  such  pri- 
•oners. 

Art.  4.— Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by 
the  2od  article  in  the  treaty  of  peace  of 
1783,  between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and 
the  United  Sutes  of  America,  that  the 
boundiary  of  the  United  States .  should 
comprehend  *'  al[  islands,  within  twenty 
lea|;ves  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the 
United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to 
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be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where 
the  aforesaid  boundlaries,  between  Nova 
Scotia  'on  the  one  part,  and  East  Florida 
on  the  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the 
Bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean, 
excepting  such  islands  as  now  are,  or  here- 
tofore have  been,  within  the  limits  of 
Nova  Scotia  \**  and  whereas  the  several 
islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passamaquoddy, 
which  is  part  of  the  Bay  of  Fondy,  and 
the  island  of  Grand  Menan,  in  the  said 
Bay  of  Fundy,  are  claimed  by  the  United 
States,  as  being  comprehended  wfthin  their 
aforesaid  boundaries,"  which  said  islands 
are  claimed  as  belonging  to  his  Britannic 
Majesty,  as  having  been  at  the  time  of,  and 
previous  to  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  1783, 
within  the  limits  of  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia ;  in  order,  therefore,  finally  to  de- 
cide upon  these  claims,  it  is  agreed  that 
they  shall  be  referred  to  two  coBirnit- 
sioners,  to  be  appointed  in  the  following 
manner,  viz. :— One  commissioner  shall 
be  appointed  by  his  Britannic  Majesty, 
and  one  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  thereof;  and  the  said  two 
comiftissioners  so  appointed,  shall  be  sworn 
impartially  to  examine  and  decide  upon 
the  said  pi  aims,  according  to  such  evi- 
dence as  shall  be  laid  before  them  on  the 
part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  of  the 
United  States  respectively.  The  said 
commissioners  shall  meet  at  St  Andrews, 
in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other 
place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit. 
The  said  commissioners  shall,  by  a  de- 
claration or  report  under  their  hands,  and 
seals,  decide  to  which  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parties  the  several  islands  afore- 
said do  respectively  belong,  in  confi>rmiiy 
with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of 
peace  of  1783 ;  and  if  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  agree  in  their  decision,  both 
parties  shall  consider  such  decision  as  final 
and  conclusive. 

It  is  further  agreed,*that  in  the  event  of 
the  two  commissioners  differing  upon  all 
or  any  of  the  matters  so  referred  to  them, 
or  in'  the  event  of  both  or  either  of  tho 
said  comminioners  refusing  or  declining, 
or  wilfully  omitting  to  act  as  such,  they 
shall  make  jointly  or  separately,  report  or 
reports^  as  well  to  the  Government  of  hia 
Britannic  Majesty,  as  to  that  of  the  United 
States,  stating  in  detail  the  points  on 
which  they  differ,  and  the  grounds  .epoa 
which  their  respective  opinions  have  been 
formed^  or  the  groandi  upon  which  ttiey. 
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or  eithei^  of  ibem,  have  to  refused*  de- 
clined, or  omiUed  to  acu  And  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  and  the  Governmeni  of  the 
United  States  hereby  agree  to  refer  the 
report  or  reports  of  the  said  commissioners 
to  some  friemlly  So?oreign  or  State,  to  be 
then  named  for  that  parposej  and  who 
shall  be  requested  to  decide  on  the  dif- 
lierences  which  may  be  stated  in  the  said 
report  or  reports,  or  npon  the  report  of 
one  commissioner,  together  with  the 
grounds  upon  which  the  other  commis- 
sioner shall  hafe  refosed,  declined,  or 
omitted  to  act,  as  the  case  may  be.  And 
if  the  commissioner  so  refusing,  declining, 
or  omitting  to  act,  shall  also  wilfully  omit 
^  to  state  the  grounds  upon  which  he  has  so 
done,  in  such  manner  that  the  said  state- 
ment may  be  referred  to  such  friendly 
2MTereign  or  State,  together  with  the  re* 
^  portof  such  other  commissioner,  then  such 
Sovereign  or  State  shall  decide,  ex  jmric, 
.upon  the  said  report  alone ;  and  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  and  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  engage  to  consider  the  de- 
cision of  such  friendly  Sovereign  or  State, 
to  be  iioal  and  conclusive  on  all  the  mat- 
ters so  referred. 

Art*  5.«— Whereas  neither  that  point  of 
the  Highlands  lying  due  north  from  the 
source  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  designated 
in  the  former  treaty  of  peace  between  the 
two  Powers  as  the  north-west  angle  of 
Nova'  Scotia,  nof .  the  north-westernmost 
head  of  Connecticut  River,  have  yet  been 
ascertained ;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the 
^undary  line  between  the  dominions  of 
the  two  Powers,  which  extends  from  the 
source  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  directly 
north  to  the  above-mentioned  north-west 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  thence  along  the 
said  Highlands  which  divide  those  rivers 
that  empty  themselves  into  the  river  St. 
Lawrence,  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  Ocean  to  the  north-westernmost 
head  of  Connecticnt  River,  thence  down 
along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  4dth 
degree  of  north  latitude,  thence  by  a  line 
doe  west  on  said  latitude  until  it  strikes 
the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy,  has  not 
yet  been  surveyed ;  it  is  agreed  that  for 
these  several  purposes  two  commissioners 
shall  be  appointed,  sworn,  and  authorixed 
to  act  exactly  in  the  manner  directed  with 
respect  to  those  mentioned  in  the  next 
preceding  articlcj  unless  otherwise  speci- 
fied in  the  present  article.  The  said  com- 
missioners shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in 
the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  and  shaH 
liave  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place 
ior  places  aa  they  shall  think  fit.    The  seid 


commissioners  shall  have  power  to  ascer- 
tain and  determine  the  points  above  men- 
tioned, in  conformity  with  the  provisions 
of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  of  178S  ;  and 
shall  cause  the  boundary  aforesaid,  from 
the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix  to  the 
river  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy  to  be  surveyed 
and  marked  according  to  the  said  provi- 
sions; the  said  commissioners -shall  make 
B  map  of  the  said  boundary,  and  annej^ed 
to  it  a  declaration  under  their  bands  and 
seals,  certifying  it  to  be  the  true  map  of 
the  said  boundary,  and  particularizing  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  the  north-west 
angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  of  the  north- western- 
most head  of  Connecticut  River,  and  of 
such  other  points  of  the  said  boundary  a^ 
they  may  deem  proper.  And  both  parties 
agree  to  consider  such  map.  and  declara- 
tion as  finally  and  conclusively  fixine  the 
said  boundary.  And  in  the  event  of  the 
said  two  commissioners  differing,  or  both, 
or  either  of  them,  refusing,  declining,  or 
wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  de- 
clarations, or  statements  shall  be  made  by 
them,  or  either  of  them,  and  such  reference 
to  a  friendly  Sovereign  or  State  ^all  be 
made  in  all  respects,  as  in  the  latter  part 
of  the  fourth  article  is  contained,  and  in  as 
full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein 
repeated. 

Art.  6. — Whereas  by  the  former  treaty 
of  peace,  that  portion  of  the  boundary  of 
the  United  States  from  the  poinl  where 
the  45th  degree  of  north  latitude  strikes 
the  River  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy,  to  the 
Lake  Superior,  was  declared  to  t>e  "  along 
the  middle  of  the  said  river  into  Lake 
Ontario,  through  the  middle  of  the  said 
lajce,  until  it  strikes  the  communication 
by  water  between  that  lake  and  Lake  Erie, 
thence  along  the  middle  of  the  said  com- 
munication into  Lake  Erie,  through  the 
middle  of  the  said  lake^  until  it  arrives 
at  the  water  communication  into  the  Lake 
Huron,  thence  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake  to  the  water  communication  between 
that  lake  and  Lake  Superior ;"  and  whereas 
donbts  have  arisen  what  was  the  middle 
of  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water  commn- 
nications>  and  whether  certain  islands 
lying  in  the  same,  were  within  the  domi- 
nions of  his  Britannic  Majesty  or  of  the 
United  States:— in  order,  therefore,  finally 
to  decide  these  doubts,  they  shall  be  re- 
ferred to*  twQ  commissioners,  to  be  ap- 
pointed, sworn,  and'  authorised  to  act 
exactly  in  the  manner  directed  with  re- 
spect to  those  mentioned  in  the  next  pre- 
ceding article^  unless  otherwise  specified 
in  this  preient  article.    The  said  coounis* 
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tioners  shall  meet,  in  the  first  instancei 
at  Albany,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
shall  have  power  to  adjourn'  to  such  other 
place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit* 
The  said  commissioners  shall,  by  a  report 
or  declaration,  under  their  hands  and 
seals,  designate  the  boundary  through  the 
said  rirer,  lakes,  and  water  communica- 
tions, and  decide  to  which  of  the  two  con* 
tracting  parties  the  several  islands  lying 
within  the  said  rivers,  lakes,  and  water 
communications,  do  respectively  belong, 
Ih  conformity  with  the  true  intent  of  the 
said  Treaty  of  1783.  And  both  parties 
agree  to  consider  such  designation  and 
decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  And  in 
the  event  of  the  said  two  commissioners 
•diflTering,  or  both  or  either  of  them  re- 
fusing, declining,  or  wilfully  omitting  to 
act,  such  reports,  declarations,  or  state- 
ments, shall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of 
them,  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly 
Sovereign  or  State  shall  be  made,  in  alt 
respects  as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  4th  Ar- 
ticle is  contained,  and  in  as  full  a  manner 
as  if  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 

Art.  7. — It  is  further  agreed,  that  the 
said  two  last-mentioned  commissioneni, 
after  they  shall  have  executed  the  duties 
assigned  to  them  in  the  preceding  article, 
shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
upon  their  oaths  impartially  to  fix  and 
determine,  according  to  the  true  intent  of 
the  said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783,  that 
part  of  the  boundary  between  the  dorai- 
.nions  of  the  two  Powers,  which  extends 
from  the  water  communication  between 
Lake  Huron  and  Lake  Superior,  to  the 
iBost  north-western  point  of  the  Lake  of 
the  Woods ;  to  decide  to  which  of  the  two 
parties  the  several  islands  lying  in  the 
lakes,  water  communications,  and  rivers 
forming  the  said  boundsry,  do  respec- 
tively belong,  in  conformity  with  the  true 
intent  of  the  said  Treaty  of  Peace  of  1783, 
and  to  cause  such  parts  of  the  said  boun- 
dary as  require  it  to  be  surveyed  and 
marked.  The  said  commissioners  shall  by 
a  report  or  declaration,  under  their  hsnda^ 
and  seals,  designate  the  boundary  afore-' 
said,  state  their  decision  on  the  points 
thus  referred  to  them,  and  particularize 
the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  most 
-oorth- western  point  of  the  Lake  of  the 
Woods,  and  of  such  other  parts  of  the  said 
boundary  as  they  may  deem  proper.  And 
both  psrties  agree  to  consider  such  desig- 
liation  and  decision  as  final  and  conclusive. 
And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  commis* 
sioners  difieringi  or  both,  or  either  ef 
ll^em,   refusing,    declining,    or    wilfully 
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omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations, 
or  statements  shall  be  made  by  thtm,  or 
either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a 
firiendly  Sovereign  or  State  shall  be  mada 
in  all  respects  as  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
fourth  Article  is  contained,  and  in  as  full 
a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  re« 
peated. 

Art.  6. — The  several  boards  of  two  com* 
misstoners,  mentioned  in  the  four  preced- 
ing Articles,  shall  respectively  have  power 
to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  toeasploy  sacli 
surveyors  or  other  persons  as  they  shall 
judge  necessary.  Duplicates  of  all  their 
respective  reports, declarations, statements, 
and  decisions,  and  of  their  accounts,  and 
of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings,  shall  « 
be  delivered  by  them  to  the  agents  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  and  to  the  agents  of 
the  United  States,  who  may  be  respec* 
tif  ely  appointed  and  authorized  to  manage 
the  business  on  behalf  of  their  respective 
Governments.  The  said  commissioners 
shall  be  respectively  paid  in  such  manner 
as  shall  be  agreed  between  the  two  con- 
tracting parties,  such  agreement  being  to 
be  settled  at  the  time  of  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  this  Treaty.  And  all 
other  expenses  attending  the  said  commis- 
sions, shall  be  defrayed  equally  by  the 
two  parties.  And  in  the  case  of  deaths 
sickness,  resignation,  or  necessary  ab* 
seneci  the  place  of  every  such  com  mis* 
sioner  respectively  shall  be  supplied  in  the 
same  manner  as  sach  commissioner  was 
first  appointed,  and  the  new  commissioner 
shall  take  the  same  oath  or  affirmation, 
and  do  the  same  duties. 

It  is  further  agreed  between  the  two 
contracting  parties,  that  in  case  any  of  the 
islands  mentioned  in  any  of  the  preceding 
articles,  which  were  in  the  possession  of 
one  of  the  parties  prior  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  war  between  the  two 
countries,  shoald,  by  the  decision  of  any 
of  the  boards  of  commissioners  aforesakl, 
or  of  the  Sovereign  or  States  so  referred 
to,  as  in  the  foar  next  preceding  Articles 
contained,  fall  within  the  dominions  of  the 
other  party,  all  grants  of  land  made  pre- 
vious to  the  commencement  of  the  war  by 
the  party  having  had  such  possession, 
shall  (m  as  valid  as  if  such  island  or  islands 
had,  by  such  decinon  or  decisions,  been 
adjudged  to  be  within  the  dominions  of 
the  party  having  had  such  possession. ' 

Art.  9.^The  United  States  of  America 
engsge  to  put  an  end,  immediately  after 
fhe  ratification  of  the  present  Treaty,  to 
hostilities  with  ail  the  tribes  or  nations  of 
Indians  with  whom  they  may  be  al  srar  al 
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the  time  •£  such  ratification^  and  forthwith 
to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  natiotas  respec* 
lively,  all  ibeposiessioos,  rights,  and  privi*. 
leges  which  they  may  have  enjoyed,  or 
been  entitled  to  in  1811,  prevtotts  to  such 
hostilities.  Provided  always,  that  such 
tribes  or  nations  shall  agree  to  desist  from 
ail  hostilities  against  the  United  States  of 
America,  their  citizens  and  subjects,  upon 
the  raiificalioo  of  the  present  Treaty  tieing 
notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  and  shall 
so  desiit  accordingly. 

And  his  Briunnic  Majesty  engages 
on  his  part,  to  put  an  end  immediately 
after  the  ratification  of  the  present  Treaty, 
to  hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  na- 
tions of  Indians  with  whom  he  may  be  at 
war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification,  and 
forihwiih  to  restore  to  such  tribes  or 
nations  respectively,  all  the  possessions, 
rights,  and  privileges,  which  they  may 
have  enjoyed  or  been  entitled  to  in  181 1 1 
previous  to  such  hostiliiies.  Provided  al- 
ways, that  such  tribes  or  nations  shall 
agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against 
bis  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  subjects, 
vpon  the  ratification  of  the  present  Treaty 
being  notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations, 
and  shall  so  desist  accordingly. 

Art.  10. — ^Whereas  the  traffic  in  Slaves 
is  irreconcilable  with  the  principles  of 
humaDtty  and  justice,  and  whereas  both 
his  Majesty  and  the  United  States  are  de- 
sirous of  continuing  their  efforts  to  pro- 
mote its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby  agreed 
that  both  the  contracting  parties  shall  use 
their  best  endeavours  to  accomplish  so 
desirable  an  object. 

Art.  U.— This  Treaty,  when  the  same 
shall  have  been  ratified  on  both  sides 
without  alteration  by  either  of  the  con* 
tracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications 
mutually  exchanged,  shall  be  binding  on 
both  parties ;  and  the  ratifications  shall  be 
exchanged  at  Washington,  in  the  space  of 
four  months  from  this  day,  or  sooner  if 
practicable. 

In  faith  whereof,  we  the  respective 
plenipotentiaries  have  signed  this  Treaty, 
and  have  thereunto  affixed  our  seals. 

Done  in  triplicate  at  Ghent,  the  Qiih 
day  of  December,  1814. 

(Siffudt)  GAMBiEa. 

H.  GooLBuaif. 
Wm.  Adams. 
John  QoiNcaY  Adams. 
J.  A.  BATAao. 
H.  Clay. 

JOM.   RuSSBtL. 

AqiBRT  Gallatin. 


The  Batificalions  of  the  above  Treaty 
were  duly  exchanged  at  Washington,  at 
eleven  p.  m.  on  the  I7th  ultimo. 

Trbatt  of  Peacb  with  Denmark.] 
Lord  Castiereagh  presented  to  the  House, 
by  the  command  of  the  Prince  Regent^ 
the  following 

TRt;ATY  OP  Peace  between  bis  Britannic 
Majesty  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  . 
Denmark.     Signed  at  Keil,  the  14th 
January,  18 14. 

In  the  name  of  the  Most  Holy^  and  Ua« 
divided  Trinity.  His  Majesty  the  King 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  and  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Denmarki  being  desirous  to  put  an  end  to 
the  calamities  of  the  war  which  has  so 
longdivided  their  states,  and  to  re-establiih 
the  ancient  relations  of  amity  and  good 
understanding,  have  judged  expedient  to 
name  for  this  purpose  their  respective 
plenipotentiaries,  viz.  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent/  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of  the^ 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  Edward  Thornton,  esq.  bis  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minister  Plenipoten* 
tiary  to  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Sweden ; 
and  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Denmark, 
his  Chamberlain  the  Sieur  Edmund  Bourke« 
Grand  Cross  of  the  Order  of  Dannebrog, 
and  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  While 
Eagle ;  which  plenipotentiaries,  after  the 
exchange  of  their  full  powers,  found  in 
full  and  doe  form,  have  agreed  on  the 
following  articles  :-— 

Article  1.— From  the  moment  of  the 
signature  of  the  present  Treaty,  there  shall 
be  peace  and  friendship  between  theic 
Majesties  the  King  of  the  United' King- 
dom of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  . 
the  King  of  Denmak,  and  between  their 
respective  kingdoms,  states,  and  subjects, 
in  all  parts  of  the  world.  All  hostilities 
between  them  shall  cease,  and  all  prixef 
taken  from  the  subjects  of  the  respective 
nations  shall  be  considered  as  null  from 
the  day  of  the  signature  of  the  present 
Treaty,  and  shdil  be  restored  on  botl| 
sides  to  their  respective  owners. 

Art.  II^-^The  respective  prisoners  of 
war  shall,  immediately  after  the  ratifica-  * 
tioii  of  the  present  Treaty,  be  restored 
emmoBU,  on  payment,  on  both  sides,  of 
the  private  debt^  which  they  shall  have 
contracted. 

Art.  S — His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  as)^ 
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Ireland  consents  to  restore  to  his  Danish 
Majesty  all  the  possessions  and  colonies 
«  which  have  been  conquered  by  the  Bri- 
tish arms  in  this  present  war,  except  the 
island  of  Heligoland,  which  his  Britannic 
Majesty  reserves  to  himself  with  full  and 
vnlioiited  sovereignty. 

Art.  4.— The  restoring  of  the  colonies 
Aall  be  performed  according  to  the  same 
rules  and  principles  which  were  laid  down 
wl^en  his  Britannic  Majesty  gave  up  to 
his  Danish  Majesty  these  same  colonies 
in  the  year  ISO).  With  regard  to  the 
island  of  j^nholt,  it  is  agreed  that  it-shall 
be  given  back  one  month  after  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  present  Treaty,  unless  the 
season  and  the  difficulty  of  navigation 
should  present  instfrmountable  obstacles. 

Art.  5. — His  Britannic  Majesty  having 
stipulated  with' his  allies  the  Emperor  of 
Russia,  tlie  Ring  of  Sweden,  and  the  King 
df  Prussia,  not  to  conclude  either  armis* 
tice  or  peace  with  their  common  enemies, 
but  by  mutual  consent,  it  is  understood, 
that  the  peace,  re-established  by  the  pre* 
sent  Treaty,  and  by  the  Treaty  signed 
this  day  between  the  King  of  Denmark 
and  the  King  of  Sweden,  shall  in  conse- 
quence be  extended  to  the  above-men- 
tioned allies,  by  the  means  of  negocia- 
tions,  the 'which  shall  be  entered  upon  as 
soon  as  possible^  his  Britannic  Majesty 
'  engagmg  himself  to  employ  his  good 
offices  with  his  allies  in  order  that  their 
respective  relations  with  his  Danish  Ma- 
jesty may  be  renewed  .upon  the  same 
footing  as  they  were  before  the  war. 

His  Danish  Majesty,  relying  with  full 
confidence  on  the  good  offices  of  their 
Britannic  and  Swedish  Majesties,  for  the 
purpose,  as  soon  as  possible,  of  restoring 
the  peaceable  and  friendly  connexions 
between  his  Majesty  the  Emperor  of 
Kussia  and  King  of  Prussia,  as  they  were 
before  the  war,  consents  to  make  all 
hostilities  towttrds  the  allies  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Sweden  immediately  cease.  All 
prizes  which  have  been  made  since  this 
Treaty  has  been  signed,  shall  be  restored : 
his  Danish  Majesty  relying  on  a  complete 
reciprocity  in  this  respect. 

ArL  6. — His  Danish  Majesty  consents 
to  take  an  active  part  with  the  Allied 
Powers  in  the  present  war  against  France, 
and  to  furnish  ten  thousand  men,  which 
corps  is  to  be  attached  to  the  army  of  the 
North  of  Germany,  and  snder  the  imme- 
diate command  of  his  royal  highness  the 
Crown  Prince  of  Sweden,  to  be  placed 
on  the  same  footing,  and  to  be  treated  in 
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every  respect  in  the  same  manner  as  the 
Swedish  troops  which  constitute  a  pari 
of  the  said  array,  his  Britannic  Majesty 
engaging  himself  to  pay  to  his  Danish 
Majesty,  for  the  maintenance  of  the  said 
troops,  a  certain  sum,  to  be. provided  for 
every  month  in  this  present  y^ar,  in  the 
proportion  of  four  hundred  thousand 
pounds  sterling  a  year,  from  the  day  on 
which  they  are  placed  under  the  com* 
mand  of  the  Swedish  Crown  Prince.  This 
corps  shall  be  always  kept  up  to  iu  full 
complement,  which  may  be  ascertained 
by  a  commissary  namea  for  that  purpose 
on  the  part  of  his  Britannic  Majesty. 

It  is  however  understood  by  the  high 
contracting  parties,  that  these  payments 
are  to  cease  from  the  time  his  Britannic 
Majestjir  shall  declaire  such  troops  not  to 
be  required  for  the  good  of  the  common 
cause,  or  by  the  conclusion  of  a  general 
peace.  A  proper  time  shall  be  allowed, 
concerning  which  an  amicable  arrange- 
ment shall  be  made,  for  the  troops  to  return 
to  his  Danish  Majesty's  dominions. 

Art.  7.— The  commercial  relations  be-* 
tween  the  subjects  of  the  high  contracting 
parties  shall  again  return  to  the  usual 
order,  as  existing  before  the  present  war 
began.  They  moreover  reciprocally  agree 
to  adopt  measures,  as  soon  as  possible, 
for  giving  the  same  greater  force  and 
extent. 

Art.  8.— His  Majesty  the  King  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  and  the  British  nation  being  ex- 
tremely desirous  of  totally  abolishing  the 
Slafe  Trade,  the  King  of  Denmark  en- 
gages io  co-operate  with  his  said  Majesty 
for  the  completion  of  so  beneficent  a  work, 
and  to  prohibit  all  his  subjecu,  in  the 
most  effectual  manner,  and  by  the  most 
solemn  laws,  from  taking  any  share  in 
such  trade. 

Art.  9.— -The  two  high  contracting 
parties  t)blige  themselves  reciprocally, 
not  to  conclude  any  peace  or  truce  with 
France,  but  by  mutual  consent. 

Art.  10. — ^Whereas  his  Danish  Majesty, 
in  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  peace  this  day 
concluded  with  the  King  of  Sweden,  has 
ceded  Norway  to  his  said  Majesty  for  a 
certain  provided  iodeoyiity,  his  Britannic 
Majesty,. who  thus  has  seen  his  engage- 
ments contracted  with  Sweden  in  this 
respect  fulfilled,  promises,  in  concert  with 
the  King  of  Sweden,  to  employ  his  good 
offices  with  the  Allied  Powers,  at  the  ge- 
neral peace,  to  obtain  for  Denmark  a  pro- 
per indemnity  for  the  cession  of  Norway. 
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Art.  11.— The  Mqoestrations  which 
have,  been  laid,  by  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  on  property  not  already  con- 
fiscated or  condemned,  shall  be  raised  im- 
taediately  afler  the  ratification  of  this 
Treaty. 

Art.  12.«-Hts  Majesty  the  King  of 
Sweden  having  engaged,  by  the  sixtl) 
Article  of  the  Traaty  of  Alliance  with  his 
Britannic  Majesty,  concluded  at  Stock- 
holm the  3d  of  March  i8 13,  to  grant, 
for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions of  the  said  Treaty,  to  the  subjects  of 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  the  privileges  of 
iiepSi  in  the  port  of  Stralsond,  of  all 
articles  being  the  growth  or  manufacture 
of  Great  Britain,  or  of  her  colonies,  on 
paying  a  doty  of  one  per  cent  ad  valorem 
on  such  articles  and  merchandize  on  im- 
port and  export;  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
l)enmark  promises  to  fulfil,  in  his  new 
character  of  Sovereign  of  Swedish  Po- 
merania,  the  said  stipulation,  by  substi- 
tuting Danish  for  Swedish  bottoms. 

Art.  )3.— All  the  ancient  treaties  of 
peace  and  commerce  between  the  former 
Sovereigns  of  England  and  Denmark  are 
hereby  renewed  in  their  full  extent,  so  far 
as  they  are  not  contradictory  to  the  stipo- 
lations  of  the  present  Treaty. 

Apt.  14.-*This  Treikty  of  Peace  shall 
be  ratified  by  the  two  high  cdntracting 
parties ;  the  ratifications  to  be  exchanged 
at  Kiel  within  one  month,  or  sooner  if 
practicable. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned, 
by  virtue  of  our  full  powers,  have  signed 
the  present  Treaty  of  Peace,  and  thereto 
affixed  the  seal  of  our  arms.^Done  at 
Kiel,  the  14th  January,  1814. 
EowAao  TaoaNTON.  Edmuhd  BouaRs* 
(L.S.)  (US.) 

Additional  AaricLEs  to  the  Definitive 
Treaty  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jesty and  the  King  of  Denmark, 
signed  at.  Kiel  the  14th  of  January, 
1814. 

Art.  1.— The  evaeuations,  cessions,  and 
restitutions,  stipulated  by  the  above-men- 
tioned Treaty,  shall  be  executed,  in 
Europe  within  a  month,  in  the  seas  of 
America  within  three  months,  and  in  the 
continent  and  seas  of  Asia  within  six 
months  after  the  ratifications  of  the  Defi- 
nitive Treaty. 

Art  2. — In  all  cases  of  restitution 
•greed  upon  by  the  present  Treaty,  the 
fortifications  shall  be  deliTer<sd  op  in  the 


state  in  which  they  were  at  the  moment 
of  the  signature  of  the  Definitive  Treaty, 
and  all  works  which  shall  have  been  con* 
structed  since  the  occupation  shall  re-> 
main  untouched. 

It  is  further  agreed,  that  in  all  the  case* 
of  cession  stipulated,  there  shall  be  allowed 
to  the  inhabitants  of  whatever  condition  or 
nation  they  may  be,  a  term  of  three  years, 
reckoning  from  the  notification  of  the  pre- 
sent Treaty,  td  dispose  of  their  property, 
acquired  and  possessed  whether  before  or 
in  the  course  of  the  war,  during  which 
term  of  three  years  they  sh**.!!  be  at  liberty 
freely  to  extfcise  their  religion,  and  to 
enjoy  their  property.  The  same  facility 
is  granted  wit  bin' the  countries  reatored,  to 
all  persons,  inhabitants,  or  others,  who 
shall  have  formed  any  establishments 
during  the  time  which  those  countries 
were  possessed  by  Great  Britain. 

In  respect  to  the  inhabitants  or  the 
countries  restored  or  ceded,  it  is  agreed 
that  no  one  shall  be  persecuted,  disturbed, 
or  troubled,  either  personally  or  in  his 
property,  ^  under  any  pretext  on  account 
of  his  political  opinions  or  conduct,  or  of 
his  attachment  to  either  of  the  high  con- 
tracting parties,  or  for  any  other  cause, 
unless  it  be  for  debts  contracted  with  in- 
dividuals, or  for  acts  subsequent  to  the 
present  Treaty. 

Art.  3.«— The  decision  of  every  claim . 
between  individuals  of  the  respective  na- 
tions for  any  debts,  property,  efiTects,  or 
rights  whatever,  which  conformably  to 
common  usage  and  the  law  of  nations 
ought  to  be  brought  forward,  shall  be,  rar 
ferred  to  the  competent  tribunals,  and  fh 
such  cases  there  shall  be  prompt  and  com- 
plete justice  rendered  in  the  countries 
where  the  claims  are  respectively  pot  forth. 

These  additional  articles  shall  make  a 
part  of  the  Treaty  signed  the  14th  January, 
1814,  and  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
validity  as  if  they  were  inserted  word  for 
word  in  the  said  Treaty. 

They  shall  be  ratified  by  the  two  high 
contracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications 
shall  be  exchanged  within  four  weeks,  or 
sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned, 
in  virtue  of  our  respective  full  powers, 
have  signed  the  present  additional  articles, 
and  have  affixed  thereto  the  seal  of  our 
arms. 

Done  at  Liege,  the  7lh  of  April  1814. 


EnwAao  Thointon. 
(US.) 


Edmund  Bourkb. 
'       (L.S.) 
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Additional  Article  to  the  Definitive 
Treaty  betweeo  his  Britannic  Ma* 
jesty  and  the  King  of  Denmark,  signed 
at  Kiel  the  14th  of  January,  1814. 

It  is  agreed  between  the  two'  high 
contracting  parties,  that  the  same  secu- 
rity of  person  and  property,  which  has 
been  stipulated  by  the  additional  articles 
signed  this  day,  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  restored  or  ceded  countries,  shall  be 
ftObrded  to  all  the  subjects  of  his  Ma- 
jesty th)e  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  >nd  Ireland,  whether  British 
or  Hanoverians,  and  of  his  Majesty  the 
King  of  Denmark,  who  shall  have  taken 
an  active  part  in  the  present  war,  which 
has  disturbed  so  many  countries,  and  that 
no  one  shall  be  persecuted,  disturbed,  or 
troubled,  on  account  of  his  political  conduct 
or  opinions  during  the  course  of  the  war. 

Tins  additional  article  shall  make  part 
of  the  Treaty  signed  the  14th  January 
1814,  and  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
validity  as  if  it  was  inserted  word  for 
word  in  the  said  Treaty. 

It  shall  be  ratified  by  the  two  high 
contracting  parties,  and  the  ratifications 
shall  be  exchanged  within  four  weeks,  or 
sooner  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned, 
in  virtue  of  our  respective  full  powers, 
have  signed  the  present  additional  article, 
and  affixed  thereto  the  seal  of  our  arms. 
Done  at  Liege,  the  7  th  of  April  1814. 
Edward  Thornton.  Edmund  Bourke. 
(L.  S.)  (L,  S.) 

His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent's 
Ratification  of  a  Definitive  Treaty  of 
Peace,  Friendship,  and  Alliance,  be- 
tween his  Majesty  and  the  King  of 
Denmark.  Signed  at  Kiel,  14th 
January,  1814. 

George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God# 
of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
&c.  &e.  &c«  10  all  and  singular  to  whom 
these  presents  shall  come,  greeting  :— 
Whereas  a  Definitive  Treaty  of  Peace, 
Friendship  and  Alliance,  between  his  Ma- 
jesty and  his  good  Brother,  the  King  of 
Denmark,  was  concluded  and  signed  at 
Kiel,  in  Holstetn,  on  the  fourteenth  of  this 
instant  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  fourteen,  by  the  Plenipotentiaries 
of  his  Majesty  and  his  said  good  Brother, 
duly  and  respectively  authorized  for  that 
purpose,  which  Definitive  Treaty  is  word 
for  word  as  follows  :— 
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We,  having  seen  and  considered  the 
Definitive  Treaty  aforesaid,  have,  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty, 
approved,  ratified,  accepted,  and  con* 
firmed  the  same  in  all  and  every  one  of 
its  Articles  and  Clauses,  save  and  except 
the  fourth  Article,  as  we  do  by  these  *pre- 
sents  so  approve,  ratify,  accept,  and  coo* 
firm  it  for  bis  Majesty,  his  heirs,  and  suc- 
cessors; engaging  and  promising  upon 
our  word,  that  we  will  sincerely  and  faith- 
fully perform  and  observe  all  and  singular 
the  things  which  are  contained  and  ex- 
pressed in  the  aforesaid  Definitive  Treaty, 
save  as  before  excepted  ;  and  that  we  will 
never  suffer  the  same  to  be  violated  by  any 
one,  or  transgressed  in  anv  manner,  as  far 
as  it  lies  in  our  power.  )?ar  the  greater 
testimony  and  validity  of  all  which,  save 
as  before  excepted,  we  have,  in  the  name 
and  on  the  behalf  of  bis  Majesty,  caused 
the  Great  Seal  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  to  be  affixed  lo 
these  presents,  which  we  have  signed  with 
our  hand. 

Given  at  the  Palace  of  Carlton  Home, 
the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  fourteen,  and  in  the  fifty-fourth  year 
of  his  Majesty's  reign. 

In  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  his  Ma- 
jesty. George,  P.  R. 

Convention  with  Spain.]  Lord  Cat* 
tlereagh  presented,  by  command  of  the 
Prince  Regent, 

A  Convention  between  his  Britannic  Ma- 

_  • 

jesty  and  his  Catholic  Majesty  Fer- 
dinand the  7th.  Signed  at  London, 
Feb.  5,  1814. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  and 
Undivided  Trinity  : 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  Ferdinand  the 
7th,  being  equally  desirous  of  promoting 
the  good  understanding  which  happily 
subsists  between  then,  and  of  preventing 
any  difierences  which  might  arise  r«-> 
specting  the  disposal  of  vessels  and  gooda 
recaptured  from  the  enemy  by  either 
party,  have  judged  it  expedient  that  a 
Convention  should  be  entered  into  upon 
that  subject:  for  this  purpose  th^y  have 
named  their  respective  plenipotentiaries-^ 
that  is  to  say,  hia  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  Hcnrj 
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Earl  Bathont,  Baron  Batburst  and  Apsley, 
9oe  of  bis  Majetfty's  principal  Secretaries 
of  State*  a  member  of  bis  Majesty's  most 
hoDoorable  Pri? y  CoonciU  and  a  peer  of 
tbe  Parliament  of  tbe  United  Kingdom, 
i&c*  &c.  &c.  and  tbe  Regency  of  tbe 
Spatns,  acting  in  tbe  name  and  on  the 
bebalf  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  Ferdinand 
Ibo  7th0  Don  Carlos  Joze  Gotierres  de  los 
Rios  Fernandez  de  Cordova  Sarmtento  de 
Sotomayor*  fee.  &c.;  Count  de  Fernan 
Nnnez  and  Barajas»  marqnis  of  Caskel 
Moncayot  duke  of  Montellano,  Arco*  and 
Aremberg,  prince  of  Barbanaon,  and  of 
tbe  Holy  Roman  Empire*  &c.  he*  &c. 
Grandee  of  Spain  of  the  First  Class, 
Knight  Grand  Cress  of  tbe  Royal  and 
distinguished  Order  of  Charles  the  Third, 
Gentleman  of  the  Chamber  in  actual 
Senrice»  Colonel  of  tbe  Regiment  of  Ca- 
valry bearing  bis  Catholic  Majesty's 
Bame»  and  bis  Ambassador  Extraordinary 
and  Plenipotentiary  to  his  Btitannic  Ma- 
jesty ;  who»  having  duly  communicated 
to  each  other  their  respective  full  powers, 
drawn  op  in  due  form,  hafe  agreed  upon 
the  following  article  :— 

It  is  agreed  that  any  ships  or  goods  be- 
longing to  either  of  the  contracting  p^r* 
tiee«  which  shall  have  been  taken  by  the 
•aemy,  and  shall  be  afterwards  retaken 
by  any  ship  or  vessel  belonging  to  either 
^1  the  contracting  powers*,  shall  recipro- 
cally, in  all  cases,  save  as  hereafter  ex- 
cepted, be  restored  to  the  former  owners 
or  proprietors,  on  payment  of  salvage  of 
one-eighth  part  of  the  true  value  thereof, 
if  retaken  by  any  ship  of  war ;  and  of  one* 
aistb  part,  if  retaken  by  any  privateer, 
or  other  ship  or  vessel ;  and  in  case  such 
ship  or  goods  shall  have  been  retaken  by 
tbe  joint  operation  of  one  or  more  ships 
of  war,  and  one  or  more  private  ship  or 
ships,  then  on  payment  -mlso  of  the  last- 
mentioned  salvage  of  one-sixth  part. 

But  if  such  ship  or  vessel,  so  retaken, 
•ball  appear  to  have  been,  after  the  taking 
by  the  enemy,  set  forth  as  a  ship  or. vessel 
of  war,  tbe  said  ship  or  vessel  shall  not 
be  restored  to  the  former  owners  or  pro- 
prietors; but  shall,  in  all  cases,  whether 
retaken  by  any  ship  of  war,  or  by  any 
privateer  or  other  vessel,  be  adjudged 
lawful  prise  for  the  benefit  of  the  captors. 

The  present  Convention  shall  be  rati- 
fied by  the  two  high  contracting  parties, 
•lid  the  ratifications  exchanged  at  London 
io  six  weeks,  or  sooner,  if  possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we,  the  undersigned 
Pleoipotonttarics.  hava  signed,  in  virtue  of 
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our  respective  full  powers,  the  present 
Convention,  and  have  affixed  thereto  the 
seals  of  ou^  arms. 

Bone  at  London,  this  5tb  day  of  Fe» 
bruary,  1814.        (L.  S.)      Bathurst. 

(L.  S.)  El  Conde  db  Fbrnam  Ndnbz, 
Duque  de  Montellano. 

Treaty  op  Fbibndship  and  Alliance 
WITH  Spain.]  Lord  Castlereagh  also  pre* 
sented,  by  command  of  the  Prince  Regent^ 
the  following 

Treaty  of  Friendship  and  Alliance  be- 
tween his  Britannic  Msjesty  and  his 
Catholic  Majesty,  Ferdinand  tbe  7tb. 
Signed  at  Madrid,  the  5ih  day  of 
July,  1814. 

In  the  Name  of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity. 

His  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  being  equally 
animated  by  a  desire  to  strengthen  and 
perpetuate  the  union  and  alliancn  which 
have  been  the  principal  means  of  re«esta* 
blishing  the  balance  of  power  in  EoropOt 
and  of  restoring  peace  to  the  worlds  have 
constituted  and  appointed,  that  is  to  say  ; 
his  Majesty  the  King  of  the  United  King^ 
dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  this 
right  honourable  sir  Henry  Wellesleyj, 
one  of  bis  Majesty's  most  honoorsblo 
Privy  Council,  Knight  Companion  of  the 
most  honourable  Order  of  the  Bath,  and 
his  Majesty's  Ambassador  Esiraordioary 
and  Plenipotentiary  to  his  Catholic  Ma^ 
jesty;  and  his  Catholic  Majesty,  Don 
Josef  Miguel  de  Carbajal  y  Vargas,  duke 
of  San  Carlos,  count  of  Castillejo  and  of 
Puerto^  Grandee  of  Spain  of  the  First 
Class,  Knight  of  the  most  illustrious  Order 
of  tbe  Golden  Fleece,  Grand  Cross  of 
the  Royal  an<^  distinguished  Order  of 
Charles  5,  Commander  of  Esparagoaa 
de  Lares  in  the  Order  of  Alcantara,  chief 
Major-domo  of  the  King,  and  Gentleman 
of  his  Chamber,  Lieutenant-general  in  the 
Royal  army,  Counsellor  of  Sute,  and  First 
Secretary  of  State  and  of  general  dis- 
patch ;  who,  after  having  exchanged 
their  respective  full  powers,  and  finding 
them  in  good  and  due  form,  have  agreed 
to  and  concluded  the  following;  arlicles :— « 

Art*  J. — ^There shall  be  in  foture  a  strict 
and  intimate  alliance  between  hb  Majesty 
the  King  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  and  bis  Catholic  Ma« 
jesty,  their  heirs  -and  successors ;  and  in 
consequence  of  this  intimate  union,  tho 
high  contracting  paittea  shall  endeavour 
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to  forward,  by  all  possible  means,  their 
respective  interests. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  his  Catholic 
Majesty  declare,  however,  that  in  drawing 
closer  the  ties  so  happily  sobsisting  be- 
tween them,  their  object  is  by  no  means 
to  injure  any  other  state. 

Art.'2.— The  present  alliance  shall  in 
no  way. derogate  from  the  treaties  and 
alliances  which  the  high  contracting  par* 
ties  may  have  .with  ptber  powers;  it  being 
understood  that  the  said  treaties  are  not 
contrary  to  the  friendship  and  good  an* 
derstyiding,  which  it  is  the  object  of  the 
present  treaty  to  cement  and  perpetuate. 

Art.  3.— It  having  been  agreed  by  the 
treaty  signed  at  London  on  the  14th  day 
of  January,  1809,  to  proceed  to  the  nego- 
tiation of  a  treaty  of  commerce  between 
Great  Britain  and  Spain,  as  soon  as  it 
should  be  practicable  so  to  do,  and  the 
two  high  contracting  parties  desiring  ma* 
tually  to  protect  andextend  the  commerce 
between  their  respective  subjects,  promise 
to  proceed  without  delay  to  the  formation 
of  a  definitive  arrangement  of  commerce. 

Art.  4.<^In  the  event  of  the  commerce 
of  the  Spanish  American  possessions  being 
opened  to  foreign  nations,  his  Catholic 
Majesty  promises  that  Great  Britain  ehail 
be  admitted  to  trade  with  those  posses- 
tions  as  the  most  favoured  natioob 

Art.  5.— The  present  treaty  shall  be 
ratified,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  ex- 
changed within  forty  days,  or  sooner  if; 
possible. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned 
plenipotentiaries  have  signed,  in  virtue  of 
respective  full  powers,  the  present*  treaty 
of  friendship  and  alliance,  and  have  sealed 
it  with  the  seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  in  Madrid,  this  5lh  day  of  July, 
1814.  (L  S. )     H.  Wellesley. 

■     4 

Three  Additional  Articles  to  the  Treaty 

\      of  Friendship  and  Alliance  between 

his  Majesty  and  his  Catholic  Majesty 

Ferdinand  the  7th,  signed  at  Madrid, 

August  28,  1814. 

Art.  1.-— It  is  agreed  that,  pending  the 
Begociation  of  a  new  Treaty  of  Commerce, 
Great  Britain  shall  be  admitted  to  trade 
with '  Spain  upon  the  same  conditions  as 
those  which  existed  previously  to  the 
year  1 796.  All  the  Treaties  of  Commerce 
which  at  that  period  subsisted  between 
the  two  nations  bejng  hereby  ratified  and 
confirmed. 

Art,  S.-'His  Catholic  Majesty  concur- 
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ring  in  the  fullest  manner  in  the  senti- 
ments of  his  Britannic  Majesty  with  re-* 
spect  to  the  injustice  and  inhumanity  of. 
the  traffic  in  slaves,  will  take  into  consv^ 
deration,  with  the  deliberation  which  the 
state. of  his  possessions  in  America  de* 
mands,  the  means  of  acting  in  conformity 
with  those  sentiments.  His  Catholic  Ma«~ 
jesty  promises,' moreover,  to  prohibit  bis 
subjects  from  engaging  in  the  Slave  Trade, 
for  the  purpose  of  supplying  any  islands 
or  possessions  excepting  those  appertain* 
ing  to  Spain,  and  to  prevent  likewise,  by.; 
effectual  measures  and  regulations,  the 
protection  of  the  Spanish  flag  being  given 
to  foreigners  who  may  engage  in  thie 
traffic,  whether  subjects  of  his  Britannic 
Majesty  or  of  any  other  state  or  power. 

Art.  3.— His  Britannic  Majesty  being 
anxious  that  the  troubles  and  disturbances 
which  unfortunately  prevail  in  the  dorni* 
nions  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  in  America 
should  entirely  cease,  and  the  subjects  of 
those  provinces  should  return  to  their 
obedience  to  their  lawful  sovereign,  en^ 
gages  to  take  the  most  effisctual  measures 
for  preventing  his'  subjects  from  furnishing 
arms,  amnwnition,  or  any  other  warlike 
article  to  the  rei^blted  in  America. 

The  present  additional  AVticles  shall 
form  an  integral  part  of  the  Treaty  of 
Friendship  and  Alliance  signed  on  the  5th 
day  of  July,  and  shall  have  the  same  force 
and  validity  as  if  they  were  inserted  word 
for  word,  and  shall  be  ratified  within  forty 
days,  or  sooner,  if  possible. . 

In  witness  whereof,  we  the  undersigned 
Plenipotentiaries,  in  virtue  of  our  respec^ 
tive  fall  powers,  have  signed  the  present 
additional  Articles,  and  have  sealed  them 
with  the  seals  of  our  arms. 

Done  at  Madrid,  this  28th  day  of 
August,  1814. 

(L.  S.)        H.  Wellesley, 

CoNGBEss  AT  ViENNA.]  Lord  Coitkrcog^ 
requested  the  right  hon.  baronet  whose 
motion  respecting  the  Alien  Act  stood  for 
that  evening,  to  postpone  it. 
.  Sir  J,  Ntwport  consented  to  the  post* 
pooement  of  bis  motion  until  Tuesday. 

Mr.  WhUhrtad  said,  that  he  had  a  motion 
respecting  the  case  of  Mr.  Correa,  which 
stood  for  that  evening,  and  which  he 
should  also  postpone.  He  should  meDtion^ 
that  in  the  absence  of  the  noble  lord  he 
had  postponed  his  motion  respecting  the> 
proceedings  of  t6e  Congress  at  Vienna  to 
Monday  next ;  he  wished  to  know  wbO'^ 


9S91 


Congrasai  Viama. 


Maec».10,  IS15* 


D2S0 


ther  tbtl  day  was  convenient  to  the  noble 
lord,  or  whether  the  noble  lord,  by  some 
communioation  oii  the  part  of  the  Prince 
Rei^ent,  woirid  prevent  the  necessity  of 
that  motion  ?  At  the  time  when  he  had 
given  notice  of  his  motion,  he  had  thought 
.it  extraordinary  that  no  soch  commonfca- 
lion  was  to  be  made  on  the  part  of  the 
Boble  lord;  but  now,  after  the  events 
which  had  recently  happened,  it  was  still 
more  extraordinary  that  it  had  not  been 
tbooght  expedient  to  make  the  fullest  dis- 
closure which  could  be  made  consistently 
with  the  public  service,  of  the  proceedings 
which  had  taken  place  at  the  Congress, 
without  its  being  coupled  with  the  fact 
that  it  was  drawn  forth  by  the  motion  of 
an  individual  member  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  He  could  not,  as  he  saw  the 
BOble  lord  in  his  place,  refrain  from  pro- 
testing^as  he  had  before  done  at  a  time 
when  the  noble  lord  was  not  present— -for 
himself^  as  an  individual,  against  concur- 
ring in  any  measures  wbtcb  might  impli> 
eate  Great  Britain  in  the  civil  war  which 
might  now  have  begun  in  France,  on  ac- 
connt  of  the  landing  of  Buonaparte  in  that 
country,  for  any  object  in  which  the  inte- 
rests of  Great  Britain  were  not  immediately 
concerned. 

Lord  Caukra^h  observed,  that  not 
being  in  possession  of  the  nature  of  the 
hon«  member's  motion,  he  could  not  ofl^r 
any  opinion  as  to  the  propriety  or  impro- 
priety of  postponing  a  discussion  upon  it. 
For  his  own  part,  he  had  no  wish  that  it 
should  be  postponed  ;  indeed,  he  saw  no 
reason  for  postponing  it  at  all.  He  had 
only  requested  its  being  deferred  to  Wed- 
nesday, on  account  of  bis  health ;  and  he 
should  be  glad  of  an  opportunity  to  fftve 
any  information  which  he* could  afford 
consistently  with  his  public  duty.  He 
should  therefore  be  happy  to  meet  the 
bon.  gentleman  on  this  ground,  as  soon  as 
possible.  He  was  not  aware  of  any  thing 
which  this  country  had  done  to  preclude 
bim  from  bringing  down  soch  papers  as  he 
had  alluded  to,  and  accompanying  them 
with  any  explanations  |hat  ought  to  be 
communicated.  This  he  thought  would 
be  more  agreeable  to  the  House  than 
bringing  down  such  papers  as  from  the 

Kesent  state  of  things  could-  not  possibly 
I  complete,  and  laying  them  on  the  table 
without  any  explanation  at  all.  As  to 
the  conduct  of  this  Government,  he  was 
conscious  that  it  would  not  deviate  from 
that  spirit  of  good  faith  which  had  ever 
gnidoa  il  ia  all  its  transactions  with  foreign 


Powers;  and  he  was  hot  aware  that  any 
thing  had  occurred  to  induce  it  to  change 
that  line  of  policy  which  had  been  so  uui-- 
▼ersally  approved  of.    With  respect  to 
the  general  advice  of  the  hon.  member, ' 
he  trusted  the  House  would  leave  that . 
question  to  the  responsible  discretion  of* 
his  Majesty's  ministers ;    and  as  to  the 
opinion  or  remonstrance  of  the  hon.  gen-> 
tleman,  he  trusted  the  House  would  feel- 
that  it  could  not,  and  without  meaning  any* 
disrespect  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  wooid 
say  it  ought  not  to  hafe  any  influence* 
upon  their  conduct  whatever.    He  trusted 

*  the  hon.  gentleman  would  not  object  to 
the  universal  feeling  which  pervaded  the 
House  on  the  subject  of  the  present  siiua« 

'  tion  of  France.  The  policy  of  this  Govern- 
ment never  bad  been  to  interfere  in  the 
internal  concerns  of  that  country ;  at  the 
same  time  they  could  not  but  feel,  in 
common  with  the  other  nations  of  £urope, 
deeply  interested  in  supporting  a  govern- 
ment which  had  contributed  to  give  peace 
to  the  world,  in  opposition  to  that  power* 
which  now  aimed  at  its  subversion.     He 
presumed  the  bon.  gentleman  himself  was* 
not  an  exception  to  this  general  feeling. 
As  to  what  measures  the  government  of 
this  country  might  think  proper  to  take 
under  cirf^umstances  which  now  threatened 
again  \o  disturb  the  state  of  universal 
peace,  he  was  sure  the  House  would  not 
pardon  him,  if  he  were  so  far  to  forget  his 
duty,  as  to  hazard  any  opinion  on  them,     r 
Mr.  WhUhrcadt^ii^,  he  had  no  objection 
to  state  the  nature  of  his  intended  motion; 
it  was  for  an  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
for  a  communication  of  such  part  of  thoi 
proceedings  at  Vienna,  as  could  be  made, 
known  without  injury  to  the  public  service. 
He  still  thought  it  extraordinary  that  the 
noble  lord,  on  his  return  from  an « impor-t 
tant  mission,  would  not  make  any  com*, 
manication  to  the  House  until  he  was,  as 
it  were,  arraigned  before  them.    In  bring- 
ing  forward    his  motion  he  should  not 
neglect  to  bring  before  the  House  th*.se. 
facts  by  which  imputation  had  been  cast 
on  the  honour  and  good  faith  of  the  coon* 
try,  which  the  noble  lord  would  refute  if 
he  could.    If  the  noble  lord  sncceeded  in 
justifying  himself,  he  (Mr.  W.)  should  b» 
the  first  to  acknowledge  the  error  into 
which  he  had  been  led  by  publications 
which  bore  the  semblance  of  authority. 
As  to  the  affairs  of  France,  he  had  not* 
alluded  to  them  with  any  idea  that  bei 
should  have  been  attended  to,  but  to  pro* 
test»  and  bo  again  protested^  against  aof 
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interference  in  the  affiiirs  of  that  coontry, 
on  behalf  of  one  or  other  of  the  contend- 
ing parties. 

Lord  Castkreegh  said^  that  nothing  coold 
be  more  unobjectionable  than  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  memWr,  and  the  coorae  which 
be  meant  to  pursue.  He  appealed  to  the 
House,  whether  the  communication  being 
withheld  was  not  less  extraordinary,  than 
would  have  been  a  communication  on  the 
part  of  the  Crown,  made  before  the  Con- 
sress  had  ended  ?  Was  it  not  most  extraor- 
dinary that  such  a  communication  coold 
liaye  been  expected  ?  It  was  proper  also 
to  remark,  though  he  meant  not  to  com- 
plain of  the  conduct  of  the  hon.  member, 
that  more  questions  had  been  pot  daring 
the  progress  of  the  negociations  at  Vienna, 
than  it  had  ever  been  the  habit  of  parlia- 
ment on  any  former  occasion. 

Mr.  Whkhread  said,  that  one  of  the  ex- 
traordinary features  in  the  case  was  the 
noble  lord  s  appearance  in  his  place.  If 
the  affittrs  of  the  Congress  had  not  termi* 
nated,  why  had  the  noble  lord  returned  ? 
Or  if  his  presence  there  was  not  necessary, 
why  had  he  gone  thither  ?  If  nothing  had 
transpired  on  the  subject  of  the  Congress, 
no  questions  would  have  been  heard  from 
him.  His  questions  had  been  founded  on 
public  documents,  naturally  the  subjects 
of  animadversion  ;  and  those  documents 
he  should  bring  forward  on  Monday,  as 
matters  of  charge  against  the  noble  lord, 
who,  if  it  was  possible,  might  refute  them. 

Mr.  PoMon^  said,  that  unless  the  noble 
lord  thought  proper  to  disclose  the  whole 
of  the  case,  he  should  not  be  prepared  to 
give  his  opinion  upon  it.  He  must  protest 
against  the  House  being  called  upon  for 
an  opinion,  unless  they  were  put  in  pos- 
session of  the  whole 'of  the  case.  He  mqst 
consider  himself  bound  not  to  give  his 
approbation  on  a  mere  partial  statementt 

Lord  Outlcnagh  applauded  the  reserve 
with  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ex- 
pressed himself  on  the  present  occasion  ; 
and  he  could  have  wished  that  the  same 
reserve  had  been  more  extensively  em* 
ployed  upon  former  occasions. 

Pbtition  of  Mr.  Lovell  tbx  Pbo* 
raiEToa  OP  "Tb£  Statesman.'^J  Mr. 
Whitbread  presented  a  Petition  from  Mr. 
Lovell,  the  proprietor  of  «<  The  Statesman,'' 
taking  notice  of  his  former  Petition  pre- 
sented to  the  House  on  the  23d  of  Novem- 
ber last  J  and  setting  forth  : 

"  That,  since  the  same  was  presented, 
the  petitioner  hae  bean  officially  infiMrmed, 
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that  bis  Majesty's  Government  have  coq« 
sented  to  a  remission  of  the  line  of  SOOl. 
and  a  reduction  of  the  sureties  to  half  the 
amount  ordered  by  the  court,  and  to  take 
the  petitioner's  recognizance  for  1,000JL ; 
and  that  he  is  impressed  with  a  due  sense 
of  this  lenity  shown  to  him;  but  has  stilt 
the  misfortune  to  declare,  that,  owing  to 
the  heavy  iosses  sustained  during  his  long 
imprisonment,  he  is  still  unable  to  give  the 
sureties  required,  except  so  far  as  relatei 
to  his  own  recognissance  of  1,000/.;  'and 
that  the  petitioner  still  continues  to  labour 
under  severe  attacks  of  disease,  and  his  ' 
general  health  is  much  impaired ;  and  he 
therefore  again  appeals  to  the  justice  and 
humanity  of  the  House  to  afford  him  such 
further  relief  as  to  them  shall  seem  fit,  for, 
without  such  interference,  the  petitioner 
expects  to  terminate  his  existence  within 
the  walls  of  his  prison." 

Mr.  Addmgum  stated,  that  the  fine  bad 
been  already  remitted,  and  the  sum  re« 
quired  from  the  two  sureties  reduced  firem 
500/.  to  250/.  each,  at  the  solicitation  of  a 
worthy  member  (Mr.  Alderman  Atkins.) 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  the  petition 
acknowledged  the  lenity  of  the  Crown, 
but  the  petitioner  was  unable  to  find  even 
the  sureties  now  required.  He  hoped  his 
Majesty's  Government  would  extend  full 
mercy  to  this  unhappy  man,  who  had 
sufiered  a  severe  sentence,  and  a  great 
aggravation  of  it. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkim  joined  in  tha 
humane  intreaties  of  Mr.  Whitbread,  and 
stated  the  distressed  circumstances  of  Mr. 
Lovell.  He  had  communicated  to  Mr» 
Lovell  the  intentions  of  the  Government. 
He  had,  however,  tried  all  his  friends,  and 
could  not  get  any  two  persons  to  step  for* 
ward  in  the  security  of  250/.  each.  Thera 
were  *  many  gentlemen  who  would  rather 
pay  down  the  money,  than  gii^e  their 
names  as  sureties  under  such  circumstancee* 
'  Mr.  A,  Braume  expressed  himself  satis- 
fied with  the  conciliatory  disposition  of 
his  Majesty's  Government^  and  hoped  the 
mercy  of  the  Crown  would  be  still  further 
extended  to  Mr.  Lovell. 

Mr.  Baikursi  thought  that  the  public 
was  entitled  to  some  security,  and  that  it 
was  extraordinary  that  any  man  of  sofii« 
cient  character  to  conduct  a  newspaper 
should  not  be  able  to  find  two  sarsties  in 
the  sum  of  250/.  each. 

Mr.  Wkutrtad  stated,  that  be  had  taken 
occasion  to  visit  Mr.  LoveU  in  Newgate 
and  that  he  should  not  have  presented  this 
petition/  if  ha  was  not  ftdfy  satisfied  of 
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th«  truth  of  the  allegations  it  contained. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
appeared  not  to  bare  recollected  t|ie  state* 
nent  of  the  worthy  alderman  who  had 
behaved  so  meritorioosly  in  this  transac* 
tion,  and  according  to  whose  observation, 
many  indiTidaals  would  be  ready  to  sub« 
scribe  the  sum  required  for  Mr.  LotcH's 
surety,  who  would  yet  be  indisposed  to 
put  their  names  forward  as  bail  for  that 
gentleman.  The  motives  of  that  indispo* 
sition  were  indeed  obvious.  As  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman's  observation  upon 
the  petitioner's  character,  which,  accord- 
ing to  that  right  boo.  gentleman's  opinion, 
'could  not  be  respectable,  because  he  found 
himself  unable  to  procore  bail,  it  ought  to 
have  occurred  to  him  that  the  petitioner 
was  placed  in  very  peculiar  circumstances, 
in  no  degree  affecting  his  general  charac- 
ter,  although  naturally  creating'an  obstacle 
to  the  attainment  of  bail,-r-that  being  in 
prison  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  com- 
mitting his  publication  to  other  hands,  by 
whom  he  had  already  been  betrayed  into 
farther  misfortune.  The  suffering  of  the 
petitioner  then  was,  in  a  great  measure, 
attributable  to  the  misconduct  of  others ; 
but  this  very  circumstance  most  operate 
to  augment  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
bail;  for  persons  would  naturally  reflect, 
that  they  would  have  to  become  security, 
not  only  for  the  petitioner  himself,  but  for 
those  to  whom  he  was  liable  to  commit 
the  conduct  of  his  paper.  Hence  the 
petitioner  might  feel  a  great  difficulty  in 
procuring  bail,  without  any  imputation 
upon  his  general  character.  He  was  un« 
willing  to  make  any  statements  whatever 
that  could  serve  to  inflame  the  mind  of 
any  one  upon  this  subject ;  but'  in  fact,  the 
most  effectual  way  of  inflaming  the  public 
mind,  as  to  the  fate  of  the  petitioner, 
would  be  to  reject  the  prayer  of  his  peti- 
tion, and  let  him  die  in  prison.  This,  bow- 
ever,  he  hoped  and  trusted  would  not  be 
the  conduct  of  ministers,  but  that  feeling  for 
the  unfortunate  situation  of  the  petitioner, 
and  aeeing  his  inability  to  procore  bail| 
they  would  allow  him  to  be  liberated  upon 
his  own  recognisance. 

Mr,  BatkurMi  disclaimed  the  intention 
of  saying  any  thing  injurious  to  the  private 
character  of  the  petitioner,  of  which  he 
ically  knew  nothing ;  but  added,  that  ha 
could  not  conceive  how  any  individual  or 
individuals  could  deem  themselvea  liable 
lo  an  imputation  in  paying  the  sum  re- 
q«ired  for  the  petitioner't  security,  if  such 
a  dispoiitioB  existad, 
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I  Sir  •/.  Newport  thought  the  continuance 
of  the.  petitioner  in  confinement  furnished 
demonstrative  proof  of  his  incapacity  to 
procure  bail,  and  he  was  therefore  as- 
tonished at  the  doubt  expressed  upon  that 
point. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gfwu  concurred  in  the  opi- 
nion  of  the  right  hon.  baronet;  for,  four 
months  having  elapsed  since  the  fine  im« 
posed  upon  the  petitioner  was  remitted, 
and  his  security  was  mitigated,  it'  waa 
obvious  that  be  would  not  have  so  long* 
remained  in  prison,  if  he  were  not  unable 
to  procore  bail. 

Mr.  Whubrtad  repeated  his  hope  that 
ministers  would  accede  to  the  petitioner's 
prayer :  it  was  evident,  from  the  extreme 
length  of  the  petitioner's  imprisonment, 
that  the  ends  of  justice  could  in  no  degree 
suffer  by  the  grant  of  mercy  on  this  occa- 
sion; for  this  was  indeed  an  extreme  case, 
which  could  not  be  drawn  into  precedent, 
while  the  punishment  sofifered  by  the  peti- 
tioner, was  surely  sufficient  to  make  a  due 
impression  upon  his  own  mind  and  upon 
the  mind  of  others  also. 

The  petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tha 
table. 


HOUS^E   OF   LORDS. 
Friday t  March  17. 

London  Petition  a-gainst  tbb  Cone 
Bill.]  Lord  Grtnvilk  said,  that  before 
the  order  of  the  day  was  moved  for  the 
committal  of  the  Bill  now  depending  in 
their  lordships  House  for  imposing  a  duty 
on  the  importation  of  foreign  corn,  he  was 
anxious  to  call  the  particular  attention  of 
the  House  to  the  petition  from  the  Corpo- 
ration of  London,  which  he  had  presented 
the  other  day,  praying  to  be  heard  by 
counsel  at  their  lordships  bar;  and  he 
requested  that  the  petition  might  be  read. 
[The  petition  being  read,  hit  lordship  re- 
sumed.] Under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  the  motion  which  he  was  about 
to  submit  to  their  lordships  on  the  subject 
of  this  petition,  appeared  to  be  one  so 
little  liable  to  objection,  that  he  could 
hardly  conceive  how  any  doubt  could 
exist  as  to  whether  or  not  it  ought  to  be 
agreed  to.  He  was  totally  at  a  loss  to 
understand  what  parliamentary  regulationa 
or  forms  could  sUnd  in  the  way  of  tho 
petitioners,  when  they  prayed  that  on  this 
question,  where  their  interests  were  so 
deeply  concerned,  they  might  be  per- 
■aitted  to  state  their  case  by  counsel  at 
their  loidshipa  bar;  but  as^  on  a  former 
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day,  some  doabt  had  been  suggested,  whe- 
ther the  petitioners  could  be  regularly 
heardy  he  should  shortly  lay  before  the 
House,  the  grounds  on  which  it  appeared 
to  him  that  their  lordships  were  bound  to 
comply  wiih  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 
In  doing  this,  it  was  by  no  means  his  in- 
tention to  enter  into  a  fresh  statement  of 
those  arguments  respecting  the  general 
principle  on  which  he  had  on  a  former 
•ccasion,  perhaps  at  -  too  great  length, 
dilated — arguments,  however,  which  as  he 
thought  had  met  with  no  satisfactory  answer 
at  the  time,  and  still  remained  onrefuted. 
But  the  particular  point  here,  related  not 
so  much  to  the  mischief,  generally  speak* 
*ing,  which,  in. their  opinion  and  in  his, 
would  result  from  this  mode  of  legislation,^ 
as  to  the  mischievous  effects  which  it  must' 
have  on  their  particular  interests.  Their 
lordships  had  already,  by  the  second 
reading  of  the  Bill,  decided  that  the  sub- 
ject  ought  to  be  entertained.  They  had 
decided,  generally,  that  it  was  fitting  to 
legislate  respecting  the  importation  and 
price  of  corn ;  but  surely  on  all  parlia- 
mentary grounds,  the  petitioners  might 
come  to  their  lordships  bar  to  show,  that 
there  was  no  necessity  for  legislating  on 
the  subject  at  this  particular  time.  .It 
never,  surely,  could  be  presumed  that  the 
corporate  body  of  the  city  of  London 
could  not  enlighten  their  judgment  and 
inform  their  minds  on  points  with  which 
many  of  their  lordships  might  be  unac-. 
qnainted,  though  upon  these  points  even 
the  principle  adopted  by  the  supporters 
of  this  measure  must  in  a  great  measure 
rest.  If,  then,  most  valuable  information 
on  this  important  question  could  be  ob- 
tained from  the  petitioners,  was  the  oppor- 
tunity of  furnishing  that  information  to 
be  denied  them  ?  In  the  rapid,  not  to  call 
it  precipitate,  mode  in  which  this  business 
had  been  conducted,  he  had  felt  that 
personal  inconvenience  which  resulted 
from  the  want  of  sufficient  time  adequately 
to  discharge  tiis  duty.  It  would  ill  become 
any  individual  indeed  to  complain  of 
labour  or  personal  inconvenience,  when 
be  could  by  that  means  materially  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  any  number  of  his 
fellow-subjects,  and  particularly  of  large 
classes  of  the  community.  But  such  was 
the  efiisct  of  the  precipitate  manner,  if  he 
might  so  call  it,  in  which  they  had  pro- 
ceeded with  this  measure,*  that  he  felt  it 
impossible  to  devote  the  time  and  labour 
to  the  subject  which  its  vast  importance 
•0  peculiarly  required.    During  tba  short 


time  whieb  had  elapsed  since  he  had  pre- 
sented this  petition,  he  had  endeavoured, 
as  far  as  be  could,  to  ascertain  whether 
there  eji'sted  any  parliamentary  rules  tO' 
stand  in  the  way  of  their  lordships 'com- 
pliance with  this  application.  From  all 
the  researches  which  he  had  been  enabled 
to  make,  and  all  the  information  which  in* 
so  short  a  space  of  time  it  had  been  in  his* 
power  to  procure,  his  belief  was,  that, 
there  was  no  order  of  their  lordships 
House,  no  general  practice  or  rule  that 
could  operate  against  complying  with  the 
prayer  of  this  petition.  There  was  cer- 
tainly nothing  against  it  in  their  orders ; 
he  believed  nothing  against  it  in  their  prac-; 
tice ;  and,  indeed,  it  was  not  easy  to  con- 
ceive how  any>  general  rule  could  be 
adopted,  to  settle  precisely  in  what  cases 
petitioners  should  be  admitted  to  be  heard 
at  their  bar,  and  in  what  cases  they  should 
not  be  heard.  He  need  not,  surely,' 
remind  their  lordships,  that  they  did  not 
confine  this  privilege  of  being  beard,  to 
individuals  who  prayed  to  be  beard  for 
their  own  private  and  particular  interests.: 
On  the  contrary,  counsel  had  been  heard 
at  their  bar  on  matters  of  the  highest 
public  interest,  as  afiecting  large  classes 
of  the  community,  but  in  which  the  in- 
terests of  one  class  were  not  more  parti-* 
cularly  involved  than  those  of  other 
classes ;  and  surely  it  could  not  now  he 
contended,  if  parties  were  to  be  heard  for 
their  own  peculiar  interests,  that  because* 
it  so  chanced  that  they  had  interests  most 
important  to  them,  but  which  happened 
at  the  same  time  to  be  of  importance  to 
other  classes  of  the  community,  they  must 
therefore  be  excluded  from  all  opportunity 
of  stating  their  objections.  Was  it  the 
rule  of  the  House,  that  parties  must  not 
appear  at  their  lordships  bar  for  their 
interests  because  they  had  a  double  claim 
to  be  there  heard  ?  The  petitioners  in  the 
present  instance  requested  to  state  to  their 
lordships  for  consideration,  the  manner*  in 
which  this  measure  would  afiect  their  own 
local  and  peculiar  interests.  But  at  any 
rate,  the  metropolis  most  feel  whatever 
affected  the  general  state  of  manufacture* 
and  trade  all  over  the  country;  and  even 
if  they  had  not  been  directly  or  imme- 
diately concerned,  they  ought  still  to  be 
heard.  If  the  measure  now  in  progress  ia 
their  lordships'  House  was  calculated  to 
produce  great  and  extensive  mischief  ia 
every  quarter  of  the  country,  as  the  peti- 
tioners thought,  and  he  thought  it  was, 
how  could  the  metropolis  escape  fropi  ita 
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foil  share  of  the  e?il  ?  And  if  the  city  of 
London  must  be  afiected  with  that  which 
pressed  heavily  on  the  great  mass  of  the 
community,  why  should  not  the  corporate 
body  of  that  city  be  permitted  to  lay  their 
case  before  their  lordships  by  counsel  and 
witnesses  at  their  bar  ?  It  would  be  but 
a  waste  of  time,  therefore,  to  argue,  that 
even  if  the  city  of  London  could  be  ex- 
empted from  the  direct  and  immediate  con- 
sequences of  the  measure,  they  had  clearly 
an  interest  to  support  it,  on  the  ground 
tbatwhatever  was  deeply  felt  in  other  quar- 
ters of  the  kingdom,  mast  be  deeply  felt 
in  London.  The  measure 'now  In  con- 
templation, as  the  petitioners  conceived, 
would  be  deeply  felt  all  over  the  nation, 
and  still  more  deeply  felt  in  the  metro- 
polis* As  far  as  his  researches  had  gone, 
then,  be  repeated  that  he  did  not  know  of 
the  existence  of  so  perverse  a  rule  as  that 
petitioners  should  not  be  heard  for  their 
interests  merely  because  their  interests 
happened  to  be  the  same  with  those  of 
the  mass  of  the  community.  But  if  there 
had  existed  so  strange  a  regulation  as  that 
m  petitioner  should  not  be  heard,  because 
another  happened  to  hare  the  same  in- 
terest in  the  question,  the  petitioners  here 
bad  a  peculiar  and  local  interest  that  no 
measure  should  pass  without  inouiry,  the 
immediate  effect  of  which  would  be  to 
enhance  the  price  of  thatwhioh  formed 
the  basis  of  the  subsistence  of  the  great 
mass  of  ihe  population.  Suppose  for  a 
moment,  that  there  were  some  foundation 
for  the  theory,  that  the  effect  of  this  mea- 
sure would  ultimately  be  to  reduce  the 
price  of  corn  ;  yiet  it  ought  to  be  consi- 
dered, that  this  future  good  most  be 
brought  about  by  the  infliction  of  a  pre- 
lent  evil.  Surely,  then,  these  petiiionefs 
had  a  right  to  come  before  their  lordships, 
and  state  the  information  which  it  might 
be  peculiarly  in  their  power  to  give  as  to 
the  extent  of  the  evil,  and  the  manner  in- 
which  it  would  operate  on  the  manufac- 
turing and  commercial  industry  of  the 
city  of  London,  and  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity. Supposing  that  the  theory  of 
the  supporters  of  the  Bill  were  as  sound 
as  be  believed  it  to  be  fallacious,  it  was 
sorely  of  some  consequence,  even  in  that 
view  of  the  subject,  that  their  lordships 
abould  be  apprised  of  the  full  extent  of 
the  evil  or  inconvenience  which  for  a 
lime  at  least  must  be  the  result  of  the 
proposed  regulation;  and  it  was  impor- 
tant, too,  that  they  should  be  heard  as  to 
Ihosefactt  which  might  justify  or  destroy 


the  hopes  of  those  future  benefits  which 
their  lordships  expected  the  country  ta 
derive  from  it.  It  had  not  been  said  in 
their  lordships  House,  he  trusted  it  would 
not  be  said  there,  that  those  who  peti- 
tioned against  the  measure  were  incapable 
of  forming  an  accurate  opinion  upon  the 
question.  It  would  be  pajing  a  false 
compliment  to  Parliament  to  say,  that 
great  additional  light  on  the  subject  bad 
not  been  gained  from  without.  For  his 
own  part,  be  confessed  that  he  had  de- 
rived much  .information  from  the  publi- 
cations which  had  appeared ;  and  he  be- 
lieved that  if  Parliament  had  been  called 
upon  to  legislate  on  the  subject  at  the 
time  when  the  matter  was  first  mentioned, 
they  would  have  done  so  with  infinitely 
less  knowledge  on  both  sides  than  they 
now  had.  The  application  now  made  to 
their  lordships  was,  that  the  petitionera 
might  be  heard  in  this  particular  stage  of 
the  measure/  when  the  information  which, 
they  should  be  able  to  give  their  lordships 
would  bear  more  immediately  and  di- 
rectly on  the  question.  If  any  one  ima<* 
gined  that  it  was  so  peculiarly  the  pro^ 
vince  of  Parliament  to  consider  what 
were  the  general  principles  of  commerce 
upon  which  they  ought  to  legislate,  that 
thejr  would  disdain  to  receive  any  infor- 
mation from  without ;  yet,  on  certain  par* 
ticoiar  points,  the  corporation  of  London 
mieht  be  able  to  furnish  information^ 
which  it  would  be  impossible  for  their 
lordships  to  obtain  in  any  other  manper^— 
points  of  which  the  importance  was  ad« 
mitted,  and  with  respect  to  which  the 
reports  of  their  committees  would  supply 
them  very  inadequately  with  the  means 
of  knowledge.  The  first  point  was  this  :«- 
that  perhaps  the  petitioners  might  be 
enabled  to  furnish  their  lordships  with 
evidence  both  of  fact  and  experience  as 
to  those  particulars  on  which  the  sup- 
porters of  the  measure  rested  their  cause.; 
he  said  evidence  of  fact  and  experience ; 
he  spoke  not  of  opinion,  though  the  re- 
port of  their  committee  shewed  in  every 
page  that  the  opinions  of  the  witnesses 
had  been  asked,  and  properly  asked. 
But  supposing  no  opinions  were  to  be 
asked  from  these  petitioners,  their  lord* 
ships  might  derive  most  important  evi- 
dence from  facta  and  experience  as  to 
what  had  been  the  past  operation  of  those 
laws ^ which  had  been  considered  as  si- 
milar to  that  which  it  was  now  proposed 
to  enact.  They  might  inform  their  lord- 
ships whether  it  had  been  found  that  the 
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discouragement  of  importation  bad  pro- 
duced no  inconrenience  in  the  metro- 
polis. It  had  been  asserted*,  that  the  ex- 
perience of  the  early  part  of  the  last 
century  afforded  a  strong  argument  in 
fti?our  of  a  similar  system  for  the  present 
day.  That  was  a  point  which  rested 
partly  on  experience  of  the  past,  and 
partly  on  the  opinions  of  men  supposed 
to  be  peculiarly  qualified  to  come  to  an 
accurate  conclusion  on  the  subject ;  and 
no  doubt  the  opinions  of  such  men  ought 
to  be  asked,  and  receiyed  with  respect 
and  attention.  But  though  they  were  to 
refuse  to  listen  to  the  opinions  of  these 
petitioners*  would  their  lordships  refuse 
to  hear  them  state  facts,  which  it  was 
most  material  for  their  lordships  to  know, 
before  they  finally  decided  a  question  of 
this  magnitude }  The  period  to  which  he 
had  adverted  was  not  so  remote  as  to 
render  it  impossible  to  bring  forward  facts 
relating  to  it  as  connected  with  this 
ivstem.  The  latter  p«rtod,  from  1766  to 
tne  present  time,  was  certainly  not.  too 
remote*  With  respect  to  that  at  least, 
many  important  facts  might  be  communi- 
cated ;  and  could  their  lordships  refuse  to 
listen  to  them?  Jn  considering  how  the 
laws  on  this  subject  had  operated,  in  en- 
couraging or  discouraging  importation, 
how  hr  the  average  price  corresponded 
with  the  natural  price  of  corn,  with  other 
matters  most  important  to  be  ascertained 
to  what  could  their  lordships  resort  but 
the  evidence  of  facts  and  experience?' 
It  had  been  said,  that  though  there  was 
no  necessity  at  present  to  legislate  on  this 
aobject,  the  measure  would  be  productive 
^  of  much  good  at  a  future  period.  On 
what  ground  did  that  opinion  rest  ?  If  it 
rested  on  the  dearness  of  grain  during  the 
last  twenty  years,  how  could  they  know 
whether  this  was  a  good  ground  to  rest 
upon,  without  an  examination  of  facts? 
It  surely  oqght  to  be  shown,  that  the 
dearness  of  corn  was  owing  to  the  bad 
eifects  of  the  principle  acted  upon  during 
the  period  in  question.  If  the  inconve- 
nience was  serious  and  lamentable,  their 
lordships  ought  to  inquire  whether  the 
evil  had  resulted  from  the  check  imposed 
by  the  war  upon  importation,  or  from  the 
supposed  discouragement  of  agriculture. 
If  it  should  appear  that  the  dearness 
of  corn  had  been  the  eiFect  of  the  difficul- 
ties thrown  in  the  way  of  importation,  it 
would  be  then  for  t|ieir  lordships  to  con- 
sider whether  they  ought  to  render  that 
iaconveaience  which  arose  frooi  a  atote  of 


war,  permanent  in  time  of  peace— ^f, 
indeed,  they  were  to  have  peace.  Sup- 
pose it  wese  conceded  that  it  was  a  wise 
system  of  legislation  to  encourage  one 
species  of  industry  at  the  expense  of 
others,  in  opposition  to  the  common  sense 
of  mankind ;  was  it  expedient  to  adopt  a 
permanent  system,  a  system  calculated 
to  operate  for  twenty  years  on  ibis  the 
most  important  of  all  subjects,  in  a  situa-^ 
tion  in  which  nothing  else  was  permanent, 
when  ihey  knew  not  whether  they  were 
to  have  peace  or  war;  or  even,  if  they 
were  to  enjoy  the  bleasingi  of  peace, 
when  they  knew  not  in  What  condition 
matters  were  likely  to  settle  and  rest? 
To  legislate  on  such  a  subject,  under  such 
circumstances,  was,  he  must  aayt  very 
little  becoming  the  wisdom  and  dignity 
of  Parliament.  On  the  subject  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  airerage  price  waa 
calculated,  he  should  not  attempt  to  add 
any  thing  to  what  had  been  said  by  a 
noble  friend  of  his ;  but  he  must  advert 
to  the  answer  given  by  another  noble 
friend,  that  this  average  price  of  80ir« 
was  not  the  result  of  minute  inquiry,  and 
careful  and  certain  calculation,  but  founded 
upon  an  arbitrary  guess.  Good  God, 
what  an  expression,  when  applied  to  such 
a  subject  as  this !— an  arbitrary  guess  from 
the  opinions  of  a  few  witnesses^  without 
proof  or  calculation.  Half  a  doaen  wit- 
nesses had  given  their  opinions  as  to  what 
appeared  to  them  to  be  a  proper  price, 
and  the  average  was  struck  out  of  these 
opinions. ,  But  their  lordships  were  bound 
to  be  satisfied  by  some  strong  proof  as  to 
what  was  the  proper  average  with  relation 
to  the  present  price  and  the  general 
quantity  now  raised.  It  was  idle  to  ask 
any  particular  farmer  at  what  price  he 
could  raise  corn.  It  depended  on  the 
county,  on  the  parish,  on  the  nature  of 
the  farm,  and  the  nature  of  the  different 
kinds  of  land  on  the  same  farm.  With 
respect  to  the  witnesses  who  had  given 
their  opinions  respecting  the  price  at 
which  corn  ceuld  be  raised,  those  opi« 
nions  always  had  a  reference  to  the  time 
at  which  the  question  was  aiked,  and  the 
charges  of  cultivation  at  that  particular 
period.  All  the  witnesses,  either  directly 
or  indirectly,  so  qualified  their  opinions. 
If,  then,  the  time  was  so  studiously 
taken  into  account  in  giving  these  opi** 
nions,  where  was  the  proof  that  be* 
cause  80f.  might  be  a  proper  average  at 
one  period,  it  was  therefore  a  proper 
aferage  price  now  ?  If  the  cbargea  eff 
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caltivation  were  diminished,  why  should  | 
not  a  lower  average  answer  the  purpose  } 
They  had  now  on  their  table,  among  other 
▼aluable  information,  a  table  uf  charges, 
and  he  defied  any  man  Co  examine  that 
table,  wtthoot  being  convinced  from  the 
nature  of  the  charges,  that  they  &ast.be 
tery  much  reilfaced  by  the  diminution  in  , 
the  price  of  corn*  This  proved  the  nec^s- 
aity,  if  they  ooieant  to  fix  the  proper 
Average,  of  much  more  minute  and  accu- 
rate information,  and  for  that  reaaon  they 
ought  not  to  legislate  on  such  general 
.grounds.  He  deprecated  any  interference 
whatever;  but  if  the  aterage  had  been 
named  before  with  reference  to  the  charges 
of  cultivation  at  the  tia||ei  why  did  they 
not  now  proceed  on  the  same  principle? 
Lord  Granville  then  proceeded  to  speak 
of  the  assize.  On  that  subject  he  had 
iMen  told,  that  ilbder  the  present  system 
80  shillings  for  corn  would  make  the  loaf 
I6d.  A  noble'  earl  (Liverpool)  denied 
that,  and  seemed  to  think  he  coold  support 
his  deni'al  by  proof— [hear  !j  Well,  then, 
why  not  allow  of  the  matter^  being  tried 
by  proof  at  the  bar  ?  Bread  was  now  1  \\d,  I 
the  quartern  loaf,  and  the  average  at  6S#. 
It  was  hard  to  conceive,  that  if  the  average 
rose  to  80t.  bread- would  not  be  more  than 
a  shilling.  All  this  was  matter  of  proof. 
The  pressure  on  manufactures  was  to  be 
Mtamined ;  that  was  also  matter  of  proof, 
and  on  those  thingsevidence  wasaddocible. 
It  was  expedient  to  look  carefully  into  the 
effect  of  the  price  of  bread  on  the  rate  of 
labour,  and  that  again  on  the  dearness  of 
manufactures,  as  influencing  their  recep- 
tion in  the  foreign  market.  He  bad  some 
time  sinc^  received  a  table,  atatiog  this 
inquiry  in  a  particular  point  of  view.  He 
had  desired  the  idea  to  be  enlarged,  and 
believed  he  ^hoold  have  received  the  im- 
proved table  from  the  person  in  question, 
but  for  the  hurry  of  the  Bill,  tie  had, 
however,  this  day,  on  coming  to  the 
House,  received  mm  another  person,  a 
table  of  the  nature  he  mentioned  :  he  had 
not  had  tiiao  to  make  himaelf  master  of  it, 
but  it  doubtless  contained  much  important 
information.  This  ought  not  to  be  ex- 
cltided  from  their  lordships  means  of 
knowledge.  The  table  gave  the  altera- 
tions of  the  value  of  bread  for  twenty -six 
^ears,  with  the  contemporary  alterations 
in  the  cheapness  of  manufactures.  A  noble 
earl  (Liverpool)  had  said  that  obr  superi- 
ority in  manufactures  depended  on  our 
capital,  fuel,  and  machinery.  Inquiry 
■nght  be  directed  lo  ahew  how  much 
(  VOL.  XXX. ) 


capital,  British  or  otherwise,  was  directed 
to  foreign  manufactures,  what  means  they 
had  of  fuel,  what  skill  of  machinery.  He 
believed,  in  the  latter  point  at  least,  there 
was  no  deficiency  in  what  was  called  our 
rival  nation.  Philosophically  speaking, 
he  could  not  desire  that  a  knowledge  of 
mechanics  should  belong  only  to  one 
natio/i.  The  great  qnestion  was,  would 
you  refuse  to  inquire  into  the  allegations 
of  the  petitioners  coming  forward  to  prove 
that  their  allegations  were  founded  ?  Flli 
lordship  then  moved,  «*  that  the  petitioners 
be  permitted  to  give  evidence,  and  to  be 
heani  by  counsel  at  the  bar  of  the  House.'' 

liie  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  in  every 
view  of  the  present  question  as  connected 
with  the  petitioners,  and  as  involving 
manufacturing  interests,  he  was  inclined 
to  attribute  to  it  great  importance!  but  in 
all  itsviewS)  he  must'speak  bis  fair  o  phi  ion 
upon  it;  and  he  should  speak  that  with- 
out considering  the  consequences  to  which 
he  might  be  subjavled,  and  to  which,  in- 
deed, he  had  been  subjected  long  before 
this  discussion.  In  this  free  country,  God 
forbid  that  any  reasonable  petition  should 
not  be  received:  God  forbid  that  any 
should  be  rejected  with  disdain*  The 
Houle  would,  in  himself,  hear  a  man  who 
bad  lived  through  the  most  trying  timea 
of  the  country;  and  he  wdold  declare  that 
he  bad  always  seen  the  petitions  of  the 
subject  received  with  attention  by  that 
House,  and  their  merits  then  decided  on 
by  the  judgment  of  that  House  alone. 
They  could  recur  to  no  other  standard. 
The  House,  must  be  the  final  judge,  and 
on  its  own  discretion  too.  It  was  the  only 
true  and  constitutional  mode  t  but  if  that 
mode  were  once  given  up,  from  that 
moment  the  country  was  given  up ;  but 
that  moment,  he  for  one,  would  not  wish 
to  survive*  It  was  to  him  of  no  considera* 
tion  whether  the  Bill  was  to  serve  the 
manufacturing  er  the  agricultural  interest 
-—to  satisfy  him,  its  benefits  must  be  generali 
Of  the  language  that  had  been  osedon  thia 
subject,  he  could  not  hel|i  saying,  though 
without  allusion  to  whom  it  might  have 
been  used,  or  without  pointing  to  this 
House,  or  the  other,  or  the  City,  that  that 
language  was  not  calculated  in  general  to 
work  the  ends  of  a  true  and  solid  delibe- 
ration. From  all  this,  heats  and  disturb* 
ance  must  arise.  As  to  petitions,  it  wai 
the  practice  of  the  House  to  attend  to 
them,  but  not  to  such- a  degree  as  to  para- 
lyse its  judgment.  There  were  points  on 
which  it  would  allow  of  no  interference  ^ 
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and  this  was  done  without  infringing  the 
rights  of  the  subject.     No  petitions,  for 
instance,  were  allowed  on  Tax  Bills:  as  to 
the  Corn  Bill,  the  Hoose  must  decide  on 
their  own  judgment.     The  majorities  on 
it  were  greater  than  he  had  ever  seen ; 
and  after  this  declared  sense  of  the  House, 
how  could  he  persuade  himself  that  the 
.  noble   lord  was  not   acting  against  his 
better  judgment  ?   How  conld  the  city  of 
London  be  heard  by  counsel  against  the 
Bill  ?    It  was   against  the  rules  of   the 
House.    He  would  suppose  nothing  of  the 
past  session,  nothing  of  the  present,  but 
that  this  was  the  seeond  reading— -and 
that  the  city  of  London  petitioned.    The 
rules  and   practices  .of  the   House   were 
against  the  petitions  being  received.  These 
rules  and  practices,  the  lex  et  comueiudo 
patliamaui,  were  among  the   safeguards 
of  the  constitution,  and  they  could  not  be 
violated  with  impunity.    He  said  nothing 
of  this  from  disregard  of  the  City.     He 
had  a  great  respect  for  it  as  a   body, 
much  regard  for  many  of  its  members : 
he  had  received  much  attention  from  it. 
But  to  all  petitions  in  the  same  spirit  and 
substance  as  the  petition  of  the  City,  he 
must  oppose  the  mles  of  the  House.    He 
knew  that  the  number  of  petitions  against 
the  Bill  was  almost  unexampled.    The 
number  of  petKions  for  it  was  yet  nearly 
as  numerous ;  the  signatures  were  not  in- 
deed as  many,  but  that  might  be  owing 
to  obvious  causes.  But  the  point  on  which 
his- consent  most  turn  was,  whether  the 
petition  on  the  table  complained  of  certain 
and  specific  injuries.    Did   it  point  out 
what  manufacturers  would  suffer  \  did  it 
speak  in  the  name  of  the  injured  indivi- 
duals?   No;   he  could  find  nothing  bat 
opinions  upon  the  general  principle  of  the 
Bill.    If  this  was  allowed  as  a  so65cient 
claim  for  the  hearing  of  counsel,  why  most 
not  Bristol  be  heard,-*why  must  ndt  Bir- 
mingham,— why  not  Cheltenham,— why 
not,  in  fact,  every  town  in  the  kingdom  ? 
[The  duke  of  Gloucester  here  expressed 
•ome  dissent.]  "  The  noble  duke.''  said 
the  Lord  Chancellor, "  cries,  Hear !  I  wish 
he  would  hear,  and  I  now  tell  him,  that  as 
I  think  all  petitioners' equal,  I  know  all 
peers  ta  be  so.'*     He  then  proceeded — If 
they  were  to  hear  the  petitions  of  the  City 
«gainst  agricoUnre,  why  not  hear  those  of 
agriculture  in  turn  ?   Their  bar  might  be 
thus  perpetually  occupied   bv  debating 
upon    general    principles.     The   greater 
occupations  and  duties  of  the  House  must 
be  ai  an  end.    It  wu  impossible  to  sup- 


pose, that  the  Legislature  conld  ever  hart 
sanctioned  practices  so  directly  subversive 
of  its  main  uses.    If  one  petition,  com- 
plaining generally  of  a  principle,  jwas  to 
be  listened  to,  why  not  listen  to  all  that 
might  be  offered  ?     He  would  turn  to  the 
noble  lord  himself:  no  man  possessed  a 
larffer  share  of  parliamentary  experience, 
ami  he  would  ask  him,  had  he  ever  met 
with  a  fact  of  the  kind  to  sustain  his  pre« 
sent,  application }   Had  he  been  able  to 
prop  it  up  with  a  single  precedent  ?  As  to 
himself,  he  had  sat  on  that  woolsack  13 
years,  and  he  would  not  be  fit  to  sit  an 
hour  longer  there,  if  he  could  not  decide 
this.  His  experience  nec^uarily  famished 
him  with  the  h^ptory  of  amultitodeof  bills 
and  petitions,  and  he  had  never  seen  one 
received  when  it  did  not  torn  on  particular 
injuries  received.    General  interests,  ia 
which  the  whole  community  had  aneqoal 
share,  were  not  suffered  to  come  into  those 
petitions.    As  to  the  phrase  of  rejecting 
the  petition,  6r  any  petition,  with  disdain, 
it  expressed  no  idea  of  hts;  but  he  could 
not  allow  himself,  in  matters  of  right,  to 
distinguish  between  corporation  and  cor- 
poration, or  corporation  and  individual. 
He  considered  every  man  coming  to  that 
bar  as  a  respectable  Briton,  and  to  be  re- 
lieved as  far  as  its  rules   might  allow* 
Now,  if  the  petition  was  not  to  be  sus- 
tained  on  authority   and   precedent,  on 
what  was  it  to  be  sustained  ?   He  most 
give  his  negative  to  the  motion.    To  sop- 
port  the  rules  of  the  House,  was  actoally 
to  support  the  constitution,  of  which  they 
were  among  the  safeguards. 

Earl  Grey  could  not  help  feeling  con* 
siderable  surprise  at  the  speech  which  he 
had  just  heard.  The  matter  of  it  was 
most  new  to  him,  and  the  agitation  under 
which  it  had  been  delivered  made  it  still 
more  peculiar.  But  he  must,  however, 
reluctantly,  advert  to  the  address  made  to 
a  noble  dake  near  him.  That  noble  per- 
son had  been  told,  that  all  peers  were 
equal.  Certainly,  whatever  might  be  the 
cause  of  the  declaration,  there  was  no 
man  in  that  House  who  stood  less  in  need 
of  it:  those  who  had  the  honour  of  being 
in  habits  of  intercourse  with  that  nobia 
person,  were  fully  acquainted  with  that 
truth;  and  there  was  perhaps  no  peer 
among  their  lordships  in  whom  the  con- 
sciousneu  of  bieh  rank  was  less  obvious 
and  obtrusive.  The  noble  lord  had  dia- 
poted  the  petition  on  the  ground  of  its 
generalit}'.  He  said  he  would  consider 
the  Bill  as  one,  then  before  their  lord« 
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ib^  for  (he  first  time.     The  Talue  of  i 
thif  conceuion  was  nothing.     The  peti- 
tioners might  in  any  stage  of  the  Bill 
desire  to  be  beard.    Thai  noble  lord  had 
aaid^  that  if  one  city  had  a  right  to  be 
heard  by  coansel^  so  bad  all   the  rest. 
No  doubt  of  it.     So  they  all  bad«    If  Lon- 
don had  a  right,  w  had  Bristol.     It  was 
perfectly  certain,  that  if  they  had  a  right 
to  complain,  they  had  a  righ>  to  be  heard. 
He  was  told;  that  thos  the  Hooso  woujd  be 
OTercome  with  petitions :  bqt  was  this  in- 
capable of  remedy  ?     Was  itnot  possible 
to  tell  the  petitioners  that  the  matter  of 
tbeir  petitions  had  been  already  deter- 
nined,  and  that  it  was  not  necessary  to 
exailiioe  into  them  farther  ?     Bat  was 
there  no  instance  of  evidence  being  given 
and  counsel  heard  on  a  petition  on  the 
general  principle  ?     Two  years  ago,  had 
not  counsel  been  heard  on  the  Orders  in 
Council?     The  question  had  been  then 
indeed  driven  to  a  painful  extremity,  one 
which  noiriead  to  the  country  could  con- 
template, without  regret  at  the  train  of 
measures,  which  drove  it  on.    But  then 
the  principle  was  the  general  one  of  in- 
jury to  the  commerciar  prosperity  of  the 
country*  and   evidence    was  brought  to 
confirm  it.    But,  as  to  the  favourite  argu- 
ment of  the  noble  lord,  was  he  to  be  told 
thai  it  was  a  good  answer  to  the  city  of 
London — we   cannot  bear  you,  because 
Bristol  has  as  good  a  right  to  be  heard  as 
yon  have  ?     But  the  petition  did  actually 
come  within  the  limits  of  the  noble  lord. 
One  of  its  clauses  turned  on  the  assize  of 
bread ;  which,  by  diminishing  the  loaf, 
Was  now  in  the  light  of  an  injury,  and  as 
aoch  suitable  for  the  relief  of  parliament. 
There  was  no  doubt*  that  regulation  in 
such  matters  had  a  tendency  to  lower  the 
quantity ;  and  here  was  an  injury  to  be 
removed,  or  at  least  examined  into.   This 
was  an  immediate  concern  of  the  copora- 
iion  of  London.    There  was  another  point 
of  Tiew,  important  also.    The  corporation 
fixed*  the  assize.    It  was  asserted  that  the 
quarlern  loaf  would  rise  to  lOJ.    it  was 
a  matter  of  moment  to  them  to  orove  that 
if  injnry  was  done  here,  it  was  by  the  as* 
sise  laws,  and  not  by  their  management 
of  it    But  who  were  the  petitioners  ? 
The  corporation  of  the  city  of  London. 
Had    tbey    no   special    interest  ?      Un- 
doubtedly they  had,  and  that  in  three 
ways    at  consumers,  as  men  interested 
in  the  common  prosperity  of  the  country, 
mud  as  masters  of  that  multitude  of  me* 
cEanics  and  artificers  that  formed  the  la* 


borious  class  of  the  city.    But  this  peti* 
lion  must  not  be  taken  alone ;  the  tnjaries 
were  distinctly  stated  in  a  petition  of  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Common-council, 
in  March.     It  staled,  that  raising  the 
price  of  bread  raised  the  expense  of  ma- 
nufacturing labour.    The  present  petition 
was  coupled  by  direct  reference  with  the 
former,  and  it  came  to  their  lordships  bar 
asking  to  be  heard  by  counsel  to  the  com* 
plaints  already  detailed.    He  could  con« 
ceive  nothing  that  came  more  within  the 
rules  of  the  House.    But  was  the  practice 
to  be  actually  adopted  of  narrowing  the 
entrance  of  the  subject's  complaints  ?     He 
should  conceive  this  an  unhappy  innova- 
tion indeed.     He  felt  the  advantage  of  a 
liberal  reception  of  those  appeals  almost 
as  important  to  the  House  as  to  the  com* 
plainant.     Like  the  poet's  mercy— >"  It 
blesseth   him  that    gives,  and    him  that 
takes/'      The  exercise  of  the   right  of 
petitioning,  prevented  the  bursting  forth 
of  those  desperate  dissensiona  which  often 
produced  convulsions  under  despotic  go- 
vernments;  and    on  no    subject  should 
their    lordships    show    themselves    more 
ready  to  listen  to  the  complamts  of  the 
people,  than  on  that  which  related  to  their 
subsistence. 

The  Earl  of  Idoefpool  would  confine 
himself  strictly  to  the  question  now  before 
the  House ;  which  was,  not  whether  the 
petition  of  the  city  of  London  should  be 
received,  but  whether  the  petitioners 
should  be  heard  by  counsel  in  sopport 
of  the  allegations  it  contained.  His  ob- 
jection to  this  was  founded  on  a  principle 
fi-om  which  the  House  never  departed, 
namely,,  that  they  would  not  hear  parti- 
cular parties  on  a  question  of  general 
legislation.  A  departure  from  this  rule, 
in  the  present  insunce,  would  justify  and 
authorise  a  similar  application  from  ever^ 
individual  in  the  country,  whatever  his 
condition  or  degree,  whq  thought  his 
interests  afiected  by  the  present  measure. 
This,  it  was  obvious,  would  lead  to  endlesa 
delay ;  and  on  this  ground  of  policy  it 
was  that  the  House  would  not  hear  indivi- 
doah  on  their  special  interests,  when  a 
measure  of  general  policy  was  before  them. 
The  present  Bill  affected  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  it  proposed  no  separat^.  regulation 
for  the  city  of  London ;  and  he  was  con- 
vinced that  if  the  Htfose  wove  to  go  on 
hearing  evidence,  and  listening  to  counsel 
fi>r  ten  years  to  come,  they  would  hear 
precisely  the  same  arguments  as  bad  been 
already  urged.    The  whole  subject  had 
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already  undergone  ample  consideration* 
Tor  three  sessions  it  had  been  before  par- 
liament; and  the  committees  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  which  had  twice  reported 
vpon  it,  were  open  to  the  members  tor  the 
city  of  London,  where  they  had  ampin 
opportunity  of  .furnishing  every  informa- 
tion. Laat  session,  also,  their  lordships' 
committee  bad  reported  that  though 
between  70  and  80  petitions  were  presented, 
and  that  o^  the  city  of  London  among  the 
rest,  yet  not  one  of  the  petitioners  had 
thought  fit  to  come  forward.  The  com« 
mittee  were  empowt^red  by  the  House  to 
examine  all  the  evidence  they  might  think 
0t  to  offer  X  this  was  a  public  notice  to  all, 
and  affurded  ample  opportunities  far  the 
production  6f  evidence. 

Lord  St,  John  said|  that  the  country  was 

in  such  circumstances  as  woald  render  it 

.  unwise  to  go  into  the  subject     There  was 

an  impossibility  on  the  part  of  all  men  to 

fp  on  under  the  present  circumstances. 
*he  shopkeeper,  the  farmer,  the  manufac* 
torer,  all  found  an  equal  stagnation.  The 
petitioners  had  last  year  bad  an  opportu- 
nity of  stating  any  information  they  pos- 
sessed, and  they  did  not  avail  themselyes 
of  it.  Now  they  came  forward,  when  the 
opportunity  was  gone  by.  He  did  not 
think  they  bad  any  fair  claim  to  ask  for 
an  opportunity,  which  they  bad  so  long 
neglected.  The  noble  lord  who  had 
brought  forward  the  motion^  said  that  the 
whole  system  of  protections  was  founded 
on  error.  But  what  else  bad  brought  this 
country  to  such  a  state  of  prosperity  ? 
Great  Britain  was  not  meant  by  nature 
for  that  greatness  to  which  she  bad  at- 
tained. It  was  her  constitution  and  her 
wise  regulations  that  had  carried  ber  to 
such  a  pitch  of  elevation.  His  lordship 
took  the  opportunity  of  delivering  his  sen- 
timents upon  the  Bill,  respecting  which 
he  bad  heard  nothing  to  change  his  opi- 
nion, contending  that  it  was  a  measure  of 
general  benefit  and  advantage,  by  the 
encouragetneot  it  afTorded  to  agriculture, 
and  the  raising  a  supply  within  ourselves. 
The  Earl  of  Hardwkke  stated,  that  the 
committee  of  the  last  session  had  taken 
great  pains  to  procure  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  petitioners,  though  unsuccess- 
ful ly. 

The  Earl  of  Se^irk  said,  that  if  they 
puffered  corn  to  fiill  too  low,  it  could  not 
fail  to  rise  again  to  an  exorbitant  height. 
A  very  considerable  part  of  the  land  of 
the  country  being  thrown  out  of  cnltiva- 
f ion  by  the  ijrant  of  cocourag^meot  tn  the 


farmer,  there  would>  necessarily  be  a  great 
deficiency  in  the  produpe — such  a  defi* 
ciency  indeed  as  could  not  be  compensated 
by  any  importation  :  the  quantity  of  corn 
imported  into  this  country  in  the  years  of 
greatest  scarcity  was  not  more  than  ten 
millions  of  quarters  of  wheat,  which  was 
only  a  tenth  of  the  quantity  consumed-— 
perhaps  not  more  than  three  or  four  weeks 
consumption. 

Earl  Sitmhope  rose  to  order,  and  begged 
the  noble  lord  to  consider  the  question 
before  the  House. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  said,  that  if  the 
noble  earl  bad  wished  to  confine  the  House 
strictly  to  the  question,  he  should  have 
interfered  four  hours  ago* 

The  Earl  of  Selkirk  contended,  that  ha 
iras  Htrictly  in  order ;  all  the  reasons  he 
bad  staled  were  so  many  reasons  for  spee- 
dily passing  a  measure  which  would  give 
confidence  to  the  farmer. 

The  Earl  of  Damtey  thought  the  peti** 
tioners  should  be  heard  at  the  bar,  as  they, 
had'  stated  a  special  interest,  viz.  the 
assize  of  the  quartern  loaf.  And  he  should 
be  able  to  prove,  if  the  question  was  in- 
quired into,  that  the  quartern  loaf  would 
not  be  so  high  as  was  apprehended.  The 
loaf  had  never  been  so  high  as  14d«  in  any 
year  when  the  average  price  was  fiOt. 
except  in  one  instance.  Although  be 
should  at  all  times  do  his  duty,  without 
any  regard  to  clamour,  he  thought  the 
utmost  attention  should  be  paid  to  peti- 
tions. 

Lord  Enkine  stated^  that  it  had  nerer 
been  the  practice  of  Parliament  to  hear 
petitioners  by  counsel,  unless  they  could 
prove  some  special  interest,  distinct  from 
the  rest  of  the  community;  else  there 
could  be  no  end  to  petitions ;  one  town 
might  state  it  was  not  satisfied  with  the 
evidence  adduced  by  another  town,  and 
beg  to  be  heard  by  counsel  merely  for 
the  sake  of  delay.  He  expressed  himself 
favourable  to  a  measure  for  the  protection 
of  the  farmer  in  the  employment  of  his 
capital. 

Lord  Gramlk  briefly  replied.  The 
arguments  that  a  special  interest  was  the 
only  ground  on  which  petitioners  could 
pray  to  be  heard,  was,  he  thought,  erro- 
neous, because,  in  the  first  place,  no  gene- 
ral rule  could  be  adduced  to  bind  down 
the  conduct  of  Parliament,  which  was 
only  to  be  guided  by  its  discretion ;  and 
because  the  argument  of  his  noble  friendj 
that  petitions  would  be  presented,  pray- 
ing tq  be  tllowe^  to  adduce  e?idence| 
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merely  for  delay^  would  apply  to  cases 
where  special  interest  was  concerned,  as 
well  as  to  others.  For  example,  on  a  mea- 
sore  affecting  the  woollen  trade,  every 
viHage,-every  indifidoal  concerned  in  that 
manufacture  might  petition  to  be  heard; 
bat  the  House,  in  its  sound  discretion, 
would  interfere  to  frustrate  their  inten- 
tioftis.  It  was  that  discretion  only  which 
should  be  the  rule  of  their  conduct ;  and 
in  the  present  case  sufficient  reasons  had 
been  .adduced  to  show  that  the  petitioners 
should  be  heard. 

The  House  divided :  Contents,  1 1 ; 
Non-Conten^i,  50  c  Majority  against 
bearing  counsel,  48, 

Corn  Bill,]  The  House  then  went 
into  a  Committee  on  the  Corn  Bilh 

The  Earl  of  Idcerpool  spoke  in  favour  of 
BOf.  as  the  best  protecting  price. 

Lord  Grenpitle  proposed  as  an  amend- 
ment 72s.  instead  of  dOs.  as  a  price  pre- 
ferable to  the  other. 

The  Earl  of  LmtderdaU  said,  that  the 
evidence  before  the  committee  was  from 
men  of  almost  every  county  of  England, 
who  bad  all  spoken  to  80«.  or  a  higher 
price,  as  proper  for  a  protection. 

Lord  Grey  said,  the  value  of  money  was 
a  question,  which,  according  to  his  noble 
friend's  own  principle,  should  be  attended 
to.  In  the  last  year  the  price  of  gold  was 
M.  1  Is.  now  it  was  only  4/  8s. ;  the  nominal 
sum  of  80«,  jfgold^  would  beof  much  greater 
real  value  when  gold  was  4/.  8s.  than  when 
gold  was  5L  lis.  Besides,  according  to 
the  evidence  before  the  House,  if  80t.  was 
the  sum  at  which  the  farmer  would  be  re- 
munerated, it  was  not  necessary  that  the 
protecting  price  should  be  so  high.  Be- 
cause the  evidence  was,  that  the  Bsltic 
wheat  could  not  be  imported  at  less  than 
6$s,,  and  it  wan  at  least  twenty  shillings 
worse  than  good  English  wheat.  The 
Dutch  wheat,  which  the  witnesses  had 
seen,  was  much  worse,  and  it  was  to  be 
recollected,  that  from  Holland  half  of  the 
late  importations  had  taken  place.  There- 
fore there  was  no  necessity  at  all  events 
for  so  high  a  protecting  price  as  80f. 

The  &rl  of  Ltatderdak  remarked,  that 
not  one  witness  beside  Mr.  Mant  had 
spoken  for  a  price  below  80s. 

Earl  Grry  said,  that  before  the  Commons 
committee  not  only  Mr.  Mant,  but  Mr. 
Maxwell  bad  stated  that  72ff.  would  pro- 
tect the  farmer ;  and  Mr.  Driver  being 
closely  questioned,  made  an  ^dmiwion  to 
Ibe.same  tffwi^ 


The  amendment  wu  rejected,  and  the 
original  clause  carried  without  a  division* 

Upon  the  clause  respecting  the  averagel 
being  read. 

Lord  Grenville  rose  and  said,  that  no* 
thing  had  been  urged  which  reconciled 
his  mind  to  the  mode  of  taking  the  averages 
for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  price  of 
bread.  He  wondered,  indeed,  how  any 
thing  so  absurd  could  be  adopted,  as  to 
rest  a  great  practical  measure  upon  the 
method  of  estimating  the  average  value  of 
corn  from  the  average  returns  Of  twelve 
districts  so  differently  situated.  His  rea« 
son  for  alluding  to  this  subject  was,  that 
he  meant  to  propose  as  a  substitute  « 
clause  to  the  following  effect,  via.  that 
whenever  the  price  of  the  quartern  loaf 
shall  have  been  for  six  successive  weeks 
above  twelve- pence,  then  it  shall  be  law-* 
fuly  for  the  next  six  weeks  to  import  com 
into  the  port  of  London,  for  home  con* 
sumption,  or  take  it  out  from  warehouses 
for  the  same  purpose.  He  confined  it  to 
the  port  of  London,  because  in  that  port 
alone  facilities  existed  for  rendering  it  the 
standard  of  all  other  ports  in  the  kingdom. 

The  Earl  of  Hurtcfwhy  took  a  review  of 
the  difl^rent  plans  which  at  various  timea 
had  been  suggested  and  employed  for  fix* 
ing  the  average  price  of  corn,  and  con« 
tended  that  the  present  mode  of  taking  the 
average  from  the  returns  of  the  twelve 
districts  was,  of  all  others,  the  least  liable 
to  objection  or  fraudulent  abuses.  He  did 
not  think  it  worth  while,  therefore,  for  the 
sake  of  any  speculation,  to  change  a 
system  with  which  the  country  was  ac- 
quainted;  and  it  was  proved  from  the 
papers  before  their  lordships,  that  very 
little  difference  existed  between  the  prices 
of  the  maritime  districts  and  the  London 
market,  upon  the  average  of  the  last  ten 
years.  He  denied  that  the  price  of  the 
quartern  loaf  would  be  ]6d.  if  wheat  were 
at  80j.  a  quarter.  With  regard  to  the 
clause,  it  was  altogether  unknown  to  at- 
tempt to  regulate  the  introduction  of 
foreign  corn  by  the  price  of  the  quartern 
loaf;  and  if  it  were  adopted,  it  would  put 
it  into  the  hands  of  half  a  dozen  indivi- 
duals to  determine  whether  they  would 
have  foreign  corn  imported  or  not. 

Lord  Grcnviile  said,  that  the  whole 
speech  of  his  noble  friend  only  proved 
that  the  measure  itself,  upon  which  they 
were  then  legislating,  was  an  attempt  to 
do  that  which  it  was  impossible  to  do, 
via.  to  regulate  the  importation  of  foreign 
corn  by  the  prices  of  home  corn.   He  still 
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contended,  hoverer,  that  the  price  of  80i. 
in  the  maritime  dittricts  would  inflict  .upon 
the  interiop  of  the  country  a  price  consi- 
derably higher.  The  object  of  his  clause 
was  in  reference  to  the  peculiar  condition 
in  which  London  stood  as  to  the  price  of 
bread.  All  he  wished  was  to  secure  the 
consumer  from  the  operation  of  the  in- 
tended law,  when  it  did  not  operate  to  his 
benefit. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  said,  that  of  all 
modes  of  fixing  the  occasion  under  which 
foreign  corn  should  be  admitted,  that  of 
determining  it  by  the  price  of  bread  was 
most  objectionable.  With  regard  to  the 
assize,  he  thought  it  would  be  better  if  it 
were  wholly  removed. 

The  Marquis  of  Buckingham  supported 
the  clause,  as  the  only  mode  of  preventing 
the  price  of  bread  from  rising  beyond 
what  the  quartern  loaf  ou^ht  to  be  when 
the  quarter  of  wheat  was  at  BOf. 

The  Earl  of  Darnley  objected  to  the 
clause  on  account  of  the  very  defective 
manner  in  which  the  assize  was  fixed  in 
tlie  city  of  London. 

Lord  GrenoiUe  said,  that  the  clause  did 
not  rest  upon  the  assize  as  novr  taken,  but 
had  seferehce  to  future  legislative  pro* 
▼isions  upon  that  subject,  which  he  hoped 
would  be  adopted. 

Earl  Siatih^  observed,  that  they  who 
•objected  to  the  clause  did  not  know  the 
Aflerence  between  bread  and  floor,  and 
wanted  to  throw  dost  into  their  lordships 
eyes. 

The  clause  was  then  negatived  without 
a  division,  and  the  third  reading  of  the 
Bill  was  fixed  for  Monday. 
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Fridag,  March  17. 

Com  MiTTBB  or  Sufply— Miscbllambous 
Sebvices.]  The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into 
a  Committee  of  Supply,  in  which  various 
-turns  for  Miscellaneous  Services  were  voted. 
On  the  motion,  "  that  20,000/.  be  granted 
to  be  applied  in  further  execution  of  the 
Act  of  the  43rd  of  his  Majesty,  towards 
making  roads  and  bi^ilding  bridges  in  the 
Highlands  of  Scotland  for  the  year  1815,'* 

The  Speaker,  being  one  of  the  commis- 
•ioners  under  the  act  of  parliament  to 
superintend  the  erection  of  bridges  and 
the  making  of  roads  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  wished  to  state  the  proceeding 
which  had  taken  place  under  that  Act. 
The  efirct  produced  by  the  Act  was,  that 


460  miles  of  road  had  been  made;  270 
miles  were  contracted  for;  and  170  miles 
were  under  consideration,  and  would  be 
made,  if  found  to  be  of  sufficient  public 
advantage,  and  if  the  parties  benefitted 
would  advance  one  moiety  of  the  money 
at  which  the  expense  was  estimated. 
Several  stone  and  iron  bridges,  of .  great 
span,  had  also  been  erected ;  ao  that  th^re 
/was  an  uninterrupted  road  along  the  East, 
coast  of  Scotland;  with  many  branches 
towards. the  Western  parts,  towards  the 
fisheries  and  cattle  country.  The  money 
appropriated  to  harbours  had  been  ex- 
pended on  nine  different  harboort,  chiefly 
on  the  l^ast  coast  of  Scotland,  so  that  that 
sea  could  not  now  be  considered,  as  it  was 
of  old,  mare  impartuomm.  The  expense 
to  the  country  had  been  150/)00/.  To 
individuals  it  had  been  the  same:  the  ex- 
pense being  by  the  Act  divided  into  equal 
moieties  k>etween  the  country  and  persons 
interested.  Of  the  70,000/.  expended  on 
bridges,  40*000/.  had  been  expended  by 
individuals ;  30,000/.  only  by  the  public: 
the  excess  above  the  estimate,  which  was 
greatest  In  the  case  of  the  bridges,  being 
always  paid  by  the  individuals.  Of  the 
sum  paid  for  harbours,  ^8,000/.  was  by 
the  public;  22,000/.  by  individuals.  The 
future  charge  would,  it  was  believed,  be 
concluded  in  two  years  more.  The  works 
now  in  progress  hail  been  hitherto  provided 
for  by  the  moiety  paid  by  individuals, 
which  was  always  deposited,  before  the 
work  commenced,  in  the  Bank  of  Scotland* 
After  two  years  there  might  be  some  ex- 
penditure under  the  County  Assessment 
Act,  by  which  the  four  northern  coantietf 
were  aothorized  to  assess  themselves  to  a 
certain  amount:  but  this  could  only  be 
in  one  county,  viz.  Ross,  the  others  being 
pledged  already  to  the  amount  of  the  sum 
thus  empowered  to  raise.  As  to  the  repairs, 
the  expense  was  in  the  proportion  of  one* 
fourth  to  the  public,  and  three- fourths  to 
the  individual,  and  the  counties  had  been 
induced  to  contribute  to  such  military 
roads  as  were  of  general  benefit;  the  ex- 
peose  would  be  yearly  2,500/.  for  the 
repair  of  all  the  roads,  being  short  of  that 
which  attended  the  repair  of  military  roada 
alone. 

Mr.  Wytm  thought,  that  if  such  largo 
sums  of  public  money  were  to  be  gfven  to 
keep  up  the  roads  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  Parliament  should  also  consider 
whether  something  ought  not  to  be  given 
to  keep  up  and  repair  the  roads  in  the 
mountainous  parts  of  Waleif  which  lay  ia 
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the  line  of  direct  commuDication  between 
London  and  Dublin. 

Sir  J<iAn  Nctcport  thoagbt^  that  the  road 
to  Ireland  sboald  be  as  much  attended  to 
by  thePafliamentof  the  United  Kingdom, 
as  the  roads  through  the  Highlands  of  Scot- 
land. As  to  the  roads  in  Ireland,  they  were 
well  kept  op  by  county  assessments. 

Mr.  W.  Simih  thought  that  every  case 
ought  to  stand  on  its  own  legs.  He  had 
no  objection  to  voting  the  sum  pro  posed » 
and  afterwards,  if  a  proper  case  was  made 
out,  he  should  see  no  objection  to  a  similar 
vote  for  roads  in  Wales,  where  it  was  evi- 
dent that  the  roads  would  not  be  so  bene* 
ficial  to  the  districts  immediately  adjoin- 
ing, as  that  they  could  be  fairly  called 
upon  to  pay  the  whole  expense  of  them. 

On  the  motion,  "That  50,00()/.  be 
granted  towards  defraying  the  expense  of 
making  an  Inland  Navigation  from  the 
Eastern  to  the  Western  Sea  by  Inverness 
and  Fort  William  for  the  year  1815/' 

The  Speaker  stated,  that  he  was  in  his 
official  capacity  in  the  commission  under 
the  Act,  in  pursuance  of  which  this  sum 
was  proposed  to  be  voted:  the  purpose 
was  to  make  navigable  a  communication 
of  about  50  or  60  miles,  between  the  two 
places  in  question,  which  would  open  a 
navigable  communication  between  the 
Sastern  and  Western  Sea.  The  original 
estimate  was  500.000/.,  the  sum  expended 
wat  5l2,000iL,  and  the  sum  at  which  the 
iwhole  expense  \yA  now  estiitaated  was 
700,000/.  '  The  work  would  probably  be 
completed  in  three  years  after  the  present 
year.  There  was  now  no  doubt  as  to  the 
possibility  of  making  Lochness  naviga.ble, 
moorings  being  judiciously  disposed ;  and 
from  the  invention  of  steam-boats,  the 
communication  could  be  made  with  as 
much,  certainty  as  on  a  turnpik^ '  road. 
The  advaptage  of  opening  the  communi- 
cation would  be,  that  the  cost^of  tonnage 
from  the  Baltic  to  Liverpool,  the  port 
chiefly  interested,  and  the  western  coast, 
at  the  rate  of  8i.  a  ton  in  summer,  and  a 
greater  propottion  in  winter,  the  rate  of 
insurance  would  be  lessened,  and  lime 
would  be  saved.  There  were  now  10  or 
12  vessels  wrecked  every  season  in  passing 
round  the  north. coast;  the  number  of  lives 
saved  by  the  communication,  which  ren- 
dered that  dangerous  navigation  unneces* 
•ary,  was  of  incalculable 'value. 

Mr.  Abenromlne  said,  as  Parliament  bad 
originally  agreed  to  this  speculation,  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  the  propriety  of 
focing  the  sum  now  required  to  carry  it 


on.  From  the  6rst,  however^  be  had  de- 
clared himself  hostile  to  the  undertaking. 
On  the  motion,  ^'  that  1,67S/.  be  granted 
for  the  relief  of  the  Poor  French  Kefugee 
Clergy  for  the  year  18 15/'    • 

Sir  Gilbert  Heathcote  wished  to  take  thia 
opportunity  of  expressing  his  concurrence 
in  what  had  fallen  from  his  hon.  friend'. 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  on  a  former  evening,  as 
to  the  impropriety  of  this  country  taxing 
any  part  in  the  present  disturbances  ia 
France.  Whether  Napoleon  or  Louis  was 
at  the  head  of  the  French  government,  he 
thought  we  ought  to  preserve  relations  of 
amity  with  that  country,  and  not  again 
plunge  into  a  new  war.  Having  said  so 
much,  he  would  not  bore  the  House  with 
any  further  observations. 

Mr.  Arbuihnot  explained  that  this  grant 
was  not  for  French  emigrants,  but  for 
French  Protestant  Clergymen  who  had 
been  driven  to  this  country  by  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  edict  of  Nantes. 

On  the  motion,  that  25,068/.  be  granted 
for  defraying  the  expense  of  tne  establish- 
ment of  the  Royal  Naval  Asylum, 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  this  large  item 
be  believed  had  originated  ii|  a  voluntary 
contribution,  by  which  the  institution  was 
at  first  established,  being  afterwards  taken 
under  the  aospices  of  Government.  On 
going  over  the  sums  of  which  this  total  of 
25,068/.  was  composed,  he  found,  that  to  a 
person  for  auditing  the  accounts,  no  less  a 
salary  was  given  than  SOO/.  per  annum. 
He  could  not  help  thinking,  considering 
the  sum  to  be  audited,  that  this  was  a 
most  enormous  charge.  The  situation  he 
thought  was  made  forthe4nan,  and  not  the 
man  for  the  situation.  On  going  further, 
he  found  another  charge  of  fifty* two 
guineas  for  hair-cutting.  H<i  thought 
some  barber  could  be  procured  for  this 
sum,  who  would  work  all  day  long,  but  in 
all  probability  he  occasionally  lent  a  hand 
to  the  auditor. 

Mr.  Jrbuiknoi  said,  the  auditor  was  a 
clergyman,  and  assisted  the  chaplain  of 
the  institution  in  the  execolion  of  his 
duties. 

Mr.  WMibread  was  at  a  loss  to*  know 
what  a  clergyman  had  to  do  with  auditing 
accounts. 

The  Ckaneelhr  qf  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  the  gentleman  in  question  had  been 
extremely  useful  in  the  formation  of  the 
institution. 

Sir  John  Newport  observed,  that  this 
clergyman,  in  addition  to  being  auditor  of 
the  institution,   was  abo  auditor  of  the 
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accounts  of  the  non-resiaent  clergy,  being    there  at  preieni ;  in  the  latter,  he  believed 


himself  the  incambent  of  two  livings  in 
Ireland,  on  which  he  never  resided, 

Mr.  Arbuthnoi  said,  that  the  gentleman 
had  lost  his  livings  in  Ireland  by  attending 
to  his  duty  as  auditor  of  accounts. 

Mr.  Fitzgerald  stated,  that  Dr.  Clarke 
«had  ceased  to  possess  the  benefit  of  his 
Irish  livings. 

Mr.  Whithread'ihought  that  300/.  a  year, 
with  a  residence,  coal%  candles,  &c.  was 
too  much  for  the  auditor.  He  was  quite 
sure  a  salary  of  100/.  a  year,  without 
perquisites,  would  be  deemed  amply  suf- 
ficient by  a  competeiit  person.*  Why  was 
there  a  governor  with  760/.  a  year  ?  In- 
deed, from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  from 
the  governor  to  the  50/.  a  year  barber,  all 
appeared  to  him  a  job. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  the  governor  was 
selected  from  the  list  of  meritorious  naval 
captains,  and  the  emoluments  were  uot 
greater  than  his  pay,  if  on  actual  service. 
The  auditor  was  the  only  person  not 
ielected  from  those  who  had  served  in  the 
navy.  So  far  as  he  was  acquainted  with 
the  Society,  (and.  froth  his  situation,  he 
was  a  governor,)  he  denied  it  was  a  job. 
It  was  a  fair  provision  for  meritorious 
naval  characters,  and  at  the  sama  time  a 
useful  asylum  for  the  children  of  seamen. 
He  was  willing  to  admit  that  the  institu- 
tion was  objectionable,  from  the  admis- 
sion to  it  being  so  general,  he  having 
a  strong  dislike  to  see  the  children  of  offi- 
cers on  the  same  level  with  those  of  com- 
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mon  sailors,  in  the  system  of  their  educa- 
tion. With  reference  to  the  duties  of  the 
auditor,  they  embraced  the  inspection  of 
larger  sums  than  the  25,000/.  in  the  esii** 
mates.  The  present  auditor  was  also  one 
of  the  founders  of  the  institution. 

Mr.  Whitbreadmid  he  was  then  one  of  the 
happy  founders  who  drew  a  benefit  from 
his  labours.  The  school  was  intended  for 
1 ,000  children.  How  many  were  actually 
there  at  present  ?  From  what  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Admiralty  had  said,  he  (Mr. 
W.)  thought  a  committee  should  be  ap» 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  management  of 
the  School,  as  it  wds  stated  by  that  hon. 
gentleman  to  be  evidently  defective. 

Mr.  Croker  did  not  mean  to  go  fThr  as 
the  hon.  gentleman  insinuated,  in  his  ob- 
jection to  the  system ;  but  he  thought  it 
wrong  that  the  children  of  officers  and 
seamen  should  be  associated  togetlier  in 
the  institution.  The  numbers  which  the 
school  establishment  embraced  were,  700 
boys^  and   SOO  girh.    The  former  were 


there  might  be  some  deficiency.  Such  an 
establishment  must  evidently  be  useful. 

Sir  C  Pole  conceived  the  establishment 
improper,  from  the  irresponsible  enormous 
enpenditure  which  was  lavished  without 
control,  in  its  buildings. 

Mr.  Arbuthnot  had  no  objection  to  the 
proposed  committee;  but  he  would  suggest 
to  its  proposer  to  pay  the' asylum  a  visit 
during  the  Easter  recess,  and  satisfy  him- 
self, respecting  the  establishment.  The 
auditor  neglected  his  Irish  livings  to  attend 
to  this  institution,  and  he  therefore  con^ 
ceived  the  salary  not  exorbitant. 

The  Resolution  was  pro  tempore  whh^ 
drawn. 
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Monday t  March  '20. 

Petitions  relating  to  the  Corn 
Laws.]  The  House  was  occupied  for 
nearly  two  hours  in  receiving  petitions 
on  the  subject  of  the  Corn  laws. 

Viscount  Melville  presented  a  petition 
from  the  city  of  Edinburgh  in  favour  of 
the  measure.  He  then  presented  petitions 
from  certain  of  the  incorporated  trades  in 
Edinburgh,  and  from  several  other  places 
in  Scotland  against  the  measure.  Among 
these  was  a  petition  from  the  town  of 
Forfar.  His  lordship  stated  that  the  peti- 
tion was  on  one  skin  of  parchment,  and 
the  names  of  the  petitioners  on  the  other 
skins. 

The  Earl  of  Lauderdale  could  not  sufTer 
the  petition  to  pass,  without  stating  to  their 
lordships  the  contents  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  received,  signed  with  the  names  of 
two  gentlemen,  whom  he  could  take  upon 
himself  to  represent  as  among  the  most 
respectable  in  the  county  of  Forfar,  though 
he  would  not  mention  them,  lest  the  cir- 
cumstance of  their  writing  to  him  on  such 
an  occasion  might  be  attended  with  dis- 
agreeable consequences  to  them.  The 
letter  stated,  that  the  House  of  Lords 
ought  to  be  apprised  that  this  petition - 
could  hardly  be  considered  as  the  free  und 
unbiassed  opinions  of  those  who  signed  it ; 
that  violence  and  intimidation  bad  been 
used  by  the  mob  to  procure  signatures ; 
that  persons  riding  through  the  town  had 
been  compelled  to  sign  it ;  that  the  mob 
had  assailed  a  clergyman  residing  in  the 
neighbourhood,  with  abuse  and  mud,  be- 
cause he  refused  to  sign  on  compulsion, 
even  though  he  might  be  adverse  to  the 
Corn  Bill;    and  that  though  be  bad  seat 
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for  aiiitUnc^  lo  tb«  isagUtrftte*  of  the 
U^wn,  thty  bad  aot  oveo  s«nt  a  towo  officer 
to  hU  relief.  Hit  lord«hi(f  snid,  that  he 
bad  iboughl  it  birdaty  to  lay  the  ^ooients 
of  the  letter  before  the  Ilou^#  thai  thoy 
might  judge  what  regard  waa  due  to  aucb 
pctitioos. 

The  Lord  Chmeclhr  aaid^  that  the  peti- 
tion could  xiot  io  cooaiiteiicy  with  the 
rules  of  the  Home  be  received  at  all,  there 
being  no  nan^  on  the  ikin  which 
eontaioed  the  petition^  io  that  of  thoae 
who  aigned«  not  a  map  perhaps  mightercr 
ba?e  seen  it  He  was  always  inclined  to 
receive  every  petition  as  far  as  the  roles 
of  the  House  permitted  ;  but  it  was  bis 
duty  to  state>  that  according  to  the  rule 
on  which  ibay  had  bitbeno  acted*  the 
petition  could  not  be  received* 

Lord  Melville  therefore  agreed  to  with- 
draw the  petilioo. 

The  marquis  of  BuciasgAoin  said,  that  it 
wonld  have  been  more  creditable  to  his 
noble  friend's  cause,  if  be  bad  refrained 
from  reading  the  letter  which  contained  a 
reflection  on  the  ma|[istraiea,  unless  be 
bad  resolved  lo  mention  the  names  of 
those  who  bad  signed  the  letter* 

The  Earl  of  Lmdgrd^k  observed,  that 
it  was  important  that  the  House  should 
know  the  fact,  and  that  the  names  of  the 
magistratea  onlyoccnrred  incidentally. 

£ari  Gr^  lamented  that  such  violence 
ahoiald  in  any  case  bave  occurred  ;  but 
bis  noblo  friend  was  by  no  meana  entitled 
to  infer  that  the  signatures  of  all  or  any 
were  the  oottmquence  of  any  such  violence. 
These  ferments  were  onfortonalely  too 
often  the  effect  of  measures  to  which  the 
mass  of  the  people  Mt  a  atrong  rapog- 
Bance ;  bot  the  graatest  part  of  the  signa- 
tures to  tbo  petitions  might  be,  and  pro- 
bably were  the  result  of  calm  conviction 
in  tM  petii^onerf,  and  ought  not  to  be  coo- 
aidcrea  as  in  any  material  degree  the 
afiect  of  intimklation.  If  bis  noUo  friend 
meant  to  sa^  that  the  mass  of  tbaae  peti- 
tions wen  signed  from  any  such  motive, 
and  that  tbeae  was  really  no  iiseling  ad- 
vene to  the  Bseeeore  existing  in  tbe  great 
body  of  tbe  oommunity,  bis  noble  friend 
was  vory  much  mistak^  Tbe  noble  earl 
tben  stated,  that  be  held  in  bis  hand  a 
petition  which  their  lordships  wosdd  be 
9«y  anxious  to  receive,  if  possible.  It 
was  from  the  landholders»  maaofacturers, 
and  merchants  connected  witb  the  Staf- 
fcidsbire  polieciev,  against  tbe  meaanre. 
The  petition  was  on  one  skin  of  parch* 
wiont.  and  tbe  names  on  other  skins. 

(VOL.  XXX.) 


Tbe  Zord  ChifnoclUn-  said  that  be  had 
always  every  ioclioation  to  recei?e  peti- 
tions when  properly  worded ;  but  it  was 
contrary  to  the  rules  of  tbe  H^iuse  to  re- 
ceive this  petition,  however  re6|iecubly 
signed. 

Earl  Sionhapc  said,  the  role  had  by  no 
means  been  universally  acted  upon ;  for 
instance,  he  himself  bad  lately  preseoUd 
a  petition  which  had  been  received  under 
similar  circumstances.  This  petitioi|« 
therefore,  be  thought  should  be  received. 

Viscount  Melville  said  that  the  Forfar 
petitioners  had  been  very  ill  used  if  this 
were  to  be  received. 

Tbe  Earl  of  lAmerick  stated  that  a  peti* 
tion  from  tbe  couoty  of  Roscommon  had 
been  refused,  on  account  of  a  similar  ob- 
jection; and  it  would  be  certainly  unfair, 
if  another  petition  were  received,  to  whicb 
there  existed  a  similar  objection. 

Tbe  Lord  Chancellor  seid,  that  no  such 
petition  had,  in  bis  experience,  been  re- 
ceived, where  tbe  attention  of  the  House 
bad  been  called  to  tbe  circumstance ;  be- 
cause, if  such  were  to  be  tbe  new  rule,  a 
petition  might  be  prepared  in  London, 
and  perhaps  4/OjOOO  signatures  procured  to 
it  in  the  country  by  persons  who  might 
never  have  seen  tbe  petition.  But  the 
House  bad  nude  this  distinction,  that 
where  there  were  a  lew  signatures  on  tbe 
skin  tonteining  tbe  petition,  it  might  be 
received  as  tbe  petition  of  those  who 
signed  that  skin. 

Lord  GremiUe^M,  that  this  was  a  new 
view  of  tbe  question,  for  it  now  appeared 
that  a  petition,  though  signed  by  40«000 
persons,  would  only  >e  received  aa  the 
petition  of  the  fisw  who  signed  on  the  skia 
containing  the  petition.  This  must  bo 
tbe  cese^  it  appeared,  because  40/XX) 
namf  s  could  not  be  crowded  on  the  first 
skin.  This  was,  in  truth,  to  shut  their 
lordships  doors  againet  petitioners.  It  was 
quite  a  monstrous  doctrine,  and  could  not 
be  the  rule  of  the  House,  end  if  it  were, 
it  would  opt  eSbrd  tbe  4esired  security, 
for  if  any  one  tbooght  it  worth  while  to 
attempt  snch  a  deoeptieo,  be  eughit  eaaily 
put  a  few  names  to  the  first  skin*  It  was 
clear  the  nsage  had  not  been  uniform,  and 
there  was  in  fact  no  rale  on  the  subject. 

Earl  Gcey  persisted  in  eSsriog  the  peti- 
tion, and  the  House  divided  on  the  qoes- 
tien,  whether  the  petition  should  be  re- 
ceived. Contenta,  IS;  Not-Conlonts,i4; 
Majority  against  receiving  the  petition,  31 . 

Lord  OrtnMk  presented  a  petition 
egainst  tbe  Bill  Crom  Bristol,  signed  bf 
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42«(XK)  persons;  one  from  Leicester  to  the 
same  effect,  signed  by  8,000 ;  one  to  the 
same  effect,  from  Northallerton,  signed  by 
the  whole  population  oF  the  place  ;  one 
from  Sunderland,  and  a  great  number  of 
petitions  to  the  same  effect  from  varioos 
parts  of  Scotland  and  England.  He  had 
besides  several  which  he  could  not  present 
in  consequence  of  the  determination  which 
the  House  had  just  come  to  with  respect 
lo  petitions. 

Earl  Sianhope  had  a  variety  of  petitions 
to  present  against  the  Bill ;  the  number  of 
•ignatnres  to  the  petitions  which  he  had 
presented,  and  was  now  to  present,  amount* 
ed  to  about  300,000.  There  were  two 
from  the  county  of  Wilts,  both  of  them 
together  signed  by  25,000  persons,  and 
one  from  Beyerley,  in  Yorkshire.  These 
petitions  were  powerfully  hitter,  but  such 
as  ought  to  be  receired.  He  had  also  one 
from  Dalkeith,  which  would  not  do,  in 
consequence  of  their  lordships  decision  ; 
one  from  Hungerford,  which  would  do; 
ao  admirable  petition  from  Stirling,  which 
would  do;  one  from  Falkirk,  containing 
excellent  arguments,  which  for  the  above 
reason  their  lordships  could  not  hear,  and 
a  great  number  of  others. 

Alt  these  petitions  were  laid   on  the 
table^  with  the  exception  of  about  ten 
or  twelve,  which  were  not  received  ou^ 
account  of  the  objection  already  stated. 

The  Marqnis  of  Buckinghttm  put  it  to 
the  candour  of  the  noble  earl  whether  he 
ought  to  persist  in  moving  the  third  read- 
ing of  the  Corn  Bill  till  those  petitioners 
whose  petitions  were  refused,  on  account 
of  the  objection  taken  in  point  of  form, 
shonld  have. an  opportunity  of  coming 
forward  in  a  more  formal  manner.  It 
could  not  be  supposed  that  petitioners 
coald  have  been  accurately  acquainted 
with  forms  of  whfioh  their  lordships  them- 
selves did  not  seem  to  have  been  well 
aware. 

The  Earl  of  Lhcrpool  saw  no  reason  for 
delay.  The  petition  from  the  Sufibrd- 
ihire  potteries  had  been  already  published, 
and  the  nature  and  object  of  the  rest  must 
also  be  very  well  known. 


CoBii  Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the  day 
for  the  third  reading  of  the  Com  Bill, 

The  Itfarquis  of  Buckmgkam  protested 
•gainst  the  Bill,  against  its  principle,  the 
mode  of  carrying  it  into  practice,  and 
against  the  precipitation,  with  which  it 
had  been  hurried  through  the  House  in 
defiance  of  the  petitions  of  the  people. 
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His  lordship  characterized  the  measure  as 
a  bribe  given  to  the  landed  interest  to  in- 
duce them  to  acquiesce  in  the  main- 
tenance of  war  establishments  in  a  time  df 
peace ;  and  considered  it  as  most  unjust 
to  the  other  classes  of  the  community, 
that  the  landholders  should  thus  have  se- 
cured to  them  in  a  time  of  peace  the 
high  prices  which  they  bad  obuined 
during  a  period  of  war. 

The  Earl  of  WesimorcUmditad,  be  wished, 
as  Nero  did  of  the  Romans,  that  England 
had  but  one  head,  or  that  all  its  heads, 
and  those  of  London  especially,  could 
have  been  present  at  the  former  discus- 
sions of  the  question.  They  would  have 
.found  all  the  argument  on  one  side;  for 
to  his  mind,  nothing  in  conviction  coold 
be  more  conclusive  than  the  speech  of 
the  noble  earl  (Liverpool)  beside  him. 
He  disapproved  of  the  language  that  called 
Ireland  a  foreign  country,  or  placed  her 
on  the  same  footing  with  the  Continent  as 
to  our  protection.  The  eHectof  the  system 
of  protection  was  remarkable  in  that 
country.  Forty  years  ago,  she  was  un- 
speakably wretched ;  corn  bounties  were 
introduced,  and  they  made  her  one  great 
agricultural  country.  The  opinion  of 
noble  lords  seemed  to  be,  that  such  a  di- 
minution in  the  price  of  corn  shonld  take 
place,  as  would  throw  about  a  third  part 
of  the  land  out  of  cultivation.  The  pro- 
duce of  that  third  was  about  12  millions 
of  quarters ;  now  where  were  we  to  get 
such  a  quantity  ?  The  value  of  those  12 
millions  would  be  about  SO  tnil lions  ster* 
ling:  we  had  never  in  the  worst  of  times 
been  forced  to  buy  more  than  3  millions' 
worth  in  the  year.  But  supposing  w« 
could  find  the  corn,  how  were  we  to  bring 
it  home  ?  We  might  reckon  that  3  quarters 
occupied  a  ton  of  freightage.  Here  we 
must  use  4  millions  of  tonnage.  Now  the 
greatest  quantity  of  tonnage  that  bad  ever 
entered  the  British  ports  in  a  year  was 
not  more  than  3  millions  and  a  half. 

The  Earl  of  Bvckk^hamikirc  also  argued 
in*support  of  the  Bill,  contending  for  its 
necessity,  with  a  view  to  the  encouragement 
of  agriculture,  in  order  that  we  might  in- 
sure a  steady  supply  within  ourselves,  and 
animadverted  upon  the  language  used  by 
his  noble  friend  (the  marquis  of  Buckings 
ham),  which  he  considered  as  calculated 
to  misguide  the  public  mind. 

The  Marquis  of  Buektngikam,  in  expla- 
nation, disclaimed  any  intention  of  mis* 
guiding  the  public  mind. 

The  Earl  of  Buckmgkamhire  denied  any^ 
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Jntontion  of  throwing  blame    upon   bii 
noble  friottd'f  motives. 

The  Etrl  of  Gorlu/^ objected  to  the  Bill, 
as  being  calculated  to  excite  great  dis- 
contentf  without  any  advantage  being 
shewn  thai  could  be  derived  from  it 

Earl  Stwikope  said,  he  could  not  help 
laughing  at  the  noble  Premier's  ideas  of 
British  superiority  as  arising  from  fuel, 
credit,  and  .machinery.  When  the  work- 
man ran  away  to  foreign  countries,  he 
carried  off  his  money ;  so  much  for  per- 
manent capital :  as  to  fuel«  he  should  tell 
the  noble  Premier^  that  there  might  be 
machinery  lirorked  without  fuel.  The 
Jioble  prime  might  stare  at  this;  but 
though  be  (earl  Stanhope)  would  give 
way  to  him  where  he  had  his  official 
papers  beside  him,  he  would  tell  that 
noble  prime  that  as  to  machinery  and  such 
like  matters,  the  noble  prime  was  not  fit  to 
tie  the  latcbets  of  his  shoes.  Conceiving 
this  Bill  to  be  grossly  injurious  to  the 
poorer  classes,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  move, 
thst  it  be  rejected. 

Lord  Redeidak  defended  the  Bill,  con- 
tending that  it  was  for  the  advantage  of 
fill  classes  of  the  community  to  encourage 
the  growth  of  corn;  taking  the  import 
at  one- fortieth  part  of  the  consumption., 
thirty-nine  parts  must  be  provided  for 
i^thin  ourselves.  The  landholders  be- 
sides, whose  rents  instead  of  increasing 
had  really  diminished,  though  there  was 
a  nominal  rise,  ought  to  be  maintained  in 
their  relative  scale  in  society. 

Lord  King  considered  the  argument  of 
the  noble  lord  regarding  the  landholders 
to  be  speaking  out  upon  the  subject,  and 
shewing  the  real  nature  of  the  Bill.  The 
measure  was  to  operate  by  a  monopoly, 
and  must  have  the  effect  of  raising  the 
price  of  wheat. 

The  Earl  of  Harrowby  contended,  that 
the  Bill  would  operate  to  the  real  ad* 
advantage  of  the  consumer,  including  of 
course  the  whole  of  the  poorer  class;  and 
that  even  if  the  effect  was  to  raise  the 
price  of  grain  during  the  next  year,  the 
ultimate  result  would  be  to  render  it 
cheaper,  and  produce  a  full  supply  at  a 
moderate  rate. 

The  Earl  of  DamX^  warmly  supported 
the  Bill,  and  contended,  that  the  measure 
would  not  be  more  beneficial  to  the  agri- 
culturist than  to  the  manufacturer.  It 
was  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  table 
was  loaded  with  petitions  from  the  manu- 
^cturers,  who  were  crowded  in  great 
towns,  while  the*  feeling  of  sis  millions  of 


people  in  Ireland,  and  many  in  this 
country,  employed  in  agricultural  occu- 
pations, could  not  be  collected,"  though 
decidedly  in  favour  of  the  Bill.  It  was  ' 
of  little  importance  to  thjeir  lordships, 
whose  rents  were  in  general  so  moderate^- 
that  the  fall  in  the  price  of  corn  could  not 
lower  them,  whether  the  Bill  passed  or 
no  ;  but  it  was  of  great  importance  to  the 
labourer  that  the  price  of  bre^d  should 
be  steady. 

Lord  Gremnlle  thought,  the  effects  of 
the  Bill  would  be  precisely  contrary  to 
the  predictions  of  his  noble  friend  (the 
earl  of  Harrowby),  and  be  took  that  last 
opportunity  of  opposing  it,  and  of  renew- 
ing  his  entreaties  to  their  lordships  to 
pause,  to  consider,  and  inquire,  before  they 
passed  the  Bill.  The  effect  was  to  raise 
a  tax  on  the  community  to  support  the  • 
rents  and  the  profits  of  the  farmers.  It 
wai  thus  an  act  of  injustice;  and  it  was  an 
act  of  impolicy,  inasmuch  as  it  caused  loss 
to  the  country,  by  diverting  capital  from 
its  proper  channel.  Even  if  he  were  so 
sanguine  as  to  the  future  good  effects  of 
the  Bill,  he  did  not  think  ^hat  the  present 
was  the  proper  time  for  trying  a  periloua 
experiment,,and  of  submitting  to  present 
evil  for  the  sake  of  future  and  contingent 
good. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the  only 
charge  he  could  bring  against  himself 
was,  that  he  had  not  urged  the  passing  of 
such  a  Bill  as  that  before  the  House  in 
the  last  session  of  parliament.  Much  evil 
would  thus  have  been  avoided.  If  the 
Bill  produced  evil,  it  might  be  repealed;  , 
but  the  evils  which  might  be  produced  by 
neglecting  to  pass  it  would  be  irreparable. 
If  one  quarter  of  the  wheat  land  of  the 
kingdom  was  thrown  out  of  cultivation,  no 
foreien  supply  could  possibly  make  up 
the  oeficiency  in  the  quantity  of  food. 

The  Earl  of  LautUrdaU  denied,  that  any 
precipitation  had  been  shown  by  the  sup- 
porters of  the  Bill.  He  thought  the  argu- 
ments of  the  opposers  of  the  Bill  went 
entirely  on  the  unfounded  supposition, 
that  the  corn  trade  was  a  free  trade,  and 
that  the  price  of  provisions  would  be  raised 
by  the  Bill ;  both  of  which  assumptions 
he  thought  entirely  false,  because,  from 
the  excessive  taxation  of  this  country*  a 
bounty  was  at  present  paid,  in  effect,  to 
foreign  corn-growers. 

The  House  then  divided  on  eari  Stan* 
hope's  motion,  that  the  Bill  be  rejected : 
ContenU,  21;  Not-contenta,  128.  Tho 
Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time>.and  paasad. 
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t^ftOTEST  AGAINST  THE  CoRN  BlLL.]      On 

the  third  readins  of  the  fiill  it  was  moved, 
"  that  this  Bill  be  rejected  ;^'  which  mo- 
tion having,  on*  a  division,  been  negatived, 
the  following  Protest  was  entered  : 

f'  Dissentient, 
^*M.  BecAote  we  )ire  advene  in  prin- 
ctiple  to  all  new  restraints  on  commerce. 
We  thirtk  it  certain  that  public  prosperity 
is  best  promoted,  by  leaving  uncontronled 
the  free  corrent  of  national  industry;  and 
we  wish  rather,  by  well-considered  steps, 
to  bring  back  our  commercial  legislation 
to  the  straight  and  simple  line  of  wisdom, 
ihtin  to  increase  the  deviation,  by  subject- 
ing additional  and  extensive  branches  of 
the  pdblic  interest  to  fresh  systems  of 
artificial  and  injurious  restriction. 

"  2.  Because  we  think  that  the  great 
practical  role,  of  leaving  all  commerce 
unfettered,  applies  m«re  peculiarly,  and 
on  still  stnonger  grounds  of  justice  as  well 
as  of  policy,  to  the  com  trade  than  to  any 
other.  Irresistible  indeed  must  be  that 
necessity  which  could,  in  our  judgment, 
•ntfaorice  the  Legislature  to  tamper  with 
the  sustebance  of  the  people,  and  to  Im- 
|>ede  the  free  pott:hase  and  sale  of  that 
article,  on  which  depends  the  existence  of 
ao  large  a  portion  of  the  community. 

«*  S.  Because  we  think  that  the  expecta- 
tions of  ultimate  benefit  from  this  measure 
are  founded  on  a  delusive  theory.  We 
eannol  persuade  ounelirea  that  this  law 
Will  ever  contribute  to  produce  plenty, 
cheapness,  or  steadiness  of  price.  So 
lottg  aa  it  operates  at  all,  its  effhcts  must 
be  the  opposite  oF  these.  Monopoly  is 
the  parent  of  scarcity,  of  deameas,  and  of 
uncertainty.  TV>  cat  oflTany  of  the  sources 
i^  supply  can  only  lend  to  lessen  its 
aliuodanee ;  to  close  against  ourselves  the 
tMttpegi  Mieei  lor  any  commodity,  mmt 


enhance  the  priee  at  which  we  purchase 
it;  and  to  confine  the  Consumer  of  corn 
to  the  produce  of  his  own  country,  is  to 
refuse  to  ourselves  the  benefit  of  that  pro* 
vision  which  Providence  itself  has  made 
for  equaliatng  to  man  the  variations  of 
season  and  of  climate. 

"  4.  But  whatever  may  be  the  fiiture 
consequences  of  this  law,  at  some  distant 
and  uncertain  period,  we  see,  with  pain, 
that  these  hopes  must  be  purchased  at  the 
expense  of  a  great  and  present  evil.  To 
compel  the  conshmer  to  purchase  corn 
dearer  at  home  than  it  might  be  imported 
from  abrosd,  is  the  immediate  practical 
effect  of  this  law.  In  this  way  alone  can 
it  operate.  Its  present  protection*  its  pro- 
mised extension  of  agriculture  must  result 
[if  at  all)  from  the  profits  which  it  creates 
by  keeping  op  the  price  of  corn  to  an  arti* 
flcial  level.  These  future  benefits  are  the 
consequences  expected,  but  as  we  confi- 
dently believe  erroneously  expected,  from 
giving  a  bounty  to  the  grower  of  corn,  bjr 
a  tax  levied  on  its  consumer. 

''  6,  Because  we  think  that  the  adoption 
of  any  permanent  law,  ibr  such  a  purpose, 
required  the  fullest  and  most  laborious  in- 
vestigation. Nor  would  it  have  beeti 
sufficient  for  our  satisfaction  could  we 
have  t>een  convinced  of  the  genera]  policy 
of  so  haxardous  an  experiment.  A  still 
further  inquiry  would  have  been  necessary 
to  persuade  us  that  the  present  moment 
was  fit  for  its  adoption.  In  such  an  in- 
quiry  we  must  have  had  the  means  of 
satiifying  Ourselves'  what  its  immediate 
operation  will  be  m  connected  with  the 
various  and  pressing  circumstancei  of 
public  difficulty  and  distress  with  which 
the  country  is  now  surrounded  ;  with  the 
state  of  our  circulation  and  currency ;  of 
our  agriculture  and  manufactures ;  of  our 
internal  and  external  commerce;  and 
above  all  with  the  condition  and  reward 
of  the  industrioui  and  labouring  classes  of 
our  community. 

*<  On  all  these  particulars,  as  they  re* 
spect  this  question,  we  think  that  Parlia* 
ment  ii  almost  wholly  uninformed;  on 
all  we  tee  reason  for  the  utmost  anxiety 
and  alarm  from  the  operation  of  this  law. 

"  Lutly,  Because  if  we  could  approve 
of  the  principle  and  purpose  of  this  law, 
we  think  that  no  sufficient  foundation  haa 
been  laid  fi>r  its  details.  The  evidence  be- 
fore us,  unsatisfactory  and  imperfect  as  it 
it,  teema  to  ns  rather  to  disprove  than  to 
suppott  the  propriety  of  the  high  price 
adopted  at  the  itandard  of  importation. 
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and  iht  falUctout  mode  bj  which  that 
price  it  to  be  ascertained. 

•*  And  on  all  these  groondt  we  are 

anxtoos  to  record  oor  dissent  from  a  mea- 

aiire  so  precipitate  io  its  course,  and,  as 

we  fear#  so  injarioos  in  its  consequences. 

AvGiMTvs  FatDBaicR  (d.  of  Sussex), 

William  FstDaaicii  (d.  of  QloQcester)f 

QaiNVlLLE, 
WlLLBSLBY, 

Essex, 

ToaaiNOToif, 

DuTtON  (marqai*  of  Dooglas), 

ChaMDOS  BucKlMGHAlf, 

MmttroRT, 
Kino, 

CaELISLB. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday,  March  20. 

AdDEBSS  EBSFBCttNO  THX  CoMQEESS  At 

ViBNif  A.]  Mr.  Wkkbread  rose,  in  pursuance 
of  his  notice,  and  said :— -The  noble  lord  in 
the  blue  ribbon  (lord  Castlereash),  who  is 
more  particularly  the  object  of  imiTersal 
attention,  hts,  during  the  fifteen  months 
which  have  last  passed,  run  a  great  and- 
brilliant  career.  He  was  telected  by  his 
Majesty's  gofernment  as  the  person  most 
fit  to  conduct  the  afiairs  of  this  country 
abroad-^to  contend,  if  to  contend  was 
necessary,  for  its  interests ;  and  being  thus 
selected  by  his  political  friends,  no  one 
of  hit  political  opponents  was  f[>und  to 
Cavil  at  that  choice.  But  there  was  no 
one  of  his  high  situations  which  I  should 
have  so  much  envied  him,  as  that,  when 
as  a  commoner,  he  returned  from  his  last 
great  mtssion,  to  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom,  to  lay  before  us  the 
proceedings  of  the  Congress  at  which  he 
assisted,  to  explain  doubts,  to  disperse 
those  calumnies  which  he  complains  hare 
been  cast  upon  himself  as  the  representa- 
tive of  Great  Britain,  at)d  the  continental 
Powers  our  allies;  and  thus  deserve  and 
receive  again  the  undivided  approbation 
with  which  he  was  once  before  hailed  io 
this  House.  But  it  most  occur  to  every 
one,  that  afler  the  noble  lord  hid  accepted 
a  second  time  the  great  task  of  settling 
the  relations  of  this  country  with  foreign 
powers,  he  ought  not  to  have  returned 
leaving  that  task  unperformed  :  if  it  was 
necessary  that  the  noble  lord  should  go 
to  the  Congress  at  Vienna,  he  should  not 
have  returned  without  having  finirfied  the 
great  work,  without  being  able  to  explain 
H  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  country  and 


the  world.  However,  there  was  no  lack 
of  British  ministera  at  Vienna.  The  noble 
lord  was  placed  there,  as  it  were,  in  the 
bosom  of  his  fiimily,  surrounded  by  those 
persons  in  whom  he  could  confide,  not 
only  from  their  talents,  but  from  their 
being  nearly  connected  with  him.  The 
noble  lord,  however,  had  cast  a  slur  on 
those  persons,  inasmuch  as  he  celled  in 
the  duke  of  Wellington  from  Paris  to 
conclude  those  negocietlons  which  be  had 
left  unfinished,  if  it  was  necessary  that 
the  duke  of  Wellington  should  have  been 
sent  to  Paris  from  the  extraordinary  situa* 
tion  of  affairs  in  France,  he  should  not 
have  been  removed  from  his  post  there 
under  any  consideration :  and  though,  if 
we  consider  the  events  which  have  to 
entirely  changed  the  face  of  affairs  be- 
tween the  time  when  I  gave  my  notice 
and  the  moment  in  which  I  am  now  speak* 
ing,  we  may  rejoice  that  the  duke  of 
Wellington  was  removed  from  Paris ;  yet 
oonflning  ourselves  to  the  subject  before 
us,  it  was  most  extraordinary  that  he 
alone  should  have  been  thought  fit  to  tm« 
ravel  that  part  of  the  negociations  which 
the  noble  lord  opposite  had  not  concluded. 
Instead  of  such  an  important  part  of  the 
arrangements  being  left  by  him,  (at  we 
must  conclude  from  this  circumstance, 
they  were  left  unsettled),  we  bed  ex- 
pected that  the  noble  lord  would  display 
to  this  House  all  the  great  acts  of  the 
European  Congress;  that  he  would  be 
able  triumphantly  to  announce  that  all  the 
great  principles  which  the  allies,  when 
advancing  upon  Paris,  announced  to  Eu* 
rope,  had  been  carried  into  complete 
execution;  that  their  promises  had  been 
folly  accomplished ;  and  that  they  were, 
in  tieed,  u  well  as  in  word,  the  liberators 
of  the  Continent.  For  my  own  part,  I  had 
firmly  hoped  that  he  would,  on  his  reiuni 
from  Vienna,  as  he  did  on  his  return  from 
Paris,  enter  this  House  with,  the  treaty  ia 
his  hand,  signed  by  all  the  Powers  of 
Europe.  But  being  frustrated  in  this 
hope,  it  remains  for  me,  as  an  individual  * 
member  of  parliament,  at  the  request  of 
the  noble  lord,  to  call  for  that  explanation 
which,  without  some  questions,  he  would 
not  be  able  to  five,  and  to  inform  him  of 
the  charges  wnich  have  been  made  on 
the  government  of  this  country  in  hit 
absence. 

The  hon.  gentleman  proceeded  to  say 
that  these  charges  could  not  be  said  to 
be  personal  to  the  noble  lord,  because 
that  noble  lord  h^d  always  been  regarded 
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Merely  as  4he  representative  of  our  Go- 
▼ernment«  and  be  should  repeat  them  to 
show  that  they  were  not  brpught  merely 
Id  take  advantage  of  his  absence.  It  had 
been  said,  that  pending  no  negociation 
had  so^many  questions  been  put  as  during 
the  progress  of  the  Congress  of  Vienna^ 
In.  answer  to  this  he  should  observe,  that 
during  the  negociations  at  Chatillon  and 
those  at  Paris,  no  inquiry  had  been  made 
on  that  side  of  the  House :  he  and  others 
liad  remained  satisfied  till  the  noble  lord 
had  returned"— >they  would  have  remained 
satisfied  also  during  the  Congress  at 
Vienna,  if  nothing  had  transpired  of  the 
negociations  there,' or  if  only  vague  ru- 
mours, discredited  by  the  manner  in 
which  they  were  stated,  had  found  their 
way  into  the  public  prints.  But  when 
official  documents,  at  variance  with  good 
faith  and  against  plighted  treaties,  had 
been  published  with  the  appearance  of 
authority,  it  was  impossible  that  they 
should  shut  their  eyes;  and  when  they 
law  that,  without  waiting  for  the  termina- 
tion of  the  Congress,  armies  took  posses- 
sion of  independent  states,  and  proceeded 
to  make  partitions,  it  was  impossible  that 
they  should  shut  their  ears  to  the  general 
cry  of  bitter  lamentation,  disappointment, 
and  despair  throughout  Europe;  and  it 
became  their  duty  to  call  on  the  ministers 
present  at  the  time,  to  know  whether  the 
reports  spread,  as  to  the  conduct  of  the 
allied  powers,  were  well  founded.  The 
noble  lord  had  probably  heard  how  his 
right  hon.  colleagues  had  been  harassed 
during  his  absence ;  and  they  might  have 
complained  of  the  utter  ignorance  in 
which  they  were  left  by  him,  which  dis- 
abled them  from  cutting  a  better  figure  : 
but  he  did  not  know  whether  they  had 
informed  the  noblcf  lord  of  the  tnreata 
they  had  thrown  out,  that  when  the  noble 
lord  returned,  all  the  political  opponents 
of  the  Administration  should  have  reason 
to  remember  and  regret  the  attacks  they 
had  made.  One  very  active  member  of 
the  Administration  (Mr.  Wellesley  Pole) 
bad  also  promised,  that  if  they  would 
watt  till  the  noble  lord  returned,  they 
should  have,  singulatim  ei  literatim,  every 
thing  which  had  passed  respecting  Saxony, 
Genoa,  and  Poland  ;  but  soon  after,  be 
had  begged  that  all  that  he  had  said 
might  go  for  nothing.  It  was  not  his  wish 
that  the  noble  lord  should  be  bound  by 
the  declaration  of  his  colleague,  or  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  should  resign 
his  seat  in  the  Cabinet,  because  his  pledge 


was  not  answered  ;  but  to  shew  that  the 
questions  which  be  (Mr.  W.)  and  his 
political  friends  had  put,  during  the  ab- 
sence of  the  noble  lord,  were  not  for  the 
purpose  of  attacking  a  defenceless  admi* 
nistration,*  but  in  the  hope  that  those 
papers  would  be  contradicted,  which,  if 
true,  proved  that  a  system  of  spoliation 
and  rapine  was  carried  on,  which  would 
leave  the  seeds  of  war  in  every  state; 
that  the  great  Powers  had  grossly  neg- 
lected their  doty,  and  put  themselves  on  a 
level  with  the  man  whom  they  bad  wisely 
and  magnanimously  combined  to  over- 
throw ;  or  if  the  papers  in  question  were 
admitted  to  raise  their  voices  in  that 
House,  and  unite  their  protests  agaipat 
the  concurrence  of  this  country  in  the 
measures  to  which  these  publications  re- 
ferred. 

The  nobl^  lord  had  said,  that  there  had 
been  propagated  gross  calumnies  against 
this  country  and  the  allied  Powers.  He 
would  now  have  an  opportunity  of  shew* 
iog  that  the  honour  of  the  allies  had  not 
been  implicated,  that  there  had  been  no 
breach  of  faith,  in  those  acts  which  now 
appeared  injurious  both  to  their  honour  and 
their  good  faith.  He  hoped  if  he  stumbled, 
in  the  course  of  his  statement,  on  any 
paper  having  po  foundation  in  truth,  the 
noble  lord  would  give  some  indication  of 
that  circumstance,  that  he  might  not  un- 
necessarily take  up  the  time  of  the  House. 
The  noble  lord  would  not  deny,  in  th^  first 
place,  the  declarations  of  the  allies  in 
their  advance  upon  France,  in  which  they 
professed  themselves  the  saviours  of  Eu- 
rope, and  the  defenders  of  independent 
states  ;  and  promised  that  a  general  paci- 
fication should  shew  that  they  had  not 
forgot  in  prosperity  the  lesson  which  they 
had  learned  in  adversity,  especially  the 
Declaration  at  Frankfort  in  December 
1813,  the  Manifesto  on  the  rupture  ofahe 
negociation  at  Chatillon,  and  the  procla- 
mations of  the  various  generals.  •  Never 
did  any  men  occupy  a  position  so  grand 
as  the  allied  Sovereigns  at  Montmartre 
before  Paris !  they  shewed  a  moderation 
in  victory  which  obtained  the  praise  of  all 
men ;  and  had  They  there  died,  they 
would  have  died  at  the  very  pinnacle  of 
human  glory.  What  had  their  subsequent 
conduct  proved,  but  that  they  had  for* 
gotten  all  the  lessons  which  should  have 
made  so  deep  an  impression  on  them,  and 
that  they  wished  to  tread  in  the  steps  ot 
the  conqueror  whom  they  had  destroyed, 
and,  unless  the  papers  which  he  should 
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allude  to  could  be  diflproyedj  that  they 
had  been  pursOing  the  same  paltry,  piU 
feriDg,  bartering  syBtein  which  had  led 
heretofore  to  the  destruction  of  so  many 
states.  The  Treaty  of  Paris,  however, 
was  concluded  after  the  bloodless  entry  of 
Paris,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
bloody  blot-— the  renewal  of  the  Slave 
Trade— 4hat  Treaty  had  met  with  universal 
approbation.  As  the  noble  lord  had  wished 
him  to  concentrate  his  questions  into  one 
motion,  he  should  first  ask,  whether  the 
'treaty  laid  on  the  uble  of  the  House 
contained  the  whole  of  the  articles  there 
agreed  upon,  or  whether  there  were  any 
secret  articles  in  that  Treaty  ?  If  there 
were  any  secret  articles  which  had  not 
been  laid  before  the  House  on  that  occa- 
aion,  he  should  say -that  the  noble  lord 
had  obtained  the  approbation  of  the  House 
surreptitiously  on  that  Treaty,  and  if  on 
that  occasion  one  enormity  was  decided 
on— the  fate  of  Genoa-^it  was  a  subject  of 
serious  charge  against  the  noble  lord,  that 
information  of  that  article  was  not  laid 
before  the  House ;  then  they  might  have 
delivered  their  judgment  on  it  (and  what 
that  judgment  would  have  been  there  could 
be  no  doubt),  so  that  that  enormity  might 
have  been  prevented.  The  hon.  member 
here  observed,  that  as  a  friend  to  mankind 
secret  articles  seemed  to  hihi  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  no  good  whatever.  They  knew 
t6e  secret  articles  to  the  Treaty  of  Tilsit, 
and  to  what  fraud,  bribery,  and  corrup- 
tion—worse, perhaps,  than  the  loss  of 
human  life^they  had  given  rise;  and 
under  the  pretence  of  those  articles  the 
Copenhagen  ezpedilion  had  taken  place. 
When  treatieawere  made  public,  secret 
articles  being  reserved,'snch  conduct  was 
an  imposition  on  nations,  by  affirming 
falsely  that  such  and  such  were  the 
grounds  on  which  they  might  be  drawn 
into  war,  and  no  other ;  but  it  was  more 
important  that  the  House  of  Commons,  at 
whose  bar -the  affairs  of  the  world  were 
tried,  should  have  the  truth,  and  the  whole 
troth  before  them.  Before  the  noble  lord 
left  England,  some  Genoese  and  Poles— 
nen  of  high  birth  and  great  respectability 
-'had  feared  that  the  independence  of 
their  states  might  be  overlooked  among 
the  c<Aicerns  of  the  greater  Powers,  and 
the  noble  lord^  had  been  reminded  that 
Genoa  was  an  independent  state,  and  that 
the  partition  of  Poland  had  sown  the  seeds 
of  all  the  evils  Which  had  befallen  Europe. 
He  (Mr.  W.)  had  read  the  firoclaroation 
•f  lord  W.  Bentinck  in  that  House  in  the 


presence  of  that  noble  lord— who«  in  reply, 
nad  seemed  to  dwell  with  such  particu* 
larity  on  one  point  as  to  attract  notice^ 
though  he  was  too  manly  and  had  too  high 
a  sense  of  his  own  honour  and  that  of  his 
country,  to  attempt  to  equivocate.  The 
noble  ford's  colleagues  also  in  his  absence 
bad  given  full  assurances,  though  little  in* 
formation;  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  £>• 
chequer  had  assured  them,  that  to  the  par- 
tition of  Poland  and  the  transfer  of  Saxony, 
the  noble  lord  could  not  lend  his  name. 

The  next  question  he  should  ask  was^ 
whether  prince  Talle^'raod  had  not  ad* 
dressed  a  note  to  prince  Meiternich  on 
the  19th  of  December  last,  which  had  been 
published  in  many  of  the  journals  of  Eu- 
rope, complaining  of  the  conduct  of  ^all 
the  Powers  at  the  Congress  except  France? 
Here  the  hon.  gentleman  read  some  ex* 
tracts  from  the  note  alluded  to ;  which  note 
appeared  to  him  to  present  a  foil  justifica- 
tion of  what  had  been  said  in  the  noble 
lord's  absence,  by  himself  and  others,  as 
to  the  views  of  Congress,  and  he  now 
called  upon  the  noble  lord  to  vindicate- 
his  conduct,  with  that  of  the  allies,  against 
the  bitter  comment  which  that  note  con- 
tained— against  the  charge  of  a  departure 
from  those  principles  which  were  so  loudly 
professed  previous  to  the  abdication  of 
Buonapart^.  Was  this  note  of  prince  Tal- 
leyrand a  genuine  paper,  or  was  it  nofi 
For  if  it  were,  he  apprehended  that  the 
attacks  made  upon  that  Congress,  of  which 
the  noble  lord  was  a  party,  could  not  be 
deemed  unjustifiable.  The  noble  lord 
had  stated,  that  he  had  returned  from  the 
Congress  without  having  concluded  any 
Treaty,  but  that  all  the  great  points  were 
adjusted,  and  that  all  the  great  Powers 
were  agreed.  He  would,  however,  ask 
the  noble  lord,  whether  the  minister  of 
France  had  signed  any  of  the  protocols  of 
Congress,  or  whether  that  minister  had 
not  protested  against  the  proceedings  of 
Congress  towards  other  Powers,  as  well  as 
towards  France  itself;  and  surely  France 
was  to  be  considered  as  one  of  the  ^  great 
powers"  assembled  at  Vienna } 

So  much  as  to  the  general  principles 
which  actuated  the  conduct  of  Congress, 
and  that  of  the  noble  lord ;  and  here  he 
would  take  occasion  to  assure  the  noble 
lord,  that  if  he  omitted  to  state  any  thing 
in  his  presence,  which  he  had  been  urged 
by  a  sense  of  duty  to  bring  forward  in 
the  noble  lord's  absence,  such  omissioli 
must  be  merely  the  result  of  forgetfolnesa^ 
for  be  had  no  disposition  to  advance  a 
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cbarge  against  aay  man  lo  hia  abMoce, 
vhic%  be  was  not  ready  to  repeat  aod 
justify  in  his  pretence.  The  atepa  which 
the  noble-lord  had  been  pursuing  at  Vienna* 
ware  not  aach  as  in  his  judgment  becamle 
the  character  of  the  country  be  repre« 
aealcd,  and  therefore  he  animadverted 
upon  the  informatioa  which  he  had  re- 
cat? ed  upon  the  subject.  With  whom, 
loo,  was  the  noble  lond  pursuing  this  in- 
consistent course*  in  forcing  people  to 
abandon  their  ancient  gofernments*  and 
to  Mibrait  to  foreign  powers^  after  those 
people  had  struggled  with  ub  to  shake  off 
the  tyranny  of  Buonaparte*  upon  the  pro- 
mise of  liberty  and  improved  condition } 
Why*  in  concert  with  Sovereigns  who  had 
not  long  before  been  leagued  with  that 
gigantic  power  to  extend  and  consolidate 
bis  dominion — in  concert  with  one  Sove- 
reign in  particular*  who*  so  late  as  the 
J2ih  of  March,  IS\2,  concluded  a  treaty 
with  Boonaparti  which  treaty  was  signed 
by  that  very  prince  (Schwarttenberg) 
who  afterwards  Jed  a  triumphant  army 
into  Paris  ?  But  yet  in  that  treaty  Aoatria 
agreed  to  every  thing  required  by  Buona- 
parte that  could  be  deeaned  hostile  to  this 
country*  pledging  itself  also  to  assist  in 
that  invasion  of  Ruasia  which  led  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  giant*  upon  the  condition 
that  Austria  was  to  have  certain  iodem- 
ttities*  which*  strange  aa  it  might  oppear* 
were  the  y^ery  same  aa  those  the  noble 
lord*  with  the  other  nseoibers  of  the  Con- 
gress* were  now  conceding  to  that  power. 
During  the  prevalence  of  that  onthusiasm 
which  pervaded  Europe  upon  the  defeat 
of  Buonaparte— wbich  was  particularly 
aanifeated  in  this  country  in  the  prasence 
of  Alexander  and  Frederick*  when  the 
ears  of  these  sovereigns  must  have  been 
atunned  with  the  repetition  of  their  praises 
*-wheo  every  Eoglishmaa  would  fain 
forget  that  the  objecu  of  his  praiae  had 
ever  coalesced  with  the  emperor  of  France 
against  \  this  oeontryu-when  the  nsoat 
splendid  civic  feast  was  prepared  to  testify 
tae  national  opinion  of  the  great  merit  of 
those  sovereigns-Hvho  could  have  dreamed 
tbat  such  a  reverse  should  have  taken 
place««-lhat  the  world  ahould  have  so  aeon 
to  witoeas  such  an  extraordinary  derelic- 
tion of  all  those  great  principles  which 
gave  rise  to  such  panegyric  J  But  tke 
profession  of  these  principles  toraed  o«t 
to  1»«  a  mere  fallacy ;  and  if  any  thing 
coold  serve  again  to  set  op  the  giant,  it 
would  be  th^  adoption  by  Congress  of  the 
same  practices  which  originally  created 


his  greatness.  That  Congress  had  adapted 
such  practices  he  feit  himself  justified  in 
asserting ;  and  therefore  he  had  to  arraign 
the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord  and  the 
Allies  for  having  disregarded  the  lessott 
which  the  fate  of  Buonaparte  presented^P- 
"  Digeite  juftttiam  mojakd,  etaon  temoere  divub" 
But  example  seemed  to  have  no  influence 
whatever  upon  this  unholy  Congress*  while 
promises  and  professions  were  totally* 
abandoned.  The  hope  of  the  re-establish- 
ment of  Poland  as  an  independent  kingdom 
—of  the  restoration  of  Finland  to  Sweden 
—and  of  Norway  to  Denmark*  which  hope 
many  were  encouraged  to  indulge*  frost 
the  benevolence  and  liberality  at  one 
time  professed*  had  proved  quite  delusive. 
Upon  the  liberality  of  the  emperor  Alex* 
ander  most  men,  indeed*  were  induced  to 
calculate*  as  that  sovereign  was  repre- 
sented as  peculiarly  anxious  ior  the  re- 
establishment'  of  Poland.  In  the  gratifi* 
cation  of  this  anxiety  it  was  said  i&l  this 
sovereign  experienced  some  embarrass- 
ment from  other  members  of  the  Congress* 
including  the  noUe  lord.  But  the  order 
of  the  day*  issoed  by  the  Grand  Duke 
Constantioe  at  Warsaw*  betrayed  .  the 
existence  of  that  embarrassment*  while  it 
marked  the  emperor's  resolution  to  with- 
stand every  opposition  to  his  will.  For 
in  that  order  the  duke  distinctly  adverted 
to  the  probability  that  the  Polish  troops 
wonld  have  to  fight  for  the  independence 
of  their  country ;  and  it  was  also  stated  as 
a  further  proof  of  the  emperor  Alexander's 
intention  to  cut  the  gordian  knot*  if  he 
could  not  contrive  to  untie  it*  that  that 
sovereign  had  told  one  of  the  principal 
ministers  at  Congress  (perhaps  the  noble 
lord)  that  he  had  500*000  men  ready  to 
maintain  his  views  in  Poland.  What  had 
been,  or  what  was  likely  to  be  the  resist 
of  this  monarch's  determination*  that 
House  aod  the  world  was  yet  to  learn. 

The  hon.  member  next  adverted  lo  the 
proclamation  of  Prince  Bepnin  at  Droaden. 
Having  described  the  procbmatioo  alluded 
to*  in  which  the  occopalion  of  Saxony  was 
transferred  to  a  Prussian  army,  he  observod 
that  the  noble  lord  was  stated  to  have  pot 
his  name  to  a  paper  sanctioning  the  objject 
of  that  proclamation.  The  answer  of 
ministers  to  the  questions  put  to  them 
upon  this  point*  was  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House*  It  was  assorted  that  the  occo« 
pation  of  Saxony  by  the  Prussians  mmt 
have  been  only  provisional— that  tbe 
actual  transfer  of  that  territory  to  Prussia 
was  a  thing  quite  impossible*  aod  the  more 
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•d,  at  Cpngresf  was  not  opened  at  the 
time  the  preclaoiatioD  of  Prince  Repnin 
was  iMued.    Bui  ii  noir  remained  for  the 
noble  lord  to  explain  upon  that  point.    It 
wai  for  him  to  say»  whether  be  bad  not 
acqmeiced  in  the  transfer  of  Saxony  to 
Prasaiat  and  alto  whether  in  a  few  days 
after  he  had  subscribed  to  that  transfer 
the  noble  lord  did  notj  in  consequence  of 
inatractions  from   home,  present  a  note 
protesting  on  the  part  of  England,  against 
that  transfer':   namely,  whether  the  noble 
lord  did  not  tirst  consent  and  afterwards 
retract  npon  this  transaction,  in  which  he 
conceived  the  allies  to  have  roost  grossly 
riolated  their  own  declaration  of  the  prin- 
ciples which  they  professed  to  have  in 
Tiew  ?     But  if  those  allies  had  made  no 
declaration  whatcFer,  be  would  maintain 
that  they  had  no  moral  right  to  act  as 
they  had  proposed  with  regard  to  Saxony ; 
that  the  purpose  which  they  had  betrayed 
in  t^is  procsieding  was  truly  scandalous. 
It  was  indeed  extremely  shocking  to  see 
this  Congrem  measuring  the    claims  of 
potentates  by  the  number  of  human  souls 
which   each    commanded,    without  any 
reference  to    justice  or   right.     Bat  if 
monarcbs  would  not  attend  to  the  march 
of  the  human  mind,  as  the  emperor  Alex- 
ander said  at  Paris-«-if  these  monarcbs 
would  not  keep  pace  with  the  improved 
judgment  of  their  snti^ects-^a  day  of  severe 
retribution  was  but  too  likely  to  come. 
Upon  what  ground  he  would  ask  could 
those  monarcbs  attempt   to   justify  the 
harsh  conduct  which  Uiey  adopted  towards 
Saxony  ?    Was  Saxony,  of  which  they 
themselves  had  been  so  long  the  comrades, 
alone  to  suffer  for  co-operating  with  Buo- 
naparte ?  Was  the  sovereign  to  be  dragged 
from  his  subjects,  and  the  subjects  dragged 
from  their  sovereigi^  in  consequence  of 
that  co-operatioa  which  neither  he  nor 
they  had  the  power  to  avoid  ?  After  com- 
plimenting the  manly  protest  of  the  king 
of  Saxony  against  the  transfer  of  his  domi* 
Dions,  the  hon,  member  forcibly  animad- 
Terted  upon  the  tyrannical  meaaures  taken 
to  prevent  the  Saxon  people  from  express- 
ing that  attachment  to  Iheir  sovereign, 
and  consequent  abhorrence  of  subjugation 
to  l^russia,  which  they  notorioasly  felt. 
As  an  instance  of  these  measores,  he  re- 
ferred to  the  case  of  two  general  officers 
of  the  Ssxon  army  who  bad  eminently 
distinguished  themselves  against  the  com- 
mon enemy ; .  yet  who,  when  th«y  ven« 
tored  to  s^nd  a  remonstrance  to  Vienna 
against  the  deposition  of  their  sovereign, 
(VOL.  XXX.)  i 


were  met  with  isn  arbitrary  order,**"  Let 
these  two  oQcers  be  committed  to  a  dun- 
geon."     He  earnestly  hoped  this  state* 
meot  was  untrue ;  for  such  a  punishment 
for  the  expression  of  loyal  feelings,  espet 
cially  upon  general  Le  Cocq  and  bis  col- 
league, who  were  entitled  to  the   most 
liberal  reward  for  gallant  services,  every 
honest  man  must  contemplate  with  horror. 
The  hon.  member  took  notice  of  the 
change  which  had  tsken  place  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  noble  lord  within  a  few  days 
in  tbat  Hous^.     When  he  (Mr.  W.),  and 
those  who  acted  with  him,  took  occasion, 
with  all  the  humility  of  unofficial  men,  to 
pot  some  questions  as  to  the  Treaty  of 
Chauraont,   they  were  told  that  if  they 
moved  for  a  copy  of  that  Treaty  it  would 
not  be  granted  ;  but  yet  in  a  short  time 
afterwards,  not  only  that  Treaty,  but  seve- 
ral other  treaties,  for  which  they  never 
asked,  were  presented  by  the  noble  lord* 
Among  others,  indeed,  the  treaty  with 
Ferdinand  (be  seventh  was  laid  before  th^ 
House,  which,  when  asked  for  some  time 
ago,  was  refused  by  the  Chancellor  of  the 
l^cheqoer,  with  that  smile  which  alwaya 
so  gracefully  became  that  right  hon.  gen* 
tleman.    As  to  the  Treaty  of  Cbaumont» 
that  was  concluded  in  the  contemplation 
of  peace  with  Budoaparte,  at  a  time  when 
the  Allies  were  sick  and  saints,  but  now 
being  welU  no  longer  saints  were  they* 
With  respect  to  Italy,  the  hon.   mem- 
ber observed,    that   by    the    Treaty    of 
Paris,  Austria    was  to  be    restored    her 
ancient  possessions  in  that  country,  while 
the  other  paru  were  to  return  to  the  go* 
vernments  they  possessed  previoos  to  the 
dominion  of  Buonsparti.    But  what  was 
the  fact?  why,  that  Venice  was  taken  poa* 
•session  of  on  Che  part  of  Austria  perma« 
nently— and  surely  this  was  not  m  con* 
formity  with  that  treaty.    For  Venice  was 
not  an  ancient  possession  of  Aosuia.    It 
had  only  come  nnder  its^lominion  by  the 
transfer  of  Buonaparte  at  that  treaty  of 
I,aneville,  which  Mr«  Fox,  in  bts  admirable 
speech  upon  the  subject  in  1800,  had  so 
justi}*  characteriaed.    In  that  speech,  to 
which  might  well  be  applied  the  compli* 
ment  of  the  poet  to  the  celebrated  orator 
of  antiquity,  «' divine  phHippicafamm.'* 
Mr.  Fox  deprecated  the  idea  of  allowing 
the  spoliation  of  France  to  constitute  tha 
right  of  Austria.     How,  then,  could  th« 
latter  be  now  entitled  to  claim  Venic^-  as 
an  ancient  poasemion  under  the  Treaty  of 
Paris  }  But  the  cooductof  Austria  through* 
Out  Italy  was  marked  by  a  degree  of 
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usurpation  and  cruelty,  ^hich  flong  the 
iysteip  of  BaoDapart6  into  the  shades  The 
tribunal  it  had  established  at  Milan  was  of 
the  most  horrible  character,  although  that 
territory  was  only  surrendered  provision- 
ally to  the  Austrians  according  to  Treaty 
between  general  Bellegarde  and  the 
Viceroy  of  Italy,  whose  motto  and  whose 
practice  was  "  fidelity  and  honour/'  The 
character  of  this  Viceroy  was,  indeed, 
universally  respectable  ;  yet  the  articles 
concluded  wHh  him  were  most  grossly 
▼iolated.  Then,  as  to  another  part  of 
Italy,  it  was  known  tbat  Murat  had  the 
throne  of  Naples  guaranteed  to  him  by  a 
treaty  with  Austria,  to  which  the  noble 
lord  had  signified  his  assent,  and  the  em- 

Seror  Alexander  had  also  sent  a  letter  to 
lurat,  expressing  his  acquiescence  in  that 
Treaty.  Yet  it  was  understood,  that  it 
bad  been  directfy  intimated  to  Murat  that 
he  must  descend  from  his  throne.  Was 
this  intimation  wise,  or  was  the  attempt  to 
depose  such  a  captain  with  a  large  army 
practicable  ?  The  effect  of  the  intimation 
night,  under  existing  circumstances,  be 
peculiarly  perilous.  But  upon  this  point 
,  the  next  accounts  from  Italy  would  pro- 
bably enable  the  House  to  judge.  Then 
as  to  Genoa,  if  the  proclamations  which 
he  had  before  recited  in  that  House  were 
genuin^  the  Genoese  were  deceived,  and 
the  conduct  of  Congress' was  most  dis- 
graceful. But  the  Governme.nt  of  this 
country  was  particularly  implicated  in  this 
transaction ;  and  the  noble  lord  must  find 
it  extremely  difficult  to  vindicate  his  con- 
duct, unless  he  meant  to  disclaim  the 
authority  of  lord  William  Bentinck.  He 
apprehended  the  noble  lord  would  not 
dispute  the  publication  of  lord  William's 
proclamation  at  Genoa,  which,  if  he  was 
rightly  informed,  was  known  to  that  npble 
lord  five  days  after  the  date  of  its  issue, 
and  no  notice  whatever  was  taken  of  the 
way  in  which  he  had  proclaimed  himself 
to  the  Genoese.  As  to  the  scope  and  intent 
of  the  proclamation  itself,  there  could  be 
Do.  doubt;  it  professed  for  its  object  to 
restore  the  ancient  government  of  the 
Genoese,  under  which  that  republic  had 
flourished,  and  fomid  happiness  for  a  series 
of  years*  But  their  hopes  were  delusive ; 
their  confidence  in  the  faith  of  this  coun- 
try was  betrayed.  A  very  few  days  before 
that  1st  of  January  to  jwhich  they  looked 
forward  as  the  period  when  they  were 
again  to  enjoy  an  independent  existence, 
a  mandate  from  the  Congress  reached 
general  Dalrymplei  signifying  to  faim^  that 


Genoa  was  (o  be  delivered  into  the  bands 
of  the  king-  of  Sardinia.    If  those  facts 
were  troe^-and  their  truth  or  falsehood 
Was  alone  the  object  of  his  present  inquiry 
—where  would  be  justification  of  the  noble 
lord?     No  disclaiming  of  !ord  William 
Bentiiick  would  do.    The  name,  and  ho- 
nour, and  good  faith  of  the  country  were 
too  deeply  implicated  to  be  at  once  re- 
lieved by  such  a  proceeding,  should  it  be 
adopted.     An  hon.  and  learned  friend  of 
his  (sir  James  Mackintosh)  iq  an  eloquent 
speech  on  a  fornrer  occasion,  which  he 
(Mr.  W.)  regretted  the  noble  lord  had  not 
heard,  had  reminded  the  House  of  some 
important  particulars  connected  with  the 
annexation  of  Genoa  to  France.'   When 
Buonaparte  so  annexed  Genoa,  he  did  it 
with  some  sort  of  grace,  compared  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  noble  lord  and 
the  ministers  at  Congress  had  acted.    The 
Ligurian    Republic    was    represented  as 
wishing  to  place   them*selves  under  the 
imperial  protection  of  Napoleon ;  the  Doge 
and  Senators  of  Genoa  went  to  Paris  to 
solicit  that  protection  ;  and  so  scrupulous 
was  Buonaparte  to  maintain  at  least  the 
semblance  of  actirig  in  conformity  to  the 
wishes  ))f  the  Genoese,  that  he  sent  the 
Doge  back  again  to  Oenoa  to  ascertain 
the  exact  sentiments  of  the  whole  body  of 
the  people.     But  how  did  the  allied  Sove- 
reigns and  their  ministers  conduct  them- 
selves?    General  Dalrymple,  in  his  pro- 
clamation, told   the  Genoese  that  there 
was  no  fault  to  be  found  with  them,  that 
they  had  conducted  themselves  in  the  most 
exemplary  manner,  that  they  in  fact  de- 
served to  enjoy  their  liberty  and  indepen«- 
dence ;  but,  notwithstanding,  they  were  to 
be  delivered  over  to  the  king  of  Sardinia* 
He  would  now  read  a  dispatch  dated  -De- 
cember 20tb,  1814*,  from  the  •  noble  lord, 
and  which,  if  he  (lord  Castlereagh)  would 
say  was  a  forgery,  be  ahould  immediately 
throw  it  aside.     He  remembered  a  letter 
which  was  once  read  in  that  House,  of 
which  the  noble  lord  said  it  contained  one 
sentence  the  most  canting  of  any  he  had 
ever  heard ;   but  if  ever  there  was  a  letter 
that  deserved  the  name  of  a  canting  letter^ 
it  surely  was  th^  one  he  was  about  to  read 
to  the  House.    He  did   not   know,' in- 
deed, whether  it  was  written  in  French 
or   English ;    if  in    French,    perhaps    it 
might  contain  some  toumures  de  langagc, 
which  were  wholly  lost  in  the  translation, 
for  among  the  other  wonderful  things  of 
the  present  times,  he  bad  been  informed 
that  the  noble  lord  bad^delirered  a  speecU 
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in  Fcencbf  of  three  hours  long«  at  the  Con* 
grefs.     It  began  by  stating  that  *'  the 
warm  interest  which  bis  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent  ha«l  taken  and  continued 
to  take  in  the  future  prosperity  of  Genoa, 
had  imposed  upon  him  (lord  Castlereagb) 
the  pleasing  duty  of  watching  over  her 
afiairsj  from  the  '6rst  moment  when  the 
British  arms  delivered  her  from  the  op- 
pression of  the  enemy/'     Would  not  any 
one,  continued  Mr*  Wbitbread,  suppose 
that  the  next  sentence  contained  a  declara* 
tion  that  Genoa  was  to  be  restored  to  her 
ancient  independence^'  and  to  the  posses- 
sion of  that  constitution  so  dear  to  her  ? 
But  no  such  pleasing  annunciation  was  re- 
served for  that  unhappy  state :   the  letter 
proceeded  thus-—''  He  (lord  C.)  regretted 
jnuchf  as  well  as  all  the  ministers  of  the 
Allied  SoTereigns«  that^he  was  not  able  to 
preserve  to  the  Genoese  their  free  constitu* 
tion,  because  there  was  every  reason  to 
believe  that  such  was  their  wish/'    What 
a  violation  of  every  feeling  which  is  sacred 
«r  honourable  in  man !  In  the  same  breath 
the  Genoese  were  told  that  they  wished 
for  freedom  and  independence,  and  that 
they  bad  lost  them !  They  were  reminded 
^  their  strong  desire  for  liberty,  and  yet 
they  were  informed,  that  in  defiance  of  the 
faith  of  Great  Britain,  solemnly  pledged 
to  them,  their  liberty  was  bartered  away 
by  that  act  of  enormity  which  transferred 
them  to  the  Crown  of  Sardinia.    It  was 
known  that  they  did  not  like  the  king  of 
Sardinia ;   that,  in  fact,  they  detested  his 
power  ;  and  yet  they  were  delivered  over 
to  it.    The  continuation  of  the  letter  pro- 
ceeded in  the  following  terms,  after  staling 
as  ^^ve*  that  the  liberty  and  constitution 
of  Genoa  could  not  be  preserved  *'  without 
the  risk  of  weakening  that  system  which 
had  been  adopted  for  Italy ;   but  he  was 
quite  certain  that  the  general  interests  of 
the  Genoese  were  more  effectually  con- 
sulted by  the  proposed  plan,  and  he  did 
not  doubt  that,  under  those  circumstanceS| 
all  classes  of  people  would  receive  it  as  a 
kindnes),  and  submit  with  pteasure  to  a 
regulation  that  secured  their  own  interests, 
aa  well  as  those  of  all  Europe."     Now,  if 
that  letter  was  an  authentic  one,  he  would 
venture /o  affirm,  that  a  more  canting  pro- 
duction, or  ona  more  insulting  to  the  feel- 
ings of  a  brave  people,  had  never  been 
penned  by  any  minister  of  any  country. 
Under  what  circumstances  did  the  king  of 
Sardinia  take  possession  of  Genoa?     Ih 
consequence  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  he  was 
put  ia  poiBMstQn  of.  his  owa  dominions. 


But,  as  it  *was  found-  necessary,  in  the 
general  arrangement,  to*  take  away  a 
certain  portion  of  his  territory,  so  it  was 
deemed  adviseabje  to  indemnify  him  else- 
where.' In  what  part  of  Italy  did  he  land, 
after  his  restoration  ?  At  Genoa,  where 
the  people  received  him  with  acclama- 
tions. They  were  happy  to  see  an  end  of 
that  tyranny,  by  which  they  had  been  so 
long  oppressed.  They  were  rejoiced  that 
he  was  restored  to  his  throne.  With  the 
feelings  of  a  free  people,  they  hailed,  with 
delight,  the  destruction  of  that  oppressive 
government  by  which  he  and  they  had 
been  bowed  to  the  earth.  .They  little 
thought,  at  the  time,  that  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia was  intended  for  their  monarch.  It 
was,  however,  so  settled.  The  members 
of  the  Congress  at  Vienna  said,  «  We  have 
been  obliged  to  take  a  part  of  your  pro* 
perty  in  the  North,  and  you  shall  have 
something  in  the  South  in  lieu  of  it/'  In 
this  one  transaction  was  brought  together- 
all  the  perfidy,  baseness,  and  xapacioua 
violence,  that  could  disgrace  a  country. 

On  the  question  of  the  Slave  Trade, 
(continued  Mr.  Wbitbread),  I  wish  to  ask 
the  noble  lord  what  has  beeadone  towards 
carrying  into  efiect  the  strongly  expressed 
wishes  of  this  House  ?  I.  wish  to  know, 
whether  he  has  made  any  progress  in  pro* 
curing  the  abolition  of  that  aboaiinable 
traffick  ?  I  wi»h  to  know  whether  he  has 
received  any  substantial  assurance,  from 
those  powers  immediately  connected  with 
the  infernal  trade  in  slaves,  of  their  inten* 
tion  to  abolish  it  ?  I  ask  him,  whether  he 
can  protect  himself,  not  from  the  charge 
of  an  absolute  dereliction  of  duty,  but  from 
the  accusation  of  having  shewn  a  lake- 
warmness  on  the  subject,  when  at  Paris-** 
at  a  time  when  it  was  confidently  stated, 
that  the  measure  of  complete  abolitioa' 
might  have  been  carried  }  Many  rumours 
have  gone  forth  on^this  point.  It  has  been, 
said,  that  the  exertions  of  Russia  were 
promised  to  the  noble  lord,  in  support  of 
the  annihilation  of  this  trade,  to  an  extent 
beyond  what  he  would  receive;  and  it 
has  been  asserted,  that  it  was  owing  to  him, 
and  to  no  other  cause,  that  the  Slave  Trade 
was  not  abandoned  by.  France— [Lord* 
Castleresgh  here,  by  motion,  intimated 
that  the  charge  was  not  tcue.]— I  am  glad 
the  noble  lord  receives  the  charge  as  he 
has  done.  I  sm  glad  that  he  will  shortly* 
have  an  opportunity  of  denyiirg  it  in  dis- 
tinct terms.  I  observe,  that  the  noble- 
lord  has  obtained  from  Spain  and  Portugal 
a  limitatiottj  by  which  those  powers  bmdt 
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themselves  not  tor  corry  on  the  trade  in 
8la?et  farther  then  10  degrees  Bortb  of  the 
eqoator.    There  is.  Sir,  an  article  of  a  very 
remarkable  nature,  on  the  sabject  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  in  the  Treaty  isjih  Ferdinand 
7;     and  I  ate    sure,    my    boo*   friend 
(Mr.  Wilberforce)  will  bear  with  regret 
what  hat  been  done.     If  Ferdinand    7 
does  not  display  more  sincerity  on  Ihia 
occasion  tb«n  be  has  done  on  Others,  all 
the  attempts,  made  to  do  away  the  traffick 
in  slaves  have  been  utterly  eseless.    Thife 
is  a  separate  article,  signed  by  sir  Henry 
Wellesley,    and   entered  into   with  that 
Government,   which  has  annibitated  the 
Cortes,  and  if  now  endeavooring  to  redace 
beneath  its  arbitrary  eway,  the  inhabitants 
of  those  countries,  which  once  formed  its 
foreign  possessions— 'but  which,  I  hope, 
will  never  again  be  attached  to  it.    The 
article   in  question  says—*'  Hie  Catholic 
Majesty,  concarring  in  the  fullest  manner 
in  the  sentiments  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
with    respect    to   the    injustice  and  <in» 
humanity  of  the  traffick  in  staves,  will  take 
into  Gonsideratwn,  with  the  deliberation 
which  the  state    of   his    possessions  in 
America  demands,  the  means  of  acting  in 
oonformity  with  those  sentiments."— [Mr. 
Whitbread  stopped  here — but  a  loud  cry 
of  ''  Read  on,  read  on  {"—-following,  be 
procee^d]— >"  His  Catholic  Majesty  pro- 
mises, moreover,  to  prohibit  bis  subjects 
from  engaging  in-  the  Slave  Trade,  for  the 
purpose  of  supplying  any  islands  or  pos- 
sessions excepting  those  apjpertaining  to 
Spain,  and  to  present  likewise,  by  e&c- 
taal  measures^and  regulations,  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Spanish  flag  being  given  to 
foreigners  who  may  engage  in  this  traffick, 
whether  subjects  of  his  Britannic  Majesty 
or  of  any  other  state  or  power."-»[Hear, 
hear  !    from    lord   Casilereagb*] — If  the 
noble  lord  has  gained  any  thing,  I  rejoice 
at  it;  but  1  deny  the  sincerity  with  which 
this  article  is  penned.    The  neat  article. 
Sir,  proves  that  what  was  stated  in  this 
House»  as  lo  the  entire  neutrality  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  contest  between  bpain  and 
her  colonies,  was  not  exactly  consistent 
with  the  fact.    The  article  sets  forth,  that 
*'  his  Britannic    Majesty,  being  anxious 
that,  the  troubles,  and  disturbances  which 
unfortunately  prevail  in  the  dominions  of 
his  Catholic  Majesty  in  America  should 
entirtfly  cease,  and  the  subjects  of  those 
provinces  should  return  to  their  obedience 
to  their  lawful  iovereign,  engages  to  take 
the  most  eflrctual  measures  for  preventing 
bis.subjecte  from  furoishtn j^  armiir  anuna- 


nitioo,  or  any  other  warlike  article  to  the 
revolted  in  America."  This  Government 
fe  bound 'not  to  aflbrd  any  assistance  t(S 
the  revolted  in  America ;  bwt  there  is  a# 
stipulation  'that  assistance  should  not  be 
given  to  the  Spaniih  Government  to  subdue 
the  colonies;  and,  contrary  I  am  sure  to 
the  feelings  of  the  people  of  this  country^ 
assistance  has  been  afforded  to  them* 
Now,  Sir,  what  have  these  revolted  svb* 
jects,  as  they  are  termed,  done?  They 
had,  in  every  instance,  expressed  thekr 
hostility  to  the  Slare  Tr^de ;  they  hpd 
utterly  cast  it  oiF,  along  with  many  othev 
blots  that  indelibly  renyarn  on  the  cha- 
racter of  the  Spanish  monarch.  I  hope 
they  may  effecUially  throw  off  the  yoke  of 
dependence— sinc^,  in  the  very  inlisncy  of 
their  freedom  they  have  done  that  which 
the  selfish  and  illiberal  policy  of  the 
mother  country  would  never  consent  to* 

It  does  appear  to  me.  Sir,  that  many  of 
the  a^ts  which  hove  disgraced  lamer  deye^ 
have  arisen  from  the  feeling,  that  stack 
waa  the  tyranny  of  that  man,  who  wae 
lately  an  exile  at  Elba— -so  mnch  was  hie 
ooaduct  detested— so  utterly  were  hie 
principles  reprobated— that  those  by 
whom  he  was  overthrown  might,  withoai 
exciting  particular  attention,  play  what 
pranks  they  pleased.  It  wae  thought  that 
their  actions  would  not  be  scrutinized,  in 
consequence  pf  the  iniquities  which  had 
preceded  them.  It  was  precisely  a  feehng 
of  this  kind  that  bad  produced  lor  Europe 
those  direful  events,  to  stop  the  progveao 
of  which  the  allied  Sovereigns  united  their 
strength.  Of  the  rise  and  fall  of  Buona* 
party's  power,  I  never  h^d  but  one  idea. 
He  was  aggrandised  by  bis  enemiea — he 
dethroned  himself.  And  should  ho  be 
again  seated  on  the  throne  of  France-^i 
matter  which  now  hangs  in  doobt»*he 
will  be  placed  there  in  consequence  ef 
those  proceedings  which  have  eccarred 
subsequent  to  his  overthrow. 

Now,  Sir,  I  should  bo  glad  to  know, 
whether  the  proclamation  signed  '  Napo- 
leon/  and  dated  from  Bourgogne,  ia  con- 
sidered  by  his  Majesty's  Government  as  a 
genuine  psper?  I  am  told  by  persoaa 
who  saw  it  at  Paris,  that  it  is  considered 
a  true  pnWication.  da  the  1 1th  pf  April 
a  treaty  with  Napoleon  waa'  signed  at 
Fontainbleau :  by  this  the  Imperial  title 
was  permitted  to,  be  assumed  br  him  and 
his  wife,  during  their  lives.  To  him  the 
sovereignty  of  the  Isle  of  Elbawes  secured ; 
and  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Qeastalta» 
were  aeuled  on  his  wife,  audi  wave  iq 
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detcend  to  her  son.  The  goytrniMnI  of 
Vmioe  aUo  ctipulalfid  to  pf  to  Napoleon, 
MiooaUy,  •  certain  torn  of  money.  The 
aeme  of  the  noble  lord  appeam  to  that 
treatj  ;  but  we  are  t)l  aware  of  the  little 
part  which  thia  Government  took  in  ita 
fcrmaiion.  The  aignatores  of  the  accre- 
dited  pertoni*  on  the  part  of  Anatria, 
Proiaia,  and  Resiia,  alao  appear  to  the 
treaty;  and  it  was  aigned  by  nanha! 
Key.  prince  of  Moskwa,  on  the  part  of 
Hapoleon— >ip  opposition  to  whom  he  is 
B9W  faid  to  baTe  taken  the  iSeld.  If  any 
case,  more  than  another,  ceHed  for  the 
atrict  observance  of  good  faith,  it  was  thia. 
In  the  first  plaee^  to  shew  their  good  con- 
doct  opposed  to  hia  perfidy ;  nest,  that 
be  might  hare  no  reason  for  atirring  at 
•ny  ftttere  period ;  and,  laatly,  becavse  all 
treaties,  srhatsoerer  their  contents,  should 
be  deemed  binding  oir  the  contracting 
parties.  Now,  Sir,  it  is  alle^d  by  Bno- 
napari6,  that  he  never  received  hil  pen- 
sion :  he  further  stateSi  thait  the  proposed 
provision  for  his  wife  and  son  had  not 
been  made  ^  and,  lastly,  he  avers,  that  it 
was  intended  to  take  him  forcibly  from 
the  island  of  Elba,  and  place  bim  in  aome 
other  qearter.  The  noble  lord  can  con* 
tradict  these  assertions,  if  they  are  not 
isonded.  Bot,  if  ihey  be  true,  what  a 
case  can  Beoneptrte  make  oat  agsinst 
those  who  have  thus  broken  faith  with 
bim  I  What  a  case  can  he  lay  k>efore  the 
mince  of  the  Moskwa,  now  acting  against 
bim,  and  who,  on  his  part,  negocmied  the 
treaty^  For  Louis  18,  individually,  I 
Keel  the  greatest  respect.  All  his  conduct 
since  he  has  been  placed  on  the  throne 
bea  evinced  much  moderation,  good  sense, 
discrimination,  and  a  gentlemanly  feeling 
blghly  creditable  to  him.  To  the  acts  of 
bis  government,  indeed,  objections  may 
be  mode  ;  but  whatever  has  been  done 
originated,  I  really  believe,  with 
ministers,  and  not  with  himself;  while 
Ibe  good  that  has  been  effected,  was  owing 
to  his  firmness  and  discrimination  ;  and, 
K  it  please  God  to  withdraw  bim  from  the 
throne,  I  am  convinced  that  that  event 
will  not  be  produced  by  any  thing  that 
be  has  done.— ^r,  Whitbread  then  ex- 
pressed his  hope,  ff  «  civil  war  were 
kindled  in  France,  that  this  country  would 
net  take  any  pait  m  it ;  but  that  every 
meana  would  be  taken  for  preserving 
Great  Britain  in  a  elate  of  amity  with 
Ibreiffa  Powers.  ShouM  the  throne  of 
the  Boorlions  remain  firm,  he  hoped  their 
fiiembf  inm  thia  second  escape,  wtmld 
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see  the  neeessfiy  of  acting  with  justice 
and  liberality;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
dethronement  of  Louis  took  *place,  he 
trusted,  if  it  were  possible  for  adirerstty^ 
to  make  any  impression  on  the  human 
breast,  that  the  reverses  of  Buonaparte 
would  teach  him  moderation;  and  that 
this  country  woold  be  blessed  with  such  a 
peace  as  she  had  a  right  to  expect  at  the 
termination  of  the  late  contest.  Not  n 
peace  marked  by  bartering  and  trpckling 
for  little  objects— not  a  peace  recogntshig^ 
the  infernal  traftck  in  slaves,  whether  white 
or  black— 'but  a  peace,  securing  tberighta 
and  liberties  of  the  people,  in  their  roost 
extensive  operation.  The  hon.  gentlenmi 
concluded  by  moving, 

'*  That  an  humble  AddreM  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Recent, 
that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  direct 
a  communication  to  be  made  to  thif 
House,  of  the  progre»s  made  at  the  Con- 
gress now  sitting  at  Vieima,  towards  the 
final  adjuRtment  and  permanent  pacifica- 
tion of  Europe,  of  such  transfer  and  an* 
nf»xations  of  territory  as  may  have  actually 
taken  place,  together  with  other  informa- 
tion touching  matters  still  under  considera- 
tion, a^  may  be  given  without  prejudice  tp 
the  public  service.'^ 

Lord  Casilcreagk  assured  the  House, 
thpt  he  regretted  extremely  the  illftcessity 
imposed  opon  him  of  addressing  them  at 
great  length  on  this  subject,  foeling,  aa  he 
did,  the  importance  as  tar  as  he  was  able, 
and  premature  as  the  hon.  gentfeman's 
with  for  information  was,  to  rescue  the 
honour  and  interests  of  this  country,  bound 
up,  as  they  were,  in  the  honour  and  inte- 
rests of  Eorope,  from  the  evil  of  that  mis- 
representation to  which  they  had  been ' 
subject.  He  was  persuaded  that  the  House 
would  agree  with  him,  that  not  only  tha 
interests  of  Eorope  were  intimately  coil- 
cemed  in  this  question ;  but  that  if  any 
vestige  of  character  remained  to  the  coun- 
cils of  this  country,  or  of  those  Sovereigns 
to  whom  the  safety  of  the  world  had  been 
entrusted  at  a  period  heretofore  perilous 
indeed,  and  stlA  more  so  if  that  pan  of  the 
alternative  of  the  drama,  with  the  descrip- 
tion of  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
closed  his  speech,  should  unfortunately 
be  realized— a  realisation  that  he  trusted, 
under  the  existing  circumstances,  would 
never  occttr«-kto  that  character  it  was  doe, 
that  as  full  an  explanation  should  be 
afforded  as  was  consistent  with  the  ob- 
servance of  a  so^d  discretion.  The 
qtication  whether  ibe  cooncib  of  tboae 
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Sovereigns  of'  Europe  on  wbom  pur  hopes 
cf  general  and  permanent  peace  depended, 
and  whether  the  councils  pf  this  country 
had  conducted  theniselTes  with  integrity 
and  wisdom  in  the  course  of  the 'late  dis- 
cussions, imposed  upon  him  the  necessity 
not  to  avoid,  from  a  sense  of  his  own  in- 
adequacy to  such  a  task,  to  refute  the  in- 

,  sinuations^vhicb  had  been  cast  upon  them. 
He  did  not  pretend  to'  compjain  of  the 
conduct  of  the  hon.  member  fh  bringing 

•forward  this  motion.  The  mind  of  that 
bon.  gentleman  was  too  manly,  and  too 
candid,  to  utter  any  attack  in  bis  absence 
which  he  ^oold  not  avow  to  his  face ; 
and  he  thought,  that  widely  different  as 
vrere  the  views  of  himself,  and  of  that  hon. 
gentleman,  yet  they  agreed  in  this,  that 
one  was  as  direct  in  his  repelling  an  attack 
as  the  other  was  in  making  it.  But  though 
lie  felt  a  sympathy  with  the  hon.  gentle* 
xnan  as  to  this  point  of  character,  he  must 
distinctly  protest  against  that  species  of 
attack  which  had  been  made  upon  him  in 
his  absence  :  he  must  for  the  sake  of  the 
piblic  service,  and  for  the  sake  of  the 
public  character,  protest  against  his  at- 
tempt to  deprive  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, of  the  advantage  of  which  no  go- 
yernment  in  this  country  ought  to  be  de- 
prived during  'a  negociation  abroad ;  he 
felt  it  his  bounden  duty  to  make  this  pro- 
test on  his  return  to  Parliament ;  he  pro- 
tested against  this  novel  system  in  our  his- 
tory of  making  complaints  of  the  conduct 
of  his  Majesty's  Government  under  such 
circumstances,  without  any  ground  on 
which  the  value  of  those  copiplaints  could 
he  estimated,  of  ascribing,  in  the  absence 
of  full  and  accurate  information,  and 
actuated  only  by  a  morbid  jealousy,  dis- 
graceful and  profligate  conduct  to  that 
Government,  and  of  attempting  to  put 
them  on  their  defence  by  garbled  state- 
ments and  misrepresentations.  He  pro- 
tested against  the  practice  on  the  part  of 
any  member  of  that  House,  upon  mere 
insinuations  by  the  agents  of  foreign 
powers  pending  a  negociation,  (which  in« 
sinuations  those  agents  wouW  not  venture 

I  to  avow  in  the  face  of  Europe,)  to  put  his 

^  Majesty's  Government  in  this  dilemma — 
either  to  defend  their  conduct  on  imperfect 
data,  or  to  deliver  themselves  from  the 
charge  adduced  against  them  by  disclo- 
sures injurious  to  the  public  service.  But, 
above  all,  he  contended,  that  no  govern- 
ment was  fit  to  meet  other  governments 
in  solemn  discussion^  that  was  so  humbly 
circumstanced  in  its  own  country  as  not 


to  enjoy  the  confidence  of  that  country*- 
until   the  whole  of  the  negociationa   in 
which  it  was  concerned  were  brought  to 
a  closfe  ;  but  which,  on  the  appearance  of 
every  single  and  unconnected  public  doca* 
ment,  was  called  upon  to  allow  or  to  dis- 
allow it,  and  whose  conduct  on  insulated 
charges  was  thus  reviewed   prematurely 
and  unjustly.    On  this  part  of  the  subject^ 
however,  he  begged  to  decline  covering 
his  conduct  wild  the  shield  ofTere/l  to  him 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  who. had  said  that 
he  could  only  be  considered  as  an  indi- 
vidual minister,  associated  with  the  other 
confidential  servants  of  the  Crown.     He 
should  be  ashamed  of  hin^^elf,  if  on  thid 
occasion  he  did  not  assume  a  pre-eminence 
of   responsibility — not    certainly   arising 
from  an}'  improper  or  proud  feeling;  and. 
he  felt  therefore  that  he  could  not,  without 
personal  degradation,  accept  the  under- 
standing held  out  by  the  hon.  gentleman, 
of  being  deemed  only  a  hvtkgXt  servant  of 
the  Crown  on  thisjubject.    If  there  was 
any  motive  which  sent  him  as  a  represen- 
tative of  the  Government  of  this  country 
to  the   assembled  representatives  of  the 
Governments  of    the   Continent,  it   was 
simply  because  with  his  knowledge  of  the. 
sentiments  of  his  Government,  and  of  the 
Prince   his    sovereign,  it  was  supposed 
that  he  might  be  able  to  act  in  the  arduoua 
situation  in  which  he  was  to  be  placed, 
and  under  the  various  changes  of  circum* 
stances;  which  might  occur,  without   the 
necessity  of  a  perpetual  reference  to  4n« 
structions  from  home.     He  felt,  that  had 
he  ever  suffered  the  machine  of  Europe^  to 
stand  still — had  he  ever,  with  a  viev^  to 
cover  his  own  responsibility,  by  obtaining 
the  sanction  of  his  Government,  permitted, 
any  delay  in  its  action,  or  refrained  from 
giving  that  impulse  to  it  which  Great  Bri- 
tain was  called  upon  to  give,  he  should 
have  basely  betrayed  the  trust  which  had 
been  reposed  in  him.   Without,  therefore, 
assuming   any   pre-eminence,  which  he 
knew  did  not  belong  to  him,  in  the  coun- 
cils of  his  Sovereign,  he  assumed,  injustice 
and  in  truth,  pre-eminent  responsibility, 
if  the  honour  of  the  Crown,  the  good  faith . 
of  the  country,  ant)  the  ffeneral  policy  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  confederated  Powers 
of  Europe  had  been  violated  and  disgraced, 
in  the  eyes  of  Europe.    Protesting,  there- 
fore, against  the  injustice  to  the  country 
of  the  attacks  made  b3''  the  hoiu  gentleman^ 
in  his  absence,  he  declared  nimself  per- 
fectly prepared  to  meet  those  attacks  when 
made  in  his  presence,  and  to  acknowledge. 
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that  he  was  eminently  calpable  if  he  had 
committed  those  crimes  with  which  the 
bon.  gentleman  had  charged  him. 

Before  he  entered  into  the  more  general 
and  ample  6e]d  of  European  policy,  he 
wished  to  discharge  a  debt  of  duty  which 
be  conceived  due  to  the  House  (and  he 
would  do  this  shortly,  as  future  opportu- 
nities would  occur  for  more  minute  detail), 
in  order  to  shew  them  bow  far  the  great 
object  of  Parliament,  as  declared  towards 
the  close  of  the  last  session,  had  been  ac- 
complished, and  how  far  their  injunctions 
-  on  that  occasion  had  been  attended  to. 
He  alluded  to  the  measures  which  h^d 
been   adopted  for  the  abolition   of  the 
Slave-trade.  On  this  subject  an  bon.  gen- 
tleman (Mr.  Wilberforce)  had  recently 
made  some  inquiries,  and  to  those  inquiries 
be  was  now,,  as  far  as  he  was  able,  about 
to  answer.     He  did  not  know  what  value 
migbt  attach,  in  that  bon.  gentleman's 
mind,  to  the  exertions  made  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  on  this  subject,  and 
be  could  readily  make  allowance  for  that 
laudable  impatience  of  moral  feeling  which 
manifested  itself  with  respect  to  it ;  but  he 
tmsted  that  that  impatience  ,,would  not 
lead  to  an  undervaluing  of  what  had  been 
obtained.     On  this  question   he  should 
hare  no  difficulty  in  submitting  to  Parlia- 
ment the  details,  extensive  as  they  were, 
^  of  what  had  passed  in  the  Congress.     He 
flattered  himself  that  when  those  details 
came  before  them,  it  would  appear  that 
no  rational  effort  which  it  was  possible  for 
this  country  to  make  had  been  unattempt- 
t6,  and  that  the  British  Government  had 
exhibited   as  much  zeal  as  the  warmest 
advocates  of  the  wished-for  measure  could 
desire.    Indeed,  he  could  not  help  expect- 
ing that  a  counter-objection    would   be 
made  to  the  proceedings  of  his  Majesty's 
Government,  and  that  they  would  be  ac- 
cused of  having  evinced  a  disposition  to 
make  sacrifices  too  great  for  the  object. 
-  He  confessed,  however,  that  he  entertained 
less  serious  apprehensions  with  respect  to 
this  than  to  the  opposite  charge;  for,  in 
bis  opinion.  It  was  eminently  important  to 
the 'character  of  this  country,  taking,  as  it 
did,  on  the  subject  of  the  SlavC'^trade,  a 
tone  extremely  painful  to  foreign  Powers, 
and  extremely  prejudicial  to  our  foreign 
relations  in  other  respects,  by  every  means 
in  our  power  to  demonstrate  that  we  were 
not  influenced  by  colonial  policy,  or  any 
base  and  interested  principle ;  but  tbstt  if 
we  called  on  foreign  Powers  to  make  grea  t 
tacrifiees  on  this  sabjectt  we  were  prepared 


to  mitigate  the  severity  of  those  sacri- 
6ces  by  making  as  important  sacrifices 
on  ou>  otvn  part  as  could  reasonably  be 
demanded.  When  the  nature  of  the  sa- 
crifices which  we  had  made  to  Prance,  to 
Spain,  and  to  Portugal,  should  be  consi- 
dered, he  trusted  that  it  would  not  be 
thought  that  the  British  Government  had 
gone  too  far  in  return  for  the  sacrifices 
which  those  Powers  had  made  with  respect 
to  the  Slave-trade.  But  if  the  House 
should  find  that,  notwithstanding  those 
mutual  sacrifices, .  there  existed  a  feeling 
in  other  nations  which  compelled  their 
Governments  to  abstain  from  farther  con- 
cessions, the  House  would,  from  that  cir- 
cumstance, collect  this  fact,  that  however 
we  were  actuated  by  a  wish  to  accelerate 
the  general  abolition  of  the  trade,  the 
obstacles  to  that  abolition  in  other  coun- 
tries must  be  great  indeed,  which  such 
sacrifioes  had  not  been  able  wholly  to 
overcome ;  and  they  would,  therefore,  in 
justice;  refrain  from  reviling  the  Govern- 
ments of  those  countries  from  arriving 
quickly  at  the  termination  of  a  traffick 
which  we,  with  our  nicer  moral  feeling 
upon  it,  had  not  accomplished  until  the 
lapse  of  many  years.  Due  allowances 
ought  to  be  made  on  this  subject ;  and 
those  Powers  which  shewed  themselves 
disposed  eventually  to  contribute  to  the 
common  object,  ought  not  to  be  disgusted 
or  alienated  by  a  refusal  of  justice  to  the 
motives  which  withheld  them  from  imme- 
diate action.  When  last  he  had  the  ho- 
nour of  addressing  the  House  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  had  informed  them,  that  the  ut- 
most he  had  been  able  to  obtain  from 
France  on  the  subject,  was  a  pledge  to 
abolish  the  trade  in  five  years— that  Por- 
tugal had  made  a  general  declaration  in 
favour  of  the  abolition,  without  stating  any 
particular  time ;  and  that  the  third  Power, 
actively  occupied  in  the  trade,  Spain,  had 
made  no  engagement,  general  or  parti- 
cular. He  had  now  the  satisfaction  to  say, 
that  although  he  was  unable  to  announce 
the  immediate  and  actual  abolition  of  the 
trade,  all  the  Powers  of  Europe  had  agreed 
that  it  should  not  be  extended  beyond  the 
period  at  which  by  possibility  it  could  be 
terminated.  '  They  had  concurred  in  a 
solemn  address  to  the  world,  on  the  ne« 
cessity  of  vweeping  a  trade,  so  intolerable 
in  a  moral  point  of  view,  from  the  face  of 
the  earth,  and  bad  pledged  themselves  to 
lake  no  further  time  for  that  purpose  than 
was  necessary  for  the  internal  regulation 
of  their  own  dominions.    Wben  the  docn* 
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meats  tbould  be  laid  oo  the  table^  this 
pledge,  «fid  the  qualificetioos  by  which  it 
was  accompanied,  woald,  he  was  persuad- 
ed, prove  very  satisfactory  to  the  Hoase. 
It  was  no  small  gratification  to  him  to  have 
brought  the  different  Powers  of  Europe^ 
xmH  only  to  an  agreement  to  the  principle 
of  the  abolition,  but  to  Hi  early  and  ab« 
loltite  accomplishment  of  it.  He  heartily 
wished  that  he  could  announce  that  this 
curse  of  humanity  had  ceased  to  exist,  but 
final  sentence  had  been  passed  upon  it. 
It  had  been  thought  a  favourable  circum- 
stance when  Denmark  had  declared  that 
ahe  woald  put  an  end  to  the  trade  in 
1^  years.  When  he  said  that  two  of  the 
greatest  Powers  engaged  in  the  trade  had 
agreed  to  aboiish  it  in  eight  years,  he 
mast  add,  that  he  did  not  despair  of  ulti- 
mately reducing  that  period.  As  to  France, 
though  he  had  not  hitherto  been  able  to 
persuade  the  French  Government  to  do 
ao,  he  did  not  despair  of  oUiaiately  in- 
ducing them  to  reduce  the  period  of  five 
yoars;  for  in  all  his  intercourse  with  the 
ministers  of  hie  Most  Christian  Majesty, 
he  found  them  animated  with  what  he 
believed  was  a  most  sincere  desire  to 
terminate  the  trade  at  a  period  as  early  as 
qottld  be  reconciled  lo  the  general  feelings 
of  the  countrv*  He  had  also  attempleid 
to  ohuin  ao  abolition  of  the  trade  north  of 
the  line.  The  discussion  on  this  subject, 
not  having  been  closed  at  the  Congress, 
had  been  adjourned  to  commissioners,  who 
were  lo  meet  at  London  and  Paris ;  and 
as  a  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  the  Congress, 
the  Powers  assembled  there  had  declared* 
that  while  they  were  prepared  to  make  I 
allowances  for  particular  countries,  they  ' 
should  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  of 
judging  as  to  the  periods  assigned  by  them 
^r  the  abolition  in  their  respective  in- 
stances, and  of  abttaining  from  receiving 
the  colonial  produce  of  such  countries  as 
might  seem  inclined  to  extend  the  trade 
beyond  a  reasonable  period,  eadeavoufing 
at  the  same 'time  to  obtain  it  from  coun- 
tries which  had  shewn  themselves  more 
frv4Nirable  to  the  cause  of  humanitjr--*-*He 
would  say  a  few  words  on  the  eflSorti  he 
bad  madle  to  obtain  certain  local  aboli- 
tions of  the  trade.  Spain  had  engaged  to 
abolish  the  trade  altogether  beyond  ten 
degrofi  north  of  the  Lioe,  and  to  abandon 
all  the  trade  not  carried  on  in  Spanish 
Tcssels ;  and  Portugal  (respecting  which 
country  the  hoo.  gentleman  had  been 
greatly  misinformed)  had  agreed  to  abolish 
the  Irade  altogether  north  of  the  line*    If 

§ 


France  and  Spain  could  be  prevailed  on 
to  adopt  the  equator  as  the  limit  of  the 
trade,  half  the  coast  of  Africa  would  ha 
•relieved  from  its  horrible  inQictions.  Ha 
trusted,  therefore^  that  as  much  had  been 
done  in  this  interesting  and  important 
subject  as,  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  times,  could  reasonably  be  expected. 
He  had  the  command  of  the  Prince  Regent 
to  submit  to  tlie  House  all  the  details  on 
this  subject^  and  tliey  would  then  form 
their  jodgment  oponr  it. 

He  had  now  to  call  the  aUention  of  the 
House  to  the  genejral  scope  of  the  ban, 
gentleman's  argument,  as  applicable  .'to 
the  proceedings  of  Congreis,  touching 
the  continental  arrangements.  And  here 
he  must  Intreat  the  House  not  to  do  suci| 
injustice  to  the  Government  of  this  coun«> 
try  and  to  the  other  confederated  Powers* 
as  to  conclude  that  should  his  observa« 
tions,  from  any  defect  in  himself,  or  from 
any  impossibility  of  recollecting  all  thai 
was  necessary  to  say  on  a  subject  so*ex« 
tensive,  be  deemed  an  insofiicient  reply  to 
tlie  hon.  gentleman,  that  the  conduct  of 
those  powers  was  therefore  insusceptible  of 
explanation  and  defence.  The  House  were 
aware  that  the  object  of  the  Congress  wae 
to  carry  into  effect  the  Treaty  of  Paris* 
The  fair  question,  thereibre,  was,  taking 
that  Treaty  as  the  foundation  of  their  pro* 
ceedings,  whether  tbe  allied  Governments 
had  fcirly  atnl  honourably  executed  the 
task  which  they  had  prescribed  to  them* 
selves.  He  was  prepared  to  meet  the 
hon.  gentleman  on  this  ground — he  was 
prepared  to  sustain  the  character  of  tho 
transactions  which  had  taken  place,  against 
the  ibul  calumnies  with  which  the  hon* 
gentleman,  doubtless,  in  misapprehension, 
bad  impugned  the  Government  of  this 
country,  and  the  other  Governments  of 
Europe,  in  a  manner  that  was  calculated 
to  be  highly  prejudicial  to  tbe  general 
interest.  In  considering  tbe  recent  trans* 
actions,  the  House  would  not  expect  to 
find  that  in  such  an  assembly  of  sove* 
reigns  and  ministersi  no  clashing  of  inte«* 
rests  had  occoived,  no  difierences  of  opi* 
nion  had  existed.  Such  an  entire  una^ 
nimity  wouM  have  been  contrary  to  the 
feelings  of  human  nature,  and  of  that  in- 
dependence which  the  destruction  of  the 
tyrant  mind  had  happily  permitted  in  tbe 
different  states  of  Europe.  The  ques* 
tioo  which,  the  Houae  would  have  tode« 
eide  waSp  whether  a  system  ha4  been 
created  under  which  all  countries  might 
lire  iu  thai  peace  which  it  was  the  great 
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object  of  the  confederacy  to  ettablith. 
A  differcBce  of  sentiment  on  some  points 
of  the  arrangements  conld  be  no  impeach- 
ment of  the  wisdom  of  the  whole.  Per- 
fection belonged  to  no  work  of  haman 
beineSf  even  when  many  years  were  de- 
?oiea»  to  it ;  much  less  when  its  comple- 
tion was  accelerated  by  the  necessity  of 
circumstances.  On  this  general  princi- 
ple he  applauded  and  was  prepared  to 
maintain  the  proceedings  of  the  Congress 
at  Vieooa.  On  this  general  principle  he 
protested  against  the  observations  made 
by  the  hon.  gentleoMn  on  the  condoct.of 
the  allied  sovereigns.  If  they  bad  issued 
a  declaration  that  all  the  governments  ef 
Europe,  which  had  been  swept  away 
during  the  late  convaUions,  shoold  be 
revivedt  without  considering  the  tendency 
•f  that  revival  to  recreate  the  dangers 
from  which  Europe  bad  so  happily 
escaped,  and  without  providing  any  safe- 
guards against  their  recurrence;  if  that 
was  the  way  in  which  their  declaration 
was  to  be  understood,  he  should  be 
ashamed  that  Great  Britain  belonged  to 
a  confederacy  founded  on  a  system  of 
such  imbecility.  But  parliament  had  to 
inquire  (and  the  hon.  gentleman  was  too 
much  of  a  statenmani  and  his  mind  was 
too  manly,  to  df  ny  it}»  first,  whether  or 
not  the  principle  on  whieh  Congress  had 
proceeded  was  onsound,  and  if  not  so, 
then  whether  by  departing  from  that 
principle  in  execution  they  had  betrayed 
the  trust  which  the  confidence  of  Europe 
had  reposed  in  them.  On  these  grounds 
he  was  ready  to  refute  the  hon.  gentle- 
man. The  excellence  of  the  principles 
on  which  they  had  set  out — the  principles 
comprehended  in  tho  Treaty  of  Paris,  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  already  acknow- 
ledged, and  it  would  be  found  that  from 
tfaone  principles  no.  departure  had  been 
made,  b  was  perfectly  understood,  during 
the  whole  of  the  negociations  for  the  ge- 
neral peace,  that  the  great  object  of  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe  was  the  re-establish- 
ment  and  the  re-organixation  of  those  two 
great  monarchies,  which,  to  all  practical 
parposes,  had  been  destroyed  during^the 
war— Austria  and  Prussia.  To  do  this  it 
became  necessary  to  establish  a  security 
for  the  flanks  of  those  monarchies:  a 
power  between  the  north  of  Germany 
and  France,  and  a  power  acting  as  a 
barrier  between  Italy  and  France,  to  pre- 
irent  them  from  coming  into  contact. 
It  was  necessary  also  to  maintain  the 
independence  of  Switxerlandj  and  to  re- 


store  the  coastitation  of  the  German 
states.  The  question  was,  whether  the 
arrangements  which  bad  t>een  made  were 
calculated  to  effect  these  great  objects*—  > 
whether  the  assembled  powers  had  en- 
deavoured nndoly  to  aggrandize  them- 
selves, or  faithfully  to  execute  their  trust. 
The  hon.  gentleman  had  alliided  to  the 
letter  of  the  minister  of  France,  protesting, 
aeainst  throwing  the  whole  population 
of  Europe  into  a  general  fund,  and  then 
drawing  it  out  again  in  difierent  portions, 
for  the  advantage  of  particular  sovereigns. 
If  that  letter  were  written  against  the  an- 
nexation of  Saxony  to  Prussia,  and  if 
that  annexation  were  not  called  for  by  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  justified 
by  every  consideration  of  the  law  of 
nations  and  of  a  wiee  policy,  the  argu- 
ment would  be  cogent.  But  while  he 
admitted  the  truth  of  the  general  princi- 
ple, which  it  involved,  he  denied  its  ap- 
plication in  the  present  case.  The  object 
was  to  give  Prussia  additional  force,  and 
increased  population  was  that  force. 

But  he  would  first  endeavour  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  allegations 
made  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  of  the  breach 
of  faith  on  the  part  of  this  country  with 
respect  to  Genoa.  If  such  a  breach  of 
faith  should  be  proved,  he  hoped  the 
whole  wrath  of  the  country  might  fall 
upon  himself!  The  good  faith  of  England 
was  the  greatest  pow«r  she  possessed  on 
the  continent,  and  accusations  against  it 
ought  not  to  be  slightly  haxarded.  The 
hon.  gentleman  assumed  that  a  solemn 
pledge  had  been  given  to  Genoa  that  she 
should  be  preserved  as  an  independent 
state,  coupling  this  accusation  with  a 
reference  to  a  prior  proclamation  to  Italy, 
promisinff  the  establishment  of  an  Italian 
kingdom.  He  wished  first  to  disenUnglo 
the  question  of  Genoa  from  that  of  Italy. 
From  the  misinformation  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tlemen on  this  subject,  he  gave  a  character 
to  the  real  facu,  by  the  draper^  in  which 
he  clothed  them,  that  rendered  it  difficult 
to  know  them.  It  was  true  that  at  a  remote 
period,  before  he  had  the  honour  of  hold-  . 
ing  the  seals  of  the  foreign  office,  an  inti- 
mation had  been  made  to  the  British  Go- 
vernment of  a  disposition  on  the  part  of 
the  Italians  to  throw  off  the  French  yoke« 
and  a  disposition  had  been  expressed  by  ^ 
the  British  Government,, in  returo^.to  aid 
the  attempt  by  military  means.  But  the 
circumstance  never  aasomed  the  consis- 
tency alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gentleman. 
Details  aa  to  the  ihape  or  soTereign  of  thi# 
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withont  any  sach  purpose  aa  thai  ascribed 
to  hiiDi  was  evident,  tor  on  the  receipt  of 
his  (lord  C/s)  letter,  he  would  otherwise 
of  course  ha?e  recalled  it.  No  officer 
coald  indeed  be  authorized  to  do  that 
which  lord  W.  fientinck  was  said  to  have 
done.  .  Not  only  was  he  not  aathoriised, 
bat  he  had  been  prohibited  from  doing  it 
by  positive  instruction. 

He  maintained,  that  on  the  subject  of 
Genoa  the  Congress  had  decided  wisely 
and  right— wisely  with  respect  to  Europe 
— right  with  respect  to  Genoa.  The  union 
of  Genoa  to  Piedmont  was  a  principle  to 
which  the  confederated  Powers  looked 
before  they  left  Paris.  If  there  was  any 
thing  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris  which  the 
different  Powers  could  not  avow  at  tho 
proper  moment,  he  would  be  ready  to 
consign  those  Powers  to  the  execration  to 
which  the  hon.  gentleman*  without  iofor* 
mation,  was  so  ready  to  derote  them. 
But  certainly  there  were  parts  of  that 
Treaty  not  then  promulgatedi  proceeding, 
however,  on  a  principle  of  servings  and 
not  of  imposing  on  the  credulity  of  £u« 
rope*  For  instance,  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  asked  if  there  was  any  thing  in  that 
treaty  about  Holland  ?  Tnere  was.  He 
should  have  thought  he  exhibited  a  cri- 
minal confidence,  if  he  had  not  brought 
France  to  a  sense  of  the  essential  interests 
of  this  country  on  that  subject  before  he 

garted  with  the  essential  securities  in  his 
and  for  the  attainment  of  those  in^rests. 
And  here  he  must  say,  that  on  that  ques- 
tion, on  the  Slave  Trade,  and  on  the 
general  principles  of  European  policy^ 
France  had  conducted  herself  in  such  a 
manner  as«  he  trusted,  would  produce  in 
the  mind  of  the  hon.  gentleman  a  practical 
feeling  of  the  value  of  preserving  that 
government  which  had  given  peace  to  the 
world*  and  by  its  conduct  seemed  capable 
of  maintaining  it.  He  claimed  praise  for 
having  obtained  from  France  a  distinct 
understanding,  that  although  the  precise 
frontiers  of  Holland  should  be  left  open 
for  discussion,  she  should  be  assured  of 
such  a  mass  of  territory  as  should  enable 
her  to  maintain  her  independence,  la 
the  former  national  assembly  of  France 
there  had  been  a  person  styling  himself 
the  ambassador  of  the  human  race.  The 
hon.  gentleman  appeared  to  emulate  that 
individual,  and  to  set  himself  in  active 
opposition  to  all  the  sovereigns  of  conti« 
nental  Europe,  to  whom  he  did  not  even 
observe  the  decorum  that  he  was  bound 
to  maintain,  ^od  di4  maintaini  with  respect 


projected  Italian  kingdom  hadt  never  been 
entered  into;  and  the  expectations  which 
bad  been  held  out  had  never  been  in  the 
slightest- degree  realized.  Down  to  the 
moment  at  which  the  French  were  driven 
out  of  Italy,  neyer  were  a  people  so  passive, 
and  so  inclined  to  submit  to  their  oppres- 
sors, as  the  Italians  had  shewn  themselves 
to  be.  At.  the  moment  that  half  the 
French  troops  were  engaged  in  a  disastrous 
contest  in  Spain,  and  the  infatuation  of  the ' 
man  at  the  head  of  the  French  nation  was 
sacrificing  the  othex  half  in  Russia — when 
no  French  trobps  were  in  Italy-— not  an 
Italian .  rose ;  and  Buonaparte  was  in  as 
complete  possession  of  that  country  as  we 
were  in  possession  of  Yorkshire^  or  any 
other  Ipyal  county.  With  the  exception 
of  a  small  rising  among  the. mountains  of 
Tuscany,  the  success  of. the  allies  in  Italy 
was  entirely  owing  to  their  own  arms. 
But,  was  this  the  single  circumstance  that 
justified  the  conduct  of  the  Congress  with 
respect  to  Italy  ?  Did  the  House  recollect 
the  auspicious  moment,  when  every  thing 
depended  on  awakening  Austria  to  a  de- 
termination to  join  the  common  cause  of 
Europe  ?  The  House  had  on  iu  Ubie  the 
Treaty  by  which  the  great  confederacy 
was  bound  together.— The  basis  of  that 
Treaty  was,  that  all  the  Powers  should  act 
in  unison,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  inde- 
pendence to  Europe  generally.  But  it 
was  evident,  that  this  was  incompatible 
with  the  re-construction  of  that  ancient 
government  in  Italy  to  vrtiich  the  hon. 
gentleman  argued  that  the  country  was 
pledged ;  and  that  Austria  could  not  be 
restored  to  the  rank  which,  for  the  security 
of  all,  she  ooght  to  hold  in  Europe,  unless 
at  least  the  northern  parts  of  Italy  were 
under  a  sovereign  not  an  Italian.  As  to 
the  Proclamation  of  lord  William  Bentinck 
issued  on  the  12th  of  March,  he  had  read 
it  while  in  Paris  with  peculiar  attention, 
on  the  representation  of  marshal  Murat, 
who  had  also  complained  that  lord  W. 
Bentinck's  corps  had  appeared  with  the 
colours  of  Italian  independence.  Having 
read  this  Proclamation,  he  had  told  the 
Neapolitan  ambassador  that  he  could  not 
Concur  with  him  in  thinking  that  the  Pro- 
clamation  declared  in  favour  of  Italian  in- 
dependence. He  then  wrote  to  lord  W. 
Bentinck,  apprising  him  of  the  misappre* 
bension  wtrlch  existed  with  respect  to  his 
objects^  and  guarding  him  against  any 
appearance  of  cherishing  an  interest  sepa- 
rate fcom  that  of  the  other  powers.  Toat 
Ipxi  W.  Bentinck  issued  bis  Proclamation 
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to  th«iOTereignofoar  own  country.  Ano- 
ther of  the  dkiioct  ondenttndingt  by  the 
Treaty  of  Parii  was,  that  Auitria  was  to 
be  bounded  by  the  j^o  and  the  Tettine. 

Re?  erting  to  the  lobject  of  Genoa,  he 
contended  that  no  one  coold  rappow  that 
a  general  oiBcer  commanding  a  corps 
coald  be  entroated  with  the  power  of 
creating  and  destroying  states.  He  could 
do  no  more  than  provide  proTisionaliyi 
not  permanently.  No  one  doubted  that 
lord  W.  Bentinck  knew  perfectly  well 
what  it  was  his  doty  to  do  ^  hot,  besides 
this,  he  had  received  a  special  prohibition 
on  the  particular  subject  in  question.  The 
noble  lord  here  read  an  extract  of  a  letter 
which  he  had  written  to  lord  William 
Bentinck  from  Dijon,  on  the  50th  of 
March,  18 14,  instructing  him  to  givecTery 
aid  to  the  restoration  of  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  but  cautioning  him  studiously 
to  abstain  from  such  measures  as  might 
commit  Great  Britain  or  her  Allies,  with 
respect  to  the  ultimate  destination  of  the 
north  of  Italy— a  subject  which  must  be 
discussed  in  the  negociations  that  would 
follow  the  conclusion  of  peace.  He  then 
proceeded  to  examine  lord  W.  Bentinck's 
Proclamation,  to  shew  that  the  change  in 
the  Government  was  provisional,  not  per- 
manent, and  that  it  was  established  by 
him,  not  on  the  authority  of  the  Allies, 
but  because  he  thought  it  conformable  to 
the  general  sentiment.  With  respect  to 
the  sutement  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  as  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Genoeae,  he  diatinctly 
denied  that  they  had  in  any  way  aided 
the  Britiah :  not  a  Genoeae  had  raised  his 
hand  on  the  part  of  the  British  army  on 
their  approacn,  however  disinclined  they 
felt  toward  the  domination  of  France. 
Certainly  they  had  a  claim  on  our  good 
wtll|  but  they  had  none  on  our  good 
faith,  for  their  surrender  wu  as  complete 
a  conqoeat  on  every  principle  of  the  law 
of  nationa,  aa  had  ever  occurred  in  the 
history  of  any  country.  The  noble  lord 
then  read  a  letter  from  lord  W.  Bentinck, 
dated  27th  April,  and  hia  anawer  dated 
Hay  6th,  both  tending  to  confirm  hia 
arffument  with  reapect  to  the  ezpectationa 
held  out,  and  the  meaaorea  which  had 
been  adopted  towarda  the  Genoese.  That 
the  Genoeae  themaelvea  did  not  conaider 
thia  country  aa  pledged  to  any  eatabliah- 
ment  of  their  ancient  form  of  Government, 
he  could  ahew  from  a  letter  out  into  hia 
handa,  when  he  waa  at  Paria,  by  a  peraon 


who  acted  in  some  meuuro  as  a  Plenipo- 
mntiary  for  thai  paople.    In  tUa  letter^ 


which  waa  expreaaive  of  their'  wlahlea, 
nothing  more  waa  claimed  from  tbia  coun- 
try  than  the  interpoaition  of  our  good 
officea  with  the  Allies,  for  the  restoration 
of  the  ancient  Government.  He  should 
have  thought  that  he  would  have  been 
failing  in  candour,  had  he  not  then  been 
explicit  in  the  expression  of  his  under^ 
standing  on  that  subject.  He  was  then, 
in  fact|  as  explicit  to  that  person  as  ho 
had  been  to  the  hon.  member  thia  night. 
He  told  him  that  lord  W.  Bentinck  not 
only  had  received  no  inatructiona  to  re- 
atore  the  ancient  Government,  but  that  he 
had  received  poaitive  inatructiona  to  eata- 
blish  merely  a  provbional  government 
He  stated  farther,  that  if  any  doubt 
remained  on  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
Genoa  on  this  subject,  that  doubt  ought 
forthwith  to  be  cleared  up  by  undeceiving 
tbem.  It  was  not  his  doty  to  undeceive 
the  Genoese,  by  issuing  a  Proclamation 
derogatory  to  the  reputation  of  any  public 
officer :  he  had  left  it  to  lord  W.  Bentinck, 
and  to  their  own  minister,  to  undeceive 
them.  But  the  Genoeae  had  never  been 
deceived  on  thia  aubject,  from  the  very 
first  moment  of  our  appearing  before  the 
place,  up  to  the  preaent;  the^  had  alwava 
underatood  what  waa  eatabliahed  to  bo 
merely  a  proviaional  government.  They 
might  have  conaidered  the  Proclamation 
in  the  light  of  a  aort  of  claim  on  the  good 
officea  of  thia  country,  to  endeavour  to 
aaiiat  them  in  the  Object  of  having  their 
ancient  Government  restored ;  but  they 
never  were  deceived  with  reapect  to  tho 
ultimate  possibility  of  their  annexation  to 
the  possessions  of  the  king  of  Sardinia. 
The  House  would  find  thai  thia  did  not 
r^at  merely  on  hia  aaaertion  ;  for  in  a  noto 
left  with  him  on  the  1 8th  of  May  by  the 
aame  peraon,  and  which  waa  a  aort  of 
written  reply  to  aome  of  the  argumenu  he 
(lord  Caatlereagb)  had  oaed  to  him  in  their 
preceding  converaation,  they  would  find 
the  annexation  of  Genoa  to  Piedmont  with 
a  view  to  the  miliUry  aecority  of  Italjr# 
and  aome  other  potnta,  diacuaaedin  each  a 
manner  aa  to  leave  no  doubt  of  what  the 
nnderatanding  of  the  Genoeae  on  thia  anb- 
ject  actually  waa.  While,  however,  it  waa 
conaidered  neceaaary  for  the  aecority  of 
Europe  that  Genoa  should  be  annexed  to 
the  atatea  of  the  kin^  of  Sardinia,  it  would 
be  unjuat  to  the  AUiea  if  he  did  not  atao 
atate  that  all  thoae  conditional  aecnritiea 
were  taJcen  for  the  intereata  of  the  people 
of  Genoa.  Ho  begged  leave  to  repel  the 
charge  made  agaiatt  tha  AUiea  of  mting 
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departed    from    their   declarations,   aad 
having  been  actaated  by  Ihe  same  love  of 
eonqoetl  and  aggrandiBenient  which  they 
themseWef  had  so  loudly  coademned.  The 
odious  tense  of  conqoest,  on  the  principle 
of  which  the  Allies  were  said  to  have 
acted  in  this  and  other  cases,  they  posi- 
tively disclaimed.    In  no  part  oif  their 
oondoct  had  they  departed  from  the  prio* 
ciples  professed  by  them ;  but  they  would 
have  been  most  onftt,  indeed,  for  the  situa- 
tions which  they  assumed,  by  entering 
into  the  general  cl>ligation  to  restore  the 
peace  of  Europe,  had  they  so.  stultified 
themselves  in  the  eyes  of  the  world  and 
of  £urope  as  to  disqualify  themselves  from 
changing  the  face  of  Europe,  the  ancient 
governments  of  which  had  been  broken 
down  and  destroyed,  in  such  a  manner  as 
might  thereafter  be  feond  best  calculated 
for  the  preservation  of  its  fiitore  peace  and 
IranqoiUity.     The  light  in  which  thenr 
conduct  on  this  occasion  bad  been  viewed 
by  the  hon.  gentleman,  carried  such  absur- 
dity on  the  mce  of  it.  that  it  could  never 
have  been  taken  up  by  any  man  possessed 
of  any  thing  like  the  information  of  that 
hon.  gentleman,  without  bisbaving  a  taste 
for  running  down  the  different  sovereigns 
of  Europe,  which  in  the  timea  that  we 
Kved  in,  to  say  the  lea^t  of  it.  was  indecent 
as  well  as  dangerous.    The  Allies  had 
made  war.  not  for  the  sake  of  subjugating 
any  power,  but  for  the  take  of  preserving 
the  whole  of  Europe  froib  subjugation ; 
ihey  had  succeeded  in  (heir  object ;  and 
they  had  eodeavoni^  to  give  to  tha  dif* 
ferent  powers  of  the  European  common* 
weahh  a  protection  from  that  danger  by 
which  they  bad  already  been  destroyed. 
When  he  atated  the  principle  upon  which 
the  allies  had  acted,  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  saying  at  the  same  time,  that  he  was 
aorry  that  erven  the  prejudices    of   the 
Oenoeae  people  could  not  on  this  occasion 
be  attended  to ;   for  the  prejudices  of  a 
people  were  entitled  to  attention  when 
greater  objects  did  not  stand  in  the  way ; 
and  by  doing  Tiolence  to  their  feelings^ 
cren  when  the  general  safety  rendered 
anoh  violence  necessary,  he  was  aware 
that  they  might  give  rise  to  these  attacks 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  against  the  sove> 
reigns  of  Europe.    There  were  grave  and 
aolid  reasons  why  they  cOuM  not  grant  to 
Genoa  what  was  demanded  of  them  in  bo- 
half  of  that  people,  arising  out  of  the  very 
aituation  of  Genoa»  consistently  widi  the 
aecurity  of  Europe,  and  the  objecU  to 
which  thay  were  pkdgad^  ariaing  not  «f 


the  treaty  of  Paris.  That  very  state  of 
Genoa  bad  in  a  great  degree  contributed 
to  the  former  weakness  and  overthrow  of 
Europe ;  for  it  had  first  contributed  to  the 
overthrow  of  Sardmia.  and  thus  been  the 
means  of  enabling  the  French  to  achieve 
their  conquests.  An  insurrection  in  Genoa 
had  led  to  a  difference  between  the 
Genoese  and  the  people  of  Piedmont ;  and 
this  gave  the  French  a  pretence  to  inter- 
fere,  in  their  usual  way.  in  the  affairs  of 
these  two  states.  The  allies  were  bound 
to  act  in  the  manner  they  conceived  beat 
for  the  general  interests,  and  Xo  see  if  they 
could  not  find  some  mode  of  re-uniting 
Piedmont  and  Genoa,  which  would  secure 
the  common  interest  and  strengthen  that 
part  of  Italy  against  attack.  Genoa,  it 
was  proper  to  remark,  was  the  most  im* 
portent  military  position  in  the  north  of 
Italy  ;  and  the  general  security  essentially 
depended  upon  having  ihe  possession  of 
that  port.  The  question  was.  whether  ihe 
measure  adopted,  or  that  of  albwing  it  to 
be  held  by  a  cooimercial  republic,  waa 
the  most  likely  to  provide  for  the  general 
security  ?  Whether  the  allied  princes  dc« 
cided  right  or  wrong  on  ibis  point,  this 
much  he  would  say.  that  there  never  was 
a  decision  ^hich  could  be  less  open  to  the 
imputation  of  having  been  given  from 
improper  motives  than  the  one  in  qucs* 
tion.  As  far  as  the  separate  interests  of 
this  country  were  concerned,  had  our  view 
been  to  aeek  a  national  benefit  without 
any  reference  to  the  general  objects  for 
which  the  difierent  powers  were  confe* 
derated,  there  could  be  little  doubt  hot 
that  these  interests  would  have  been  best 
promoted  by  the  establishment  of  an  insn* 
lated  republic  there.  The  Genoese  were 
willing  to  enter  into  any  terms  of  allianca 
With  us^  and  to  give  us  every  facility  for 
availing  ourselves  of  that  important  posi* 
tion  in  our  difierent  operations :  but  then, 
bad  we  followed  this  policy,  it  would  have 
beenaaid  on  the  continent,,  that  we  had 
broken  loose  from  the  general  object,  with 
the  view  of  prosecuting  our  own  separate 
interests.  There  never  was  a  question  in 
which  it  was  less  possible  to  impute  bad 
aM>tives  to  the  continental  powers  than  in 
this.  The  kinc  of  Sardinia  had  not  the 
power,  if  they  had  not  been  so  incHned,  to 
impoee  on  them,  as  the  valoe  of  hia  ser- 
vicea  to  them,  any  conditions  derogatory 
either  to  their  honour  or.  their  interesta. 
He  had  been  expelled  from  his  states  oa 
the  continent,  and  traa  incapable  of  ^ving 
aiqr  aaiiitaiioe ;  and  if  tho  alliea  haid  m* 
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cooceiTed  that  this  aDDcxatnni  of  Gcihw 
to  PiedmoDt,  was  rendering  a  aernce  to 
the  caute»  they  were  not  under  the  neoei* 
tity  of  adopiing  such  a  meaiure.  No 
power  cookl  possibly  have  any  <ither  mo* 
tive  bat  the  general  good  on  tbie  occasion. 
France  might,  indeed,  have  had  an  interest 
the  oiber  way,  and  to  keep  up  the  differ* 
eooe  between  Piedmont  and  Genoa ;  but 
the  French  gofemmenidid  not  attempt  to 
act  in  any  such  spirit,  and  they  were  a 
willing  party  to  this  acu  It  was  from  a 
sincere  conviction  that  it  was  necessary  to 
make  the  barrier  efiectaal  on  the  Italian 
aide,  as  well  as  the  other,  that  they  thought 
it  adviaabie  to  inlrast  the  entrance  by  the 
Alps  and  by  the  CSenoate  aea  to  the  same 
bands;  and  on  this  principle  alone  was 
Genoa  annexed  to  Piedmont.  The  deci- 
sion was  exempt  from  bad  faith  in  the 
Diest  vneqoifocal  sense  of  the  word.  Me 
trusted  that  the  Hoose  would  see  that  this 
neasoffe  was  groonded  on  a  large  Tiew  of 
military  expediency ;  and  with  the  avowed 
and  understood  object  of  strengthening 
that  flank  against  France.  Thik  nvfeasure 
was  neither  adopted  for  the  sake  of  any  of 
the  allied  powers,  nor  from  any  feeling  fd* 
the  kinfp  of  Sardinia  himself,  but  from  a 
comrictton  that  in  so  strengthening  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  they  would  best  consult 
the  interests  of  the  general  policy  of 
Europe.  The  noble  lord  said,  be  should 
be  failing  in  his  doty  to  the  aliieS)  if  he 
did  not  state  that  this  measure  wu  fo)*- 
iowed  ap  in  socha  way  as  was  best  calcu- 
lated ^o  promote  the  interests  of  the 
Genoese  people.  Every  possible  step  had 
been  taken  to  secqre  to  them  their  dif- 
ferent in  teresu;  and  he  believed  tbattheit 
present  government  would  be  a  more 
popular  one  than  that  under  the  ancient 
republic,  which  was  an  oligarchy  of  the 
parest  description. 

Having  dismissed  the  question  of  Genoa, 
the  noble  lord  proceeded  to  incalcate  the 
necessity  of  supporting  government,  by 
mbataining  from  the  discussion  of  mea- 
aares  which  were  not  before  the  House. 
Thoee  premature  and  inflammatory  de- 
acriptions  of  the  conduct  of  the  different 
govemasenlts  were  more  likely  to  pro- 
duce pubNc'  disturbances,  and  to  impede 
the  progress  of  the  negociation,  than  to 
prodooe  any  other  object.  The  caose  of 
this  country  had  been  very  much  injured 
by  that  sort  of  inability  which  seemed 
to  belong  to  some  members  of  with- 
boMing  their  judgments  till  any  subject 
Muld  «ome  with  propriety  befoiu  them. 


[Heari  bear,  hear !]  Psriiament  was  not 
formerly  so  much  in  the  babit  of  antici* 
pajiing  discussions,  and  he  trusted  that 
sach  an  indiKreet  practice  would  not  be 
countenanced  by  the  House.  The  Hoose 
would  not  expect  that  he  should  now  enter 
upon  the  discussion  of  any  branches  of 
interests  not  yet  brought  to  a  decision— 
as  the  understood  arrangement  of  the 
powers  of  Europe.  With  the  exception 
however  of  one  branch,  on  which  ho 
could  not  at  present  give  any  information, 
namely,  the  arrangement  of  Italy  soutb 
of  the  Po,  he  could  sute  that  all  the  other 
arrangements  were  concluded  in  nearly 
the  same  form  in  which  thev  would  stand 
in  the  ultimate  treaty,  and  were  const* 
dered  aft  binding  on  the  diflSerent  powers 
as  if  they  were  the  sot^ect  of  a  treaty* 
He  had  no  objection  to  state  in  answer  to 
the  hon.  gentleman  that  France  had  been 
an  honest  power  at  the  Congress,  and  had 
done  her  best,  for  Europe  and  herself; 
and  that  she  had  consented  to  these  ar« 
rangements.  The  noble  lord  went  into  m 
justification  of  the  conduct  of  the  difierent 
governments  at  the  Congress;  and  he 
contended  •  that  these  governments  could 
not  be  said  to  have  acted  from  sordid 
views.  Till  the  reconstruction  of  the 
great  poweiy  of  Aosoria  and  Prussia,  there 
was  a  great  blank  in  Europe,  and  there 
could  not  be  said  to  be  any  bulwark 
against  fotore  aggression.  Till  those 
powers  ^ere  restored,  Europe  was  not 
herself.  There  was  nothing  in  the  con* 
duct  of  either  of  those  sutes  from  which 
their  moderation  could  be  called  in  ques- 
tion. They  wished  to  be  replaced  in 
the  state  of  their  possessioos  in  1 805.  In 
taking  this  state  Austria  at  least  had  not 
chosen  a  period  the  most  markedly  advan- 
tageous. Had  she  taken  the  year  1792, 
w^en  she  had  the  Low  Countries,  though 
not  Venice,  she  wonid  have  uken  a  pe- 
riod when  her  population  was  at  least  two 
millions  higher;  Prussia  took  the  period 
before  being  dismembered  by  France, 
and  she  had  not  received  40^000  inha- 
bftints  more  than  she  possessed  at  that 
period.  Nothing,  therefore,  could  be  lets 
open  to  accusation  than  the  great  features 
of  the  arrangement.  With  respect  to 
Saxony,  it  was,  no  doubt,  true,  that  at 
one  time  it  was  in  contemplation  to  in- 
corporate the  whole  of  that  country  with 
Prussia.  He  was  one  of  the  persons  who 
liad  opposed  this  incorporation;  and  it 
was  ultimately  by  the  sacrifice  of  the  in- 
terests  of  Holland  and  Uanoter  that  tho 
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other  sacrifice  was  made  in  favour  of  the 
king  of  Saxony.  But  while  he  sttfted  this 
he  would  broadly  contend  that  the  right 
of  conquest,  under  certain  circumstances* 
would  warrant  the  incorporation  of  the 
*  whole  of  one  country  with  another.  He 
did  not  wish  to  say  any  thing  painful  to 
the  feelings  of  the  sovereign  of  Saxony» 
whom  he  wished  to  continue  long  to  reign 
over  his  Saxon  subjects :  he  had  fallen  on 
unfortunate  tiroes ;  but  if  ever  the  prin- 
ciple of  conquest  had  a  legitimate  appH« 
cation  it  was  in  the  case  of  the  king  of 
Saxony*  He  had  returned  to  his  connec- 
tion with  France,  after  he  was  placed  in 
circumstances  which  might  have  with" 
drawn  him  from  it,  if  he  had  not  thought 
the  other  course  more  for  his  interest.  With 
respect  to  the  principles  of  conquest, 
there  was  no  writer  who  would  deny  that 
the  country  and  people  of  a  con<juered 
enemy,  with  arms  in  their  hands,  did  not 
fall  a  sacriBce  to  the  conqueror.  Happily 
this  principle  had  been  modified  in  mo- 
dern warfare  by  two  principles,  the  one 
the  receiving  a  reasonable  indemnification, 
and  the  other  the  reasonable  security  to 
be  giyen  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  fu- 
ture attack.  It  was  no  argument  that 
other  powers  had  also  been  in  alliance 
with  Buonaparte ;  for  they  had  afterwards 
contributed  to  the  salvation  of  Europe; 
and  the  compensation  fell  properly  in  an 
Aggravated  proportion,  on  the  power 
which  came  last  in.  But  the  principle 
on  which  he  conceived  the  measure  of  in- 
corporation unadvisabie  wu,  that  it  would 
have  been  a  mischief  to  Prussia  rather 
than  an  advantage ;  for  the  general  feel- 
ing in  Germany  at  the  sacrifice  of  an 
ancient  family,  would  have  revolted 
against  Prussia.  Then  came  the  procla- 
mation of  prince  Repnin  on  delivering  up 
the  government '  to  the  Pruuian  authori- 
ties, which  he  really  believed  originated 
in  one  of  those  misconceptions  to  which 
the  best  officers  were  liable.  When  the 
proclamation  first  came  into  his  hands,  he 
(lord  C.)  lost  no  time  in  shewing  it  to  the 
Prussian  minister,  who  said  that  it  was 
the  first  time  he  had  seen  it.  Count  Nes- 
selrode,  the  Russian  minister,  made  a  si- 
milar declaration ;  and  in  return  to  an 
official  note  which  he  (lordC)  addressed 
to  prince  Hardenberg,  that  minister  re- 
turned an  official  declaration  that  the 
proclamation  was  wholly  unauthorized  on 
the  part  of  Prussia.  Such  were  the  un- 
equivocal declarations  of  both  these  couru. 
It  was  true  that  the  Pruaiian  government, 
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the  nation,  and  army,  felt  a  strong  interest 
in  the  possession  of  Saxony,  in  considera- 
tion of  the  efiToru  and  sacrifices  which 
they  had  made  in  the  common  cause,  and 
the  importance  of  the  line  of  defence 
which  it  would  have  afforded.  Nothing, 
perhaps,  but  a  wish  to  conciliate  the  na- 
tions of  Europe,  and  their  receiving'  the 
line  of  the  Elbe,  could  have  induced  them 
voluntarily  to  have  relinquished  their 
views. 

With  regard  to  Poland,  bis  lordship  had 
interested  himself  as  much  as  possible,  to 
procure  a  determination  that  would  be 
equally  satisfactory  to  all  parties;  and 
whatever  mightbe  the partipulsr  arrange- 
ments that  the  separate  powers  might 
adopt,  they  would  all  be  dictated  by  the 
same  spirit  of  liberality  and  justice  that 
had  governed  the  great  states  in  ail  ar- 
rangements. The  main  object  of  conci- 
liating the  people  would  not  be  lost  sight 
of,' and  they:would  be  relieved  from  those 
local  difficulties  and  personal  disqoalifica* 
tions  under  which  thev  formerly  laboured. 
Whatever  system  of  policy  might  for- 
merly exist,  the  Poles  would  now  be  go- 
verned as  Poles ;  and  with  regard  to  terri- 
torial arrangement,  and  to  the  particular 
form  of  government'  that  each  possessor 
would  establish,  he  wished  the  House  to 
suspend,  any  opinion  until  more  detailed 
information  was  supplied.  In  erecting 
them  into  a  separate  kingdom,  hon.  gen- 
tlemen would  not  forget  the  many  diffi* 
cutties  that  must  be  encountered,  not 
merely  in  procuring  the  assent  of  the 
monarchs  who  were  interested,  but  in 
severing  immense  tracts  of  territory  bound 
to  its'neighbour  during  a  long  course  of 
years,  until  at  length  they  had  grown,  as 
it  were,  into  each  other,  and  were  some- 
times.incapable  of  separate  existence. 

In  calling  the  attention  of  Parliament 
to  those  parts  of  the  arrangements  that 
more  peculiarly  regarded  this  country,  he 
shoulo  have  had  less  satisfaction,  if,  during 
the  course  of  his  mission,  he  had  employ* 
,ed  himself  in  obtaining  concessions,  the 
objects  of  which  were  merely  the  separate 
aggrandizement  and  interest  of  Great 
Britain ;  but  in  the  case  of  Holland,  in 
whose  establishment  under-  the  present 
system,  we  were  individually  deeply  in* 
terested,  the  allied  powers  had  felt,  as 
they  must  feel,  that  they  were  all  gaining 
an  equivalent  advantage.  If  it  were  im- 
politic for  this  country,  as  no  one  would 
deny,  that  France  should  in  future 
the  large  naval  reaourcea  suppl 
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long  line  of  coatt  from  the  Pynsnneefl  to 
the  TesieU  it  was  not  lest  the  iotereitof 
the  other  itetcs  of  Eorope  to  prwfent  the 
mpplication  of  toch  means;  and  at  the 
tame  time,  by  erecting  Holland  into  a 
powerful  and  independent  kingdom,  under 
the  Hooie  of  Orange*  by  the  annexation 
of  territory  formerly  belonging  to  Aostria* 
an  eaiential  lerYice  wat  rendered  to  all 
the  continental  powen.  It  was  bat  a 
tribute  due  to  the  soTorelgn  now  reigninsy 
to  say*  that  none  of  the  high  indindnals 
bad  been  more  succetsfal  in  gaining  the 
confidence  of  hit  aubjecta,  by  perseforing 
endea?ouri  for  their  benefit,  by  liberality 
in  the  exercise  of  his  authority,  and  by  a 
happy  talent  of  drawing  resources  equally 
from  all  paris  of  the  dominions  so  recently 
placed  in  his  bands.  What  he  had  said 
of  Holland  would  apply  equally  to  Han- 
over: the  Sovereign  of  Great  Britain 
had  not  consulted  merely  bis  own  private 
interests,. and  his  allies  were  sensible  of 
the  enlarged  views  upon  which  he  had 
acted.  On  this  point  there  had  always 
been  some  degree  of  jealoosy  in  this 
country ;  but  he  was  rather  inclined  to 
think  that  Hanover  had,  generally  speak- 
ing* suffered  more  than  she  had  gained 
from  the  connexion.  Its  people  had  re- 
cently proved  themselves  faithful  sop- 
porters  of  Great  Britain ;  and  he  would 
say  that  there  bad  not  been  a  more  effi- 
cient, more  faithful,  and  honest  body  of 
men  in  our  service  than  the  Hanoverian 
Legion ;  they  amounted  to  not  less  than 
12,000  men,  to  which  number  they  had 
always  been  kept  up  by  Toluntary  en- 
rolment, and  it  was  not  too  moch  to  say 
that  the  absence  of  such  a  corps  might 
have  had  a  most  injorioos  eflect  on  our 
military  exertions.  The  preservation  of 
the  importance  of  Hanover,  as  a  consti- 
tuent state  of  Germany,  shoold  therefore 
be  dear  to  us,  as  well  in  this  point  of  view, 
as  from  its  connexion  with  our  reigning 
family.  The  increase  of  territory  she  h^ 
received  tended  to  consolidate  her  con- 
nexion with  this  conntry,  by  the  extent 
of  sea  coast  which  it  gave  her:  while 
liable  to  be  intercepted  from  this  country, 
her  efficiency  was  less  considerable.  From 
the  moment  also  she  was  in  close  contact 
with  Holland  for  an  extent  of  150  miles; 
this  naturally  contributed  to  strengthen 
and  protect  her.  Neither  was  this  a  con- 
nexion of  whurh  our  continental  allies  were 
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thoroughly  convinced  that  no  interest  was 
bit  so  strongly  in  this  coaotry  m  the  con- 


servation of  the  general  liberties  of  Eo- 
rope. In  noticing  the  treaty  with  Spain, 
upon  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  com- 
mented, the  noble  lord  expressed  bis  con- 
viction, that  on  procuring  from  that  coun- 
try in  its  present  situation,  an  acknow- 
ledgment like  that  which  had  been  re- 
ferred to,  much  had  been  procured ;  and 
he  thought  that  some  reliance  was  to  he 
placed  upon  the  assurances  given  both  by 
that  country  and  by  Portugal.  He  vindi* 
cated  government  from  the  imputation 
tliat  they  had  not  procured  that  proper 
neutrality  between  the  king  of  Spain  and 
his  South  American  subjects;  and  he  se« 
verely  censured  the  hon.  member  who 
had  brought  forward  this  subject,  for  re- 
commending that  the  British  nation  should 
erect  iuelf  into  an  arbiter  between  a  sove- 
reign and  bis  revolted  subjects.  His  lord* ' 
ship  never  could  prevail  upon  himself  to 
pay  any  respect  to  opinions  given  to  en- 
courage rebellious  subjects,  and  he  thought 
that  the  individual  who  delrvered  them 
travelled  far  beyond  the  duty  he  owed  to 
his  own  sovereign.  He  admitted  that  the 
scenes  transacting  in  Sooth  America  were 
disgusting  and  painful;  he  allowed  also 
that  Spain,  with  respect  to  commerce,  had 
not  conducted  herself  with  the  liberalily 
we  had  deserved,  but  that  clouds  of  pre« 
jodice  prevented  her  from  seeing  how 
nearly  her  own  Interests  were  connected 
with  those  of  this  country. 

The  noble  lord  said,  he  concurred  in 
several  parts  of  what  the  hon.  member 
had  said  regarding  the  evenu  that  had 
recently  occurred  in  France.  What  course 
of  policy  England  would  pursue  in  regard 
to  the  convulsion  by  which  France  was  at 
present  agitated,  he  could  not  venture  to 
state,  but  upon  the  issue  of  that  contest 
much  of  the  happiness  and  repose  of  the 
world  in  future  depended.  If  buonapartd 
succeeded  in  re-establishing  his  authority 
in  France,  peace  must  be  despaired  of;  at 
least  snch  a  peace  as  we  had  recently  the 
hope  of  enjoying.  The  question  now  was, 
whether  Eorope  most  once  more  return  to 
that  dreadful  system  which  it  had  so  long 

Eursned ;  whether  Europe  was  again  to 
ecome  a  series  of  armed  nations,  and 
whether  Great  Britain  among  them  was  to 
abandon  that  wholesome  state  into  which 
she  was  now  settling,  to  resume  her  sta- 
tion as  a  military  people,  and  again  to 
struggle    for    the   independence    of  the 


at  all  disposed  to  feel  jealous.    They  were    world  ?    These  were  questions  of  no  small 


magnitude,  depending  upon  events  novr 
in  issoei  depending  upon  a  new  and  a«- 
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unexpected  contest,  in  wbieh  the  liberties 
of  mankind  were  once  more  assaalted  and 
endangered.  It  was  not  merely  a  ques* 
tion  whether  the  Bourbon  family,  which 
had  already  given  so  many  benefits  to 
France,  and  among  them,  that  best  of 
all  benefits,  peace,  should  continue  to  reign 
in  France,  but  whether  tyranny  and  des- 
potism should  again  reign  over  the  inde- 
pendent nations  of  the  continent  ?  Whe* 
ther  as  applied  to  this  country,  we  should 
enjoy  the 'happy  state  that  we  had  bought 
with  our  blood  after  a  long  struggle,  or 
whether    we    should   once   more   revert 


to  that  artificial  system  which,  during 
thai  strojpgle,  we  were  compelled  to  main* 
tain  ?  Upon  these  points  there  could  exist 
only  one  feeling,  and  his  lordship  trusted 
that  Providence  would  ordain  only  one 
result.  After  referrinfir  again  to  the  eflbrts 
made  by  the  King  of  France  to  give  a  free 
constitution  to  that  country,  and  the  suc- 
cess with  which  the  experiment  had  been 
attended  during  the  sitting  of  the  legis- 
lature  for  five  or  six  months,  bis  lordship 
concluded  by  justifying  himself  for  not 
having,  as  much  as  might  be  wished  by 
some,  endearoured  ahnroad  to  introduce 
the  free  principles  of  the  British  constitv- 
tion ;  he  had  not,  like  a  missionary,  gone 
about  to  preach  to  the  world  its  excellency 
and  its  fitness,  because  he  by  no  meant 
felt  convinced,  that  in  countries  yet  in  a 
state  of  comparative  ignorance,  and  brought 
up  under  a  system  so  diametrically  oppo- 
site, it  could  be  advantageously  intro- 
duced. A  great  deal  had  been  done  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  nations,  and  if 
BuonBpart6  was  not  permitted  to  inter- 
cept the  prospects  which  were  arising, 
never  could  Europe  look  forward  to 
brighter  days  than  those  which  it  might 
now  anticipate.  The  noble  lord  sat  down 
amidst  loud  and  repeated  cheers. 

An  hon.  member  under  the  gaUer}^ 
whose  name  we  could  not  learn,  remarked 
upon  the  mode  in  which  the  noble  lord 
bad  cast  imputations  upon  lord  William 
Bentinck,  for  the  purpose  of  justifying  his 
own  conduct. 

Lord  CiMltreat^hf  in  explanation,  ob- 
served, that  he  had  not  argued  that  lord 
W.  Bentinck  in  any  respect  had  acted  in- 
consistently with  bis  duty ;  on  the  con- 
trary, the  foundation  of  what  he  had  said 
with  regard  to  Genoa  was,  that  the  British 
minister  having  no  such  power^  had  not 
re-estmblished  permanently,  but  only  pro- 
tisionally,  the  ancient  government  of  the 
oapiial  of  the  Idgltfiui  iiepublic* 


Mr.  PoMwdty  argued,  that  the  noble 
lord  could  only  escape  from  the  charge  by 
removing  the  weight  to  lord  W.  Bentkiek, 
as  he  had  done,  in  fact,  though  not  per- 
haps in  argument,  in  the  course  of  h?s 
speech.  He  hoped  that  the  original  in- 
structions to  the  British  minister  in  Italy 
would  be  produced  upon  some  future  occa- 
sion. He  did  not  understand  the  very  un- 
satisfactory explanation  made  by  the  noble 
lord  with  regard  to  Poland. •  What  was 
meant  by  the  assertion  « that  the  Poles 
would  be  governed  as  Poles  r'  Had  they 
not  been  ae  governed  heretofore  ?  and  if 
so,  what  new  adyantage  had  they  ac- 
quired ?  With  respect  to  Saxony,  the  noble 
lord's  statement  was  by  no  means  con- 
vincing, and  he  hoped  that  all  the  docu- 
ments would  be  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
that  the  noble  lord  would  be  ready  to  give 
the  necessary  explanations.  It  appeared 
to  him,  that  a  very  extraordinary  and  on- 
parliamentary  course  had  been  pursued 
upon  the  present  occasion,  for  the  noble 
lord,  contrary  to  all  practice,  had  first 
made  his  speech,  and  then  was  to  produce 
the  papers.  After  the  Easter  recess  he 
v9oald  probably  make  some  motion  upon 
the  subject,  bet  in  the  mean  time,  until 
all  the  informetion  was  afforded,  he  pro- 
tested against  being  supposed  to  give  any 
opinion  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Wkitbft^d,  in  reply,  remarked,  that 
considering  the  charge  of  the  noble  lord, 
that  he  had  brought  forward  his  accusa- 
tions upon  illicit  information,  it  was  sin- 
gular that  the  noble  lord  had  not  only 
not  ventured  to  give  one  of  them  a  contra* 
diction,  but  that  they  had  all  turned  out  to 
be  true  and  authentic  evidences.  The 
noble  lord  bad  said  that  he  had  not  deemed 
it  a  part  of  his  duty  to  go  about  the  conti- 
nent like  a  missionary,  preaching  the 
English  constiiuiion.  He  was  glad  that 
the  noble  lord  had  not  undertaken  the 
task,  for  assuredly  it  would  have  been 
moat  inadequately  executed,  if  his  speeches 
there  would  haiTe  been  like  those  in  par- 
liament, which,  like  that  just  delivered, 
was  a  libel  upon  the  excellency  of  our 
constitution :  one  of  those  libels  was  the 
bad  effect  of  discussions  like  thcpresent  ia 
parliament ;  but  Mr.  W.  said,  he  was  dis- 
posed to  apply  a  very  different  epithet  to 
them,  and  to  assert,  that  even  with  re- 
gard to  the  Congress  the  effect  had  been 
most  beneficial.  To  what  a  state  of  de- 
gradation would  the  noble  lord  reduce  the 
House  of  Commons,  a  part  of  our  excel- 
lent constittttton,  when  be  would  make  it 
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dependent  upon  an  envoy  at  Vienna,  wbe- 
Iber  it  nbonld  or  ahould  not  be  submissively 
silent.  In  his  view  the  noble  lord's  ex- 
planation was  complete  and  satisfactory 
in  no  one  point.  Regarding  that  large 
tract  of  territory  npon  the  left  bank  of  the 
Rbine«  the  nolile  lord  had  given  no  infor- 
mation ;  and  as  to  Belgium*  Saxony,  and 
Genoa,  the  information  given  was  altoge- 
ther delusive.  What  did  the  noble  lord 
mean  to  say  regarding  the  Poles  i  Did  he 
mean  to  be  understood  ?  What  was  meant 
by  the  Poles  being  governed  like  Polei  ? 
vnJess  indeed,  as  had  been  long  the  case 
with  that  unhappy  people,  they  were  to 
be  continued  in  a  state  of  bondage  to  the 
will  of  their  temporary  masters.  As  to 
Saxony,  the  noble  lord  had  said^  that  the 
proclamation  of  prince  Repoin  was  unau- 
thorixed ;  but  who  could  tell  whether,  on 
the  remonstrance  being  made,  it  had  not 
been/diplomatically  disavowed  by  Prussia, 
while  the  agent  was  abandoned  ?  He 
Would  again  repeat  the  question.  Why  did 
the  noble  lord  go  to  Vienna,  and  why  did 
he  come  back  ?  Because  he  was  ordered, 
was  the  answer.  Who  ordered  him  ?  Why, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Duchy  of  Lancaster,  and 
the  Master  of  the  Mint ;  and  yet  the  noble 
lord  4iad  talked  so  soondingly  of  his  re- 
fponsibility,  and  his  confidence  in  himself, 
which  enabled  him  to  decide  upon  points 
without  instructiom,  which  would  have  de- 
layed the  mighty  machine  of  Congress. 
He  hoped,  as  Buonaparte  had  said,  that 
the  Congress  was  now  dissolted^  and  that 
it  would  not  turn  out  that  what  in  his 
hands  they  had  called  robbery  and  plunder, 
in  their  holy  keeping  was  vested  ri^ht  and 
legal  property. 

Mk  Wiiberforct  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion at  what  had  been  done  respecting  the 
Sla? e  Trade. 

The  Address  was  then  agreed  to. 


HOUSE   OP   LORDS. 

CoNcaass  at  Vienna. ]  The  Marquis 
WtUetUy  wished  to  know  whether  it  was 
thr  intention  of  ministers  to  make  any 
communicaiion,  as  from  the  Executive 
Government  to  that  House  on  the  subject 
of  the  arrangements  at  Vienna.  Consi- 
dering the  immense  magnitude  of  the  in- 
teresu  concerned^  and  the  consequences 
with  which  they  might  be  attended  in 
regard  to  this  country,  it  was  fitting  that 
some  authoritative  comnanication  should 
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be  made  from  the  Prince  Regent  in  the 
manner  which  a  just  sense  of  the  greatness 
of  the  subject,  and  the  respect  due  to  that 
House,  required.  Arrangements  so  ex* 
tensive  and  important  had  never  before 
taken  place  in  Europe  at  one  time,  and 
their  lordships  ought  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumstances  without 
delay. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  replied,  that  thero 
was  every  iocVination  on  the  part  of  minis- 
ters to  adfise  the  Prince  Regent  to  make 
every  communication  to  the  House  that 
might  be  consistent  with  the  public  ser* 
vice.  He  had  before  stated,  that  the 
communication  should  be  made  when  the 
arrangements  were  completed,  as  far  as 
this  could  be  done  without  injury  .to  the 
public  service.  They  were  not  all  com- 
pleted ;  but  he  had  no  objection  now  to 
state,  that  the  arrangemenu  which  had 
already  taken  place  would  be  communi- 
cated  from  the  Prince  Regent  soon  after 
the  recess.  In  answer  to  a  question  from 
the  marquis  of  Buckingham,  he  said,  that 
the  papers  respecting  Genoa  would  be  in- 
cluded ;  in  answer  to  a  question  from  earl 
Grey,  he  said,  that  he  could  not  pledge 
hiinself  as  to  the  possibility  of  laying  the 
papers  on  the  table  previous  to  the  recess, 
so  that  !hey  might  be  considered  in  the  ^ 
interim ;  and  in  answer  to  a  question  from 
lord  Grenville,  he  stated,  that  he  should 
take  care  to  have  the  printed  copies  on 
the  table  as  soon  as  the  papers  were  laid 
there. 

Bank  RxsTaiCTiON  Biu..]    Hie  order 
of  the  day  for  the  third  reading  of  the- 
Bank  Restriction  Bill  being  read. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  rose  and  said, 
that  he  could  anticipate  no  objection  to 
the  third  reading  of  this  Bill,  because, 
however  they  might  have  differed  for- 
merly on  the  subject,  no  one  would  con- 
tend that  the  present  was  the  proper 
period  for  resuming  cash  payments.  Con- 
sidering all  the  circumstances  that  had 
taken  place  previous  to  the  termination  of 
hostilities,  the  consequences  of  which 
were  still  heavily  felt,  this  must  be  con- 
sidered as  of  all  others  the  least  favour- 
able moment  for  putting  an  end  to  the 
restriction.  The  Bill  was  made  to  expire 
on  the  5th  of  July,  1816,  and  this  period 
had  been  fixed  upon  with  two  views; 
first,  that  the  Legislature  might  have  the 
subject  under  consideration  in  the  course 
of  the  next  session;  and  second,  because 
some  hopes  were  entertained  that  by  the 
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time  mentioned  the  Bank  might  be  en- 
ebled  to  resume  cash  payments.  These 
hopeiri  were  founded  on  the  faToqrable 
alteration  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
course  of  exchange,  which  justified  the 
expectation  that  unless  any  very  parti* 
cuiar  circumstances  occurred  to  prevent 
it^  the  exchange  with  the  Continent  would 
be  generally  above  par.  The  price  of 
gold  had  fallen  very  considerably  indeed 
In  the  course  of  one  year,  being  in  Ja- 
nuary, 1814,  at  5/.  105.;  and  in  February, 
1815,  at  4?.  ] Of.  or  thereabouts.  It  ought 
to  be  considered  that  this  country  had  for 
a  series  of  years  past  made  foreign  pay- 
ments to  a  great  amount,  and  increasing 
till  the  last  .year— -in  1812,  18  millions; 
in  1813,  23  mUlions;  and  in  1814,  30 
Millions.  The  troops  in  America  could 
not  be  brought  home  before  the  end  of  the 
summer,  or  the  beginning  of  autumn; 
large  debts  and  arrears  were  stiH  due, 
and  payments  making;  and  considering 
all  these  circumstances,  the  favourable 
change  which  had  taken  place  far  ex- 
ceedled  the  most  sanguine  expectations 
even  of  those  who  had  thought  with  him 
on  the  subject.  It  was,  however,  highly 
desirable  and  necessary,  that  cash  pay- 
ments tiiould  be  resumed,  and  things 
restored  to  their  original  courso,  as  soon 
as  it  possibly  could  be  done  with  advan* 
tage  to  the  Bank  and  consistently  with 
llie  public  service.  He  concluded  by 
^moving  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill. 

Lord  Greacille  did  not  mean  to  object 
lo  the  third  reading  of  the  Bill,  but  on  the 
contrary  admitted  that  cash  payments 
could  not  be  raimediately  resumed.  The 
declaration  of  the  noble  earl,  that  it  was 
aecessary  for  the  restoration  of  proper 
^confidence  and  security  that  cash  pay- 
ments should  be  as  soon  as  possible  re- 
sumed, gave  him  a  great  deal  of  pleasure ; 
but,  if  the  public  service  required  it,  the 
resumption  might  well  take  place  before 
it  became  advantageous  to  the  Bank.  It 
ought  to  be  remembered,  that  the  Com- 
pany had  made  immense  g^ns  by  the 
restriction  while  it  lasted,  and  they  could 
BOW  afford  to  pot  themsehret  to  a  little 
inconvenience  for  the  public  advantage. 
He  thought,  however,  it  would  have  been 
better  if  this  Bill  bad  contained  some 
provisions'  for  taking  proper  steps  towards 
a  resumption  of  cash  payments.  Whe- 
ther cash  payments  should  or  should  net 
be  resumed  at  the  period  mentioned,  the 
noble  earl  ought,  early  next  session,  to 
propose  a  parliamentary  inquiry  into  all 
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the  circumstances  of  the  case.  He  could, 
he  believed,  perfectly  well  account  for 
the  alteration  in  the  course  of  exchange 
and  the  price  of  goM,  in  consistenc3r 
with  the  theory  which  he  and  others  had 
held  on  the  subject;  but.it  was  fitting 
that  the  matter  should  be  examined  into, 
and  thoroughly  investigated ;  and  he 
therefore  hoped,  that  early  in  the  next 
session,  such  an  inquiry  would  be  pro- 
posed; and  this  would  at  all  events  be 
proper,  though  from  recent  events,  his 
confidence  in  the  reviving  state  of  our 
afiairs,  as  connected  with  this  subject,, was 
very  much  shaken. 

The  Earl  of  fjouderdale  had  no  objec- 
tion to  the  passing  of  the  Bill  under  pre- 
sent circumstances,  provided  he  could 
obtain  from  the  noble  lords  on  the  other 
side,  a  pledge  that  an  inquiry  should  be 
instituted,  early  in  the  next  session,  rela* 
tive  to  this  important  subject,  in  order 
that  full  information  might  be  obtained, 
with  the  view  of  satisfying  the  public 
mind.  It  was  essential  that  such  an  in- 
quiry should  be  instituted,  in  order  that  all 
the  facts  bearing  upon  the  question  mi^i 
be  accurately  and  distinctly  ascertained* 
As  to  the  fall  in  the  price  of  gold,  al- 
luded to  by  the  noble  earl,  it  did  not  in 
the  least  affect  the  theory  supported  by 
himself  and  his  noble  friends.  By  an 
ordonnance  of  the  Russian  government,  a 
forced  circulation  was  given  to  the  Russian 
paper  money,  under  which  four  rubles  in 
paper  were  to  pass  for  one  ruble  in  gold. 
This,  from  the  nature  of  circumstances 
at  the  time,  had  a  very  extensive  opera- 
tion, and  gold  naturally  flocked  to  this 
country,  where  the  pressure  upon  it  was 
less.  This  would  account  at  once  for  the 
fall  in  the  price  of  gold  bullion.  His 
object  was,  that  the  matter  should  be  in- 
quired into,  and  the  minds  of  the  peoplo 
set  at  rest,  not  only  as  to  the  resumption 
of  paymenu  by  the  Bank,  but  also  as  to 
the  probability  that  such  cash  payments 
would  be  continued.  He  hoped,  jihere- 
fore,  that  the  noble  earl  would  next  session 
propose  an  inquiry  into  aH  the  eircum'* 
stances. 

The  Earl  of  LiVerpoo/,  in  explanation* 
observed,  that  when  be  spoke  of  the 
benefit  accruing  to  the  Bank,  he  identi- 
fied it  in  that  view  with  the  country  at 
large.  He  admitted  that  some  sacrifices 
were  to  be  fairly  and  reasonably  ex- 
pected on  the  part  of  that  body  to  the 
general  interest.  If  found  necessary,  tha 
subject  might  be  taken  up  atasufficienilj 
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early  period  of  the.  imkI  MMioD  ;  bat  he 
did  not  see  the  neceMity  of  giving  a  dis- 
tinct or  positive  pledge  of  going  into  a 
general  inquiry  upon  the  snbject,  before 
a  resumption  of  cash  payments  took  place. 
Such  an  inquiry  as  seemed  to.  be  con- 
templated, could,  he  thought,  be  produc- 
tive of  no  convenience  to  the  country, 
•but  might,  on  the  contrary,  induce  much 
inconvenience ;  but  as  far  as  respected 
the  measure  to  which  the  Bill  referred, 
the  subject  of  it  should,  if  necessary,  and 
if  he  continued  to  fill  the  situation  he  then 
had  the  honour  to  hold,  be  brought  under 
the  consideration  of  Parliament  at  a  sufii'* 
ciently  early  period  next  session,  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  what  line  of  con- 
duct would  be  the  most  proper  to  pursue. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdaune,  though  be 
did  not  oppose  the  measure  then  before 
the  House,  contended  for  the  propriety 
of  having  some  extensive  and  deliberate 
parliamentary  inqniry  into  the  general 
subject,  before  the  Legislature  finally  de- 
cided as  to  the  resumption  of  caih  pay- 
ments on  the  part  of  the  Bank.  He  dis- 
approved of  temporary  measures  on  the 
aobject,  was  adverse  to  such  Bills  as  the 
present  being  from  time  to  time  intro- 
duced, and  cordially  concurred  with  his 
noble  friends  in  deeming  a  general  inquiry 
into  the  subject  to  be  highly  expedient. 

The  Bill  was  then  read  a  third  time 
and  passed. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tuesday,  March  21. 

Loan  Cochrane.]  Mr.  Speaker  ac- 
quainted the  House,  that  he  had  just  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  William  Jones,  esq. 
marshal  of  the  King's*beoch  prison;  and 
the  said  Letter  was  thereupon,  by  direc- 
tion of  the  House,  read  by  Mr.  Speaker, 
and  is  as  folioweth  : 

Lo%,  Tuesday,  4  o'clock, 
21<l  itforcA,  1815. 
"  Sir ; — I  beg  leave  to  inform  voo,  that 
having  received  information  that  lord 
Cochrane  (who  had  made  his  escape  out 
of  my  custody  out  of  the  King's-bench 
prison)  was  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
between  two  and  three  o'clock  this  day,  I 
thought  it  my  doty  to  take  him  into  my 
custody,  and  to  convey  him  back  to  the 
Ktng's-bench  prison.  1  shall  be  obliged 
to  you  to  inform  the  honourable  the  House 
of  Commons  of  what  I  have  done,  and 
that  I  am  in  waiting  to  receive  the  com- 
mand! of  the  House  open  this  occasion.  I 


hiinbly  hope  that  I  have  not  eommttted 
any  breach  of  privilege  by  tlie  steps  1 
have  taken ;  and  that,  if  I  have  don^ 
wrong,  it  will  be  attributed  to  an  error  in 
judgment,  and  not  to  any  intention  of 
doing  any  thing  thst  rmight  |;ive  offence. 
«-I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the 
utmost  respect,  Sir«  &c.  . 

"  William  Jones, 
"  Marshal  of  the  King's-bench  Prison." 

The  5|peaAer.— Under  these  circom* 
stances,  any  honourable  member  may 
suggest  to  the  House  the  course  of  pro*, 
ceeding  which  he  conceives  eught  io  ba 
adopted. 

Lord  CasiUreagh.'-^Vrom  the  nature  of 
the  arrest,  and  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing it,  I  do  not  think.  Sir,  that  the  House 
is  called  upon  to  interfere.  I  am  not 
aware,  as  the  House  was  not  actually 
sitting,  with  the  mace  on  the  table,  and 
the  Speaker  in  the  chair,  when  the  arrest 
took  place,  that  any  breach  of  privilege 
has  been  committed.  But,  if  any  gentle- 
man entertains  a  doubt  on  the  suQect-* 
if  any  gentleman  conceives  the  privilegee 
of  the  House  to  have  been  violated — then 
it  is  proper  that  a  due  degree  of  jealousy 
should  be  manifested,  and  that  an  inquiry 
into  the  circumstances  should  be  insiitoted. 
It  is  not,  however,  incumbent  on  me  te 
propose  that  inquiry ;  for,  as  far  as  I  caa 
judge,  oar  privileges  cannot  be  affected 
by  any  occurrence  which  may  take  place 
in  the  chamber  appropriated  to  the  sittings 
of  the  Commons  of  the  realm,  when  they 
are  not  regularly  assembled  there.  On 
one  point,  I  think  there  can  be  no  dif- 
ference of  opinion.  It  must  be  quite 
obvious  to  every  man,  that  the  marshal 
has  not  acted  wilfully  in  violation  of  the 
privileges  of  the  House.— (Hear !) — No 
blame  caa  attach  to  him,  since  he  baa 
submitted  himself  4o  the  judgment  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  after  having  done 
that  which  he  considered  his  doty  as  a 
civil  officer.  Having  bad  lord  Cochrane 
in  his  custody,  from  which  he  had  escaped, 
the  marshal  was  bound  not  to  pass  over 
any  justifiable  means  of  putting  him  under 
arrest,  whenever  a  fair  opportunity  oc« 
curred.  As  far  as  the  individual  officer 
is  concerned,  it  is  quite  clear  that  he 
acted  horn  a  sense  of  duty ;  and  that  It 
is  only  necessary  for  him  to  know  what 
the  privileges  of  Parliament  are,  to  act  ia 
conformity  with  them,  on  any  future  o€« 
casion. 

Mr.  0>iui.— Sir,  it  certainly  appears  te 
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Bie  thai  the  present  arrest  cannot  be  con- 
sidered as  a  breach  of  th^  privileges  of 
Parliameot.  Let  lis,  in  the  first  place, 
examine  whether  an  arrest  of  this  peculiar 
description  coold  be  pretented  by  par- 
liamentary privilege.  I  do  not  know 
Onder  what  circumstances  any  member  of 
this  House  is  privileged  from  arrest,  having 
broken  prison,  whero  he  had  been  con- 
fined in  consequence  of  a  regular  con-x 
viction.  I  cannot  conceive  bow  an  arrest 
in  consequence  could  be  opposed.  Now 
what  are  the  circumstances  attending  the 
arrest  of  the  noble  lord  ?  He  was  taken 
on  onfe  of  the  benches  of  the  House,  the 
House  no|  being  then  regularly  sitting. 
I*hi8  must  be  considered  in  exactly  the 
same  light  as  if  he  were  arrested  in  his 
way  down  to  the  House  ;  and  it  cannot 
be  maintained,  that  the  privilege  of  a 
member  of  parliament  would,  in  his  pecu- 
liar case,  protect  him  in  his  transit.  The 
only  other  point  to  be  considered  is,  the 
entrance  of  a  peace-officer,  or  of  any  other 
person,  who  has  no  right  to  come  here, 
out  by  the  permission  of  the  House. 
Undoubtedly,  if  any  officer,  acting  under 
8  warrant,  or  any  other  authority,  entered 
the  House  without  having  received  its  pre- 
vious permission,  I  should  hold  that  to 
be  the  highest  breach  of  its  privilege  that 
could  be  committed,  and  it  should  not  be 
aofl^red  to  pass  unpunished.  Bat,  Sir, 
this  applies  only  to  the  House  when 
fitting,  and  not  to  tke  place  in  which  we 
nsually  assemble.  These  walls  are  not 
peculiarly  appropriated  to  owr  use.  If, 
at  half-past  three  o'clock,  this  day,  a 
message  from  the  Throne  came  down, 
directing  us  to  meet,  not  in  this  House, 
but,  for  instance,  in  the  Painted  Chamber, 
Or  in  any  apartment  in  the  King's  palace, 
we  must  proceed  thither ;  for  we  assemble 
here  only  under  the  writ  calling  on  us  to 
meet  in  Westminster;  and,  therefore,  I  do 
not  think  that  any  privilege  is  attached 
merely  to  these  walls.  If  it  were  otherwise, 
that  privilege  would  be  available  in  the 
case  of  any  stranger.  Any  man  coming 
within  these  walls,  guilty  of  an  ofience 
against  the  laws,  and  sitting  himself  down, 
would  be  placed  exactly  in  the  same  aitua- 
tion  as  the  noble  lord.  If  the  House  were 
sitting,  be  would,  of  course,  be  ordered 
out,  and  he  might  then  be  taken ;  but  if 
he  came  in  here  when  the  House  was  not 
sitting,  I  can  see  nothing  peculiar  in  the 
place  which  is  vsed  for  our  assembling  in, 
that  could  privilege  him  from  arrest  It 
appears  to  me,  that  the  noble  lord  could 
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only  be  considered  as  coming  down  to 
take  his  place— and,  in  that  case,  I  know 
not  of  any  privilege  that  could  exempt 
him  from  this  particular  species  of  arrest. 
If,  however,  any  gentleman  has  serioua 
doubts  on  the  question,  the  regular  course 
would  be,  to  refer  the  letter  to  a  Committee 
of  Privileges ;  because,  in  a  case  of  this 
kind,  if  any  difiPerence  of  opinion  exista^ 
the  greatest  attention  ooghtto  be  paid  to 
the  perfect  examination  of  all  its  circum^ 
stances. 

Mr.  Tienvy-^ir,  I  perfectly  agree  in 
the  sentiments  of  the  noble  loi^,  with 
respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  Marshal  of 
the  King^s-bench  prison,  on  this  occasion. 
He  certainly  has  shewn  no  disposition  to 
commit  any  offence  against  the  privileges 
of  the  House,  and  he  has  taken  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  state  what  he  has  dcAie. 
But,  Sir,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  noble 
lord  in  thinking,  that  this  case  presents  no 
circumstances  that  deserve  to  be  farther 
looked  into.  We  are  told,  that  lord  Coch* 
rane  has  broken  prison.  As  a  private  in* 
dividual  I  may  know  this;  but,  as  a 
member  of  Parliament,  I  am  ignorant  of 
it.  I  know  that  lord  Cochrane  was  con* 
victed,  because  the  record  of  that  convic- 
tion waslaid  before  us ;  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  he  did  not  aAerwards  receive  a 
full  pardon.  I  consider  this  to  be  the 
case  of  a  member  regularly  elected  to 
serve  in  Parliament,  and  coming  down  to 
take  his  seat.  Now,  Sir,  the  House  is 
regularly  adjourned  until  ten  o'clock  in 
the  morning-^and  I  recollect  occasions 
when  the  Speaker  did  take  the  chair  at 
that  hour*  Suppose,  then,  a  member, 
about  to  take  his  seat,  came  down  here  at 
an  early  hour,  with  the  proper  documents 
in  his  hand,  and  desired  to  be  instructed 
in  the  mode  of  proceeding— and,  while 
waiting,  an  officer  entered,  arrested  him, 
and  took  his  person  away,  would  not  this 
be  a  case  to  call  fQr  the  interference  of 
the  House?  I  know  the  individual  who 
has  arrested  lord  Cochrane  *  has  not  mani- 
fested any  wish  to  conceal  the  circum- 
stance. But  it  might  be  the  other  way. 
Some  persons  might  desire,  from  sinister 
motives,  to  arrest  a  member  of  this  House 
under  these  circumstances.  I  do  not 
think,  therefore,  that  the  case  is  quite 
such  a  riiatter  of  course  as  the  noble  lord 
haa  stated.  Unless,  Sir,  I  had  your  autho- 
rity, which  would  weigh  much  with  me, 
that  the  case  was  not  such  as  called  for 
investigation,  I  should  wish  that  the  House 
would  inHitate  some  proceeding  on  the 
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subject— not  against  the  Marshal  of  the 
King's-bencb,  whose  coodoci  appears  to 
t^e  open  and  candid — bat  to  prevent  the 
circamstance  from  being  drawn  into  a 
precedent  on  some  fbtare  occasion,  where 
the  principles  that  day  laid  down,  might 
be  msde  use  of  for  an  improper  purpose. 

The  Speaker^^l  confess  I  feel  this  matter 
to  be  very  new  to  us  all.  In  the  short 
time  which  has  elapsed  since  it  occurred, 
I  hare  given  it  all  the  attention  I  could, 
and  on  particular  parts  of  the  case  I  have 
▼ery  little  doubts.  I  think  the  Marshal, 
nnder  the  circumstances  which  occasioned 
him  to  act,  is  not  likely  to  fall  under  the 
displeasure  of  this  House*  I  am  also  of 
opinien,  Ihat  the  individual  who  came  into 
this  building,  at  an  hour  when  the  House 
was  not  sitting,  could  claim  no  special 
protection  from  the  place  in  which  he  was. 
j3ot  I  think  it  also  appears  equally  clear, 
that  he  was  legally  returned  to  Parliament, 
and  that  he  came  down,  in  order  to  go 
through  the  necessary  forms,  and  to  take 
bis  seat.  Whatever  may  be  the  grounds 
of  inquiry,  we  ought  to  refer  the  matter 
to  a  Committee  of  Privileges,  to  see  whe- 
ther or  not  any  foundation  exists  for  a 
complaint  of  breach  of  privilege,  lliis 
will  be  found  the  safer  course ;  and  if  It 
be  thought  necessary,  we  are  at  liberty  to 
adopt  it. 

Lord  Casilereagh'^l  stated,  when  I  be- 
fore addressed  the  House,  that  if  a  dotfbt 
arose  in  the  mind  of  any  gentleman,  it 
would  be  competent  for  him  to  submit  a 
motion  on  the  subject.  As  a  doubt  has 
been  expressed,  and  very  properly  ex- 
pressed, I  think  it  right  that  some  proceed- 
ing should  be  adopted.  Indeed,  even  if 
less  doubt  were  expressed,  the  jealonsy 
with  which  any  tbing  like  an  infraction 
of  our  privileges  ought  to  be  viewed, 
would  render  some  proceeding  necessary; 
I,  therefore  move,  "  That  the  said  letter, 
and  the  subject  matter  referred  to  therein, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Privileges 
to  examine  the  matter  thereof;  and  that 
they  do  report  the  same,  with  their  opinion 
thereupon,  to  th^  House." 

On  the  question  beipg  put, 

Mr.  Betmei  rose  and  said— Sir,  I  am 
just  come  from  examining,  as  one  of  the 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  the 
state  of  the  King's-bench  prison.  I  found 
lord  Cochrane  confined  there,  in  a  strong 
room,  fourteen  feet  square,  without  win> 
dows,  fire-place,  table,  or  bed.  I  do  not 
think  it  can  be  necessary,  for  the  purposes 
of  security^  to  confine  him  in  this  maaaer. 


According  to  my  own  feelings,  it  is  a 
place  unfit  for  the  noble  lord,  or  any 
other  person  whatsoever. 

Mr.  WUbrditm  J9ooll^  — When  lord 
Cochrane  was  visited,  not  more  than  half 
an  hour  had  elapsed  firom  the  timtf*  of  his 
arrest,  and  perhaps  the  Marshal  had  not 
had  time  to  select  that  situation  in  the 
prison  which  would  be  sufficiently  secure> 
and  at  the  same  time  proper  for  his  lord-' 
ship's  accommodation.  I  trust  and  hope, 
it  is  not  the  intention  of  the  Marshal  to 
keep  the  noble  lord  in  the  place  so  justly 
described  by  the  hon.  gentleman.  I  par- 
ticularly rise  to  suggest,  whether  It  would 
not  answer  every  purpose,  artd  save  con- 
siderable trouble,  if  the  Marshal  were 
called  in,  and  asked,  wliether  the  sentence 
of  the  noble  lord  had  expired,  or  whether 
he  had  received  his  Majesty's  pardon  f 
This,  I  conceive,  would  clear  the  way  for 
any  subsequent  proceeding. 

The  Sbeakcr — We  have  before  us  the 
record  of  conviction,  and  the  sentence  of 
imprisonment  for  12  months.  Whether 
this  has  been  done  away,  in  any  other 
manner,  than  by  suffering  the  penalty, 
admits  of  proof.  The  Marshal  has,  bow- 
ever,  told  us,  that  the  noble  lord  escaped 
from  his  custody.  It  remains  for  the  party 
complaining  of  breach  of  privilege  to  dis- 
prove the  assertion. 

Lord  Casilereagk  observed,  that  as  there 
was  a  question  behind,  of  the  principle 
whether  a  member  arrested  in  the  House 
bad  any  ground  to  plead  privilege  of  Par- 
liament, be  should  recommend  a  reference 
of  the  question  to  a  committee. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to,  and  the 
committee  appointed  to  sit  to-morrow. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wtdnadeg^t  March  22. 

CoMinTTXx  OF  Ways  and  Mbans.]  The 
order  of  the  day  being,  moved,  for  going 
into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to 
consider  of  the  regulation  of  the  duties 
upon  Tobacco  to  Ireland, 

Sir  John  Newport  opposed  the  Speaker's 
leaving  the  chair*  He  said,  he  had  a 
radical  objection  to  this  mode  of  laying 
on  taxes  by  piece- meal,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  proper  time  for  considering 
the  general  state  in  which  they  stood. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  might  be  right 
in  proposing  the  line  of  taxation  for  which 
he  was  about  to  move,  but  it  was  to  the 
principle  of  the  proceeding  that  he  had  so 
decided  an  objectidn.    The  House  was  in 
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ihit  manner  called  to  ley  on  particular 
taxes,  wiihoat  a  fair  discussion  as  to  the 
general  state  of.  the  reyenue,  of  which 
they  were  to  form  a  part.  One  sum  was 
moved  for  at  one  time,  then  followed  an* 
other  at  a  different  period,  and  the  general 
financial  statement  did  not  make  its  ap- 
pearance until  so  late  a  period  of  the  ses* 
sion,  that  no  attendance  for  its  discussion 
could  be  expected.  To  the  plan  pursued 
in  the  Ways  and  Means  he  had  in  par« 
ticular  an  objection,  because  in  his  opinion, 
the  entire,  wants  of  .the  country  should  be 
laid  before  .them,  instead  of  this  partial 
^disposal  of  them.  He  would  prefer,  that 
a  real  estimate  of  the  revenue  of.  Ireland, 
compared  with  the  expenditure  of  that 
country,  should  be  fairly  produced.  The 
idea  was  delusive  of  raising  additional 
sums  therci  when  it  was  avowedly  unable 
to  meet  its  own  debt.  He  could  have  no 
objection  to  Ireland  paying  her  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  public  burthens,  but  this 
mode  prevented  his  really  ascertaining 
what  that  proportion  was ;  he  therefore 
hoped  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
defer  his  measure  until  a  future  period. 

Mr.  Vesqf  Fitzgerald  said,  that  if  any 
delusion  prevailed  with  respect  to  the 
financial  situation  of  the  country,  that  de- 
lusion was  not  imputable  to  him.  He,  on 
fhe  contrary,  had  always  stated  to  Parlia- 
ment the  circumstapces  in  which  Ireland 
was  placed,  and  had  not  concealed  from 
Ireland  the  sacrifices  that,  she  would  be 
called  upon  to  make.  He  had  desired  to 
make  no  partial  statement ;  but  he  appre- 
hended that  the  course  which,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  House,  his  right  hon. 
friend,  the  Chancellpr  of  the  Exchequer 
for  England,  had  proceeded  on  in  this 
country,  was  equally  open  to  him  to 
follow;  nay,  he  took  blame  to  himself 
that  he  had  not  followed  it  before.  Were 
not  the  votes  of  supply,  were  not  the  mili* 
tary  and  naval  Totes  granted  for  the  joint 
service  of  the  United  Kingdom  ?- Was  not 
the  admitted  deficiency  of  the  Irish  reve- 
nue, was  not  the  statement  of  the  right 
hon.  baronet  himself,  a  sufficient  justifica- 
tion of  the  proceedings  ?  It  was  idle  to 
deny  it.  What  now  was  he  blamed  for  ? 
He  would  anticipate,  if  he  were  permitted, 
the  sitting  of  the  committee  for  a  moment 
or  two,  and  would  mention  the  nature  of 
bis  resolution.  He  had  some  time  since 
mentioned  to  the  right  hon.  baronet,  that 
he  had  new  duties  of  customs  in  contem'-^ 
plation ;  that  which  he  was  about  to  pro- 
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pose  was,  a  duty  on  tobacco  equal  to  that 
lately  laid  on  in  Great  Britain,  Parlia- 
ment having  recognized  the  principle  of 
assimilation;    and  he  was  only  anxious 
that  the  resolution  should  bear  this  date, 
that  .the  importing  merchant  in  Ireland 
might  know  the  doty  he  would  be  liable 
to  pay  from  this  date,  upon  the  passing 
of  the  Bill,  and  not  have  to  complain  of 
an5'  surcharge  of  which  he  hiid  not  full 
notice.     Would  not  this  be  preferable  to 
waiting  until  after  the  importation  front 
the  United  States,  and  being  obliged  either 
to  take  stock  on  hand,  or  to  allow  the 
vender  to  raise  the  price  of  his  commodity 
by  the  full  amount  of  the  new  duty  which 
the  public,  as  consumers,  would  pay,  and 
the  revenue  receive  nothing  ?  In  compIi<« 
ance  with  the  expressed  wish  of  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  he  had  declined  moving  thU 
duty  when  the  English  duty  was  imposed  : 
but  the  ratification  of  the  treaty   witb 
America  had  made  it  necessary  to  Iose:po 
farther  time,  if  we  would  have  a  produc- 
tive source  of  revenue.     The  right  hon. 
baronet  had  wished  for  an  exposition  of 
our  resources  before  he  voted  any  thing. 
Did  he  then  think  that  we  had  a  redun* 
dance  ?  Did  he  not  himself  tell  the  House, 
on  a  former  night,  the  fearful  amount  of 
our  deficit?   Did    he  not  know  that  no 
budget  could  be  brought  forward  for  Ire- 
land until  after  the  English  budget  was 
stated— until  the  estimated  expenditure  of 
both  countries  was  ascertained,  and  the 
share  of  Ireland's  contribution  to  the  joint 
account  fairly  stated  ?   If  the  right  hon* 
baronet  wished  to  defer  it  for  the  purpose 
of  having  full  discussion,  he  apprehended 
that  he  was  affording  him  the  means  of 
that  discussion,  by  not  waiting  until  that 
time  arrived.     He   had   only  one   oth^r 
point  to  notice,  which  he  would  take  this 
occasion  of  doing ;    that,  sensible  as   he 
was  of  the  great  importance  of  a  review  of 
our  finances,  and   fiir  from  wishing  to 
create  delusion  or  prolong  it,  he  would 
now  give  notice,  that  either  he,  or  his  right 
hon.  friend,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer of  England,  would,  probably  on  the 
first  day  after  parliament  met  again,  pro- 
pose the  revival  of  the  committee  of  finance, 
m  the  hope  that  they  would  be  able  to 
present  to  the  House  a  fair  view  of  our  re- 
sources and  of  our  wants,  in  which  he 
should  be  glad  of  the  right  hon.  baronet's 
assistance. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  tho 
committee. 

t 
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BioA^T— Cask  or  Mb.  Latbbop  Mur« 
RAT.]  Sir  Samud  RomUfy  rose  to  lay 
upon  the  table  the  Petition  from  Mr.  La- 
throp  Marray^of  which  he  had  given  notice 
yesterday.  Of  the  individual  he  knew 
nothing,  and  in  general  he  was  averse  to 
the  interference  of  the  House  with  the 
proceedings  of  courts  of  justice ;  but  in 
some  cases  of  peculiar  circumstances,  such 
an  interference  might  be  necessary  and 
useful.  The  individual  who  this  day 
came  before  the  House,  had  been  recently 
convicted  of  bigamy  before  the  Recorder 
of  the  city  of  London.  Sir  S*  Romilly 
said  he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  whole  of  the  case  and  the  evidence, 
and  it  appeared  that  the  allegations  in  thd 
petition  upon  that  authority,  were  well 
founded.  The  fact  was,  that  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  the  petitioner,  being  with  his 
regiment  in  Ireland,  was  married  to  a 
woman-  much  older  than  himself,  iili  a 
private  room,  by  a* dissenting  minister  (he 
not  being  himself  a  dissenter),  without 
banns,  licence,  or  any  of  the  usual  forma- 
lities. Some  years  ago  he  married  a 
woman  in  England  by  licence,  and  his 
second  wife  was  fully  apprised  of  the  facts 
attending  bis  6rst  marriage,  which  was 
properly  held  to  be  invalid.  For  this 
offence  he  was  indicted  by  a  total  stranger, 
and  the  only  evidence  was,  that  of  the 
dissenting  minister  who  had  officiated  at 
the  first  marriage ;  and  to  prove  the 
secoodi  the  register  and  the  declarations 
of  the  petitioner.  Atthe  trial  his  counsel 
had  taken  several  objections,  which  they 
urged  should  be  reserved  for  the  decision 
of  the  Judges,  but  by  some  mistake  the 
points  were  not  reserved;  and  sentence  of 
transportation  was  passed  upon  the  pri« 
soner.  Until  1795,  sir  S.  Romilly  ob- 
served the  punishment  for  bigamy  had 
been  only  twelve  months  imprisonment, 
and  burning  in  the  hand ;  but  at  that 
date  a  statute  was  passed,  empowering  the 
Judges  to  transport  for  seven  years :  but 
this  severity  was  only  exercised  in  cases 
of  great  flagrancy ;  and  in  the  present  it 
teemed  natural  to  expect  that  an  impri- 
aonmeot  for  six,  nine,  or  twelve  months, 
would  have  been  ordered.  The  Attorney 
General  refusing  to  give  his/ul  for  a  writ 
of  error,  as  the  objections  had  been  omit- 
ted on  the  record,  the  petitioner  applied, 
]but  in  vain,  to  the  Secretary  of  State's 
office,  and  from  thence  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gent fcir  a  pardon,  or  for  liberty  to  trans- 
port himself,  accompanying  his  prayer 
*with  an  affidavit  of  his  second  wife,  that  she 


was  acquainted  with  all  the  circumstanoea 
of  hb  first  marriage,  and  with  the  opinion 
of  several  civilians  thai  the  first  marriage 
was  illegal.  The  only  answer  returned 
was,  that  he  must  be  sent  with  the  other 
felons  to  Botany  Bay,  and  in  consequence 
he  was  compelled  to  make  the  present 
application  to  the  House  for  relief. 

Sir  If.  ilfonlgomery  said,  that  he  had 
heard  something  of  this  case ;  and  if  the  pe- 
titioner did  not  deserve  transportation  for 
bigamy,  he  did  for  swindling;  for  he  had, 
on  a  former  occasion,  been  married  in 
Ireland,  by  a  respectable  dissenting  mi* 
nister,  Mr.  Black,  to  a  young  girl  who 
had  a  fortune  of  500/.;  after  he  got  this 
money,  he  deserted  the  girl,  and  never 
afibrded  her  the  smallest  support. 

Mr.  Addmgton  hoped  the  learned  gen- 
tleman would  withdraw  the  petition,  as 
the  case  of  the  petitioner  waa  at  present 
under  consideration. 

Dr.  Duigcnan  said,  that  the  marriage 
of  a  minor  in  Ireland  could  not  be  set 
aside,  according  to  the  laws  of  that  coun- 
try (which  he  presumed  was  proved  by 
Dr.  Black  upon  the  petitioner's  trial),  on- 
less  a  suit  for  that  purpose  was  commenced 
within  twelve  montha  after  such  marriage 
had  been  celebrated.  But  this-  was  not 
stated  to  have  been  the  case  with  reaped 
to  the  petitioner* 

Mr.  Lockkari  recommended  the  consi- 
deration of  the  petitioner's  case. 

Mr.  Baihurti  seconded  the  suggestion 
of  his  right  hon.  relative  (Mr.  Addington), 
adding,  that  should  the  learned  gentleman 
withdraw  the  petition,  he  might  of  course 
present  it  again,  if  the  decision  of  the 
executive  government  should  not  be  agree* 
able  to  his  judgment 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  after  animadverting 
upon  the  extraordinary  doctrine  of  the 
hon.  baronet,  that  because  arman  had  been 
guilty  of  a  certain  offence,  he  ought  to  be 
punished  for  that  of  which  he  had  not 
been  guilty  ;  and  also  upon  the  opinioQ 
of  the  learned  judge  (Dr.  Doigenan),  that 
the  House  should  decide  upon  what  he 
*'  presumed"  a  certain  witness  to.  have 
deposed  upon  the  trial  of  the  petitioner; 
consented  to  withdraw  the  petition,  upon 
the  understanding  that  the  .  right  hon. 
gentleman  would  let  him  know  when  the 
proper  department  should  have  decided 
upon  the  appeal  of  the  petitioner,  who 
was  induced  to  request  the  presentation  of 
this  petition  to  the  House,  apprehending 
that  from  the  delay  of  any  answer  to  bis 
application  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  hf 
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might  be  sent  out  of  thQ  coaotry  with 
other. coDTiotSt  vrho^  it  was  anderstood« 
were  about  to  sail. 

Motion  bbspecting  Aliens.]  Sir  JoA» 
Newport  roie*  pursuant  to  bis  notice,  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  letter 
from  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Home  Department,  to  the  Colonial  De- 
partment, respecting  the  admission  of 
alieos  into  this  country.-  In  all  periods 
of  our  history,  the  Legislature  bad  taken 
care  to  keep  open  the  ports  and  harbours 
of  Great  Britain,  for  distressed  strangers ; 
and  it  was  the  glory  of  this  couatry,  that 
when  protection  could  not  be  afforded  to 
them  by  other  nations,  they  were  sure  of 

k  finding  an  asylum  here.  At  an  early 
period  of  the  French  roTolution,  precau- 
tionary measures  were  adopted ;  and 
though  it  was  not  incumbent  on  him  to 
discuss  the  propriety  of  that  law,  yet  it 
was'  material  to  observe,  that  the  Legis* 
lature  had  placed  strict  guards  over  those 
who  were  entrusted  with  the  exercise  of 
its  powers.  .  Thii  was  enough  to  shew  the 
jealousy  of  Parliament  on  Uie  subject. 
With  the  first  Freivch  war  the  first  Alien 
Act  expired ;  it  was  revived  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  second  French 
war,  and  nearly  in,  the  same  form  and 
manner,  and  with  the  same  powers  and 
restrteiiona,  as  the  former  Act.  What, 
then,  was  the  surprise  of  himself  and  of 
several  other  members,  when  they  found, 
on  the  discussion  of  the  conduct  of  sir 
James  Doff,  that  the  following  letters  were 
laid  before  the  House?  The  first  was  a 
copy  of  a  dispatch  from  lord  Bathnrst  to 
sir  James  Dufi^ dated  November  29,  IS  14, 
to  this  effect : — '•  Sir ;  It  having  been  re- 
presented to  his  Mnjesty^s  government, 
that  you  4iave  directed  the  masters  of 
ftll  British  vessels  touching  at  Cadix, 
not  to  depart  from  that  port  with  any 
Spanish  subjects  on  board,  unless  such 
Spanish  subjects  should  be  provided  with 
•your  passport,  or  with  one  from  the  go- 

*  vernment  of  Spain,  I  am  to  request  that 
you  will  acquaint  me  how  far  this  is 
founded  on  fact,''  &c.  In  answer,  sir 
James  Duff  wrote  as  follows:  '*  1  beg 
leave  CS^  represent  to  your  lordship,  that 
in  virtue  of  the  orders  of  his  Majesty's 
government,  it  has  been  the  practice  at 
this  port,  since  June  1813,  to  allow  no 
aliens  to  go  passengers  in  British  merchant 
vessels  or  packets*  lo  any  of  his  Majesty's 
domtoibns,  unless  provided  with  proper 
passports,  sanctioned    by  his   Majesty's 
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ambassador  whilst  he  resided  there,  and 
since  then  by  me ;  and  that,  to  prevent 
the  possibility  of  any  evasion,  British 
subjects  were  requested  to  conform  to  that 
regulation.  At  the  request  of  the  go* 
vernor  of  this  city,  I  renewed  that  order» 
&c.''  Then  came  the  letter  from  J»  H« 
Addington^esq.  to  Edward  Cooke,  esq.  to 
which  sir  James  Duff  had  referred  in  jus- 
tification of  his  conduct :  it  was  dated 
May  4»  1813,  more  than  eighteen  months 
before  lord  Bathurst's  dispatch^  and  was 
to  the  following  purport:  **  Sir;  in  order 
to  prevent,  as  tar  as  may  be  practicable^ 
the  introduction  from  the  Continent,  of 
aliens  of  suspicious  character  into  this 
country  and  its  dependencies,  it  appears 
to  lord  Sidmouth  desirable,  that  iostroc* 
tions  should  be  given  to  his  Majesty's 
ministers  at  foreign  courts,  and  to  the 
British  consuls  and  agents  on  the  Conti« 
nent,  to  require  that  such  persons  as  may 
propose  to  embark  for  any  part  of  this 
British  dominions,  should,  in  the  first  in- 
stance,  apply  to  them  to  be  farniahked 
with  passports  for  that  purpose;  and  ilia 
lordship  is  also  of  opinion  that,  in  all  casee, 
when  either  the  character  of  the  persoa 
applying  for  such  passport,  ok  the  object 
which  he  has  in  view,  may  be  obyeotioa* 
able,  it  would  be  expedient  to  refuse  iL 
N.  B.  A  printed  copy  of  this  letter  was 
forwarded  on  the  6th  of  May,  1813,  from 
the  Foroign  Office,  to  all  his  Majesty's 
consuls  in  foreign  ooantries,  for  their 
guidance."*  Now,  he  would  ask  ths 
House,  whether  there  ever  existed  a  case 
in  which  such  extensive  powers  were  ao 
delegated,  or  conveyed '  in  a  manner  ao 
loose  and  improper  ?  But  there  was  som^ 
thing  further,  which  marked  it  mors 
strongly.  It  would  have  been  a  great 
dereliction  of  duty  not  to  have  commooi- 
cated  to  the  House  the  reasons  of  taking 
such  an  extraordinary  step ;  but  between 
the  interval  of  writing  this  letter  and  the 
discovery  of  it,  the  Alien  Act,  which 
would  have  expired,  was  re-enacted  and 
brought  specially  before  the  House.  Was 
not  that  the  period  at  which  this  letter 
should  have  been  submitted  to  the  House  ? 
Was  it  not  proper,  as  the  question  did  not 
pass  sub  sUeniio,  and  some  of  his  Miyesty^s 
ministers  participated  in  the  debate,  that 
this  measure  should  have  been  commani* 
cated  ?    During*  that  time,  this  circular 

*  For  copies  of  the  several  documents 
referred  to  in  the  course  of  this  debate^ 
see  Vol.  xxixy  pp.  d96j  740« 
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letur  WM  in  force }  snd  when  the  Bill 
for  continoiOK  the  Alien  Act  was  nib- 
mitted  to  the  Home,  no  notice  was  taken 
with  respect  to  pauports  for  foreigners 
who  wished  to  come  to  this  coontry.  On 
the  contrary,  there  were  passages  directly 
DegatiTing  the  possibility  of  socb  a  thing 
as  passports  having  been  granted.  The 
House  knew  nothing  of  that  fact,  and 
would  not  have  known  of  it  at  present,  if 
sir  James  Dnff  had  not  relied  on  this  letter 
for  his  jostification.  Bot  if  the  Legislatore, 
for  good  and  wise  reasons,  thought  proper 
to  depart  from  a  general  system,  and  to 
intrust  to  the  highest  offices  of  this  coon* 
Iry  a  temporary  power  under  the  Alien 
Act,  was  it  fit  that  the  Secretaries  of  State 
should  delegate  any  of  those  powers  with* 
oot  the  authority  of  Parliament?  And 
who  were  the  persons  to  whom  such  powers 
were  delegated  ?  He  wished  the  House  to 
consider  the  situation  in  which  consuls  in 
foreign  countries  were  placed.  It  was 
justly  remarked  by  an  hon.  and  learned 
friend  of  his*  on  a  former  occasion,  that  if 
such  a  power  had  been  entrusted  to  con* 
sots  at  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of 
Nantes,  none  of  the  victims  of  Louis  the 
14th's  tyranny  would  haTo  made  their 
escape  out  of  France.  It  could  not  be 
deniedi  how  respectable  soever  the  cha- 
racters of  some  of  those  consuls  might  be, 
that  many  temptations  might  induce  them 
to  co-operate  with  the  governments  of  those 
countries  in  which  they  resided.  Bot  it 
appeared  that  they  were  not  only  to  exa- 
mine into  the  characters  of  the  persons 
applyhig  for  passports,  but  also  into  the 
objects  which  they  had  in  Tiew*  Did  not 
the  House  perceive,  that  such  persons 
night  have  to  complain  of  the  conduct  of 
that  very  consul  to  whom  they  were  to 
apply  ?  Was  it  not  monstrous,  then,  that 
the  power  of  refusing  passports  should  be 
vested  in  such  hands  ?  Yet  this  was  not 
all ;  many  of  the  consuls  were  engaged 
in  commercial  speculations,  and  it  might 
happen,  that  the  party  who  wanted  to 
come  to  this  country  wished  to  embark  in 
a  similar  branch  of  trade.  It  was,  there- 
fore, a  hieh  breach  of  duty  in  the  great 
officers  of  state  to  commit  the  execution 
of  their  powers  to  any  such  persons,-* 
powers  which  they  exercised  in  this  coon- 
try under  the  control  of  the  Legislaiure. 
It  was  sufficient  for  him  to  show,  that  in 
no  one  part  of  the  Act  was  there  any  thing 

*  Sir  James  Mackintosh.    Bee  Vol.  5B9, 
p.  IU5. 
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like  a  power  for  them  to  shift  the  respon* 
sibility  from  themselves,  or  raiher  to  de» 
legate  the  powers  of  the  Act  to  any  other 
persons.  It  would  be  incumbent  on  the 
House  to  mark  their  sense  of  that  trans- 
action,  and  ho  would  therefore  submit  his. 
motion  to  them.  The  right  hon.  baronet 
then  moved : 

1.  **  That  it  appears  to  this  House^ 
from,  documents  laid  before  it,  that  in« 
structions  were  issued,  on  the  6th  of 
May,  I8IS,  from  thosoffice  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  affiitrs,  on  the  re- 
commendation of  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  department,  to  all  his  Ma«i 
jesty's  ministers  and  consuls  in  foreign 
countries,  to  reqt^ire  that  such  aliens  as 
might  propose  to  embark  for  any  part  of 
the  British  dominions  should  apply  to  be 
furnished  with  passports  for  that  purpose  i 
and  that  in  all  cases  when  either  the  cha* 
racter  of  the  person  applying  for  such 
passports,  or  the  object  which  he  bad  in 
view,  may  be  deemed  objectionable,  it 
would  be  expedient  to  refose  it : 

2.  "  That  no  communication  whatever 
was  made  to  Parliament  of  such  Instrnc* 
tions  haring  been  issued  until  the  14th  of 
Febmary,  1815,  a  pesiod  of  nearly  two 
years,  and  then  only  in  consequence  of 
an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  sir  James 
Duff,  consul-general  at  Cadis,  on  a  subject 
incidentally  connected  tberewitb»  although 
a  Bill  for  renewal  of  the  Alien  Act,  under 
certain  modiBcations  (in  aid  of  which  Ac| 
such  instructions  were  avowedly  issued), 
was  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  botk 
Houses  of  Parliament,  and  passed  into  a 
law  in  the  month  of  July,  1814;  neither 
was  any  notice  Uken  in  the  said  Act  of 
any  passports  having  been  required  to  be 
procured  by  such  aliens  as  might  arrive 
m  the  United  Kingdom  conformably  to 
such  instructions : 

S.  '<  That  the  extraordinary  powcia 
intrusted  by  the  Alien  Act  to  the  prio* 
cipal  Secretaries  of  State  in  Great  Britain^ 
or  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or  his  Chief  Secre^ 
tary  in  Ireland,  to  be  exercised  under  the 
immediate  view  and  control  of  Parliament, 
could  be  only  warranted  by  the  exigency 
of  the  case,  and  ought  not  in  any  degree, 
or  imder  any  circumstances,  to  mit  been 
delegated  by  those  great  officers  of  state 
to  any  other  pertonsy  without  the  know* 
lege  and  authority  of  Parliament;  atiU 
less  shouki  they  have  enabled  all  the  con- 
sols residing  in  foreign  coontrfiea-to  pfw* 
hibit,  at  their  discretion,  the  embarkation 
of  aliens  for  the  United  Kingdom ;  a  powor 
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alitfns  could  be  CBrefolly  examined  hy 
ihe  Government,  if  they  did  not  bring 
with  them'  a  passport  or  any  primd  fack 
recommendation  ? 

Sir  «/•  MadHntofh  contended,  that  the 
extract  from  Blaokstone,  which  had  been 
read  by  the  right  boni  gentleman,  did  not 
at  all  apply  to  the  present  question. 
When  PuiSendorf  stated  the  right  of  every 
state,  he  only  meant  the  inherent  right  of 
every  nation  to  take  measures  for  its  own 

E reservation.  Poffendorf  could  not  have 
ad  in  his  contemplation,  how  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown  in  England  was 
restrained  in  its  exercise  by  Parliament. 
Certainly  there  waa  a  power  in  this  coun- 
try as  well  as  in  every  other,  to  exclude 
such  strangers  as  were  conceived  to  be 
dangerous.  The  exercise  of  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  was  here  restrained  in 
this  instance,  as  in  many  others,  by  acts 
of  parliament.  Adverting  to  former  pe- 
riods, he  inquired  what  would  have  been 
thought,  had  the  unfortunate  beings  who 
fled  from  the  tyranny  of  Robespierre, 
been  refused  an  asylum,  and  been  sent 
back  to  the  scaffold }  In  proportion  to 
the  severity  of  a  law,  should  be  the  lenity 
with  which  it  was  understood  and  put  in 
force.  And  more  particularly  should  a 
suspension  of  a  law,  founded  on  one  of  the 
most  important  clauses  of  Magna  Charta; 
be  guarded  from  a  loose  and  undefined 
construction.  The  whole  body  of  consols 
and  vice-consuls  amounted  to  about  23  in 
number.  It  was  not  fitting  that  they  should 
be  entrusted  with  the  power  that  had  been 
vested  in  them.  Five  or  six  of  them  were 
natives  of  the  countries  in  which,  they 
acted;  and  it  was  highly  Improper  that 
they  should  be  empowered  to  shut  the 
doors  of  British  humanity  and  hospitality 
on  all  those  who  requested  admission. 

The  SoHcUor  General  contended,  that 
the  authority  of  sir  William  Blackstone 
had  been  properly  quoted;  for  though 
Pttflendorf,  to  whom  he  had  referred,  had 
written  on  the  general  law  of  nations,  sir 
William  had  applied  his  reasonings  to  the 
positive  law  of  this  country.  There  was 
no  doubt  but  the  Crown  enjoyed  the  power 
of  deciding  whether  aliens  should  be  here 
or  DO.  The  letter  did  not  act  as  a  pre- 
vention to  the  setting  out  of  foreigners  for 
this  country,  but  as  a  salutary  caution; 
for  should  they  apply  in  vain  to  our  con- 
suls for  passports,  they  were  still  at  liberty 
to  proceed  to  this  country,  with  this  dis- 
advantage only,  that  they  would  be  sub* 
jected,  on  their  arriral  nerci  to  thoae  in- 


quiries which  would  not  have  been  made 
bad  they  been  possessed  of  a  passport. 

Mr.  Bennet  supported  the  motion,  and 
alluded  to  the  case  of  a  distinaoished 
member  of  the  Cortes,  now  residing  in 
honourable  poverty  in  this  country,  for 
whom  sir  James  DoflT  sent  a  search  war* 
rant  on  board  the  merchant  ships  in  the 
port  of  Cadiz,  which,  however,  he  hap« 
pily  escaped.  British  consols  should  not 
thus  be  permitted  to  disgrace  both  them* 
selves  and  their  country. 

Mr.  Wynn  rested  his  objection  to  foreign 
consuls  being  vested  with  the  power  of 
refusing  pa^ports,  mainly  on  the  ground 
that  they  did  not  resemble  responsible 
ambassadors;  hut  as  many  of  them  car* 
ried  on  trade  on  their  own  account,  and 
might  have  mercantile  prejudices  and  jea* 
loosies  to  gratify,  they  might  abuse  their 
power  to  forward  their  own  speculations. 
The  House  then  divided  :— 
For  Sir  J.  Newport's  motion  ...  21 

For  the  previous  question 08 

Mrtjority — 47 

Motion  nispECTiNo  Don  Anselmo 
CoaaaiA.]  Mr.  Wkitbrcad  then  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  case  of  a 
Portuguese  gentleman,  named  Correta, 
who,  some  years  siocCi  was  sent  out  of 
this  country,  under  the  Alien  Act.  He 
observed,  that,  in  addition  to  what  he  had 
before  stated,  he  had  been  positively  in- 
formed, that  no  native  of  Portugal  waa 
suffered  to  remain  in  ibis  country,  except 
he  was  furnished  with  a  licence  from  the 
Portuguese  resident  at  this  Court,  and  that 
the  person  in  question,  having  offended 
the  Portuguese  resident,  was  refused  the 
necessary  protection.  This  circumstance, 
he  conceived,  ought  to  be  folly  explained. 
When  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  on  a 
former  occasion,  moved  for  a  renewal  of 
the  Alien  Act,  he  (Mr.  Wbitbread)  and 
several  of  his  friends  demanded  informa- 
tion on  one  or  two  transactions  that  had 
taken  place  under  this  law;  and  they  were 
answered,  that  they  might  as  well  call 
for  explanation  with  respect  to  all  the 
cases  of  aliens  sent  out  of  the  country,  as 
confine  themselves  to  those  particular  in- 
.stances.  He  thought  it  would  have  been' 
%,  very  desirable  thing,  if  they  could  have 
procured  such  extensive  information,  for 
he  had  no  doubt  that  many  abuses  of  the 
Act  had  taken  place.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man concluded  by  moving,  "  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
highocM  the  Prince  Regeoi»  that  he  wilt 
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be  graciously  pleMed  to  give  directions 
that  there  be  Uid  before  this  Hoose,  copies 
of  all  correspondence  which  may  have 
passed  between  bis  Majesty's  principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, John  Reeves,  esq.  of  the  Alien- 
office,  and  his  excellency  the  Portuguese 
minister  resident  at  the  court  of  London, 
touching  Don  Anselmo  Correia,  a  Portu- 

Siiese,  some  time  since  sent  out  of  this  king- 
om  under  the  provisions  of  the  Alien  Act^ 
then  in  force,  together  with  copies  of  all 
letters  or  remonstrances  addressed  by  the 
said  Don  Anselmo  Correia  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  or  the  Alien-office,  and  the  an- 
swers thereto,  if  any,  together  with  the 
date  of  his  departure  from  this  country." 

Mr.  AddmgtoH  contended,  that  the  bon. 
member  had  not  made  out  any  prtmd  fack 
case  whaterer,  to  induce  the  House  to 
agree  to  his  motion.  With  respect  to  the 
sending  Correia  out  of  the  country,  he 
appeared  to  know  little  more  than  that 
such  a  circumstance  had  taken  place,  and 
he  was  quite  incorrect  in  his  statement  of 
the  grounds  which  occasioned  that  pro* 
ceedtng. 

Mr.  FFiM^Afrad.— What  were  the  grounds? 

Mr.  Addington.'^Yitj  were  sufficient 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  act 
as  he  had  done. 

Sir  /.  2ViRfipor<.— Does  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  mean  to  say,  that  because  the 
Secretary  of  State  thought  there  were 
sufficient  grounds  to  justify  this  proceed- 
ing, there  was,  therefore,  no  necessity  for 
^  the  House  being  acquainted  with  them  ? 

Mr.  Addimgicn. — It  is  evident  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  acted  on  the  presump- 
tion, that  something  improper  had  been 
done  by  Correia ;  and,  in  such  a  case,  I 
am  sure  the  House  will  not  consent  to  in- 
torfere. 

Mr.  Goidbym  said«  the  bon.  gentleman 
had  made  a  charge,  founded  on  informa- 
tion he  had  received ;  the  truth  of  that  in- 
formation was  denied  ;  and,  he  conceived, 
the  dental  on  the  one  side  would  be  con- 
sidered as  fully  equivalent  to  the  assertion 
on  the  other.  If  it  were  necessary  for 
the  House  to  examine  all  the  cases  of 
aliens  who  had  been  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try, then  certainly  this  instance  ought  to 
be  investigated  along  with  the  rest;  bat 
he  saw  nothing  in  the  case  now  brought 
before  them  which  called  for  any  marked 
distinction.  He  certainly  would  not  go 
into  the  particulars  of  the  transaction; 
but  he  would  state,  that,  though  Correia 
had  writtea  a  libel  agaimt  the  rortoguese 


government,  he  was  not  sent  out  of  this 
country  on  that  account. 

Sir  Samuei  RomiUy  thought,  that  as 
abuse  had  been  imputed,  there  was  a  dis- 
tinction between  this  and  th^  other  cases 
under  the  Alien  Act.  The  powers  given 
by  the  Act  wero  so  extensive,  that  they 
required  some  interference  of  the  House. 
In  the  case  of  De  Berenger  papers  had 
been  seized,  for  which  there  was  no  autho- 
rity either  in  the  Alien  Act,  or  the  com<r 
mon  law. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived  without 
a  division. 

CoNcaBss  AT  Vienna.]  Mr.  PanMotJiy 
wished  to  know,  from  the  noble  lord  oppo- 
site, who,  he  understood,  intended  to  move, 
to-morrow,  that  the  House  should  adjourn 
till  Monday  se'nnigbt,  whether  the  papers 
relative  to  the  Congress  at  Vienna,  which 
he  intimated  his  intention  of  laying  before 
the  House,  would  be  ready  for  the  use  of 
members  before  the  recess  ;  and  whether 
it  was  his  intention  to  lay  before  the  House 
the  instructions  given  to  lord  William 
Bentinck  ? 

Lord  Casihrtagh  said,  he  had  foamed, 
on  inquiry,  that  the  papers  would  not  be 
ready  so  soon  :  they  should,  however,  be 
laid  on  the  table  as  early  as  possible. 
With  respect  to  the  Instructions  given  to 
lord  W.  Bentinck,  they  would  be  pro^ 
duced ;  and,  if  the  information  thus  af- 
forded, was  not  sufficient,  gentlemen  were 
at  liberty  to  call  for  any  other  documents 
they  pleased. 

Mr.  Pmuonhy  said,  it  was  then  impossible 
that  he  could  fix  a  precise  day  for  a  mo- 
tion which  he  intended  to  bring  forward 
respecting  those  papers.  He  should, 
therefore,  give  notice  generally,  that  after 
the  recess  he  should  bring  forward  a  mo- 
tioif  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said,  a  declaration  had 
been  published,  in  the  newspapers  of  ihat 
day,  purporting  to  be  a  Declaration  of  the 
Congress,  by  which  the  proceedings  of 
that  body  were  stated  to  have  terminated. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  that  paper 
was  authentic,  and  whether  the  ministers 
and  sovereigns  assembled  were  now  pro- 
ceeding to  their  respective  homes  to  govern 
under  the  principles  there  determined  on* 

Lord  Caakreagh  said,  that  the  present 
was  a  specimen  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
hon.  member's  system  of  questions  was 
carried.  He  (lord  C.)  bad  recently  de- 
clared that  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
gress had  not  yet  terminated,  and  the  state 
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aliens  could  be  carefally  examined  by 
ihe  GoTernment,  if  they  did  not  bring 
with  tbefn>  a  passport  or  any  pHmd  fwk 
recommendation  ? 

Sir «/.  Mackintosh  contended,  that  the 
extract  from  Blaokstone,  which  had  been 
read  by  the  right  hon;  gentleman,  did  not 
at  all  apply  to  the  present  question. 
When  PuiOFendorf  stated  the  right  of  every 
state,  be  only  meant  the  inherent  right  of 
tYery  nation  to  Uke  measures  for  its  own 

E reservation.  Poffendorf  could  not  have 
ad  in  bis  contemplation,  how  the  pre* 
rogative  of  the  Crown  in  England  was 
restrained  in  its  exercise  by  Parliament. 
Certainly  there  was  a  power  in  this  coun- 
try as  well  as  in  every  other,  to  exclude 
such  strangers  as  were  conceived  to  be 
dangerous.  The  exercise  of  the  preroga- 
tive of  the  Crown  was  here  restrained  in 
Ibis  instance,  as  in  many  others,  by  acts 
of  parliament  Adverting  to  former  pe- 
riods, be  inquired  what  would  have  been 
thought,  bad  the  unfortunate  beings  who 
fled  from  the  tyranny  of  Robespierre, 
been  refused  an  asylum,  and  been  sent 
back  to  the  scaffold?  In  proportion  to 
tbe  severity  of  a  law,  should  be  the  lenity 
with  which  it  was  understood  and  put  in 
force.  And  more  particularly  should  a 
suspension  of  a  law,  founded  on  one  of  the 
most  important  clauses  of  Magna  Charta; 
be  guarded  from  a  loose  and  undefined 
construction.  The  whole  body  of  consuls 
and  vice-consuls  amounted  to  about  23  in 
number.  It  was  not  fitting  that  they  should 
be  entrusted  with  the  power  that  had  been 
vested  in  them.  Five  or  six  of  them  were 
natives  of  the  countries  in  which,  they 
acted;  and  it  was  highly  improper  that 
they  should  be  empowered  to  shut  the 
doors  of  British  humanity  and  hospitality 
on  all  those  who  requested  admission. 

The  SoKcitor  General  contended,  that 
the  authority  of  sir  William  Blackstone 
bad  been  properly  quoted;  for  though 
P^iflendorf,  to  whom  he  had  referred,  had 
written  on  the  general  law  of  nations,  sir 
William  had  applied  his  reasonings  to  the 
positive  law  of  this  country.  There  was 
no  doubt  but  the  Crown  enjoyed  the  power 
of  deciding  whether  aliens  should  be  here 
or  no.  The  letter  did  not  act  as  a  pre- 
vention to  the  setting  out  of  foreigners  for 
this  countr}',  but  as  a  salutary  caution; 
for  should  they  apply  in  vain  to  our  con- 
suls for  passports,  they  were  still  at  liberty 
to  proceed  to  this  country,  with  this  dis- 
advantage only,  that  they  would  be  sub- 
jected,  on  their  arrifal  berci  to  those  in- 


quiries which  would  not  have  been  made 
had  they  been  possessed  of  a  passport. 

Mr.  Bennet  supported  the  motion,  and 
alluded   to  the  case  of  a  distinguished 
member  of  the  Cortes,  now  residing  in 
honourable  poverty  in  this  country,  for 
whom  sir  James  Duff  sent  a  search  war* 
rant  on  board  the  merchant  ships  in  the 
port  of  Cadiz,  which,  however,  he  hap* 
pily  escaped.     British  consols  should  not 
thus  be  permitted  to  disgrace  both  them* 
selves  and  their  country. 

Mr.  Wynm  rested  his  objection  to  foreign 
consuls  being  vested  with  the  power  of 
refusing  passports,  mainly  on  the  ground 
that  they  did  not  resemble  responsible 
ambassadors;    but  as  many  of  them  car- 
ried on  trade  on  their  own  account,  and 
might  have  mercantile  prejudices  and  jea* 
lousies  to  gratify,  they  might  abuse  their 
power  to  forward  their  own  speculations. 
The  House  then  divided  i-^ 
For  Sir  J.  Newport's  motion  ...  21 
For  the  previous  question  ••••••  08 

Majority — 47 

Motion  acspacTtNo  Don  Ansblmo 
CoRHBiA.]  Mr.  Whitbread  then  called  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  c^se  of  a 
Portuguese  gentleman,  named  Correia, 
who,  some  years  sincci  was  sent  out  of 
this  country,  under  the  Alien  Act.  He 
observed,  that,  in  addition  to  what  he  had 
before  stated,  he  had  been  positively  in* 
formed,  that  no  native  of  Portugal  was 
suffered  to  remain  in  ibis  country,  except 
he  was  furnished  with  a  licence  from  the 
Portuguese  resident  at  this  Court,  and  that 
the  person  in  question,  having  offended 
the  Portuguese  resident,  was  refused  the 
necessary  protection.  This  circumstance, 
he  conceived,  ought  to  be  folly  explained. 
When  the  right  bon.  gentleman,  on  a 
former  occasion,  moved  for  a  renewal  of 
the  Alien  Act,  he  (Mr.  Whitbread)  and 
several  of  his  friends  demanded  informa- 
tion on  one  or  two  transactions  that  had 
taken  place  under  this  law;  and  they  were 
answered,  that  they  might  as  well  call 
for  explanation  with  respect  to  all  the 
cases  of  aliens  sent  out  of  the  country,  as 
confine  themselves  to  those  particular  in- 
stances. He  thought  it  would  have  been 
%  very  desirable  thing,  if  they  could  have 
procured  such  extensive  information,  for 
he  had  no  doubt  that  many  abuses  of  the 
Act  had  taken  place.  The  bon.  gentle- 
man concluded  by  moving,  '*  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
htghnctt  the  Prince  Regent^  that  lie  will* 
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be  gracioosly  pleMed  to  give  dir^ctiom 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  copies 
of  all  correspondence  which  may  ha?e 
passed  between  his  Majesty's  principal 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, John  ReefeSf  esq.  of  the  Alien- 
office,  and  his  excellency  the  Portuguese 
minister  resident  at  the  court  of  London, 
touching  Don  Anselmo  Correia,  a  Portu* 

Juese,  some  time  since  sent  out  of  this  king- 
om  under  the  proTisions  of  the  Alien  Act^ 
then  in  force,  together  with  copies  of  all 
letters  or  remonstrances  addressed  by  the 
said  Don  Anselmo  Correia  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  or  the  Alien-office,  and  the  an- 
swers thereto,  if  any,  together  with  the 
date  of  his  departure  from  this  country." 

Mr.  Addmgton  contended,  that  the  bon. 
member  had  not  made  out  any  prtmd  facie 
case  whatever,  to  induce  the  House  to 
agree  to  bis  motion.  With  respect  to  the 
tending  Correia  out  of  the  country,  he 
appeared  to  know  little  more  than  that 
such  a  circumstance  bad  taken  place,  and 
he  was  quite  incorrect  in  his  statement  of 
the  grounds  which  occasioned  that  pro» 
ceeding. 

Mr.  ffWr^od.— 'What  were  the  grounds? 

Mr.  Addif^tott.'^Thtj  were  sufficient 
to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  State  to  act 
as  he  had  done. 

Sir  /•  JVotiporf.— -Does  the  right  bon. 
gentleman  mean  to  say,  that  because  the 
Secretary  of  State  thought  there  were 
sufficient  grounds  to  justify  this  proceed- 
ing, there  was,  therefore,  no  necessity  for 
the  House  being  acquainted  with  them  ? 

Mr.  Addingtcn, — It  is  evident  that  the 
Secretary  of  State  acted  on  the  presump- 
tion, that  something  improper  had  been 
done  by  Correia ;  and,  in  such  a  case,  I 
am  sure  the  House  will  not  consent  to  in- 
tarfere. 

Mr.  GciuBnifn  said^the  hon.  gentleman 
had  made  a  charge,  founded  on  informa- 
tion he  had  received;  the  truth  of  that  in- 
formation was  denied  ;  and,  he  conceived, 
the  denial  on  the  one  side  would  be  con- 
sidered as  folly  eottivalent  to  the  assertion 
on  the  other.  Ir  it  were  necessary  for 
the  House  to  examine  all  the  cases  of 
aliens  who  had  tieen  sent  out  of  the  coun- 
try, then  certainly  this  instance  ought  to 
be  investigated  along  with  the  rest;  but 
he  saw  nothing  in  the  case  now  brought 
before  them  which  called  for  any  marked 
distinction.  He  certainly  would  not  go 
into  the  particulars  of  the  transaction; 
but  he  would  state,  that,  though  Correia 
had  writlMi  a  libel  against  the  Fortugaese 


government,  he  wu  not  sent  out  of  this 
country  on  that  account. 

Sir  Samitei  Homilfy  thought^  that  as 
abuse  had  been  imputed,  there  was  a  dis- 
tinction between  this  and  tb^  other  cases 
under  the  Alien  Act.  The  powers  given 
by  the  Act  were  so  extensive,  that  they 
required  some  interference  of  the  House. 
In  the  case  of  De  Berenger  papers  had 
been  seized,  for  which  there  was  no  autho- 
rity either  in  the  Alien  Act^  or  the  com* 
fflon  law. 

The  motion  was  then  negatived  without 
a  division. 

CoNGasss  AT  Vienna.]  Mr.  Pomoufy 
wished  to  know,  from  the  noble  lord  oppo« 
site,  who,  he  understood,  intended  to  move, 
to-morrow,  that  the  House  should  adjourn 
till  Monday  se'nnight,  whether  the  papers 
relative  to  the  Congress  at  Vienna,  which 
he  intimated  his  intention  of  laying  before 
the  HooKe,  would  be  ready  for  the  use  of 
members  before  the  recess  ;  and  whether 
it  was  his  intention  to  lay  before  the  House 
the  instructions  given  to  lord  William 
Bentinck  ? 

Lord  Casilsreagh  said,  he  had  teamed, 
on  inquiry,  that  the  papers  would  not  be 
ready  so  soon  :  they  should,  however,  t>e 
laid  on  the  table  as  early  as  possible. 
With  respect  to  the  instructions  given  to 
lord  W.  Bentinck,  they  would  be  pro^ 
duced ;  and,  if  the  information  thus  af- 
forded, was  not  sufficient,  gentlemen  were 
at  liberty  to  call  for  any  other  documents 
they  pleased. 

Mr.  PofuoR^  said,  it  was  then  impossible 
that  he  could  fix  a  precise  day  for  a  mo* 
tion  which  he  intended  to  bring  forward 
respecting  those  papers.  He  should, 
therefore,  give  notice  generally,  that  after 
the  recess  he  should  bring  forward  a  mo« 
tioif  on  that  subject. 

Mr.  Whiibread  said,  a  declaration  had 
been  published,  in  the  newspapers  of  that 
day,  purporting  to  be  a  Declaration  of  the 
Congress,  by  which  the  proceedings  of 
that  body  were  stated  to  have  terminated. 
He  wished  to  know  whether  that  paper 
was  authentic,  and  whether  the  ministers 
and  sovereigns  assembled  were  now  pro- 
ceeding to  their  respective  homes  to  govern 
under  the  principles  there  determined  on« 

Lord  Caakreagh  said,  that  the  present 
was  a  specimen  of  the  extent  to  which  the 
hon.  member's  system  of  questions  was 
carried.  He  (lord  C.)  had  recently  de- 
clared that  the  proceedings  of  the  Con- 
gress bad  not  yet  terminated,  and  the  state 


S31]    HOU^  OF  COMMONS, 

in  which  they  then  were,  and  now  the 
hon.  member  wished  to  know  whether 
that  Congress  had  issaed  another  declara- 
tion. The  Declaration  in  question  alluded 
to  a  state  of  things  which  did  not  exist— 
the  breaking-up  of  the  Congress. 

Mr.  Whitbread  wished  tp  understand  whe- 
ther or  no  the  declaration  was  authentic  ? 

Lord  CiutUred^hzM,  if  the  hon.  member 
.wished  to  know  whether  it  had  emanated 
from  the  Congress  at  Vienna^t  certainly 
had  not* 

.  Motion  respecting  the  Order  of  the 
Bath.]    Sir  Charles  Monck,  in  rising  to 
submit  to  the  House  his  promised  motion 
relative  to  the  late  extension  of  the  Order 
of  the  Bath,  regretted  that  a  subject  of  so 
serious  and  important  a  nature,  had  not 
been  taken  up  by  some  more  learned  and 
experienced  member  than  himself.    Fully 
impressed,  however,  with  the  necessity  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
Jate  modification  of  th^  Order  of  the  Bath, 
Jie  had  determined,  as  no  other  gentleman 
seemed  inclined  to  notice   it,  rather  to 
bring  ii  forward  himself,  under  every  risk, 
than  to  run  the  chance  of  its  not  being  at 
all  submitted  to  their  consideration.    In 
the  first  place,  he  wished  to  guard  agaihst 
•any  misapprehension  to  which  his  obser- 
vations, either  with  reference  to  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown,  or  to  the  rewards 
that  ought  to  be  conferred  on  military  and 
paval  officers,  might  give  rise.    For  the 
prerogatives  of  the  Crown  he  entertained 
the  highest  veneration  ;  and  no  man  was 
less  disposed  than  he  was,  to  ei\vy  those 
generous  persons  who  bad  so  gallantly 
fought  the  battles  of  their  country,  the 
rewards  which  were  so  justly  bestowed  on 
them.     The  hon.   baronet   then  entered 
into  a  history  of  the  Order  of  the  Bath, 
from  its  origin,  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
4th,  down  to  the  time  of  George  1,  when 
it  was  restored,  and  made  a  completely 
military  order — ^a  measure  of  which  he 
expressed  his  disapprobation.     At  that 
period,  as  appeared  from  *  Clarke's  His- 
tory of  Knighthood,'  the  knights'  compa- 
nions were  only  thirty-six,  though  they 
had   been  afterwards  greatly  increased. 
The  House,  he  conceived,  ought  to  look 
with  great  jealousy  at  the  recent  extension, 
which  only  opened  the  way  for  a  still 
greater  enlargement.     By  the  Charter  of 
the  Order  each  knight  wi^  bound  to  main- 
tain a  xertain  number  of  efficient  men ; 
and,  by  this  means,  a  powefc*  was  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Crown  to  raise  an 
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armed  force  surreptitiously ;  since  the 
King  could  call  on  every  knight  to  furnish 
him  with  a  specific  quota.  He  hoped  the 
papers  he  should  move  for  would  be 
granted,  because  they  would  enable  hioi 
to  show  how  much  at  variance  the  recent 
extension  of  the  Order  was  with  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  institution  wa^  origi* 
nally  established.  He  condemned, .  in 
strong  terms,  the  almost  utt^r  exclusion  of 
the  civil  classes  of  society,  under  the  new 
modification,  from  participating  in  the 
honours  of  this  Order— pointed  out  the 
mauy  inconveniences  that  mast  result 
from*  the  alteration  of  rank  which  it 
created  iA  this  country— and  concluded 
by  moving,  **  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  that  he  will  be  graciously, 
pleased  to  give  directions  that  there  1>e 
laid  before  this  House,  copies  of  all  letters 
patent  issued  by  his  late  majesty  King 
George  the  1st,  whereby  the  Order  of 
Knighthood  of  the  Bath  was  restored  and 
erected  into  a  regular  military  order,  and 
of  all  letters  patent  affecting  the  same 
since  issued  by  his  said  late  Majesty,  and 
his  successors,  kings  of  |hese  realms,  unto 
the  present  time,  and  also  of  the  letters 
patent,  or  other  instrument,  by  which  the 
said  Order  <^was  lately  modified  and  ex- 
tended." 

Lord  Casilereagh  argued,  that  it  was 
most  advantageous  for  the  public  service 
that  the  honours  objected  to  by  the  hon. 
baronet,  should  be  conferred  on  our  mili- 
tary and  naval  officers ;  the  events  of  the 
late  war  created^  he  said,  an  absolute 
necessity  that  some  distinguishing  marks 
of  approbation  should  be  appropriated  to 
them.  All  the  inconveniences  the  hon. 
baronet  had  stated,  as  arising,  with  respect 
to  precedence,  from  the  new  modification^ 
would  have  been  equally  felt  if  the  expe- 
dient of  creating  our  meritorious  officers, 
either  knights  or  baronets,  had  been  re« 
sorted  to— while  the  honour  would  not  be 
so  distinctly  military  as  it  now  was.  It 
was  wished,  that  the  persons  who  per- 
formed great  military  services  for  the 
country,  should  be  distinctly  pointed  out 
to  their  fel  low -citizens ;  and  no  mode 
appeared  so«  proper  for  that  purpose,  as 
that  which  had  been  pursued.  The  idea- 
was  by  no  means  new.  It  was  an  object ' 
to  which  Mr.  Pitt's  mind  had  been  ear- 
nestly directed  ;  and  towards  the  close  of 
his  life,  a  very  extensive  arrangement  was: 
contemplated,  to  hold  out  to  the  country- 
those  officers  who  had  signalized  them* 
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B^lves.  A  good  goard  agtiiut  the  too 
greati  extension  of  the  Order  was,  that  if 
those  honoars  were  too  profesely  granted^ 
they  would  lose  their  taliie.  But  on  the 
other  hand»  if  they  were  too  few,  his  Ma- 
jesty woald  not  ha? e  the  means  of  reward- 
ing services.  £?ery  precaution  bad  been 
adopted  to  guard  against  any  abuse  of  the 
Order.  Every  state  of  Europe  had  some 
Order  particularly  devoted  to  the  military. 
Every  person  knew  how  eagerly  in  Austria 
the  Order  of  Maria  Theresa^  and  in  Russia 
the  Order  of  St.  George,  were  desired  by 
the  armies  of  those  countries.  He  saw 
nothing  in  the  manner  in  which  the  Crown 
had  exercised  its  prerogative  on  the  pre- 
lent  occasion,  to  invite  Parliament  to  con- 
aider  it  as  an  abuse.  As  the  other  orders 
of  the  day  were  disposed  of,  he  should 
conclude  with  moving,  that  the  House  do 
now  adjourn. 

Mr.  Gordcm  contended,  that  in  time  of 
peace  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Legislature  of 
this  country  to  repress  rather  than  to 
encourage  any  attempt  to  give  too  great  a 
military  character  to  this  country.  They 
had  at  present  an  instance  in  a  neighbour- 
ing country  of  a  military  despotism 
trampling  on  the  wishes  of  the  people  of 
that  country.  He  complained  of  the 
attempt  to  separate  the  citiaen  from  the 
soldier ;  and  objected  to  the  measure  as 
an  imitation  of  foreign  manners,  of  foreign 
frippery  and  frivolity.  It  waa  only  such 
a.  constitution  of  mind  as  had  contrived 
the  late  exhibitions  in  the  Parks,  that  could 
imagine  this  piece  of  frivolity. 

Mr.  W,  Bathwu  defended  the  extension 
of  the  Order  as  the  only  fit  mode  of  honour- 
ing men  who  must  otherwise  have  been 
unrewarded,  and  whose  only. object  in 
life,  and  consolation  in  death,  was  honour. 
It  was  this  which  had  made  the  late  ruler 
of  France  so  popular  with  his  army.  If 
other  nations  had  found  out  that  soldiers 
were  pleased  with  these  honours,  why 
should  we  refuse  to  avail  ourselves  0/  such 
a  mode  of  rewarding  an  army  .merely  on 
that  account  r  He  should  certainly  oppose 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Wynn  said,  that  this  country  was 
difierently  circumstanced  from  those  fo- 
reign states,  where  military  orders  bad 
been  found  beneficial.  Wherever  a  nation 
was  a  military  nation,  there  ought  to  be 
military  orders ;  but  England  was  not  a 
military  nation.  In  Russia,  maids  of 
honour  ranked  as  m^ior-generals,'and  the 
chancellor  himself  was  a  field-marshal. 
BuoDapart6  had  6eea  alluded  to,  as  ren- 


dering himself  popular  to  the  army,  by 
the  creation  of  military  orders;  but  how 
deplorable  'were  the  consequences  of  his 
so  doing  likely  to  be  I  This  measure,  he 
Isaid,  might  ultimately  be  attended  with 
most  daogeroos  consequences  to  our  liber- 
ties. It  was  the  first  attempt  to  establisli 
exclusive  military  honours.  He  com* 
plained  of  the  inequality  with  which  they 
had  been  distributed  between  the  two 
services.  Out  of  180  knighu,  only  49 
belonged  to  the  navy.  He  instanced 
captain  Phillimore  as  a  person  who  ought 
not  to  have  been  overlooked  on  such  an 
occasion. 

Mr.  Bragge  Baihurst  said,  that  there 
should  have  been  some  better  ground 
shown  for  objecting  to  the  measure  than 
the  circumstance  that  foreign  nations  had 
orders  of  a  like  nature.  The  order  was  a 
reward  for  past  services,  and  a  stimulus  to 
future.  Buonapart6  had  created  a  vast 
military  power  in  a  great  measure  by 
means  of  orders  of  a  like  nature.  Would 
it  not  be  necessary  to  meet  and  counteract 
him  by  means  similar  to  his  own  ? 

Mr.  IVhitbread  said,  that  these  new 
honours  had  dissatisfied  every  lM)dv  and 
pleased  nobody ;  they  had  disgusted  those 
who  before  belonged  to  the  Order  of  the 
Bath,  and  those  who  bad  since  entered 
were  ashamed  to  shew  their  honours^ 
The  measure  had  revived  the  jealousy 
between  the  two  services.  Government 
had  been  more  than  just  to  the  army,  and 
done  less  than  justice  to  the  navy.  He 
participated  in  the  feeling  of  jealousy  at 
the  attempt  to  make  this  a  military  coon- 
try.  Was  the  duke  f  Wellington  bred 
at  a  military  college  t  or  lord  Lynedoch, 
or  sir  John  Moore  ?  There  was  not  one 
who  had  received  medals  who  would  not 
rather  continue  to  wear  them,  than  be 
adorned  with  this  distinction,  which  had 
been  diluted  almost  to  nothing.  Before 
the  French  Revolution,  the  Cross  of  St. 
Louis,  being  at  every  button-hole,  was  not 
worth  2j.  6J.  ;  and  in  Portugal  the  same 
distinction  was  worn  by  upper  servants. 
When  we  talked  of  the  splendid  services 
of  our  army,  we  ought  not  to  forget  those 
men  who  had  swept  the  seas  to  make  room 
for  that  army.  The  navy  was  now  con* 
genial  to  the  constitution  of  this  country. 
The  army  were  contented  with  their 
med/ls,  and  discontented  with  their  badgeS| 
and  rattier  ashamed  of  them. 

Mr.  Goulbum  observed,  that  it  was  not 
the  fact  that  the  army  had  been  honoured 
more  than  the  navy  i  the  distribution  to 
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the  two  services  had  been  nrade  with  strict 
reference  to  their  respective  numerical 
strengths  ;  and  on  this  principle  the  army 
had  only  twenty  knights-  more  than  the 
navy. 

Mr.  FofiMonbtf  wished  to  know  how  this 
ihodification  of  the  old  Order  of  the  Bath 
had  been  created.'  Was  it  in  yirtoe  of  a 
notification  in  the  Gazette  ?  In  looking  at 
the  history  of  the  country,  he  could  see 
that  no  change  had  been  effected  in  that 
Order,  except  through  ihe  instru mentality 
of  the  Great  Seal.  Then  he  wished  to 
Ascertain  in  what  manner  the  pleasure  of 
ihe  Crown*  had  in  the  present  instance 
been  executed.  Was  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington's opinion,  he  would  ask,  taken  in 
the  selection  of  the  officers  for  tfciis  distinc- 
tion ? — Were  navy  authorities  consulted 
for  their  quota  T  He  thought  not ;  for  if 
they  had,  the  omissions  which  had  oc- 
curred would  never  have  taken  place.  The 
whole  formation  and  arrangement  was,  he 
believed,  the  work  of  ministers  themselves. 
(Hear.)  In  his  opinion,  for  some  time  past 
there  existed  a  marked  partiality  to  the 
military  service,  in  preference  to  the  navy. 
(No,  no.)  Tn  bis  opinion  there  had,  and 
the  public  thought  so.  Nothing  was  more 
dangerous  than  this  distinction.  For  the 
army  he  entertained  the  highest  respect. 
He  believed  them  the  beai  in  the  world. 
(Hear,  hear.)  But  he  also  feh  that  they 
could  not  be  maintained  in  their  station, 
except  by  the  proper  and  firm  support  of 
the  nerval  character.  The  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman concluded  by  adverting  to  the 
illiberal  manner  in  which  the  new  honours 
had  been  distributed  between  the  two  ser- 
vices. 

Mr.  Welktlcy  Pole,  in  reply  to  the  ques- 
tion of  Mr.  Pqnsonby,  as  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  measure  had  been  produced, 
•aid,  that  the  order  had  been  regulated  as 
usual,  by  patent,  and  therefore  there  had 
been  no  unjust  exercise  of  the  prerogative. 
The  military  officers  had  been  selected 
from  those  whom  lord  Wellington  had  re- 
Commended  for  medals.  The  only  regular 
way,  on  the  part  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
opposite,  would  be,  not  to  insihuate  that 
any  thing  ipnproper  had  been  done;  but 
to  charge  and  make  a  motion.  He  justi- 
fied the  extent  of  the  Order,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  found,  even  in  Mr.  Pitt's  time, 
that  the  rewards  were  not  equal  to  the  gra- 
tification of  deserving  claimants. 

The  House  then,  without  a  division, 
agreed  to  lord  Castlereagh's  amendment, 
and  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

'  Thurtdatf,  March  23. 

Repoht  from  the  ComitTTEE  o^  Pri- 
vileges    BteSPECTINO    LoaD     COCHRANE.] 

Mr.  Rose  made  the  following  Report  from 
the  Committee' of  Privileges : 

"  The  Committee  of  Privileges,  to  whom 
the  Letter  of  William  Jones,  esquire. 
Marshal  of  the  Kings-bench  prison, 
stating,  '  that  he  had  taken  lord  Coch* 
rane  (who  had  made  his  escape  from 
out  of  the  King's-bench  prison)  ini6 
custody,  in  the  House  of  Commons/ 
was  referred  ;  and  who  wjere  to  exa* 
mine  the  matter  thereof,  and  to  report 
the  same,  together  with  their  opinioa 
thereupon;—- 

''  Having  read  the  Letter  from  the  Mar* 
shal  of  the  King's-bench  to  Mr.  Speaker, 
giving  an  account  of  his  having  arrested 
lord  Cochrane  within  the  walls  of  this 
House,  on  the  21st  instant,  proceeded  to 
inquire  into  the  circumstances  of  the  sub* 
ject  matter  referred  to  their  consideration : 

**  And  they  find, 

"  That  lord  Cochrane  having  been  in- 
dicted and  convicted  for  a  conspiracy, 
was  committed  by  the  court  of  King's- 
bench  on  the  2tst  day  of  June,  1814,  to 
the  prison  of  that  court,  to  remain  as  a 
prtsoner  there  for  the  space  of  twelve 
calendar  months;  which  period  will  not 
terminate  till  the  521st  day  of  June,  1815: 

**  That  from  the  date  of  the  said  com- 
mitment no  pardon,  nor  any  remission  of 
the  confinement  of  lord  Cochrane  had 
been  granted  : 

"  That  between  the  5th  day  of  March 
and  the  10th  day  of  March  last,  lord 
Cochrane  escaped  firom  the  prison  above 
mentioned,  and  remained  at  large  until 
the  21  St  of  this  month  : 

«*  That  on  the  day  last  mentioned,  lord 
Cochrane  went  between  the  hours  of  one 
and  three  to  the  clerk's  room,  in  which 
members  are  usually  sworn  previously  to 
taking  the  oaths  at  the  table  of  the  House  ; 
and  being  informed  it  was  necessary  he 
should  have  the  certificate  of  his  return 
with  him,  sent  for  the  same  to  the  Crown* 
office,  and  went  into  the  House,  where  he 
sat  down  on  the  Privy  Counsellors  bench 
on  the  right  hand  of  the  Chair,  at  which 
time  there  was  no  member  present,  prayers 
not  having  been  read  : 

"  That  soon  after  lord  Cochrane  had  sat 
down  in  the  House,  the  MiTrshal  of  the 
Khig's-bench  entered  it  with  two  or  three 
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of  bw  officers,  and  other  asMstants,  and 
carried  hii  lordihip  away  to  the  prison 
from  which  he  had  escaped;  notwith- 
■tandtng  a  remonstrance  from  him,  that 
they  had  no  right  to  lay  their  bands  upon 
him  there : 

«'  That  by  a  Return  in  the  Crown-office 
of  the  16th  day  of  July,  181  ^t  it  appears 
that  lord  Cochrane  was  returned  to  serve 
as  a  citizen  for  the  city  of  Westminster  on 
the  16th  day  of  July  1814. 

**  Having  ascertained  these  facts,  it  be- 
came the  duty  of  your  committee  to  con* 
sider  whether  the  Marshal  of  the  King's' 
Bench,  in  the  execution  of  what  he  con- 
ceived to  be  hit  duty,  has  been  guilty  of 
a  breach  of  the  privilege  of  this  House. 

**  In  deliberating  on  a  matter  of  such 
high  importance,  your  Committee  have  to 
regret  that  they  could  find  nothing  in  the 
Journals  of  this  House  to  guide  them  :  the 
case  is  entirely  of  a  novel  nature ;  they 
can  therefore  only  report  it  as  their  opi- 
nion,-** 

"That,  under  the  particular  circum- 
stances given  in  evidence,  it  does  not  ap- 
}>ear  to  your  committee  that  the  privi- 
eges  of  parliament  have  been  violated,  so 
•s  to  call  fer  the  interposition  of  the 
House  by  any  proceedings  against  the 
Marshal  of  the  KingVbencb.'^ 
.  TheBeportwas  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
ubie. 

On  the  motion  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  the  House  then  adjourned 
till  Monday  se'nnight,  the  3rd  of  April. 
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Momdoft  Jprii  3. 

'  CoNOKiss  AT  ViimiA— DacxAaATioH  or 
TBX  Aluxs.]  The  House  met  pursuant  to 
adjournment.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Bxchequeri  in  moving  the  postponement 
of  the  Committee  of  Supply  until  Wednes- 
day, took  occasion  to  state,  that  on  that 
day  an  important  communication  would 
be  made  to  the  House,  upon  the  subject  of 
existing  circumstances. 

Mr.  Whiiknad  said,  he  should  be  glad 
to  know  whether  any  other  minister  was 
expected  in  the  House  in  the  course  of 
the  evening,  and  whether  the  Secretary 
for  Foreign  Afiairs  was  likely  to  attend  ? 
An  expectation  very  naturally  prevailed 
that  some  communication  would  be  made 
to  the  House  respecting  certain  extraor- 
dinary eventft|  and  the  prospects,  as  far 
•s  ministers  could  ascertain,  likely  to  arise 
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out  of  those  evenu.  Hie  right  hon.  sen- 
tieman  had  had  the  second  reading  of  the 
Assessed  Taxes  Bill  postponed  to  Monday 
next,  but  he  had  not  told  the  House  whe- 
ther he  then  meant  to  move  its  second 
reading,  or  whether  he  proposed  to  move 
a  farther  postponement ;  nor  had  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  stated  whether,  as  romotir 
represented,  it  was  his  intention  to  aban« 
don  this  Bill  altogether,  and  to  resort 
again  to  the  property  tax.  In  such  cir« 
cumstances  some  explanation  was  ob« 
vionsly  necessary ;  but  having  stated  thus 
much,  he  would  abstain  from  saying  more 
than  merely  to  express  a  wish  that  mi- 
nisters would  spontaneously  come  forward 
at  this  interesting  crisis,  and  make  such  a 
communication  as  was  due  to  that  House 
and  to  the  country. 

The  Chancellor  </  ike  Esxhequer  appro* 
hend^  that  if  the  House  should  continue 
to  sit  fur  a  short  time,  his  noble  friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  might 
be  expected ;  but  lest  he  should  not  appear 
in  his  place,  before  the  House  adjourned, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  state,  in  order  to 
prevent  any  misapprehensions,  that  it  was 
mtended  very  shortly  to  make  a  commu- 
nication to  that  House,  frdm  the  Prince 
Regent,  of  the  steps  which  ministers  were 
taking,  an^  meant  to  take,  at  the  present 
criiis,  together  with  a  statement  of  the 
motives  which  had  determined  thehr  con- 
duct. \ 

Mr.  Whkhftad  disclaimed  any  wish  to 
hurry  ministers,  or  to  exact  from  them  any 
premature  communication,  but  he  could 
not  forbear  to  express  his  confident  hope, 
that  a  certain  declaration,  purporting  to 
emanate  from  the  Confess  at  Vienna,  was 
an  infiunous  forgery,  inasmuch  as  it  went 
to  sanction  the  doctrine  of  assassination. 
He  trusted,  therefore,  fer  the  honour  and 
character  of  this  country,  that  some  of 
the  names  annexed  to  that  paper  were 
never  authof?^d  to  sign  any  such  docu- 
ment. While  the  noble  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Afialhi  was  at  the  Congress,  he 
was  understood  to  donabine  in  himself  all 
the  powers  of  the  executive  government; 
but  it  was  quite  impossible  to  suppose  that 
such  powers  were  extended  to  lords  Wef- 
lington,  Clancarty,  Cathcart,  and  Stewart, 
that  they  were  authorixed  to  put  their 
names  to  such  an  infamous  paper,  or  that 
they  were  invested  with  a  power  to  de- 
clare war  against  any  state. 

The  Chancellor  pf  the  Sxdiequer  main- 
tained that  the  paper  alluded  to,  did  not  in 
any  point  sutborixe  such  an  internretatioa 
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as  the  hoQ.  member ,had  thought  proper  to 
give  It. 

Mr.  Whubrcad  observed,  thai  in  a  pub- 
lication of  yesterday,  in  which  the  doctrine 
of  assassination  was  unblosbiagly  avowed, 
[Goldsmith's  Anti-Gallican  Monitor,]  this 
paper  was  quoted  as  a  direct  Justification 
of  that  doctrine;  and  referring  to  the  pro- 
inulgation  of  the  sape  doctrine  from  the 
same  quarter,  at  a  former  period,  in  which 
the  assassination  of  the  person  now  pos« 
sessing  the  government  of  France  was 
openly  recommended,  the  hon.  gentleman 
stated,  that  a  noble  relative  of  his  (earl 
Grey)  had  in  another  plac.e  strongly  pro* 
tinted  against  that  doctrine,  being  seconded 
in  his  reprobation  of  it  by  the  marquis 
Wellesley,  who  was  then  a  member  of  the 
Cabinet,  it  would  also  be  recollected  that 
he  (Mr.  W.)  had,  in  that  douse,  entered 
bis  protest  against  this  abominable  doc- 
trine; and  Mr.  Perceval,  who  was  himself, 
within  twelve  months  afterwards,  the 
victim  of  assassination,  strongly  disclaimed 
(if,  indeed,  a  disclaimer  were  necessary) 
any  concurrence  in  ^uch  doctrine  on  the 
part  of  his  Majesty's  Government.  Never- 
theless, this  paper  had  the  tendency  and 
the  effect  of  unsheathing  the  dagger  of  the 
assassin.  Of  this  effect,  indeed,  there 
could  be  no  doubt,  as  had  been  argued  by 
the  writer  alluded  to,  who  bad  even  baa 
the  hardihood  to  name  the  persons  who 
were  fit  to  do  the  work,  calling  in  to  the 
aid  of  his  recommendation  this  reported 
Declaration  from  Congress,  which,  if  words 
were  to  be  interpreted  according  to  their 
natural  import,  did  unquestionably  hold 
out  a  defence  for  assassination.  Were 
mioiaters,  then,  prepared  to  abide  by  and 
justify  such  an  extraordinary  document  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  ministers  had  in  no  degree  departed, 
Dor  were  desirous  of  departing,  from  the 
principles  of  Mr.  Perceval,  or  the  senti- 
ments of  lord  Wellesley,  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to  by  the  bon.  member ;  but  the 
names  annexed  to  this  paper,  if  it  were 
authentic,  afforded  an  ample  pledge  that 
nothing  inconsistent  with  what  was  loyal, 
honourable,  and  proper,  could  have  been 
intended  by  it. 

Mr.  WhUbread  asked  then,  whether  the 
right  bon.  gentleman  meant  to  express  a 
doubt  of  the  authenticity  of  this  paper ; 
for  there  seemed  something  consolatory  in 
his  parenthesis,  "  if  it  were  authentic." 
Here  the  hon.  gentleman  adverted  to  some 
.  muttering  on  the  ministerial  benches,  ob- 
ferving  that  the  right   hon.  gentleman 


could  speak  for  himself  without  being  in- 
ffuenced  by  the  half  articulate  sounds  of 
those,  who  meant,  no  doubt,  to  show  a 
great  deal  of  wisdom  in  their  private  hinte> 
although,  when  they  addressed  the  Honse^ 
they  never  happened  to  manifest  any 
wisdom  whatever.  The  hon.  member 
concluded  with  repeating  his  question^ 
whether  the  paper  alluded  to,  was  deemed 
authentic  by  ministers  ? 

The  Chancellor  qf  the  Exchequer  answered, 
that  he  would  not  be  understood  to  say 
that  that  paper  was  disavowed  by  his 
Majesty's  Government. 

The  motion  for  postponing  the  Cora^  ^ 
mittee  of  Supply  was  agreed  to.     Upoa 
the  motion  for  postponing  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  to  Wednesday, 

Mr.  WhUbread  observed,  that  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  appeared,  in  the  course  of 
what  he  had  said,  to  cast  some  doubt  upoii 
the  authenticity  of  this  infamous  paper. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  urged  that 
the  names  annexed-  to  this  paper,  afforded 
a  pledge  that  nothing  inconsistent  with 
what  was  loyal,  honourable,  and  propei^ 
could  have  been  intended  :  that  was  not 
enough :  did  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
mean  to  contend  that  the  paper  itself  con- 
tained nothing  inconsistent  with  loyalty, 
honour,  and  propriety  P  because,  if  so,  be 
was  at  issue  with  him  on  that  point.  He 
wished  to  know  whether  the  paper  alluded 
to,  was  meant  to  form  a  part  of  the  pro- 
mised communication,  and  also  whether 
the  persons  whose  names  were  attached  to 
this  paper,  had  any  authority  to  sign  such 
a  document? 

The'  ChawceUor  of  the  Exchegtter  express- 
ed his  opinion,  that  this  paper  contained 
nothing  to  sanction  the  doctrine  of  assas- 
sination, and  this  was  all  he  thooght  pro- 
per to  ny  upon  the  subject  at  present. 

Mr.  frhkbread  Agtkin  asked,  whether  it 
was  intended  to  )ay  this  paper  before  the 
House,  with  the  promised  communication, 
and  also  the  authority  upon  which  it  was 
signed  by  our  minister  ? 

No  answer  was  made,  and  the  House 
adjourned* 
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AssixxorBaxAD.]  yit.  Pranldand  Lewis 
rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  move  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  to  consider 
the  existing  laws  with  regard  to  the  reeu- 
lation  of  Sie  Assize  of  Bread,  and  also 
whether  it  is  expedient  or  not  to  hare  any 
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established  assize.  The  hon.  member 
observed,  that  when  the  Corn  Bill  was 
under  discussion,  it  was  repeatedly  assert- 
ed by  the  representatires  for  London, 
that  if  the  average  price  of  corn  were  at 
80f.  a  quarter,  the  quartern  loaf  must  be 
at  l6dL;  and  although  that  assertion  was 
disproved  again  and  again,  still  it  was 
confidently  repeated  by  the  city  members, 
until  at  length  no  one  took  the  trouble  of 
contradicting  them.  But  it  was  become 
obfiousiy  material  to  inquire,  in  order 
to  set  the  matter- at  rest,  and  that  no  de- 
lusion or  misunderstanding  should  prevail 
upon  a  point  of  such  importance.  There 
were,  however,  other  grounds  upon  which 
the  inquiry  he  proposed  was  desirable. 
An  opinion  prevailed  throughout  the 
country,  that  these  laws  of  assize  were 
rather  productife  of  mischief  than  of  good. 
But  yet  these  laws  had  so  long  existed, 
even  indeed  since  the  days  of  King  John, 
that  it  would  be  evldentfy  improper  to 
accede,  without  previous  inquiry,  to  any 
such  measure  as  some  gentlemen  pro« 
posed,  for  doing  away  with  these  laws 
lAtogether.  On  this  ground,  then,  he  con- 
ceived a  committee  of  inquiry  ought  to 
be  appointed.  He  could  not  think  it 
proper  to  trouble  the  House  with  any  per- 
plexing statement  with  respect  to  the  ef- 
feett  of  the  assize  laws  generally,  nor 
indeed  could  he  think  it  necessary,  as  be 
did  not  anticipate  any  opposition  to  the 
motion  which  he  was  aboat  to  submit; 
bot  he  ^ust  say  a  few  words  as  to  the 
operation  of  the  assize  system,  with  which 
operation  any  member  might  easily  make 
himself  acquainted.  It  was  a  fact,  that 
ID  places  where  no  assize  was  resorted  to 
—for  it  was  discretionary  with  the  ma- 
gistrates to  act  upon  the  law  of  assize  or 
not — the  public  were  more  favourably  cir- 
cumstanced.^ For  instance^  in  the  town 
^f  Birmingham,  where  the  law  of  assize 
was  not  established,  and  where  wheat  was 
al  65f.  a  quarter,  the  quartern  loaf  was 
iold  at  8|d.  by  a  company  too,  which  di- 
vided 20  per  cent  upon  their  capital.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  this  bread  was 
quite  10  white  aa  that  sold  in  London,  but 
it  was  of  the  standard  wbeaten  quality. 
If,  then,  the  assize  laws  were  really  be- 
neficial, how  came  this  difference  ?  Ac- 
cording^ to  the  old  law,  the  assise  of  bread 
was  set  by  the  price  of  wheat,  but  by  a 
atatnte,  applicable  to  London  only,  ^hich 
wae  enacted  in  1707,  the  assise  waa  set 
by  the  price  of  ffonr ;  and  thia  statute, 
Miicli  passed  ae  s  private  bill^  wu  ac- 


tually brought  in  upon  the  petition  of  the 
bakers  of  London.  To  this  statute  the 
hon.  gentleman  attributed  the  greater 
pai't,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the  evil  com-v 
plained  of  in  the  London  assize.  The 
hon.  gentleman  observed,  that  this  subject 
had  been  investigated  by  committees  of 
that  House  heretofore,  without  producing 
any  material  result;  but  the  public  atten- 
tion  being  now  so  particularly  directed' 
towards  it,  it  was  not  too  much  to  say, 
that  the  public  wish  should  not  be  disap- 
pointed. The  hon*  gentleman  concluded 
with  moving,  "  That  a  select  committee 
be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
the  existing  laws  which  regulate  the  ma- 
nufacture and  sale  of  bread,  and  whether 
it  is  expedient  to  continue  the  assize 
thereon  under  any  and  what  regulations ;' 
and  that  they  do  report  the  matter  there-, 
of,  as  it  shall  appear  to  them,  to  the 
House,  together  with  their  observations 
and  opinion  thereupon.'' 

Mr.  Roie  said,  that  the  Act  of  1797,  to 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  referred, 
was  not  adopted  without  due  inquiry ;  and" 
that  as  to  the  effect  of  that  Act,  it  was 
found  that  the  price  of  bread  would  have 
been  higher  if  settled  by  the  average  prica 
of  wheat,  than  if  settled  by  that  of 'flour. 
It  was  undoubtedly  true,  that  the  quartern- 
loaf  was  usually  cheaper  in  the  country 
than  in  London,  sometimes,  indeed,  three- 
pence cheaper,  and  this  circumstance 
called  for  inquiry. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com* 
mittee  appointed. 

Escape  op  Buonapaeti  pxom  Elba.] 
Mr.  Frtmatuk  asked,  whether  any  ana 
what  measures  had  been  taken  to  prevent 
the  escape  of  Buonaparte  from  the  island 
of  Elba  ? 

Lord  Castlereagh  replied,  that  cruizera 
had  been  with  that  view  stationed  off  the 
island  of  Elba. 

Mr.  Wyrm  observed,  that  he  understood' 
our  naval  oflScers  in  the  Mediterranean 
stated,  that  if  they  even  saw  Buonaparte 
at  sea,  they  had  no  authority  to  interfere 
with  or  interrupt  his  progress :  he,  there*' 
fore,  wished  to  know  whether  thatstate« 
ment  was  correct  f 

Lord  CattUreagh  said,  that  he  did  not 
mean  to  argue  the  question. 

Mr.  Wynn  added,  that  he  did  not  aalc 
tht  noble  lord  to  argue,  but  to  aoawcr  hia 
question. 

No'answer  wu  liiiule* 
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Escape  of  Buonaparte  from  Elba.] 
Mr.  Fremcmile  repeated  the  qaestion  which 
be  had  put  yesterday,  whether  any  and 
what  instructions  had  been  gi? en  to  9ur 
officers  in  the  Mediterranean*  to  prevent 
the  departure  of  Baonapart6  from  the 
iflaud  of  Elba  ? 

Lord  Caulereagh  replied,  that  no  other 
instructions  had  been  given  than  to  make 
such  a  distribution  of  our  force  as  might 
serve  to  con6ne  Napoleon  at  Elba.  There 
was  certainly  an  understanding  with  oqr 
officer  stationed  at  Elba*  that  Napoleon 
was  to  be  confined  within  certain  limits, 
and  that  be  should  not  be  allowed  to  ex- 
ceed those  limits. 

Mr.  Fremantle  asked,  whether  there  had 
been  any  instructions  sent  to  our  naval 
officers  upon  tbissubject,  and  whether  the 
noble  lord  had  any  objection  to  produce 
a  copy  of  those  instructions  ? 

Lord  CastUreagh  said,  there  was  no  po* 
iflitive  instruction,  but  an  understanding. 

Mr.  Tienuy  inquired,  whether  it  was  to 
be  understood,  that  no  precautionary  mea- 
sures had  been  issued  to  our  officers  to 
prevent  Buonaparte  from  going  to  any 
part  of  the  world  he  thought  proper  ? 

Lord  CasUereagh  declined  to  say  any 
thing  farther  upon  this  subject  at  present, 
as  there  would  be  ample  opportunity  of 
discussing  it — and  from  that  discussion  he 
would  not  be  found  to  shrink. 

Mr.  Wym  observed,  that  upon  examin- 
ing the  papers  laid  on  the  table,  he  did 
not  find  any  copy  of  that  signed  by  the 
noble  lord,  with  regard  to  the  stipulations 
ilpon  Buonaparte^  abdication,  ^nd  he 
wished  to  know  whether  the  noble  lord 
had  any  objection  to  have  this  paper  laid 
before  the  House,  as  it  was  desirable  to 
have  it  officially  ? 

Lord  Caulereagh  said,  that  he  had  no 
objection  whatever  to  the  production  of 
the  paper  alluded  to,  and  therefore  the 
bon.  gentleman  might  move  for  it. 

M^.  ffynn  soon  afterwards  moved  for  a 
copy  of  the  Treaty  concluded  at  Paris,  on 
the  1 1th  of  April,  1814,  between  the  Allied 
Powers  and  the  emperor  Napoleon*  to* 

?etb«r  with  the  accession  of  the  British 
rovernment   thereto, ^Ordered  accord- 

uigly? 

Civil  List.]  Mr.  Tienuy  asked,  whe- 
ther it  was  the  intention  of  the  ri^ht  kon. 
gentleman  .to  move  for  a  commftteo'to 
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investigate  the  accounts  respecting  the^ 
Civil  List ;  and  also,  whether  it  was  in- 
tended to  invest  such  committee  with  the 
power  of  sending  for  persons,  papers,  and 
records,  with  a  view  to  enable  that  com- 
mittee to  make  a  proper  and  satisfactory 
report? 

The  Chancellor  tf  the  Exchequer  replied, 
that  it  wals  his  intention  in  a  day  or  two 
to  move  for  the  appointment  of  a  cons- 
mittee,  upon  the  subject  alluded  to,  but 
he  could  not  admit  the  propriety  of  de- 
viating f|;om  the  usual  practice  on  such 
occasions. 

Mr.  Tiemey  then  gave  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  move  on  Friday  se'nnight,  to 
refer  the  Civil  List  accounts  to  a  commit- 
tee, and  to  invest  such  committee  with  a 
power  to  send  for  persons,  papers,  and  re- 
cords, .with  a  view  to  ascertain  how  the 
enormous  expenses  and  debts,  which  thes^ 
accounts  stated,  had  been  accumulated* 
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Prince  Regent's  Mbssaob  relating 
TO  THE  Events  in  Feance*]  The  Earl 
of  Liverpool  presented  a  Message  from  hia 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  relative 
to  the  proceedings  adopted  by  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  in  consequence  of  the 
events  that  have  recently  taken  place  in 
France.  [For  a  copy  of  the  Message,  see 
the  proceedings  of  the  Commons  of  this 
day.]  The  Message  having  been  read,  it 
was  ordered,  on  the  motion  of  the  earl  of 
Liverpool,  to  be  taken  into  consideration 
to-morrow. 

Earl  Gr^  asked,  what  part  of  the  engage- 
ments entered  into  with  the  allied  Powera 
at  Paris  had  been  violated,  *  and  were 
referred  to  in  the  Message  as  having  beea 
violated  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
events  which  had  recently  occurred  hai^^ 
as  he  should  explain  to-morrOw,  violated 
all  the  engagements  concluded  at  tbe  time 
alluded  to,  as  well  the  Treaty  concluded 
at  Paris  on  tbe  31st  of  May,  as  that  con- 
cluded at  Fontainblean  on  the  Uth  of 
ApriL 

Earl  Grey  said„  that  no  coromnnicatioi| 
had  been  made  to  the  House  of  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau.  Some  articles  certainly 
had  been  communicated,  but  they  were 
not  such  of  the  articles  as  could  be  con* 
ceived  to  b^ve  been  violated  by  the  recent 
occurrences.  If»  therefore,  it  was  coi^ 
planed  that  any  of  tbe  articles  of  thf 
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Treaty  of  Fontaiobleao  had  been  yiolaied, 
it  was  necessary  that  they  sboald  be  pro- 
duced before  the  House  coold  come  to 
any  opinion  oo  the '  subject.  No  one  la- 
nieuied  more  sincerely  than  be  did  the 
necessity  which  bad  called  for  a  commu* 
nicaiioo  from  ihe  Crown ;  and  no  onei  he 
could  assure  the  House^  was  more  sensible 
than  be  was  of  the  danger  threatened  by 
the  events  alluded  to  in  the  Message. 
Those  efents  were  most  ruinous^  and 
placed  the  country  in  a  situation  in  which 
the  greatest  precautions  were  necessary ; 
and  looking  at  the  two  points  contained  in 
the  Message  simply  and  by  themselfes, 
they  would  meet  with  his  approbation. 
As  he  understood  the  terms  of  the  Address, 
in  consequence  of  the  recent  events  in 
France^  the  Prince  Recent  had  been  ad* 
vised  to.  augment  his  forces  by  sea  and 
land.  No  one,  he  tbought«  could  doubt 
that  such  a  step  was  most  advisable  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  thc^  present  crisis. 
It  was  stated,  in  the  next  place,  that  bis 
Royal  Highnen  had  taken  measares  to 
produce  the  most  intimate  concert  with  bis 
allies,  the  object  of  which  was  to  be  the 
permanent  secnritv  of  Europe.  A  good 
object,  undoubted  ly,  and  the  means,  too, 
were  such  as  could  alone  produce  such  an 
end.  Of  these  two  measures  mentioned  in 
the  Message,  very  different  opinions  might 
be  expressed,  according  to  the  views 
taken  of  them.  He  approved  of  them  on 
a  defensive  principle  merely,  and  as  tbc 
means  >  of  preserving  peace,  supposing 
peace  migat  be  preserved,  consistently 
.  with  good  faith  to  oar  Allies.  If  that  good 
faith  could  be  preserved  while  we  remained 
at  peace ;  a  war„  he  thought,  should  not  be 
resorted  to.  That,  however,  was  not  the 
time  to  press  that  opinion  open  tbeir  lord- 
ships :  he  should  leave  that  point  for  the 
discussion  of  to-naorrow,  and  he  wonid 
consent  to  leave  it  for  discussion  at  some 
future  time,  when  they  might  be  in  pos- 
session of  all  the  necessary  information, 
erovided  the  Address  did  not  pledge  the 
louse  to  any  opinion,  that  the  two  steps 
which  liad  been  taken,  (vis.  the  augmen- 
tation of  forces,  and  the  taking  measures 
to  produce  concert  in  the  alliance)  were 
proper,  with  a  view  to  a  declaration  of 
war  against  the  present  ruler  of  France. 
With  this  inclination  to  a  pacific  policy, 
he  was  most  unwilling  that  the  House 
should  be  pressed  to  give  any  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  war  or  peace.  Those 
wbp  .might  be  inclined  to  an  opposite 
policy  had,   be    thought,   still  stronger 


reasons  for  avoiding  such  an  expression  of 
opinion  on  the  part  of  the  House ;  but  his 
Majesty's  ministers,  of  all  men,  should  be 
the  most  desirous  not  to  come  to  any  pre- 
mature declaration,  and  to  avoid  provoking 
discussion,  in  which  conflicting  opinions 
might  be  expressed,  which  could  not  fail 
to  be  detrimental  to  whatever  line  of  policy 
it  might  be  found  expedient  to  pursue. 
Before  any  opinion  was  given  on  this  sub- 
ject, it  was  most  material  that  they  should 
have  information,  which  it  was  impouible 
they  could  now  possess.  The  time  had 
been  too  short,  the  accounts  too  contradic* 
tory,  the  narrators  too  deeply  interested, 
to  enable  their  lordships  to  form  a  correct 
idea  of  the  internal  state  of  France. 
Before  they  expressed  an  opinion  which 
might  place  the  nation  in  a  state  of  war,  it 
was  most  important  to  be  acquainted  with 
the  feeling  of  our  Allies  on  the  subject. 
Now,  there  had  been  no  opportunity  for 
us  to  receive  accounts  from  Vienna,  of  a 
date  subsequent  to  the  time  when  intelli* 
gence  was  first  received  of  the  events  which 
had  put  the  present  ruler  of  France  in 
possession  of  the  supreme  authority  in  the 
capital  of  that  country.  He  should  not  at 
that  time  express  his  feelings  respecting 
the  paper  which  purported  to  be  a  Decla- 
ration of  the  allied  Powers,  lest  he  might 
throw  an  obstacle,  by  premature  discus* 
sion,  in  the  way  of  any  explanation  which 
might  hereafter  be  given  of  this  docu- 
ment. But  it  was  impossible  that  the 
feelings  of  the  Allies,  under  the  present 
circumstances,  conid  have  been  yet  ascer- 
tained ;  and  it  ^as  most  necessary  that 
they  should  be  asceruioed,  before  a 
<luestioB  of  such  importance  as  that  of 
peace  or  war  should  be  decided  upon. 
The  measures  which  were  communicated 
in  the  Message,  left  that  question  entirely 
open ;  and  if  the  Address  went  to  ajpprove 
simply  of  those  measures,  and  no  iarther, 
he  should  not  oppose  it.  If,  however, 
contrary  to  his  just  expectations*  and  his 
ardent  wishes,  the  Address  which  was  to 
be  proposed^  should  commit  their  lordshipa 
to  a  declaration  of  hostilities,  if  the  Alliei 
were  found  willing  to  consent  to  such  a 
course,  he  should  feef  it  his  duty  to  disseni 
from  it.  He  had  thought  it  right  to  tres- 
pass thus  far  upon  their  lordships'  atten* 
tion,  wishing  to  come  to  an  early  under* 
standing  on  the  subject,  and  not  with  any 
view  to  premature  discussion;  and  he 
earnestly  hoped  that  it  would  be  unne* 
cessary  for  him  to  offer  any  opposition  to 
the  Addresf. 
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'  Earl  Stanhope  agreed,  that  their  lord* 
ships  ought  to  be  very  caotious  how  they 
proceededi  when   the  question  might  at 
length  come  to  be,  peace  or  war ;  war 
which  fo\iDd  every  thing  before  it  like  the 
garden  of  Eden/and  left  every  thing  be- 
hind it  a  desolate  wilderness.     It  was, 
therefore,  his  intention,  when  the  motion 
before  the  House  was  disposed  of,  (b  move 
for  the  Declaration  of  the  allied  Powers 
at  Vienna,  of  the  1 3th  of  March  last,  be« 
cause,  contrary  to  his  expectation,  it  had 
not  been  laid  on  the  table.    This  Declara- 
tion was  important,  as  an  indication  of  the 
coarse  the  Allies  meant  to  pursue,  but  still 
,nore  so  from  the  extraordinary  proposition 
on  which  they  founded  their  Declaration, 
viz.  **  that  they  will  be  ready  to  give  to 
the  King  of  France  and  to  the  French 
nation,  or  to  any'  other  Government  that 
shall  be  attacked,  all  the  assistance  re- 
quisite to  restore  public  tranquillity,  and 
to  make  common  cause  against  all  those 
who  shall  attempt  to  compromise  it/'    In 
what  sense  this  was  to  be  understood  he 
knew  not;  but  if  it  was  to  be  taken  accord- 
ing to  its  natural  import  in  the  English 
language,  it  was  most  horrible.  The  very 
family  on  our  throne,  was  seated  there  by 
the  constitutional  power  of  Parliament, 
which  had  deposed  the  late  king  James  2. 
By  the  constitution  of  this  country,  no 
foreign  troops  could  land  in  it  without  the 
consent  of  Parliament ;  yet  the  Allies  en- 
gaged, that  when  the  Government  of  any 
country  was  attacked,  they  would,  if  called 
upon,  send  their  troops  thither.    This  De- 
oJaration  was,  therefore,  an  attaek  upon 
the  liberties  and  constitution  of  the  people 
of  this  country.    Not  to  mention  the  case 
of  France—there  was  existing  at  present 
in  Spain  a  government  which  conducted 
Itself  on  most  extraordinary  principles, 
civil,  politicali  and  religious.    Were  the 
Ignglish  troops,  under^  the  Declaration  in 
question,  to  be  poured  into  Spfi^i  in  the 
event  of  any  disturbances  there,  to  support 
the  King  against  the  Cortes,  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Spain,  and  the  people  of  that 
country  ?  What  had  made  Ferdinand  king 
of  Spain,  but  the  power  of  the  Cortes  } 
His  father,  who  had  been  king  of  Spain, 
was  still  living;  so  that  unless  the  supreme 
power  of  the  people  and  Cortes  was  ac- 
knowledged, Ferdinand  could  not  be  u 
Uwful   Sovereign.     He  was  anxious  to 
know,  as  well  as  the  noble  earl,  whether 
the  Addreu  would  merely  express  satis- 
Diction  ai  the  measures  taken  by  the  Prince 
Begent/ or  whether  it  would  .pledge  the 
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House  to  support  a  war  ?  For  his  own  part, 
he  had  rather  die  in  the  most  Borrid  tor- 
ture, than  agree  to  the  declaration  of  war 
on  such  principles. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdoojne  said,  that « 
report  having  gone  abroad  that  there  was 
a  secret  article  in  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  by 
which  this  -country  became  bound  to  sup* 
port  Louis  18,  in  case  of  insurrection,  be 
wished  the  noble  earl  ^opposite  to  state« 
whether  there  was  any  such  article.  He 
put  the  question,  not  as  believing  that 
there  was  any  such  secret  article  without 
the  knowledge  of  Parliament,  but  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  having  the  rumour  con- 
tradicted. 

The  Earl  of  Idterpool  had  no  objection 
to  say,  that  the  rumour  of  any  such  secret 
article  was  entirely  without  foundation. 
He  said,  he  should  agree  to  produce  both 
the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  and  the  Decla- 
ration of  the  Allies  of  the  13th  ult.  He 
said,  that  to-morrow  he  should  explain 
more  fully  the  sentiments  of  his  Majesty's 
Government ;  but  he  should  observe  that 
it  was  intended  to  echo  the  Message  in  the 
opinion  that  the  recent  events  were  in 
violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  The  rest 
of  the  Address  would  merely  be  an  appro- 
bation of  the  measures  of  armament  and 
those  taken  for  producing  concert  among ' 
the  Allies  for  the  purpose  of  general  secu- 
rity. He  believed  he  could  not  more 
fully  explain  the  nature  of  it,  unless  he 
communicated  to  the  noble  earl  (Grey)  e 
copy  of  the  proposed  Address. 

Lord  Qremnlie  said,  he  should  reserve 
the  full  expression  of  his  opinions  till  the 
night  of  discussion  arrived;  but  he  should 
even  then  state  his  entire  approbation  of 
the  two  measures  mentioned  in  the  com- 
munication from  the  Throne.  The  situa-' 
tion  in  which  this  country  was  placed,  was 
most  arduous,  and  one  in  which  active  and 
vigorous  measures  were  necessary.  But 
whatever  might  by  the  course  which  might 
be  taken,  the  best  hope  of  Europe  was  in 
the  intimate  concert  between  the  members 
of  the  great  alliance.  These  two  senti- 
ments were  the  only  sentiments -which 
the  Message  conveyed — the  only  senti* 
ments  which  the  Address  should  express, 
because  the  present  was  not  the  time  for 
a  decision  on  the  ulterior  ouestion  of  peace 
or  war.  Neither  should  be  prematurely 
state  his  own  opinion  as  to  the  course 
which  this  country  should  pursue,  but 
await  the  time  when  that  great  and  dread* 
fnl  alternative  might  be  presented  for 
their  consideration. 


saoi 
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The  Maasage  was  then  ordere4  to  be 
laken  into  contidervtion  to-morrow. 

Earl  Stanhope  then  moved  for  a  copy 
of  the  Declaration  of  the  Allies  of  the 
13lh  of  Marcb»  which  was  accordingly 
ordered  to  be  produced. 
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nursday,  JprU  6. 

Pbincb  Reg£nt*8  Messagk  relating 
TO  TU£  Events  in  France.]  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  presented  the  following  Message 
from  his  royal  highness  the  Prinze  Re- 
gent: 

«'  George,  P.  R. 

"  The  Prince  Regent,  acting  in  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty, 
thinks  it  right  to  inform  the  Hoase  of 
Commons,  that  the  events  which  have 
recently  occurred  in  France,  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  engagements  con- 
cluded with  the  allied  Powers  at  Paris  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year,  and  which 
threaten  consequences  highly  dangerous 
to  the  tranquillity  and  independence  of 
Europe,  have  induced  his  Royal  Highness 
to  give  directions  for  the  augmentation  of 
his  Majesty's  land  and  sea  forces. 

"  The  Prince  Regent  has  likewise 
deemed  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  lose 
no  time  in  entering  into  comipunications 
with  his  Majesty's  allies  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  such  a  concert  as  may  most 
effectually  provide  for  the  general  and 
permanent  security  of  Europe. 

"  And  his  Royal  Highness  confidently 
relies  on  the  support  of  the  House  of 
Commons  in  all  measures  which  may  be 
necessary  for  the  accomplishment  of  this 
important  object" 

The  Message  was  ordered  to  be  taken 
into  consideration  to»morrow.— After  some 
time  had  elapsed, 

Mr.  WhUbrcad  rose  and  observed,  that 
bad  he  been  present  at  the  time  the  Mes- 
sage was  presented  (which,  by  the  way, 
was  bronghti  forward  at  a  much  more 
early  period  than  public  business  was 
usually  expected),  he  should  have  ob- 
jected to  the  motion  fixing  the  conside- 
ration of  it  fur  to-morrow.  Upon  a 
questioo^of  such  magnitude  and  import- 
ance, more  time  ought,  in  his  opinion,  to 
be  afforded,  in  order  to  prepare  the  House 
for  its  consideration,  especially  where  the 
object  of  the  Message  was  not  clearly 
expressed,— where,  in  fact,  it  was  couched 
in  such  equivocal,  such  indefinite  terms, 
ibat   it  was  difficult  to  understand  the 


views  of  those  with  whom  it  originated* 
Besides,  as  the  debate  upon  such  a  subject 
was  likely  to  be  lonffi  while  the  subject 
itself  naturally  called  for  some  previous 
examination,  he  should  rather  have  thought 
that  it  would  be  more  convenient  and 
proper  to  appoint  Monday  than  to* 
morrow.  On  these  grounds  he  should 
to-morrow  move  a  postponement  of  the 
discussion  until  Monday.  But  prelimi- 
nary to  that  discussion,  he  had  two  ques« 
lions  to  put  to  the  noble  lord :  firsts 
Whether  it. was  true,  at  had  been  pro- 
mulgated from  a  sort  of  half  authority, 
that  a  secret  understanding  had  been  en- 
tered into,  or  a  secret  article  concluded, 
between  all  the  parties  to  the  Treaty  of 
Paris  (excepting  France,  of  course),  pledg- 
ing those  powers  to  maintain  the  House 
of  Bourbon  upon  the  thcone  of  Frakice  ? 
and  secondly.  Whether  the  noble  lord 
would  think  it  consistent  with  his  duty  to 
communicate  the  terms  of  the  treaty  pro- 
posed at  Chatillon,  upon  which  the  allies 
were  then  willing  to  conclude  peace  with 
France  ?  If  the  noble  lord  should  not  be 
disposed  to  accede  to  this  communication^ 
it  would  be  for  the  House  to  decide  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  expedient  to  demand 
such  communication,  which  he  (Mr.  W.) 
thought  highly  material  to  the  doe  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  referred  to  in  the 
Regent's  Message. 

Lord  CtMkrtagh  said,  that  as  to  the  first 
observation  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  he 
did  not  present  his  Royal  Highness's 
Message  till  half  past  four  o'clock,  which^ 
from  his  previous  intimation,  he  could 
not  deem  as  too  early  an  h<^r  for  the  in* 
troduction  of  such  a  subject.  Then,  as 
to  the  day  fixed  for  the  consideration  cyf 
the  Message,  he  was  rather  surprised  at 
the  hon.  gentleman's  observation,  be- 
cause it  would  be  recollected  that,  on  a 
former  day,  he  distinctly  stated  bis  pur- 
pose of  proposing  such  an  arrangement 
in  describing  the  course  of  business  for 
the  week,  and  with  a  view  to  this  arrange- 
ment, he  moved  the  postponement  of  the 
American  question  from  this  day  to  Tues- 
day, in  order,  as  the  Message  was  meant 
to  be  considered  on  Friday,  that  the 
House  might  not  be  occupied  by  debate 
on  two  sacceuive  days.  But,  lodepen* 
dently  of  thia  consideration,  it  woold  be 
quite  inconsistent  with  the  usual  practice 
of  Parliament  to  postpone  the  considera- 
tion of  a  Message  from  the  Throne :  an 
early  consideration  Was,  indeed,  doe  in 
deference  to  the  Throne,  and  was  there* 


SSI]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

fore  never  delayed.  With  respect  to  the 
hon.  gentleman  8  qaestions :  first.  No  secret 
article,  understanding,  or  engagement  of 
the  nature  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  ever  existed  betireen  the  allies ; 
and  as  to  the  second  question,  he  appre- 
hended that  the  House  would  not  be  dis* 
posed  to  delay  the  consideration  of  the 
Prince  Regent  s  Message,  or  to  postpone 
the  expression  of  its  opinion  upon  the 
present  exigency,  until  ail  the  papers 
connected  with  the  negociations  at  Cha- 
titlon  should  be  laid  ou  the  table,  and 
until  the  hon.  gentleman  should  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  these  papers. 
Upon  these  grounds,  he  trusted  the  House 
would  not  feel  it  necessary  to  revise  its 
decision  for  taking  the  Message  into  con- 
sideration to-morrow. 

Mr.  Whuhrcad  expressed  himself  parti- 
cularly glad  to  hear  that  no  such  secret 
article  or  understanding  existed,  as  that  to 
which  he  referred.  But  as  to  the  treaty 
|>roposed  at  ChJUtillon,  he  thought  it  male- 
rial  that  the  House  should  have  some  in- 
formation upon  that  subject,  before  it 
entered  into  the  consideration  of  the 
Regent's  Message.  It  was  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  he  required  the '  production 
of  all  the  papers  connected  with  the  nego- 
ciations at  Chatillon.  A  short  extract 
would  be  quite  sufl^ent,  describing  the 
terms  upon  which  the  allies  were  at  that 
time  willing  to  conclude  peace  with 
Firance ;  and  without  such  a^communication 
he  could  not  think  the  House  prepared  to 
discuss  the  subject  of  the  Message.  The 
delay  of  a  single  day  with  a  view  to 
obtain  and  to  consider  such  ah  important 
fact,  he  could  not  suppose  fn  any  degree 
disrespectful  to  his  Royat  Highness,  or 
inconsistent  with  the  deference  which  thai 
House  owed  to  a  communication  from  the 
Throne.  The  House  had,  indeed,  been 
led '  to  expect,  from  the  intimation  of  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  the 
Message  would  have  been  brought  down 
on  Wednesday,  and  thus  one  intervening 
.  day  would  have  been  allowed  for  its  con- 
sideration»  before  the  Hou^e  would  be 
called  upon  to  decide ;  but  the  noble  lord 
from  'his  superior  knowledge  of  tactics 
thought  proper  to  postpone  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  Message  until  this  day,  thus 
precluding  the  possibility  of  due  consider- 
ation. The  hon.  gentleman  disclaimed 
any  intention  of  disrespect  to  his  Royal 
Hisbness  in  thus  pressing  for  some  delay  ; 
addfngy  that  although  he  had  no  hope  of 
persuading  the  House  to  change  the  order 
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upon  this,  subject  for  Monday,  he  'had 
little  doubt  that,  from  the  length  to  whicb 
such  debates  usually  extended,  it  would 
become  necessary  for  convenience  to 
adjourn  the  discussion  from  to-morrow  tor 
Monday. 

Lord  Caulcreagh  said,  that  when  the 
House  came  to  the  discussion  he  would 
give  such  explanation  respecting  ilie  pro- 
positions at  Chatillon  as  was  proper,  or  as 
had  any  connexion  with  the  subject  of  the 
Prince  Regent's  Message.  With  respect 
to  the  presentation  of  this  Mes.sage,  it  was 
to  be  considered  that  the  Lords  did  not 
meet  until  Wednesday,  and  that  some 
previous  intimation  was  due  to  that  House, 
as  to  the  intention  to  make  a  communica- 
tion of  this  nature,  which  was  usually 
presented  to  both  Houses  at  the  same  time. 
Now  as  to  questions  generally,  he  felt  it 
necessary  to  observe,  that  it  would  be 
well  if  gentlemen  ^proposing  to  put  any 
questions,  would  either  previously  apprize 
ministers  of  their  intention,  or  else  that 
tho^e  gentlemen  should  wait  until  the 
ministers  were  in  their  places. 

Mr.  Whkhrtad,  What  then  were  we  to 
do,  when  the  noble  lord  was  at  Vienna } 

Mr.  Pcmsonhy  began  by  declaring,  that 
he  was  not  at  all  aware  that  the  Prince 
Regent's  Message  would  have  been  pre* 
sen  ted  so  early,  or  he  should  have  been 
in  his  place  sooner.  But  he  hoped  that 
the  House  would,  upon  the  subject  of  that 
Message*  allow  him  to  trespass  on  its 
indulgence  for  a  few  momeuts»  although 
there  was  no  motion  under  consideration. 
The 'Message,  he  observed,  was  composed 
of  two  parts :— first,  his  Royal  Highness 
told  the  House  that  he  was  preparing  to 
augment  our  forces  by  sea  and  land,  in 
consequence  of  the  recent  events  in 
France;  and,  secondly,  his  Royal  High- 
ness stated,  that  he  would  act  in  concert 
with  our  allies.  In  thus  proceeding,  hie 
Royal  Highness  had,  in  his  opinion,  been 
advised  to  do  that  which  was  wise  and 
proper;  for  it  was  wise  in  his  Royal  High* 
nesk  to  have  the  country  in  a  state  of  ade* 
quate  preparation  for  any  emergency,  and 
proper  to  preserve  an  intimate  commu- 
nication and  concert  with  his  allies.  But 
beyond  those  two  points  he  did  not  wish 
to  express  any  opinion,  nor  did  he  think 
the  House  ripe  at  present  to  give  any 
farther  decision.  As  to  the  use  to  be 
made  of  the  force  which  his  Royal  High- 
ness was  preparing,  that  would  remain  for 
consideration ;  but  upon  the  two  points  to 
whicb  he  bad  referred,  he,  however  others 
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might  diltr  .from  him,  wat  r^ady  to  tty 
lint  bn  Royal  HigiineM  hid  been  rightly 
•dfistd.  Beyond  those  pointa,  however, 
he  wms  not  prepared  to  go»  Ho  woold  not 
enter  into  any  premature  diicnssion.  He 
woa  iwHher  prepared  ioioy  that  hie  Royal 
Highoem  and  hit  alliea  ahoold  piotige 
ioao  a  aiote  of  w«r,  nor  that  secarky  was 
to  be  found  in  a  tute  of  peace.  He  need 
Boloay  that  bit  wtah  was  that  .the  latter 
ahouidbe  foond  atuinable,  bvt  he  felt  it 
iaapossible  at  present  to  oiler  any  opinion 
upon  those  points.  Ho  cooM,  however, 
loadily  aay,  that  bin  disposition  was  to 
rote  for  a  suitable  Address  in  answer  to 
the  Prince  Regent's  Menage,  provided 
that  Address  contained  nothing  to  pledge 
his  future  conduct  From  the  full  declara- 
tion of  his  opinion,  when  adequaiely 
informedi  be  should  tierer  be  found  to 
sju-iak ;  bat  he  woold  never  declare  pre- 
matoro  opinions,  or  engage  in  premature 
diiCdasions.  Therefore,  be  woo  Id  abstain 
lirom  soch  opinioDs  and  discussions  in  this 
inatance.  He  woold  be  glad  lo  vote  for 
the  Address  of  to-morrow,  and  he  hoped 
that  hot  a  short  discussion  woold  take 
place  upon  it.  In  bis  judgment,  it  was 
decidedly  wise  to  consider  and  provide 
Bgainst  any  new  difficolties  or  dangers 
likely  to  arise  out  of  the  prcaent  state  and 

r respects  of  France;  and  therefore  he 
ighty  approved  of  the  preparation  which 
the  Regent's  Message  announced ;  but  as 
to  the  use  which  Government  might  oHi* 
mutely  make  of  that  preparation  he  should 
not  bold  himself  bound  to  support  it  by 
sffiy  vole  which  he  was  at  present  disposed 
lo  give.  He  therefiiro  wished  the  Address 
of  to-morrow  might  be  so  drawn  up  as  t6 
meet  hu  vtew#.  The  right  bon.  gentleman 
concluded  with  expressing  his  anxtotts 
hope  that  it  might  not  be  found  inconsis- 
font  with  the  safety  of  Europe  to  preserve 
a  state  of  peace,  and  to  avoid  the  catamt*- 
ties  of  war. 

Lord  CoMknagh  said,  that  without  aiiti* 
cipftting  the  discussion  of  to-morrow,  be 
could  assure  the  right  bon*  gentleman  that 
ft  was  not  proposed  by  the  Address  in 
contemplation  to  pledge  hts  opinion,  or 
that  of  the  House,  at  to  the  fottnre  conduct 
of  his  Majesty's  government.  With  re- 
spect to  that  conduct,  or  the  use  that  might 
be  made  of  the  force  in  preparation,  and 
whether  the  ultimate  end  shotild  be  war 
or  peace,  must  depemi  upon  the  issue  of 
circumstances  to  be  determined  on  their 
own  meriti. 

<yoL.  XXX.) 


Vttvbtt  PoHisim^T  AvoLitim  BtLi:.} 
Mr.  JIf.  A,  Tiyht  fo8e>  in  pursuance  of 
his  notice,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
Bill  for  the  Abolition  of  the  punishment  of 
the  Pillory.    He  did  not  conceive  it  necea* 
sary,  in  introducing  this  motion,  to  enteir 
into  any  discussion  of  the  origin  of  Crimea 
and  puntshmenis.    The  authors  who  had 
written  upon  this  subject  were  already  iti 
the  hands  of  most  of  the  members  of  that 
House;    it  would  bo  sufficient  for  him, 
therefore,  to  make  a  few  general  observa- 
tions upon  the  legitimate  objects  of  po- 
nishmentSy  as  the  ground  upon  which  his 
motion  was  founded.     The  first  end  of 
punishment .  was  the  reformation  of  the 
offender;   and  the  next  was,  when  tbo 
crime  committed  was  of  so  deep  a  die  aa 
not  to  admit  of  a  hope  of  amendment,  to 
punish  the  criminal  by  death ;  and  at  thb 
same  time,  by  the  severity  of  his  punish* 
ment,  to  afibrd  an  example  to  deter  t>therB 
from  the  commission  of  similar  ofii;nces» 
With  this  view  of  the  subject,  he  was  at  h 
loss  to  imagine  under  what  head  to  clasfe 
the  punishment  of  pillory.    It  could  not 
be  called  a  reforming  punishment,  becauso 
it  rather  tended  to  deaden  the  Sense  Of 
shame  than  to  have  aiiy  other  eiiect.    Be* 
sides,  it  appeared  to  him  as  contrary  t6 
law,  because  the  culprit  was  left  to  meel 
the  fiiry  of  the  populace.    It  was  not  *l* 
tended  with  at^y  good  to  the  spectator^ 
bectfose  it  only  gave  rise  to  the  assemblago 
of  a  tomtiltoous  rabble,  who  either  con* 
travened  the  sentence  of  the  Court  by  eX» 
alting  the  criminal,  or  violated  the  law  by 
an  outrageous  attack  upon  him.    It  was 
therefore  evidently  a  punishment  of  a  very 
unequal  nature.    As  illustrative  of  this  re- 
mark, he  begged  to  cite  a  few  cases.    In 
the  year  1759,  doctor  Shebbeare  was  sen- 
tenced to  be  pillored  for  a  libel  of  a  poli* 
tical  description — and  in  what  manner  was 
that  punishment  executed?  Why,  when 
he  arrived  at  the  pillory  he  mounted  it  tfl 
full  dress,  attended  by  a  servant  in  livery, 
who  held  an  umbrella  over  his  head ;-  and 
the  ander-'Shenfi^  who  participated  in  the  ^ 
popalar  feelihg,  instetd  of  calling  upon 
him,  as  usual,  t6  place  his  head  In  the 
piHory,  was  satisfied  to  let  him  simply  rest 
bis  hands  on  the  machine,  and  in  that  way 
be  troderwent  his  sentence.     Then  ftgtio, 
in  the  case  of  Daniel  haac  Eaton,  who  two 
years  back  was  pillbred  for  a  relrgioua 
libel,  this  man,  instead  of  bemg  regarded^ 
as  might  have  been  expected,  with  indig* 
nation,  was  treated  with  respect,  andviewe4 
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with  tilenl  pity.    There  were  other  cuei , 
bQvrerer»  in  wbiqh  a  difierent  coarse  was 
punned.     He  elMed  particuUrlv  to  the 
ea«e  of' four  OMa  who  were  pillored  id  four 
different  parts  of  the  metropolis,  for  con* 
•piriog  to  uke  a  maa's  life  away  upoa  a 
charge  of  robbery,  for  the  sake  of  the  re* 
waroT  He  did  not  meao  to  say,  that  if  the 
law  directed  such  ofieiiders  to  be  punisbed 
by  death,  that  tbev  did  not  deserve  it ;  bat 
unless-  the*  law  dia  direct  snch  a  sentence, 
he  thooght  they  ought  n^t  to  be  exposed 
to.  the  risk  of  that  fate— one  of  these  men 
was  actually  killed,  while  the  other  three 
escaped  with  difficulty.  This  was  a  species, 
of  violence  which,  he  thought,  ought  to  be 
avoided.  •  There  was  another  case,  where 
the  caprice  of  the  public  on  such  occasions 
waa  strongly  demonstrated.     Two  men 
were  pillored  at  Brentford^  one  for  com* 
promising  a  itui  Tarn  action,  and  the  other 
ior  a  crime  of  a  detestable  nature,  not  less 
atrocious;  and  yet  such  was  the  indigna- 
tion felt  towards  the  informer,  that  he  was 
nearly  killed,  while  his  companion  in  sof* 
faring    escaped    unhurt     The   punish- 
ment, he  insisted,    was   unequal :    to  a 
man  in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  it  was 
worse  than  death :    it  drove  him  from 
jeciety,  and  would  not  suffer  him  to  return 
to    respectability ;     while,    to   a    more 
hardened  ofiender,   it  could  not  be  an 
object  of  much  terror,  and  it  could  not 
affect  his  family  or  bis  prospects  in  the 
saote  degree.    To  show  the  severity  with 
which  legal   punishmenta  pressed   upon 
persons  in  the  higher  walks  of  life,  ha  ad- 
verted to  the  case  of  Dr.  Dodd,  who  had 
been  justly  sentenced  to  die  for  forgery ; 
a  crime,  with  respect  to  which  the  law 
could  permit  no  variation  in  the  sentence. 
Before  be  received  sentence  of  death.  Dr. 
Dodd  addreaied  the  Court,  and  set  forth 
the  circumstances  of  his  former  life.    He 
atat^d,  that  many  who  had  been  among  bis 
,  hearers  had    become  belter   men  from 
hearinsT  him  in  the  pulpit,  that  he  had  thus 
been  ue  means  of  rescuing  others  from 
^  Tice,  aud  he  added  these  words,  *'  Conde- 
**  scend  to  reflect,  my  lord^  if  these  consi- 
derations aggravate  my  offence,  how  much 
ihey  must  imbitter  my  punishment."  The 
hoo.  gentleman  concluded  with  saying, 
that  it  was  grating  to  his  feelings  to  leave 
auch  a  punishment  as  that  of  the  pillory  in 
the  hands  of  a  court,  who  might  treat  the 
admirable  author  of  Junius,  if  he  were  dis- 
covered, in  the  same  manner  as  the  most 
atrocioui  criminal.    The  punishment  of 
iho  pillory  wu  the  remnant  of  a  barbarous 


age,  and  the  cruel  instrument  of'8tar-> 
chamber  authority*  He  then  moved  aad 
obtained  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  <*  im 
abolish  the  punishment  of  the  pillory,'' 

FoaaiGN  Wim  Bill.]  The  CSkmeefibr 
^  the  Exckequir  said,  that  in  conaequenci^ 
of  a  communication  which  he  had  had 
from  the  Portuguese  ambassador,  respect* 
ing  a  representation  to  his  Court,  calea* 
4ated  to -obviate  the  necessity  of  thtn 
meaaure,  he  should  press  it  no  farther* 
Therefore  the  right  hon.  gentleman  moved 
the  third  reading  of  the  Bill  this  day  aia 
months.   .Agreed  to*  * 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday^  Aprils. 
AnnaBss  on    thi   PatNci  RiomiT's 

J\IS88AGE     aESroCTlMO     TBB     EVBNTS     lH 

Fmmcb.1  The  Marouis  of  idmmhumm 
wished,  oefiNre  the  oider  of  the  day  wmm 
read,  that  the  noble  lord  oppoai^,  or  some.^ 
other  of  the  Prince  Uegent'a  mimatera, 
would  give  soma  explanation,  on  a  sobjeca 
nearly  connected  with  it :  he  alluded  to  ifae 
alleged  detention  of  French  ships  by  our 
cruisers.  There  were  two  questions  which 
required  an  answer:  first,  whether  any 
sshipa  had  been  ao  detained  ?  aecond,  who* 
ther,  if  they  bad  been  so  detained,  tli« 
detention  waa  authorised  by  Government  # 

Viscount  MMlk  replied,  that  the  de- 
tention had  occurred  in  only  one  or  two 
instances;  and  certainly  they  had  mH 
b^en  authoriaed  by  the  Gfovernment.  < 

The  order  of  the  day  for  the  CQBsider*^ 
tion  of  the  Prince  Begent's  Message  being 
read, 

.  The  Earl  of  Lmrpooi  rose.  Approving 
as  he  did  of  the  answer  given  by  his  noble 
friend  to  the  questions  which  had  beea 
put  to  him,  he  had  nothing  farther  to  say 
upon  that  subject,  and  he  therefore  would 
now  proceed  to  call  their  lordships  atten«> 
tion  to  the  Message  which  he  had  Jast 
night  the  honour'to  deliver  to  their  lord* 
ships  from  his  royal  highnem  the  Princa 
Regent;  and  though  he  did  not  anticipate 
much  opposition  to  the  Address  which  ha 
intended  to  propose,  yet  he  felt  it  his  doty, 
considering  the  nature  of  the  crisis,  and  of 
the  events  which  had  lately  taken  place, 
to  make  some  few  observations:  but  a 
desire  always  to  spve  the  time  of  their 
lordships  as  much  as  possible,  and  a  desiro 
likewise  to  abstain  from  all  discussion  of 
topics  on  which'  considerable  differencea 
of  opinion  might  be  antenpjnad^  would 
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ittilfce  kim  to  keep  cleari  as  far  as  kr 
covid,  of  every  point  not  neceMarily  con- 
nected witk  hii  motion.  He  was  not  one 
of  tkose  who  expected,  that  after  the 
changes  which  had  taken  place  in  France 
daring  the  last  twenty*fife  years,  and  the 
moral  coovoMon  which  had  agitated  that 
•nd  other  countries  of  Europe,  affiiirs 
would  settle  in  a  permanent  state  of  repose 
mod  security,  without  any  danger  of  a 
leralsion,  against  which  it  was  wise  to 
guard  by  prudent  measures  of  precaution : 
but  he  admitted  at  the  same  time,  that 
■000  of  4hem  had  in  contemplation  the* 
events  which  had  happened  in  March  last, 
or  that  so  sudden -and  entire  a  change 
should  have  been  effected  in  so  short  a 
time  without  a  struggle.  In  looking  at 
the  Treaty  of  Paris,  to  Which  he  must  now 
•call  their  lordships  attention,  there  was 
one* circumstance  which  could  not  fail  to 
etrifae  every  one  who  considered  the  time 
mid  stale  of  things  under  which  it  was 
coDcluded-^he  alluded  to  the  remarkable 
liberality  of  the  conduct  of  the  Allies  on 
that  occafien.  Ho  could  not  look  at  that 
drcomstance,  even  now  witk  regret,  be* 
cause  no  one  could  contemplate  the  power, 
Ibe  extent,  and  popukition  of  France,  and 
wot  feel  that  h  would  have  been  unilise  to 
kuve  exacted  from  that  people  any  thing 
which  could  reasonably  humble  them  in 
their  own  estimation.  If  advantage  had 
been  taken  of  tke  situation  in  which  the 
Alliea  then  stood,  to  demand  any  thing 
which  migkt  be  dishonourable  for  France 
to  grant,  the  Allies  were  aware,  that  by 
Ikat  course  they  would  have  been  sowing 
tke  seeds  of  future  wars,  that  the  first  op- 
portunity would  perhaps  be  taken  to  in* 
winffo  the  IVeaty,  and  tkat  its  naturu 
■signt  fumtsk  eome  excuse,  though  not  a 
juat  ftround  for  the  infraction.  It  was, 
therefore,  the  policy  of  the  Allies  to  act 
with  a  wise  liberality.  Perkaps  there 
were  sonse  concessions  with  respect  to 
which  there  might  be  a  doubt  whether 
they  were  necessary  or  advisable  &  but 
this,  at  least,  was  clear,-— that  the  character 
of  the.  IVeaty  was^  voder  the  circum* 
stances,  tliat  of  an  arrangement  highly 
bosKNBrable  to  France.  It  was  a  treaty 
witk  wkicb  tke  people  of  tkat  country  kad 
every  reason  to  be  8atisfied-H>oe  wkicb 
had  been  studioosly  rendered  consistent 
with  every  Cseling  wklch  they  could  justly 
eotertaiii  as  Frenchmen  and  guod  anbjecu. 
Kach  being  the  general  nutare  of  that 
TnM^p.  he  waa  desirous  also  to  oall  their 
kadikipo  attealaon  to  ifeo  Treutf  of  Fob* 


tainbleau,  and  to  the  circumstaoces  under 
which  it  was  concluded ;  and  he  was  the 
more  desirous  to  do  so,  because  he  be« 
lieved  that  some  misapprehension  had  * 
prevailed  on  that  subject.  The  part  which 
this  country  kad  taken  in  that  Treaty,  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  say  something  on  that 
point.  Whatever  might  have  been  the 
wish  of  the  Government  of  this  cbuntry  as 
to  the  matters  which  formed  the  subject  of 
that  Treaty,  there  was,  in  truth,  no  alterna- 
tive for  them.  They  were  obliged  to  give 
a  qualified  assent  to  it :  but  in  justfficaiioa 
of  the  Sovereigns,  the  circumstances  under 
Which  that  Treaty  was  made  ought  to  be 
considered  in  all  their  bearings.  These 
circumstances  were  very  difierent  from 
what  thev  were  supposed  by  many  persons 
to  have  been.  When  in  March  last  year 
the  Allies  advanced  to  Paris,  a  declaration 
was  issued  by  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and 
King  of  Prussia,  that  tney  would  not  treat 
with  the  person  then  at  the  head  of  the 
French  government.  Af^r  the  attack 
upon  the  French  troops  near  Paris,  and 
the  entrance  of  the  Allies  into  that  cHy,  u 
revolution  took  place:  the  Conservative 
Senate  was  assembled,  and  a  provisional 
government  appointeil  to  negociate  with 
the  Allies.  Under  these  circiraisuncos  it 
was  proposed  to  grant  a  place  of  retreat 
for  the  person  who  was  then  ruler  of 
France,  and  it  was  represented  in  support 
of  this  proposition,  that  it  afforded  the  only  ' 
means  of  avoiding  %  civil  war  in  Firance, 
and  of  bringing  over  the  marabalsy  who 
probably  would  not  accede  to  the  new 
arrangement  unless  that  point  were  ae- 
cured.  At  that  time  the  only  manhal 
who  had  acceded  to  the  new  order  of 
things  was  Marmont.  Besides  tke  consi* 
deration  of  the  state  of  the  provisional 

Sivernment,  it  was  to  be  recollected  that 
uonaparti  himself  was  at  the  bead  of 
50,000  men  ;  that  there  was  an  army  of 
50,000  men  in  the  south,  nnder  the  com^ 
mand  of  marshal  Soult,  whom  there  waa 
no  reason  for  supposing  to  be  uo&ithful  to 
Buooapartft;  and  there  wasklso  in  Italy  m 
large  army,  much  superior,  tsMw  into 
consideration  its  sppointqM0ts«.  lo^ifali||[ 
opposed  to  it,  which  there  could  be  no^ 
doubt  would  be  faithful  to  him.  In  addi-* 
tion  t^  this,  all  the  fortified  plaOea  itf 
France,  Holland,  and  on  the  Rhine,  were 
nominally  subject  to  his  authority'^iio* 
mioally,  he  said,  because  it  was  impossible 
to  know  what  -effect  the  appointment  oC 
the  provisionml  government  might  have 
had  ppon  the  garriaoiis.    With  the! 
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powers  of  Eorope,  as  well  as  the  interests 
of  this  country.  What  his  own  senti« 
nents  were«  ^is  far  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  ihose  interests,  he  should  think  it 
inconsistent  with  his  daty  to  state.  What- 
ever that  opinion  was^  he  conld  confix 
dently  state  that  there  was  no  disposition 
on  the  part  of  this  GoTemment  to  drive 
the  Allies  into  a  more  extensive  war  policy 
than*  might  be  consistent  with  their  owa 
sentiments  and  feelings.  After  remarking 
that  the  House  could  feel  no  difficulty  in 
agreeing  to  the  opinion  of  the  Message, 
that  armed  preparation  was  necessary, 
and  that  concert  with  the  Allies  was  de- 
sirable, and  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
general  interest. of  Europe;  his  lordship 
concluded  by  moving  the  Address^  which 
was  an  echo  of  the  Message. 

Lord  GranoUle  said,  be  knew  not  whe- 
ther he  should  have  troubled  their  lord- 
ships on  the  subject  of  the  Address  moved 
by  the  noble  ear),  had  it  not  been  to  re- 
mark on  the  impropriety  of  >  any  prema- 
ture allusion  to  points  not  included  in  the 
Message  or  the  Address.  If  at  that  time 
he  was  to  have  entered  on  the  considera* 
tion  of  the  policy  of  that  treaty,  by  which 
It  was  hoped  the  contest  in  which  this 
country  had  been  engaged  was  fin%liy 
terminated — if  he  had  then  to  examine  the 
loose  and  negligent,  stipalations  which  had 

{produced  that  dreadful  alternative  which 
ay  before  them— he  should  have  had 
much  to  remark ;  and  should  have  in- 
quired how  far  any  circunutances  could 
have  justified  the  bringing  that  struggle 
to  a  conclusion,  by  a  treaty  which,  as 
it  now  appeared,  though  he  had  long 
strove  to  hide  it  fh>m  himself,  afforded  no 
security  whatever  against  its  instant  and 
immediate  renewal.  If  that  had  been  the 
proper  moment,  he  should  have  inquired 
what  new  plan  was  it,  under  which  the 
conduct  of  gallant  officers,  in  matters  af- 
ftcting  their  own  honour  and  the  interests 
of  the  country,  was  to  be  regulated,  not 
by  instructions— but  to  rest  on  an  under- 
standing, loose  and  undefined,  between 
them  and  some  of  the  superior  officers  of 
the  state ;  whence  an  accident  had  hap* 
pened,  which  placed  before  them  the 
mlterqative  of  armed  and  insecure  peace, 
or  fierce  and  doubtful  war.  But  at  the 
present  moment,  those  considerations  were 
foreign  to  the  question  before  them  ;  and 
he  knew  not  why  the  noble  earl  had 
called  up  the  remembrance  of  that  negli- 
gence—of that  neglect  of  the  vital  inte- 
rests of  the  country— which  the  circum- 


stances he  had  referred  lo  betrayed.    But 
being  placed  as  they  were  in  a  pe^ilova 
situation,  it  was  the  conduct  of  men,  of 
Englishmen,  to  consider,  not  how  we  hai 
come  into  such  a  state,  but  what  line  waa 
to  be  adopted  to  extricate  ourselves.   The 
Message  which  had  been  communicated 
to  the  House,  and  the  directions  which  the 
Prince  Regent  declared  he  had  given,  he 
fully  approved  o£— both  the  measures  of 
concert  which  had  beeii  taken,  and  that 
armed  and    formidable    preparation    hf 
which  the  .interests  of  the  country  hsa 
been  saved.  He  had  eagerly  cherished  the 
hope  that  the  struggle  had  been  brought 
to  a  filial  termination,  and  had  anxiously 
anticipated  the  momisnt  when  we  were  to 
reduce  our  naval  and  military  establish* 
ments;  which  reduction  he  thought  waa 
due  to  the  past  exertions  of  the  country, 
to  the  state  of  4>«r  finances,  but  above  all 
things  to  the  principles  of  the  constitutieil.* 
It  was  without  reluctance,  that  at  the  pre* 
sent  moment  he  gave  up  ell  idee  of  re* 
ductioa  for  the  present;  and  he  shouU 
cheerfully  assent, to  measures  which,  in*" 
stead  of  reducing  establishments,  would 
increase,  the  burthens  under  which  the 
country  laboured,  but  which  were,  at  the 
same  time,  indispensably  necessary.    As 
to  the  concert  between  the  Allied  Powers,r 
he  was  persuaded  that  there  was  no  pea*' 
sible  issue  by  which  we  could  hope  for 
success,  but  through  the  road  which  the 
Message  pointed  out  to  the  House  and  the 
country«-«a  close,  intimatei  and  cordial 
connection  between  this  country  and  the 
allied  powers  of  the  Continent  He  hoped,' 
therefore,  that  every  efibrt  would  be  made 
to  maintain  peace  and  harmony  between 
the  different  rowers,  if  it  existed ;  to  re* 
establish  it,  if  it  had  been  unhappily  inter- 
rupted ;  and  as  the  .most  cordial  union  waa 
to  be  hoped  for  among  the  Allies,  as  the 
best  security  for  Europe,  so  the  unanimeue 
feeling  of  the  country  wu  to  be  encou* 
rag|ed.    If  he  could  hope  that  the  voice  of 
an  individual  could  be  heard  beyond  those 
walls,  or  even  beyond  this  country,  he 
was    most   anxious   to  impreu  on    the 
House,  and  he  hoped  that  it  would  be 
impressed  on  foreign  powers  also,  that» 
now  we  bad  a^in  been  plunged  into  that 
dreadful  situatton,  every  state  should  give 
up  the  idea  of  separate  intetests.    It  waa 
to  be  tecoUected  by  all,  that  they  had  not 
to  consider  whether  this  or  that  separate 
interest  might  be  pursued  with  hope  of 
subcess,   but  that  all  hope  of  general 
aafety,  as  well  aa  the  particalar  ialenHef 
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called  on  to  essniiDe  the  sobject.  hn 
hoped  all  the  |^roaada  which  coald  with 
propriety  woold  be  laid  before  them  ;* 
well  Msared  that  u  unanimity  in  Eorope 
was  the  only  hope  for  the  general  lafety^ 
10  the  onanimous  spirit  tfnd  opinio  of  tho 
peopleof  this  country -was  to  be  regarded 
as  the  most  effectoal  security  for  this 
country,  and  the  most  animating  prospect 
of  success  in  whatever  line  we  sought  to 
pursue. 

The  Marquis  WeUaiiy  said,  that  what* 
ever  was  the  ultimate  result  of  the  present 
calamitous  crisis,  it  could  not  (ail  to  be 
animaling,  amidst  the  danger  whiclr 
threateuMl  this  country  and  Europe  thai 
the  spirit  of  our  people,  the  valour  of  our 
arms,  the  extent  of  our  resQurces,  had 
been  carried  to  their  utmost  pitch ;  and 
while  we  had  aflbrded  an  example  to 
others,  we  had  saved  oursekes,  and  risen 
to  a  heisht  beyond  our  hopes  both  in  seat* 
rity  and  glory.  He  rejoiced  also,  that  in* 
stead  of  beins  hurried  precipitately  into 
violent  acts  of  war,  which  would  have  be- 
trayed real  timidity,  the  more  dangerous, 
because  it  assumed  the  garb  of  courage, 
they  had  merely  been  called  on  to  give 
credit  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  for  those 
measures  of  prudence  and  precaution 
which  would  enable  the  country  to  resist 
the  danger  in  whatever  shape  it  appeared. 
With  these  sentiments  he  should  nave  ter-^ 
roinated  his 'observations,  but  for  certain 
remarks  of  his  noble  friend  (the  earl  of 
Liverpool),  which  were  such  that  he  could 
not  remain  silent  The  observation  to 
which  he  particularly  alluded  was,  that 
we  could  not  expect  Europe  to  subside 
into  a  state  of  peace  without  some  further 
conrolsions.  It  had  been  long  his  opinion, 
and  it  was  known  to  be  so,  that  the  con« 
duct  of  Congress  had  led  to  the  events 
which  we  had  now  to  regret ;  that  system 
bis  judgment  might  be  erroneous,  but  it  |  (if  indeed  that  could  Im  called  a  system, 

which  was  nothing  bul  an  undigested  mass 
of  mutilated  materials)  which  the  Powers 
at  Vienna  had  establbbed,  had  been  in 
his  judgment  the  true  cause  of  the  de« 
throneroent  of  the  august  family  of  Boor* 
bon.  The  noble  lord  bad  said,  that  in 
framing  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  care  bad 
been  taken  to  consult  the  character  and 
honour  of  France.  In  viewing  this  snb* 
ject,  it  was  evident  that  there  were  two 
systems  of  policy  that  might  be  pursued. 
In  the  first  place,  that  France  should  be 
required  to  withdraw  within  her  ancient 
limits;  if  this  principle  were  adopted, 
then   it   aught   to    be   applied   equalijir 


each  state,  entirely  depended  upon  the 
abandonment  of  every  private  and  parti- 
cular interest*    If  be  were  asked,  what 
ior  the  last  twenty-fiive  years  had  been 
the    general    cause   that*  had   sobjected 
nearly  all  the  states  of  Eurone  to  calami- 
ties and  ruin,  and  which  hao  enabled  the 
French  to  carry  their  triumphant  arms 
from  one  capital  to  another^— thaL  no  go- 
vernment was  undisturbed,  no  country  se* 
core,  no  people  safe,— the  cause,  he  should 
answer  was,  that  no  arguments,  no  force 
of  reason,  not  even  the  dreadful  force  of 
calamitous  experience,   could    inculcate 
the  idea,  that  not  merely  a  nominal  fe- 
4eration,  but  an  intimate  union  of  feeling 
and  purpose  among  the  governments  and 
jNTople  could  aflbrd  safety  to  any  part  of 
jBuropo  from  those  .calamities.    No  se- 
parate interest,  therefore^  should  at  such 
a  time  be  suffered  to  intrude  on  the  mind 
of  any  man,  or  into  the  counsels  of  any 
state.    Having  heard  the  Address  which 
had  been  proposed  by  the  noble  earl,  he 
could  not  but  state,  that  it  met  with  his 
entire  and  cordial  concurrence,  because  it 
was  strictly  limited  to  what  circumstances 
fequired.    It  would  have  been  most  im» 
proper  that  Parliament  should  have  been 
called  on  to  decide  on  the  ultimate  course 
to  be  pursued,  till  the  circumstances  by 
which  that  course  could  be  properly  de- 
termined, were  communicated  to  them  by 
the  constitutional  authority  from  which 
they  were  entitled  to  receive  it.    When- 
ever a  per^ct  concert  was  established, 
which  might  justify  such  a  Message  as 
would  put  Parliament  in  posseuion  of  the 
policy  which  the   Powers  might  think 
proper  to  •  pursue,  then  would  it  be  for 
them  to  decide  on  the  great  and  diffi* 
colt  question  between  two  dreadful  alter- 
natives.   He  trusted  he  should  not  then 
be  found  wanting  in  duty  to  his  country  : 


should  be  founded  on  the  best  lights  which 
Perliament  might  be  in  possession  of;  but 
he  should  be  sorry  if  any  thing  bad 
escaped  him  at  present  which  might  be 
mbconstrued  (for  it  could  only  be  mis* 
constrned,  if  so  interpreted,)  to  convey  an 
opinion  on  a  matter  which  Parliament 
had  not  yet  to  decide.  It  had  been  said, 
that  the  question  was  an  European  as  well 
as  an  English  question.  It  wu  an  Eog- 
lub,  because  it  was  an  European  question. 
He  should  cheerfully  await  the  decision 
of  the  Powers  who  had  deliberated  on  the 
common  safety  of  Europe,  and  each  par- 
ticular state ;  and  when  Parliament  was 
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powers  of  £arope,  as  well  as  the  interests 
of  this  country.  What  his  own  senti- 
nents  were,  -as  far  as  he  was  acquainted 
with  those  interests^  be  should  think  it 
iacoBsistent  with  his  daty  to  state.  What- 
ever that  opinion  was,  he  could  confi*^ 
dently  state  that  there  was  no  disposition 
on  the  part  of  this  GoTernment  to  drive 
the  Allies  into  a  more  extensive  war  policy 
than- might  be  consistent  with  their  own 
sentiments  and  feelings.  After  remarking 
that  the  House  could  feel  no  difficulty  in 
agreeing  to  the  opinion  of  the  Message, 
that  armed  preparation  was  necessary, 
and  that  concert  with  the  Allies  was  de- 
sirable, and  would  be  beneficial  to  the 
general  interest. of  Europe;  bis  lordship 
concluded  by  moTing  the  Addresi^  wiiich 
was  an  echo  of  the  Message. 

Lord  Gremrilk  said,  he  knew  not  whe« 
ther  he  should  have  troubled  their  lord- 
ships on  the  subject  of  the  Address  moved 
by  the  noble  earl,  had  it  not  been  to  re^ 
mark  on  the  impropriety  of  ^  any  premar 
tore  allusion  to  points  not  included  in  the 
Message  or  the  Address.  Ifat  that  time 
he  was  to  have  entered  on  the  considered 
tion  of  the  policy  of  that  treaty,  by  which 
it  was  hoped  the  contest  in  which  this 
country  had  been  engaged  was  fin%lly 
terminated— if  he  had  then  to  examine  the 
loose  and  negligent  stipulations  which  had 

{produced  that  dreadful  alternative  which 
ay  before  them— he  should  have  had 
much  to  remark ;  and  should  have  in- 
quired how  far  any  circumstances  could 
have  justified  the  bringing  that  struggle 
to  a  conclusion,  by  a  treaty  which,  as 
it  now  appeared,  though  he  had  long 
strove  to  hide  it  from  himself,  afforded  no 
security  whatever  aguinst  its  instant  and 
immediate  renewal.  If  that  had  been  the 
proper  moment,  he  should  have  inanired 
what  new  plan  was  it,  under  which  the 
conduct  of  gallant  officers,  in  matters  af- 
fecting their  own  honour  and  the  interests 
of  the  country,  was  to  be  regulated,  not 
by  instructions— hot  to  rest  on  an  under- 
standing, loose  and  undefined,  between 
them  and  some  of  the  superior  officers  of 
the  state ;  whence  an  accident  had  hep* 
pened,  which  placed  before  them  the 
alteniatiTe  of  armed  and  insecure  peace, 
or  fierce  and  doubtful  war.  But  at  the 
present  moment,  those  considerations  were 
foreign  to  the  question  before  them  ;  and 
he  knew  not  why  the  noble  earl  had 
called  up  the  remembrance  of  that  negli- 
gence—of that  neglect  of  the  vital  inte- 
rests of  the  country — which  the  circnm- 


stances  he  had  referred  to  betrayed.    Bol 
being  placed  as  they  were  in  a  peHloss 
situation,  it  was  the  condoct  of  men,  of 
Englishmen,  to  consideri  not  how  we  had 
come  iQto  such  a  state,  hut  what  line  wae 
to  be  adopted  se  extricate  ourselves.   The 
Message  which  had  been  communicated 
to  the  House,  and  the  directions  which  the 
Prince  Regent  declared  he  had  giveUi  he 
fully  approved  of^— both  the  measures  of 
concert  which  had  been  taken,  luid  thai 
armed  and    formidable    preparation    by 
which  the  .interests  of  the  country  hsd 
t)een  saved.   He  had  eagerly  cherished  the 
hope  that  the  struggle  had  been  brought 
to  a  final  termination,  and  hsd  anxtously 
anticipeted  the  moment  when  we  were  to 
reduce  our  naival  and  miKtarv  establish* 
meots;  which  reduction  he  thought  was 
due  to  the  past  exertions  of  the  country, 
to  the  state  of  our  finances,  but  above  ail 
things  to  the  principles  of  the  constitutioii*' 
It  was  without  reluctance,  that  at  the  pre- 
sent moment  he  gave  op  all  idee  nf  re* 
duction  for  the  present;  and  he  should 
cheerfully  assent  to  measures  which,  in«^ 
stead  of  reducing  establishments,  would 
increase:  the  burthens  under  which  the 
country  laboured,  but  which  were,  at  the 
same  time,  indispensably  necessary.    As 
to  the  concert  between  the  Allied  Powers, 
he  wes  persuaded  that  there  was  no  poe» 
sible  issue  by  which  we  could  hope  for 
success,  but  through  the  road  which  the 
Message  pointed  out  to  the  House  and  the 
country-«a  close,  iotimatei  and  cordial 
connection  between  this. country  and  the 
allied  powers  of  the  Continent.  He  hoped,* 
therefore,  that  every  efibrt  would  he  made 
to  maintain  peace  and  harmony  between 
the  different  Powers,  if  it  existed;  to  re* 
establish  it,  if  it  had  been  unhappily  inter- 
rupted ;  and  as  the. most  cordial  union  wae 
to  be  hoped  for  among  the  Allies,  as  the 
best  security  for  Europe,  so  the  unaoimoue 
feeling  of  the  country  wu  to  be  encou« 
ragged.    If  he  could  hope  that  the  voice  of 
an  individual  could  be  heard  beyonclihose 
walls,  or  even  beyond  this  country,  he 
was   most   anxious   to  impreM  on   the 
House,  and  be  hoped  that  it  would  be 
impressed  on  foreign  powers  also,  tha^ 
now  we  liad  aaaio  been  plunged  into  thai 
dreadful  situation,  every  state  shooU  give 
up  the  idea  of  separate  interests.    It  was 
to  be  recollected  by  all,  that  they  had  not 
to  consider  whether  this  or  that  separate 
interest  might  t>e  pursued  with  hope  of 
subcess,   but  that  all  hope  of  general 
safety,  es  well  ae  the  ptrtiGolir  ioleraitec 


each  itttCi  entirely  depended  open  the  called  on 
ftbuidonneni  of  every  priTate  end  parti- 
coUr  inlereat  If  be  were  atked^  what 
lor  the  last  tweaty-fite  yeara  had  been 
the  general  came  that*  had  aabjected 
nearly  all  the  itatet  of  Eurone  to  calami* 
ties  and  min.  and  which  hao  enabled  the 
French  to  carry  their  trinnphant  arms 
from  one  capital  to  another«F-»thaL  no  go- 
vernment was  ondistorbed*  no  conotry  te- 
core,  no  people  tafe*— the  caote,  he  thoold 
anawer  was.  that  no  argomenU*  no  force 
of  reason,  not  even  the  dreadfol  force  of 
calamitoQs  experience,  coold  incolcate 
the  idea,  that  not  merely  a  nominal  fe- 
deration, bat  an  intimate  onion  of  feeling 
and  porpote  among  the  goTernmentt  and 
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to  examine  the  tobjec^  he 
hoped  all  the  groandt  which  coold  with 
propriety  would  be  laid  before  them  ;* 
well  amored  that  aa  unanimity  in  Eoropo 
wae  the  only  hope  for  the  general  lafety, 
so  the  onanimoos  spirit  Und  opinio  of  tho 
peopleof  this  country  wae  to  be  regarded 
as  the  most  efiectoal  security  for  thii 
country,  and  the  most  animating  proapect 
of  success  in  whatever  line  we  sought  to 
pursue. 

The  Marquis  WdUdey  said,  that  what* 
ever  was  the  ultimate  result  of  the  present 
calamitous  crisis,  it  could  not  fail  to  be 
animating,  amidst  the  danger  which 
threatens  this  country  and  &irop^  thai 
the  spirit  of  oor  people,  the  valour  of  our 


Mople  could  afford  safety  to  any  part  of  I  arms,  the  extent  of  oor  res<^urces,  had 


Suropo  from  those  .calamities.  No  se- 
parate interest,  therefore,  should  at  such 
a  time  be  suffered  to  intrude  on  the  mind 
of  any  man,  or  into  the  counselt  of  anv 
elate.  Having  heard  the  Address  which 
bad  been  proposed  by  the  noble  earl,  he 
coold  not  but  state,  that  it  met  with  his 
enth'o  and  cordial  concurrence,  because  it 
was  strictly  limited  to  what  circumstances 
required.  It  would  have  been  most  im- 
proper that  Parliament  should  have  been 
called  on  to  decide  on  the  ultimate  course 
to  be  pursued,  till  the  circumstances  by 
which  that  course  could  be  properly  de- 
termined, were  communicated  to  them  by 
the  constitutional  authority  from  which 
they  were  entitled  to  receive  it.  When- 
ever a  per^ct  concert  was  established, 
which  might  justify  such  a  Message  as 
would  put  Parliament  in  possewion  of  the 
policy  which  the  Powers  might  think 
proper  to  pursue,  then  would  it  be  for 
ihem  to  decide  on  the  great  and  diffi- 
cult question  between  two  dreadful  alter- 
native!. He  trusted  he  should  not  then 
be  found  wanting  in  duty  to  his  country  : 
his  judgment  might  be  erroneous,  but  it 
should  be  founded  on  the  best  lights  which 
Perliaroent  might  be  in  posseuion  of;  but 
be  should  be  sorry  if  any  thing  had 
escaped  him  at  present  which  might  be 
misconstrued  (for  it  could  only  be  mis* 
coostmed,  if  so  interpreted,)  to  convey  an 
opinion  on  a  matter  which  Parliament 
had  not  yet  to  decide.  It  had  been  said, 
that  the  question  was  an  European  as  well 
as  an  English  question.  It  was  an  Eng- 
lish, because  it  was  an  European  question. 
He  should  cheerfully  await  the  decision 
of  the  Powers  who  had  deliberated  on  the 
common  safety  of  Europe,  and  each  par- 
ticular state ;  and  when  Parliament  was 


been  carried  to  their  ntmoet  pitch ;  and 
while  we   had  afforded  an  example  to 
others,  we  had  saved  ourselves,  and  risen 
to  a  heicht  beyond  our  hopes  both  in  secu- 
rity and  glory.     He  rejoiced  also,  that  in- 
stead of  beinff  hurried  precipitately  into 
violent  acts  of  war,  whicn  would  have  be- 
trayed real  timidity,  the  more  dangerous, 
because  it  assumed  the  garb  of  courage, 
they  had  merely  been  called  on  to  give 
credit  to  his  Majesty's  ministers  for  those 
measures   of    prudence   and   precaution 
which  would  enable  the  country  to  resist 
the  danger  in  whatever  shape  it  appeared. 
With  these  sentiments  he  should  have  ter* 
minated  his  observations,  but  for  certain 
remarks  of  his  nohle  friend  (the  earl  of 
Liverpool),  which  were  such  that  he  could 
not  remain  silent     The  observation  to 
which  he  particularly  alluded  wu,  that 
we  could  not  expect  Europe  to  subside 
into  a  state  of  peace  without  some  further 
convulsions.   It  had  been  long  his  opinion, 
and  it  was  known  to  be  so,  that  the  con- 
duct of  Congress  had  led  to  the  events 
which  we  had  now  to  regret ;  that  sylitem 
(if  indeed  that  could  m  called  a  system, 
which  was  nothing  but  an  undigested  mass 
of  mutilated  materials)  which  the  Powers 
at  Vienna  bad  established,  had  been  in 
his  judgment  the  true  cause  of  the  de- 
thronement of  the  august  family  of  Bour« 
bon.    The  noble  lord  bed  said,  that  in 
framing  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  care  had 
been  taken  to  consult  the  character  and 
honour  of  France.    In  viewing  this  snb« 
ject,  it  was  evident  that  there  were  two 
systems  of  policy  that  might  be  pursued. 
In  the  first  place,  that  France  should  be 
required  to  withdraw  within  her  ancient 
limits;    if  this  principle  were  adopted, 
then   it   ought   to    bo   applied   equally 
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to  all  the  other  governiiuenit  of  Eurofie: 
«^ii  tlM  tecood  place,  if  general  changes 
vnd  distrtboliont  of  territory  were  re* 
9oived  upoo,  thai  the  same  rale  thoold 
be  applied  to  France  ttiai  regulated  other 
powers*p  Had  either  of  t&se  lines  of 
policy  been  porsucd?  No:  no  general 
•ysten  had  been  acted  upon ;.  the  mere 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  parties  was  con- 
•ohed|  and  the  Sorereigns  at  Vienna  had 
punished  one  Power  because  it  first  entered 
laio  the  contest  with  them,  and  another 
beCMiae  it  had  last  quitted  the  cauie 
which  it  had  espoaaed.  The  resalt  had 
been,  that  instead  of  fixing  a  system  of 
permaoent  tranqoillity  and  happiness,  the 
uboors  of  Congress  had  been  devoted  to 
eetablish  a  system  of  gross  injustice  and 
abaolote  discordance.  The  misfortune 
with  regard  to  France  was,  that  neither  of 
the  two  principles  he  had  noticed  had 
been  observed :  she  had  been  compelled, 
with  a  very  slight  deviation,  to  retire 
within  bar  ancient  frontiers  ;  she  bad  been 
severely  punished,  while  other  Powers  had 
been  aggrandized  to  an  immense  extent, 
and  great  accesdons  of  territory  and 
strength  had  been  given  to  those  who  had, 
from  various  causes,  become  objects  of 
peculiar  favour.  This  it  was  that  had 
produced  so  strong  a  feeling  in  France 
against  the  Bourbons;  for  the  people 
considered  them  merely  as  agents  in  the 
bands  of  foreign  Powers,  who  bad  made 
them  the  instruments  of  degradation  and 
injustice  to  the  French  nation.  One  of 
the  chief  advantages  obtained  by  Boona* 
parte,  and  of  which  he  had  made  such 
ample  use  in  his  declarations,  was,  that 
France  had  been  degraded  and  lowered  in 
the  eyes  of  all  Europe,  by  means  of  those 
whom  foreigners  had  placed  upon  her 
throne.  With  respect  to  what  the  noble 
•arl  had  said  upon  the  Treaty  of  Fontain- 
bleau,  he  had  no  difficulty  in  admitting, 
that  there  had  been  such  a  contravention 
of  its  articles  as  would  justify  this  country 
In  going  to  war :  we  had  the  right  of  com- 
mencing hostilities;  but  that  was  only  half 
our  case,  since  before  war  was  declared, 
it  would  be  fit  to  know  whether  such  a 
measoroi  were  prudent  and  politic.  He 
was,  however,  by  no  means  disposetl  to 
admit  all  that  the  noble  earl  had  stated 
vpon  the  subject  of  the  Treaty  of  Fon* 
tainbleau,  especially  that  part  in  which  he 
had  argued  thai  the  terms  had  not  been 
infringed,  because  the  sum  agreed  to  be 
paid  bad  not  yet  become  doe.  But  even 
for  a  moiMfftt  alk>wtng  thai  ajsertieoj  what 


had  been  done  on  the  stipulatioBs  regard* 
tng  the  duchess  of  Parma  and  Ptacentia, 
and  her  sou  ?  What  steps  bad  been  taken 
to  carry  them  into  execution,  or  had  they 
not  been  entirely  neglected  ?  The  Fowert 
of  Europe  might,  perhaps,  deem  them* 
selves  secure;  but  under  any  circtimstancea 
could  it  be  held  wise  or  prudent  not  to 
koep  up  at  least  the  semblance  of  justico 
with  regard  to  those  distinguished  persona 
in  i^hose  fate  France  was  so  deeply  into* 
rested  ?  Was  it  wise  )0r  prudent  to  afford 
such  a  powerful  weapon  to  Buonaparte  f 
The  noble  earl  had  asserted,  that  the 
Treaty  was  made  when  Buonaparte  was  at 
the  head  of  a  large  force ;  if  so,  all  who 
still  adhered  to  his  cause  must  bt  const* 
dered,  in  some  sort,  parties  to  the  engage* 
ment ;  and  what  could  be  thought  of  tho 
combined  wisdom  of  those  who  not  only 
neglected  the  proper  custody  of  the  person 
of  the  individual,  but  were  so  careless  in 
the  observation  of  the  articles  as  to  enable 
him  to  return  with  a  strong  semblance  of 
justice  on  his  side  ?  He  hoped  that  tho 
noble  earl  would,  on  an  early  day,  fulfil 
his  promise  of  bringing  down  a  full  ez* 
planation  of  all  the  circumstances  of  this 
arrangement,  and  then  the  House  would 
have  an  opportunity'  of  more  satisfactorily 
investigating  this  point.  In  the  mean  time 
he  should  express  his  sincere  hope,  that 
any  dreadful  consequences  resulting  front 
a  breach  of  this  Treaty,'  on  either  side, 
might  be  averted,  and  that  it  might  bo 
attended  with  the  beneficial  result  of 
enabling  Congress  to  review  the  arrange- 
ments they  had  made,  and  without  any 
views  of  individual  aggrandizement  to  act 
upon  the  broad  principle  of  general  ad- 
vantage. As  his  noble  friend  who  spoke 
last  had  well  observed,  all  private  and 
personal  interests  must  be  sacrificed  to  the 
general  welfare ;  and  It  was  in  vain  to  hope 
for  harmony  and  union  among  the  Powers 
of  Europe  Until  they  consented  to  look  at 
Europe  as  a  whole,  and  to  legislate  for  the 
happiness  and  tranquillity  of  that  whole. 
The  noble  marquis  ardently  hoped  that 
the  aggravated  calamities  of  a  new  war 
would  be  averted,  and  that  the  state  of 
peace  which  we  had  only  contemplated 
might  be  realised,  "lor  our  own  welfare, 
and  for  the  welfare  of  the  rest  of  Europe  ; 
but  if  it  were  necessary  to  recommence 
hostilities,  if  its  policy  were  proved,  bo 
would  say  in  conclusion,  that  no  man  in 
the  country  would  be  found  more  ready 
tbaa  himself  to  give  every  support  to  the 
executive  government,  for  the  vigorous 
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mfni  soctsetifuL  proMCiidoD  of  a  joft  and 
necessary  wari 

Earl.  Grey  if  as   happy  to  be  relieved 
from  the  necessity  of  giving  any  opposi* 
lion  to  the  motion  before  the  House;  be 
consequently  should  not  detain  the  House 
at  any  length  upon  the  present  occasion, 
more  especially  after  what  had  been  so 
ably  stated  by  his  noble  friend  who  had 
jttst  taken.,  his  seat.    He  could  not,  how- 
•ver*  avoid  making  a  few  observations 
npon  some  part  of.  what  bad  fallen  from 
the  noble  mover  of  the  Address.    Among 
other  things  it  had  been  observed,  that  it 
could  not  be  expected .  that  Europe  conld 
revert  from  a  sute  of  military  armament 
to  a  condition  of  tranquillity  and  social 
happiness,   without  some   convulsion  or 
disturbance  in  our  progress  to  that  condi- 
tion.      AH  men  who   contemplated  the 
affairs  of  Europe  with  the  eye  of  a  states- 
aiao»  most  be  eensible  of  the  truth  of  the^ 
remark ;  but  whatTiis  lordship  complained' 
of  was  this,  that  instead  of  measures  having 
been  taken    to    avert    the    evils  which 
the  noble  lord  bad  asserted  were  foreseen, 
all  the  arrangements  of  Congress   had 
contributed  to  produce  that   convulsion 
and  disturbance*    At  one  time  there  was 
actually  danger,  that  before  the  conclusion 
of  any  negociations,a  war  would  be  com- 
menced between  some  of  the  Powers,  and 
the  arrangements    were   not  completed 
without  many  disputes  and   differences. 
Indeed  it  could  scarcely  hci  hoped,  even 
if  France  should  have  continued  onder 
the  reign  of    the    beneficent  monarch, 
whose  dethronement  all    regretted,  that 
she  could  long  remain  uninvolved  in  bos* 
tilities.  .  Why    had    not .  precaotionary 
jneasores  been  taken,  if  such  consequences 
were  forese.en  ?    Ministers  might  on  some 
future   occasion    be   called  to  a  severe 
account  for  the  share  they  had  had  in 
this  neglect;  and  if  his  lordship  was  not 
much  mistaken,  their  conduct  throughout 
bad  been  marked  with  a  total  absence  of 
.principle,  and  a  most  culpable  blindness 
to  that  which  they  now.  wished  to  per- 
suade the  House  they  had  contemplated. 
By  their  means,  in  his  Jordahip's judgment, 
some  of  the  highest  interests  of  Europe 
and  the  world  had  been  sacrificed|  and  to 
them  was  principally  to  be  attributed  the 
new  war  in  which  we  were  about  to  be 
involved.     The  noble  earl  had  .argued, 
that  it  was  our  interest  to  conclude  a 
|>eace  honourable  to  France.     Unques- 
tionably that  waa  the  fit  line  of  policy. 
Such  conduct  would  have  boeii  wiie  ted 
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meritorious ;  but  instead  of  porsoipg  it,  as 
the  noble  marquis  bad  said,  our  conduct 
had  been  totally  different,  and  we  had 
given  Buonapart6  and  the  French  people 
reason  to  say,  that  we  bad  made^he  family 
of  Bonrboo»  instrumsnts  in  the  disgrace 
and  degradation  of  France  in  the  eyes  of 
the  .world.     Thus,  then,    ministers  had 
abandoned  that  very  line  of  policy  which 
the  noble  lord  had  declared, to  be  just 
towards  France  and  politic  towards  our* 
selves.    For  this  deviation  frop  their  duty 
ministers  had  incurred  a  heavy  reaponsi* 
bility,  and   might  be  called  to  a  severe 
account.-«The  noble  earl  .had  next  ad« 
Verted  to  the  inducements  held  out  for  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleku.    Admittins  that 
Buonaparte  was  then  in  power,  and  that  it 
was  necessary  to  make  some  concessions 
to  obtain  bis  removal,  yet  in  that  very 
proportion  were  ministers  bound  strictly 
to  observe  the  conditions  of  the  Treaty. 
If  it  was  then  important  to  obtain  it,  it 
was  equally  important  that  it  should  be 
observed  by  the  good  faith  of  the  nation. 
The  noble  .earl  declared,,  however,  that 
the  articles  oLthe  Treaty  of  Fontainblean 
had  not  been  broken,  and  that  Buonaparti 
had  not  insisted  upon  it  in  his  declarations. 
The  public  journals  were  the  only  sources 
from  which  he  (earl  Grey)  could  of  course, 
obtain  information,  and  they  contained  a 
proclamation,  in  which  Buonaparte  ex* 
pressly  stated  as  a  ground  for  his  conduct, 
(he  breach  of  the  article  that  related  to 
the  duchess  of  Parma  and  his  son.    If  the 
noble  earl  rested  the  right  of  this  country 
to  make  war  upon  France  upon  the  infrac- 
tion of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainblean  by 
France,  it  became  him  in  the  first  place  to 
shew  (and  the  House  would  require  for* 
ther  information  upon  that  point),  thkt  we 
at  least  had  done  our  duty,  that  we  had^ 
broken  no  faith— and  that  before  any  plea 
was  given  by  the  late  emperor  of  France 
to  renew  hostilities    against   him.      He 
hoped,  whatever  might  be  the  result,  that 
we  never  should  be  reduced  to  the  low 
and  pitiful  expedient  of  arguing^  that  the 
terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontaiobteau  bad 
not  been  infringed  with  regard 'to  the  pe» 
cuniary  engagement,  because  the  money 
stipulated  to  be  paid  did  not  become  due 
until  the  termination  of  the  year.^>As  to 
what  the  noble  earl  had  observed  upon  the 
immediate  subject  of  wao  bis  lordship 
tbooght  that  it  would  have  been  much 
more  prudent  and  politic  not  to  make  any 
declaration  of  a  right  to  make  war  until 
the  country  wai  prepared  to  maintain  that 
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right  by  the  actual  Gommeneement  of 
hosiiiities.    The  noble  aarl  admitted,  that 
tho  question  bad  not  yet  arriTed,  whether 
%? o  shoold  or  should  not  actoaUy  •declare 
war;   then,  where  was 'the  pnidience  or 
policy,  in  the  mean  time«  of  insisting  upon 
the  right  ?    Many  inconvei^encies  might 
t>esuit  from  soch  a  basty  proceeding ;  we 
insisted  to  France  open  our  right  to  majce 
4ifar,  and  that  we  would  prosecute  it  if  we 
were  able.    If,  then,  we  abstained  from 
tbft  prosecution,  what  was  the  Inevitable 
inference,  bat  that  we  were  not  in  a  situa- 
tton  to  do  so  fronr  the  state  of  weakaeis  to 
whic%  we  had  been  reduced  ^    There  did 
tiot,  therefore,  appear  much*  wisdon^  m 
ibis  premature  and  hasty  assert!^  of  tbe 
Abstract  right.     At  the  ikmt  time  his 
lordship  readily  allowed  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  take  precautionary  measures,  by 
tbe  augmentation  of  the  efl^tive  force  pf 
<€be  country,  as  Was  stated  in  the^firstpak 
^f  ihe  Message,  and,  as  ia  the  secend,  to 
iBstablish  soch  an  intimate  conn^^n  and 
concert  with  our  Allies,  as  to  enable  us  to 
%ct'with  Tigour  and  decision,  ahould  we 
^mfortonately  he  reduced  to  that  estre- 
tnity..-*Hts  lordship  begged  to  atate,  in  a 
^w  words*  the  grounds  of  his  opinion, 
with  respect  to*  the  l^oestion  of  the  right 
^f  war.    The  noMe  earl^  in  arguing  this 
f>oint,  had,  in  hit  opinion,  lested  it  upon 
^e  tery  worst  grt^unds  that  he  could  baTO 
•^boaen,  when  he  argued,  that  Buonaparte 
tiad  brolcen  the  conditions  Of  the  Treaty 
4»f  Fbntaiiibleau ;    and,  therefore,  that  we 
liad  »  fight  of  war,  although  be  (earl 
"Grey)  was  not  at  all  prepared  to  deny' the 
tondusion;  on  Ihe  contrary,  be  was  abodt 
4o  arguo  in  its  favour,  bot  on  different 
grounds^    It  would  be  right,  considerhrg 
the  circtimstanees  under  which  they  were 
eseented,  to  contemplate  the  treaty  of 
9ontainblea«>  the  Convention  of  Paris, 
nnd  the  Treaty  of  ^ris,  as  but  one  instro- 
nent ;  and  there  was  no  principle  of  the 
iaw  of  nations  more  clear  than  this,  that  if 
in  a  treaty  between  two  powers,  eertain 
eonditioos  are  inserted,  grounded  upon  a 
^particular  state  of  circumstances,  if  those 
vircomstances    should    be    altered    with 
Yespect  to  one  of  the  powers,  the  other 
|>arty  to^the  Treaty  is  absolved  from  all 
the  obligations  which  were  binding,  until 
tbe  condition  of  affairs  was   so  Altered. 
Consequently,  the  right  of  making  war, 
imd  or  demanding  additional  securitfea, 
reveitod  to  tbe  power  whose  circumstances 
vemained  unchanged.    His  lordship  far- 
tbov  established  hia  position  by  a  quotation 
fton  VatteL    He  then  proceeded  to  app  I  y 


this  prifkoiple  to  tbe  case  of  Trance :  tfaa 
Trc^aty  of  Fontainbleau  had  been  aigned 
in  contemplation  of  Louis  the  18th  conti- 
ouiagnpon  the  throne  of  France;   thoa^ 
were  the -circumstances,  which  were  now 
lotaUy  changed  by  the  invasion  of  Boo* 
ompert^;  tooseiyaenUy  the  conditions  of 
the  Treaty  Were  abrogated,  irs  fisr  as  n»- 
lated  to  this  country,  and  we  were  aty* 
aolved  framany  adherence  to  it.    On  thia 
ground,  aetting  aside  'the  flimsy  pretenovn 
of  the  noble  eari  who'  moved  the  Addresa, 
bis  lerdshfp  wsis  of  opinion  tbaf  we  bad  a 
elaiiki  to  demand  from  Fmnce,  under  tire 
new  'ctrcnmttances  bf  the^case,  additionsil 
securiiieak  and  a  right  of  resorting  to  arms 
in  case  the  ^GovenoMient  >of 'that  country 
should  refete  toafibrd'Great  Britavn  thoi^ 
eecuritiea.    6bcb  were  'the  general ptin- 
oiples  of  the  law  of  naticma  on  which  bi^ 
lordship  grounded  the  abstradt  right  df 
Great  Britain  to  make  war  «pon'Franc«» 
ahould  auch  a  step,  on^ future  cottsidemtion^ 
be  deemed  necesM^ry,  politic,  ore^pedleRt. 
He  begged  leave,  howefcr,  *tio  disdaiih 
that  against  whidh  iie  bad  ever  protested, 
tbe  interference  of  this 'coontry  with  Ui^ 
people  of  France,  or  of  any  other  king- 
dom, in 'the  kiiarnal  arrangements  they 
may  think  fit  to  adopt    ki  all  that  hall 
been  so  eloquently  stated  by  his  noMe 
friend  (iord  Greittvine)r  npon  tbe  general 
interesta  ^and  the  true  mode  .of  promoting 
the  general  welfare  of,  Europe,  he  fulljr 
concurred,  and  he  iioped  that  tlie  Allied 
Powers,  ahould  they  again  be  calied  apett 
ti^  legislate  for  Bui<ope,  would  revert  io 
those  general  and  geiteroas  principles  ftfr 
which  tifavy  professed  lo  iiafrfrfcbglit,  md 
upon  which  their  deeiaratfonB  originally 
avowed  that- they  were  determfteed  16  act. 
No  opiniens  upon  this'  euliject  were  how* 
ever -contained  in  the  Addteaa;  and  lie 
therefore  cordially  approved  of  its  t«rms» 
and  Njoiced  that  he  ii%s  plaOed  in  "a  aitna* 
tien  to  eoncur  in  its  spirit  and  its  letter, 
tbe  ulterior  questionbeffogstill  left unde- 
cided.     His  lordship  hoped  that  befote 
Parliament  was  called  upon  to  make  any 
decision  on  a  question  of  sncbincalcolable 
magnitude,  such  communications  wodid 
be  made  as  would  enable  the  House  to 
exereiae  %  tatmd  Judgment  and  a  wise  dH- 
cretion,  without  hurry ioj^  the  country  inio 
a  war  in  which  its  best  mterests  wei%  tn» 
volved.    So  important  to  Englahd  'and  to 
Europe,  did  his  lordship  consider  a  etate 
of  tranquillity,  that  to  the'last  he  shouU 
fondly  cherish  m  hope  that  peace  might 
be  matumlned. 
The  Addrctt  was  theb  agreod  te,*fMPn;dte. 
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Friday^  AfrU  7. 

D^MMkTlON.   <IF    TBft  AlLIXS*    DATU) 

ViSKNA,  Marph  13,  IS  Id.  J  Lord  Casiie- 
vagb  prcMQled,  by  comioand  of  the 
Prmce  Begap^  a  Copy  of  «« the  Declara- 
iioaof  tbeAliini, dated  March  IS,  l«ld^" 
>ttid  XrMi«UtkMi.:  fia* 

^'  Dbclaratioit. 

'^  Lei  PaiMancea  qai  out  aigo^  le  TraU6 
4e  Paria,  raaaemU^a  en  Coagr^a  A  Vieone* 
Mapt.6t&  iDform^ea  d«  4'^vaaioD  de  Napo- 
1^0.  Baonapart^  at  da  apu  eotr^  •en 
l^rapce  avac  una  force  armie,  doWenI  k 
Jmt  digpil^  at  aw  ini^r^u^  da  Toidre 
aoca^l  d^  faira  aoct  declaration  aolaonella 
4^  aenrinMWf'  *qaa  cat  e?  ioaniaiit  laMT  a 

'*  fi^vi^lant  aioai  la  Convantion^ai  Ta 
«|ibli/  daiia.  rXIa  d'Elbe,  Baoaapait^  di- 
linui  la  aenl  titra  ttgjal  dont  Jpn  axUtanca 
dlpendfiit;.  anrapanuiumeiiJRrancaaYetc 
dan  prpj^  da  comaion  al^da  d^iocdrat  >i 
i'ccalfmia  bort^da  la  protection  da  la  loi,  el 
il  mmifefla  4.  raoiYara  qnfil  na  peat  y 
Moir  ni  pf  ijSL  ni  irava  a^ac  lot* 

«« Lea  Vttiipancaa  d6clareiit,«n  conai- 
^panoa*  %He>  Napoleon  3«<n|Rparl6  a'apt 
aiM^ttr  daa  ralMiona  cifilaa.  ai  aocialaai  ai 
qaa  copania  aimani  at  paiterbateor  da 
■IQlida»  il  a  aocooru  lavindicte  publiqae. 

•*  Bllae  declarant  an  ci^oia  taBipa:qa'e* 
lant  farmanant  v6aolqaa.A.oiaintenir  dana 
aon  inlagriti  la  Iraite  4a  Paria  du  SO  Mai 
lBt4i  et  lea  dtapoaitiona  aanctionQeaa  par 
aa  trait^  ainai  <|«ie  oallea  qui  ont  k\k  «nt* 
liaa  00  le  aarpot  par  laiaoite,  pour  la  con* 
planar  at  la.  conaoUdaff  e)laa  amployaront 
looaleara  noyeaa  et  r^nirpnt  loii#  leora 
aAw««  pom  qua  la  pwi  gfo^rale,  IVibjet 
4aa  ?aiox»  da  i'Saropay  at  la  bat  conatant 
da  laora.trarawi,  na  aoiaat  pM  troabKa  da 
QoaTaaVi.at  poor  ae.gara«tir  da  taotef  lea 
l«iitaiifaaqo»-  maaacaraiant  dareplongat 
I'noivaca.daaa.lai  d^rdraaat  laamalhaora 

^'Btqaoiqaa  hiaapaniadaaaqaa^toala 
la  Kranoa*  le  raUiaiit.aatiiar.da  aon  Soa?e« 
raio  iagitiflia»  antaoiira  iaamMiatamaat 
cadarnkMr.  effart  d'un  dilira  ooapabla  at 
impuiaMat*  toaa  lea  SoaToraina  da  I'fioropa* 
aauaia.  dea  mtiaaa  aaolimaaa,  at  gqidia 
pat  laatmtaiaa  prinoipaib  d^alarftatqaa  «i» 
GOD^vai  mala  atlantai  il  rtaoltait  oAican 
danger  vM  da.  cat  air^iiamant»  ila  aaioat 
prte-  iidaooar  a»iBoi  de.  Franoa  et  i  Ja 
nation  ^an^aiaa»  aa  Aitout  antra  Goo* 
iNMBMi^  9u  a0i|t  attann<^.agMilftt  qo^ili 


enaerontraqoiat  toata  I'aaaiatanca  n^caa* 
•aire  poor  r^tablir  la  tranqoillite«  et  d  faira 
caaie  oomoiuna  cooue  toaa  caux.qai  tan* 
teraient  de  la  compromattre. 

**  La  priaanta  Declaration,  ins6ree  an 
protocole  da  Congr^a  asaembl^  A  Vieonaj 
la  IS  Mara  181^  serareodoe  publique. 

"  Fait  et atteauftpar  let Pleoipoteniiairea 
dea  Haotea  Puisaancea  qui  oot  aigfie  la 
trait^  de  Par ta»— i  Vienna  le  1 5  Mara  1 8 1  ^^ 

[Suifent  lea  aignatorea  par  ordre  alpha* 
betiqae  dea  Coura.] 

AuTRiCHiB.— ^Le  Prince  MsTTR^MiCBr  la 
.  Baron  de  WaatBHapaa. 

EapA^NR, — P«  GoMaZ.  LABRAnOR, 

FRANCi.**-La  Prince  Taixbyrand^  le  I)oo 
da  IlAi.BaBOy  Li^TouBiBM  P!<t9«  latCo^;|^ 
Alexia  da.NoAiu.BS. 

Grandk  BaBTA(9«a«— WBLUNo«<|NiGMit^ 

CARTT»  CaXHGART*  I^^WART. 

Portugal.— Lb  Con^a-  PAi.|iBi<LA»  Saa* 

DAVBAy  LOBO. 

PRvaaa.— LaPrinca  HABD^aEROrla  Baron 

HmuoLnr, 
RuaaiB,  —  Le  Caaite  EMOuiaousKy»   la 

Contta  STACKMABiaj  laComia.NBpaai^y 

aona. 
SnBn&i-«-La  ComtaXoBwavaiBUf* 

TrandaHoiu 
'^  Declaratioh. 

'« Tba  Poivera  who  aignad.  the  TVeatjr 
of  Parity  anembled  in  CoAgiaiaatVieniia* 
baiog  informed  of  tba  eacapa  of  Napoleon 
Bapnapan^k  and  of  hiaaatrance  into  Francf 
with  an  armed  foro^  owe  it  to  tbair  own 
dignity  and  to  the  intareat  of  aerial  order, 
to  make  a  ^aolemn  declaration  of  the  aenti* 
manti  which  thu(  aya^t  Jiap.  .a^^sitad  ii^ 
them. 

'«By  thna  violating  tba  Gonventiof 
which  bad  eatabliahad  bim  in  tha  Inland 
of  Elba,  Boonaparte  deairo^a  tba  only 
liC»l.tit)a  on  which,  hit  axiaiaaca  dapand^ 
ed;  by  appearing  agaia  i^  FrRQca  with 
|tfcj^cta/<^  coqfttaion.and  dlaocder.  ha  ba| 
depriyad  himaelf  of  the  protection  of  the 
laaiik  andjbaa  mfmifaatad  to  tha.aiiivara^ 
that  there  can  be  neither  t^aca  nor  prace 
arith  hipi« 

'^Tha  Bowara  conaeqvently  dadara* 
that  Napolayp  Bimnapartt  baaptocedhiaH 
aalf  without  the.  pale  of  ci?i|.and  aooial 
relational  and  thataa  an  enemy  and  adia- 
tocbar  oC  tba  tranqniUfty  ofrthamofld, 
ha  baa  randiered  bimaatf  liabloi  to  .pnh^if 
^aogaanoa. 

r  Thay  declare  at  tba  aaaaa  tim^  tha^ 
firmly  raaalTadi  to  maintain  entira  tba 
Treaty  o|  Pari%  of  tba  SCttb  of  May»  lBi4k 
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and  tbe  ditpositioiis  sanctioned  by  that 
Treaty,  and  those  which  they  have  re- 
•olred  on,  or  shall  hereafter  resolve  on,  to 
complete  and  to  consolidate  it,  they  will 
employ  all  their  means,  and  unite  all  their 
efforts;  that  thus  the  general  peace,  the 
object  of  the  wishes  of  Europe, -and  the 
constant  purpose  of  their  labours,  may  not 
again  be  troubled,  and  to, guard  themselves 
against  every  attempt  which  shall  threaten 

*  to  re-plunee  the  world  in  the  disorders  and 
miseries  of  revolution. 

*'  And  although  entirely  persuaded 
that  all  France,  rallying  round  its  legiti- 
mate Sovereign,  will  immediately  annrhi- 

-  late  this  last  effort  of  a  criminal  and  impo* 
teiit  delirium,  all  the  Sovereigns  of  Europe, 
animated  by  the  same  sentiments,  and 
guided  by  the  same  principles,  declare, 

>  that,  if  contrary  to  all  calculations,  there 
diould  result  from  this  e?eht  any  real 
danger,  they  will  be  ready  to  give  to  the 
King  of  France,  and  the  French  nation, 
or  to  any  other  government  that  shall  be 
attacked,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  called 
upon,  all  the  assistance  requisite  to  restore 
public  tranquillity,  and  to  make  a  com- 
mon  cause  against  all  those  who  should 
undertake  to  compromise  it* 
'  "  The  present  Declaration,  inserted  in 
.the  Register  of  the  Congress,  assembled 
lit  Vienna,  on<  the  ISth  of  March,  1815, 
tball  be  made  public. 

**  Done  and  attested^  by  the  Plenipo-' 
tentiaries  who  signed  the  T^eMy  of  Paris/' 
Vienna,  March,  1  $ih,  1 8 1 5. 
[Here  follow  the  signatures  in  the  al* 
nhabetical  order  of  the  Courts.] 
AusjaiA.— Prince   Mettbkmicm,    Baron 

WESSENBEac. 

Feancb.— Prince 'Tallby^nd,  1e  Due  d^ 
Dalbbrq,  Latour  du  Pin,  Count  Alexis 

de  NOAILLBS. 

Great    BritaiiT.— .-Wellimoton,  Clan- 
caett,  Cathcart,  Stewaet. 

PoETUGAL.— Count  PALMELLA,   SaLDAVHA, 
LOBO. 

Peussia.  —  Prince   HAEDENftBEO,    Baron 

Humboldt. 
BussiA.  ^- Count   BAftotmousKT,  Count 

Stacrclbbrg,  Count  Nesseleodb. 
SPAiN.-^Prince  Gomez  Labeadoe. 
sweden.-^loewbnriblm. 

Papbes  eelative  to  the  Peesom  anb 
TaHilt  of  Bvonapaete.]  Lord  Castle- 
reagb  presented,  by  command  of  the 
Prince  Bcgeiit,  the  following  Papers,  Ve- 
latlve  to  the  penon  and  family  of  Napo- 
leon Bttonaparti. 
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No.  I.— Viscount  Castleeeagh  to  Earl 

Bathurst. 

Paris,  April  13M,  181i. 

My  Lord  ;-*I  arrived  here  on'the  10th 
in  the  evening.  The  great  and  auspicioot 
events  which  had  intervened  between  my 
last  dispatches  from  Dijon,  I  had  the  satis* 
faction  to  find  had  been  regularly  trans* 
mitted  home  by  viscount  Cathcart  and  sir 
Charles  Stewart.  The.  hurry  of  a  first  ar- 
rival must  excuse  me  to  your  lordship,  for 
adding  little  to  the  mass  of  important 
and  interesting  matter,  which  you  will 
find  detailed  in  the  various  Journals,  with 
respect  to  the  progress  of  the  happy  change 
which  has  been  effected.  I  shall  thc^« 
fore,  on  the  present  occasion,  coi^e  my- 
self to  an  explanation  of  what  has  passed 
with  respect  to  the  future  destination  and 
settlement  of  Napoleon  and  his  family. 
'  Your  lordship*  has  been  already  in- 
formedy  by  lord  Cathcart,  of  the  Act  of 
Abdication  frhich  was  passed  by  Buona- 
parte on  the  4th  instant,  and  of  the  as- 
surance given  him  by  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  and  the  provisional  Governmc=kit« 
of  a  pecuniary  provision  of  six  millions  of 
francs,  with  a  safe  asylum  in  the  Island 
of  Elba.  The  Act*  m  question  was  de- 
posited in  the  hands  of  M.  de  Caolain- 
court  and  the  marshals  Ney  and  Mac- 
donald,  to  be  given  up  iipon  thedoe  exe- 
cution of  engagetoents  on  the  part  of  the 
Allies,  with  respect  to  the  proposed  ar- 
rangement. These  persons  were  alsa 
authorized  to  agree  to  an  armistice,  and  to 
settle  such  a  line  of  demarcation  as  might 
be  satisfactory  to  the  Allies,  and,  in  the 
mean  time,  prevent  an  unnecessary  effu* 
sion  of  blood. 

On  my  arrival  I  found  this  arrangement 
on  the  point  of  execution.  A  convention 
had  been  discussed,  and  would  have,  in 
fact,  been  signed  in  the  course  of  the 
day,  by  the  Russian  minister,  had  not  the 
approach  of  the  allied  ministers  been  an- 
nounced. The  motives  for  accelerating 
the  immediate  conclusion  of  this  Act  were 
the  inconvenience,  if  not  the  danger,  of 
Napoleon's  remaining  at  Fontainbleaa, 
surrounded  by  troops,  who  still,  in  a  con- 
siderable degcee,  remained  faithful  to 
him,  the  apprehension  of  intrigues  in  the 
army  and  -  in  the  capital,  and  the  hn- 
portance  attached^  by  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  the  officersi  to-some  arrangement 
favourable  to  their  Chief,  in  aaaiafaotioo  of 
their  personal  henenr,  before  they  left  him. 

Oa  the  night  .of  my  errM^  the  fonr 
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ninitters  bad  a  conference  with  the 
prince  de  Benevent  on  the  subject  of  the 
proposed  Convention,  to  which  I  stated 
my  objections,  desiring,  at  the  same  time, 
to  be  understood  as  not  urging  them  then, 
srt  the  hasard  of  the  internal  tranquillity 
of  France,  nor  in  impeachment  of  what 
wu  due,  in  good  faith,  to  the  auurance 
giTen,  under  the  exigency  of  the  moment« 
by  Russia. 

*  The  prince  of  BeneTent  admitted  the 
weight  of  many  of  the  object  ions  stated, 
but  declared  that  be  did  considc^r  it,  on 
the  part  of  the  provisional  Government, 
as  an  object  of  the  first  importance,  to 
avoid  any  thing  that  might  assume  the 
character  of  a  civil  war,  even  for  the 
ahortest  time :— That  he  also  found  some 
auch  measure  essential  to  make  the  army 

Ciss  over  in  a  temper  to  be  made  ote  of. 
pon  these  declaiatioos«and  the  count  de 
Mesiirlrocle's,  ihat  the  Emperor  his  master 
bad  feh  it  necessary,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Allies,  lo  act  for  .the  best  in  their 
name  as  wHt  as  his  own,  I  withdrew  any 
further  opposition  to  the  principle  of  the 
Sieaaore,  suggesting  only  some  alterations 
in  the  details.  1  desired  however  lode- 
dine,  on  the  part  of  my  Government,  be* 
ing  more  than  an  acceding  party  4o  the 
Treaty,  and  declared  that  the  Act  of  Ac- 
cession on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  should 
not  go  beyond  the  territorial  arrangements 
proposed  in  the  Treaty*  My  objections 
to  our  being  unnecessarily  mixed  in  its 
ft>rnis,  especially  in  the  recoignition  of 
Napoleon's  title  under  present  circum- 
atancesy  were  considered  as  perfectly 
reasonable ;  and  I  now  inclose  the  protocol 
and  note  which  will  explain  the  extent  to 
which  1  have  taken  upon  me  to  give  at* 
aorancti  on  the  part  of  my  Court. 
•'  At  asy  ioggeation  the  recognition  of  the 
imperial  titles  in  the  family  were  limited 
to  tbetr  respective  lives,  m  whkh  there 
was  a  precedent  in  the  case  of  the  King 
jaf  Poland,  when  he  beoama  Elector  of 
Saxony. 

To  the  arrangement  in  iiiTOur  of  the 
Empfess  i  felt  not  only  no  olijection,  but 
considered  it  due  to  the  distingntshed 
sacrifice  of  domestic  feelings  which  the 
fimperor  of  Austria  was  making  to  the 
cause  of  Europe.  1  should  have  wished 
to  substitute  another  position  in  lieu  of 
Elba  for  the  seat  of  Napoleon's  retirement ; 
but  none  havinf^  the  quality  of  secnritv, 
on  vtbich  he  insisted,  seemed  dispoaabfei 
to  which  equal  obiections  did  not  occur ; 
endldidaotleel^thatl  coniden^mtfige 


the  alternative,  which  M.  de  Caulaincourt 
assured  me  Buonaparte  repeatedly  men* 
tinned,  namely,  an  asylum  in  England. 

On  the  same  night  the  allied  ministera 
bad  a  conference  with  M.  de  Caulaincourt 
and  the  marshab,  at  which  I  assisted. 
The  Treaty  was  gone  through  and  agreed 
to'  with  alterations ;  it  has.  been  since 
signed  and  ratified,  and  Buonaparte  will 
commence  his  movement  towards  the 
South  to-morrow,  or  the  day  following. 
(Signed)        CASTLExaAOH. 

(First  Inclosure  in  No.   I.)— P^otQcoL 

e  ^a  m  aoea^^^^oo^^M^n^^v 

r 

The  Plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty 
the  Emperor  Napoleon,  and  those  of  the 
Allied  Powers,  having  met  thil  day»  have 
agreed  upon  the  Articles  of  the  Treaty 
containing  the  final  arrangements  with 
respect  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon  and  hia 
family. 

Lord  Castlereagb,  minister  of  bis  Bd* 
Unnic  Majesty,  declared  that  England 
could  not  become  a  party  to  the  above 
Treaty ;  but  engaged  to  notify^aa  soon  ae 
possible,  the  accession  of  his  Court  lo  so 
much  of  that  Treaty,  as  concerns  the  free 
possession  and  the' peaceable  enjoyment, 
in  full  sovereignty,  of  the  Ue  or  Elba, 
and  of  the  duchies  of  Parma,  Placentia, 
and  Guasulla,  lord  Castlereagh  promised 
likewise,  to  furnish  the  necessary  paasporta 
and  safe  conducta  for  the  voyage. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  of  his  Majesty 
the  emperor  Napoleon  having  demanded, 
that  her  majesty  the  empress  Maria  Louise 
should  be  allowed,  in  full  property,  an 
annual  revenue  of  two  millionfe,  for  herself 
and  heirs,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funda 
placed  by  the  Emperor  either  in  t|ie  Great 
Book,  in  the  Bank  of  Erance,  in  the  Actiona 
des  Forftu,  or  in  any  other  manner,  all 
which  funds  his  Majesty  gives  op  to  the 
Crown ;  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  tne  Allied 
Courts  declared,  that,  as  the  provisional 
Government  of  France  had  refused  taking, 
of  itself,  a  determination  to  thia  efied, 
their  Courts  engaged  to  employ  their  good 
officea  with  the  new  Sovereign  of  Francei^ 
to  grant  to  her  ma|esty  the  empreia  Maria 
Loeiaa  such  allowance. 

An  agreement  was  iubseqnently  made 
with  the  Plenipotentiariea  of  the  Allied 
Powef%  that  the  provisional  Government 
of  France  ahonU  deliver  to  the  Plenipo> 
tentiariea  of  hia  m^esty  Ibe  emperar 
Napoleon,  a  declaration  cenleining  their 
adhcsioo  and  their  full  and  entin  goannieo 
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tD  •nob.  ilipBlaltonB  of  the  abofe  Trealjr 
aicoDcemFnuice.  Paris,  Jprii,  iQih^l9i\ii* 

(SiBCond  Incloaare  id  No*  1.) 

Paru,  April  II,  ISH, 
Lord  C^tlereaghy  io  undertaking  on 
t^e  part  of  his  Government,  for  an  Act. 
of  Accession  to  the  Treaty  rign^  this 
4ay ^  so  far  as  the  same  concerns  the  pos?- 
9698101^  in  sovereienty  of  the  Island  of 
£lba«  and  alio  of  the  ihichies  of  Parma, 
Placentia,  and  Guastalla,  requests  it  may 
be  understood  that  the  Act  in  question 
"will,  in  .  conformity  to  the  accustomed 
mage  of  the  British.  Government,  be  an 
act  binding  upon  his  Britannic  Majesty 
with.respecttq  his  own  acts,  but  not  lutn 
irefp^ct  to^tt^e.  acts  of  third  parties. 

Leurs  Majest^a.  I'Eraperwr.  d'Aotrt^ 
€he>  FBmpereur.  de.  tootea  lea  Rossiei^ 
«|.le.Eorde*Fmsie»  stifoUnttanti  enlpoR 
nom,  qo'en  celui  de  toos  leurs  Allifa, 
^hxae  part);  et.  n  Mqest€i  I'Bmpcreur 
l^tpoltoti,  dftil'aoue.;  ayaiiinonm6pour 
lenra/PlteipoteiUiairef ;  aavoir:  sa  Ma- 
jest^  I'Empereur  df  Asitriche,  Mt  le.Frioce 
de  Mettemichy  &e..8aMajest&i'£mpBf€iir 
de  tontes.  tea.  Rnsiiesi  M.  le  Comte.  de 
Nesielro^e^  kc*;  sa.Majesle.  le  Boi  d^ 
Brmse,  M»  le  Baron  de  Hi^denberg*  &c*; 
et  sa  Majestfe  TBrnperenr'  Napol6oii»  M* 
d«  CaoiainciNirt,  Due  de  Vicence,  &c«; 
tlh  le  Mtrichal  Nay,  Prince  de  la 
Moskwa,  4c. ;  M.  le  Mar&chal  Macdo* 
Mktj  Dnc  de  Tarent%  &e. ;  les  pl6nipo- 
tamiaires  ci*dessQs  nomqt&s,  apri^  avoir 
proc&ieir&changede  leurs  plains poiiToin 
icspeotifs,  sont  convenna  des.  articlea.  aoi- 
▼ans: 

'  Art.  1  •  L'Empereur,  NapoKon  renonce 
poor  Itti  etses  soecesseurs.  et  desGen4anS| 
ainsi  que  poor  chaeua  dea  membres.de  sa 
fsmille, i.toot deoit de souverainete  etde 
dkMninatjon,  tant sor  PempireFranyaia. et 
k  royanne  d^ltalie^  qnp.  sun  too^  autres 

p*y»- 

Arti  S«  Leurs  Majest^s  I'Bmpeveur 
Kapolten-et  rinpftratrice  Mari^  Louise 
CCNMi^nreroi^toea'titreac^  qualiti6B'pour  en 
joair  lea>ovi8.doraiii. 

Lamisek.lea  fn^res^  aosnrsy  nevetn^  et 
nieces  de  l^Empereur^  ooaserrccimt^ale* 
neot  pairtou%od  ila  aa^trooveront  les  tilres 
de.  Phnees  de  aa  fianille. 

Alt.  $i  Uile  d'filbf ,  adoptfie.  par  sa 
Miyesi&  PBmpereur  Napolten  pour  leiieo 
de.  ion  stgour,  fociaerai  sa.  Tie  durant, 
una  princtpawiireftpaffee,  qui  sera  poasMie 
par  lui  ea  Ionia  i0ii?eraiiiei6  •  et  pro« 
pri6t^ 
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li  ser»  donn^  en  outre  entoute  pro* 
priit6  i.  TBinparAur  Napol^n  un  revana. 
annuel  de  deux  millions  de  francs  ea 
rentes  sur  le  grand  livre  d«  Frsmce,  dond 
un  millkio  reversible  k  I'lmp&ratricfi* 

Art.  4*  Toutes  l^s.  Poisaapces  s'engar 
gent.dempio^er  leurs.  bonsoffice«j  pi»or, 
faire  respecter  par  Icp  Barbaresqqes  Je^ 
piMFilloo.  et  lo.  territoiro  de  Tlla  d'lilhet 
et  pour  que,  dans  ses  rapports  avec  lea 
Barbare8%tteski  qIIo  s^it  assimilif  i  la 
prance. 

Art.  5.  Las  Dgch^s  da  Parme,  Plai^ 
siance,  et  Guast«l|ei  seront  dpon^  efi  lonte 
jpn>pri6l6  et  souverainft^  &  sa  Majesii 
Irioip^nutrice  Marie  Louise,  Us  passe- 
I  root  4  son  fil9  et/  d;  sa  desquidance  oa 
iligna  direcio. 

Le  Prince,  soa  fils,  prendrflu  dis  ca 
moQ»eBt,  le  titne  d^  Prinoa  de  ParoM^ 
Blaisance,  et  GfiMl#lla, 

Art*  64  U  sora*  r^serv^  daoa.  les  pay.a 
auxquela  TBrnp^^ur  Napol^onr  renoacfi 
poor  lui  eft  i»L  famille  des  domainosi  011 
donne*  de  rent^.  s«r>  le  grand  livre  da 
France,  produisant  ua.revean  annoel,  nalj 
et  deduction  faiie  de  toutes  chargies,  da 
deoinrilliona.oinq  centmiUe  firaacs»  Cea 
domainea  ou  rentes^  appartiendronV  om 
tonte  prapriite,  et  poor  ^lUtdisposer  comina 
boa  lenr  aMiblaraftaiix>Princea  et  Priaoessfea 
de  sa  famille,  etsaront  r^ipartis  entr'eaai 
da  maoiire  i.  ce.  que  le  revenu  da 
obaouniaait  dan%  lapipportion&oivantei 
savoir, 

A  BCitdMne  Hirn$  Iroia  eeot  mito 
franoa;' 

Au.Boi  Joseph  et  d  la  Beine,  cioq  cent 
aille.  francs; 

AttiBoi  Lonis,  dauK.cenimille  francs; 

Acla  Reine  Hortense  et*  d  aes  eafan% 
quatre  cent  Qille.fmnca ; 

AttiBoi  Jerama  et  d.  la  Reine,  cinq  cent 
mille  francSiS 

A  la«  Prittceiso  EUse,  tsoia  centi  milla 
franca ; 

A  fat  Poneassa  Pauline^  trots, cent  ailla 
francs ; 

LeaPrineesetiPrtacesiea  de  lafamilla 
derEmpeiiMir  Napolioa  consenrerant  em' 
outre,  toua  les  bionsmettbles.etinmeablaa 
de*qnelqne  natora  que  ce.soit  qu'ils  poss^ 
dent  d  litre  particulier,  etnolaniBiantlcii 
renleadont  ila  jooissent  ((galement  connsd 

fiarticnlier)<  sur.  le  grand  livre  de  France  oa 
e  JIfcata  N/^fokaae  de  Milan* 

Art^7«  la  trai(ement  annuel  del'Inap 
p&mriqe  Josephine  sera  rUuite  d.  ma 
miUioa  en  denaines,  on  en*  inscriptiona 
aiir  la^giand  liffe  da  Jfranca*    £Ua  ooatif 
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DQerftijoair,  en  toole  propri^t^t  de.toas 
'M«  biens  mettbfet  tx  imoMttbles  partieo- 
ilierit  et  poum  en  disposer  cotifortniittent 
^«ox  loiz  Fren^eises. 

Art.  8«  li  sera  donii€  en  Prince  Bu- 
^te.  Vice  Soil  dMtalie,  on  6tablisienieut 
convenable  hors  de  FVence. 

Art.  P.  Lea  propri^i€s  aiie  sa  MajestS 
PEmperear  NapoKon  possede  en  France, 
aoit  comme  domaine  extraordinaire,  soil 
eomme  domaine  -prit^,  resteront  i  la 
dooronne^ 

Sar  les  fbiHis  pYac^  par  TEmperenr 

Napdleon'floit  snrie  grand  lifre,  soit  sur 

]a  ban^ue  de  France,  soit  sar  les  actions 

des  fbr^/  soit  detonte  mntre  mani^re,  et 

dont   sa   Majesty  fait    I'abandon  d   la 

Coaibnne,  il  "sera  r€sery6  nn  capital  qui 

m^xcidera  pas  deux  millions  poar  6tre 

emploj'^  'en  gratifications  en  fa^ear  des 

spersonnes  qni  seront  p6rt£es  sur  Kitat  que 

««igneral^Eiiipereor  Napoleon,  et  qui  sera 

*ffefnis  au'GouTemenient  Fran^ais. 

Art*   10.    Totts   lea   diamans   de   la 
^ouronne  resteront  i  la  France. 

Art.  11.    L^mperenr  NapoKon  fera 

iffetoumir  am  ti€sor  et  aux  autres  caisses 

>publiqeea  Houtea  lea  iottmes  et  efifets  qui 

en  anroient  6t6  d^plaelfs  par  ses  ordres,  d 

I'exoeption  de  ce  qui  profient  de  la  liste 

^civile. 

Art.  Iff,  Les  dettes  de  himaison  de 
-ea  Majesty  TEBipereiir  Napoleon,  telies 
«M'ellea  se  trouvent  an  jour  de  la  signature 
-QU  pr^entTrait^,  seront  imm^diatementac* 
*qttitt£ef  sHr  lea  arr^rages  dCks  par  le  l>6sor 
public  4  la  liste  civile,  d'aprds  les  ftats 
4qui  seront  stgn^s  par  un  Commisiaire 
-nomoi^  4  cet  efiet. 

Art*  IS.     Los  obligations  do  Mmu 

Napok&ne  de    Milan    enrera    loos    ses 

•ci€ancter8|  soit  Francis,  soit  Strangers, 

•eront  exactement  remplies,    sans  qo'il 

aolt  fait  aueon  changement  i  eet  ^gard. 

Art.  14.  On  donnera  teas  leasaufs  con- 
duits n^cessaites  poor  le  libre  voyage  de 
'aa  Majesty  TBinperear  Napoleon,  -de 
Impiratrice,  des  Princes  et  Princesses,  et 
de  tootes  les  pertonnes  de  leor  soite,  qui 
if^odront  les  accompagner  on  s'6tabltr 
liora  de  France,  ainsi  qoe  poor  le  passage 
de  toos  les  6qoipages,  chevaox  et  efffcts 
^i  leor  appantennent. 

Les  Puissances  AlKiea  dooneront  en 
conv^oence  dea  ofBciers  et  quelques 
homoies  d'escorte. 

Art.  1 5.  La  Oarde  ImpirialeFran^ aise 
fournira  on  d^tachement  de  douae  iqoinke 
cents  homttiea  de  toote  arme  *pour  servir 
d'eacorte  jotqo^  Saint  Tropea,  lieo  de 
rembarqoemem* 
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Art  16.  II  sera  foomi  one  corvette 
arni6e,  et  lesbfttimeni  de-transport  n6cm*. 
saires  poor  condoire  ao  lieo  de  sa  destine* 
tion,  SB  Majesty  I'Empereto  Napoleon, 
ainsi  qoe  sa  Maison :  la  corvette  demeurera 
en  toote  propri^t^  4  sa  Mojest6. 

Art  17.  Sa  Majesty  TEaipereor  Na- 
poleon poorra  amener  avec  kii,  et  €eo-> 
server  pour  sa  garde,  qoatre  cents  horn* 
ines  de  bonne  volenti,  tant  offici^ra  q#B 
8oos*officiers  et  sotdata. 

Art.  18.  Tous  les  Fran9a)s  qui  oofMt 
soivi  sa  Majest6  TEmpereor  Napol6en  ou  sa 
fimilie,  seront  tends,  s'ih  ne  veolent  per* 
dre  leor  quality  de  Fran^Si  de  rentrer  en 
France  dans  le  termie  de  trois  ans,  4 
moins  qo'ib  ne  soient  eoaopris  dam  lea 
exeeptions  qoe  le  6ovememeiit  Fkltn^ala 
se  reserve  d'accordeir  aprds  l^expiration 
de  cf  terme* 

Art  10.  Les  troopes  Pdlonaisea  de 
toote  arme  qoi  sont  ao  service  de  France, 
aoroot  la  liberty  de  retoomer  ehez  elles, 
en  conservant  annea  et  bagagea  *comnfft 
on  t6osoignage  dfe  leora  aervioes  bonoro- 
blea.  Lm  officiers,  aoos^officiers,  et  soU 
dats,  conserveront  les  dteorationa  qui  leor 
ont  ^k  aeeord^ea,  «t  les  pensions  afled^es 
i  cea  decorations. 

Art  20.  Les  Haoles  PdiMancea  Allteea 
garaniisseAt  Texeootion  de  loos  4ea  Ard- 
cleadte  pitsent  Traite.  EHes  ^^engogeitt 
4  obtenir  qu'ils  soient  adopi6a  et  ganmcfa 
par  la  Firinee. 

Art  2 1 .  Le  present  Traic6  sera  raitft  4t 
les  Ratifications   en  aeront  febOngfos  -4 
PiEuia  dalis  le  terme  de  deux  joora  oo  plo- 
t6t  si  faire  se  peot 
'  Ait  4  Biris  le  II  Avril  I«I4. 


(L&) 
(L.SO 

(L.  SO 


Le  Prince  Da  MarrBaNicv. 
CRAataa    RoBBaT     Comte 

Da  NassBLaoDB. 
Cbas.  Aug.  Baron  Ds  Uau 


DENBBBO. 


CAVLAfMboirat. 
Nbt,  Mar6cfaa!. 
Macdonald,  Mar6cbal. 


(L.S.) 
(L.&) 
(LS.) 

No.  2.-^TranBlatioD.  Treaty  between 
the  Allied  Powers  and  the  Emperor 
Napoleon. 

Their  Majesties  the  Emperor  of  Aostrio, 
the  Emperor  of  all  the  Rossias,  the  Kiog 
of  Prossia,  stipolating  in  their  own  name 
as  well  as  in  that  of  all  their  Allies,  on 
one  part ;  and  his  Majesty  the  Emperor 
Napoleon,  on  the  other;  having  appoints 
their  Plenipoteotiariea,  namely ;  his  Ma« 
jesty  tbe  Empeior  of  Anstria,  4ho  Prinee 
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de  Metternich,  &c. :  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  Rosiiafj  Coant  de 
Nesselrode,  &c. ;  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
ProMta,  the  Baron  de  Hardenberg,  &c. ; 
^nd  bis  Majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon, 
M.  Caalaincourt,  Dake  of  Vicensa,  &c. 
Marshal  Ney»  Prince  of  Moskwa,  &c. 
Marshal  MacdoaaUl^  Duke  of  Tarentvm. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  above  mentioned, 
after  baving  exchanged  their  respectiye 
fiill  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  foHbw- 
iog  AKicles': 

Art,  I.  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  Na- 
poleon renounces  for  him^lf,  his  suc- 
cessors and  descendants,  as  well  as  ftH* 
all  the  members  of  his  family,  all  right 
of  sovereignty  and  dominion,  a^  well  to 
the  French  empire,  and  the  kingdom  of 
Italy,  as  over  every  other  country. 

Art.  2.  Their  Majesties  the  Emperor 
Napoteou  and  Maria.  Louisa  shall  retain 
their  titledud  rank,  to  be  enjoyed  daring 
their  livesr  The  mother,  the  brothers, 
sisters,  nephews  and  nieces,  of  the  Em* 
peror,  shall  also  retain,  wherever  they 
nay  reside^  the  titles  of  princes  of  his 
family. 

Art.  S.  The  tsle  of  Elba,  adopted  by 
his  Majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon  as  the 

Elace  of  his  residence,  shall  form,  during 
is  life,  a  separate  principality,  which 
ahall  be  possessed  by  him  in  full  sove* 
reignty  and  property  ;  there  shall  be  be- 
aides  granted,  in  full  property,  to  the  Em- 
peroi*  Napoleon,  an  annual  revenue  of 
2,000,000  francs,  in  rent  charge,  in  the 
great  book  of  France,  of  which  1,000,000 
ahall  be  in  reversion  to  the  Empress. 

Art.  4.  All  the  Powers  engage  to  em- 
ploy their  good  offices  to  cause  to  be  re* 
apected,  by  the  Barbary  Powers,  the  flag 
and  the  territory  of  the  Isle  of  Elba ;  for 
which  purpose  the  relations  with  the  Bar- 
bary Powers  shall  be  assimilated  to  those 
with  France. 

Art.  5.  The  Dochiei  of  Parma,  Pla« 
centia,  and  Guastalla,  shall  be  granted  in 
full  property  and  sovereignty  to  her  Ma- 
jesty the  Empreu  Maria  Louisa ;  they 
shall  pass  to  bier  son,  and  to  his  descen- 
dants in  the  right  line.  The  Prince  her 
ion  shall  from  henceforth  take  the  title  of 
Prince  of  Parma,  Placentia  and  Guastalla. 
Art.  0.  There  shall  be  reserved,  in 
the  territories  hereby  renounced,  to  his 
Majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  for  him- 
self and  his  family,  domains  or  rent 
charges  in  the  great  book  of  France,  pro* 
ducing  a  revenue  clear  of  all  deductions 
and  charge9  of  2^00,000  fraacs.    These 
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domains  or  rerils  shall  belong  in/uU  pro* 
party,  and  to  be  disposed  of  as  they  shall 
think  fit,  to  the  Princes  and  Princesses 
of  his  family,  and  shall  be  divided  amon|^ 
them  in  such  a  manner,  that  the  revenue 
of  ea'ch  shall  be  in  the  following  jpropor* 
tion,  viz. :' 

Fnuifls. 

To  Madame,  Mother Sao,000 

To    King    Joseph   and   his 

Queen ••  500,000 

To  King  Louis 200,000. 

To  the  Queen  Hortense  and» 

to  her  children    •  400,000 

To.  King    Jerome   and    his 

Queen  500^000 

To  the  Princess  Eliza S00,000 

To  the  Princess  Paulina 300,000 


2,500,000 

The  Princes  and  Princesses  of  the  House 
of  the  Emperor  Nappleon  shall  retain,  be* 
sides,  their  property,  moveable  and  im* 
moveable  or  whatever  nature  it  may  be» 
which  they  shall  possess  by  individual  or 
public  right,  and  the  rents  of  which  they 
shall  enjoy  (also  as  individuals)  in  tEie 
great  book  of  France,  or  in  the  itfbnle 
Napokonc  of  Milan.    ^ 

Art.  7.  The  annual  pension  of  the 
Empress  Josephine  shall  be  reduced  10 
1,000,000,  in  domains  or  in*  inscriptions  ia 
the  great  book  of  France ;  she  shall  con- 
tinue to  enjoy,  in  full  property,  all  her 
private  property,  moveable  and  immove- 
able, with  power  to  dispose  of  it  conform- 
able to  the  French  laws. 

Art  8.  There  shall  be  granted  to 
Prince  Eo|;ene,  Viceroy  of  Italy,  a  suife« 
able  establishment  out  of  France. 

Art.  9.  The  property  which  his  Ma- 
jesty ^the  Emperor  Napoleon  possesses  in 
France,  either  as  extraordinary  domain, 
or  as  private  domain,  shall  remain  attached 
to  the  Crown.  Of  the  funds  placed  by  the 
Emperor,  either  in  the  great  book  of  France, 
in  tne  bank  of  France,  in  the  Actions  das 
For6ts,  or  in  any  other  manner,  and  which 
his  Majesty  abandons  to  the  Crown,  thece 
ahall  be  reserved  a  capital  which  shall  not 
exceed  2,000,000,  with  a  view  of  being  ex- 
pended in  gratifications  in  favour  of  per- 
sons, whose  names  shall  be  contained  in  a 
list  to  be  signed  by  the  Emperor  Napoleon, 
and  which  shall  be  transmitted  to  the 
French  Government. 

Art.  10.    All  the  crown  diamonds  shall 
remain  in  France. 

Art.  IK     His   Majesty  the    Emperor 
Napoleon  shall  return  to  the  treasury  and 
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to  tb^  othfr  public  cbeita^  all  ibe  faint 
and  efibcto  ibal  sbail  bave  been  taken  out 
by  his  orderly  with  the  exception  of  what 
baa  been  appropriated  from  tlie  ci?il  Jist. 

Art.  12.  jThe  debu  of  the  household 
of  his  majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon, 
aoch  as.tbey  wece  on  the  day  of  the  sig- 
natore  of  the  present  Treaty,  shall  be 
immediately  delif  ered  out  of  the  arrears 
due  by  the  public  Treasury  to  the  civil  list* 
according  to  a  list,  wbieh  shall  be  signed 
by  a  commissiooer  appointed  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Art.  IS.  The  obligatMn  of  the  Montt 
Napoleont  of  Milan,  towards  all  the  credi- 
tors, whether  Frenchmen  or  foreigners, 
shall  be  exactly  fulfilled,  and  no  change 
whatever  shall  take  place  in  this  respect. 

Art.  U.  There  shall  be  given  all  the 
necessary  passports  for  the  free  passage  of 
lus  majesty  the  Bmperor  Napoleon,  or  of 
the  Empress,  the  Piinces  and  Princesses, 
«nd  all  the  persons  of  their  suites,  who 
wish  to  accompaiw  them,  or  to  establish 
themselves  opt  of  France,  as  well  as  for  the 
passage  of  all  the  etjoipages,  horses,  and 
efllects  belonging  to  them.  The  Allied 
Powers  shall,  in  consequence,  furnish  offi- 
cers and  men  for  escoru. 

Art.  15.  The  French  Imperial  Guard 
shall  furnish  a  detachment  of  from  1,200 
to  1,500  men,  of  all  arms,  to  serve  as  an 
escort  to  the  Emperor  Napoleon,  to  St. 
Tropez,  the  place  of  his  embarkation. 

Art.  16.  There  shall  be  furnbhed  a 
corvette  and  the  necessary  transport  ves- 
sels to  convey  to  the  place  of  his  destine* 
tion  his  majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon 
and  his  household  ;  and  the  corvette  shall 
belong,  in  full  property,  to  his  majesty 
the  Emperor. 

Art.  17.  The  Emperor  Napoleon  shall 
be  allowed  to  take  with  him  and  retain  as 
bis  guard,  400  men*  volunteers,  as  well 
officers,  as  snb-officera  and  soldiers. 

Art.  18.  All  Frenchmen  who  shall 
have  followed  the  Emperor  Napoleon  or 
his  Himily,  shall  be  held  to  have  forfeited 
their  rights  aa  snch  by  not  returning  to 
France  within  three  years ;  unless  ihey  or 
he  be  comprised  in  the  exceptions  which 
the  French  Oovernnifent  reserves  to  itself 
to  grant  after  the  expiration  of  that  term. 

Art.  1 9.  The  Polish  troops  of  all  arms, 
m  the  service  of  France,  shall  be  at  liberty 
to  return  home,  and  shall  retain  their 
arms  and  baggage,  as  a  testimony  of  their 
honourable  services.  The  officers,  sub- 
officers,  and  soldiers,  shall  retain  the  de- 
corations which  have  been    granted  to 
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them,  and  the  pensions  annexed  to  those 
decorations. 

Art.  20.  The  high  Allied  Powers  gna- 
Vantee  the  execution  of  all  the  articles  oX 
the  present  Treaty,  and  engage  to  obtain 
that  it  shall  be  adopted  and  guaranteed  by 
France. 

Art.  21.  The  present  Act  shall  be  ra- 
tified, and  the  ratifications  exchanged  at 
Paris,  within  two  days,  or  sooner,  if  poe« 
sible. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  11th  of  April,  1814. 
(L.&)    The  Prince    Dx  Mittxii. 

NICU. 

(L.  S.)    CflAaMs  Robert  Comte  Da 

Nkssxlrodb.. 
(L.  S.)    Chas.  Aug.  Baron  Ds  Hax* 

BXIfBEaG. 

(L.  S.)     Caulaincouet. 
(L.S.)    Marshal  .Nbv. 
(L.  Sb)    Macdonau). 

No.  5.— Viscount   Castlereagh    to   Ear! 

Bathurst, 

Paris,  jiyrU  27,  1814. 
My  Lord  :— -I  have  the  honour  to  trans* 
mit  to  your  lordship  an  act  which  I  have 
this  day  executed  here,  containing  {he 
accession  of  Great  Britain  to  certain  parta 
of  the  Treaty  lately  concluded  with  re- 
spect to  the  family  and  person  of  Napo* 
Icon  Buonapart^.— I  am,  with  great  tmth 
and  regard,  &c.  Castlbeeaoh. 

(Incloiure  in  No,  $.J 

Whereas  their  imperial  and  royal  ma* 
jesties,  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  king  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  the  Emperor  <3^  all 
the  Hosaias,  and  the  Kingof  Prnssia,  have 
entered  into  a  Treaty,  concluded  at  Paris, 
on  the  1 1th  April  of  the  present  year,  for 
the  purpose  of  (granting,  for  such  respec- 
tive periods  as  in  the  aaid  Treaty  are  men- 
tioned, to  the  person  and  family  of  Napo«> 
Icon  Buonaparte,  the  poraession  in  sove- 
reignty of  the  island  of  Elba,  and  the 
duchies  of  Parma,  Placentia, .  and  Goas- 
talla,  and  for  other  pnrposes:  which 
Treaty  has  been  communicated  to  the 
Prince  Regent  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  by  the  minis- 
ters of  their  imperial  and  royal  maje^ies 
the  Emperor  of  Aoltria,  king  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia,  the  Emperor  of  all  the 
Hussias,  and  the  King  of  Prussia ;  who, 
in  the  name  of  their  respective  sovereigns, 
have  jointly  invited  the  Prince  Regent  to 
accede  to  the  same,  in  the  name  and  on 
the  behalf  of  his  Majesty  : 

His  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regenlf 
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having  full  knowledge  of  the  contents  of 
the  said  Treaty,  accedes  to  the  same,  in 
the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty, 
as  far  as  respects  the  stipulations  relative 
to  the  possession  in  sovereignty  of  the 
island  of  Elba,  and  also  of  the  duchies  of 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guastalla.  But  his 
lloyal  Highness  is  not  to  b6  considered, 
by  this  Act  of  Accession,  to  have  become 
a  party,  in  the  name  of  his  Majesty,  to  any 
of  the  other  provisions  and  stipulations 
contained  therein. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at  Paris, 
this  27th  day  of  April,  1814.  By  com- 
mand of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  acting  in  the  name  and  on  the 
behalf  of  his  Majesty. 

(Signed)  Castlbseagh. 

Papers  relating  to  Genoa.]  Lord 
Castlereagh  presented,  by  command  of 
the  Prince  Regent,  the  following 

PAPERS   RELATING  to   GENOA. 

No.  l.^Extracu 

Londoa,  December  2Sj  ISIS. 

I, have  the  honour  of  inclosing  some  in- 
formation, communicated  to  me,  respect- 
ing  the  disposition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Genoa  and  Piedmont,  and  also  the  de- 
fenceless state  of  the  enemy  in  those  coun- 
tries. Between  the  time  when  this  infor- 
mation was  procured  and  the  time  you 
will  receive  this  dispatch,  material  changes 
may  have  taken  place  in  the  state  of  the 
French  forces;  but  it  is  not  likely  that  the 
disposition  of  the  inhabitants  will  have 
altered.  If  any  circumstances  should 
occur  which  should  encourage  the  inhabi- 
tants to  rise  against  the  Government  of 
France,  and  more  especially,  if  they 
ahould  declare  for  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
you  will,  upon  receiving  intelligence 
thereof,  lose  no  time  in  giving  every  pos- 
$ible  assistance.  You  will,  i^r  this  pur* 
pose,  maintain  a  communication  with  the 
Goort  of  Cagliari  and  sir  Edward  Pellew. 
If  the  state  of  the  force  under  your  com- 
mand shall  allow  of  it,  you  may  send  a 
detachment  of  troops,  and  soon  accom- 
pany them  yourself,  if  the  state  of  Sicily 
will  allow  of  your  being  so  far  removed 
from  that  kingdom.  The  main  object 
ahould  be  the  occupation  of  Genoa,  or>  at 
least  of  the  two  forts  which  command  the 
entrance  of  the  harbour. 

Provided  it  be  clearly  with  the  entire 
concurrence  of  the  inhabitants,  you  may 
fake  possession  of  Genoa  in  the  name  and 
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on  the  behalf  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty. 

(Signed)  Bathurst. 

Liettt.-Gen.  Lord  Wm.  Bentinck. 

No.  2. 

Dijon,  March  'iO,  181 4. 

My  Lord  ; — ^This  instruction  will«  be  de- 
livered to  your  lordship  by  a  courier  of 
prince  Metternich's.  I  propose  in  a  day 
or  two  to  forward,  by  an  English  mesien- 
ger,  a  military  instruction  which  I  have 
received  for  your  lordship  from  lord 
Bathurst ;  but  as  his  lordship's  dispatch  is 
framed  upon  a  supposition  that  the  opera-'* 
tions  are  much  further  advanced  in  Italy 
than  is  the  fact,  the  delay  of  this  com- 
munication for  a  few  days  can  be  of  na 
prejudice. 

I  cannot  dissemble  from  you  lordship 
my  disappointment,  that  the  great  supo- 
riority  or  force  which  the  Allies  possess 
over  marshal  Beauharnois  has  not»  before 
this,  ^produced  the  results  which,  for  the 
honour  of  the  arms  of  the  respective 
Powers,  and  the  ulterior  objects  of  the 
war,  we  were  entitled  to  expect  from  such 
ample  and  extended  means.  In  your 
lordship's  intercourse  with  the  marshals 
Belgarde  and  Murat,  you  will  not  conceal 
from  them  that  such  are  the  sentiments  of 
the  British  Government,  and  that  Vre  con* 
jure  them,  by  union  and  exertion,  no 
longer  to  suffer  this  great  and  command- 
ing army  to  be  paralized  by  an  enemy  so 
much  their  inferior. 

As  the  object  is  to  promote  anion,  and 
put  aside  every  minor  consideration,  I  am 
to  signify  to  your  lordship  the  Prince 
Regent's  pleasure,  that  you  do«make  every 
effort  to  this  effect  by  lending  yourself  to 
whatever  measures  may  best  tend  to  com- 
bine the  exertions  of  the  allied  armies  for 
the  early  repulsion  of  the  «nemy  from 
Italy.  For  this  purpose  you  will,  to  the 
utmost,  conform  to  the  views  of  marshal 
Belgarde,  regulating  at  the  same  time 
your  conduct  towards  marshal  Murat  upon 
principles  of  cordiality  and  confidence; 
and  in  order  the  better  to  effect  this,  and 
publicly  to  evince  the  desire  felt  by  your 
Government  zealously  to  unite  their  arma 
with  his,  your  lordship  will  select  an  officer 
of  suitable  rank  and  military  talents  to 
reside  at  the  Neapolitan  head-quarters, 
whom  you  will  direct  to  correspond  wjtii 
me,  and  with  your  lordship,  as  sir  Robert 
Wilson  at  present  does. 

Your  lordship  is  already  fully  apprised 
of  the  earnest  interest  the  Prince  Keg#ot 
takes  in  the  rutoration  ef  the  King  o| 
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SftrdiDim  and  ihe  Grand  Dake  of  Tuscany 
to  their  ancient  dominions ;  you  will  give 
every  aid  to  botb»  but  yon  will  ttodioosly 
abstain  from  encouraging  any  measure 
which  might  commit  your  court,  or  the 
Allies,  with  respect  to  the  nitimate  dispo- 
sition of  any  of  the  other  territories  in  the 
north  of  Italy,  the  destination  of  which 
most  remain  to  be  discussed  oponajpeace. 
I  hate,  &c. 


(Signed) 
Lord  William  Bentinck. 


Castlerbaqk. 


No,  Z.— (Extract) 

D^on^  April  $,  1814. 

In  order  to  bring  the  Italian  campaign 
to  a  speedy  and  successful  result,  it  is 
esaential  that  your  lordship  should  con* 
jider  your  force  merely  as  an  auxiliary 
corps,  and  that  you  should  accommodate 
it,  as  far  as'  the  safety  of  your  army  will 
permit,  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the 
Austrian  commander  in  chief.  It  is  from 
him  your  lordship  will  best  learn  what 
are  the  intentions  of  the  Allies,  including 
those  of  your  own  Government ;  and 
ahould  your  lordship  find  any  difficulty 
in  the  execution  of  this  service,  arising 
from  what  may  appear  to  your  lordship  to 
be  a  departure,  on  the  part  of  any  member 
of  the  confederacy,  from  the  true  princi« 
pies  of  the  alliance,  your  lordship  will 
refer  the  matter  for  the  opinion  of  the 
Austrian  commander,  avoiding  as  much  as 
possible  any  separate  discussions,  which 
might  interfere  with  the  general  union  and 
necessary  subordination  which  ought  to 
pervade  the  whole. 

There  is  one  subject  further  upon  which 
I  deem  it  necessary  to  say  a  few  words ; 
not  that  I  entertain  the  smallest  doubts  as 
to  your  lordship's  own  conduct  being  regu- 
lated in  strict  conformity  to  the  present 
system  of  your  Government :  but  as  your 
lordship  wtry  properly,  and  .under  orders 
from  home,  gave  great  countenance  at  a 
former  period  to  the  only  system  which, 
previous  to  the  re  rival  of  the  continent, 
could  afibrd  a  prospect  of  shaking  the 
power  of  France,  it  is  the  more  necessary, 
now  that  a  diffisrent  and  better  order  of 
things  has  arisen,  to  guard  against  any  act 
or  expression  which  might  countenance 
an  idea,  that  either  your  lordship  or  your 
court  were  actuated  by  views  of  separate 
interett,  inconsistent  with  the  arrangements 
understood  between  the  great  Powers  of 
Sorope. 
.   Iq  your  locdship'a  Proclamation  there 


may,  perhaps,  be  found  an  expression  or 
tv^o,  which,  separately  taken,  might  create 
an  impression  that  your  f  lews  of  Italian 
liberation  went  to  the  form  of  the  govern«« 
ment  as  well  ^s  to  the  expulsion  of  the 
French ;  but  taking  its  whole  scope,  and 
especially  its  opening  and  concluding 
paragraphs  together,  I  cannot  assent  to 
the  interpretation  the  duke  of  Campo- 
chiaro,  on  the  part  of  his  Government^ 
has  attempted  to  ffive  it ;  but  this  and  the 
incident  of  the  cotours,  proves  how  neces- 
sary it  is,  surrounded  as  your  lordship 
must  be  by  individuals  who  wish  for  ano<^ 
tber  system  to  be  established  in  Italy,  not 
to  afford  any  plausible  occasion  or  pretext 
for  umbrage  to  those  with  whom  we  art 
acting. 

(Signed)  Castlbbbacb. 

Lord  William  Bentinck. 

(Paper  referred  to  in  No,  3,) 

Leghorn,  March  14,  1814. 

Italians  !•*- Great  Britain  has  landed 
her  troops  on  your  coasts ;  she  oflers  yoo 
her  assistance,  in  order  to  rescue  you  from 
the  iron  yoke  of  Buonaparte.  Portugal, 
Spain,  S>icily,  and  Holland,  attest  the. 
liberal  and  disinterested  principles  whicb 
animate  that  Power. 

Spain,  by  her  persevering  resolution*, 
by  her  valour,  and  by  the  efforts  of  her 
ally,  has  succeeded  in  the  most  gloriooa 
enterprize :  the  French  have  been  driven 
from  her  territory  ;  her  independence  is 
secured,  her  civil  liberty  is  established.  . 

Sicily,  protected  by  that  same  Power, 
succeeded  in  saving  herself  from  the  uni- 
versal deluge,  by  which  she  has  sufiisred 
nothing ;  through  the  beneficent  disposi- 
tion of  her  Sovereign,  she  passes  from 
slavery  to  freedom,  and  hastens  to  resume 
her  ancient  splendour  among  the  inde- 
pendent nations. 

Holland  will  speedily  have  attained  the 
same  object :  is,  then,  Italy  alone  to  remain 
under  the  yoke  ?  ShAll  the  Italians  alone 
contend  against  Italians,  in  favour  of  n 
tyrant,  and  for  the  thraldom  of  their  coun* 
try  ?  Italians,  hesitate  no  longer-— be 
Italians,  and  let  Italy  in  arms  be  con- 
vinced, that  the  great  cause  of  the  country. 
is  in  her  hands. 

Warriors  of  Italy  !  yon  are  not  invited 
to  join  us,  but  you  are  invited  to  vindicatn 
your  own  rights,  and  to  be  free* 

Only  call,  and  we  will  hasten  to  year 
relief;  and  then  Italy,  by  our  united 
efii>rts,  shall  bacone  nbat  she  was  in  bat 


991]    HOUSE  OF  COMMON& 

nott  prosperous  periodsi  and  whfti  Spain 
BOW  is. 

(Signed)        W.  C.  Bemtinck, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  ihe  British  troops. 

No.  4. 

Genoa,  April  71,  1814. 

My  Lord ;— I  faavo  had  ih«  bonoar  to 
inclose  two  Addresses  from  the  inhabitants 
and  trado  of  Genoa,  representing  the 
unanimous  (I  believe  jnstly  stated)  desire 
of  the  Genoese  to  retnm  to  their  ancient 
atate;  and  praying  the  sepport  of  the 
British  Government. 

As  it  was  necessary  that  a  provisional 
government  should  be  established ;  that 
this  government  should  be  entirely  Ge- 
noese ;  that  it  should  be  so  conformable 
to  the  wishes  of  the  people,  as  to  receive 
their  general  support ;  and  thus  to  render 
unnecessary  the  interference  of  a  British 
authority,  or  the  presence  of  a  British 
force ;  I  have  had  no  hesitation  in  pro* 
claiming  the  old  form  of  government,  and 
I  have  the  honour  of  inclosing  the  Procla^ 
mation,  which  wiU  this  day  be  published. 

The  Genoese  universally  desire  the  re- 
storation of  their  ancient  Republic.  They 
dread,  above  all  other  arrangements,  their 
annexation  to  Piedmont ;  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  which  there  always  has  existed  a 
particular  aversion. 

The  people  of  Savona  form  an  excep* 
tion  to  the  general  feeling.  They  desire 
to  belong  to  Piedmont;  their  trade  is 
direct  with  that  country  ;  and  it  was  the 
policy  of  the  ancient  Republic  to  sacrifice 
the  commercial  interests  of  Savona  to  those 
of  Genoa,  and  they  fear  in  consequence  a 
renewal  of  the  same  exclusion.  Ihave,&c. 

W.  Bbntihck. 

Viscomit  Castlereagh,  &c. 

(Incloiure  in  No.  4.^-rPROCLAMATioN. 

His  Britannic  Majesty's  army  under  my 
eommandi  havinff  driven  the  French  from 
tile  territory  of  Genoa,  it  is  become 
necessary  to  provide  for  the  maintenance 
of  good  order,  and  for  the  government  of 
Ihis  state.  Considering  that  the  general 
desh«  of  the  Genoese  nation  seems  to  be 
td  return  to  that  ancient  government  under 
which  it  enjoyed  liberty,  prosperity,  and 
independence ;  and  considering,  likewise, 
that  this  desire  seems  to  be  conformable 
to  the  principles  recognised  by  the  high 
Allied  Powers,  of  restoring  to  all,  their 
ancient  rights  end  privileges  $  I  declare, 

U  That  the  constitution  of  the  Genoese 
•Mei^  eneh  ua  it  osifttMl  in  1797,  with 
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those  modifications  which  the  general  wish, 
the  public  good,  and  the  spirit  of  the  orv- 
ginal  constitution  of  1570,  seem  to  require, 
is  re-established. 

2.  That  the  organic  modifications,  to* 
gather  vrtth  the  manner  of  forming  the  liata 
of  eligible  citixens,  and  the  leseer  and 
greater  councils,  shall  be  published  sn 
soon  as  possible.    . 

3.  That  a  provisional  Government,  con- 
sisting of  thirteen  individuals,  and  formed 
into  two  colleges,  as  heretofore,  shall  ink« 
mediately  be  appointed,  and  shall  continue 
in  office,  until  the  1st  of  January,  18i5« 
when  the  two  colleges  shflll  be  filled  up  to 
the  number  prescribed  by  the  constitution. 

4.  That  this  provisional  Government 
shall  assume  and  exercise  the  legislative 
and  executive  powers  of  the  state,  and 
shell  fix  upon  some  temporary  system^ 
either  by  continuing  and  modifying  the 
existing  laws,  or  by  re-establishing  and 
new-modelling  the  old,  in  the  manner  that 
shall  appear  to  it  expedient  for  the  good 
of  the  state,  and  for  the  security  of  the 
citisens,  of  their  persons,  and  of  their  pro« 
perties. 

5.  Thst  two-thirds  of  the  lesser  and 
greater  councils  shall  be  appointed  in- 
stantly ;  the  others  shall  be  elected  pur- 
suant to  the  conHitution,  after  the  lists  of 
eligible  citizens  shall  have  been  framed. 

6.  The  two  colleges  shall  propose  to 
the  two  councils  above  mentioned,  agreea- 
bly to  the  constitution^  all  the  measures 
which  they  shall  judge  necessary  for  the 
entire  re-establishment  of  the  ancient  form 
of  government. 

And,  in  fulfilment  of  the  present,  I  de- 
clare, by  this  Proclamation,  that 

Seignor  Girolamo Serra,  President;  and 
the  Seignors  Andrea  do  Ferraf  i,  Agostine 
ParretOt  Ippolito  Dbrasxo,  Gio.  Carlo 
Brtgnole,  Agostino  Fiesce,  Paolo  Palla* 
victni,  Domenico  Dealbertis,  Giovanni 
Quartara,  Marcello  Maisone,  Giuseppe 
Fravega,  Lnca  Soigri,  Giuseppe  Pandolfb, 
Senators,  are  elected  to  form  the  Provi* 
sional  Government  &i  the  Genoese  ataie ; 
and  I  invite,  and  order  all  inhabitants,  of 
every  clam  and  condition,  to  leed  their 
assistance  and  to  yield  obedience. 

Given  in  my  head-quarters,  Genoa,  this 
26th  April,  1814.        W.  C.  Bmitiiici^ 

Commander  in  Chief. 

No.  $.^Bxiract^ 

Pam.Ma^eA,  1S14. 
With  respect  to  the  arrangement  your 
lordsh^  has  nwde  for  the  provisieail  go- 
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Ytrnmenl  of  G«noa,  it  is  materiftl  thai  it 
•bottld  not  be  considered  es  prejudging 
the  fotare  system  which  it  may  be  expe- 
dient to  apply  to  that  part  of  Europe. 
Your  lordship  will  adopt  such  measures  as 
may  conciliate  the  feelings  of  the' people; 
but  you  will  avoid  referring  to  the  ancient 
.form  of  government  in  terms  which  may 
excite  disappointment^  should  considera- 
lionSf  arbing  out  of  the  general  interests^ 
induce  the  adoption  of  a  different  arrange- 
ment. 

With  respect  to  the  measures  to  be 
adopted  in  the  Milanese.  I  do  not  wish 
.your  lordship  to  continue  general  M'Far- 
4ane  tt^ere  now  the  Austrians  have  ad* 
vanced.  It  mav  complicate  injuriously 
the  concerns  of  Italy*  any  interference  on 
the  part  of  your  lordship*  placed  at  such 
a  distance  m  you  are  from  the  seat  of  the 
allied  councils ;  and  I  am  desirous  that 
your  lordship  should  not  take  any  steps  to 
encourage  the  fermentation  which  at  pre- 
sent seems  to  prevail  in  Italy  on  questions 
of  government. 

(Signed)  Castlibbagh. 

Lord  W,  Bentinck,  &c. 

No  6. 

Note  presented  by  M.  Pareto  to  Viscount 
Castlereagh  at  Paris«^Translation*) 

The  undersigned  Envoy  Extraordinary* 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  fie- 
public  of  Genoa*  has  the  honour  to  submit 
to  his  excellency  Viscount  Castlereagh* 
H.  B.  M.  Principal  Secretary  of  State  ibr 
Foreign  Afiairs*  the  following  note  : 

The  great  events  which  have  recently 
taken  place  in  Europe*  and  the  magnani* 
roous  resolutions  announced  by  the  high 
Allied  Powers*  have  raised  hopes  amongst 
alt  people  subjected  in  these  latter  years  to 
French  domination  :  tho^e  of  the  Genoese 
nation  have  no  other  tendency  than  that 
of  recovering  its  former  existence*  which 
bas  been  momentarily  suspended. 

These  hopes*  which  the  desire  of  shaking 
off  a  yoke  supported  with  impatience,  has 
ever  noorishea,  have  augmented  at  the 
approach  of  the  victorious  armies  of  his 
Britannic  Majesty.  The  Genoese*  Ml  of  an 
equal  confidence  in  the  benevolent  disposi- 
tions of  all  the  high  Allied  Powers*  Gonld  not 
however  but  see*  with  the  moat  lively  joy* 
that  tbeir  destiny  was  about  to  depend  more 
particularly  upon  thai  generous  nation* 
frith  which  they  had  uniformlv  bad  the 
most  intimate  connexion  in  Industry  and 
rom^erce. 

Snlbasinsm,  indeed*  ww  m  ita  height. 


and  the  clamours  of  the  people,  and  the 
declarations  of  the  notables  of  the  town, 
hastened  perhaps  the  term  of  an  useleas 
resistance.  Surely*  indeed*  the  deliver* 
ance  of  Genoa  was  not  the  less  assured, 
independent  of  these  circumstances*  in 
consequence  of  the  triumphs  of  the  Bri- 
tish arms.  But  it  is  honourable  to  the 
Genoese  to  have  co-operated  themselves 
in  some  degree  to  attain  it,  and  to  have 
loudly  declared  their  wish  to  be  restored 
to  their  ancient  laws  and  independence, 
being  still*  as  it  were*  utidcr  the  bayonets 
of  the  French. 

This  spontaneous  wish  is  not  only  the 
general  wish  of  the  nation,  it  is  become 
necessary  to  it.  Placed  in  a  territory 
narrow  and  barren,  Genoa  has  only  one 
means  of  subsistence,  commerce  with 
ecoilomy ;  and  by  the  concurrence  of  the 
neighbouring  poris*  this  commerce  can 
alone  exist*  depending  upon  a  system  of 
financial  regulations,  as  little  oppressive  aa 
possible*  as  they  existed  formerly.  The 
ancient  Genoese  government  was  by  ita 
nature  the  least  expensive  and  mod 
economical  of  any  government  in  Europe  ; 
taxes  were  wery  light*  and  the  imposts 
'upon  commerce  scarcely  any  thing.  In 
vain  could  they  flatter  themselves  to  pre- 
serve this  system*  if  Genoa  was  ruled  by 
any  other  form  of  government ;  still  lesii, 
were  she  united  to  any  other  country  of 
greater  extent*  whose  wants*  without  num« 
ber  and  without  measure*  would  again 
crush  this  unhappy  country  ;  which, 
weakened  by  fifteen  yM's  of  immense 
losses*  her  interests  sacrioced  to  those  of 
foreigners*  instead  of  seeing  her  wounde 
healed*  would  soon  see  the  resources  of 
ber  industry  for  ever  destroyed*  and  her 
ruin  completed.  These  serious  consider- 
ations receive  additional  sanction  from  the 
long  and  happy  experience  which  hae 
been  had  of  the  order  of  things  of  which 
they  implore  the  re-establishment :  during^ 
more  than  two  centuries  and  a  half*  from 
1508  to  1797,  it  has  constantly  produced 
the  happiness  of  the  nation*  which  after 
long  disturbances  has  found  in  it  the  re- 
pose which  she  sought  in  vain  in  other 
systems  of  administration.  If  some  modi- 
fications respecting  the  condition  of  eligi- 
bility to  public  functions  hare  appeared 
necessary*  the  result  of  a  common  accord, 
and  of  a  perfect  unanimity  among  all 
ranks  of  citiaens*  will  only  thereby  be 
better  secured.  ^ 

This  accord  and  this  unanimity  have 
been  proved  by  his  excellency  lord  Ben* 
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iinck,  who  has  acknowledged  the  legiti- 
mate  expression  of  the  national  wish.  He 
might  eqoalLy  have  percei?ed  what  invin- 
cilile  repugnance  foreign  domination  in- 
spired ;  the  false  reports  of  the  re-union 
of  Genoa  with  a  neighbouring  state,  hav- 
ing been  by  chance  circulated  in  the  town, 
the  consternation  became  general,  and  a 
day  of  festivity  was  converted  into  a  day 
of  moorning,  until  those  apprehensions 
were  allayed  by  the  hope,,  which  the 
repeated  declarations  of  the  high  Powers 
could  not  fail  to  revive. 

In  fact,  the  wishes  of  the  Genoese  are 
in  entire  conformity  with  the  grand  de- 
sign which  has  been  the  noble  end  of  so 
many  efforts,  that  of  reconstructing  upon 
its  ancient  basis  the  social  edifice  of 
Europe.  The  Republic  of  Genoa  was 
not,  until  1805,  erased  from  the  number 
of  independent  slates,  and  that  by  an 
act  of  violence  ;  in  truth,  it  n^ver  ceased 
lo  exist.  Its  union  with  France  never  hav- 
ing been  acknowledged  by  the  other  Go- 
vcrrnments,  and  still  less  by  that  of  Great 
Britain,  consequently  the  application  of 
the  principles  established  by  the  high 
Powers  must,  without  doubt,  apply  to  this 
Republic.  It  is  even  in  proportion  to  the 
weakness  of  this  small  State  that  their 
magnanimity  will  more  fully  display  itself* 

u,  afler  motives  of  such  high  import- 
ance, one  might  hazard  conjectures  upon 
what  appears  in  this  respect  to  combine 
with  the  interests  of  Great  Britain,  the 
undersigned  would  permit  himself  to  re- 
mark, that  of  all  the  modes  of  disposing 
•f  the  state  of  Genoa,  that  of  preserving 
.the  ancient  Republic  appears  to  offer  the 
most  useful  chances.  Genoa,  re- united 
to  a  continental  state,  whatever  it  may  be, 
might  be  exposed,  in  spite  of  itself,  to  the 
misfortunes  of  once  more  becoming  the 
enemy  of  £ngland. 

A  State  essentially  maritime  and  pacific, 
supported  by  the  powerful  auspices  of  the 
British  Government,  it  would  be  con- 
stantly friendly,  and  would  never  hazard 
seeing  its  best  interests  again  committed 
by  a  contiuffntal  government.  In  short, 
English  commerce  would  ho  where  find, 
in  the  rate  of  duties,  such  facilities  as  a 
government  economical  like  that  of  Genoa, 
cs|n  offer* 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  insist  upon 
similar  considerations,  since  the  illustrious 
commander  of  the  British  forces  in  Italy, 
possessed  of  the  intentions  of  his  Govern- 
ment, has  already  been,  by  bis  procla- 
mation of  the  26ib  April  last,  the  worthy 
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channel  of  English  generosity.  The  Ge- 
noese Government  consequently  flatters 
itself  that  his  royal  highness  the  Pt-ince 
Regent,  in  sanctioning  what  has  already 
been  done  in  his  name  by  lord  Bentinck, 
will  deign  to  extend  his  benevolence  to 
the  Republic  of  Genoa,  and  bis  good 
offices  with  the  high  Allied  Powers,  to  in- 
duce them  to  acknowledge  the  re-esta- 
blishment, as  well  as  the  integrity  and 
continuity  of  its  territory,  equally  indis- 
pensable for  its  existence,  and  without 
which  it  cannot  bot.be  precarious. 

The  undersigned,  in  recommending- the 
fate  of  his  country  to  the  liberal  principles 
which  so  eminently  distinguish  the  admi- 
nistration of  viscount  Castlereagh,  &c. 

(Signed)  PAXfiTO. 

ParU^WtkAfay,  1814. 

No.  7, 

Paper  of  Observations  communicated 
by  Mr.  Pareto  to  Viscount  Castlereagh 
at  Paris.     (Translation.) 

Paris,  May  18,  1814. 

The  observations  respecting  the  state 
of  Genoa,  which  his  excellency  viscount 
Castlereagh  was  pleased  to  communicate 
to  the  undersigned,  in  the  audience  of  the 
10th  inst.,  gave  rise  to  refle)ctions  which  rt 
is  thought  right  to  submit  to  his  excellency. 
The  facts  upon  which  these  are  founded 
can  be  verified  by  the  English  agenu  now 
at  Genoa,  and  no  doubt  is  entertained  that 
they  will  be  admitted  to  be  in  perfect 
conformity  with  what  is  herein  stated. 

His  excellency  seemed  to  think  thai  if, 
in  consequence  of  the  arrangements  which 
were  to  take  place  between  the  high 
Allied  Powers,  the  state  of  Genoa  were 
united  to  Piedmont,  advantages  would 
result  from  this  arrangement  sufficient  to 
counterbalance  the  loss  of  its  independence. 
He  seemed  to  think  that  commerce  would 
resume  its  course,  industry  its  customary 
channels,  and  the  whole  country  its  ancient 
prosperity. 

The  undersigned  cannot  abstain  front 
observing,  that  from  all  the  data  which 
the  actual  state  of  things  and  the  mntual 
relations  of  the  two  countries  can  furnish* 
far  from  flattering  himself  that  success 
will  answer  these  hopes,  he  is  persuaded 
that  the  union  would  be  attended  with 
consequences  the  most  disastrous  for  the 
state  of  Genoa. 

In  the  first  place  the  interests  of  the 
two  countries  are  essentially  different. 
Piedmont  is  an  agricultural  country  :  the 
state  of  Genoa  having  only  a  narrow  coasts 
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and  sterile  rocks,  is  necessarily  a  maritime 
and  commercial  state.  In- Piedmont  every 
thing  depends  on  landed  property  (bien- 
fimds),  and  on  territorial  produce.  At 
Genoa  all  depends  on  ^:apital  employed  in 
commercial  enterprizes,  and  the  produc- 
tions of  industry;  independent  of  the 
general  maxim,  that  commerce  prospers 
best  in  free  countries— a  maxim  so  well 
known  in  England.  It  has  been  already 
observed  to  your  excellency,  that  the 
species  of  commerce  which  is  almost  ex- 
clusively attended  to  at  Genoa,  is  that  of 
commission  and  of  transit;  which  requir- 
ing the  greatest  facilities  and  the  least 
possible  ahackles,  is  by  its  nature  the  most 
difficult  to  preserve.  In  the  competition 
of  neighbouring  ports  the  preference  which 
is  given  to  one  over  the  other  depends- 
upon  the  duties  less  onerous,  and  the 
forms  less  restrictive,  to  which  they  are 
respectively  subjected.  The  least  aug- 
mentation of  the  duties  on  the  smallest 
financial  regulation  is  sufficient  to  divert 
this  commerce  from  its  ordinary  course^ 
and  to  convey  it  elsewhere.  The  expenses 
of  a  court,  and  of  a  military  state,  pro- 
ducing considerable  taxes,  it  it  easy  to 
foresee  that  if  the  burthen  falls  chiefly 
upon  commerce,  the  interests  of  the  an- 
cient part  of  the  nation  cannot  fail  to  out- 
weigh those  of  the  less  numerous  part 
newly  united ;  thus  the  lou  of  the  com- 
merce of  Genoa  would  be  the  infallible 
oonsequence  of  this  onion. 
*  If  any  thing  need  be  added  to  the  sub- 
version of  the  only  meens  of  existence  of 
the  country,  the  jealousy  of  the  capital, 
towards  a  town  whose  rivalry  she  would 
fear,  would  still  more  speedily  hasten  its 
ruin. 

Genoa,  despoiled  of  the  advantages  of 
being  the  centre  of  the  government,  and 
losing  every  year  a  part  of  ite  population, 
to  increase  that  of  Turin,  would  be  con- 
stantly sacrificed  to  the  latter :  the  ancient 
Piedaontese  would  fill  all  the  places  at 
Court,  all  the  situations  in  the  administra- 
tion, and  the  Genoese  would  gradually  be 
absorbed. 

Your  excellency,  in  referring  to  the 
general  interests  of  Europe,  declared,  that 
aft^r  the  events  which  have  so  long  dis- 
turbed it,  it  became  necessary  to  form 
powerful  States,  which  should  oCTer,  by 
their  extent,  a  sufficient  guarantee  against 
the  enterprizes  of  France. 

if  the  undersigned  might  be  allowed, 
npoo  such  grand  objects,  to  make  any 
observation  independent  of  the  cessation 


of  the  fears  inspired  by  a  system  which  it- 
for  ever  fallen,  with  the  fall  of  its  authoi^ 
he  would  remark,  that  it  is  not  always  the 
extent  which  forms  the  power  of  States : 
true  power  consists  in  union,  concord,  and- 
national  spirit— that  spirit  certainly  could 
not  exist  in  the  new  amalgamation  of  two 
people  divided  by   their   character,    by 
their  habits,   and  by  an  invincible  anti- 
pathy—the fruit  of  two  centuries  of  poli- 
tical quarrels.    Vain  would  be  the  attempt 
to  make  of  them  one  nation— Far  from 
uniting  the  means  of  force  and  defence, 
elements  of  discord  only  would  be  col- 
lected,   and,    perhaps.    Piedmont    alone 
would  in  herself  be  more  powerful  than  if 
she  were  united  to  the  state  of  Genoa; 
since,  in  case  of  war,  the  court  of  Turin 
would  not  bave  to  contend  at  the  same 
time  against  external  enemies,  and  against 
her  new  sul^ects  impatient  to  shake  off  a 
yoke  which  necessity  alone  compels  them 
to  endure.     On  the  other  hand,  in  re-esta- 
blishing the  ancient  government  of  Genoa; 
which,  in  spite  of  the  menaces  of  France 
in  17P5  and  1796,  was  never,  so  long  at 
it  bad  existence,  the  enemy  of  the  courts 
of  London  and  of  Vienna;    and   in  the 
event  of  war,  by  placing  this  Government 
under  the  immediate  protection  of  that 
amongst  the  Allied  Powers,  the  most  im- 
mediately Interested  in  its  preservation,— 
England,  for  instance,— -the  same  end  would 
be  obtained,  and  which  perhaps  could  not 
be  attained  by  its  union  with  Piedmont : 
the  national  spirit  which,  in  the  hypotheait 
of  this  union,  would  agitate  the  Genoese  in 
a  sense  opposed  to  the  Piedmontese  go- 
vernment, or  which  at  any  rate  would  be 
entirely  stifled,  would,  on  the  contrary, 
develope  itself  with  the  greatest  vigour  if 
the    Republic    were    re-established,  and 
would  usefhlly  succour  the  means  bf  de- 
fence to  be  taken  for  the  preservation  of 
Italy  against  every   attempt  tending  to 
renew  the  events  which  bad  taken  place 
in  it  during  these  latter  times.    How  could 
Genoa,  a  state  purely  maritime,  having  no 
other  than  commercial  resources,  united 
as  much  by'  gratitude  as  by  interest  to 
Greet  Britain,  depart  from  that  political 
system  which  could  alone  preserve  her 
existence  ?    Become  in  some  respect  an 
English  city,  she  would,  in  time  of  peace, 
be  the  centre  of  British  commerce  in  the 
Mediterranean,  and  in  time  of  war,  the 
asylum  of  her  fleets:    her  port,  the  Gulf 
of  Spezia,  and  that  of  Vado,  offer,  if  there 
need  any  other  pledge  than  ber  interest, 
the  best  guarantee  that  the  British  Govern- 
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raent  could  desire,  without  having  re* 
course  to  a  measure  destruciiTe  to  the 
country. 

His  excellency  remarked,  in  the  last 
place,  that  the  Genoese  territory  appeared 
too  extieniire  for  an  establishment  purely 
commercial ;  Genoa,  like  the  Hans  Towns, 
might  be  restricted  to  a  more  confined 
territory. 

It  may  be  matter  of  indifference  for  the 
commerce  of  the  Hanseatic  Towns,  whe- 
ther they  have  or  have  not  any  territory, 
because,  from  their  geographical  position, 
they  cannot  be  deprived  of  their  com- 
taerce;  but  it  is  far  different  with  Genoa 
—it  is  the  general  entrepSt  of  merchandize 
of  every  description.  Genoa  supplies  the 
whole  of  Upper  Italy,  which  extends 
westward,  and  which  comprehends  Pied- 
mont, the  Milanese,  and  the  States  of 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  Modena,  with  colo- 
nial articles,  produce  of  the  fisheries,  and 
English  or  other  manufactured  goods. 
Her  supplies  extend  as  far  as  Switzerland, 
whence  she  receives  in  return,  as  well  as 
from  Germany,  cloths  and  other  articles, 
which  she  sends  into  Spain,  Sicily,  and 
Sardinia  :  it  is  therefore  the  transit  which 
forms  her  commercoi  and  this  transit 
would  no  longer  pass  through  Genoa  if  a 
part  of  its  territory  were  ceded  to  the 
neighbouring  States:  it  would  be  the  in- 
terest of  these  States  to  appropriate  to 
ttiemselves  this  commerce,  and  they  could 
easily  do  it— the  two  rivers  forming  on 
each  side  situations  favourable  for  commer* 
cial  establishments,  it  would  be  sufficient 
for  them  to  forbid  the  transit  through  their 
territory  of  every  thing  which  came 
through  Genoa,  and  these  new  establish- 
ments would  soon  raise  themselves  upoQ 
her  ruins. 

Genoa,  insulated,  borne  down  with 
wanu,  reduced  by  the  enormous  dimiott- 
tion  of  its  ^apical  to  its  last  resources, 
would  not  be  able  to  recorer  itself;  fur- 
ther, in  adding  to  so  many  losses,  that  of  its 
territory,  Grenoa  woald  have  only  a  preca« 
rious  existence  ;  whilst  by  preserving  her 
in  her  present  state,  not  only  would  her 
existence  be  secured,  but  also  the  wishes 
of  the  whole  population  of  the  State  of 
every  rank;  for  instance,  those  of  Venti- 
miglia  ami  of  San  Remo,  wodd  be 
accomplished,  who  have  no  other  desire 
whatever  than  to  remain  united  to  their 
ancient  family* 

In  summing  up  the  different  observations 
which  the  undersigned  hieis  had  the  honour 
lo  submit  to  his  excellency  viscount  Castle- 
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reagh,  he  flatters  himself  that  he  has  proved 
that  the  union  of  Genoa  with  Piedmont 
would  bring  with  it  the  ruin  of  the  former 
country,  without  any  real  assistance  to  the 
views  of  the  high  Allied  Powers ;  that  those 
views  would  be  equa]|y,nay  better  fulfilled, 
by  the  re-establishment  of  the  Republic, 
and  by  suitable  arrangements  for  securing 
in  case  of  war,  the  occupancy  of  the  ports 
and  gulfs  of  Liguria;  and,  in  short,  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  separate  Genoa  Croni 
its  territory,  without  destroying  its  com- 
merce and  consequently  without  risking  to 
complete  that  ruin  which  it  was  wished  to 
avoid.    The  undersigned,  &c. 

Viscount  Castlereagh,  Parbto. 

&c«  &c.  &c. 

No.  8. 

Vienna^  December  7,  1814. 

My  Loi*d ;  I  have  the  honour  to  inclose 
for  your  lordship's  information,  a  copy  of 
the  Report  of  the  Plenipotentiaries  w^ho 
have  acted  as  a  Commission  for  the  affairs 
of  Genoa.  This  Report  has  not  yet  been 
confirmed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the 
several  Powers ;  but  I  have  the  pleasure  to 
acquaint  your  lordship,  that  it  is  approved 
by  the  marquis  de  Brignioli,whois  charged 
here  with  full  powers  from  the  Government 
of  Genoa.  I  have  every  reason  to  hope, 
therefore,  that  however  the  Genoese  might 
have  preferred  to  have  remained  under  a 
separate  government,  and  with  this  reserve 
the  approbation  of  their  representative 
most  be  understood,  that  they  will  receive 
the  pcoposed  ahrangement  as  a  pledge  of 
the  earnest  concern  taken  by  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe,  and  by  their  future 
Sovereign,  in  the  establishment  of  their 
interests,  both  commercial  and  political, 
upon  a  solid  and  liberal  footing ;  and  that 
they  will  particularly  acknowledge  the 
persevering  protection  which  they  have 
experiencM  from  the  Prince  Resent,  by 
whose  arms  they  were  delivered  worn  the 
enemy,  and  throogk  whose  intervention 
they  have  been  placed  under  the  protec- 
tion of  an  established  constitution. 

I  have,  &c.  CASTLsaEACB. 

Earl  Bathorst,  Aic.  ht. 

(Inclosures  in  No.  8.]— Translation. 

Profit  <^  the  General  Rgpari. 

.  Viama^  December  ],  1814. 
The  undersigned  Austrian,  English,  and 
French  Plenipotentiaries,  charsed  by  the 
Protocole  of  the  conference  of  the  ISth 
November  1814,  to  introduce  the  marqnis 
de  St.  Marsan^  and  the  count  de  Kossi^ 
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Sardinian  plenipotentiaries,  in  the  charac- 
ter of  conimis'sariet,  at  their  intervention, 
to  the  marquis  He  firignoleSi  deputy  frotn 
Genoa,  with  a  riew  of  concerting,  under 
such  intervention,  a  plan,  calculated  at 
once,  to  establish  the  onion  of  Genoa  with 
the  dominions  of  his  majesty  the  king  of 
Sardinia,  and  the  declaring  Genoa  a  free 
port,  opon  soch  solid  and  liberal  bases,  as 
shall  be  conformable  to  the  general  views 
of  the  Powers,  and  to  the  reciprocal  inte- 
rest of  the  dominions  of  bis  majesty  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  and  of  the  state  of 
Genoa;  have,  according  to  the  wish  of 
the  same  Protocol,  called  Messrs.  de  Su 
Marsan,  de  Hossi,  and  de  Brigiioles,  to  the 
conferences  respecting  the  means  of  con- 
ciliation stated,  in  order  to  draw  op  a 
profit  comprizing  all  the  several  disposi« 
lions  regulated  to  the  mutual  satisfaction 
of  the  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Sardinian 
Majesty  on  one  part,  and  of  the  deputy 
from  Genoa  on  the  other.  M.  de  St. 
Marsan,  and  M.  de  Rossi,  opened  the  busi« 
ness,  by  presenting  a  plan  of  concessions 
which  bis  Sardinian  Majesty  was  willing^ 
to  make  to  bis  new  subjects.  M.  de  Bri- 
gnoles  also  presented  projects^and  observa- 
tions, stating,  at  the  same  time,  what  were 
the  wishes  of  his  compatriots.  The  ple- 
nipotentiaries .were  diligently  employed 
in  accommodating  the  proposals  of  the 
Sardinian  envoys,  to  t^ose  of  the  deputy 
from  Genoa,  by  carefully  modifying  the 
demands  of  the  Genoese,  and  the  conces- 
sions of  bis  Sardinian  Majesty. 

In  this  they  obeyed  the  dictates  of  their 
sincere  wishes  for  the  repose  of  Italy,  of 
their  respect  for  his  Sardinian  Majesty, 
and  of  the  good-will  which  they  bear  lo 
Ibe  Genoese« 

This  day  the  plenipotentiaries  present 
terms,  which  will  satisfy,  fu  far  as  can  be 
expected,  every  interest,  and  which  have 
received  the  approbation  of  the  envoys  of 
his  Sardinian  Majesty,  and  their  own. 
The  marquis  de  Brignoles  declared,  that, 
nnder  the  circumstances  in  wbiph  his 
country  is  placed,  it  appeared  to  him,  that 
the  terms  granted  her,  would  meet  the 
wishes  of  his  fellow-citizens.  Neverthe- 
less, count  Alexis  de  Noailles,  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  after  stating  that  nothing 
could  be  more  suitable  to  the  intentions 
of  bis  Sovereign,  than  the  happy  terminar 
lion  of  this  afiiiir;  and  after  affirming, 
that  he  acquiesced  in  all  the  above  ar- 
rangements, declared,  that  he  would  not 
eubscribe  to  them,  except  with  an  under- 
standing, that  they  constituted  part  of  the 
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arrangements  to  be  made  in  Italy,  in  cod« 
cert  with  France. 

The  terms,  therefore,  now  presented^ 
will  be  found  to  agree  with  tbe  wishes  of 
the  High  Powers,  as  set  forth  in  the  Arti* 
cles  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and  in  the 
Protocol  of  November  13th,  concerning 
the  free  port  and  the  union  of  Genoa,  upon 
solid  and  liberal  bases.  They  guarantee 
the  public  debt,  and  grant  to  the  city  of 
Genoa,  a  senate  or  judiciary  body,  a  tri* 
bunal  of  commerce,  and  a  municipal  au* 
thority.  They  protect  all  the  public 
establishments  of  instruction  and  of  cha- 
rity, and  assure  them  aid.  The  King  will 
Aupport  the  university,  the  college,  the 
schools,  the  hospitals,  and  all  the  k)onda- 
tions  that  have  for  their  object  the  pro- 
speHty  of  his  Genoese  subjects.  The  no- 
bility preserve  their  privileges;  all  the 
Genoese  subjects  are  placed  on  a  footing 
with  the  ancient  subjects  of  the  king  of 
Sardinia.  The  ranks  and  degrees  are  pre- 
served. The  condition  of  the  civil  oiBcers 
shall  be  taken  into  consideration.  Tbe 
legal  pensions  to  be  contmued.  Thf 
King  will  give  currency  to  the  Genoese 
coins,  and  attend  to  the  concerns  of  the 
Bank  of  St.  George.  Finally,  the  King 
intends  forming  a  Genoese  company  of 
body  guards. 

The  plenipotentiaries^  after  approving 
these  terms,  did  not  imagine  they  had  yet 
brought  their  labours  to  a  period.  In 
order  to  consolidate,  and  render  the  ces- 
sion, ^s  it  were,  final,  there  remained  still 
a  variety  of  points  to  settle. 

1.  The  solemn  recognition  of  the  here* 
ditary  right  of  this  House  of  Sardinia* 
from  male  to  male,  in  the  royal  branch, 
and  in  that  of  Savoy- Carigoan*  2.  The 
determination,  by  the  High  Powers,  of 
the  title,  which,  at  the  instance  of  the 
Genoese,  his  Sardinian  Mi^esty  is  to  re* 
ceive  on  taking  possession  of  the  domi- 
nions of  Genoa.  3.  Finally,  the  fate  of 
the  imperial  fief^,  ceded  by  two  treaties, 
and  now  under  the  provisional  government 
of  Genoa.  Th^o  points  were  made  the 
subject  of  three  separate  reports. 

(Signed)    Cooni  AtBXis  ns  Noailles* 
CLANCAarr. 
The  Baron  Db  BiNosa. 

Pirqfit  tftke  A^por/.— No.  I. — Conditions. 

Viamtt,Dcc.  I,  1814. 

The  underaigned  plenipotentiaries  pre* 
sent,  in  the' Act  hereunto  annexed,  the 
conditions  granted  by  his  Sardinian  Ma* 
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jesty  to  his  Genoese  subjects,  pursuant  to 
the  intentions  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and 
to  the  wishes  of  the  plenipotentiaries  of 
the  eight  Powers.  In  proposing  to  their 
excellencies  to  adopt  the  present  adjust- 
ment, which  appears  to  satisfy  the  wishes 
and  interests  of  all  parties  concerned,  they 
submit  to  them  the  propriety  of  inserting 
in  the  Protocol,  about  to  b?  drawn  up, 
the  guarantees  necessary  for  securing  to 
the  Gendese  sobjects  of  his  Sardinian  Ma- 
jesty the  perpetual  enjoyment  of  the  ad- 
vantages granted  them. 

(Signed)    Count  Alexis  db'Noaillbs. 

Clancartt. 

Binder. 

PrqjU  of  the  Articles  agreed  upon  by  the 
Plenipotentiaries. 

Vienna,  Dec,  I,  1814. 

Art.  1.  The  Genoese  shall,  in  every 
respect,  be  assimilated  to  the  other  sub- 
jects of  the  Kin^ ;  they  shall,  in  common 
with  them,  participate  in  the  civil,  judi- 
ciary, military,  and  diplomatic  employ- 
ments of  the  monarchy;  and,  excepting 
those  privileges  which  are  hereinafter 
granted  and  secured  to  them,  I  hey  shall 
be  subjected  to  the  same  laws  and  regola- 
tions,  with  such  modifications  as  his  Ma- 
jesty shall  deem  expedient.  The  Genoese 
nobility,  like  that  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
monarchy,  shall  be  admissible  to  the 
great  offices  and  places  at  court. 
'  Art.  2.  The  Genoese  military,  now 
composing  the  Genoese  troops,  shall  be 
incorporated  with  the  royal  troops.  The 
commissioned  and  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers shall  preserve  their  respective  grades. 

Art.  3.  The  coat  of  arms  of  the  city 
Df  Genoa  shall  constitute  a  pare  of  that  of 
the  King,  and  her  colours  receive  a4>lace 
in  the  flag  of  his  Majesty. 

Art.  4.  The  free  port  of  Genoa  to*  be 
re-established,  under  those  regulations 
which  were  in  force  during  the  former 
Genoese  government.  The  goods  im- 
ported into  the  free  port,  when  in  transitu 
through  the  King's  dominions,  shall  have 
every  facility  allowed  them  by  his  Ma- 
jesty, pix>vided  such  precautions  be  ob- 
served as  bis  Majesty  shall  judge  proper, 
to  prevent  those  goods  from  being  unlaw- 
full}-  sold,  or  consumed,  in  the  interior. 
They  shall  only  be  subject  to  a  moderate 
duty. 

Art.  4^.  '  In  every  district  having  an 
intendant,  there  shall  be  established  a 
provincial  council,  composed    of  thirty 
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members,  chosen  from  among  the  notables 
of  the  difierent  classes,  and  out  of  a  list 
of  900  of  the  most  respectable  in  each 
district.    They  shall  be  appointed,  in  the 
6rst  instance,  by  the  King,  and  replaced 
after  the  same  manner,  one -fifth  of  them 
going  out  of  office  every  two  years.    The 
lot  to  decide,  as  to  the  first  four-fifths 
vacating  their  offices*    The  organization 
of  ihese  offices  to  be  regulated  by  h\i 
Majesty.    The  president  nominated   by 
the  King  need  not  be  elected  from  among 
those  sitting  in  the  council;  in  which  case 
he  shall  be  entitled  to  no  vote.    It  shall 
not  be  lawful  to  r6*elect  members  until 
four  years  after  they  have  gone  out  of 
office.    The  council  to  attend  solely  to 
the  wants  and  claims  of  the  communities 
in  its  district,  concerning  their  administra* 
tion,  and  to  make  representations  on  this 
subject.     It  shall,  every  year,  assemble 
in  the  principal  place  of  the  district,  at  a 
time  and  for  a  term  to  be  fixed  by  Jiis 
Majesty.    The  King  may  convene  it,  of 
course,  whenever  he  judges  it  expedient. 
The  intendant  of  the  province,  or  the 
person  officiating  for  him,  shall,  of  rights 
attend    the    sittings  in   the  capacity   of 
King's  Commissary.    Should  the  necsssi- 
ties  of  the  state  demand  the  levying  of  fresh 
imposts,  the  King  shall  call  together  th6 
different  provincial  Councils  in  any  town 
of  the  ancient  territory  of  Genoa  which 
his  Majesty  may  appoint,  and  under  the 
presidency  of  any  person  he  may  have 
delegated  to  that  efiect.    If  the  President 
be  not  one  of  those  who  have  seats  in  the 
councils,  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  de- 
liberative vote.    No  edict  directing  any 
extraordinary  impost,  shall  be  sent  by  the 
King  to  the  senate  of  Genoa  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  being  registered,  until  it  has  been 
approved  by  the  votes  of  the  above  pro* 
vincial   councils.     The  majority  of  one 
voice  shall  be  sufficient  to  determine  the 
vote  of  the  provincial  councils,  either  se* 
parately  assembled  or  united. 

Art.  6.  The  maximum  of  imposts 
which  it  shall  ba  lawful  for  his  Majesty  to 
establish  in  the  state  of  Genoa,  without 
consulting  the  provincial  councils,  united 
in  a  body,  shall  not  exceed  the  proportion 
^'at  present  established  for  the  other  parts 
of  his  dominions.  The  imposts  at  present 
collected,  shall  be  regulated  by  this 
standard ;  and  his  Majesty  reserves  to  him* 
self  to  make  such  provisions  as  his  wisdom 
and  his  goodness  towards  his  Genoese 
subjects  may  suggest  to  him,  respecting 
what  ought  be  assessed^  upon  the  ground 
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rents  or  on  tbo  direct  or  indirect  tftxes. 
The  maxiiDuoi  of  imposu^  being  thus 
settled,  should  at  any  lime  the  occasions 
of  the  State  require  the  levying  of  fresh 
fmposi^tons  or  of  extraordinary. taxes^  his 
Majesty  shall  apply  for  the  approving 
▼ote  oithe  provincial  councils  with  respect 
to  the  amount  which  he  may  judge  expe- 
dient to  propose,  and  to  the  Nparticuias 
kind  of  impost  to  be  established. 

Art.  7.  .The  public  debt,  such  as  it 
legally  existed  under  the  last  French  go^ 
▼ernment,  is  guaranteed. 

Art.  8.  The  civil  and  military  pensions 
granted  by  the  State»  pursuant  to  law,  and 
to  the  established  regulations,  to  continue 
to  be  paid  to  all  the  Genoese  subjects  in- 
habiting his  Majesty's  dominions ;  as  also, 
on  the  same  condition,  those  sranted  to 
ecolesiesticsi  or  late  members  of  religious 
houses  of  both  sexes ;  no  less  than  those 
which,  under  the  description  of  succours, 
were  granted  by  the  French  government 
to  Genoese  nobles. 
•  Art.  &•  There  shall  be  formed  at  Genoa 
%  grand  ^idiciary  body,  or  supreme  tri- 
bunal, having  'the  same ,  authority  and 
privileges  as  those  of  Turin,  of  Savoy,  and 
of  Nice,  and,  like  them,  bearing  the  name 
of  Senate. 

Art.  10.  The  current  gold  and  silver 
coins  of  the  late  slate  of  Genoa,  now  in 
circulation,  to  be  a  legal  tender  at  the 
public  offices,  in  common  with  the  coins 
of  Piedmont. 

Art.  11.  The  levies  of  recruits,  called 
provincial,  not  to  exceed,  io  the  country 
of  Genoa,  the  proportion  of  those  which 
shall  take  place  in  the  other  dominions  of 
his  Majesty.  The  naval  service  shall  be 
accounted  the  same  as  the  land  service. 

Art.  12.  His  Majesty  intends  to  raise 
a  Genoese  company  of  body-guards,  which 
is  to  form  a  fourth  company  of  his  guards. 

Art.  13.  His  Majesty  designs  to  esta- 
blish at  Genoa,  at  own-body,  composed  of 
forty  nobles,  of  twenty  Bourgeois,  living 
on  their  fortunes,  or  exercising  liberal  arts, 
and  of  twenty  of  the  principal  merchants. 
Th^y  are  to  be  chosen,  in  the  first  instance, 
by  the  King  himself,  and  the  vacancies  to 
be  filled  op  by  elections  of  the  body  itself, 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  King; 
This  body  will  be  furnished  with  parti- 
cular regulations  by  the  King  relatively 
to  its.  residence  and  the  division  of  its  la- 
boors.  The  presidents  to  uke  the  title  of 
Syndics,  and  to  be  chosen  from  among 
the  members.  The  King,  however,  re- 
serves to  himself,  that  he  shall  deem  it 


expedient  to  appoint,  as  president  over 
this  town-body,  a  person  of  high  distinc- 
tion/ The  town-body  will  have  to  attend 
to  the  administration  of  the  revenues  of 
the  town,  to  the  superintendence  of  its 
petty  police,  and  to  the  care  of  its  public 
charities.  A  commissary  of  the  King  to 
assist  at  the  meetings  and  deliberations  of 
the  town-body.  The  members  of  this 
body  to  be  dressed  in  a  particular  habit, 
and  the  syndics  to  have  the  privilege  o£ 
wearing  the  same  gown  as  the  presidents, 
of  tribunals. 

Art.  14.  The  University  of  Genoa  to 
be  maintained,  and  to  enjoy  the  same  pri- 
vileges as  that  of  Turin.  His  Majesty  wilL 
devise  the  means  of  providing  for  its  wants. 
His  Msjesty  will  also  take  .this  establiflh* 
meht  under  his  particular  protection,  as 
likewise  the  other  institutions  of  instruc* 
tion,  of  education,  of  belles-lettres,  and 
of  charity,  which  shall  also  be  maintain- 
ed. Hi^  Majesty  will  preserve^  in  favour 
of  his  Genoese  subjects,  the  exhibitions 
founded  for  them  in  the  college  called  the 
the  Lyceum,  at  the  expense  of  the  Go-  ■ 
vernment,  reserving  to  himself  to  adopt, 
in  this  respect,  such  regulations  as  he  shall 
judge  expedient. 

Art.  15.  His  Msjesty  will  preserve,  ad 
Genoa,  a  Tribunal  and  a  Chamber  of  Com* 
merce,  and  continue  them  in  the  exer* 
cise  of  the  duties  attached  to  these  two 
establishments. 

Art.  16.  His  Msjesty  will  take  into 
particular  consideration  the  situation  of 
the  civil  officers  now  employed  in  the 
stale  of  Genoa.  « 

Art.  17.     His  Majesty  will  receive  the 
plans  and  proposals  that  shall  be  presented 
to  him  respecting  the  means  of  re-estab- 
lishing the  Bank  of  St.  George. 
(Signed)     Count  Albxis  de  Noailles. 

CLANCAaTY. 

Binder. 

Prqjet  i^  a  Repori.'^Vo.  2.— Heeeditart 

Right, 

*  ^  VitMa,Ikcemberl,iSl4t. 
Notwithstanding  the  order  of  succei*  * 
sion  established  in  the  House  of  Savoy  is 
general,  as  to  the  dominions  possessed  by 
that  House,  and  that  it  must  thence  follow^ 
that  it  is  likewise  maintained  with  respect 
to  the  new  provinces  whiph  his  majesty 
the  King  of  Sardinia  acquires  by  consent 
of  the  Powers,  yet  it  has  appeared  to  us 
expedient  to  propose,  repeat,  and  apply 
it  to  the  country  of  Genoa,  in  general 
termsi  aad  without  referring  to  the  dif* 
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ferant  Treaties  that  hare  extended  it  to 
any  particular  country  which  either  is,  or  ^ 
has  been,  under  the  domination  of  his  ma- 
jesty the  King  of  ^ardirtia. 

The  undersigned  Plenipotentiaries  pro- 
pose to  couch  the  said  article  in  the  ibU 
Jdiring  terms : 

The  States,  &c.  united  in  perpetuity  to 
the  States  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty,  for  the 
purpose  of  heing,  like  them,  possesied  by 
nim  in  full  property,  sovereignty  and 
hereditary  right,  from  male  to  male,  ac-^ 
cording  to  the  order  of  primogeniture,  in 
the  two  branches  of  bis  House,  namely, 
the  branch  royal  and  the  branch  of  Savoy 
Carignan. 

(Signed)     Count  Alexis  de  Noailles. 
Clancartt. 
Baron  Db  Bin^ee. 

Prqfti  qfa  AjM>r^^No.  S.-^Title. 

FsMiia,  Dtotmber  1,  I8li> 
The  undersigned  Plenipotentiaries  .sub- 
mit to  the  high  Powers^  the  wish  of  the 
ftenoese,  who  demand  that  his  Sardinian 
Majesty  should  take  the  title  of  King  of 
Ligoria*  The  Plenipotentiaries  observed, 
that  the  King  of  Sardinia  is  invested  with 
the  title  of  Duke,  as  sovereign  of  Savoy, 
tod  with  the  title  of  Prince,  as  sovereign 
of  the  dominions  of  Piedmont.  They 
thought  that  the  respect  doe  to  those 
countries,  would  not  permit  the  State  of 
Genoa  to  be  erected  into  a  kingdom,  and 
therefore  proposed,  that  the  title  of  Duke 
of  Genoa,  which,  in  fact,  was  that  of  the 
Doge  of  the  late  Republic  of  Genoa, 
ought  to  be  conferred  by  the  Protocol 
upon  his  Sardinian  Majesty,  with  a  view 
of  being  added  to  those  which  his  Majesty 
Oauaily  takes.  The  Plenipotentiaries  were 
of  opinion,  that  it  would  answer  several 
good  purposes  to  obliterate  the  recollecr 
tion  of  the  name  of  Liguria. 

(Signed)     Count  Ataxia  db  Noailles. 
'  Cmncabty. 

Baron  De  Bindbe. 

Prqih  ^  a   iZ^por^— No*  ^.-^Imvebial 

Fiefs. 

The  undersigned  PJenipotehtiaries  have 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  present  to  the 
high  Powers  their  ideas  concerning  the 
Aefs  called  Imperial,  which*  at  this  mo- 
ment, are  under  the  administration  of  the 
!p)rovisional  Government  of  the  States  of 
.Genoa*  The  Plenipotentiaries  observed, 
that  by  the  Treaty  of  Campo  Potmio^  and 
by  that  of  Limeville,  his' Imperial  Majesty 
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of  Austria  renounces  entirely  the  possea- 
sion  of  the  said  fiefs,  and  that  they  sure 
finally  incorporated  with  the  Ligurian 
territory. 

in  the  former  Treaty,  his  Imperial  and 
Royal  Apostolic  Majeaty  stipulates,  in  hia 
name,  promises  his  good  ofiices  with  the 
Germanic  body ;  and  in  the  second,  hia 
Apostolic  Majesty  stipulates,  in  his  nafii#» 
and  in  the  name  of  the  Germanic  empire* 

The  Plenipotentiaries  have  taken  into 
consideration :  1.  The  formal  cession  ex* 
pressed  in  the  above- menttoned  Treatiav, 
2.  The  ancient  claims  of  the  House  of 
Savoy  to  the  said  fiefs*  which  that  House 
has  never  renounced.  3.  The  situation 
of  the  said  fiefs,  and  the  intention,  recog* 
nised  by  the  high  Powers,  of  destroying^ 
every  subject  of  dispute  and  misunder- 
standing, and  of  uniting,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, under  one  domination,  the  countries 
enclosed  in  others. 

The  Plenipotentiaries,  after  weighing- 
these  considerations  and  the  consequence* 
of  the  Treaties  referred  to,  have  judged  it 
expedient  to  propose  to  the  high  Powers 
to  guarantee  to  his  Sardinian  Majesty  the 
possession  of  the  ^bove  fiefs,  inviting  th* 
King  of  Sardinia  to  extend  to  the  said 
countries  the  immunities  which  his  Ma** 
jesty  has  granted  to  his  Genoese  subjects. 
Count  Alexis  Db  Noaillei» 
Clamcabtt. 
Le  Baron  De  Bindbe. 

No;  9. 

Vkmia,  Deeemher  18.  1814. 
My  Lord  ;-«-I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter 
addressed  by  me  to  sir  J.  Dahrymple,  com« 
manding  his  Majesty's  forces  at  Genoa, 
with  several  inclosures,  directing  him,  in 
conformity  to  the  decision  of  the  Powers 
who  signed  the  Peace  of  Paris,  to  deliver 
over  the  provisional  government  of  Genoa 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  or  to  such  persons 
as  his  Majesty  may  appoint  to  receive  the 
same*  I  annex  a  protest  received  from 
the  existing  Provisional  Government ;  I 
have  every  reason  to  hope,  however,  that 
the  arrangement  made  will  be  favourably* 
received.    I  have,  &c. 

CASTLBaEAGir* 

Earl  Bathorst,  &c* 

(Firtt  Inchmre  m  No.  9.) 

Fiemis,  Deetmber  17,  I8I4. 

Sir;««*Yoa  will    receive  inclosed   the 

final  decision  of  the  Powers  whs  signed 

the  Treaty  of  Paris^  annexing  the  state  of 

Genoa,  under  certaia  cottditions«  to  the 
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Crown  of  Sardinw.  The  •ccomptDyiug 
paper,  beariDg  tbii  date,  declares  bit  Sar- 
dinian Majeity'tasienl  to  tbeie  conditiooa, 
M  the  basis  upon  which  the  said  Powers 
have  agreed  forthwith  to  intrust  to  his 
Majesty  the  proTisional  government  of 
GenoBi  preparatory  to  the  sovereignty 
being  formally  assigned  to  his  Majesty 
by  a  treaty  to  be  hereafter  execoted.  I 
am  consequently  to  signify  to  yon  the 
Prince  Regent's  pleasure,  that  you  do  take 
the  necessary  measures,  in  concert  with 
the  existing  ProTisional  GoTernment^  to 
dieliver  over  the  same,  in  conformity  to  the' 
decision  above  mentioned,  to  the  king  of 
Sardinia,or  to  such  person  as  his  Sardinian 
Majesty  may  appoint  to  take  charjge 
thereof;  continuing  yourself  to  act  with 
the  troops  under  your  command  as  an 
auxiliary  corps,  at  the  disposal  of  his  Sar- 
dinian Majesty,  till  you-  receive  further 
orders. 

You  will  carry  tb^sse  orders  into  cxecu* 
tion,  in  the  manner  you  may  find  likely 
to  prove  most  acceptable  to  the  existing 
Genoese  authorities.  The  deep  interest 
the  Prince  Regent  takes,  and  will  continue 
to  take,  in  the  happiness  and  future  weU 
fare  of  the  people  of  Genoa,  has  rendered 
it  a  grateful  part  of  my  duty  to  watch  over 
their  interests  from  the  moment  tbe  British 
arms  were  so  fortunate  as  to  be  the  instru- 
ments of  their  deliverance  from  the  op- 
pression of  the  enemy.  I  have  regretted, 
in  common  with  the  ministers  of  the  other 
Powers,  that  we  could  not,  without  intro- 
ducing weakness,  and  consequently  in- 
security, into  tbe  Italian  arrangement, 
meet  that  desire  to  preserve  a  separate 
existence  which  we  had  reason  to  suppose 
prevailed  among  the  people  of  Genoa  :  but 
we  persuade  ourselves  that  we  have  pro- 
vided more  effectually  for  their  future 
security,  and  not  the  less  liberally  for  their 
commertial  prosperity,  in  the  system 
adopted. 

In  the  liberality  of  the  King  of  Sardinia, 
^hose  desire  to  meet,  as  far  as  possible, 
tbe  wishes  of  the  Genoese  people,  has  in 
all  these  arrangements  gone  beibre  tbe 
desires  of  the  Powers,  the  state  of  Genoa 
has  the  surest  pledge,  that  they  are  abont 
to  be  placed  upon  fixed  and  liberal  prin- 
ciples under  the  protection  of  a  paternal 
Sovereign.  Under  these  circumstances  I 
trust  the  people  of  Genoa  of  all  classes 
will  receive  this  arrangement  as  benefi- 
cially intended  for  their  welfare,  and  thai 
fhey  will  conform  cheerfully  to  what  has 
pp|>eared  meal  coodncive  to  their  interests. 
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af  combined ,  with  those  of  the  rest  of 
Europe.    I  have,  &c. 

Castlerbagb.  . 
Lieut.-6en.  Sir  John  Dalrymple. 

(Second  Inelontre  in  No,  9 J — Tramlaiion^ 

Extract  of  the  Protocol  of  the  10th  of  De» 

cember,  1814. 

To  leave  no  doubt  on  tbe  order  of  sue* 
cession  to  be  established  for  the  States  of 
Genoa,  the  Powers  who  signed  the  Treaty 
of  Paris  have  agreed,  that  the  article  on 
this  subject  should  be  conceived  'in  the 
following  terms:  The  States  which  com* 
posed  the  former  Republic  of  Genoa  ana 
united  in  perpetuity  to  the  Sutesof  hia 
Sardinian  Majesty,  to  be  like  them  pos* 
sessed  in  perpetuity  by  him  and  bis  heirs 
male,  in  order  of  primojpaiture,  in  the 
two  branches  of  his  House,  namely,  the, 
branch  royal,  and  the  branch  of  Savoy 
Carignan. 

(Tkird  Incloiure  in  No.  9)^Trans!ation. 

Extract  of  the  Protocol  of  the  IQth  of 
December,  1S14. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  have  taken  into 
consideration  the  desire  of  the  Genoese, 
that  his  Sardinian  Majesty  should  uke  the 
title  of  King  of  Sardinia. 

The  Plenipotentiaries  observed,  that  the 
King  of  Sardinia  is  invested  with  the  title 
of  Duke,  as  sovereign  of  Savoy,  with  the ' 
title  of  Princci  as  sovereign  of  the  Statei 
of  Piedmont.  They  conceived  that  tbe 
consideration  due  to  the  above«roenti6ned 
countries  would  not  allow  the  erection  of 
the  State  of  Genoa  into  a  kingdom  ;  and 
they  propose  that  the  title  of  Duke  of 
Genoa,  which  was  in  fact  that  of  the  Doge 
of  the  ancient  Republic  of  Genoa,  shall 
be  conferred  on  his  Sardinian  Majesty,  to 
be  annexed  to  the  titles  commonly  used 
by  bis  Majesty. 

This  proposition  of  the  Plenipotentiaries 
was  approted  in  the  conference  of  the 
10th  instant. 

{Fourih  Incloturein  No»  90 — Trenslation* 

Extract  of  the  Protocol  of  the  Sitting  of 
the  12th  of  December,  1814. 

The  Powers  who  signed  the  Treaty  of 
Paris,  desiring  to  insure  the  tranquillity 
of  Italy  by  a  just  repartition  of  forces 
between  the  Powers  of  that  part  of  Eu- 
rope, had  agreed  to  give  to  the  posses* 
sions  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty  an  increase 
of  territory,  by  the  departments  forming 
the  ancient  republic  of  Genoa,  reserving 
to  themselves  to  stipulate  in  favour  of  th^ 
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inhabitants,  conditions  tending  to  ^ua^ 
rantee  their  future  prosperity.  .  The  Pie- 
nipotentiaries  of  the  said  Powers  occupied 
themselves  with  the  subject,  in  the  first 
instance,  upon  the  opening  of  the  Con- 
gress, by  establishing  a  Commission  for 
regulating  with  the  Plenipotentiaries  of 
his  Sardinian  Majesty,  and  the  deputies 
of  Genoa,  whatever  might  have  relation 
to  this  object.  The  labours  of  this  Com- 
mission have  received  their  approbation, 
and  they  have  found  that  the  conditions 
put  forward  by  the  said  Commission  were 
conformable  to  the  tenour  of  the  Treaty 
of  Paris,  and  were  founded  on  a  solid  and 
liberal  basis.  Desirous  now  to  accelerate 
as  much  as  possible  the  annexation  of  the 
states  of  Genoa  to  those  of  his  Sardinian 
Majesty^  and  wishing  at  the  same  time  to 
give,  this  Sovereign  an  unequivocal  proof 
of  their  confidence,  the  Powers  who 
signed  the  Treaty  of  Paris  have  resolved 
to  put  his  Majesty  in  possession  of  the 
said  states,  as  soon  as  he  shall  have  given 
his  formal  concurrence  to  the  above-men- 
tioned conditions,  as  stated  in  the  ac- 
companying enclosures,  reserving  to  them- 
selves the  disposal  of  the  Imperial  Fiefs, 
which  were  part  of  the  former  Ligurian 
Republic,  and  which  are  at  this  moment 
under  the  administration  of  the  Provi- 
sional Government  of  the  states  of  Genoa. 
To  pt«vent,«hoWever,  the  difficulties  which 
night  occur  from,  the  partial  administra- 
tion of  the  said  Fiefs,  as  placed  between 
the  states  of  Genoa  and  Piedmont,  it  has 
been  agreed,  that  they  shall  likewise  be 
provisionally  occupied,  until  the  defini- 
tive Treaty,  by  the  authorities  whom  his 
Sardinian  Majesty  shall  entrust  with  the 
administration  of  the  states  of  Genoa.  It 
has  been  fixed  upon,  that  the  Prince  de 
Metternich,  first  plenipotentiary  of  the 
Emperor  of  Austria,  should  be  authorized 
to  make  known  these  determinations  to 
the  plenipotentiaries  of  his  Sardinian  Ma« 
jesty,  and  to  invite  them  to  give  the  rer 
quired  concurrence,  in  case  they  are  fur- 
nished with  powers  to  that  effect, 

(Fifth  Inclasure,  No.  QO-^Tramlaiian. 

Extract  from  the   Protocol  of  the  Con- 
ference of  the  14th  December,  1814. 

The  sittings  opened  by  reading  the  mi- 
nutes of  that  of  the  10th  December,  which 
were  signed  and  approved.  It  >vas  re- 
solved (hat  in  order  to  bring  to  a  close 
the  question  of  the  reunion  of  Genoa  to 
Piedmont,  Prince  Metternich  should  be 
requested  to  apply  to  the  Marquis  de  St- 
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Marsan,  for  bis  full  powers,  and  for  the 
Act  of  Accession  of  his  Court  to  the  stipii-^ 
lations  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and  to  the 
different  arrangements  which  had  beea 
taken  to  realise  and  complete  these  stipu- 
lations: and  it  was  agreed,  that'  when 
Monsieur  de  St.  Marsan  sboulcU  deliver 
the  said  instrument,  it  should  be  comma*, 
nicated  to  all  themambers  of  this  meeting. 

(Sixth  Inclosure  in  No.  Q.) — Translation* 

VienAa,  1 5th  December,  IHU. 
Sir ; — ^Tbe  Plenipotentiaries  of  the 
Powers  who  signed  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
have  authbrized  me,  by*  a  resolution  de- 
clared at  their  sitting  of  the  lOth  of  this 
month,  to  communicate  to  you.  Sir,  the 
conditions  and  the  restrictions  which  are 
to  serve  as  bases  in  the  annexation  of 
those  departments  which  formed  the 
ancient  Republic  of  Genoa,  to  the  pos* 
sessions. of  his  majesty  the  King  of  6ar- 
darnia,  conformably  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  Treaty  of  Paris.  I  acquit  myself  of 
this  communication,*  by  transmitting  ta 
your  excellency,  the  extract  of  the  ac- 
companying Protocol,  to  which  are  an* 
nex^d  the  conditions  approved  of  by  the 
Powers  who  signed  the  Treaty  of  Paris. 
(Signed)  METTEaNiCB. 

The  Marquis  de  St.  Marsan. 

(Seventh  Inclosure  in  No,  9>J — Translation, 

Act  of  Accession  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty. 

Vienna,  December  17,  i8l4>« 
The  undersigned,  his  Sardiniac^  Ma- 
jesty's Plenipotentiaries  at  the  Congress 
of  Vienna,  in  virtue  of. the  full  powers  of 
their  Sovereign,  which  they  have  pre- 
sented upon  the  invitation  conveyed  in 
the  Declaration,  which  was  published  on 
the  1st  of  November  last  by  the  Powera 
who  signed  the  TreMy  of  Paris  of  the  30th 
of  May  of  the  present  year;  and  the 
Marquis  de  St.  Marsan  in  particular,  -  in 
virtue  of  special  and  most  ample  full 
powers  from  bis  said  Majesty  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  for  negociating,  agreeing  on| 
and  accepting  all  the  conditions  relative 
to  the  annexation  of  the  States  of  Genoa 
to  those  of  his  Majesty,  which  full  powers 
he  presents  in  original,  to  give,  by  the 
present  Act,  an  accession  formal,  entire, 
and  without  restriction,  to  the  conditions 
contained  in  the  three  papers  annexed 
hereto,  which  they  «have  signed  for  this 
purpose,  and  which  are  entirely  in  con- 
formity with  the  papers  annexed  to  the 
extract  of  the  Protocol, of  the. sitting  of 
the  12th  inst^nti  which  the  Prince  4^ 
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Metternich  has  traosmitted  to  the  under-  r 
signed. 

They  accede^  in  the  name  of  their  Sove- 
reign, to  these  conditions  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  the  departments  composing  the 
ancient  Republic  of  Genoa,  to  the  other 
possessions  of  his  Majesty — an  aggrandise- 
ment, the  object  of  which  is  to  establish 
a  just  repartition  of  forces  in  Italy,  which 
may  insure  its  tranquillity,  and  testify  to 
the  high  Powers  the  acknowledgment  of 
their  Sovereign,  both  for  the  above-men- 
tioned annexation,  and  for  the  marlr  of 
confidence  which  they  give  him,  by 
putting  him  in  immediate  possession  of 
bis  new  States, 

They  consent  to  the  reservation  made 
with  respect  to  the  Imperial  Fiefs  which 
formed  part  of  the  former  Ligurian  Re- 
public, and  which  are  now  under  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  Government  of  Genoa, 
the  disposal  of  which  the  Powers  have 
declared  their  wish  to  reserve  to  them- 
selves; and  that  they  shall  only  be  pro- 
visionally occupied  atid  governed  by  the 
administratioQ  of  the  King,  which  shall 
be  established  at  Genoa  uhtil  the  defini- 
tive treaty ;  declaring,  at  the  same  time, 
that  they  do  not  intend  thereby  to  pre- 
judge in  any  wise  the  claims  which  his 
majesty  the  King  of  Sardinia  may  have 
upon  these  Fiefs,  and  which  his  Majesty 
reserves  to  himself  the  right  to  make  good. 

In  testimony  whereof,  they.  Have  signed 
the  present  Act,  ariU  each  of  the  an- 
nexed Papers,  separately,  and  have  af- 
fixed thereto  the  impression  of  their  arms. 
Done  at  Vienna,  the  17th  December^  IS  14. 

A  true  copy. 

(Signed)    Le  Marquis  Db  St.  Mabsan^ 
Le  Comte  Rossi. 

(Eigkih  hcUmtre  in  No.  9.)^Tr€mUuion^ 

Vtetma^  December  10, 1814. 

My  lord  ;<— I  have  the  honour  to  trans- 
pit  herewith  to  yonr  excellency,  the 
copy  of  a  note  which  the  Government  of 
Genoa>  by  iu  dispatch,  dated  the  3$d  of 
November  last^  ordered  me  to  lay  before 
their  excellencies  the  mmbaisadors  and 
ministers  assembled  at  the  Congress.  I 
aeixe  with  avidity  this  opportunity  to 
offer  to  your  excellency  this  fresh  homage 
of  my  highest  consideration. 

The  minister  of  the  Government  of 
Genoa, 

(Signed)       Le  Marquis  Db  Bbicnolt. 
Lord  Castlereagh. 


(Ninth  Incloiure  iu  No.  0.)— Trans/aifon. 

Protest  of  the  Government  of  tienoa. 

Vienna,  December  1 0,  1 8 1 4.  * 
The  undersigned,  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  from  Genoa, 
has  the  honour  to  lay  before  their  excel* 
lenci^s  the  Ambassadors  and  Ministers 
assembled  at  the  Congress,  the  Declara- 
tion which  his  Government  transmitted  to 
him  for  the  eventual  case  which  has  onfor« 
tonately  occurred,  of  the  note  of  the  3rd 
of  October  having  produced  no  effect. 

Nothing  can  equal  the  respect  and  ve* 
neration  with  which  the  Genoese  Govern* 
men t  is  penetrated  for  this  illustrious  aS^ 
sembly  :  hot  nothing  at  the  same  time*  can 
prevent  his  acquitting  himself  of  what  he 
owes  to  his  conscience,  to  his  honeuri  and 
to  his  fellow-citizens,  to  protest  against 
all  resolutions  contrary  to  their  rights  and 
independence.     His  demands  are  founded 
on  the  most  respectable  titles ;  a  political 
existence  old  as  the  origin  of  many  mo- 
narchies ;  treaties  without  number  during 
a  long  succession  of- ages,  with  the 'prin- 
cipal courts  of  the  world  ;  the  treaty  of 
Aix-la-Chapelle,  (basis  of  that  of  Paris) 
wherein  the  Republic  of  Genoa  concurred 
formally  with   them    in    the    reciprocal 
guarantee  of  their  possessions :  the  evi- 
dent nullity  of  its  annexation  to  an  em- 
pire which  was  usurped  and  is  destroyed'; 
an  independent  administration  since  that 
period  with  all  the  marks  of  sovereignty, 
and  without  the  opposition  of  any  one 
thereto ;  and  what  is  much  more,  the  im« 
mortal  declarations  of  the  high  Allied 
Powers.    The  town  of  Chaumont  and  of 
Cbatillon-sur-Seine    are    yet   resounding 
with  the   noble  assurances,  that  nations 
should  henceforth  respect  their  reciprocal 
independence  ; .  that   no   more    political 
edifices  should  be  built  upon  the  ruins  of 
states  formerly  independent  and  happy ; 
that  the  alliance  of  the  most  powerful  mo- 
narchs  of  the  earth  had  for  its  object  to 
prevent*  those    invasions  which    for    so 
many  years  past  had  desolated  the  world ; 
and  that  at  length  a  general  peace^  the  due 
effect  of  their  alliances  and  their  victories, 
would  injure  the  rights,  the  independence, 
and  the  liberty  of  all  nations. 

The  justice  of  the  Governments  which 
have  guaranteed  these  tutelary  maxims, 
may  be  tardy,  but  the  result  will,  sooner 
or  later,  be  accomplished.  The  doty  of 
states  which  are  ill  known  and  feeble,  is 
to  invoke  it  inceuantly,  snd  to  wait  for  it 
with  confidence  and  courage. 


415]  N  HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

The  undersigned  most  respectfolly  de- 
mands, that  the  present  declaration  may 
be  inserted  in  the  Protocol  of  the  Congress, 
and  he  has  the  bonoar  to  .ofier  to  their 
excellencies  ihe  homage  of  his  highest 
consideration. 

(Signed)        The  Marquis  Bbionoli. 

No.  10.— Extract. 

T\ain,  January  24,  1815. 
Major  Andrews  reached  this  place  on 
the  I8tb,  and  cootioued  his  journey  on 
the  same-  day  to  Genoa  with  your  lord- 
ship's letter  to  sir  John  Dalrymple.   Count 
Revel  has  succeeded  admirably  since  he 
has  been  at  Genoa ;  and  the  Kiog  has  re- 
ceived deputations  from  all  classes  and  all- 
parts  of  the  Genoese  territory.    Yesterday 
be  gave  audience  to  a  deputation  of  the 
very  highest  rank,  and  was  addressed  in  a 
most  flattering  discourse,  of  which  I  ahall 
have  the  honour  of  enclosing  a  copy  If  I 
can  prociire  it  in  time.     I  have,  &c. 
.    Viscount  Castlereagh,  W.  Hilu 

'  &c.  &c.  &c. 

(Incloiure  in  No.  lOJ — IVantlaium. 

Address  of  the  Deputation  from  the  City 
of  Genoa,  to  the  King  of  Sardinia. 

Genoa,  Jan.  5, 18J5. 

Sire ;  The  iiity  of  Genoa,  renowned  in 
every  age,  and  constituting  no  small  part 
of  the  glory  of  Italy,  has  rejoiced  to  be* 
hold  the  destiny  of  the  Republic,  for  so 
many  years  fluctuating,  now  fixed  by  its 
annexation  to  the  ancient  dominions  of 
your  Majesty. 

Your  clemency  alone.  Sire,  and  our  ad<* 
miration  of  the  virtues  which  adorn  your 
paternal  and  beneficent  heart,  have  pro- 
duced this  unforeseen  change  in  the  anec- 
tions  of  the  Genoese,  and  have  weaned 
them  from  those  habits  of  independence 
which  formerly  constituted  their  greatest 
happiness. 

The  moment  we  were  permitted  to  ex- 
press our  sentiments  and  the  satisfaction 
of  our  fellow-citizens,  we  have  hastened 
to  the  foot  of  your  Majesty's  throne,  to 
offer  the  homage  of  their  loyalty  and  obe- 
dience, determined  to  rival  in  attachment 
the  ancient  subjects  of  your  Majesty. 

The  prosperity  of  Genoa,  Sire,  was,  for 
many  ages,  an  object  of  envy  to  the 
richest  States ;  but  the  vicissitudes  of  years 
which  have  passed,  have,  for  the  greatest 
part,  destroyed  and  annihilated  her  opo- 
iencp. 

It  was  reserved  to  your  Majesty  to  rein- 
state her  in  her  former  splendour.    The 
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royai  patents  of  the  30th  of  last  month, 
afford  us  already  a  pledge  of  your  paternal 
benevolence  in  favour  of  our  beloved 
country,  and  are  to  us  the  harbingers  of 
a  more  auspicious  futurity. 

Navigation  and  commerce  were  the 
principal  sources  of  Ligorian  power  and 
wealth.  May  we  pre^iume  to  implore 
your  exalted  protection  for  these  two 
branches  of  the  public  welfare  !  Let  the 
first  act  of  your  beneficence,  Sire,  be  to 
throw  down  the  barriers  which  separate 
two  nations,  become  brethren  under  a 
common  father  :  and  let  those  pirates^ 
who,  neglectinff  the  fertile  lands  of  Africa, 
infest  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  are  a 
discredit  to  our  times,  disappear  from  our 
seas,  if  they  refuse  submission  to  the 
sacred  law  of  nations.  The  arms  of  our. 
Liffurian  mariners  ahall  second  your 
orders. 

The  husbandman  of  the  mountainooa 
and  rocky  territory  of  Genoa,  is  subject  to 
expenses  little  known,  and  which  far  ex* 
ceed  those  of  champttign  countries :  we 
hope  that  your  Majesty  will  be  pleased  to 
take  this  important  subject  into  considera- 
tion when  the  amount  of  the  land-tax  shall 
be  discussed. 

Finally,  enconreged  by  your  sovereign 

goodness,  we  particularly  solicit  your 
lajesty,  that  our  municipal  Administration 
may,  together  with  its  other  functions,  be 
continued  in  discharge  of  its  important 
duties  for  the  maintenance  of  the  port, 
and  of  the  public  aqueduct,  with  both  of 
which  it  was  always  entrusted,  and  which 
require  a  local  and  practical  knowledge. 

We  recommend  to  your  Majesty's  re- 
gard for  religion,  the  hospitals  of  Genoa^ 
those  illustrious  monuments  of  the  piety  of 
our  ancestors,  from  which,  notwithstanding 
the  disorders  of  late  years,  their  descend- 
ants have  not  degenerated. 

The  city  has  at  all  times  maintained, 
as  Car  as  it  was  able,  these  valuable  esta*  . 
bliahments ;  bat  the  immense  iosses  whicU 
they  have  sustained,  urgently  demand^ 
that  the  State  should  take  upon  itself  to 
make  provision  for  their  funds,  in  like 
manner  as  the  royal  patents  have  already 
secured  to  the  other  creditors  the  pay* 
ment  of  their  interest,  or  require  that  Go* 
vernment  should  make  a  fresh  endowment 
in  their  favour. 

Vouchsafe,  Sire,  to  interest  yourself  in 
the  establishment  of  the  House  of  St. 
George,  the  model  of  all  other  banks  in 
Europe.  Deign  to  look  upon  Genoa  as 
your  second  cspital. 
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We  shall  esteem  enrselfes  heppjr,  if, 
%vhile  we  cotiTey  to  your  royal  throne, 
the  sincere  wishes  of  oar  fel)ow*citi8eni, 
we  thould  be  able  to  assifre  them  also  of 
your  gracious  compHance,  and  flatter 
them  with  the  hope  of  speedily  seeing 
within  our  walls,  our  august  Sorereign.*— 
Done  in  the  Municipal  Council,  the  Seiiior 
Magistrate,        (Signed)        Passaono. 

Addrbss   on   trb    Princb   Rbobnt's 

MbssAGB  BBIATINO  TO  EtBNTS  IN  FraNCB.] 

The  order  of  the  day  for  taking  into  con« 
tideration  the  Prince  Regent's  Message  of 
yesterday  being  read. 

Lord  CasiUroigk  rose  and  spoke  to  the 
following  effect: — In  rising  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  gracious 
Message  of  the  Prince  Rey^ent,  now  read 
from  the  Chair,  I  assure  the  House,  that, 
at  no  period  of  my  political  life,  and  under 
no  circamstances  which  I  can  recollect, 
lia?e  I  ever  fbit  morf  deeply  or  more  sin- 
cerely, the  importance  of  those  considera- 
tions which  arise  from  passing  events,  or 
which  may  be  produced  by  the  counsels 
growing  out  of  those  erents,  than  I  do  on 
the  present  occasion.  It  has  been  my  lot, 
during  almost  all  the  discussions  which 
hare  taken  place  in  this  House,  in  the  last 
and  present  session,  to  endeatour  to  direct 
the  attention  of  Parliament  to  those  events 
which  were  rspidly  taking  place,  and 
which  we  might  flatter  oorseires,  without 
appearing/too  sanguine,  were  likely,  not 
only  to  deliver  the  world  from  those 
dangers  which  it  bad  ultimately  passed 
through,  but  to  conduct  it  to  a  state  of 
permanent  pacification ;  and,  althoagh  so 
desirable  a  state  of  things  might  not  take 
place  with  all  the  precipitancy  which 
ardent  mmds  might  hope  fer«  yet  that  we 
should  finally  be  led  to  that  ancient  social 
system,  which  had  long  predominated  in 
Europe,  and  of  the  enjoyment  of  which 
we  had  been  too  long  deprived.  What- 
ever difierence  of  opinion  may  hare  pre- 
vailed, between  the  gentlemen  who  sit  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House,  and  those 
who  are  seated  on  this,  with  respect  to 
certain  details  connected  with  the  arrange- 
ments made  for  the  security  of  the  peace 
of  Burope«-»yet  this  I  may  say,  that  a 
complete  coincidence  of  opinion  has 
existed  as  to  the  principle  which  was 
acted  up|on.  The  details  might  have  been 
more  skilfully  managed;  but,  I  am  sure, 
every  individual,  however  he  might  dis- 
approve of  minor  parti  of  the  arrangement, 
must  have  been  gratified  at  aeeiDg  a  atate 

(V0L.XX2L) 


of  things  Khely  to  arise  iii  Eurape^  wlrich 
woold  again  present  to  the  world  such  m 
mass  of  independent  Powers,  endued  with 
all  the  c|ua1ities  oalculsited  to  render  them 
secure,  with  refereocv  to  ei^h  other,  andf 
at  the  aame  time,  possessing  that  deme 
of -control,  which  would  prMuce  an  enee- 
toal  resisunce  sgalnst  any  attempt  ma^ 
to  destroy  the  system,  aa  nmst  have  tended 
to  give  permanent  peace  totbelsarth.  I 
am  sore  every  reflecting  mind  must  have 
derived  pleasure  from  the  thoogbt,  that 
the  world  was  likely  again  to  be  governed 
by  a  well-balanced  system  of  political 
authority  t  tpstead  of  being,  as  was  unfor- 
tunately the  case  for  the  last  20  years, 
plundered,  and  persecuted,  and  oppressed 
by  one  overweening  Power,  which  endea- 
voured to  engulph  and  swallow  op  every 
ether  steta  in  Europe.  .  This  favoarable 
prospect  has  been  overshadowed  by  the 
events  that  have  recently  happened  in 
France — and  which,  if  they  do  not  menace 
wKk  destruction  Hie  result  of  the  effbria 
and  labours  of  the  last  twenty  years,-^ 
the  result  of  the  mighty  exertions  of  this 
nation— (an  epithet  which  I  may  well 
apply  to  them,  without  meaning  to  degradb 
or  disparage  the  exertions  of  other  coun* 
tries)<-««nited  wkh  the  labours  of  the  dif- 
ferent Slates,  which  assist^  in  restoring 
Europe  to  its  present  aitaation-^cetuinly 
cannot  be  contemplated  without  constdef- 
able  apprehension*  That  the  stability  of 
the  present  situation  of  Europe  is  endan« 
gered  by  the  late  events  in  France,  no 
person  who  seriously  reflects  on  them, 
can  enteruin  a  doubt.  It  b  impossibfe 
lor  any  hidividual  to  call  the  fact  in  qoet- 
tion.  For,  if  a  military  chief.  Whose  only 
pretensions  to  the  situatien  in  which  ho 
now  stands,  are  founded  on  the  attachment 
of  an  amy-^and  if  ^  miKtary  system  ia 
to  be  again  established  in  France->»H  ia 
not  difllcult  to  conceive  what  the  result 
will  be.  We  know  the  eflbct  which  the 
late  t^evolution  In  the  politics  of  Franoe 
has  ahready  had  on  the  other  Powers  of 
Europe,  if  that  military  chief,  and  the 
French  army,  find  the  peace  so  contrary 
to  their  favourite  views,  as  it  evidently 
appears  they  do,  can  any  doubt  bereason-* 
ably  entertained  as  to  the  course  thev  wHl 
adopt?  I  am  sure.  Sir,  the  House  will  fe#l 
with  me,  that  enough  was  done  to  akbi^, 
that  this  was  not  a  revolution  growing  tm 
of  the  sentiments  of  the  French  people. 
It  was  a  revolution  efiected  by  the  army 
!— eflected  by  artifice--and  by  that  sort  of 
overweening  influenct^  whick  a  peoaft 


** 


m9]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.      Addrea  m^  the  Prmec  n^mt's  Menage       [480 


'Jong  at  the  head  of  a  military  Bystenij  and 

addreuing  himself  to  great  military  bod4e3, 

.may  be  supposed  to  have  possessed  aod 

.exerted,     if  that  system  be  again  erected 

.ia  'France-^whether  at    this  immediate 

^omentf  or  at  a  period  more  remote— *it 

•siast,  both  politically  and  morally,  either 

infliction  Europe  ail  those  calamities  from 

'vh^ch  she  had  escaped,  by  exertions  the 

most  exlraordinary  that  were  to  be  found 

•in  the  history  of  the  world,  or  we  must  be 

compelled  to  depart  from,  and  turn  our 

.l^acks  on  that  ancient  social  system,  which 

1  we.  were  anxious  again  to  enjoy ;   when 

.the  military  character  would  not  be- pre- 

.dominant,  but  would  be  merged   in  the 

•  general  mass  of  the  community,  and  take 
.Its  place  and  order  among  the  other  ranks 
•of  society.    I  feel  the  great  considerations 

•  10  which  this  immimse  and  awful  subject 

'leads;*  for  we  must  all  feel,  after  the 

.arduous  struggle   this  country  hai.gone 

through— after  a  war  of  three  or  four-and- 

;twenty  years  continuancer-that  a  fresh 
.contest,  commenced  even  under  the  most 
ordinary  circumstances  that  could  present 
,themsel?es,  would  be  an  event  involving 
the  most  weighty  and  serious  points  of 
'  .reflection,  that  could  be  entertained  by 
.the  reflecting  mind  of  Parliament.    But, 
•when  we  look  to  a  question,  either  of  abso- 
lute .war*  or  of  a  peace  of  precaution, 
which  must  be  joined  with  the  consider- 
ation #f  those  social  relations  belonging 
.toa^tural  or  unnatural  constitution  of 
.the  world,  I  do  feel,  that  the  subject  is  the 
.most  serious,  the  most  awful,  that  ever 
..attracted  the  attention  of  Parliament — and 
^.  .that. an  imperative  duty  devolves  on  us  to 
examine  it  in  the  most  grave  and  deli- 
berate manner.     If  I  felt  that  I  was  calling 
,on  Parliament,  at  this  time,  or  that  I  was 
Jn  a  condition  to  call  on  Parliament,  to 
discuss  all  those  views  which  belong  to 
.    the  question — and  more  particularly  those 
which,  in  my  conscience,  I  believe,  ought 
.to  guide  their  decision  on  tl)is  subject— 
.1   should    certainly    proceed   at  greater 
•length.    But,  at  the  present '  moment,  I 
•should  be  to  blame,  if  I  precipitated  any 
xpansels  of  state,  respecting  this  question, 
.without,  at  the  same    time,  giving  full 
information  to  the  House.    As  the  question 
is  not,  however,  in  that  state,  in  which  I 
.can  lay  before  the  House  the  manner  in 
which  the  prerogative,   placed,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  in  the  hands  of  the 
Crown,  may  have  been  used,  I  shall  not 
advert  to  the  various  points  which  bear  on 
.   ^the  subject  and  which,  at  another  period. 


it  will  be  proper  ta  submit  to  Parliament. 
I  am  rather  disposed  to  follow  the  course 
pursued,  on  a  former  evening,  by  a  right 
hon.  gentlemaa.  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  and  to 
defer  much  that  might  be  ofifered  on  the 
question,  until  we  know  whether  the  state 
of  precaution  in  which  the  country  is  novr 
placed,  shall  ultimately  terminate  in  peace 
or  war.  With  4his  feeling,  I  wish  to 
narrow  the  question  to  those  points  on 
which  I  think  the  House,  in  its  present 
situation,  may  fairly  be  called  to  decide, 
rather  than,  by  anticipation,  to  enter  into 
those  views,  which,  though  they  bear 
strongly  on  the  subject,  are  more  proper 
for  future  consideration. 

The  Prince  Regent's  most  gracioui 
Message  states,  that  events  have  taken 
place  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  in  direct 
contravention  of  the  engagements  made 
in  the  treaty  of  Fontainbleau,  not  only 
with  reference  to  that  Treaty,  but  as  far 
as  it  formed  the  basis  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris ;  necessarily  and  naturally  implying^ 
as  the  contravention  of  all  treaties  must» 
a  justifiable  cause  of  war.  If  this  Govern- 
ment and  its  allies  think,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  that  such  a  state  of  things 
has  arisen,  as  calls  for  every  efibrt  pf  pre- 
caution, I  apprehend  there  are  few  persons 
in  this  House  disposed  to  doubt  the  pro- 
priety of  the  decision.'  Nor  do  I  believe 
that  any  person^  either  within  those  walls 
or  without  them,  can  doubt,  that  the  Exe- 
cutive is  equally  called  upon  to  complete 
those  measures,  in  conjunction  with  the 
allies  of  the  country  by  whose  exertions 
the  world  was  saved,  which  Parliament, 
being  impelled  by  ^  series  of  extraordi- 
nary circumstances,  demanding  vigorous 
efforts,  may  be  disposed  to  sanction.  The 
nature  of  those  measures,  and  the  object 
to  be  attained,  must  remain  subjects  of 
ulterior  consideration.  I  am  sure  the 
House  would  not  wish,  prematurely  lo 
draw  from  ministers,  the  nature  of  the 
event  contemplated — its  probable  opera- 
tion—or the  mode  in  which  Europe  is  to 
be  protected,  in  future,  against  the  dangers 
with  which  it  is  now  threatened.  In  the 
present  posture  of  public  affairs,  I  am  con- 
vinced no  gentleman  would  call  for  such 
a  disclosure.  In  order  to  preserve  entire 
the  control  of  Parliament  over  the  execu- 
tive servants  of  the  Crown,  who  know  that 
they  cannot  prosecute  any  design,  not  only 
without  the  sanction,  but  without  the 
assistance  of  the  strong  arm  of  the  Legia* 
lature,  I  conceive  that  a  certain  esient  of 
confidence  is  necessary.    It  is  not  more 
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contrary  to  the  prerogatire  of  the  Crowo« 
than  it  is  hostile  to*the  controlling  power 
of  Parliament,  for  gentlemen,  withoat  doe 
irfformation,  on  narrow,  abstract  views  of 
important  questions,  to,  assume  to  them- 
leWes  the  premature  exercise  of  ^at  power 
which  oltimately  belongs  to  them,  as  pos- 
sessing a  6nal  control  over  the  acts  or  the 
Crown.  It  is.  Sir,  manifestly  wrong  to 
give  a  hasty  and  improvident  opinion  on 
transactions  of  the  most  complicated  nature 
at  a  moment  when  the  House  is  necessarily 
Ignorant  of  the  details.  The  power  of 
censuring  or  of  approving,  can  only  be 
exercised  with  a  sound  discretion,  and 
honourably  to  the  character  of  Parliament, 
when  transactions  have  arrived  at  a  stage 
where  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
are  constitutionally  laid  before  them. 

Sir,  with  this  feeling  of  the  course  that 
ought  to  be  atfopted,  I  shall  narrow  my 
view  of  the  question  to  the  expression  of 
those  opinions,  which,  I  think,  the  Message 
of  the  Prince  Regent  demands ;  namely, 
that  the  events  which  have  taken  place  in 
France,  in  avowed  contravention  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  with  the  Allies, 
have  created  a  state  of  things  so  alarming, 
that  the  British  empire  cannot  remain  in 
any  other  than  an  armed  posture— that 
Parliamentcannot  but  express  their  gra- 
tification at  the  steps  which  have  been 
taken,  by  the  Government  of  this  country, 
to  form  a  union  *with  those  Powers  who 
have  been  fellow-labourers  with  us  in 
restoring  the  peace  of  Europe— -and,  that 
in  such  a  juncture  of  affairs,  the  House 
are  ready  to  give  the  Executive  Grovern- 
ment  every  assistance  towards  the  promo- 
tion of  this  important  object;  at  the  same 
time  reserving  their  opinion  on  ulterior 
measures,  until  they  are  in  possession  of 
the  necessary  information.  I  should  hope, 
Sir,  that  the  discussion,  on  the  present 
occasion,  would  not  be  carried  beyond 
these  limits;  but  I  certainly  feel  that  I 
should  not  discharge  what  I  owe  to  the 
subject  and  to  the  House^  if  I  did  not  take 
this  occasion  to  submit  to  it,  some  con- 
siderations which  must,  oUimateiy,  have 
great  weight  on  both  sides  of  this  arduous 
question  ^whether    the    final    result    be 

geace  or  war?  J  should  also  feel,  that  I 
ad  not  discharged  my  doty,  if  1  did  not 
endeavour  to  relieve  the  noose  and  the 
public  from  many  misrepresentations  and 
delusions  which  have  prevailed  with  re- 
spect to  the  conduct  of  the  British  Go- 
vernment and  oi;^  allies.  An  impression 
has  nndoobtedly  gono   abroad^^wbicfa. 


when  the  ftouse  examines  the  fact,  #f11 
be  foopd  exceedingly  erroneous— >thai  the 
arrangements  made,  prior  to  the  peace  of 
-Paris,  were  improvident  and  ill-advised— 
that  no  considerations  of  general  poli'cy 
could  justify  such  arrangements— and  that, 
if  the  result  had  been,  unfortunately  for 
the  worlds  again  to*  place  at  risk  and' 
hazard,  the  continuance  of  tranquilliey, 
the  blame  is  alone  imputable  to  the  Allies.' 
These  untoward  events,  it  is  said,  have' 
arisen  solely  from  their  counsels,  and 
cannot  be  attributed  to  any  other  cause. 
Almo«t  every  person  with  whom  I  havo* 
conversed,  has  indulged  in  this  feeling. 
It  is,  naturally  enough,  the  custom  of 
mankind,  and  I  mention  it  not  as  a  re* 
proach  to  the  general  wisdom  of  human 
nature,  where  serious  dangers  threaten^ 
on  political  occasions,  to  throw  the  blame 
on  those  who  were  furnished  with  respon- 
sible powers,  and  to  accuse  them  with 
having  acted  improvidently  and  unwisely. 
I  have  heard  it  said,  that  when  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  was  concluded,  the  Allies 
acted  with  a  foolish  generosity,  Without 
any  reference  to  true  policy— that  they^ 
had  granted  to  Buonaparte  an  asylum 
which  he  was  liable  to  abuse—- and  that 
his  power  had,  in  consequence,  been  re- 
established. But  Buonaparte  has  not 
made  use  of  any  of  the  apologies  which 
have  been  offered  for  his  conduct.  He 
has  unblushingly  avowed  the  principles 
which  have  guided  his  conduct.  Instead 
of  complaining  of  any  breach  of  the  en- 
gagements entered  into  with  him  (and,  if 
he  bad  made  such  a  charge,  I  could  shew 
the  House  that  he  had  imputed  io  the 
Allies  that  which  never  had  been  com- 
mitted,) he  has,  in  the'very  first  instilnce^ 
shown  a  complete  contempt  for  all  trea- 
ties and  arrangements  whatever.  He  has 
not  concealed  from  the  world,  that  no 
confrol  or  limit  shall  confine  his  power, 
except  what  the  failure  of  his  means 
might  impose;  He  has  shown  himself  no 
longer  to  be .  controlled  by  treaties.  He 
has  shown  himself,  .in  the  pursuit  of  his 
views,  to  be  bounded  only  by  his  inability 
to  proceed.  He  has  set  at  nought  every^ 
ordinary  tie — and  he  has,  if  I  may  osa 
the  word,  in  describing  a  series  of  con* 
duct,  which  does  not  present  one  part  Ida 
of  morality,  honestly  placed  himself  on 
the  pedestal  of  power,  and  boldly  avowed - 
his  acts.  He  calk  himself  Emperor  of 
France,  impiously,  ''Hiy  the  Grace  of 
Gpd  ;*'  and  he  is,  in  no  degree,  fettered 
in  the  azercisa  of  his  aotiioritj^  by  any  oi 
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those  acta^  which  he,  for  the  moment,,  and 
to  deceire  the  world,  agreed  to,  Sooaer 
than  shed  ooe  drop  of  French  blood,  he 
declared  that  he  woold  abandon  France 
and  hir  family — and,  in  violation  of  this 
statement,  he  now  returns  to  that  country 
•—not  in  consequence  of  any  new  request 
—not  in  consequence  of  a  defeasance  of 
any  engagement  that  had  been  entered 
into  with  him— but  in  absolute  defiance 
of  the  mpst  explicit  stipulations  that 
human  foresight  could  devise.  Such  is 
the  sitoaiioo  under  which  that  individual 
returned  to  power. 

Sir,  I  was  saying,  that  the  general  im* 
pression  which  prevailed  was,  that  the 
Allies,  in  concluding  the  Treaty  of  Fon- 
tainbleau^  had  done  a  gratuitous  act,  which 
they  might  have  avoided.  Generosity 
certainly  was  the  prevailing  feature  which 
marked  the  policy  of  the  AUiea  towards 
France^and  whatever  calamities  may  arise 
to  the  world  from  the  transaction  in  ques- 
tion, I,  £Mr  one»  shall  never  lament,  that 
the  Powers  who  marched  to  the  gates  of 
Paris,  did  act  on  that  generous  principle, 
and  thereby  showed  their  deference  to 
the  rights  and  feelingp  of  the  people. 
That  principle  is  one,  of  which,  I  am  con- 
vinced, a  British  Parliament  will  always 
axpress  its  approbation*  It  is  the  only 
great,  and  strong,  and  true  one ;  and  Par- 
Bament  has  never  omitted  any  occasion, 
whiere  it  could  be  recognised  and  support- 
ed, of  so  doing.  I  am  sure,  I  shall  not 
have  to  regret,  on  account  of  the  display 
of  any  contrary  feeling  in  this  House, 
that  if  there  was  an  error  in  the  conduct 
of  the  J^\\i€B  towards  France,  it  was  on 
the  side  of  generouty.  The  exercise  of 
that  principle  is  due  to  all  countries,  until 
they  do  something  which  forbids  it'— until 
they  prevent  their  opponents  from  being 
generous  to  thom»  without  risking  the  im- 

Sntation  of  being  unjust  and  ruinous  to 
lemselvea.  ]f,  therefore*  Sir,  any  blame 
be  imputable  in  this  transaction,  I  feel 
confident  that  it  is  to  be  found  on  the 
right  side;  lor  whatever  may  hereafter 
be  the  relative  situation  of  France  and  the 
vest  of  Europe*  the  former  can  never 
assert,  that  the  Allies  harboured  an  inten- 
tion of  acting  ungenerously  by  her,  A 
peace  was  concluded  with  France,  which 
.jiot  only  secured  her  former  extent  of 
territoty,  but  which  granted  an  increase  of 
it ;  nor  was  she  visited  with  any  of  those 
grievous  contributions  which  were  levied 
by  the  Freiuh  armies where?er they  went* 
iJl  the  repoaitorka  of  art  which  adorned 


^her  capital  were  left  nntooched  ;  and  the 
whole  of  that  brbearaoce  waa  exercised 
from  a  wish  to  conciliate  the  social  feeU 
inga  of  the  people,  by  leaving  no  badge 
of  their  humiliation,  no  mark  that  might 
recall  their  disasters  and  defeats. 

Now,  Sir,  the  (act  ii,  that  when  the 
treaty  of  Fontainbleau  was  signed,  Bobn»* 
parte  could  not  be  cpnsidered,  in  any  de^m 
gree,  practically  speaking,  within  the 
power  of  the  Allies.  I  do  not  mean  to 
say,,  that  a  protracted  war  might  not  have 
led  to  his  capture,  or  driven  him  from  the 
country.  But  when  that  treaty  was 
signed,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  papers  oo 
the  table—* and  here  I  can  speak  with  the 
more  confidence,  because  I  am  not  called 
on  to  say  any  thing  in  my  own  behalf^ 
because  it  waa  agreed  to  when  I  waa  not 
in  a  situation  to  alter  it— -it  was  senctioaed 
by  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  under  such  iow 
perious  circumstances  as  would  justify  the 
House  in  considering  it  not  merely  a 
treaty  of  generosity,  but  of  policy.  The 
fact  was,  that,  after  the  capital  waa  takea 
by  the  Allies,  and  Napoleon  had  pro- 
ceeded^ to  Fontainbleau,  he  was  at  the 
head  of  a  very  considerable  body  of  troope^ 
ready  to  act  in  his  support;  and  there 
was  no  reason  to  presume,  but  rather  the 
contrary,  that  the  corps  outstanding  in  the 
other  parts  of  France,  would  not  also,  aa 
they  had  previously  done,  continue  te 
espouse  bu  cause.  There  was  not  even  a 
certainty,  that  the  troops  whom  marshal 
Marmont  had  paralysed,  on  the  other  side« 
would  remain  faithful  to  the  Provisional 
Government.  In  short,  the  question  then 
was,  whether  the  treaty  of  Fontainbleaa 
should  be  agreed  to,- or  whether  the  war 
should  be  pushed  to  the  utmost  extremity  ? 
The  decision  which  took  place,  in  favour 
of  the  former  proceeding,  was  not  that  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  alone ;  it  was  alse 
supported  by  the  Provisional  Government 
of  France,  acting  for  the  interests  of  the 
Bourbon  family,  and  with  a  vietr  to  their 
restoration,  u  was,  therefore,  a  matter  of 
policy  and  not  of  generosity,  to  agree  to 
an  arrangement  which  brought  the  conr 
test  to  an  end,  instead  of  carrying  on  a 
protracted  war  in  the  heart  of  France. 

When  I  arrived  in  Paris,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  papers,  this  question  was,  in  fact, 
decided ;  an  assurance  having  been  given 
to  Buonaparti,  with  respect  to  the  general 
engagement,  and  also  with  reference  to 
the  specific  arrangements  made  at  Elba. 
Seeing  the  obvious  danger  of  placing  a 
peraoA  who  bad  ao  recently  wielded  tbf 
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power  of  France  lo  immedifttely  ia  ihe 
neighbourhood  of  hit  former  eaipire»  end 
elto  in  ihe  neighbourhood  of  another  part 
of  Earope,  which  might  be  infloenced  b^ 
ientimentf  favourable  to  him,  I  ihonght  it 
my  duty  to  make  every  oppotitton  in  my 
power  to  the  arrangement*  .  But,  on  a  fur- 
ther examination  of  the  tubject,  the  diffi- 
culty of  finding  a  situation,  at  once  fre^ 
from  the  dangers  I  apprehended,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  answering  the  character 
which  Buonaparti  stipulated  for  in  his 
negociationt  induced  me  to  withdraw  my 
opposition;  making,  however,  some  alter- 
ation in  the  details*  Leaking  to  the  policy 
of  settling  the  business  amicably,  instead 
of  proceeding  farther  with  the  war,  I 
ceased  to  oppose  the  place  of  retreat  which 
had  been  provided ;  and  I  think  the  House 
will  feel  with  me,  that  when  the  utmost 
resoit  which  could  have  been  anticipated 
from  a  prolongation  of  the  contest  would 
be  either  the  capture  or  the  escape  of 
Boonapart6,  it  would  have  been  impolitic 
lo  continue  that  contest  for  such  a  purpose, 
and  to  make  it  determinable  upon  such  an 
event.  It  was  qnite  impossible  for  the 
parties  to  Buonaparte's  abdication  to  have 
specnlated  on  the  recent  conduct  which  be 
adopted,  even  if  it  were  in  their  power 
effectually  to  have  guarded  against  it; 
besides,  the  Honse  most  see  that  it  was 
unlikely  the  contest  would  be  prosecuted 
with  the  same  spirit^  if  such  a  determine* 
tion  was  avowed.  The  plain  fact  was, 
that  the  question  among  the  Allied 
powers,  relative  to  this  point,  was  not  de- 
cided under  the  circumstance  of  Buona- 
parte being  within  their  grasp ;  for  such 
was  not  the  case ;  he  was  not  so  situated, 
but  was  placed  in  a  situation,  and  with  a 
force  immediately  about  his  person,  which 
was  entitled  to  aeriona  consideration ;  and 
when  combined  with  other  troops,  then 
scattered  abont  the  country,  and  his  op* 
portnnities  of  uniting  them  with  those  of 
marshal  Soolt,  and  other  generals  in  the 
aonth  of  France,  it  became  a  matter  of 
plain  expediency  to  calculate  his  means 
of  prolonging  the  warfare,  and  to  con- 
cider  the  alternative  which  might  prevent 
such  an  event*  Thitfwas  the  plain  (act 
which  led  to  his  term  of  security* 

With  respect  to  the  residence  and  situa- 
tion of  thia  personage  at  Elba,  whatever 
may  be  my  own  individual  opinion  upon 
the  aobjectof  the  arrangement  which  gave 
to  him  that  jurisdiction— whatever  o^ec- 
liooa  I  may  have  had  fron^  the  beginning 
lo  thia  mm^m$Bt,  and  the  opporinnitiea 


its  locality  afforded  for  the  realisation  of 
what  Jias  unhappily  since  occurred,  therp 
can,  I  trust,,  exist  but  one  feeling  among 
liberal  minds,  and  that  is,  that  when  this 
island  was  given  to  Buonapartfe  for  hie 
residence,  that  residence  should  compriso 
the  portion  of  fair  and  free  liberty,  whichi 
was  then  due  to  a  person  in  his  situation. 
When  the  island  was  secured  to  him  by 
treaty,  it  was  of  course  done  with  as  much 
exercise  of  personal  liberty  as  became  the 
compact :  it  was  never  in  .the  contempla* 
tion  of  the  parties  that  he  should  be  a  pri* 
sooer  within  that  settlement ;  that  he 
should  be  the  compulsory  inmate  of  any 
tower,  or  fortress,  or  citadel-*they  never 
meant  that  he  should  be  so  placed,  or  thai 
he  should  be  deprived  of  sea  excursions 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  island,  for  fair  pugm 
poses  of  recreation.  In  fact,  if  such  a 
jealous  stipulation  had  been  made,  it 
would  have  afforded  him  the  opportunity 
of  making  that  the  veil  of  his  own  sospi« 
cioos,  and  the  extenuation  of  his  own  in- 
fraction. Under  this  cloak  he  would  have 
souxht  the  justification  of  his  own  oon* 
fulfilment  of  the  treaty,  and  would  have 
charged  it  upon  the  menacing  treatment 
which  had  been  adopted  towards  him; 
he  would  have  then  stood  difit;rently  in 
the  eyeg  of  the  wor)d  from  hit  present 
position,  which  left  him  without  a  shadoif 
of  defence,  and  exposed  him  to  all  Europe, 
as  an  open  violator  of  his  faith.  A  report 
has  gone  abroad,  that  if  those  who  placed 
him  at  Elba,  had  omitted  any  precau« 
tionary  security,  which  rationally  sog« 
gested  itself,  to  protect  the  world  from 
U»e  calamities  consequent  upon  the  return 
of  this  man  to  his  former  station  in 
France,  that  in  such  a  case  they  incurred 
a  dreadful  responsibility.  Now,  Sir,  I 
have  no  hesitation  to  answer  this  argu* 
ment.  'The  Allied  Powers  who  concurred 
in  the  treaty  of  Fontainblean  never  in- 
tended to  exercise  a  police,  or  any  system 
of  apunwge  either  within  or  without  the 
residence  which  they  had  ceded  to  him  ; 
it  was  never  in  their  contemplation  to 
establish  a  naval  police  to  hem  him  in,  or 
prevent  this  man's  committing  himself,  as 
he  has  done^  to  his  fortunes ;  in  fact,  if 
they  were  so  inclined,  they  were  without 
the  meana  of  enforcing  such  a  system,  for 
the  best  authorities  were  of  opinion  that  it 
was  absolutely  and  physically  impouible 
to  draw  a  line  of  circumvolution  around 
Elba ;  and  for  this  very  conclusive  reasei^ 
that,  coneidering  the  variation  of  weather, 
and  n  eariety  of  other  circumitance^ 
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^hich  coolcl  not  be  controlled,  the  whole 
British  na?y  would  be  inadequate  for  such 
a  purpose.  If  this  force  bad  been  actually 
there,  they  could  not  have  circumscribed 
Buonaparte  in  the. manner  in  which  some 
persons  expected  he  should  ha?e'  been, 
without  a  violation  of  the  treaty  which 
had  been  granted  him>  It  was  open  to 
"argument  that  this  treaty  was  wrong,  that 
it  should  not  have  been  conceded.  Points 
of  this  description  were  certainly  fair  for 
discussion ;  but  having  once  been  made, 
it  was  clear  from  the  fiaice  of  the  docu* 
nent,  that  any  restrictions  could  notiiave 
been  imposed  without  a  breach  of  the 
treaty  itself;  by  this  he  was  invested  with 
the  entire  sovereignty  of  the  island  ;  he 
was  also  assigned  a  sort  of  naval  equip- 
ment,  certainly  upon  a  small  scale,  but 
one  which  allotted  him  a  flag,  and  which 
it  was  not  extraordinary  to  meet  on  the 
neighbouring  sea ;  one  of  his  vessels  was 
constantly  seen  for  ordinary  purposes  in 
several  of  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  British  officer  commanding  on  that 
station  had  not  the  power  of  visiting  these 
vessels  whenever  they  were  occasionally 
met.  Had  he  known  that  Buonapart6  was 
on  board  yr'iih  an  armed  equipment,  he 
would  have  exercised  that  right,  there  can 
be  no  doubt,  and  would  have  been  justified 
in  doing  so ;  but  he  was  not  authorized, 
nor  would  it  have  been  consistent  with 
the  treaty,  to  have  empowered  him  on  all 
occasions  to  use  a  right  of  visitation  with 
a  flag  of  thia  description.  Elba,  it  is  true, 
is  an  insulated'  position,  but  it  has  consi* 
derable  cominerdal  intercouse  among 
other  places  with  the  different  por|s  in 
the  Mediterranean  ;  and  unless  this  search 
and  examination  could  have  been  exer> 
cised  in  every  instance  throughout  the 
whole  range  of  the  £lbese  trade,  no  pro- 
tection would  have  been  ihsured  by  it ; 
he  would  therefore  have  had  means  and 
opportunities  enough  of  effecting  his  ob* 
ject :  for  it  cannot  be  disgoisfed,  that  the 
danger  did  not  arise  from  the  immediate 
force  of  bis  equipment;  this  was  in  itself 
quite  insignificant:  the  danger  would 
nave  been  precisely  the  same,  had  he 
proceeded  in  any  disguise  which  he  might 
have  aiiigmed,  and  personally  landed  in 
any  of  the  ports  of  the  Continent.  I  have 
not  the  least  doubt.  Sir,  the  effect  would 
have  been  exactly  similar.  But  I  repeat, 
that  our  Government  never  undertook  to 
establish  a  police  at  Elba.  Colonel 
Campbell  was  certainly  there  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  occasionally  comauiiiicftliog  with 


our  Government  upon  such.  Matters  as 
might  pass  under  his'  observation,  botli 
there  and  in  Italy,  where  at  that  time  we 
had  no  accredited  agent;  •^ he  was  there  at 
first  merely  as  one  of  the  conductors  ac« 
cording  to'  the  Treaty,  and  I  afterwards 
suffered  him  to  remain  between  that  island 
and  Leghorn,  for  the  purpose  I  have  men-* 
tioned ;  hot  nothing  more  was  ever  con- 
templated. It  would  have  been  out  of 
colonel  Campbell's  power  to  have  at- 
tempted any  thing  further :  he  could  not 
have  done  it ;  for  the  fact  was,  that 
although  at  first  treated  with  familiarity 
by  Buonapari€,  his  visits  were  subse- 
quently disapproved  of,  and  it  was  even 
hinted  that  if  they  were  repeated,  he 
6hou4d  withdraw  from  the  island  ;  latterly 
he  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  obtain- 
ing an  interview  with  Buonaparte,  so  com- 
pletely did  the  latter  surround  himself 
with  imperial  etiquette.  Of  the  inefficacy 
of  any  thing  which  colonel.  Campbell 
could  have  done,  were  he  on  the  spot  to 
have  attempted  the  exberiment,  I  need 
only  mention  the  following  fact:,  a  ni|ni« 
her  of  vessels  from,  all  nations  were  in  the 
habit  of  arriving-  for  trading  purposes  ia 
the  three  principal  ports  of  this  island  ; 
on  the  part  of  the  English  ships,  a  Mr. 
Ritchie  resided  there  as  a  sort  of  vice- 
consul,  to  see  that  our  ahtps  wanted  no- 
thing that  was  necessary  for  them  :  the 
moment  when  Buonaparte  prepared  to 
carry  his  plan  into  execution,  he  placed 
this  Mr.  Ritchie  under  the  wrveillance  of 
two  geru  d'armcs,  Mr.  Grattan,  jun.  who 
happened  to  be  on  the  island,  and  who 
conveyed  the  earliest  intelligence  of  tho 
event  to  the  nearest  public  agent  of  this 
country,  was  also  taken  into  custody,  and 
there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  colonel  Camp- 
bell would  have  encountered  a  similar 
restraint ;  his  presence,  therefore,  would^ 
have  had  no  effect  in  preventing  the 
escape  of  Buonaparte,  or  in  transmitting 
any  intelligence  of  that  event  sooner 
than  it  reached  us  in  the  ordinary  course. 
It  is  also  a  remarkable  and  almost  in- 
credible circumstance,  andi  one  of  the 
truth  of  which  I  have  every  reason  to  be 
saiisfied,  that  so  completely  within  his 
own. bosom  did  Buonapart^  carry  the  plan 
he  meditated,  that  his  confidential  compa- 
nion, Bei^trand,  was  wholly  unapprised  of 
bis  intentions,  until  the  very  hour  in  which 
he  received  the  order  for  his  embarkation: 
from  information  which  I  possess,  and  on 
which  I  rely,  Bertrand  was  ignorant  of  the 
plan  nDtiL  foor  o'clock  ia  the  «v«BinK» 
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iwhen  the  embarkation  toek  place,  and 
this  was  effected  in  the  course  of  three  or 
four  hours  after.  aodTihe  flotilla  was  clear 
at  sea  that*night.  It  is  also  a  fact,  that 
DO  previous  preparations  were  observable 
for  this  expedition,  except  the  ordinary 
repairs  of  his  principal  vessel,  which  was 
not  a  matter  of  any  particular  considera- 
tion, and  the  other  vessels  containing  the 
troops  were  in  the  harbour  for  private  com- 
mercial purposes,  and  bad  been  then  seized 
immediately  before  the  embarkation,  when 
the  gates  of  the  port  were  ordered  to  be 
suddenly  shut.  I  have  already  said.  Sir, 
that  the  troops  thus  conveyed  did  not  form 
any  essential  feature  io  the  success  of  this 
enterprise,  and  that  the  individual  escape 
of  this  person  would  have  been  attended 
with  the  same  result ;  and  this,  under  the 
terms  of  the  Treaty,  could  hardly  have 
been  prevented,  consistently  with  that 
personal  liberty  which  was  manifestly 
secured  to  him — to  have  attempted  it  by 
blockade,  would  have  been  morally  impos- 
sible. France  had  two  frigates  and  some 
smaller  vessels  cruising  in  the  vicinity  of 
£lba^  Corsica,  and  Leghorn,  for  the 
purpose  of  vigilantly  watching  his  ma- 
noewrea ;  our  naval  force  was  also  not 
inattentive  to  this  consideration,  for  lord^ 
Exmouth  and  admiral  Hallowell  had  had' 
an  understanding  with  the  Admiralty, 
that  if  they  suspected  Boonapart€  was 
contemplating  a  descent  uppn  the  oppo- 
site shores,  they  should  immediately  adopt 
such  measures  as  would  frustrate  the 
attempt,  and  secure  him  in  his  passage  to 
carry  it  into  execution.  Our  sloop,  the 
Partridge,  which  was  crossing  with  col, 
Campbell  at  the  time,  did,  in  point  of 
fact,  give  chase  to 4his  flotilla;  and  if  it 
had  reached  Buonaparte  would  have  seised 
him  as  a  prisoner,  for  what  they  would 
have  justly  termed  a  breach  of  the  Treaty, 
and  an  act  of  hostility  on  his  part>in  con* 
travention  of  his  express  stipulation. 

From  a  reference  to  the  true  atate  of 
the  case,  I  trust.  Sir,  that  the  supposition 
which  has  prevailed,  that  the  Allies  were 
too  generous,  in  the  first  iiutance,  or  too 
remise  in  the  second,  will,  in  no  degree  be 
admitted ;  it  is  entirely  wrong  to  harbour 
each  a  notion*  I  think  I  have  shown  that 
they  could  not  have  maintained  that 
species  of  police  which  would  have  been 
operative  upon  the  occasion ;  for  anleas 
this  man  wu  actually  destroyed  or  shut 
up,  it  was  impossible  by  a  maritime  or  in- 
ternal precaution  to  stop  his  purpose,  if  be 
4eterqiiaed  upon  *  iu  execotioo,     S? ery 


legitimate  means  of  examining  what  wai 
passing  at  Elba,  had  been  resorted  to ;  and 
among  the  variety  of  persons  from  diflferent 
nations  who  had  visited  that  island  and 
conversed  with  Boonapari^,  none  had  ever 
discovered  any  preparations  for  the  event 
which  has  caused  such  a  sensation  through* 
.  out  Europe.  If  any  measure  approaching 
to  persona]  restraint  was  resorted  to,  is  it  at 
all  probable  he  would  huTe  submitted  to 
such  an  ordeal,  against  the  provisions  of  « 
Treaty,  behind  which  he  would,  doubtless, 
have  fenced  himself.  From  these  state- 
ments it  i«  evident,  that  neither  our  Go- 
▼emmenf,  nor  that  of  our  Allies,  are  fairly 
responsible  for  any  mischief  that  may 
grow  out  of  the  fortuitous  event  which  has 
so  unfortunately  taken  place ;  it  is  essen- 
tial that  this  should  be  known  and  felt,  in 
order  to  prevent  those  imputations  and 
prejudices  which  a  contrary  feeling  js  cal- 
culated to  engender,  and  than  which  there 
can  be  nothing  more  injurious  and  un- 
founded« 

I  will  now.  Sir,  quit  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  and  call  upon  the  House  to  accede 
to  an  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  de- 
claratory of  their  determination  tor  enable 
his  Royal  Highness  to  adopt  such  mea« 
sures^  in  conjunction  with  his  Allies,  as 
the  present  crisis  msy  render  imperative 
for  the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe.  I 
will  not  detain  the  House  by  any  precise 
specification  of  measures  which  cannot  al 
once  be  developed,  or  of  plana  which  it 
may  not  be  necessary  hereafter  to  ma- 
ture :  the  House  must  be  aware,  that  sucb 
a  disclosure  would  at  present  be  highly 
premature.  There  is  one  point,  however, 
which  I  must  not  overlook— I  allude  to 
the  rumour  which  has  been  mentioned;  as, 
in  a  certain  degree,  extenuating  the  in- 
fraction^ of  the  treaty  by  Buonaparte, 
namely,  that  his  pension  had  not  been 
faithfully  remitted  to  him*  The  fact  was 
not  so^t  was  an  annual  stipend,  whleh« 
of  course,  did  not  become  due  until  the 
expiration  of  the  time  specified;  but 
•havinff  heard,  whilst  at  Vienna,  that  some 
complainta  upon  this  bead  bad  been  made, 
I  felt  it  my  doty  to  inquire  of  the  French 
minister  into  this  circumstance,  and  took 
that  occasion  to  observe  upon  the  utofa- 
Tourable  impression,  which,  if  true,  it  was 
calculated  to  excite.  In  this  opinion 
prince  Talleyrand  folly  concurred,  and 
immediately  addressed  bis  government  on 
the  subject.  They  were  of  opinion  that 
Buonaparte  had  manifested,  upon  several 
occuions,  a  spirit  of  infriogement 
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rmptct  to  the  Treaty ;  thtt  tliis  irss  ap« 
parent,  io  his  recniittng  for  hii  guardi  at 
GarsicB,  and  other  places ;  and  that  soom 
aaltsfactory  explanation  was  due  from  him 
ieiaii?e  to  those  points,  hefore  their  part 
of  the  Treaty  oagbt  to  be  fblfilled.  I 
aabsequently  heard,  that  he  was,  to  a  cer» 
taio  extent,  in  pecnniary  want  for  the 
necessary  exigencies  of  his  establishment, 
and  that  he  was  actually  selling  his  pro* 
visions,  and  some  of  his  cannon,  for  the 
ssaintenance  of  his  militarv  household. 
Not  approTing  of  this  state  of  things,  when 
laat  in  Paris  I  had  an  interview  with 
Iiouis  18,  and  held  a  conference  with  his 
majesty,  with  a  view  to  inquire  into  this 
pnatter.  The  French  Goremraent  perse*^ 
▼ered  in  the  opinion,  that  the  sospicions 
■atore  of  some  of  Buonaparte's  acts  at 
Elba,  disentitled  him  from  ^  conditional 
obligation,  unless  he  previously  tendered 
an  explanation  of  certain  acts  which  bore 
a  dabious  interpretation ;  but  at  my  sug- 
gestion of  the  impolicy  arising  out  of  any 
complaint  which  personal  want  might 
create  on  his  part,  a  person  was  dispatched 
hy  the  French  Government  to  Elba,  to 
give  him  that  quantum  of  aid  Which  woukl 
prevent  the  possibility  of  bis  incurring 
that  species  of  privation,  but  not  to  give 
the  eotire  stipend  until  a  satisfactory  ex*» 
planation  was  given  relative  to  certaiti 
points  of  his.  conduct,  which  lay  open  to 
suspicion.  So  that  it  is  evident  there  can 
be  no  ground  for  any  argument  in  defence 
of  his  Conduct,  from  the  non-payment  of 
a  stipend  which,  as  yet,  has  not  becodke 
doe :-  besides,  he  has  never  alleged  any 
such  complaint,  nor  was  France  respon- 
sible for  that  Treaty,  at  least  in  a  personal 
aetue  with  him.  If  a  complaint  of  infra^ 
tion  was  to  be  alleged  by  Buonaparte,  it 
should  not  have  been  made  in  the  first 
instance  to  France;  the  AUiet  were  the 
parties  to  the  Treaty,  and  to  them  aionoi 
if  it  was  violated,  the  complaint  should 
have  been  carried :  he  never  rcmonatrated 
with  those  with  whom  the  compact  had 
been  formed;  and  it  is  therefore  evident 
that  be  never  had  any  notion  of  standing 
•n  that  ground,  that  he  never  meant  to 
lirge  any  such  plea ;  in  grasping  at  all, 
he  did  not  stop  to  arraign  or  discnss  any 
particular  allegation,  but  absorbed  the 
whole  in  his  arrogant  and  unprincipled 
declaration,  that  he  was  '*the  sole  and  le- 
gitimate monarch  of  France.'* 

The  noble  lord  said,  that  the  qnes« 
tion  now  before  the  House  vras  not  as 
10  peace  or  war,  bnt  naraly  aa  to  the 
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necessTty  of  precaoiioiiary  measures  at 
the  present  crisis.  He  believed  that  thn 
House  would  see,  that  the  line  of  conduct 
which  this  country  had  to  porlue.  lay  be* 
tween  two  alternatives.  It  must  either 
embark  in  a  war,  in  conjunction  with  thn 
other  continental  Powers,  or  it  must,  in 
conjunction  with  them,  adopt  measures  of 
military  precaution,  sufficient  for  its  pro* 
tectton  under  the  present  circumstances. 
He  was  sure  that  it  would  not  be  con* 
tended  in  that  House,  that  while  tho 
powers  of  government  in  France  were 
exercised  by  such  a  roan,  it  would  be 
possible,  consistent  with  our  safety,  to 
reduce  the  establishments  of  the  countrjr 
to  Chat  scale  which  might  be  considered 
sufficient  nnder  other  circumstances* 
However  sanguine  he  might  hare  been  in 
the  hope  of  brnsging  the  nation  back  to 
its  ancient  principles  and  policy,  yet  he 
never  did  or  coold  have  supposed,  like  the 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
that  there  was  to  be  no  intermediate  stato^ 
between  such  a  war  as  we  had  for  so  many 
years  waged  with  Franee,  and  that  peace 
establishment  vrhich  would  be  sufllicient 
for  the  sonnd  health  of  the  country,  in 
settled  times,  and  when  the  former  social 
relations  of  Europe  were  completely  re* 
established.  The  danger  was  now  more 
deeply  rooted,  which  had  arisen  from  a 
state  of  things  that  had  unlbrtnnateiy  had 
too  long  a  continuance.  From  this  state  of 
things,  France  had  now  become  a  military 
nation,  and  all  other  clashes  of  the  com* 
munity  had  become,  in  that  country,  sub- 
ordinate to  the  military  class.  It  was 
then  easy  to  see  that  France  could  not 
break  loose  from  that  onnatural  state  to 
which  it  bad  been  reduced,  without  a 
great  danger  of  what  bad .  now  actually 
taken  place,  from  a  redaction  of  the  army. 
Although,  in  her  political  situation,  France 
might  now  be  prostrate  at  the  foot  of  her 
armies,  yet,  who '  would  venture  to  say» 
that  the  return  of  Buonaparte  was  the  act 
of  the  French  nation  ?  Who  could  hesitate 
to  altow,  that  the  late  revolution  waa 
purely  the  aet  of  the  military  ?  If  thn 
authority  of  their  own  paternal  monarch* 
to  which  the  military,  as  well  as  the  na* 
tion,  had  not  only  submitted,  but  bad 
sworn  to  support,  was  now  of  no  validity 
—if  they  bad  now  broke  looae  from  tiea 
io  binding  in  doty  and  in  honour,  to  what 
obold  it  be  attribiilcd,  bet  to  that  over* 
weening  principle,  that  tbeir  interests,  aa 
military  men,  •ufibrud  from  a  itoto  of 
peaoa?  The  military  dais,. that  haA  beea 
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iccostomed  to  seek  their  fortunes  by 
rapine  and  plunder,  and  who  looked  to 
proniotion,\  adranceaient,  and  rewards 
from  the  blood  and  plunder  of  other  na- 
tioR%  natural tv  opposed  an  order  of  things 
that  promised  peace.  But  after  having 
betrayed  their  king,  nhd  violated  their 
oath,  he  belioTed,  if  they  had  any  of  the 
honourable  feelings  of  military  men  re- 
gaining, they  most  feel  themselves  ill  at 
ease,  and  degraded  in  their  own  estima- 
tion. He  did  not  believe  that  an  army  so 
degraded  in  their  own  estimation  could 
perform  those  services  to  their  new  master 
that,  ander  other  circumstances,  they 
might  have  done.  He  conceived  that  it 
bad  been  proved  most  unequivocally,  that 
although  France  might  now,  as  a  nation, 
be  prostrate  before  her  own  army,  yet 
that  the  public  feeling  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  that  country  was  in  favour 
of  their  amiable  King,  whose  conduct  had 
been  as  unimpeachable  as  his  character. 
'Whatever  difference  of  opinion  there 
night  be  upon  that  most  grave  and  im- 
portant question— whether,  in  point  of 
prudence  and  calculation,  it  was  better  to 
fallow  the  power  now  in  France  to  exist ; 
or  whether  it  was  better  to  deal  with  that 
power  in  the  very  outset,  and  before  its 
euthority  was  established  in  full  vigour, 
by  the  resources  of  all  France,»-still,  in 
either  case  it  would  be  allowed  that  some 
measures  of  precaution  would  be  absolutely 
necessary.  If  Europe  should  not  deter- 
mine upon  active  war,  still  there  was  no 
alternative  left,  but  to  remain  in  a  state  of 
military  organization,  sufficient  to  protect 
them  from  future  dangers.  If  he  could 
not  now  bring  the  whole  case  before  tbe 
judgment  of  the  House,  he  should,  on  a 
future  occasion,  if  it  should  be  necessary, 
leave  the  whole  question  fo  be  decided 
on  its  own  merits.  It  was  the  business  of 
this  country  now,  to  watch  the  temper 
and  spirit  of  the  continental  nations.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say,  that  any  ardour  of 
the  continental  nations  should  precipitate 
this  country  into  any  war  that  was  not 
jost  and  necessary.  As  we  had,  however, 
already  saved  the  world,  in  concurrence 
with  the  Allied  Powers,  it  was  in  concur- 
rence with  them  that  we  must  preserve  it 
from  future  dangers.  Notwithstanding 
our  feelings  of  security  from  our  local  and 
insular  situation,  yet  we  should  not,  on 
that  account,  be  forward  to  goad  the 
Powers  of  the  Continent  into  a  war  that 
t(iey  were  not  convinced  was  necessary 
for  their  interests.  He  considered  that 
(VOL.  XXX.) 
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the  proper  source  of  our  political  influence 
on  the  Continent  was  from  the  full  con- 
viction that  our  influence  was  exerted  for 
the  preservation  of  the  interests  of  the  Con- 
tinental Powers,  and  for  the  general  good 
of  Europe,  and  not  for  any  prifate  or 
separate  interest  of  this  country.  If  this 
was  admitted  to  be  the  case,  he  hoped 
the  converse  of  the  proposition  would  be 
allowed,  that  there  was  no  rational  secu- 
rity either  for  this  country  or  for  Europe, 
but  in  keeping  together  that  mass  of  con- 
tinental force  to  which  Europe  had  already 
owed  her  deliverance.  He  looked  at  the 
present  circumstances,  not  as  destructive 
of  all  that  had  been  hitherto  done  for  tbe 
peace  of  Europe,  but  as  containing  the 
seeds  of  future  danger.  He  thought  that 
the  line  of  conduct  which  tbi^  country 
had  to  pursue  was  to  find  out  what  waa 
the  true  spirit  of  the  Continent  upon  the 
present  occasion.  We  should  see  whether 
the  continental  nations  thought  their  se- 
curity would  be  better  provided-  for  by 
war,  or  by  precautionary  preparations. 
We  should  not  git e  them  a  fictitious  wish 
for  war,  nor  overstrain  the  arguments  in 
favour  of  it:  but  if,  in  their  deliberate 
consideration  and  conscientious  judgment* 
they  should  conceive  war  to  be  tbe  only 
means  of  permanent  security  to  Europe, 
it  could  not  be  expected  that  this  country 
should  separate  itself  from  the  interests  of 
the  rest  of  Europe.  It  was  a  gratifying 
and  proud  consideration  for  this  country, 
that  we  had  already  accomplished  every 
thing  of  territorial  arrangement  that  ap« 
peared  to  be  necessary  to  secure  the  ba- 
lance of  Europe.  Those  arrangements 
had  been  so  fully  assented  to  by  all  the 
great  Powers  of  Europe,  that  they  might 
now  be  considered  as  secure.  The  rela- 
tion in  which  we  now  stood  to  tbe  Conti- 
nent, was  not  that  of  desiring  any  private 
objects  of  our  own,  but  as  ready  to  give 
what  anistance  we  could  to  support  tbe 
general  interests.  The  noble  lord  con- 
cluded by  moving, 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
to  return  to  hb  Royal  Highness  the  tbanka 
of  this  House  for  his  most  gracious  Mes- 
sage: 

'*  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness,  that  it 
is  impossible  for  his  Majesty's  faitbfol 
Commons  not  to  be  fully  sensible  of  the 
dangers  to  which  tbe  tranquillity  and  in- 
dependence of  Europe  are  exposed  in  con- 
sequence of  tbe  events  which  have  re- 
cently occurred  in  France,  in  direct  con- 
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travention  of  the  engagements  concluded 
with  the  Allied  Powen  at  Paris  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year : 

"  That,  in  a  cause  of  such  general  con- 
cern, it  must  afford  us  the  greatest  satis- 
faction to  learn  that  his  Royal  Highness 
has  lost  no  time  in  entering  into  commu- 
nications with  his  Majesty's  Allies,  for 
the  purpose  of  forming  such  a  concert  as 
may  most  effectually  provide  for  the  ge- 
neral and  permanent  security  of  Europe. 

"  That,  with  a  view  to  this  important 
object,  we  shall,  with  the  uto^ost  zeal  and 
alacrity,  ajBTord  the  requisite  assistance  to 
enable  his  Royal  Highness  to  make  an 
augmentation  of  his  Majesty's  forces  by 
.tea  and  land,  and  to  adopt  all  such  mea- 
sures as  may  be  necessary  for  its  accom- 
plishment." 

Sir  Francis  Burdeit  felt  it  his  duty  to 
state  to  the  House  and  to  the  country  the 
reasons  which  rendered  it  impossible  for 
faim  to  concur  in  the  Address  just  proposed 
by  the.  noble  lord.  If  he  could  under- 
stand that  it  went  merely  to  assert  the  ex- 
pediency of  a  preparation  on  the  part  of 
this  country,  in  order  that  it  might  not  be 
taken  unawares— a  preparation  called  for 
alone  by  the  apprehensions  which  arose 
out  of  the  supposed  character,  true  or  false, 
of  the  present  emperor  of  France,  he  would 
not  dissent  from  it.  But  if  it  was  intended 
to  plunge  the  country  again  into  a  war, 
for  the  purpose  of  replacing  the  Bourbons 
dn  the  throne  of  France,  he  should  not 
discharge  his  duty  if  he  did  not  raise  up 
.his  voice  against  our  entering  upon  such 
nn  unjustifiable  and  ruinous  enterprise. 
It  was  said  that  Buonaparte  had  entered 
.France  in  contravention  of  the  treaty  con- 
cluded with  him ;  but  if  in  that  treaty 
there  was  no  mention  of  his  not  entering 
France,  he  could  not  see^  the  contraven- 
tion. He -was  old  enough  to  remember 
when  the  former  war  for  pUcing  the  Bour- 
bons on  the  throne  of  France  was  under- 
taken>  and  the  e^ect  of  that  war  was  to 
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but  he  could  not  help  saying,  that  the 
conduct  of  the  Bourbons  had  not  been 
such  as  to  please  the  French.  The  noble 
lord  had  said,  thai  this  Government  vras 
not  blameable  for  not  keeping  Buonapart4 
under  greater  restraint.  He  agreed  with 
the  noble  lord,  that  this  Government  wat 
not  blameable  on  this  point ;  but  hethougbt 
this  Government  would  be  blameable, -if 
they  attempted  to  impose  a  governor  on 
an  independent  nation  against  its  wiJK 
Was  it  not  plain  that  Buonaparte  was  tb« 
Ruler  of  the  French  people's  choice  ?  The 
step  he  had  taken  had  very  absurdlyibeen 
called  the  invasion  of  France.  But  who 
ever  heard  of  a  single  man  invading  a 
nation  of  thirty  millions  of  inhabitants,  and 
gaining  the  sovereignty  of  that  nation 
against  its  will  ?  The  fact  was,  that  the 
nation  wished  for  him»  and  had  in  a  great 
degree  wished  for  him  from  their  dislike 
of  the  government  which  he  superseded. 
There  was  not  a  man  in  France  who  did 
not  see  a  new  order  of  things  rising  up 
under  the  Bourbons,  and  who  did  not  fear 
that  property  was  insecure.  The  govern^ 
ment  of  Louis  did  not  act  up  to  the  princU 
pies  of  that  constitution  which  his  brother 
had  accepted  for  him  before  his  relttrn« 
He  repeated,  that  he  was  desirous  not  te 
speak  harshly  of  the  Bourbons ;  but  it 
was  their  own  conduct  alone  which  had 
deprived  them  of  the  throne.  That'  con» 
duct  had  been  most  hostile  to  liberty,  ae 
indeed  had  also  been  the  conduct  of  the 
assembled  Sovereigns  at  Vienna,  who  had 
themselves  subverted  the  principles  on 
which  they  originally  took  their  stand; 
and  who  on  that  account  did  not  possesa 
the  same  power  which  they  had  formerly 
wielded  against  the  emperor  of  Franca 
with  so  much  success.  With  respect  te 
the  ^  dreadful  note  of  preparation"  now 
sounded,  he 'repeated,  that  if  he  could 
consider  it  as  only  for  defence— for  resist- 
ance against  aggression — he  w^uld  concur 
in  the  Address- before  the  House.    But  by 
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of  theij  apprehension^  such  power,  as 
made  him  too  strong  for  all  Europe,  till 
he  dissipated  and  lost  it  in  the  plains  of 
Russia*  But  there  was  no  ground  for  anv 
hope  that  he  would  lose  his  power  by  such 
means  again.  The  consideration  now  was, 
as  Buonaparte  was  on  t^e  throne  again, 
whether  it  was  for  this  nation  to  wage  an- 
other twenty  years  war  to  reinstate  the 
Boucbons.  He  was  far  from  wishing  to 
.criticise  the  conduct  of  the  Bourbons,  or 
to  be  too  severe  on  any  one,  in  misfortune : 


expressions  of  the  noble  lor^,  there  existed 
a  strong  desire  in  the  British  Government, 
if  the  elements  of  war  could  be  found  in 
Europe,  to  recur  to  that  detestable  prio* 
ciple— -the  re*establishment  of  what  were 
called  Legitimate  Sovereigns ;  as  if  nations 
belonged  irrevocably  to  certain  families--* 
a  principle  which  it  was  still  more  repre- 
hensible to  maintain  in  a  country,  the 
sovereign  of  which  held  his  throne  alone 
by  the  will  of  the  people ;  and  who,  if  the 
principle  thus  asserted  vvere  correct,  waa 
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a:  grf  aler  lunrper  than  Buonapari6.  Tbii 
country  had  done  enough  for  the  Boor- 
bont ;  they  had  cost  this  country  800  miU 
lione  of  money,  and  oceans  of  blood.  Even 
in  n03|  the  purpose  of  re-establishing  the 
Bourbons  on  the  throne  of  France-was  dis- 
UTOwed  by  the  minister  of  tbaiday;>potent 
ua.be  was.  The  war,  at  that  period,  was 
asserted  to  be  for  (he  opening  of  the 
Scheldt,  for  the  defence  of  our  allies  the 
Dutch— for  any  thing,  in  short,  but  for  the 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons.  It  was  against 
ibai  object  that  he  now  protested.  The 
noble  lord  bad  chosen  to  keep  a  great 
many  ihinffs  out  of  sight.  While  the  noble 
lord  was  talking  of  the  little  faith  and  re* 
liance  that  could  be  placed  in  the  present 
Ruler  of  France,  he  (sir  F.  Bordeti)  could 
BOt  divest  his- mind  of  the  recollection  of 
the  longnesociation  of  the  noble  lord  with 
Ibe  late  Koler  of  France  on  a  subject  so 
,  deeply  important,  and  so  much  felt  in  this 
country  ;  he  meant,  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade.  The<voble  lord,  even  with 
ail  his  sacriBces,  had  not  been  able  to  per* 
suade  the  Bourbons  to  comply  with  his 
wishes  on  that  point.  And  why  ?  Be- 
eause  while  they  declared  their  anxiety  to* 
flidofil  bis  proposition,  they  expressed  the 
impossibility  of  their  doing  so  from  their 
lear  of  the  French  nation.  Buonapart6, 
whether  from  motives  of  virtue  or  of  po- 
licy, had  done  -  it  at  once.  The  one 
talked— the  other  acted.  It  had  been  said 
by  Ferdinand  of  Arragon,  that  "  words 
were  the  counters  of  wise  men,  and  the 
money  of  fools.' ^  This  step  on  the  part  of 
Buonaparte  spoke  plainly.  There  was  no 
hypocrisy  in  it ;  at  least  if  it  was  an  act 
of  hypocrisy,  he  wished  with  all  bis  heart 
that  this  and  all  the  other  governments  of 
Europe  would  show  themselves  equally 
hypocritical.  He  had  seen  enough  of  the 
aaftrings  of  war,  to  make  him  wish  that  it 
should  be  avoided  in  almost  every  possible 
case*  At  this  period  particularly,  and  on 
Ibis  occasion,  it  appeared  to  him.  most 
desirable  that  the  country  should  not  be 
plunged  into  it.  It  had  been  said  by  a 
wise  man  of  antiquity,  *'  Iniquissimam 
pacem  justissimo  hello  antefero  ;"  be  had 
BO  hesitation  in  declaring^  that  he  should 
not  say  ^'  antefero  inquissimum  bellum 
justissimsB  paci.^'  It  was  impossible  to 
doubt  that  Napoleon  Buonaparte  was  em- 
peror of  France  by  the  wish  of  the  French 
people.  It  was  said  that  Buonaparte  was 
aupported  only  by  the  military ;  but  what 
was  the  groupd  of  thinking  so?  Could  it 
Jhe  believed,  thai  a. single  manJanding.in 


a  nation  containing  thirty  millions  of  in- 
habitants,  with  a  government  in  active 
organization,  and  armed  with  a  great  civil 
and  miHiary  power  against  him,  could 
proceed  for  500  miles  to  the  capital  of 
the  country,  and  assume  the  government, 
against  the  consent  of  the  people  ?  In  all 
that  length  of  way  there  was  not  a  single 
individqal  to  lift  his  hand  against  him. 
How  could  the  approbation  of  the  people 
be  more  unequivocally  shown  ?  Fut  how« 
ever  it  was  with  him  and  that  people,  this* 
country  had  nothing  to  apprehend  from 
them,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  interfere 
with  them.  Feeling  this  to  be  the  fact, 
he  contended,  that  it  was  a  most  abhorred 
and  detestable  principle  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  concerns  of  another  country. 
Let  the  French  settle  their  own  afiairs.* 
We  had  nothing,  he  repeated,  to  appre- 
hend from  them.  But  he  would  abstain 
from  entering  prematurely  into  the  great 
question  of  peace  or  war,  satisfied  with 
having  communicated  the  reasons  which 
compelled  him  to  vote  against  an  Ad- 
dress, which  seemed  to  him  to  be  the  first 
step  towards  involving  us  in  a  contest, 
of  which  no  man  could  anticipate  the 
termination,  and  which,  he  was  persuaded, 
would-  be  as  unsuccessful  in  its  event  as  it 
was  unjust  in  its  principle. 

Mr.  Pansonby  declared  that  he  should 
support  the  Address.  If  he  viewed  it  in 
the  same  light  as  the  hon.  baronet,  ho 
could  by  no  means  concur  in  it ;  '  but  so 
far  did  it  seem  to  him  from  being  the  first 
step  to  involve  the  country  in  the  war, 
that  it  did  not  bind  the  House  down  by  a 
single  expression  on  the  question  of  peace 
or  war,at  all.  Those  Words  which  spoke 
of  the  contravention  of  the  Treaty  of  Paria 
were  founded,  not  on  the  circumstance  of 
Buonaparte  having  quitted  Elba  to  go  to 
France,  but  on  the  consideration  that  by 
the  Treaty  of  Paris,  terms  more  favourable 
were  granted  to  France  than  had  been 
ofTered  to  her  when  she  was  under  the 
government  of  Buonaparte,  on  the  specific 
ground  that  she  was  to  return  to  what  was 
calkd  her  legitimate  monarchy.  When, 
therefore,  Louis  the  1 8th  withdrew  from 
Paris,  and  was  no  longer  governor  of 
France,  and  when  Buonaparte  returned  to 
Paris,  and  again  became  governor  of 
France;  then  France,  was  no  longer  in 
the  state  in  which  she  was  when  the 
Treaty  of  Paris  was  concluded.  It  was  in 
that  sense;  and  in  no  other,  that  he  under* 
stood  the  Treaty  to  have  been  contravened. 
A  condition  of  the  Treaty  was,  thaitba 
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gOTernmenl  of  FraDce  should  not  revert  to 
Buonapali-— having,  however,  00  reverted^ 
France  and  the  Allied  Powera stood  in  the 
same  relative  situation  as  that  in  which 
they  were  before  the  conclusion  of  the 
Treaty.  He  did  not  think  that  the  hon. 
baronet  had  fairly  and  candidly  interpreted 
the  words  of  the  noble  lord,  in  imputing 
to  them  that  they  evinced  a  determination 
to  deprive  France  of  the  government  of 
•Boonapart^i  and  impose  on  her  the  govern- 
ment  of  the  Bourbons.  For  his  own  part, 
he  positively  and  peremptorily  denied  that 
any  such  consideration  weighed  with  him 
in  support  of  the  proposed  Address.  He 
had  no  right  to  consider,  whether  it  was 
wise  or  unwise  in  France  to  prefer  her 
present  to  her  late  Sovereign.  It  was  for 
France  herself  to  determine  that  point; 
and  he  would  never  vote  in  that  House  on 
the  principle  of  imposing  a  specific  govern- 
ment on  any  nation.  It  was  true  that  this 
consideration  was  connected  with  that 
most  material  question^^ihe  question  of 
peace  or  war;  but  that  was  not  before  the 
House— the  Address  did.  not  pledge  any 
opinion-— the  communication  from  the 
Prince  Regent  did  not  call  for  any  advice 
on  the  subject ;  and  he,  for  one,  would  not 
be  rash  enough  prematurely  to  discuss  it, 
and  to  give  opinion  and  ofier  advice  where 
neither  wa$  required.  To  him  it  appeared 
most  wise  that  the  country  should  be  put 
in  a  state  of  sufficient  preparation  ;  and  he 
was  persuaded,  that  both  then  and  at  all 
times  it  was  our  sound  policy  to  stand  on 
such  a  footing  with  reference  to  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe  as  might  tend  to  the  gene- 
ral security.  There  was  one  point  in  the 
noble  lord's  speech,  in  which,  however,  he 
perhaps  misunderstood  him — but  in  which, 
if  he  did  not  misunderstand  him,  he  could 
not  concur.  He  meant  that  part  in  which 
the  noble  lord  appeared  to  intimate  that 
Parliament  should  in  no  wise  interfere  with 
the  responsible  servants  of  the  Crown*  so  as 
to  offer  to  the  Crown  their  opinion  on  any 
great  public  quesiioOf  until  ministers  had 
taken  their  decision,  and  having  commu- 
nicated that  decision  to  Parliament,  re- 
quired their  opinion  upon  it.  This  state- 
ment of  the  noble  lord  did  not  quiteaatisfy 
him.  For  if  he  amed  to  such  a  latitude 
of  allowaote,  he  should  bind  himself  and 
the  Home  to  take  00  step,  not  even  to 
require  inlbrnation,  pending  any  undeter- 
mined situation  of  public  aflBiirs.  But  he 
had  probably  misunderstood  the  noble 
lord,  «nd  be  should  be  very  glad  to  find 
thai  it  waa  ao.    4*  to  what  the  malt  of 


the  ezistiog  circomstaneea  might  4>e,  it 
was  imposaible  at  thai  moment  to  say  any^ 
thing.    He  had  formerly  expressed  a  sin* 
cere  hope  that  they  might  terminata  ia 
peace.    He  entertained  the  same  senti* 
ment  that  night    He  was  ready  cheerfully 
to  place  power  in  the  hands  of  the  £secii« 
live  Government,  because  he  did  not  think 
they  would  use  that  power  for  the  pnrpoaa 
of  inducing  the  Continenul  Sutes  to  do 
that  which  they  were  not  disposed  to  do^ 
or  which  they  did  not  think  it  their  na* 
tural  interest  to  do;  but  that  they  woulsl 
avail  themselves  of  it  to  make  ourselvea 
strong  for  defensive  operations^  and  lor 
the  presenration,  in  concert  with  our  alliea^ 
of  peace,  if  that  were  possible  ;  and  if  that 
were  not  possible,  to  enable  us  to  carvjr 
on  war  in  the  way   best  calculated  to 
ensure  a  speedy  and  successful  termination 
of  it.     He  would,  however,  to  the  laaa 
moment  cherish  an  ardent  hope  that  peacw 
might  be  continued.     He  was  the  osore 
inclined  to  hope  that  his  Majesty's  mtoia*- 
ters  might  be  enabled  to  continue  it,  when 
he  recollected  that  the  noble  lord  himself 
had  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  France,  while  France 
was  under  the  government  of  Boonaparifiw 
When  the  negociations  at  Chatillon  took 
place,  France  was  not  under  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  Bourbons ;  she  was  under  tho 
government  of  Buonaparte ;  and  the  noble 
lord  and  the  Allied  Powers  were  then  of 
opinion  that  it  was  practicable  to  coociudo 
a  treaty  with  Buonapari6  for  the  peace  of 
Europe.     He  flattered  himself,  that  as  tbia 
had  been  once  their  opinion,  it  migba 
prove  to  be  80  again.    For  although  he 
admitted  that  much  depended  on  the  per* 
sonal  character  of  the  individual  at  tbe 
head  of  a  powerful  nation,  he  was  never- 
theless persuaded  that  his  Majesty's  mi* 
nisters  and  the  Allies,  by  adopting  a  wiadp 
moderate,  and  firm  course  of  prooeedingp 
might  find  present  means  of  concluding 
and  maintaining  peace  with  France  under 
the  government  of  Buonapart6.      With 
respect  to  the  mode  in  which  Boonaparlfi 
had  regained  his  power,  he  would  not  give 
any  opinion.     But  he  thought  we  should 
deceive  ourselves,  were  we  to  imagine  tfaao 
be  had  no  support  in  France  but  that  ef 
the  army.    AUhoogh  it  was  evident  that, 
the  military  were  principally  Instrnmentel 
in  restoring  him  to  the  throne,  vet  he  con- 
ceived that  had  the  whole  of  toe  popiila* 
tion  been  against  him,  it  would  have  been 
impoaBible  for  him  to  have  made  his  wajr 
to  Paris.    Hai  implored  the  Hoeae  end  bm 
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Majesty's  <3oveffiment»  therefore,  not  to 
deceivo  themselTts  on  this  point*  end 
plonge  the  conntry  into  diffiooUies,  extri* 
ceiioa  frofli  which  woold  perheps  be  im* 
possible*  He  most  do  the  noble  lord  the 
justice  to  say,  that  he  seemed  to  disclaim 
any  attempt  to  indoce  the  Powers  of  the 
Continent  to  act  otherwise  than  as  their 
natural  interests  appeared  to  dictate. 
What  the  steps  were  which  would  be  taken 
by  all  parties  in  this  momentous  crisis,  he 
knew  not;  but  he  should  vote  for  the 
Address,  becaase  he  thought  the  country 
ought  to  be  put  in  a  defensive  state,  and 
because  that  Address  left  the  House  quite 
unpledged  as  to  iu  future  conducL 

Air.  If Ati^reud observed,  that  if  he  could 
lake  so  nairuw  a  Tiew  of  the  question  as 
bis  right  bon.  friend  who  haid  just  sat 
down,  or  if  he  thought  with    the   hon. 
baronet  who  preceded  him«  that  there  was 
any  thing  like  ambiguity  of  sentiment  in 
the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  (ambiguity  of 
expression    was    inseparable    from    the 
speeches  of  the  noble  lord),  he  might  be 
content  to  vote  for  'the  Addrees.     But, 
thinking  that  those   who  voted   for  the 
Address,  unamended,  would  lose  their  only 
opportunity    of    protesting   against    that 
which,  whatever  might  be  the  equivocal 
language  of  the  noble  lord,  was  his  obvious 
policy  ^seeing  through   the    flimsy  veil 
with  which   bis   Msjesty's  ministers  at- 
tempted to  cover  their  real  objects— aware 
of  the  trap  into  which  they  were  anxious 
to  betray  the  country^ he  could  not  let 
the  occasion  pass  without  availing  himself 
of  it  to  contend  in  the  strongest  manner 
against  its  being  the  interest  of  the  country, 
on  any  of  the  grounds  hy  pothetically  stated 
by  the  noble  lord,  to  begin  a  fresh  crusade 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  who  should 
fill  the  throne  of  France,  after  the  expe* 
rience   which  we   had  had   of   the  last 
crusade  of  twenty  year<«-terminated  only 
l>y  accident,  and  by  the  temporary  mad- 
ness of  the  man  who  then  filled,  and  who 
now    fills    the   throne   of  Franre.      He 
should   maintain  that  it    was    the  clear 
and  uneqoifocal  interest  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  Allied  Powers  on  the  Conti- 
nent to  fol6l  the  treaty  which  they  had 
given  to  France,  when  France  was  under 
tlie   dominion    of   the   Bourbons.      The 
noble    lord   having  refused    to   lay  the 
Treaty  of  Chatillon  on  the  Ubie  of  the 
House,  had  nevertheless  assumed  in  his 
speech,  that  the  peace  given  to  France  under 
the  Bourbons  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
seas  on  better  teiau  than  the  peace  which 


wouM  have  been  given  to  France  wider 
Buonaparte.    Of  this  fact  he  had  not  th* 
means  of  jtidginx;  but  if  rumour  was  tn 
be  at  all  believed,  the  noble  lord*  at  ther 
period  to  which  he  alluded,  was  prepared 
to  affix  his  name  and  seal  to  a  treaty  by 
which  much  more  favourable  terms  would 
have  been  granted  to  this  Buonapartif 
who,  whether  by  unanimous  re-election^ 
or  by  trampling  on  the  independence  of 
his  subjects,  was  again  on  the  throne  of 
France,  than  were  subsequently  granted 
to  Louis  the  1 8th.    He  woold  refer  alao 
to  the  ]>eclaration  made  by  the  Allies  at 
Frankfort  on  the  1st  of  December  18I3» 
in  which  they  ofiered  to  Buonaparte  an 
extent  of  territory  never  possessed  by  the 
Bourbons.    He  would  not,  therefore,  allow 
that  the  Treaty  of  Paris  had  been  con« 
travened,  the  Bourbons  having  had  terma 
allowed  them  which  would  not  have  lieen 
allowed  to  Bonaparte,  unless  the  noble 
lord  would  produce  a  distinct  statement 
of  what  had  been  previously  ofiered  to 
Buonaparti.     He  begged  his  right  hon.* 
friend— he  intreated  the  House—to  con^ 
sider  the  drift  of  the  noble  lord's  observa* 
tions.    The   noble  lord  bad  told  them, 
that  the  alternative  was  only  between  im« 
mediate  war,  and  a  state  of  precaution 
which  was  to  last  onl^  as  Jong  as  might 
enable  the  Powers  of  Europe  to  pounce 
on  France — [lord  Castlereagh  said  "  No; 
no !"]     He  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble 
lord  deny  this.     Such  was  the  ambiguity 
of  the  noble  lord's  phraseology,  that  it 
was  always  difficult,  and  sometimes  im« 
possible  to  ascertain  what  he  aetually  did 
mean  to  say  :    but  he  was  happy  to  nn^ 
derstantl  that  he  disavowed  this  most  ne^ 
farious  project.-    The  noble  lord  had  ac« 
counted,  in  a  very  detailed  manner,  for 
the  departure  of  Boonspari6  from  Elba. 
He  had  added  a  volume  to  the  statement 
we  had  already  had  on  the  subject.    The 
fart  was,  there  had  been  no  control  over 
the  pemon  of  Buonaparte.    It  was  true 
that  the  notile  lord  had  objected  to  the 
situation  of  Elba  as  one  of  extreme  inoon* 
venience;    but  that  objection  had  been 
over- ruled  ;   and  at  Elba,  Buonaparte  was 
destined  to  remain.     Wiib  respect  to  the 
Treaty  by  which  he  had  been  so  placed, 
the  noble  lord  had  by  no  means  satisfied 
him  that  faith  had  been  kept  with  Buona- 
parte.    In  adverting  to  the  stipulation  for 
the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  by  the 
French  Crown  to  Buonaparte,  the  noble 
lord  bad  said  that  the  year  had  not  ex* 
ptred,  and  that  Boonaparte  had  no  fight 
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goTernment  of  France  should  not  revert  to 
Buonapati-^baving,  hdweyer«  so  reverted* 
France  and  the  Allied  Powers  stood  in  ibe 
same  relative  situation  as  that  in  vibicb 
tbey  were  before  the  conclusion  of  tbe 
Treaty.  He  did  not  ibink  that  tbe  bon. 
baronet  had  fairly  and  candidly  interpreted 
tbe  words  of  tbe  noble  lord,  in  imputing 
to  them  that  they  evinced  a  determination 
to  deprive  France  of  tbe  government  of 
•Boonaparl6iand  impose  on  her  tbe  govern- 
ment of  the  Bourbons.  For  bis  own  part, 
be  positively  and  peremptorily  denied  tbat 
any  such  consideration  weighed  with  him 
in  support  of  the  proposed  Address.  He 
bad  no  right  to  consider*  whether  it  was 
wise  or  unwise  in  France  to  prefer  her 
present  to  her  late  Sovereign*  It  was  for 
France  herself  to  determine  tbat  point; 
and  be  would  never  vote  in  that  House  on 
the  principle  of  imposing  a  specific  govern- 
ment on  any  nation.  It  was  true  that  this 
consideration  was  connected  with  tbat 
most  material  question--*-the  question  of 
peace  or  war;  but  that  was  not  before  the 
House— the  Address  did.  not  pledge  any 
opinion — the  communication  from  the 
Pfince  Regent  did  not  call  for  any  advice 
on  the  subject ;  and  he,  for  one,  would  not 
be  rash  enough  prematurely  to  discuss  it, 
and  to  give  opinion  and  offer  advice  where 
neither  was  required.  To  him  it  appeared 
roost  wise  tbat  the  country  should  be  put 
in  a  state  of  sufficient  preparation  ;  and  be 
was  persuaded,  that  both  then  and  at  all 
times  it  was  our  sound  policy  to  stand  on 
such  a  footing  vrith  reference  to  the  great 
Powers  of  Europe  as  might  tend  to  the  gene- 
ral security.  There  was  one  point  in  the 
noble  lord's  speech,  in  which,  however,  he 
perhaps  misunderstood  him — but  in  which, 
if  be  did  not  misunderstand  him,  be  could 
not  concur.  He  meant  tbat  part  in  which 
the  noble  lord  appeared  to  intimate  tbat 
Parliament  should  in  no  wise  interfere  with 
tbe  responsible  servants  of  tbe  Crown,  so  as 
to  offer  to  the  Crown  their  opinion  on  any 
great  public  question,  nntii  ministers  bad 
taken  their  decision,  and  having  commu- 
nicated that  decision  to  Parliament,  re- 
quired tbeir  opinion  upon  it.  This  state- 
ment of  tbe  noble  lord  did  not  quite  satisfy 
him.  For  if  he  agreed  to  such  a  latitude 
of  allowance,  be  snoold  bind  himself  and 
the  Howse  to  take  no  step,  not  even  to 
require  information,  pending  any  ondeter- 
mined  situation  of  public  affairs.  But  be 
bad  probably  misunderstood  tbe  noble 
lord,  sum!  he  shonld  be  very  glad  to  find 
tbaiiiwaaa*.    Am  to  what  tbe  reaalt  of 


tbe  existing  circomstancaa  might  4>e,  it 
was  imposeible  at  tbat  moment  to  say  «ny> 
thing.    He  bad  formerly  expressed  a  sin* 
cere  hope  that  tbey  migbt  terminate  m 
peace.    He  entertained  the  same  sentU 
ment  tbat  night    He  was  ready  cheerfully 
to  place  power  in  tbe  bands  of  the  £xec»» 
live  Government,  because  be  did  not  think 
they  would  use  that  power  for  the  pnrpoan. 
of  inducing  tbe  Continenul  States  to  do 
that  which  tbey  were  not  disposed  to  dow 
or  which  they  did  not  think  it  tbeir  na* 
tural  interest  to  do;  but  that  they  would 
avail  themselves  of  it  to  make  ourselves 
strong  for  defensive  operations,  and  for 
the  preservation,  in  concert  with  our  alliesiy 
of  peace,  if  tbat  were  possible  ;  and  if  that 
were  not  possible,  to  enable  us  to  carry 
on  war  in  the  way   best  calculated   to 
ensure  a  speedy  and  successful  termination 
of  it.     He  would,  however,  to  tbe  laaa 
moment  cherish  an  ardent  hope  that  peaco 
might  be  continued.     He  was  the  aaore 
inclined  to  hope  tbat  bis  Majesty's  minis*, 
ters  might  be  enabled  to  continue  it,  when 
be  recollected  tbat  tbe  noble  lord  himself 
had  been  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  France,  wbtle  France 
was  under  the  government  of  Boonaparttu 
When  tbe  negociations  at  Chatillon  took 
place,  France  was  not  under  the  govern* 
ment  of  the  Bourbons ;  she  was  under  the 
government  of  Buonapari6;  and  tbe  noble 
lord  and  the  Allied  Powers  were  then  of 
opinion  that  it  was  practicable  to  conclude 
a  treaty  with  Boonapart6  for  tbe  peace  ol 
Europe.     He  flattered  himself,  tbat  as  this 
had  been  once  tbeir  opinion,  it  might 
prove  to  be  80  again.    For  although  he 
admitted  that  much  depended  on  the  per* 
sonal  character  of  tbe  individual  at  the 
bead  of  a  powerful  nation,  be  was  never* 
the  less  persuaded  that  bis  Majesty's  mi* 
nisters  and  tbe  Allies,  by  adopting  a  wiae, 
moderate,  and  firm  course  of  prooeeding, 
might  find  present  means  of  concluding 
and  maintaining  peace  with  France  under 
the  government  of  Buonapart6.      With 
respect  to  the  mode  in  which  Buonaparife 
bad  regained  bis  power,  he  would  not  give 
any  opinion.    But  be  thought  we  should 
deceive  ourselves,  were  we  to  imagine  that 
be  bad  no  support  in  France  but  that  of 
tbe  army.    Although  it  was  evident  tbat. 
tbe  military  were  principally  instrumental 
in  restoring  him  to  the  throne,  yet  be  con* 
ceived  tbat  had  the  whole  of  toe  popula- 
tion been  against  him,  it  would  have  been 
impoasible  for  him  to  have  made  bis  wajr 
to  Piaris*    He  implpred  tbe  Houae  and  Ina 
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Majetiy's  Oovemmeott  therefore,  not  to 
decetto  theaneelfes  oo  this  pointy  and 
plonge  the  country  into  diffiooltiofl,  extri* 
cotioB  froB  which  woold  perhept  be  im* 
poMibte,  He  iniitt  do  the  noble  lord  the 
justice  to  eiy^  that  he  aeened  to  ditcleim 
any  attempt  to  indnce  the  Powere  of  the 
Contineni  to  act  otherwise  than  as  their 
natural  interests  appeared  to  dictate. 
What  the  steps  were  which  would  be  taken 
by  all  parties  in  this  momentous  crisis,  he 
knew  not;  but  he  should  vote  for  the 
Address,  because  be  thought  the  country 
ought  to  be  put  in  a  defenstfe  state,  and 
because  that  Address  left  the  House  quite 
unpledged  as  to  iu  future  conduct. 

Mr.  IFAii^r««d obserTed,  that  if  he  could 
iake  so  nairow  a  Tiew  of  the  question  as 
bis  right  bon.  friend  who  had  just  sat 
down,  or  if  he  thought  with    the   hon. 
baronet  who  preceded  him,  that  there  was 
any  thing  like  ambiguity  of  sentiment  io 
the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  (ambiguity  of 
expression    was    inseparable    from    the 
speeches  of  the  noble  lord),  he  might  be 
content  to  vote  for  'the  Address.     But, 
thinking  tbea  those   who  voted   for  the 
Address,  unamended,  would  lose  their  only 
opportunity    of   protesting   against    that 
which,  whatever  might  be  the  equivocal 
language  of  the  noble  lord,  was  his  obvious 
policy— seeing  through   the    flimsy  veil 
with  which   bis   Majesty's  ministers  at- 
tempted to  cover  their  real  objects— aware 
of  the  trap  into  which  they  were  anxious 
to  betray  the  country — he  could  not  let 
the  occasion  pass  without  availing  himself 
of  it  to  contend  in  the  strongest  manner 
against  its  being  the  interest  of  the  country, 
on  any  of  the  grounds  hypothetically  stated 
by  the  noble  lord,  to  begin  a  fresh  crusade 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  who  should 
fill  the  throne  of  France,  after  the  expe- 
rience  which  we   had  had   of   the  last 
crusade  of  twenty  yeani<»-ier minuted  only 
by  accident,  and  by  the  teuiporary  mad- 
ness of  the  man  who  then  filled,  and  who 
now    fills    the  throne   of  France.      He 
should   maintain  that  it    was   the  clear 
and  uneqoifocal  interest  of  this  country, 
and  of  the  Allied  Powers  on  the  Conti- 
nent to  fulfil  the  treaty  which  they  had 
given  to  France,  when  France  was  under 
ttie   dominion    of   the   Bourbons.      The 
noble    lord    having  refused    to   lay  the 
Treaty  of  Chatillon  on  the  table  of  the 
House,  had  nevertheless  assumed  in  his 
speech,  that  the  peace  given  to  France  under 
the  Bourbona  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
sMa  on  better  teiau  than  the  peteo  which 


wouM  have  been  given  to  France  nnder 
Buonaparti.    Of  thia  fact  he  had  not  th* 
meana  of  jtidginc;  but  if  rumour  waa  in 
be  at  all  belSsved,  the  noble  lord,  at  thw 
period  to  which  he  alluded,  was  prepared 
to  affix  hia  imme  and  aeal  to  a  treaty  by 
which  much  more  favourable  terma  would 
have  been  granted  to  thia  Buonapartif 
who,  whether  by  unanimous  re-election, 
or  by  trampliug  on  the  independence  of 
his  subjects,  waa  again  on  the  throne  of 
France,  than  were  subsequently  granted 
to  Louis  the  18th.    He  would  refer  alio 
to  the  I>eclaration  made  by  the  Allies  at 
Frankfort  on  the  1st  of  I>ecember  18I5» 
in  which  they  offered  to  Buonapart€  an 
extent  of  territory  never  possessed  by  the 
Bourbons.    He  would  not,  therefore,  allow 
that  the  Treaty  of  Paris  had  been  con* 
travened,  the  Bourbons  having  had  terma 
allowed  them  which  would  not  have  been 
allowed  to  iBuonapart^,  unless  the  noble 
lord  would  produce  a  distinct  statement 
of  what  had  been  previously  offered  to 
Buonaparte.     He  begged  his  right  hon; 
friend— he  intreatod  tbe  House— to  con*' 
sider  the  drift  of  tbe  noble  lord's  observa* 
tiims.    The   noble  lord  had  told  therot 
that  the  alternative  was  only  between  im« 
mediate  wsr,  and  a  state  of  precaution 
which  was  to  last  only  as  Jong  aa  might 
enable  the  Powera  of  Europe  to  pounce 
on  France — [lord  Castlereagh  said  •^  No; 
no !"]     He  was  glad  to  hear  the  noble 
lord  deny  this.     Such  was  tbe  ambiguity 
of  tbe  noble  lord's  pbraaeology,  that  it 
was  always  difficult,  and  sometimes  im« 
possible  to  ascertain  what  he  actually  did 
mean  to  aay  :    but  be  was  happy  to  nn^ 
derstand  that  he  disavowed  this  most  ne^ 
farious  project.-    The  noble  lord  had  ac« 
counted,  in  a  very  detailed  manner,  for 
the  departure  of  Buonaparift  from  Elba. 
He  bad  added  a  volume  to  the  statement 
we  had  already  had  on  the  subject.    The 
fart  was,  there  had  been  no  control  over 
the  person  of  Boons part6.     It  waa  true 
that  the  nohle  lord  had  objected  to  the 
aitoation  of  Elba  as  one  of  extreme  inoon« 
venience;    but  that  objection  had  been 
over* ruled  ;   and  at  Elba,  Buonaparte  waa 
destined  to  remain.     With  respect  to  the 
Treaty  by  which  he  had  been  so  placed^ 
the  noble  lord  had  by  no  meana  aatisfied 
him  that  faith  had  been  kept  with  Buona- 
parte.    In  adverting  to  the  atipulation  for 
the  payment  of  a  aum  of  money  by  the 
French  Crown  to  Buonaparte,  the  noble 
lord  bad  aaid  that  the  year  had  not  ex* 
pmd,  and  that  Buonaparte  had  no  fight 
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to  ibe  money  until  that  period.  This  was 
a  pettifogging  objection  for  a  great  nation 
to  make,  when  they  knew  that  the  indiTi* 
4aal  to  ^hom  the  iponey  was  to  be  paid 
i^as  in  great  distress  for  wai|t  of  it.  But 
it  had  been  also  said  by  the  noble  lord, 
that  France  was  no  party  to  that  Treaty. 
France  no  party  to  that  Treaty !  Were 
not  the  Bourbons  on  the  throne  of  France 
in  consequence  of  that  Treaty  ?  Did  not 
the  high  contracting,  parties  engage  that 
they  would  obtain  the  concurrence  and 
guarantee  of  the  Bourbons  to  the  Treaty  ? 
And  yet  now  the  noble  lord  said  that 
l^rance  bad  been  no  party  to  it!  [Lord 
Castlereagh— *' Noj  no!"]  He  appealed 
to  the  judgment  of  the  House  whether 
that  was  not  the  impression  made  by  what 
the  noble  lord  had  said.  So  dangerous 
had  the  noble  lord  thought  the  noor per- 
formance of  the  Treaty  on  the  part  of 
France,  that  he  had  spoken  to^prince  Tal- 
leyrand about  it.  The  French  Court,  it 
seemed,  were  jealous  on  the  subject. 
They  were  afraid  that  Buouapart6  was 
enlisting  too  many  men,  and  that  he 
thought  of,  attacking  France  by  main  force 
from  £lba.  Blind  as  beetles  they  ob- 
served only  his  outward  demonstrations, 
and  never  thought  that  he  was  working 
with  the  subtlety  of  intellect.  They  con- 
ceived that  to  deprive  him  of  money, 
^ouid  be  to  thwart  his  designs.  At  length 
the  noble  lord  obtained  this — not  that  his 
money  should  be  sent  to  Buonaparte,  but 
that  a  gentleman  should  be  sent  to  him 
to  observe  his  motions ! 

In  the  opinion  of  the  noble  lord,  (an 
opinion  expressed  with  the  utmost  confi- 
dence) Buonaparte  owed  his  restoration 
to  the  throne  of  France — ah  event  much 
more  miraculous  than  his  original  eleva- 
tion to  it«— not  to  the  population  of  France, 
but  to  the  military.  The  fact  was,  that 
Buonaparte  landed  in  Franc#  without  a 
man  to  defend  him,  and  that  ip  his  pro- 
gress from  the  i^utb  to  the  North  of  France 
he  was  exposed  daily  and  nightly,  and 
every  hour  of  every  day  and  night,  to  the 
attacks  of  those  who  were  inimical  to  his 
,  cause,  if  such  existed ;  but  that  not  a 
single  hand  of  all  that  population  which 
the  noble  lord  stated  he  had  good  reason 
to  know  were  friendly  to  the  Bourbons, 
was  raised  against  him  as  the  invader  of 
France,  or  as  the  destroyer  of  its  lawful 
Sovereign.  The  noble  lord,  as  a  member 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  was  lup* 
posed  to  possess  secret  information  of 
•f  ery  kind«— for  which  tt  least  the  public 


certainly  paid.  He  was  at  Vienna,  aso* 
dating  with  the  cleverest  princes  in  the 
world— old  diplouatists-^men  who  knew 
exactly  where  to  place  a  spvy  whether  on 
this  king  or  on  that  priest  "  Yet,  in  spite 
of  this  combined  diplomatic  wisdom,  in 
spite  of  all  the  means  and  appliances  pos- 
sessed by  the  noble  lord,  Buonaparte 
landed  in  the  Bay  of  St.  Ju^n,  and  march- 
ed to  Parrs,  to  the  great  astonishment,  no 
doubt,  of  the  wise-acres  of  the  Congreas. 
And  yet,  the  noble  lord  dedai^d  that  he 
had  authority  for  stating  that  the  popula- 
tion of  France  were  hostile  to  him  1  Away 
with  such  authority  1  It  was  equivalent 
to  the  noble  lord's  information.  The 
noble  lord  knew. every  thing— after  it  bad 
taken  place !  Had  he  but  known  what  he 
did  not  know,  he  would  have  known  all 
about  it. 

The  question  now  came  to  this— Whe- 
ther Boonapart6  was  emperor  of  France 
by  the  will  of  the  peopfe,  or  by  the  will 
of  the  soldiery,  or  by  their  combined 
will  I  If  the  last,  which  he  verily  believed,, 
what  was  the  .chance  of  overturning  a 
throne  so  established,  and  which,  if  not 
originally  desired  by  the  French  people, 
Buonaparte  would  take  care  should  -exist 
so  much  for  their  benefit  ai  to  be  assuredly- 
continued  by  them  ?  Let  the  House,  in 
contrast,  place  that  glorious  decree  for 
the  abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  with  the 
volume  presented  by  the  noble  lord  of 
that  negociation  in  which  Louis  le  Desire 
declared  that  he  could  not  put  an  end-to 
the  Trade  because  the  feelings  of  the 
French  people  were  against  iL  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  had  done  it  by  a  stroke  of  his 
pen ;  and  he  had  so  done  it,  that  if  the 
Bourbons  were  restored,  or  if  a  Republic 
were  to  be  established,  or  if  any  other 
change  were  to  take  place  in  the  govern- 
ment of  France,  the  resurrection  of  the 
Slave  Trade  would  be  impossible  in  that 
country.  Adverting  to  the  Declaration 
of  the  Allies,  which  the  noble  lord  had 
that  evening  adopted  as  an  act  of  the 
executive  government,  he  maintained  that 
lords  Cathcart,  Clancarty  and  Stewart,  and 
the  duke  of  Wellington,  deserved  impeach- 
ment for  putting  their  names  to  such  an 
instrument.  A  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
on  a  recent  occasion  contended,  that  this 
Declaration  contained  nothing  which  waa 
not  loyal,  wise  and  honourable.  The 
noble  lord,  more  wisely,  had  abstained 
from  touching  on  its  character.  Bat, 
surely,  if  words  meant  any  thin^,  that 
Decltfil^iop  went  to  designate  an  indirU 
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dual  for  aifaninaiidn.  Much  might  be 
said  (aod  he  trusted  macb  woald  be  said 
by  some  of  his  hoh.  and  learned  friends) 
of  its  iticonsistency  with  the  law  of  na- 
tions, as  well  as  of  iu  hostility  to  every 
principle  of  social  order.  It  led  directly 
to  a  war  of  extermination.  He  had  heard 
that  other  Articles  in  the  Treaty  of  Foa- 
tainbleao^  besides  what  was  alladed  to  by 
the  noble  lord,  bad  been  violated.  And 
here  he  could  not  help  expressing  his 
regret,  that  one  of  the  greatest  names  of 
which  England  could  boast  had  been 
aollied,  by  setting  his  seal  to  such  a  deed 
as' the  Declaration  of  the  Allies.  All  the 
brilliancy  of  his  achievements,  and  all  the 
splendour  of  his  character,  would  not  be 
sufficient  to  drag  him  oat  of  the  abyss  of 
shame  into  which  he  had  plunged  himself, 
by  setting  his  name  to  this  Declaration. 
The  duke  of  Wellington,  and  lords  Cath- 
cart,  Clancarty,  and  Stewart,  had  thought 
proper  to-  say,  that  the  only  title  Buona* 
part6  had  to  bis  existence  was  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleao.  Did  they  mean  to  say, 
that  Buonaparte's  head  was  on  the  block  ? 
What  could  possibly  be  the  meaning  of 
the  insane  declaration,  "  that  heVas  out 
of  the  pale  of  civil  and  social  relations, 
and  that  as  an  enemy  and  disturber  of  the 
tranquillity  of  the  -world,  he  had  rendered 
himself  liable  to  public  vengeance  V  How 
would  the  casuistry  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  with  his  Christian  feeling, 
be  able  to  explain  this?  He  would  defy 
htm  to  say  that  such  a  declaration  meant 
any  thing  more  than  this,  that  any  man 
who  met  him  might  stab  him  [No,  no! 
from  the  Ministerial  side  of  the  House]. 
He  did  not  regard  the  exclamations  of 
gentlemen  opposite.  He  appealed  to  the 
words  themselves.  Without  again  recur- 
ring to  [the  names  of  the  other  persons,  he 
would  say  that  he  most  sincerely  lament- 
ed, that  that  distinguished  individual,  who 
was  said  to  be  appointed  to  the  command 
of  an  army  of  250,000  men  for  the  pur- 
pose of  driving  Buonaparte  from  the 
throne  of  France,  and  who  had  already 
driven  him  from  the  Peninsula,  should  now 
think  it  proper  to  call  in  the  hand  of  an 
assassin  to  do  what  he  could  not  do  at  the 
head  of  the  confederated  troops.  Why, 
war  was  declared  against  France  in  that 
Declaration.  True,  however.  Napoleon 
seemed  to  be  conducting  himself  with 
more  wisdom  than  those  precipitate  dipio- 
matists  at  Vienna,  and  with  more  con* 
sommate  skill  than  his  former  confidential 
friend,  prince  Talleyrand.    Knowing  how 
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little  regard  that  Declaration, was  entitled 
to,  he  had  treated  it  in  the  way  it  de- 
served. By  the  information  received 
within  these  few  hours,  it.  appeared  that 
Buonaparte  bad  published  notes  and  a 
commentary  on  this  Declaration,  in  whieb 
he  declared  that  be  would  maintain  the 
Treaty  of  Paris,  althoogh  he  thought  that 
better  terms  than  those  in  that  Treaty 
ought  to  have  been  obtained  for  France— 
that  he  would  not  stir  otu  of  his  bann- 
daries,  or  resort  to  hostilities,  except  the 
territory  of  France  was  invaded.  Whe« 
ther  his  conduct  was  dictated  by  hypo* 
crisy  or  wisdom,  it  was  certain  that  he 
had  conciliated  the  people  of  France  to  his 
authority.  The  noble  lord  had  not  told 
the  Houre  a  single  svllable  of  the  endea- 
vours oh  the  part  or  Government  to  find 
out  whether  the  state  of  the  public  mind^ 
or  the  present  Govecnment  of  France,  was 
pacific  towards  this  country  or  not.  fie 
wished  to  ask  the  noble  lord,  whether,  in 
point  of  fact,  his  Majesty's  cruisers  had 
not  already  committed  an  act  of  aggres* 
sion  against  France  ?  Whethej',  without  any 
express  orders^  but  upon  an  understand- 
ing of  what  was  expected  of  them  in  cer- 
tain circumstances,  they  had  notcotnmitted 
such  an  act  of  aggression  ?  And  here  ha 
could  not  help  saying,  that  he  considered 
the  Government  dealt  hardly  and  unfairly 
with  the  officers  of  the  navy.  They  did 
not  give  any  positive  orders  to  them,,  but 
an  ambiguous  something  which  they  were 
to  do.  They  thus  threw  the  performance 
or  non- performance  of  the  duty  on  th« 
discretion  of  the  officers,  and  consequently 
threw  the  responsibility  on  them,  and 
took  the  merit  of  success  to  themselves* 
What  could  "be  more  ambiguous,  for  in- 
stance, than  the  order  said  to  be  given  in 
the  Mediterranean?  There  was  an  un« 
derstanding  given  to  the  master  of  one 
miserable  vessel,  to  this  effeot^f  yon 
think  Buonaparte  is  intending  any  mia* 
chief,  you  may  stop  him,  but  not  other* 
wise.  Why,  the  Elbese  flag  was  more 
common  in  the  Mediterranean  than  the 
flag  of  almost  any  other  nation.  What 
sort  of  an  understanding  was  this  ?  Good 
God !  this  officer  had  need  to  have  had  a 
better  understanding  than  those  who  sent 
him  such  a  communication  [a  lan&h]. 
And  all  this  was  for  want  of  a  combmed 
understanding  in  the  Cabinet.  If,  as  had 
been  contended,  the  troops  of  Buonaparte 
were  anxious  for  war,  and  that  in  order  to 
gratify  them  he  would  be  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  making  it,  here  he  was  supplied 
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therefore  to  lobmit  an  amendment  io  the 
Addrew,  limiting  the  means  entrusted  to- 
minitters  to  means  of  def6nce»  and  taking 
from  them  the  means  of  aggression.  He 
was  willing  to  see  the  couniry  in  a  suffi- 
cient attitude  of  defence  till  the  danger 
should  be  past ;  but  beyond  this  he  could 
not  with  propriety  go.  The  hon.  gentle* 
nan  concluded  with  moving  an  amend«> 
ment  to  the  Address,  in  the  following 
words:—-"  And  that  at  the  same  time  we 
earnestly  implore  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Kcgent,  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  exert  hb  most  strenuous  endea- 
Tours  to  secure  to  this  country  the  con- 
tinuance of  peace,  so  long  as  it  can  be 
maintained  consistently  with  the  honour 
of  his  Majesty's  Crown,  the  security  of  bis 
dominions,  and  the  faith  to  be  preserved 
with  his  Majesty's  Allies/' 
*  Mr.  Frederick  DougUu  alluded  to  the  de- 
cree of  Buonaparte  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade.  From  all  he  had  been  able 
io  learn,  it  was  a  mistaken  idea  amongst 
the  people  of  France,  that  the  abolition 
would  be  injnrious  to  them  if  suddenly 
effected.  Thus  Louts  ]  8,  attending  to  the 
/eelingsof  the  people,  gained  time  for  the 
termination  of  a  traffick  which  his  rival,  on 
coming  to  power,  had,  without  any  regard 
for  their  feelings,  abolished  at  once.  Re- 
specting the  prospect  before  us,  there  was 
an  essential  principle  in  the  government 
of  France,  which  must  necessarily  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  tranquillity  of  the  Conti- 
^nt.  The  change  that  had  taken  place 
bad  been  effected  by  the  army,  and  no| 
by  the  sense  of  the  people.  The  real  voice 
/pf  the  people  was  to  be  found  in  the  towns 
where  they  were  not  overawed  by  the 
military.  It  was  the  natural  consequence 
of  any  invasion,  that  in  the  first  moments 
the  people  would  lie  by  and  not  decUre 
their  sentiments.  He  would  not  contend 
Jthat  the  Voice  of  the  people  had  been  de- 
tslared  against  Buonapart^ ;  but,  when  it 
was  asserted  that  their  voice  was  in  iavour 
of  him,  he  must  say  that  such  an  assertion 
was  toUlly  fallacious.  Boonapart6  was 
.^imulated  by  revenge  against  all  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.  His  landing,  therefore, 
was  not  so  much  *  an  invasion  of  France, 
as  an  invasion  of  all  Europe*  It  must  be 
obvious  to  all  who  had  any  knowledge  of 
Jiuman  nature,  and  who  reflected  on  the 
extraordinary  character  of  this  man,  that 
he  could  have  no  intention  of  remaining 
at  peace;  but  even  if  he  had,  it  was  per- 
fectly out  of  his  power ;  for  the  soldiers 
under  him  were  anxious  to  be  called  back 


again  to  their  employments  of  .plunderand 
peculation ;  and  this  would  impel  him  to 
go  to  war.  But  it  was  said  that  we  had  no 
legitimate  grounds  for  going  to  war.  .The 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  however^ 
had  viewed  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  on 
very  fallacious  grounds.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man here  entered  into  a.  view  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Treaty  with  Boonapart^, 
which  gave  him  the  sovereignty  of  Elba, 
and  contended  that  by  bis  return  he  had 
broken  his  faith  with  the  Allied  Powers, 
which  justified  them  in  joining  to  expel 
him.  If  he  went  to  war  at  the  present 
moment,  he  must  proceed  by  the  common 
means  of  taxation,  loans,  and  credit ;  but 
these  were  things  which  were  quite  un- 
known in  France.  He  therefore  was  not 
able  to  pot  his  forces  immediately  into 
activity,  which  was  the  true  reason  for  all 
his  professions  of  moderation.  The  noble 
lord  had  spoken  of  the  unanimity  which 
prevailed  on  the  subject  of  opposipg  Buo- 
naparte on  the  part  of  the  Allies.  Kecol- 
lecting  as  he  did  the  events  of  the  last 
twenty  years,  he  felt  anxious  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  thfs  unanimity,  before  Buona^ 
part4  should 'be  able  to  destroy  iu  He 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  French 
army  being  the  active  povier  which  sap- 
ported  Buonapart4,  it  was  absolutely 
necessary  for  the  restoration  of  tranquil- 
lity, that  this  army  should  be  extirpated ! 
S>ies  of  Hear,  hear !]  He  did  not  mean 
e  extirpation  of  the  indif  iduals,  but  the 
extirpation  of  their  existence  in  the  shape 
of  an  army.  Their  restless  agitation,  their 
unparalleled  fearlessness  of  death,  and 
their  unconquerable  passion  for  glory, 
formed  their  very  excellence;  and  this 
would  ever  render  them  the  enemies  of  ihe 
tranquillity  of  the  world.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman, after  a  few  more  remarks  on  the 
peculiar  crisis  at  which  we  had  arrived, 
concluded  with  giving  his  assent  to  the 
Address. 

Sir  JoAji  NeupcTt  declared,  that  in  giviojg 
his  vote  he  should  look  at  the  question  di* 
vested  of  all  the .  commentaries  he  had 
heard  upon  iu  He  should  not  vote  for 
it  under  the  same  view  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  taken  of  it,  who  had  advised  the 
extermination  of  the  whole  French  army  ; 
because  such  an  idea  was  absurd,  and  if 
the  project  was  attempted,  it  would  cea* 
tainly  be  the  most  unwise  crusade  that  bad 
ever  been  heard  of.  He  would  go  as  far 
as  the  noble  lord  had  gone,  but  no  farther. 
Instead  of  entertaining  any  abstruse  qoet- 
tion  of  peace  or  war*  he  should  wait  till 
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the  poinl  wu  d«cided»  tod  should  then 
deliver  hit  opinion,  however  painful  it 
might  be  to  hit  feelings.  At  present  the 
qoestion  did  not  bind  any  member  to  sup- 
port any  proceedings  that  woold  involve 
this  country  in  a  war  so  wild  and  unjust  as 
to  attempt  to  dictate  to  any  nation  what 
f«>rmof  government  it  should  adopt.  It 
was  advisable  that  this  country  should  be 
put  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  the  worst, 
and  to  take  such  measures  as  should  best 
enable  us  to  act  in  concert  with  our  Allies, 
for  the  security  of  all  Europe.  He  trusted, 
however,  that  nothing  but  circumstances 
of  absolute  compulsion  would  induce  ds  to 
enter  into  a  new  war ;  and  believing  that 
this  woold  be  our  line  of  conduct,  he 
should  support  the  Address,  He  dissented, 
nevertheless,  with  reluctance,   from  the 


the  motion.  He  took  a  view  of  what  had 
been  said  by  the  difierent  speakers,  and 
added,  as  his  own  opinion,  that  so  far  from 
thinking  the  Message  and  Address  to  be 
too  pacific,  bis  only  fear  was  that  they 
were  too  warlike.  He  nevertheless  saw 
nothing  objectionable  in  the  wording  of 
either,  as  they  were  applicable  either  to 
peace  or  war.  But  it  was  Impossible  not 
to  be  a  little  alarmed  at  the  Declaration 
which  bore  besides  the  signatures  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Allied  Mwers,  those  of 
four  British  ministers.  If  this  document 
were  authentic,  all  doubts  must  be  at  an 
end ;  for  war  remained  not  to  be  deUbe* 
rated  about,  but  was  actually  resolved  on. 
Yet  from  the  tone  of  the  noble  lord  that 
day,  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  it 
would  appear  that  the  subject  was  still 


amendment  of  his  hon.  friend,  not  because  I  open  for  discdsftlon.     He  would  agreoy 
he  thought  that  those  words  did  not  convey    that  under  the  present  circumstances  of 


a  proper  feeling,  but  because  he  did  not 
think  that  this  was  a  fit  opportunity  for 
the  House  to  pronounce  their  judgment, 
when  no  information  was  before  them. 
He  would  gite  his  vote  for  the  Address, 
because  he  saw  no  reason  for  withholding 
bis  confidence  from  ministers  in  the  pre* 
tent  instance. 

'  Mr.  Crofar  said,  he  rose  merely  to  speak 
to  a  matter  of  fact.  The  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  had  been  pleased  to  say  that  a 
French  vessel  had  been  brooght  in  by  his 
Majesty's  cruisers  under  an  ambiguous 
uoderstandi ng.  This  statement  was  toully 
unfounded.  He  had  not  officially  heaitl 
that  any  such  capture  had  been  made. 
He  had  heard  a  report  that  a  French  ship 
had  been  sent  in ;  but  whether  she  was 
navigated  under  the  Imperial  flag  of  France 
he  could  not  say.  If  he  were  to  judge 
from  the  statements  of  some  merchants  of 
London,  he  should  believe  that  the  deten- 
tion had  been  made  under  the  Hovering 
Act,  and  that  the  ship  bore  the  white  flag. 
But  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  had  any 
orders  been  given  which  would  justify  any 
officer  to  interfere  even  with  the  tri*co- 
loured  flag  of  France.  The  ship  by  which 
the  French  vessel  was  said  to  to  have  been 
captured,  had  sailed  three  weeks  ago  for 
a  specific  purpose ;  and  it  was  scarcely 
possible  that  her  commander,  in  obedience 
to  bis  orders,  could  have  deemed  himself 
nuthorised  to  interfere  with  the  flag  of 
France,  of  whatever -colour  it  might  be. 
He  had  been  thus  explicit,  in  order  that  it 
might  not  bo  supposed  that  this  country 
hod  shown  any  bad  faith. 
^'  Jtfr,  Amfat  gave  his  full  concurrence  to 


France,  the  contravention  of  the  Treaty 
by  Buonaparte  was  a  sufficient  cause  for 
war,  and  the  revolution  ought  not  wholly 
to  prevent  the  interference  of  foreign 
nations ;  but  it  became  a  prudential  con* 
sideration  what  steps  ought  to  be  taken^ 
and  before  it  was  resolved  upon,  it  might 
be  hoped  there  woold  be  full  time  for  dis^ 
cussioo.  He  would  defer  his  opinion  till 
he  heard  what  line  of  conduct  was  decided 
upon.  The  Declaration  of  the  Allies  cer^ 
tainly  confined  the  war  to  a  much  more 
simple  object  than  that  of  his  hon.  friend 
who  had  contended  for  the  eztioction  of 
the  whole  French  army ;  as  the  object  of 
the  Allies  could  only  be  the  deposinff  of 
that  particular  man^  who,  by  his  conduct^ 
they  declared  had  put  himself  out  of  the 
pale  of  civil  society.  'He  should  be  happy 
if  he  could  entertain  the  sanguine  belief 
of  his  noble  friend,  that  a- large  proportion 
of  the  people  of  France  were  adverse  to 
the  dominion  of  Buonapari6 ;  but  it  looked 
rather  suspicious,  that  with  only  a  handful 
of  armed  men,  he  should  be  able  to  make 
his  wa^,  unmolested,  almost  from  'one 
extremity  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other. 
He  feared.  Jest  the  appearance  of  a  foreign 
force  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  coming 
with  profeMions  of  revenge  and  mint 
might  have  the  cflfect  of  uniting  the  people 
even  though  a  great  proportion  of  them 
were  hostile  to  &onapane,  and  thus  might 
throw  much  greater  obMacles  in  the  way 
of  peace.  Whatever  might  be  the. real 
intentions  of  Buonaparte,  it  was  much 
safer  for  him  to  hold  out  professions  of 
moderation  than  to  adopt  an^  other  course. 
On  the  whole,  he  must  admit  that  he  eoM 
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therefore  to  sobmifc  an  amendmeiit^to  the 
Addreu,  limiting  the  metos  entratted  to- 
miniiters  to  means  of  defence,  and  taking 
from  them  the  meant  of  aggreuton.  He 
was  willing  to  see  the  country  in  a  suffi- 
cient attitude  of.  defence  till  the  danger 
should  be  past ;  but  beyond  this  he  could 
not  with  propriety  go.  The  hon.  gentle* 
man  concluded  with  moving  an  amend* 
ment  to  the  Address,  in  the  following 
words :— <'  And  that  at  the  same  time  we 
earnestly  implore  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent^  that  he  would  be  graciously 
pleased  to  exert  his  most  strenuous  endea« 
TOurs  to  secure  to  this  country  the  con- 
llnuanoe  of  peace,  so  long  as  it  can  be 
maintained  consistontly  with  the  honour 
4>f  his  Majesty's  Crown,  the  security  of  his 
dominions,  and  the  faith  to  be  preserved 
with  his  Majesty's  Allies/' 
.  Mr.  Frederick  Douglas  alluded  to  the  de- 
cree of  Buonapari^  for  the  abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade.  From  all  he  had  been  able 
to  learn,  tt  was  a  mistaken  idea  amongst 
the  people  of  France,  that  the  abolition 
would  be  iojurious  to  them  if  suddenly 
effected.  Thus  Louis  ]  8,  attending  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  gained  time  for  the 
tormination  of  a  traffick  which  his  rival,  on 
coming  to  power,  had,  without  any  regard 
for  their  feelings,  abolished  at  once. .  Re- 
specting the  prospect  before  us,  there  was 
an  essential  principle  in  the  government 
of  France,  which  must  necessarily  be  re- 
pugnant to  the  tranquillity  of  the  Conti- 
nent. The  change  that  had  taken  place 
had  been  e£fected  by  the  army,  ana  no> 
by  the  sense  of  the  people.  The  real  voice 
jof  the  people  was  to  be  found  in  the  towns 
where  they  were  not  overawed  by  the 
militar3r.  It  was  the  natural  consequence 
of  any  invasion,  that  in  the  first  moments 
the  people  would  lie  by  and  not  declare 
their  sentiments.  He  would  not  contend 
Jthat  the  Voice  of  the  people  had  been  de- 
l^lared  against  Boonapart6 ;  but,  when  it 
was  asserted  that  their  voice  was  in  favour 
of  him,  he  must  say  that  such  an  assertion 
was  totally  fallacious.  Boonapart6  was 
.Stimulated  by  reveuj^e  against  all  the  na- 
tions of  Europe.  His  landing,  therefore, 
was  not  so  much  'an  invasion  of  France, 
as  an  invasion  of  all  Europe.  It  muit  be 
obvious  to  all  who  had  any  knowledge  of 
Jioman  nature,  and  who  reflected  on  the 
extraordinary  character  of  this  man,  that 
he  could  have  no  intention  of  remaining 
at  peace ;  but  even  if  he  bad,  it  was  per-' 
fectl^  out  of  his  power;  for  the  soldiers 
under  him  were  anxious  to  be  called  back 


again  to  their  employments  of  .plunder  and 
peculation ;  and  this  would  impel  him  to 

{^o  to  war.  But  it  was  said  that  we  had  no 
egitimate  grounds  for  going  to  war.  .The 
hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last,  howeveiv 
had  viewed  the  Treaty  of  Fontaiobleau  on 
very  fallacious  grounds.  The  hon.  gentle* 
man  h^re  entered  into  a.  view  of  the  con- 
ditions of  the  Treaty  with  Boonapart^^ 
which  gave  him  the  sovereisnty  of  Elba, 
and  contended  that  by  his  return  he  had 
broken  his  faith  with  the  Allied  Powers, 
which  justified  them  in  joining  to  expel 
him.  If  be  went  to  war  at  the  present 
moment,  he  must  proceed  by  the  common 
means  of  taxation,  loans,  and  credit;  baft 
these  were  things  which  were  quite  un- 
known in  France.  He  therefore  was  not 
able  to  pot  bis  forces  immediately  into 
activity,  which  was  the  true  reason  for  all 
his  professions  of  moderation.  The  noble 
lord  had  spoken  of  the  unanimity  which 
prevailed  on  the  subject  of  opposipeBoo- 
naparU^on  the  part  of  the  Allies.  Recol- 
lecting as  he  did  the  evenu  of  the  last 
twenty  years,  he  felt  anxious  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  tbjs  unanimity,  before  Buonxp- 
part6  should 'be  able  to  destroy  it.  He 
bad  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  French 
army  being  the  active  power  which  sup- 
ported Buonapart6,  it  was  absolutelr 
necessary  for  the  restoration  of  tranquil- 
lity, that  this  army  should  be  extirpated ! 
[Cries  of  Hear,  hear !]  He  did  not  mean 
the  extirpation  of  the  indiriduals,  but  the 
extirpation  of  their  existence  in  the  shape 
of  an  army.  Their  restless  agitation,  their 
unparalleled  fearlessness  of  death,  and 
their  unconquerable  passion  for  fflory, 
formed  their  very  excellence;  and  this 
would  ever  render  them  the  enemies  of  ihe 
tranquillity  of  the  world.  The  bon.  gen- 
tleman, after  a  few  more  remarks  on  the 
peculiar  crisis  at  which  we.  had.  arrived, 
concluded  with  giving  his  assent  to  the 
Address. 

Sir  Jakm  Ntuport  declared,  that  in  giving 
his  vote  he  should  look  at  the  question  di- 
vested of  all  the .  commentaries  he  had 
heard  upon  it.  He  should  not  vote  for 
it  under  the  same  view  as  the  hon.  gentle- 
man had  taken  of  it,  who  had  advised  the 
extermination  of  the  whole  French  army; 
because  such  an  idea  was  absurd,  and  if 
the  project  was  attempted,  it  would  ceB> 
tainly  be  the  most  unwise  crusade  that  had 
ever  been  heard  of.  He  would  go  as  far 
as  the  noble  lord  bad  gone,  but  no  farther. 
Instead  of  entertaining  any  abstruse  quaa- 
tion  of  peace  or  war^  he  should  wait  till 
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the  peini  wts  decided,  and  tbopld  then 
deliver  his  opinion,  however  painful  it 
might  be  to  hit  feeKngs.  At  present  the 
i|nestion  did  not  bind  any  member  to  sup- 
port  any  proceedings  that  would  involve 
this  country  in  a  war  so  wild  and  unjust  as 
to  attempt  to  dictate  to  any  nation  what 
form  of  government  it  should  adopk«  It 
was  advisable  that  this  country  should  be 
put  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  the  worst, 
and  to  take  such  measures  as  should  best 
enable  us  to  act  in  concert  with  our  Allies, 
for  the  security  of  all  Europe*  He  trusted, 
however,  that  nothing  but  circumstances 
of  absolute  compulsion  would  induce  us  to 
enter  into  a  new  war ;  and  believing  that 
this  would  be  our  line  of  conduct,  he 
should  support  the  Addresfi.  He  dissented, 
nevertheless,  with  reluctance,  from  the 
amendment  of  hil  hon.  friend,  not  because 
he  thought  that  those  words  did  not  convey 
a  proper  feeling,  but  because  he  did  not 
•  think  that  this  was  a  fit  opportunity  for 
the  House  to  pronounce  their  judgment, 
when  no  information  was  before  them. 
He  would  gife  his  vote  for  the  Address, 
because  he  saw  no  reason  for  .withholding 
bis  confidence  from  ministers  in  the  pre- 
aent  instance. 

'  Mr.  Odfaersaid,  he  rose  merely  to  speak 
to  a  matter  of  fact.  The  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  had  been  pleased  to  say  that  a 
French  vessel  had  been  brought  in  by  his 
Majesty's  cruisers  under  an  ambiguous 
understanding.  This  statement  was  toMlly 
unfounded.  He  had  not  officially  heara 
that  any  such  capture  had  been  made. 
He  had  heard  a  report  that  a  French  ship 
had  been  sent  in ;  but  whether  she  was 
navigated  under  the  Imperial  flag  of  France 
he  could  not  say.  If  .he  were  to  judge 
from  the  statements  of  some  merchants  of 
London,  he  should  believe  that  the  deten- 
tion bad  been  made  under  'the  Hovering 
Act,  and  that  the  ship  bore  the  white  flag. 
But  neither  directly  nor  indirectly  had  any 
orders  been  given  which  would  justify  any 
officer  to  interfere  even  with  the  tri-co- 
loored  flag  of  France.  The  ship  by  which 
the  French  vessel  was  said  to  to  have  been 
captured,  had  sailed  three  weeks  ago  for 
a  specific  purpose ;  and  it  was  scarcely 
possible  that  her  commander,  in  obedience 
to  bis  orders,  could  have  deemed  himself 
authorised  to  interfere  with  the  *  flag  of 
France,  of  whatever  •  colour  it  might  be. 
He  had  been  thus  explicit,  in  order  that  it 
might  not  be  supposed  that  this  country 
had  shown  any  bad  faith. 
«•  Mr,  UmAss  gave  his  full  concurrence  to 


the  motion.  He  took  a  view  of  what  had 
been  said  by  the  difierent  speakers,  and 
added,  as  his  own  opinion,  that  so  far  from 
thinking  the  Message  and  Address  to  be 
too  pacific,  his  only  (ear  was  that  they 
were  too  warlike.  He  nevertheless  saw 
nothing  objectionable  in  the  wording  of 
either,  as  they  were  applicable  either  Co 
peace  or  war.  But  it  was  imposnble  ndC 
to  be  a  little  alarmed  at  the  jDeclaration 
which  bore  besides  the  signatures  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Allied  Riwers,  those  of 
four  British  ministers.  If  this  docoment 
were  authentic,  all  doubts  must  be  at  an 
end ;  for  war  remained  not  to  be  delibe* 
rated  about,  but  was  actually  resolved  on. 
Yet  firom  the  tone  of  the  noble  lord  that 
day,  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  it 
would  appear  that  the  subject  was  still 
open  for  discusilon.  He  would  agreop 
that  under  the  present  circnmstances  of 
France,  the  contravention  of  the  Treaty 
by  BoonaparC6  was  a  snfficient  cause  for 
war,  and  the  revolution  ought  not  wholly 
to  prevent  the  interference  of  foreign 
nations ;  but  it  became  a  prudential  con* 
sideration  what  steps  ought  to  be  taken*; 
and  before  it  was  resolved  upon,  it  misht 
be  hoped  there  would  be  full  time  for  die- 
cussion.  He  would  defer  his  opinion  till 
he  heard  what  line  of  conduct  was  decided 
upon.  The  Declaration  of  the  Allies  cer* 
tainly  confined  the  war  to  a  much  more 
simple  object  than  that  of  his  hon.  friend 
who  had  contended  for  the  extinction  of 
the  whole  French  army ;  as  the  object  of 
the  Allies  could  only  be  the  depoeinff  of 
that  particular  man,  who,  by  his  condoct, 
they  declared  had  put  himself  out  of  the 
pale  of  civil  society.  He  should  be  happy 
if  he  could  entertain  the  sanguine  -belief 
of  his  noble  fnend,  that  a- large  proportion 
of  the  people  of  France  were  adverse  to 
the  dominion  of  Boonapari6;  hot  it  looked 
rather  suspicious,  that  with  only  a  handful 
of  armed  men,  he  should  be  able  to  mako 
his  wa^,  unmolested,  almost  from  *one 
extremity  of  the  kingdom  to  the  other. 
He  feared.  Jest  the  appearance  of  a  foreign 
force  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  coming 
with  profeMions  of  revenae  and  ruin^ 
might  have  the  effect  of  uniting  the  people 
even  though  a  great  proportion  of  them 
were  hostile  to  &onaparte,  and  thus  might 
throw  much  greater  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  peace.  Whatever  might  be  the  real 
intentions  of  Buonapart6,  it  was  much 
safer  for  him  to  hold  out  professions  of 
moderation  than  to  adopt  any  other  eourae. 
On  the  whole, .  he  nest  admit  that  he 
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•M  DCf  tafctjT  for  ikia  country  but  in  a  ] 
great  tad  exteouTe  esUbliBhinent.  He ' 
coald  iiot»  however,  but  deprecate  hoati- 
lltica,  if  Buonaparte  made  no  tigoi  for 
committing  actual  aggreauon»  becaoae  he 
4id  not  think  that  a  Tengthtned  war  could 
poiaibly  be  carried  0A»  if  attended,  at  it 
aauat  be,  with  the  pecoliar  expenaea  of 
tiMt  which  had  jast  ended.  But  if  it  was 
qeceaaary,  he  had  no  doubt  that  et ery 
effort  weuld  be  made  at  once,  aa  the  only 
way  by  which  iucceta  could  be  expec^dL 
The  bon.  gentkmaa  concluded  by  cau- 
tioning  the  Home  to  beware  of  teteriog 
^into  any  arrangement  with  the  Allies 
which  might  lead  to  dispute  hereafter. 

Lord  Aitharp  said,  the  main  queatioo  to 
be  decided  was,  whether,  if  war  was  to 
4  take  place,  it  waa  to  bo  a  war  of  defence 
Off  of  aggression  ?  In  1793  the  experiment 
of  forcing  a  gofornment  on  France  bad 
heen  tried  and  had  lailed,  and  he  thousht 
auch  an  attempt  now  would  be  attended 
'With  a  much  less  probable  degree  of  sue- 
^sesB  than  then.  Under  all  the  circum- 
etancea»  therefore,  he  was  farourable  to  the 
amendment 

Mr.  4^&0rcrom6aetook  a  view  of  the  nature 
of  the  Address,  and  declared  that  he  should 
have  liked  to  have  heard  the  question 
more  fully  discussed  than  it  iiad  been. 
•Ho  would  roienre  his  opinion  as  to  whether 
this  country  was  justified  in  going  to  war; 
but  with  reipect  to  the  necenity  of  pre<- 
eaotionary    neasures.   be   trusted  there 
could  not  be  a  dissentient  voice.    He  could 
havo  wished  that  no  amendment  bad  (leen 
^proposed ;    as  the  tone  of  ministera  was 
•certainly  less  high  than  that  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  the  Allied  Powers.    As  the  House 
ivas  not  in  a  situation  of  ofieriog  any 
•advice  to  the  Grown«  there  was  no  resource 
but  in  leaving  the  whole  subject  lo  the 
responsibility  of  ministers*    It  w«s  i mpos« 
aible  for  fafm»  bowoveff«  to  vote  against  tbe 
words  of  his  hon.  friend'a  amendment, 
becaioae  the  noble  lord  might  deri-ve  great 
adyantage   from  the   aasendment  f^ing 
(iiegathrao,  and  the  opinions  of  all  those 
umo  did  nogatiire  it  might  be  eubject  to  a 
degree  of  miscoostruotion. 

Mr,  JSUlm  said  the  Address  eeemod  to 
•DMOt  with  the  general  af»pN>bation  of  the 
House,  and  ehooM  htsm  his  support.  The 
Amendment  of  the  hen.  gentleman  veem- 
od  framed  witb  «  wish  that  no  meaaures 
ahould  be  taken  but  with  a  view  to  peace 
with  the  person  now  at  the  head  ^  the 
ftuaeh  Governmont.  This  was  a  propo- 
whioli  0*  ftoioat  Im  ^prui  not  pre- 


pared to  approve^  nor  on  the  other  hnad 
was  ho  prepared  to  say  that  a  contrary 
course  ought  to  be  taken.  The  decision 
on  this  point  must  depend  on  circum- 
stances with  which  he  waa  not  acquainted 
-^circumstances  which  perhaps  were  not 
at  present  known  oven  to  uaintatora* 
Placed  in  thia  situation,  till  further  in- 
formation could  be  giveui  they  ought  not 
to  take  apon  themselves  to  deckle  on  a 
subject  of  sucb  importance.  The  Ad- 
dress»  he  was  of  opinion,  went  to  band  tbe 
House  to  nothing  to  which  they  could 
hesitate  to  give  their  sanction. 

Mr.  Tiermy  stated  it  to  be  his  intentiim 
to  vole  in  favour  of  tbe  Amendment.     Hie 
object    was   to  arm  ministers  with    the 
powers  for  which  they  called ;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  wished  to  have  aomo  guard 
on  their  conduct,  aa  from  the  apeech  of 
the  noble  lord  he  could  not  bat  conaidcr 
them  disposed  to^  ^consult  tbe  security  of 
this  country,  not  in  a  state  of  peace,  but' 
of  war.     He  wished  the  House  to  remem- 
ber how  often  the  British  Parliament  bad 
been  aocoaed  in  foreign  connlries  of  atlr- 
ring  up  wars ;  and  he  thought  thia  idea 
would  be  strengthened,  if,  on  the  preaont 
occasion,  tb«y  came  to   a   vote   whidt 
wookl  almost  amount  to  a  direct  declara- 
tion in  favour  of  a  renewal  of  war.     He 
had  beard  that  treaties   of  subsidy  bad 
already  been  negociated.    He  shodklored 
at  the  expenses  which  a  new  war  moat 
throw  on  the  coentry ;  but  if  the  state  of 
the  world  should  seem  to  make  this  ne- 
eessary^  he  should  oonakler  he  did  his  duty 
to  his  country  in  ooaaenting  to  each  an 
mcreaae  of  the  public  cxpendttuve.    If  It 
was  thought  thm  peace  could  not  be  at- 
tained but  by  dethroning  Buonapart^i  the 
prospect  now  before  the  country  appalled 
hrm  to  the  heart.    Oreat  exertions  had 
been  made  by  England  within  the  last 
two  years ;  but  no  man,  at  all  acquainted 
with  the  slate  of  our  ftsanceai  could  aav, 
that«t  the  end  of  the  next  two  years  the 
country  would  be  in  a  situation  to  support 
a  new  cesMOfft»  if  the  people  were  not 
united  in  tbi*irsentimemS|  and  had  notthoir 
adfairs  oonducted  by  on   admiaiatintion 
which  possessed  tbeir  confidence.     Hki 
object  was  to  maim  the  war  a  just  and 
necessary  one.      The  Amendment  pro- 
posed, tended  to  the  accomplishment  of 
this  object ;  and  he  waa  of  opinion  it  did 
not  go  too  far.    He  trusted  ho  shouM  not 
be  considered  us  the  defender  of  Buonu*> 
part^i  or  as  one  who  wished  to  throw  im- 
pediBwota  hi  tho  wty  of  his  onn  gkvera* 
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menty  when  Im  stated  these  to  be  his  sen- 
timenu.  if  sach  motives  were  imputed 
to  him,  he  should  treat  them  with  the 
contempt  with  whkti  he  hsd  heretofore 
boon  acenstomed  to  regard  soch  impofta- 
tioBS.  He  was  convinced,  that  in  order 
to  sopport  another  war^  it  would  be  ne- 
oessary  th^t  the  Government  should  carry 
the  peopile  with  them ;  andxthis  could  not 
be  done,  if  the  contest  were  not  made  to 
appear  to  them  jmt  and  necessary.  If  a 
war  were  undertaken  with  any  heated 
views  of  dethroning  Boonspsrrt,  or  pu* 
nishing  France  for  pqtting  away  one  go- 
vernment  and  setting  up  another,  be  could 
•ot  but  s!|odder  for  the  result.  He  wish- 
ed the  Address  of  that  House  to  go  forth 
So  the  world,  expressing  their  readiness 
to  support  the  Oovernment  in  a  just  and 
necessary  war,  but  also  expressing  an 
anxious  wish  that  no  means  should  be 
left  untried  to  secure  the  continuance  of 
peace. 

Mr.  Ckarits  Grani,  jon.  agreed  with  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  who  bad  jast  sat 
down,  that  ministers  could  not  sopport  a 
new  war  cmleM  they  carried  the  people 
atoBg  with  them ;  but  he  contended  that 
the  Amendment  which  had  been  proposed 
was  not  necessary  to  effect  this.  The 
opoech  of  his  noble  friend  had  been  as 
much  drstingotshed  by  tnoderatton,  as  the 
Message  which  was  the  subject  of  it,  and 
which  had  met  with  general  approbation. 
The  arguments  of  those  who  supported 
the  Amendment  on  the  ground  that  the 
speech  of  the  noble  lord  was  in  a  more 
warlike  tone  than  ttie  Message  of  the 
Prince  Regent,  were  tlierefbre,  to  his  Opi- 
nion, witboat  fbondatron.  Some  members 
in  the  course  of  the  debate  had  faHen  on 
the  assumption,  that  the  present  revolu- 
tion in  France  wos  a  revolution  of  the 
people.  This,  be  contended,  was  a  sul^ect 
for  future  inquiry.  At  present  there  was 
a  swuggle  tn  Frsnce  on  the  question  of 
peace  or  war,  and  the  war  party  seemed 
to  be  triumphant.  It  was  for  that  House 
to  act  on  a  knowledge  of  the  existing 
danger.  Knowing  the  character  of  the 
man  now  at  the  head  of  sffiitrs  in  France, 
knowing  the  description  of  the  persons 
by  whom  tie  was  surrounded,  -knowing 
wiiat  his  conduct  bad  been  for  twenty 
vears,  op  to  the  last  flagitious  act  {for  so 
be  would  cM  it),  which  had  again  brought 
kin  before  the  world,  H  was  «bselmely 
necessary  Kbat  their  measures  should  be 
framed  aecordingly. 

Mr.  fnUim  8mih  said,  he  bad 


on  the  course  be  should   pursue   from 
hearing  the  speech  of  the  noble  lord  who 
moved  the  Address.     But   for   that  be 
should  have  concurred  in  the  Address  as 
first  moved  ;  but  be  now  felt  it  his  doty  to 
vote  for  the  Amendment  of  his  hon.  friend. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just 
sat  down,  had  said,  that  the  speech  of  the 
noble  lord  was  not  more  warlike  than  the 
Message  of  the  Prince  Regent.    He  was 
glad  to  bear  this  asserted ;  and  if  the  nobia 
lord  woold  rise  up  and  concur  in  that  in* 
terpretation  of  his  speech,  even  now  he, 
for  one,  would  sopport  the  Address.    Un- 
less this  were  done,  he  should  feel  it  to 
be  his  doty  to  support  the  Amendment. 
The 'noble  lord  had  ssid,  that  nine-tenths 
of  the  population  of  France  were  in  fa* 
vour  of  the  Bourbons.    If  he  were  of  the 
noble  lord's  opinion,  he  should  at  once  be 
satisfied  that  no  moral  objections  coald  be 
urged   in  opposition  to  hostilities  being 
commenced  against  Buonaparte ;  but  when 
he  saw  how  th^t  man  had  marched,  or 
rather  walked  in  France,  from  South  to 
North,  without  opposition,  he  oould  not 
but  tMnk  the  probability  was,  that  nine- 
tenths  of  the  people  were  for  him.    He 
was  fflad  the  Slave  Trade  had  been  abo- 
lished, and  wished  the  Bourbons  (whom 
be  shooM  rejoice  to  see  established  on  the 
throne)  had  been  strons enough. to  venture 
on  such  a  measure.     He  did  justice  to  the 
exertions  of  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
on  the  subject  of  the  Slave  Trade ;    but 
when  be  saw  that  done  at  once  by  Buona- 
parte, which  the  Bourbons  could  not  ven-> 
tore  upon  in  less  than  five  years,  he  could 
not  help  thinking  that  the  forsner  govern- 
ment were  less  powerful  than  the  present, 
or  that  they  were  not  altogether  sincere 
in  the  wish  they  expressed*    He  had  as 
little  respect  for  the  motive  which  had 
actuated  Buonaparte  tn    abolishing    thk 
Slave  Trade,  as  for  those  which  guided 
his  conduct  in  oiher  transactions.     Ho 
had  no  doubt  it  was  dictated  by  interest ; 
but  whatever  his  conduct  had  been,  ho 
hoped  the  nation  would  not  hastily  be 
plunged  into  a  new  war. 

Mr.  Robhuon,  from  the  opportunities  ha 
had  had  last  year  of  ascertaining  the  sen* 
timents  of  the  people  t>f  France,  with  re* 
spect  to  Buonaparte,  thought  he  could 
take  upon  himself  to  say  that  the  general 
feeltnu  was  against  him.  He  was  looked 
upon  by  almost  all  classes  as  the  author  of 
the  misfortunes  which  had  befallen  them* 
and  his  system  seemed  to  be  universally 
esf^eraied.    He  did  not  say  that  thia  feeU 
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jng  would  have  disposed  them  to  rise 
mgainU  Baonaptrt£ ;  but  he  tbooght  it  was 
pretty  strongly  shewn  in  their  not  rising 
for  bin.  £f  ery  artifice  bad  been  resorted 
to  by  Baonapart6  to  excite  •  strong  feel- 
ing against  the  Allies,  in  order  to  make 
the  war  national,  and  had  totally  failed. 
Such  being  the  feeling  last  year,  there 
must  be  strong  circumstances  that  would 
convince  himi  that  it  was  wholly  extin- 
guished in  the  present,  and  that  a  state  of 
things  favourable  to  their  wishes,  should 
have  disposed  them  to  turn  from  the  Go- 
vernment to  whom  they  owed  the  advan- 
tageous change  which  bad  been  effected, 
to  him  who  had  been  the  object  of  their 
hate.  This  to  him  would  be  miraculous. 
That  which  had  struck  him  roost  in  the 
course  of  the  last  year,  wu  the  want  of 
energy  which  appeared  in  the  French  cha- 
racter. To  him  their  spirits  seemed  to 
have  been  quite  worn  out.  They  seemed 
to  wish  for  peace  ;  and  hoping  this  would 
be  the  result  of  the  invasion  of  their  coun- 
try, they  did  not  care  to  oppose  it.  From 
what  he  had  observed  of  the  French  cha- 
racter at  that  time,  he  was  not  surprised, 
when  Baonapart6  appeared  among  them 
on  a  sudden  like  an  apparition,  that  he 
should  have  been  able  to  advance  without 
opposition  from  the  people.  The  soldiers 
bad  certainly  always  been  for  him ;  but 
that  no  opposition  had  been  given  to  him, 
did  not  prove  to  his  mind  that  the  great 
body  of  the  people  were  indifferent  to  the 
change  which  had  taken  place,  and  still 
less  that  they  were  favourably  disposed  to 
him. 

.  Mr.  PItmkeii  said,  he  should  have  thought, 
that  on  the  subject  of  the  proposed  Ad- 
dress, there  would  have  been  but  one  opi- 
nion in  the  country— that  at  a  crisis  so 
important  the  hands  of  Government  ought 
to  be  strengthened,  and  enabled  to  take 
such  measures,  in  concert  with  their  Allies, 
as  circumstances  should  require.  To  be 
lulled  into  security  by  any  good  acts 
which  Buonaparte  might  perform  at  such 
a  time,  would  be  to  be  greatly  wanting  to 
ourselves.  The  Amendment  containeof  no 
assertion  which  was  not  in  itself  perfectly 
true  and  just;  but.  unseasonably  intro- 
duced, it  would  by  implication  throw  a 
censure  on  ministers  which  was  not  true, 
and  unjust.  The  Amendment,  if  adopted, 
would,  by  implication  accuse  the  Go?ern- 
nent  of  wishing  to  involve  the  nation  in 
an  unjust  and  unnecessary  war.  If  the 
House  were  to  assent  to  the  proposition  of 
the  bon.  gentleman,  they  would  indirectly 


be  understood  to  decide,  that,  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case,  peace  would 
be  preferable  to  war.     He  was  not  pre* 
pared  to  come  to  such  a  decision.     He 
was  not  for  entering  into  an  unnecessary 
war,  nor  was '  be  willing  to  repose  on  a 
hollow  and  insecure  peace.     In  the  events 
which  had  taken  place  he  could  see  justi- 
fiable cause  of  war.    This  he  thought  be- 
yond aij  doubt.    The  only  question  to  be 
considered  was  one  of  very  great  import* 
ance— the  expediency  of  acting  upon  that 
cause  of  war.     He  had  no  difficulty  what- 
ever in  voting  for  the  Address.  t 
^Lord   Caulereagh  said,  that  what  had 
fallen  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  had  relieved  him  from 
the  necessity  of  stating  much  of  what  he 
had  it  in  contemplation  to  offer,  on  the 
subject  of  the  Amendment  which   had 
been  moved  to  the  Address.    From  what 
that  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said,  the 
House  would  feel  that  nothing  could  be 
more  cruel  than  to  bring  forward  as  an 
amendment  certain  truisms,  which  went 
by  implication  to  impute  to  ministers  a 
design  to  commence  a  war  which  was  not 
warranted  by  justice,  necessity,  and  good 
faith  to  his  Majesty's  Allies.     He  looked 
upon  this  question,  as  the  right  hon.  gtn* 
tieman  did,  as  one  entitled  to  the  gravest 
consideration,  and  as  being  one  of  the 
most  important  and  momentous  on  which 
any  government  had  ever  been   called 
upon  to  decide.     It  was  for  the  Govern- 
ment of  this  country  to  consider  whether 
the  interests  of  Europe  called  upon  them, 
in  concert  with  their  Allies,  to  prefer  a 
state  of  war  or  of  armed  defence.    In 
moving  the  Address,  and  stating  the  two 
altemaiives,  he  had  said  nothing  with  a 
view  to  bind  the  House  to  one  of  them 
more  than  to  the  other.    If  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  had  moved  the  Amendment, 
or  those  gentlemen  who  had  supported  it, 
meant  to  declare  that  ministers  ought  to 
be  bound  to  one  of  them,  they  owed  it  to 
the-country  and  themselves  not  to  endea- 
vour to  effect  their  object,  by  moving  a 
string  of  truisms  to  bind  down  the  Govern- 
ment by  implication,  but  to  embody  their 
sentiments  in  a  specific  resolution.    The 
Government  ought  not  to  be  crippled  in 
its  negociations  with  friendly  Powers,  and 
prejudiced  in  iu  transactions  with  that 
country  most  concerned  in  the  result  of 
the  present  state  of  things,  by  restrictions 
introduced  by  a  side  wind  ;  the  necessity 
for  which  those  who  brought  them  for<* 
ward  wore  not  prepared  openly  to  deobro* ' 
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With  respect  to  what  had  been  said  by 
the  hon.  gentlemao  on  the  subject  of  the 
negociations  at  ChalilloD,  he  had  to  answeri 
that  because  tero^s  had  theo  been  offered 
to  Buonapan^i  accepted^  and  departed 
from  by  him  before  they  could  be  carried 
into  execution,  it  did  not  follow^  that  if, 
on  a  future  occasion,  he,  in  his  weakness, 
should  be  disposed  to  accept  of  those 
terms,  that  they  were  to  be  conceded  to 
him.  Nor  ought  the  Allies  to  be  in- 
fluenced at  such  a  time  by  his  publishing 
decrees,  conformable  to  the  line  of  policy 
which  they  had  adopted,  and  in  favour  of 
that  to  which  he  'had  been  the  greatest 
enemy  before.  On  the  subject  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  the  noble  lord  took  occasion 
to  observe,  that  the  favour  which  Buona- 
parte had  done  the  cause  of  humanity,  was 
not  quite  so  great  as  the  hon.  member 
seemed  to  imagine,  as  he  had  always  been 
the  most  declared  enemy  to  the  abolition, 
nor  was  he  now  to  be  confided  in.  He  re- 
peated that  it  by  no  means  followed,  that 
the  terms  formerly  offered  to  Buonapari^ 
in  concert  with  the  Allies,  ought  now 
to  be  submitted  to  him.  He  did  not 
assert  that  ihia  would  not  be  done,  but  he 
contended  it  did  not  necessarily  follow 
that  it  should.  Thia  the  Allies  had  for- 
merly  felt,  before  they  bad  reached  Paris. 
When  Buonaparte  perceived  they  were 
advancing  in  that  direction,  he  had  oSered 
to  accept  of  those  terms  from  which  he 
had  previously  withdrawn  himself,  and 
was  answered,  that  the  time  for  treating 
with  him  on  those  conditions  was  then 
gone  by ;  and  his  having  departed  from 
them  once,  was  considered  a  sufficient 
reason  for  not  acceding  to  his  wishes  at  a 
subsequent  period.  Would  it  be  main- 
tainedi  that  under  any  circumstances  an 
individual  who  had  foiled  them  so  often, 
was  still  entitled  to  the  terms  they  for- 
merly offered  him?  and  while  he  came 
nnblushingly  forward}  having  deceived 
them  once  more,  was  he  still  to  be  con- 
sidered in  the  same  point  of  view  as  for- 
merly ?  It  might  be  thought  that  an  armed 
Mace  would  be  preferable  to  a  state  of  war, 
mt  the  danger  ought  fairly  to  be  looked 
at :  and,  knowing  that  good  faith  was  oppo- 
aite  to  the  system  of  the  party  to  be  treated 
with,  knowing  that  the  rule  of  his  conduct 
was  self-interest,  regardless  of  every  other 
«onsidecatioD,  lahatever  decision  they  came 
to,  must  rest  on  the  principle  of  power, 
and  not  on  that  of  reliance  on  the  man. 
tTo  the  Declaration  which  had  been  pub- 
lished, the  Government  of  this  country 
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could  not  have  been  a  party  at  the  time  is 
appeared ;  but  he  did  not  hesitate  to  op- 
hold  and  justify  it,  though,  from  the 
circumstances  under  which  it  was  issued, 
and  the  changes  that  had  since  taken 
place,  which  at  that  period  were  not 
known,  that  Declaration  was  not  to  be  coo« 
sidered  as  a  declaration  of  war.  Had  it 
been  received  in  that  light,  ii  would  have 
become  the  duty  of  ministers  to  issue  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal  immediately. 
He  agreed  with  his  right  hon.  friend,  that 
the  great  names  affixed  to  the  Declaration 
of  the  Allies,  furnished  the  best  refutation 
of  the  tortured  meanings  which  had  been 
attached  to  it.  They  were  justified,  how- 
ever,  in  holding  Buonaparte  out  as  an  ob- 
ject of  terror,  and  in  endeavouring,  by  all 
legitimate  means,  to  destroy  and  extinguish 
his  power.  Statements  had  been  made 
within  those  walls,  respecting  persons  in 
friendship  with  this  country^  which  were 
more  likely  to  expose  the  parties  to  assassi- 
nation, than  any  thing  contained  in  the 
paper  which  had  been  so  much  animad- 
verted upon.  When  a  hope  was  expressed 
that  this  country  and  its  Allies  would  not 
engage  in  a  war  of  aggression,  he  wished 
to  guard  the  councils  of  the  Allies  from 
such  an  imputation,  if  they  should  proceed 
to  repel  an  aggression  which  had  been 
already 'c6mmitted.  We  had  a  full,  suffi- 
cient, and  moral  justification  in  commen* 
cing  war  against  Napoleon,  if  we  considered 
it  wise  and  right  to  do  so.  The  Govern** 
ment  would  act  in  concert  with  the  Allies; 
and  his  Majesty's  ministers,  he'  contended, 
were  entitled  to  claim  that  their  responsi- 
bility should  not  be  broken  in  upon  by  the 
truisms  of  the  honourable  gentleman. 

Mr.  PoRseni^  shortly  gave  his  reasons 
for  not  voting  for  the  Amendment.  The 
spieech  of  the  noble  lord  he  thought  bad 
been  much  over-stated.  He  had  been  re- 
presented to  have  spoken  as  if  he  was  re* 
solved  on  immediate  war,  if  he  could  but 
persuade  the  AHim  to  take  part  in  it.  He 
understood  no  such  statement  to  have  been 
made.  He  wished  to  ask  the  noble  lord  if 
he  had  said  this  ?  [A  cry  from  the  Oppo- 
sition of"  the  question  is  not  answered."] 

Lord  CkM/ierMJ^A  said,  that  on  this  subject 
he  had  given  no  opinion. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  he  was  right,  then, 
I  in  what  he  had  said.  The  speech  of  the 
noble  lord  had  not  been  fairly  described* 
If  it  should  hereafter  appear  tpat  Govern* 
ment  unnecessarily  engaged  in  war,  none 
of  his  friends  would  surpass  him  in  seal  to 
heap   censures  on   their  conduct.     The 
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Amendment  to  him  appeared  perfectly  on* 
necessary.  Hia  hon.  friend  seemed  to  bare 
intended  it  to  assist  him  (Mr.  P.)  in  de- 
ciding on  the  Address  before  him  ;  but  he 
wished  to  inform  his  hon.  friend  (in  perfect 
good  natare)  that  he  was  not  qoite  such  a 
foot,  but  he  coald  understand  what  had 
been  submitted  to  them  without  his  auist* 
nnce. 

The  House  then  divided: 
For  Mr.  Whitbread's  Amendment ...  37 
Against  it 2s;0 


Majority # 

The  Address  was  then  agreed  to. 

Lkt  qfthe  Minority, 
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Abercrombie,  J.  • 
Bnnd^T. 

Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 
Burrell,  hon.  P.  D. 
Burdett,  sir  P. 
Butterworth,  J. 
Bamardy  Lord 
Bewicke,  C. 
Campbell,  J. 
Calvert,  Chas. 
Coke,  T.  W. 
Duncannon,  lord 
Dundas,  hon.  L. 
Fereusaon,  sir  R. 
Qoraon,  Robert 
Homer,  F, 
Heathcote,  sir  0. 
Hamilton,  £d.  A. 
Kemp,  T. 
LamMoDy  F.  G. 


Lemon,  sirW. 
Moore,  Peter 
Martin,  H. 
Martin,  J. 
Molyneuz,  H. 
North,  D. 
Osborne,  lord  F. 
Pigott,  sir  A. 
Tierse,  H. 
RidleT,  sir  M.  W. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
,  Bamsden,  J. 
Smith,  J. 

Tiemey,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wilkins,W.  . 
Walpole,  Jion.  G. 

TCLi^sas. 
Althorp,  lord 
Smith,  W. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Mmia^.  April  10. 
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Marquis  IPe//c«/«y  observed*  that  the  Papers 
on  the  table  did  not  appear  to  him  to  con* 
tain  sefficient  information  to  satisfy  the 
judgment  of  the  House ;  yet,  extraordinary 
as  was  the  original  rite»  the  rapid  fait,  and 
tin  sudden  reeufrection  of  the  present 
ruler  of  France,  these  Papers  contained 
passages  more  likely  to  attract  the  atten- 
tion of  history,  than  any  part  of  his  career. 
To  these  passages,  the  Jioble  marquis  said 
it  was  his  inteniion  to  call  the  attention  of 
their  lordships.  He  should  mention  Wed- 
nesday, if  that  were  not  deemed  an  incon- 
venient day  ;  and  on  that  occasion  a^so  be 
wouM  move  for  such  additional  informa- 
tion aa  he  tliooght  necessary;  adding, 
that  be  should  feel  it  his  duty  to  animad- 
vcf  t  upon  the  general  aspect  of  the  trans* 
action  referred  to— upon  its  immediate 
resaUs,  and  probable  consequences. 


Earl  GrtysM,  that  another  transaction 
referred  to  in  the  Papers  on  the  table,  ap« 
peered  to  him  to  require  farther  explana« 
tion  from  his  Majesty's  Government:  he 
meant  with  respect  to  Genoa,  and  he  would 
take  an  opportunity  of  moving  for  such 
information  on  Wednesday,  if  there  should 
be  tione  enough  to  enter  upon  the  subject 
after  the  motion  of  the  noble  marquis  should 
be  disposed  of. 

The  Earl  of  Lherpool  expressed  his  rea« 
diness,  as  he  had  communicated  to  the  noble 
earl,  to  produce  any  information  which  he 
was  capable  of  affording,  consistently  with 
his  view  of  public  duty;  and  he  waa 
equally  ready  to  comply  with  the  wishea 
of  the  noble  marquis  if,  as  a  matter  of 
convenience,  he  would'  inform  him  what 
information  pr  papers  he  required. 

Marquis  WcUaUy  said,  that  he  had 
already  communicated  to  the  noble  earl 
the  Papers  which  he  at  present  had  in 
view :  and  if  any  farther  should  occur  to 
him  before  Wednesday,  he  would  let  the 
noble  earl  know  it. 

The  Marquis  of  Dottgias  requested  to 
know  from  the  noble  earl,  whether  he  had 
any  thing  farther  to  lay  before  the  Hoese 
with  respect  to  the  communications  of 
lord  William  Bentinck  with  certain  Italian 
officers,  and  also  with  regard  to  certain 
cessions  to  Austria  in  the  North  of  Italy  ? 

The  Earl  of  Ld»erpool  replied,  that  he 
had  already  laid  on  the  table  ail  the  Papers 
with  respect  to  Italy,  of  which  the  Prince 
Begent  had  onlered  the  production ;  but 
it  was  competent  to  the  noble  lord  to 
move  for  any  farther  information  he  de« 
sired. 


BOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 

J^fondoy,  AfrU  10. 

Prnnoii  op  Ma.  LATnaop  MaaxAY.] 
Sir  Sammel  RomiUy  said,  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  having  been  eo  obliging  as  to  in* 
form  him,  that  the  case  of  Lathrop  Murray* 
which  he  had  some  time  ago  brought 
before  the  House,  was  not  auch  as  to  call 
for  the  mercy  of  the  Crown,  he  folt  it  his 
duty  to  present  the  Petition  of  which  he 
had  spqken  when  he  had  first  mentioned 
the  basiness.  He  did  not  mean  to  blame 
the  respectable  Judge  wbo  had  pasaed  the 
sentence,  nor  did  he  mean  to  censure  the 
Secretary  of  Sute.  He  erould  etate  the 
case  from  the  report  of  the  short-band 
writers.  Mr.  Murray,  who  was  an  ofiker 
and  had  served  in  Spain,  was  married  in 
i797j  in  Londonderry  in  Ireland,  to  a  lady 
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of  the  name  ef  Mmnbtll.  He  wai  married 
by  a  Dtnenling  mioitter.  Dr.  Blacky  the 
efergymao  who  married  him.  had  in  hit 
"evidence  laid  thai  he  was  younger  than  the 
lady,  and  (hat  he  had  teen  Mr.  Murray 
bat  once  at  a  distenting  congregation. 
Mr.  Murray  contracted  a  tecond  marriage 
ertth  a  lady  in  London,  In  1801,  alter  he 
bad  been  infoniied,  at  be  taid,  by  two  civi* 
liant  ihat  the  firtt  marriage  wat  not  valid 
by  law.  There  wat  no  evidence  thtt  the 
aecond  wife  wat  not  fully  apprited  of  the 
firtt  marriage^  nor  even  waa  there  mfficient 
proof  that  there  wat  a  tecond  marriage, 
ne  mentioned  the  cate  only  with  a  view 
4o  the  apportionment  of  ponithmefiC. 
Mr,  Murray  wat  tentenced  to  teven  yeart 
transportation.  Thtt  wat  the  severest  pu- 
sithment  which  could  be  inflicted  under 
the  mott  aggravated  circumttancet  for  the 
crime  of  bigamy.  But  even  allowing  the 
firtt  marriage,  and  that  there  was  full 
proof  of  the  second  marriage,  this  was  not 
•  bigamy  under  those  aggravated  circum* 
atancts.  There  was  an  affidavit  from  the 
aecond  wife«  that  she  had  been  fully  ap- 
prised of  .the  first  marriage ;  and  sordy 
there  was  a  wide  dittinction  to  be  made 
between  a  man  marrying  a  tecond  if  ife 
and  previontly  informing  her  that  he  had 
been  married  before*  and  a  man  marrying 
a  tecond  wMe  and  impoting  himtelf  on 
her  at  a  single  man.  An  hon.  member 
had  taid  that  if  Mr.  Murray  did  not  de- 
serve his  sentence  for  bigamy,  he  deserved 
it  for  swindling.  But  he  (sir  Samuel) 
could  not  believe  thai  the  Secretary  of 
State  would  proceed  on  such  a  ground. 
It  was  against  every  principle  of  law,  that 
a  person  should  sufler  the  punishment  for 
tone  crime  which  he  deserved  for  another. 
At  anv  rate,  there  should  be  some  inquiry 
into  toe  reality  of  the  second  crime,  before 
the  punisbment  was  inflicted  Mr.  Mur- 
ray wu  most  anxious  that  there  should  be 
every  inquiry  made  into  the  charge  of 
-awindling  against  him,  in  the  full  confi- 
dence that  the  charge  would  be  found  to 
be  wrong.  Sir  Samuel  said  he  did  not 
mean  to  pren  the  petition  in  any  adverse 
sense ;  but  he  thought,  that  at  any  rste 
the  House  should  have  the  Recorder's 
Teport  to  the  Secretary  of  State  before 
them. 

The  SoUeitor  General  rote  and  taid,  that 
in  hit  own  opinion,  and  that  of  hit  learned 
friend  the  Attorney  General,  after  having 
examined  every  act  of  parliament  in  Ire- 
land respecting  the  valid  itjr  of  the  marriage 
ceremony,  the  first  marriage  of  the  peli- 
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tioner  wu  a  legal  one*  Ha  covld  state 
also,  that  some  years  ago  certain  very 
eminent  civilians  in  that  country  were 
consulted  retpecifng  that  marriage,  all  of 
whom  declared  that  it  wat  a  legal  one, 
and  that  no  Eccletiattical  Court  in  Ireland 
would  venture  to  tet  it  atide.  The  ques- 
tion which  the  learned  Judge  who  tried 
the  cate,  had  promised  to  reserve  for  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges,  was^  not  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  first  marriage,  but  whether, 
uuder  the  act  of  parliament,  a  single  wit- 
ness who  was  present  at  a  marriage,  toge- 
ther with  the  registry  of  it,  were  sufficient 
to  establish  its  having  taken  place.  ^  Upon 
that  point,  however,  he  had  no  doubt; 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  member  then 
referred  to  a  case  in  which  lord  Mansfield 
had  decided,  in  opposition  to  sir  William 
Blackstone,  that  the  registry  of  a  marriage 
alone  was  sufficient  evidence  to  prove  the 
marriage.  The  Solicitor  Gkneral  said,  he 
had  no  doubt  upon  his  mind,  therefore,  as 
to  the  legality  of  the  conviction. 

Sir  S.  BamiUy  admitted  that  bigamy  was 
always  a  profanation  of  a  sacred  ceremony; 
but  thought  that  the  crime  was  much 
*ggrav*ted  when  it  produced  the  misery 
and  ruin  of  the  second  wife.  If  in  a  case 
that  was  not  aggravated  by  this  circum- 
stance, the  severest  measure  of  punishment 
was  inflicted,  how  would  they  deal  with 
itn  aggravated  case  ?  In  this  instance,  the 
petitioner,  who  was  a  gentleman  by  eda* 
cation  and  profession,  was  treated  like  a 
common'  felon,  and  had  the  severest  pu- 
nishment inflicted  that  it  was  possible  to 
pronounce* 

Mr.  Addmgtcn  said,  that  the  case  had 
been  most  maturely  and  impartially 
considered  by  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State.  The  law  part  of  the  case  was  sub-  . 
mitied  to  the  law  officer,  and  the  meriu 
of  the  case  referred  to  the  respectable 
Judge  who  tried  it 

The  Petition  of  Robert  William  Feltfaam 
Lathrop  Murray,  late  a  captain  in  hia 
Majestjr's  Royal  Waggon  Train,  was  then 
presented  and  read  ;  stating,  *'  That  the 
petitioner  has  been  prosecuted  by  a  person 
named  John  Pickering  for  bigamy,  for 
having,  nearly  twenty  yeara  ago,  when  ^ 
only  eighteen  years  of  age,  serving  with 
his  regiment  in  Ireland,  been  entrapped 
into  a  marriage  ceremony  with  Alicia 
Marshall,  a  Woman  nearly  twice  his  age, 
which  ceremony  was  performed  by  a 
person  named  Robert  Black,  declaring 
himtelf  to  be  a  Dissenting  preacher,  never 
having  been  in  any  way  ordained ;   and 
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the  petitiQner,  beiog  a  ProteBtant  of  the 
EttabJished  Church,  and  being  educated 
at  Westminster  School  and  the  Unit ersity 
of  Cambridge,  and  the  ceremony  itself, 
such  as  it  was,  being  performed  without 
banns  or  licence  in  a  private  .room  of  the 
woman's  house,  no  person  being  present 
but  her  own  family,  and  with  the  total 
omission  of  all  those  forms  and  ceremonies 
by  which  the  marriage  contract  is  sup- 
posed to  be  rendered  binding,  more  espe- 
cially as  the  petitioner,  being  a  minor 
entitled  to  considerable  landed  property 
in  Shropshire  on  coming  of  age,  and  being 
then  under  the  controul  of  guardians,  was 
incapable  of  legalfy  entering  into  a  mar- 
riage contract;  and  that  there  was  no 
proof  whatever  of  the  second  marriage 
with  one  Catherine  Clarke  but  the  oath 
of  the  said  Robert  Black,  the  Irish  Dissent- 
ing preacher,  and  John  Reeves,  the  police 
clerk  at  Union  Hall,  who  swore  that  the 
petitioner  admitted  there  that  he  had  mar- 
ried her  the  said  Catherine  Clarke  ;— and 
also  stating  other  particulars  as  set  forth 
in  his  Petition,  and  complaining  of  the 
sentence  passed  upon  him ;  and  that  the 
petitioner,  having  thus  .submitted  his  case 
to  the  House,  which  he  is  induced  to  do 
from  the  accumulated  punishments  he  has 
already  bad  inflicted  on  him,  and  from  his 
apprenensjon  of  being  transported  with 
the  commonest  convicts  to  Botany  Bay,  a 
punishment  worse  to  him  than  death  itself, 
con6dently  relies  on  the  justice  of  the 
House  to  a£R>rd'him  that  relief  which  in  its 
wisdom  may  appear  meet/' 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

COHORBSS    AT    ViENN A -— CONTINENTAL 

Afpaibs.  Mr.  WkUbread^  adverting  to  the 
papers  which  had  been  laid  on  the  table 
in  return  to  the.  Address  of  the  House  of 
March  the  20th^  for  information  relative  to 
the  progress  of  the  Congress  tit  Vienna, 
observed,  that  the  communications  which 
had  been  made  were  most  meagre  and  in- 
sufficient He  could  not  but  suppose  that 
it  was  impossible  but  tbat  in  the  coarse  of 
the  proceedings  of  Coogreu  other  transfers 
and  annexations  most  have  taken  place, 
besides  that  of  Genoa.  Indeed,  the  noble 
lord  bad  himself  spoken;  the  other  night, 
of  the  transfer  of  a  part  of  Saxony,  and 
had  talked  of  the  transfer  of  the  whole  of 
it,  in  a  letter  published  in  the  Morning 
Chronicle  of  that  day— -a  letter  which, 
whether  with  reference  to  the  tone  assumed 
by  the  noble  lord  as  the  pupisher  of  kings, 
whether  with  reference  to  the  facility  with 
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which  he  spoke  of  the  deatnietion  of  the 
independence  of  Saxony,  whether  with 
reference  to  the  moderation  with  which 
he  characterised. the  conduct  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia,  whether  with  reference  to 
the  utter  contempt  with  which  he  treated 
the  rights  of  all  nations,  or.  whether  with 
reference  to  the  quality  of  the  composition 
itself,  was  matchless.  As  a  diplomatic 
production  it  absolutely  stood  without 
competition.  "  None*  but  itself  could  be 
its  parallel.'^  He  should  be  glad  to  know 
whether  the  ingenious  paper  to  which  ho 
had  alluded  was  authentic  ? 

Lord  Caalereagh  observed,  that  really 
the  nature  of  the  hon«  gentleman's  ques- 
tions,  their  number,  and  his  mode  of  pro* 
posing  them,  were  without  parallel  in  tho 
history  of  Parliament.  This  was- not  the 
time  for  justifying  the  transactions  in 
which  he  bad  been  recently  engaged,  but 
as  for  the  letter  which  had  iMen  meo- 
tinned  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  although 
inasmuch  as  it  was  garbled  and  was  a 
translation  of  a  translation,  it  waa  neces- 
sarily imperfect,  yet  he  had  no  hesitatioa 
in  saying  that  the  general  reasoning  which 
it  contained  proceeded  from  him,  and  that 
notwithstanding  the  hon,  gentleman's  re- 
marks, he  was  perfectly  4)repared  to  defend 
the  soundness  of  the  principle  of  tbat  part 
of  it  which  related  to  Saxony.  With 
respect  to  the  nature  ofahe  returns  which 
had  been  made  to  the  Address  of  the  House, 
unquestionably  they  did  not  extend  to 
subjects  which  subsequent  negociations 
must  determine.    He  had  before  apolo- 

S'zed  to  the  House  for  having  been  led  bj 
e  hon.  gentleman's  breach  of  the  rules 
which  ought  to  be  observed  on  these  occa- 
sions, to  commit  a  breach  of  them  himself, 
by  communicating  to  Parliament  informa- 
tion on  the  point  of  Genoa,  before  the 
arrangements  which  had  been  discussed 
were  actually  carried  into  eifecL  But  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  taken  advantage  of 
garbled  documents,  to  throw  on  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country,  and  on  all  the 
Sovereigns  of  Europe,  so  much  unfounded 
calumny,  that  he  (lord  Castlereagh)  was 
actually  driven  out  of  the  ordinary  path 
of  parliamentary  proceeding,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  defending  the  good  faith  of  all  the 
parties  concerneo.  He  trusted,  however, 
that  the  abuse  of  the  general  role  would 
not  henceforward  be  considered  as  the  rule 
itself,  and  that  the  hon.  gentleman  would 
not  suppose  that  because  he  had  induced 
him  to  pervert  the  course  in  one  instance, 
that  he  would  do  so  in  another.    He  had 
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laid  before  the' House  the -inforroation  re- 
specting Genoa,  simply  to  protect  the  in- 
terests of  the  country  from  the  injury 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  was  doing  to 
them  by  hit  accusations ;  but.  he  was  not 
therefore  'to  be  tempted  to  go  incidentally 
and  collaterally  into  other  questions  not 
yet  in  a  state  of  determination. 

Mr.  ^ir^TM^  defended  himself  from  the 
charge  of  perverting  the  rales  of  I^arlia- 
ment,  in  order  to  throw  calumnies  on  the 
diflbrent  GoTernments  of .  Europe.  What 
he  had  complained  of«  in  the  present  in- 
stance, was,  the  inadequacy  of  the  return 
which  had  been  made  to  the  Address  of 
the  House,  and  in  support  of  that  com- 
plaint he  had  stated  that  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  suppose  that  no  annexations  had 
taken  place  save  that  of  Genoa,  which 
latter  the  noble  lord  had  confessed  in  the 
papers  that  (as  it  seemed  against  his  will) 
he  had  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House.  As 
to  Saxony,  he  should  be  satisfied  if  he  could 
hope  that  the  noble  lord  would,  at  some 
time,  give  them  information  which  should 
let  them  peep  Ji>ehind  the  acenes,  and  see 
wBkt  all  the  noble  plenipotentiaries  (the 
noble  lord  among  the  rest)  had  really  been 
doing.  The  noble  lord  had  talked  against 
throwing  suspicions  on  the  conduct  of  the 
Allied  Powers.  Why,  what  was  the  noble 
lord  himself  about,  when  in  the  letter 
which  had  \hat  day  been  published,  and 
which  he  had  acknowledged  to  be  his,  he 
spoke  of  <*  the  alarming  and  dangerous 

Eretensions  of  Russia"  ?  At  the  isame  time, 
owever,  the  noble  lord,  it  appeared  by 
that  letter,  thought  it  perfectly  consistent 
with  political  morality  to  give  up  the  whole 
of  Saxony  to  Prussia.  [Lord  Castlereagb. 
**  Quite  the  reverse."]  Really  it  was  im* 
possible,  writing  or  speaking,  distinctly  to 
understand^  the  noble  lord's  meaning.  If 
the  noble  ford  were  permitted  to  withhold 
information  from  the  House  on  these  im- 
portant subjects,  in  what  situation  did  they 
stand  ?  The  noble  lord  was  absent  from 
the  country  on  confidende.  He  had  no 
instrnctions.  He  was  to  be  governed  by 
his  own  discretion.  He  was  omnipotent. 
*'  He  would  not  allow  the  machine  to  stand 
still  while  waiting  for  an  impulse  from  his 
own  Government."  Let  the  House  look 
at  the  letter  of  that  day,  and  see  how  the 
noble  lord  expressed  himself.  "  1  attach 
importance  to  such  and  ^och  a  principle:" 
"  I  conceive  the  King  of  Saxony  to  have 
{)laced  himself  by  his  acta  in  a  situation 
to  be  fairly  sacrificed  to  the  tranquillity 
of  £arope  ;"  "  I  shall  not  regret  making 


an  example  of  one  of  the  German  States :" 
'*  I  can  hayje  no  hesitation'to  the  principle 
of  the  proposed  arrangement:"  *^  1  have 
no  objection  to  confide  Saxony  to 'the  pro- 
visional administration  of  his  Prussian  Ma* 
jesty,"  &c.  &c,;  and  yet  aftet  all  this 
assumption,  and  after  the  lapse  of  many 
months,  the  noble  lord  returns  rei^^fbda 
as  far  as  regarded  that  House,  having  no 
communication  to  make  to  it.  He  waits 
until  a  member  of  parliament,  having  in 
vain  interrogated  him,  embodies  his  ques* 
tions  in  a  motion,  to  which  motion  he  ac« 
cedes,  and  he  then  complains  of  perrert^ 
iog  the  ordinary  course  of  Parliamentary 
proceeding.  The  noble  lord,  he  presumedf, 
would  have  Parliament  do  nothing  but 
vote  money.  He  expected  a  continuance 
.of  the  confidence  of  the  public  after  the 
letter  which  had  that  day  appeared,  which 
it  seemed  was  a  translation  of  a  translation. 
He  should  like  to  know  in  what  language 
it  was  originally  composed.  [Lord  Cas- 
tlereagh— "  In  English."]  In  "English  ! 
He  thought  the  noble  lord  must  himself 
have  been  the  translator,  for  really  it  was 
very  like  his  style— >it  might  be  put  by  the 
side  of  the  Genoese  communications.  The 
noble  lord  declared  that  he  would  not  be 
diverted  from  his  course,  neither  would 
he  (Mr.  W.)  be  diverted  from  his  course. 
As  the  noble  lord  would  use  the  privileges 
of  the  House  for  defence,  so  he  (Mr.  W.) 
would  use  tbem  for  offence  against'  those 
who  appeared  to  him  to  misconduct  them- 
selves in  public  situations;  and  this  the 
more  especially  when  a  motion  was  about 
to  be  made  for  the  Speaker's  leaving  the 
chair,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the 
House,  in  a  committee  of  supply,  to  vote 
twenty  millions  of  Army  Extraordinaries, 
including  large  sums  to  Foreign  Powers. 
It  was  no  abuse  of  the  privilege  of  Parlia- 
ment, to  inquire  into  public  affairs.  The 
noble  lord  said,  •'  wait  till  the  papers  are 
before  the  House."  Did  he  mean  to  give 
them  ?  It  happened  fortunately  enough 
that  the  veiN  which  the  noble  lord  was 
anxious  to  keep  over  certain  transacStonS| 
was  some  how  or  other  removed.  This 
was  instanced  in  the  publication  of  the 
letter  of  that  day.  Another  celebrated 
instance  was  the  publication,  by  the  Ame* 
rican  Government,  of  the  negociations 
which  were  at  that  time  pending  with 
Great  Britain,  to  which  publication  was 
probably  owing  the  termination  of  the 
war  with  the  United  Sutes.  There  would, 
indeed,  be  little  control  over  the  exercise 
of  the  power  of  congregated  mongrcb^ 
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W«re  it  not  for  the  ▼oice  of  public  opimon ; 
and  highly,  ihcirefore,  to  be  desired  were 
all  comoBUDicationfl  by  which  the  public 
were  iaformed  with  respect  to  the  pro- 
ceedingti  of  governments.  The  noble  lord, 
and  prince  Talleyrattd«  and  prince  H«r- 
denberg«  and  the  other  princes,  seemed  to 
treat  each  other  much  more  fairly  than 
they  did  ch(s  world.  There  had  now  been 
an  attack  and  a  counter-attack  between 
kim  add  the  aoble  lord,  The  noble  lord 
night  do  aft  he  pleased ;  for  himself  he 
ghould  pursue,  Uddeviatingly,  the  course 
which  he  iiad  hitherto  prescribed  to 
himself. 

Lord   Coillereagh  still  maintained,  that 
no  public  transaction  of  an  important  na- 
ture ought  to  be  partially  discussed  on 
imperfect  documents.    His  return  to  Eng- 
land afforded  no  justi6cation  whatever  for 
a  departure  from  the  ordinary  course  with 
respect  to  communications  on  public  af- 
fairs.   The  Congress  which  he  had  re- 
cently attended,  Was  not  the  first  that  had 
assembled  ia  Europe.    It  had  happened 
In  former  meetings  of  the  same  nature, 
that  our  negociator  had  frequently  been 
changed.  Under  such  circumstances  would 
it  have  been  tolerated  that  erery  indivi- 
dual negociator  so  jreturning»  should  be 
compelled  to  state  to  Parliament  the  pro- 
gress of  transactions  not  brought   to  a 
close?    There  could  be  no  pretence  for 
such  a  thing.    He  was  perfectly  aware 
that  nothing  he  could  say  would  have  any 
effect  on  the  hon.  gentleman;    but  he 
was  sure  the  House  of  Commons  would 
feel  the  value  of  these  observations.    To 
the   hon.   gentleman   it  was,  no  doubt, 
easier  to  calumsiate  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters and  the  Allies  of  the  country  on  im- 
perfect documeota  than  on  full  inforaia- 
'  tion ;  for  experience  had  shown  that  when 
he  proceeded  on  the  latter,  no  one  had 
been  less  fortunate  than  the  hon.  gentle- 
nan  in  establishing  the  charges  which  he 
had  thought  proper  (o  adduce  against  pab- 
Hc  m6n«    He  was  sure,  therefore,  that  he 
should  make  no  impression  on  the  mind 
of  the  hon.  gentleman  {  and  he  abandoned 
the  hope  of  presenring  the  confidends 
Which  it  was  now  evident  had  been  given 
to  htm  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  only  be- 
cause he  felt  that  at  the  moment  when  it 
Was  given,  he  (lord  C)  was  unassailable. 
Having  thus  given  his   confidence,  the 
hon.  gentleman  turned  round,  and  made 
his  previous  candour  the  ground  for  a 
more  virulent  asssult.    Without  meaning 
tnjr  personal  disrtspect  to  the  boa.  gentle- 
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man,  of  any  thing  onpftrlialnentary,  he 
would  say,  that  contemplating  the  mode 
in  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  lateljr 
thought  proper  to  attack  him  and  t^a 
other  members  of  bis  Majesty's  Govern^ 
ment,  he  o^ust  be  content  to  sacrifice  the 
confidence  which  the  hon.  gentletnan  had 
reposed  in  him,  and  to  be  guided  solely 
by  bis  sense  of  public  duty.  He  #as  per- 
fectly jir^pared  to  defend  his  own  condocti 
and  that  of  the  other  members  of  the 
€ongress>  in  a  parliamentary  And  legiti- 
mate manner ;  but  not  by  deviating  Into 
that  course  which  the  hon.  gentleman, 
with  a  due  regard  to  *his  own  honour, 
ought  to  quit,  and  not  to  continue  to  lower 
the  character  of  his  country  by  unfounded 
and  dangerous  representations,  which,  icir* 
culating  in  Europe,  were  most  prejudicial 
to  that  moral  influence  in  which  the  ^iower 
of  Great  Britain  on  the  Continent  so  tutn* 
tially  resided. 

Mr.  Whubread  would  make  no  farther 
reply  to  the  noble  lord  than  to  say,  that 
in  giving  up  the  confidence  which  the 
noble  lord  said  that  he  (Mr.  W.)  reposed 
in  him,  the  noble  lord  had  given  up  that 
which  he  never  possessed.  Once  moA 
reverting  to  the  subject  in  which  the  con- 
versation which  had  just  taken  place  had 
originated,  he  observed,  that  the  AddresI 
requested  <'  an  account  of  the  progress ' 
mkde  at  the  Congress  now  sitting  sit 
Vienna.''  Of  this  progress  no  retorn  had 
been  made.-^Why  not  ? 

Lord  Casdereagh  asked,  how  it  was  pos* 
sible  to  make  eny  circumstantial  retorn  on 
the  subject  ? 

Mr.  fFAt^^reai.— Why,  then»  did  the 
noble  lord  second  my  motion  for  the  Ad« 
dress  ? 

Lord  Caukreof^h  observed,  that  by  the 
words  of  the  Address  rhe  discretton  of  the 
Crown  was  to  be  exercised  on  the  infor- 
mation to  be  commonicated.  All  the  in- 
formation had  been  given  which  coaM 
diplomatically  and  constitotionalty  ba 
afibrded,  , 

Mr.  Wkilhre^  begged  the  noble  lord 
would  dissever  the  two  terras,  for  they 
had  nothing  to  do  with  one  another. 

Here  the  conversation  dropped. 

Armt  ExTRAOBsiHAaias.]  The  House 
having  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
Supply,  lo  which  the  Army  Eactraordinaries 
were  ordered  to  be  referred. 

The  Ckaneellorqfihe  Etcheqtur  observed^ 
that  it  would  be  necessary  for  him  to 
ent^r  into  a  fear  explaiiation^  lest  lOtta 
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of  ibe  tiiiBt  iiiclQde4  io  the  amoaot  bo 
^ai  aboQl  to  move  for,  might  not  be  suffi* 
cicDtl  J  clear  io  the  accounts  before  the 
House ;  but  he  should  trespass  upon  the 
time  of  Ihe  House  as  little  as  possible. 
From  the  accounts  in  quettioo«  it  ivoold 
be  seen  that  the  amount  of  the  Treasury 
bills  that  had  beeh  issued  for  the  Army 
Bxiraordinaries  for  1814  was  very  qonsi* 
derable;  but  he  trusted  that  when  the 
arrangements  which  had  been  •made  in 
that  year  for  the  public  advantage  were 
considered,  that  the  expenses  would  be 
admitted  to  be  indispensable.  There  was 
this  difference  in  the  acconnis  for  the  last 
and  former  years,  that  instead  of  the  bills 
for  the  Army  Bxtraordinaries  being  drawn 
both  by  the  Paymsster-general  and  the 
Commissary-general,  the  whole  of  them 
bad  been  drawn  by  the  latter,  and  paid 
over  to  the  former.  Thus,  though  the 
amount  appeared  much  larger  than  when 
Ibo  sums  were  drawn  for  by  different  per- 
aons,  the  total  was  not  more  than  if  the 
former  system  had  been  adopted,  while 
ibe  public  service  was  bene6tted  by  the 
change.  The  total  amount  drawn  for  on 
the  'mrasury  for  the  service  of  the  year 
lttl4,  was  20,931,826/.  which  included 
6tQOOfi00L  that  had  been  paid  over  to 
•ther  departments  ^nd  for  distinct  pur* 
poses.  The  whole  amount,  therefore,  of 
Ihe  Army  Eztraordinaries  was  1  SJlfSlfiOOL 
and  upwards;  which  exceeded  the  amount 
of  the  preceding  year  by  about  600,000/. 
If  this  excess  were  thought  considerable* 
be  cottld  only  intreat  the  House  to  recol- 
lect the  extraordinary  circumstances  of 
ibe  time.  In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  * 
•nd  even  after  ttie  peace,  it  was  not  only 
necessary  to  continue  our  -establishments 
to  their  full  extent,  but  also  to  make  pro- 
Tisimi  for  the  payment  of  arrears  which 
bad  occurred  long  before,  and  of  which  it 
bad  not  been  possible  at  that  period  to  get 
sccoonts.  Of  the  bills  that  had  been 
drawn,  a  considerable  part  of  Ibe  amount 
was  for  foreign  subsidies  which  our  libe- 
vality  had  granted  to  the  AHies,  and  which 
bad  produced  such  great  results.  It  was 
•iao  satisfactory  to  him  to  be  able  to  state 
Ibat  there  was  not  any  smn,  except  about 
200,000/.  hot  what  had  arisen  oot  of  the 
Items  already  recognised  by  Parliament. 
This  sam  was  one  which,  under  more  fa- 
▼oorable  circnmstances  than  the  present, 
.was  granted  to  the  King  of  France,  to  ena- 
ble  him  to  return  to  his  kingdom,  and  it  was 
included  in  the  amount  drawn  for  by  the 
XSoamiasary-general.    Ibe  total  amount 
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of  the  bills  drawn  in  1813,  wu  17,780,0001 
which  was  reduced  by  sums  applied  to 
other  military  and  naTal  services  by  about 
5,i00>000l.,  so  that  12,300,000/.  remained 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Army  Extraordi- 
nariea.    In  the  year  1814,  the  total  amount 
of  bills  drawn  was  1 5,^90,000/.  from  whicb^ 
when  the  sums  for  the  subsidies,  &c.  were 
subtracted,  there  remained    12,500,000L 
for  the  Army  Bxiraordinaries.     The  first 
head  of  the  accoonu  on  the  table  con- 
tained the  whole  of  the  bills  paid  by  the 
Treasury,  which,  as  he  had  before  ob- 
served, amounted  to  nearly  21  millions. 
The  next  general  head  was  for  the  co9« 
veyance  of  officers  to   foreign  'stations. 
Another  head  wss  for  the  conveyance  of 
specie,  for  which  service  it  was  customary 
to  allow  the  commanders  of  ships  of  wav 
one  half  per  cent  to  answer  for  any  slight 
embexxlement  that  might  occur,  and  to 
pay  for  insurance.    For  many  cases  had 
occurred  in^  which    embesxiements  "bad 
been  made,  which  it  had  not  been  in  t|ie 
power  of  the  officers  to  prevent    Them 
was  another  head  of  extra  pay  to  oficets 
on  foreign  service ;   and  the  account  wan 
closed  with  the  heads  of  the  excess  of  the 
grants  for  the  Commimary  in  Chief,  and 
the  Storekeeper-general ;  the  first  of  which 
amounted  to  4,^5,0001.  and  the  latter  lo 
16,6001.    The  amount  vot^  lor  the  Com* 
miesary  in  Chief  merely  for  the  services 
in  his  departmeiK  towards  the  close  nf 
last  year  was  3,000,000/.,  yet  the  amount 
of  the  expenditure  was  3,478,000/.     So 
that  the  actual  expense  had  sonftewhat 
exceeded  the  vote,  and  was  about  200,0001, 
short  of  the  estimate ;  though  larger  than 
the  sum  voted  by  Parliament,  including 
all  the  purchases  of  stores.    The  Hooae 
was  avrare,  that  with  the  CommiMary*ge* 
neral's  department  rested  all  the  meana 
of  procuring  those  great  supplies  which 
were  necessary  for  our  military  service 
abroad.     Although,  therefore,  there  waa 
an  excem  in  the  branch  of  the  Commis« 
sariat,  yet  if  the  articles  which  caused  it 
bad  not  been  raised  by  the  Commissary- 
general,  they  molt  have  been  raised  bv 
some  other  means ;  and  by  those  which 
had  been  adopted   last  year,  of  placing 
the  whole  accounts  to  the  chsrf^e  of  the 
Commissary  in  Chief,  he  was  confident  the 
public  service  had  been  benefitted.    The 
amount  of  the  sums  of  money  raised  by  the 
Consmissary- general  exceeded  3.000,00011, 
and  the  sum  of  about  10,000,000/.  passed 
through  his  hands  in  the  course  of  the  last 
year.    Bot  when  the  Honso  recollecte4 
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the  nature  and  importance  of  the  war 
carried  on  in  the  Peninsula,  and  the  ex- 
pensed with  which  it  was  necessarily  at* 
tended  from  the  extreme  diflftculiy  of  pro< 
curings  supplies,  the  badness  of  the  roads, 
and  various  obstacles  .which  the  Commis- 
sariat had  to  encounter,  they  would  cease 
to  wonder  at  the  expenses  of  this  branch 
of  service.  The  great  Commander,  who 
had  conducted  the  war  in  that  country, 
had,  by  his  energies  and  foresight,  been 
able  to  solve  a  paradox  which  nobody 
before  him  could  understand.  It  had 
been  said,  that  if  a  great  army  was  to 
enter  Spain,St  must  be  starved,  and  that 
a  small  one  must  be  defeated.  But  he 
had  led  a  large  army  to  victory,  by  pro- 
curing for  it  all  the  supplies  that  were 
necessary,  in  a  country  which  had  ap- 
peared to  be  totally  incapable  of  affording 
them.  The  House  were  now  called  on  to 
make  gpod  the  winding-up  of  the  sum 
that  had  thus  arisen,  and  a  part  of  which 
remained  to  be  voted.  A  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman opposite  had,  on  a  former  occasion, 
asked  him  a  question  respecting  the  amount 
of  the  Extraordinartes  incurred -since  the 
end  of  last  year.  He  had  wished  to  know 
what  was  the  amount  of  the  Army  £x- 
traordinaries  which  had  been  paid  since 
the  close  of  iSli?  The  amount  was, 
aft^r  deducting  from  it  certain  items, 
ii,20Q,000L  in  the  course  of  the  last  three 
mouths.  The  deductions  were,  the  sums 
for  ihe  ordinary  services,  and  the  bills 
paid  for  our  Allies.  The  whole  issue 
amounted  to  MOO^OOO/,,  •  of  which 
2,200,000/.  were  properly  belonging  to 
the  Army  ExNraordinari^s.  There  was  a 
payment  still  making  on  account  of  the 
army  in  Spain,  at  the  rate  of  a  million  of 
dollars  per  month ;  the  whole  of  which 
account  would  be  wound  up  in  six  months, 
the  ainountthat  remained  to  be  paid  being 
about  six  millions  of  dollars.  The  right 
hon»  gentleman  concluded  with  moving, 
"  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  3,983,435/. 
9«.  S^d,  be  granted  to  bis  Majesty,  for 
defraying  the  Extraordinary  Expenses  of 
the  Army  from  the  23rd  December,  1813, 
to  the  'i4lh  December^  IS  14,  both  in- 
cluded." 

Mr.  Tiernej^  wished  to  know,  whether 
the  twenty-one  million,  a  part  of  which 
had  been  already  provided,  and  for  the 
residue  of  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
now  moved,  included  all  the  Extraordi- 
naries?  Would  no  farther  addition  be 
wanted  ?  Would  not  the  public  be  called 
upon  to  grant  more  than  this  twenty*one 
million? 
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The  Chancellor  of  the  'Exchequer  answered, 
that  such  extraordinariesf  as  were  incurred 
hefore  the  S25th  of  March,  must  be  made 
good  in  the  present  session.  He  presumed 
the  amount  would  be  about  three  million. 
He  intended  to  move  for  six  million  on 
account  of  army  extraordinariea,  in  tha 
present  year,  of  which  three  million  would 
be  wanted  for  the  exceeding*  incurred 
previously  to  the  25th  of  March.  ' 
'  Mr.  Tierney  observed,  that  there  then 
appeared  to  be  an  intention  to  propose  an 
additional  vote  of  six  million — of  which 
three  million  might  be  said  to  be  appro* 
priated  to  the  extraordinaries  of  the  last, 
and  three  million  to  those  of  the  current 
year.  This,  however,  was  only  the  ex« 
pense  of  the  Army  Extraordinaries.  In- 
dependent of  this,  he  supposed,  there 
would  be  Extraordinaries  in  other  depart- 
ments. He  should  be  glad  to  know  whe* 
ther  the  million  of. dollars,  which  waste 
be  paid  monthly,  was  included  in  the  three 
million  sterling,  which  would  be  deducted 
from  the  vote  on  account  ?  * 

The  Chancellor  <f  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
had  not  yet  any  account  of  the  winding* 
up  of  the  war  in  America.  They  had 
always  found  means  of  meeting  the  de- 
mands of  the  American  service  by  raising 
the  money  as  the  service  required.  The 
monthly  payment  of  one  million  of  dollars 
formed  the  largest  part  of  the  sum  of  three 
millions  to  which  he  had  alluded. 

Mr.  Tierney  said,  that  all  discussion  on 
this  subject  was  only  a  waste  of  time. 
The  total  sum  now  voted  by  the  House 
was  twenty-one  millions,  and  of  seventeea 
millions  of  this,  the  Treasury  already  pos* 
sessed  the  money.  It  was  useless  to  dis* 
cuss  a  maitter  of  this  kind  when  Govern- 
ment had  obtained  all  they  wanted.  The 
enormous  scale  of  the  expenditure  in  the 
Peninsula  required  the  investigation  of  a 
committee  up  stairs.  Such  a  committee 
could  alone  do  justice  to  this  subject,  and 
see  that  punishment  should  fall  where  it 
was  doe;  for  he  believed  in  his  conscience 
that  great  peculation  had  been  going  on 
in  the  Commissariat  department.  It  was 
in  vain,  however,  to  enlarge  upon  these 
subjects,  as  he  saw  no  encouragement  in 
the  present  temper  of  the  House.  He  had 
no  intention  of  preventing  gentlemen  from 
employing  their  time  in  a  more  agreeable 
manner.  It  was  useless  to  be  talking  of  a 
few  hundreds  to  this  or  that  individual, 
when  seventeen  millions  were  in  this  way 
voted  without  inquiry. 

Mr.  Baring  thought  the  expenditore  of 
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the  Peninsula  ought  to  be  made  the  subject 
of  inquiry.     He  did  not  mean  to  cast  the 
slightest  suspicion  on  the  GoTernment«  but 
It  was  impossible  for  any  member  to  under- 
stand the  accounts  before  the  House ;    all 
they  could  make  out  would  be,  that  so 
many  millions  were  drawn  by  different 
individuals.      If  a  committee  were  ap» 
pointed,  they  would  see  that  the  manner 
in  which  our  Commissariat  system   had 
been  carried  on  in  Spain  was  the  most 
absurd  commissariat  system  on  which  any 
country  bad  ever  carried  on  war.    The 
immense    expenditure    in   the   Peninsula 
called   loudly  for  inquiry.    The  persons 
who  furnished  the  means  of  transport  to 
our  army  were  chiefly  of  the  lowest  classes 
of  the  people  in  Spam ;    and  they  ought 
to  have  dealt  with  such  a  description  of 
persons  in  a  way  wliich  would  have  been 
intelligible  to  them.     But  instead  of  this, 
the  mules  and  services  were  paid  to  them 
by  bits  of  paper,  or  draughts  of  the  deputy 
commissary  on  the  commissary-general  in 
Lisbon.     When  an  ignorant  man  in  the 
mountains  got  one  of  these  pieces  of  paper» 
from  being  used  to  the  currency  of  his 
own  government,  he  attached  but  little 
value  to  it,  and  it  was  generally  purchased 
by  persons  in  the  suite  of  the  Commlssa- 
riat  at  an  enormous  discount.    He  could 
bring  perfons  before  the  committee  who 
had  made  60  and  60  per  cent,  by  buying 
up  this  paper,  and  who  had  not  even  had 
it  at  first  hand ;  and  at  every  intermediate 
atage  m  great  profit  roust  have  been  made 
on  the  same  paper.     If  the  London  dealer 
got  50  per  cent,  profit,  the  sum  actually 
received  by  the  Spanish  muleteers  could 
not  have  been  one-fourth  part  of  the  sum 
paid  by  Government*     This  was  not  a 
system  of  a  day,  but  a  system  of  several 
years.     He  should  be  answered,  that  there 
was  a  difficulty  in  getting  specie  ;  but  in 
the  first  place  he  would  observe,  that  there 
was  no  plan  of  getting  specie,  which  could 
be  compared  with  the  discount  on  the  bills 
to  these  poor  people,  who  only  got  one- 
fourth  of  them.     Paper  in  Europe  ^seldom 
went  beyond  25  or  30  per  cent,  discount ; 
but  here  was  a-^discoont  of  75  per  cent. 
This  mode  of  paying,  in  what  might  be 
comparatively  termed  a  savage  country, 
created  the  very  difficulty  which  was  felt; 
for  it  forced  Government  to  spend  twenty 
millions  where    only  five    millions  was 
wanted  ;  it  created  the  very  scarcity ;  and 
Government  were  obliged  to  pay  for  it  at 
last.     All  this- originated  in  a  completely 
^Ise  system  of  commissariat.     But  the 


deception  to  the  poor  people  did  not  stop 
there.  Bills  were  given «>on  the  commis* 
sary  at  Lisbon,  and  the  people  had  np 
means  of  knowing  good  from  bad  bills* 
At  this  day  bills  at  Lisbon  could  be  bought 
at  20  per  cent,  discount.  What  possible 
benefit  could  be  derived  front  thus  having 
a  mass  of  floating  papet  which  must  at  last 
be  paid  oflT  at  par  ?  The  consequence  of 
all  this  had  been  the  grossest  peculation. 
A  person  by  getting  the  ear  of  ihe  Com* 
missariat,  knew  what  bills  were  likely  to 
be  first  paid.  One  gentleman  in  a  house 
at  Lisbon  had  made  an  enormous  fortune^ 
and  many  persons  had  enriched  themselves 
by  the  same  means.  Government  must 
pay  for  all  the  discredit  attached  to  this 
paper.  He  hoped»  that  now  that  we  were 
on  the  point  of  entering  on  a  new  war, 
this  system  would  be  inquired  into ;  and 
he  trusted  that  the  suggestion  of  his  riglit 
hon.  friend  for  the  appointment  of  a  com* 
mittee  up  stairs  would  be  agreed  to. 

The  Chancellor  qf  ike  Exchequer  did  not 
think  that  a  committee  op  stairs  could  be 
productive  of  sUch  advantage  as  a  commit* 
tee  on  Uie  spof,  armed  with  power  to  exa* 
mine  on  oath.  He  did  not  deny  the  facts  ^ 
stated  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  but  they 
had  not  come  to  his  knowledge.  Those 
gentlemen  of  the  coftimittee  in  the  Penin* 
sola  having  for  years  been  exclusively 
employed  in  this  work,  must  necessarily 
prosecute  the  investigation  with  greater 
advantage  than  gentlemen  who  had  other 
avocations  could  be  supposed  to  do ;  upon 
the  whole,  therefore,  be  thought  that  it 
would  be  better  that  the  substance  of  this 
investigation,  when  completed,  should  be 
laid  before  Parliament.  He  wished  that 
any  gentleman  possessed  of  information 
with  respect  to  any  peculation  should 
furnish  it  to  those  commissioners^  who 
would  avail  themselves  of  it. 

Mr,  Baring  thought  the  right  hon.  gen* 
tieman  had  quite  mistaken  him  in  the  kind 
of  inquiry  he  wished  to  be  instituted.  He 
had  nothing  to  stale  against  those  i^ho  were 
attached  to  the  Commissariat,  but  against 
the  system  pursued  by  the  commissariea 
under  the  sanction  of  Government.  Any 
person  might  remit  money  to  Lisbon  to« 
morrow,  and  buy  up  the  government 
paper ;  and  this  might  be  done  with  ser- 
vice to  the  country,  as  the  discredit  of  that 
paper  should  not  be'suflPered  to  exist.  The 
commissaries  had  issued  a  paper  discre- 
dited to  the  amount  of  75  per  cent.;  and 
he  had  heard,  that  the  lower  classes  of 
commissaries  were  followed  by  persooa 
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who  boagbtap  their  paper  as  it  was  issued. 
^h%  county  ought  to  understand  the 
•ystcnn  under  which  the  Cooimissariat  had 
been  carried  Qfn  and  sanctioned  by  Go- 
Tcrn>neot  during  so  many  years.  A  com« 
mission  on  the  spot  could  only  see  thai 
there  was  a  regular  discharge  by  vancher 
of  the  person  who  was  to  receive  the 
money;  it  could  not  know  in  what  man- 
ner the  person  who  receired  the  paper 
disposed  of  it.  That  was  a  case  for  par* 
liamentary  inquiry;  and  a  committee 
should  be  appointed,  in  order  that  the 
Ilouse  might  devise  the  means  of  stopping 
9uch  a  waste  of  money.  On  the  sabject 
of  a  regular  account,  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman conid  not  say  that  a  single  account 
in  the  Peninsula  had  been  audited  ;  cer- 
tainly not,  op  to  last  year.  What  be 
(Mr.  B.)  complained  of  was*  not  any  in- 
dividual peculation,  but  that  system  on  the 
part  of  the  Government  which  had  proved 
10  wasteful  to  the  country. 

The  Chaneelhr  qf  ihe  Exthequet  thanked 
the  hon.  gentleman  for  csplaining  that  it 
was  not  b]^  any  connivance  between  the 
Commissaries  that  any  sum  of  money  had 
been  lost  to  the  public.  He  was  aware  of 
the  fact,  that  much  loss  had  been  sustained 
by  the  depreciation  of  the  paper,  and  he 
did  not  wish  to  disguise  ir.  The  billsi 
however^  must  be  paid  at  the  value  for 
whicli  they  were  giten,  otherwise  it  wpuld 
be  a  complete  robbery.  Respecting  the 
concluding  remark  of  the  hon.  gentleman, 
be  apprdiended  that  the  whole  of  the  oot^ 
atanding  debts  had  been  verified,  and  they 
Wily  remained  to  be  paid.  From  the  in* 
terroption  of  our  commercial  intercourse 
with  the  Continent^  at  the  time  of  the  Pe- 
ninsular war,  we  had  not  the  means  of 
paying  for  what  was  required  by  ^he  Com- 
missariat in  money.  Mt  he  trusted  that 
there  was  no  prospect  of  our  ever  being 
agaii^  eaBclodoid  from  all  foreign  trade,  but 
that  in  the  trofortunate  case  of  any  new 
war,  we  should  be  atile  to  exert  all  our  re* 
•ources  to  the  best  possible  advantage. 

Mr.  Bannek  lamented  that  it  appeared 
from  the  statement  of  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  that  the  nation  was  so  near 
the  end  of  its  resources.  It  behoved  the 
House,  therefore,  to  examine  the  more 
minutely  into  the  accounts  that  were  laid 
before  it.  The  charges  for  the  Army  £x- 
trtfordinaries  were  enormous,  and  the  pub- 
lic money  seemed  to  have  been  squan- 
dered without  any  consideration  of  the 
pockets  of  those  from  whom  it  was  drained. 
M  wished  for  explanation  upon  many  of 
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the  items,  particularly  upon  thai  Which 
regarded  lord  Aberdeen,  against  whose 
name  was  placed  th'e  large  sum  of  25,000/# 
'*  for  a  particular  service.''  For  the  ser- 
vice of  Spain  still  larger  amounts  were 
charged,  a  part  of  which  had  no  doubt 
been  appropriated  to  that  expedition 
which  she  had  sent  out  to  her  devoted 
colonies,  but  which  the  hon*  member 
hoped  would  never  reach  its  destination* 
The  troops  at  home,  on  the  contrary,  re« 
mained  unpaid,  with  the  exception  of  the 
corps  of  General  Whittingham,  which  had 
placed  the  usurper  Ferdinand  upon  tha 
throne  at  Madrid.  He  recommended  that 
ministers  should  narrowly  watch  the  com* 
mnnications  between  the  inhabitants  of 
New  Spain  and  Buonaparte.  The  hon* 
membef  required  explanation  from  minis* 
ters  regarding  the  sum  of  10,6501.  paid  to 
lord  William  Bentiock,  who  had  been 
employed  against  the  King  of  Naples, 
whom  the  noble  lord*  termed  Marshal 
Mnrat.  The  expenses  of  lord  Cathcart 
had  been  enormous,  both  in  his  military 
and  diplomatic  capacity.  From  the  Army 
Extraordinaries  in  the  course  of  1814,  he 
received  11,405/. ;  and  from  the  Civil 
list,  as  Ambassador,  19,84U.  In  the  last 
three  quarters,  the  charge  on  his  lordsblp'i 
account  was  ]2,40U. ;  so  that  in  the  space 
of  a  year  and  three  quarters  be  bad  re« 
ceived  nearly  44,000/.  of  the  public 
money.  Lord  Stewart  had  received  from 
the  Army  Extraordinaries  in  the  year 
1814,  15,347/.,  and  from  the  Civil  List, 
10,726/.,  and  within  the  last  three  quarters 
a  sum  that  made  tbo'whole  charge  no  lese 
than  57,700/.  The  hon.  member  professed 
the  highest  respect  for  his  lordship,  and 
regretted  that  his  name  appeared  to  these 
onmtisfactory  details.  He  thoogbt  these 
were  charges  which,  from  their  extraordi- 
nary magnitude,  demanded  the  fullest  ex«> 
planation ;  and  be  hoped  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh)  would  be  enabled  to  make 
them  appear  satisfactory  to  the  Hous% 
The  next  sum  which  attracted  his  atten* 
tion,  was  one  of  7,550/.  to  the  Elector  of 
Hesse;  and  this  he  could  not  but  view 
with  some  astonishment,  for  it  was  stated 
to  be  for  expenses  incurred  by  loss  of  field 
equipage,  &c.  in  1793,  94,  and  95.  It 
was  impossible  for  the  House  not  to  recoU 
lect,  that  since  that  period  a  peace  had 
intervened,-  and  that  all  such  accounts 
ought  long  since  to  have  been  settled  ; 
their  introduction  now,  therefore,  was  the 
more  extraordinary,  tie  remembered  a 
story  of  a  will  made  by  George  the  Fin^ 
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which  was  destroyed  by  George  the  Se- 
condy  and  of  which  copies  were  in  the 

Eossession  oF  thu  two  Electors  of  Hesse, 
[orace  Walpole  stated,  that  he  had  seen  a 
letter  io  which  these  Electors  had  agreed 
toileliver  up  these  copies^  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  subsidies.  Now  he  knew 
not  whether  these  copies  had  been  even- 
dually  given  op,  or  whether  there  were 
any  such  grounds  for  the  payment  to 
which  he  had  just  now  alluded,  but  he 
certainly  thought  the  subject  required  a 
distinct  explanation.  In  conclusion,  the 
hon.  gentleman  entreated  the  House  to 
look  with  the  utmost  jealousy  into  the 
payments  connected  with  a  war  which  the 
Doble  lord  seemed  to  contemplate  with  io 
much  pleasure. 

Lord  Casilereagh  said,  he  was  happy  that 
ihe  hon.  gentleman  had  given  him  an  op- 
portunity of  explaining  those  items  in  the 
accounts  before  the  House,  which  he 
seemed  to  regard  as  so  objectionable.  The 
first  to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  alluded, 
was  the  sum  standing  in  the  name  of  lord 
Aberdeen.  He  begged  to  state,  that,  al- 
though this  sum  stood  as  if  issued  for  the 
use  of  lord  Aberdeen  alone,  yet  that  noble 
Jord  only  received  it  as  a  public  account- 
ant, and  was  answerable  for  its  disburse- 
ment in  that  light.  In  fact,  the  law  of  the 
land  had  provided  the  best  check  upon 
the  expenditure  of  such  sums;  inasmuch 
as  an  officer  was  established  who  was 
sworn,  and  who  had  full  power  to  trace 
the  application  of  every  sum  in  detail. 
This  25,000/.  had  been  issued  for  political 
purposes,  while  lord  Aberdeen  was  resi- 
dent at  the  Court  of  Austria,  and  was  at 
first  given  to  Mr.  Johnstone,  with  the 
view  of  being  applied  in  aid  of  a  spirit 
which  had  manifested  itself  in  the  Low 
Countries,  and  in  Holland,  towards  throw- 
ing offihe  French  yoke.  Not  more  than 
3  or  4^000/.  however  had  been  devoted  in 
this  way,  and  the  remainder  was  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  Commissaries  towards  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  lord  Lynedock's 
army.  With  respect  to  the  1 0,000/.  issued 
to  lord  William  Bentinck,  it  was  only  ne- 
cessary to  state  that  it  was  for  the  purposp 
of  being  applied  to  the  Italian  levy.  The 
next  material  point  which  occurred  was 
the  sum  paid  to  the  Elector  of  Hesse  ;  and 
here  he  beffged  to  assure  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, that  he  had  raised  a  ghost  without 
the  slightest  foundation.  The  old  story  of 
the  Elector  of  Hesse,  bad  nothing  to  do 
with  the  sum  in  question,  which  was 
neither  more  nor  lets  than  tha  amoQAt  of 
(VOL  XXX.) 
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some  old  arrears,  which  bad  beenrega- 
larly  esublished  before  the  Auditors  of 
Army  Accounts,  and  was  notet  all  a  mat- 
ter of  discretion  with  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters. Respecting  the  payment  of  the  duke 
of  Wellington,  the  reason  why  the  hon. 
member  did  not  find  it  in  the  accounts 
before  him  was,  that  it  had  nothing  to  do 
with  them.  Hereafter  it  would  be  found 
in  the  Civil  List  Accounts.  The  essential 
part  of  the  accounts  to  which  he  should 
allude,  was  that  which  related  to  the  ex- 
penditures of  military  officers  who  were 
envoys  abroad.  The  hon.  member  should 
take  into  his  consideration  that  these 
officers  had  a  double  sum,  in  their  civil  and 
military  capacities.  Out  of  the  sums 
which  these  public  officers  did  receive, 
they  were  taxed  to  the  amount  of  one- 
fourth,  by  the  difference  in  the  course  of 
exchange,  being  from  25  to  30  per  cent., 
and  when  the  armies  were  at  a  greater 
distance  from  large  tqwns,  they  were 
obliged  to  submit  to  a  loss  of  40  per  cent. ; 
and  therefore  to  represent  these  gentlemen 
as  receiving  the  full  value  or  amount  of 
their  salaries  was  wrong.  It  would  be 
more  fair  to  say,  that  they  had  not  one- 
half  of  the  amount  against  their  respective 
names.  The  sums  standing  against  them 
not  only  covered  their  own  expenses,  bet 
the  whole  expenses  of  the  missions.  In 
lord  Stewart's  account  of  12,635/.  only 
2,895/.  ought  to  be  considered  as  his  per- 
sonal expenses.  And  here  he  most  de- 
clare, in  justice  to  the  nobleman  in  ques- 
tion, that  the  most  painful  part  of  his  duty 
was  to  see  the  servants  of  the  country 
abroad  exposed  to  the  utmost  difficulties 
to  keep  within  their  incomes.  In  fact,  it 
was  absolutely  ruinous  to  a  man's  private 
fortune,  to  be  employed  in  a  diplomatic 
capacity.  The  military  officers  who 
formed  the  subject  of  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's remarks,  were  in  situations  peca- 
liarly  expensive.  They  had  to  keep  a 
table  at  bead-qaarters  of  the  most  expen- 
sive description.  As  far  as  be  had  been 
able  to  look  into  the  accounts  of  lord 
Stewart,  he  had  no  occasion  to  complain 
of  the  result  of  his  accounts,  for  he  had 
reason  to  know  the  great  expense  lie  wu 
put  to  for  horses  and  other  incidents.  M 
to  lord  Catbcart's  accoonts,  be  had  not 
been  in  possession  of  them  long  enough  Io 
investigate  them  ;  but  they  had  not  the 
same  causes  to  regulate  them^  as  operated 
upon  the  others.  On  the  whole,  he  ronsl 
declare,  that  if  this  country  had  not  iostm- 
meots  enough  abroad  to  understaad  what 
(SI) 
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wts  going  on«  her  interests  oiiait  inevitably 
saffer.  He  could  speak  a  little  to  the  ex- 
penses necessarily  incurred  by  the  ainbas- 
sadors,  from  bis  own  experience  at  Vienna. 
In  that  capital,  from  so  many  Sovereigns 
and  their  Courts  being  assembled,  a  com- 
plete revolution  had  taken  place  in  the 
prices  of  things,  and  the  expense  of  living 
was  in  consequence  inconceivably  great. 
He  mentioned  this,  not  from  a  wish  to  pre* 
Tent  the  items  in  question  from  being  in- 
quired into,  but  tO'prove  that  it  was  a  de- 
lusion to  suppose  the  sums  which  appeared 
in  the  estimates  against  the  names  of  the 
persons  so  employed  in  the  service  of  the 
country  were  really  received  b^  them  -for 
their  own  emolument.  A  plenipotentiary 
or  ambassador  at  a  foreign  Court,  nomi- 
nally receiving  a  salary  of  5,200/.  per 
smnom,  reduced  by  taxation  5».  in  the 
pound,  and  further  diminished  by  the  loss 
on  the  exchange,  frequently  found  his  in- 
come brought  down  to  a  sum  on  which, 
where  they  were«  a  gentleman  could 
hardly  live  in  the  most  complete  obscurity. 

Lord  Prohy  agreed  with  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman on  the  floor,  as  to  the  great  degree 
of  confusion  which  prevailed  in  the  Com- 
missariat department  As  illustrative  of 
this  remark,  he  instanced  the  fact  of  a 
dollar  per  day  being  charged  by  the  com- 
missaries for  mules,  when'  an  ordinary 
traveller  would  not  pay  more  than  half  a 
dollar  for  the  same  animal,  out  of  which 
the  muleteer  would  provide  for  himself 
and  his  mule,  while  the  commissaries 
provided  both  for  the  one  and  the  other, 
at  an  enormous  expense.  He  considered 
the  whole  system  as  abominable  and  ex- 
travagantly profuse.  No  man  could  have 
an  idea  of  the  profusion  with  which*  the 
public  ihoney  was  lavished  in  that  depart- 
*menty  who  had  not  served  in  the  armies  to 
witness  it.  Indeed  he  had  heard  one  com- 
missary declare,  in  a  public  manner,  that 
he  thought  economy  was  the  ruin  of  the 
public  service  in  bis  department.  He 
begged  not  to  be  understood  as  reflecting 
on  the  conduct  of  any  particular  indivi- 
dual by  these  remarks;  bis  observations 
went  to  the  system,  and  not  to  the  men, 
*and  that' system  he  thought  called  most 
loudly  for  correction. 

Mrt  Oarikm  remarked  on  the  extraordi- 
nary difference  in  amount  of  the  charges 
on  the  transport  of  persons  of  distinction, 
on  the  face  of  the  estimates,  and  wbhed  to 
know  whether  there  was  any  established 
scheme,  according  to  which  those  charges 
were  paid;  2fl(X>l.  bad .beeo  paid  to  ad- 
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miral  Fcemantle,  for  entertaining  persons 
of  distinction  in  the  Adriatic^  and  the  sum 
of  600/.  was  mentioned  as  the  charge  for 
conveying  marshal  Blucher  and  other 
officers  merely  from  Dover  to  Calais.  On 
the  other  hand,  so  small  a  sura,  he  under- 
stood, was  offered  to  captain  Usher  for  tho 
expenses  of  conveying  Boonapart6  to  Elba, 
that  that  officer  had  thought  proper  to 
refuse  it.  The  hon.  gentleman  also  wished 
fpr^n  exphmatron  of  the  sum  of  3,000/. 
stated  to  be  paid  to  the  captors  of  Deme- 
rara  and  Essequibo,  for  slaves  delivered 
over  to  the  use  of  Government.  Also,  a 
sum  paid  to  colonel  Bloomfield,  for  extra- 
ordinary services.  This  last  sum,  as  well 
as  the  sum  voted  to  lord  Borghersh,  for 
extraordinary  services,  which  were  of  a 
political  nature,  came,  he  thought,  impro- 
perly under  the  head  of  Army  Extraordt- 
naries.  As  to  the  expenses  of  our  ambas- 
sadors at  Vienna,  he  tnought  theso  persons 
should  be  enabled  to  live  in  a  manner 
suitable  to  their  dignity,  without  injury  to 
their  private  fortunes ;  but  it  remained  to 
be  explained  why  we  had  at  the  Congress 
four  or  five  ambassadors  initiead  of  one^  It 
might  be  said  that  they  were  ambassadors 
to  the  several  Courts  whose  sovereigns 
were  at  the  Congress;  but  this  supposition 
was  contradicted  by  the  fact  that  they  had 
all  signed  the  Declaration  of  the  Allies  of 
the  13th  March,  which,  but  as  ministers  at 
the  Congress,  they  could  not  have  signed. 

Lord  Caiikreagk  said,  the  ambaaisadors 
being  assembled  at  Vienna,  the  country 
bad  a  claim  to  any  services  they  could 
perform.  Lord  Cathcart  was  the  ambas- 
sador to  Russia,  lord  Aberdeen  to  Austria, 
lord  Wellington  to  the  Congress ;  and  lord 
Clancarty  having  perfemed  the  high 
mission  on  which  he  was  sent  out  with 
great  honour  to  himself  and  advantage  to 
the  public  service,  was  the  only  ambassa- 
dor who  was  not  there  in  the  regular  dis- 
charge of  his  duty.  •  He  could  assure  the 
hon.  gentleman,  that  there  had  not  been 
one  too  many  there,  while  he  (lord  Castle- 
reagh)  was  at  Vienna.  Their  presence  had 
afibrded  him  much  assistance  while  the 
negpociatious  of  the  Congress  were  going 
on,  and  had, been  found  of  much  import- 
ance in  the  discussions  which  had  taken 
place  on  the  numerous  topics  which  were 
there  to  be  taken  into  consideration. 

Mr.  CMker,  in  answer  to  the  questions 
respecting  the  snms  paid  to  naval  oflicers 
in  the  instances  which  had  been  referred 
to,  said  these  matters  were  regulated  by  a  * 
acala  which  it  had  been  thought  wite  to 
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m^opt  in  1812«  which  bad  been  printed, 
and  which  was  in  U)e  hands  of  every  naval 
officer.    In  this  scale*  in  one  column,  ihe 
regulation^  were  set  forth,  showing  the 
remuneration'  to  be  made  to  the  officer- ac- 
oording  to  the  length  of  the  voyage,  and 
jn  the  other  the  sum  to  be  paid  on  account 
of  the  rank  of  the  party  to  be  conveyed. 
This  scale,  if  any  thing,  he  was  inclined 
^o  think,  was  fixed  at  too  low  a  rate,  but 
it  was  understood  the  officers  were  to  have 
no  profit ;    all  that  was  to  be  secured  to 
them  was,  that  they  sho;uld  not  be  ruined. 
From  looking  at  this,  every  commander 
so  employed  could  tell  affwell  what  he 
was  to  receive,  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty 
could,  by  whom  it  was  to  be  paid.     The 
aom  paid  to  rear*admiral  Fremantle  had 
not  been  paid  till  after  the  minutest  inves* 
ligation.  The  2,000/.  he  had  received  was 
less  than  he  ought  to  have  been  paid ;  and 
had  he  not  had  ih^t  sum  advanced  to  him, 
he  would  have  lost  by  the  service  2  or 
3,000/.  of  hia  own  private  property.    In 
the  case  of  captain  Usher,  who  for  convey* 
ing  Baonapaii^  to  £lba,  was  said  to  have 
been  ofiered  so  small  a  sum  that  he  had 
not  thought  proper  to  accept  of  it,  the 
proceedings  of  the  Admiralty  had  been 
regulated  by  the  scale  of  which  be  had 
spoken*    That  scale  did  not  provide  for  a 
case  like  that  which  had  occurred  (he  did^ 
not  expect  for  this  it  would  be  censured  for 
improvidence),  but  by  that  it  was  settled 
that  for  the  conveyance  of  a  crowned  head, 
where  the  voyage  was  performed  within 
a  week,  100/.  should  be  paid  to  the  cap- 
tain. The  title  of  Buonaparte  having  been 
recognised  in  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleao, 
captain  Usher  had  been  directed  to  receive 
him  as  a  crowned  head.    Captain  Usher 
had,  when  he  came  home,  been  directed 
to  make  what  charge  he  thought  proper, 
but  had  declined  making  any,  and  under 
such  circumstances  the  Admiralty  could 
do  no  more  than  give  directions  for  him  to 
be  remunerated  according  to  the  acale  of 
regulations   which    had     been    adopted. 
With  respect  to  a  charge  which  had  been 
'  preferred  bgainst  the  Admiralty  for  not 
sofiering  sailors  who  had  returned  from  a 
long  voyage  to  have  sufficient  time  on 
shore'  to  spend  their  monev*  he  admitted, 
that  in  some  instances  this  might  have 
occurred;  but  the  esublished  rule  was, 
when  a  ship  returned  from  three  years 
service,  to  pay  the  men  a  third  of  the 
money  due  to  them,  and  allow  them  from 
a  fortnight  to  a  month's  leave  of  absence 
Jo  tee  their  friends.    Thia  practice,  which 


Afw  10,  1B15. 


[489 


it.was  ftared  would  promote  desertion,  ho 
was  happy  to  say  had  produced  a  contrary 
effect  It  had  greatly  tended  to  prerent 
that  enormous  desertion  which  was  for- 
merly comqtion.  The  men  almost  always 
returned  when  their  leaTe  of  absence  ex*' 
pired,  to  claim  the  nemainder  of  tb^r 
mon^,  and  after  they  came  back,  they 
were  generally  allow^  some  daya  to  ws 
on  shore  before  they  sailed  again. 

Mr.  Wkkbrcad  said,  that  in  respect  to 
what  the  hon.  secretary  bad  stated  regard* 
ing  admiral  Fremantle,  he  bad  no.doubt 
but  that  galiknt  officer  was  deserving  tkte 
remuneration  he  bad  received;  but  ho 
thought  the  case  of  captain  Usher,  one  of 
the  most  distinguished  names  in  the  Eng- 
lish navy,  was  a  very  hard  one.  He  was 
stationed  in  the  Mediterranean!  and  his 
ship  lying  at^anchor  near  the  place  where 
Napoleon  Buonaparte  was  to  embark  for 
the  island  of  Elba.  He  was  ordered  to 
take  htm  on  board  with  bis  whole  suite, 
which  he  accordingly  did,  and  furnished 
bim  with  all  his  necessary  stores  and  pro* 
visions  to  a  considerable  amount.  He  was 
obliged  to  keep  seven  tables  on  board,  to 
give  up  the  wsrdroom,  and  to  expose  both 
himself  and'  his  officers  to  many  inconve- 
niences for  six  or  seven  days.  On  arriT* 
ing  at  Elba,  Buonaparte  sent  an  officer  to 
captain  Usher,  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
expenses  of  the  passage.  Captain  Usher 
thought  his  Government  would  be  offended 
if  be  accepted  such'  paymedt,  and,  as  be 
(Mr.  Whitbread)  thought  he  ought  to  have 
done,  civilly  declined  receiving  the  prof- 
fered remuneration.  It  was  proper  to  state 
that  when  Napoleon  landed  in  Elba  he 
waa  destitute  of  wines  and  stores ;  captain 
Usher  supplied  him  with  what  he  had  on 
board  bis  ship ;  and  when  he  returned  and 
applied  to  the  Admiralty  for  the  expenses, 
he  neceived  for  answer,  that  it  waa  sup- 
posed Napoleon  bad  paid  for  himself  and 
nis  whole  suite.  Indignant  at  this,  as  it 
seemed  to  accuse  him  of  endeavouring  to 
obtain  money  under  false  pretences,  capt. 
Usher  inquired  whence  this  information 
j  was  obtained,  which  was  finally  traced  to  * 
a  memorandum  written  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman-opposite (Mr.  Croker).  and  proved 
to  k>e  a  mere  supposition  of  his,  founded  on 
some  hearsay  or  iiewspaptr  roport.  Tho 
captain  wts  then  toU  to  oiake  out  an  ac- 
count of  hia  eypepses.  He  replied,  that 
he  could  not,  and  left  the  case  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  A^^Btiraily,  leho  had 
directed  100/.  to  be  paid  to  him*  The 
axpenae  of  coDf eying  Bnonapartt  to  Elba 
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was  thai  left  to  (all  on  captain  Uther,— a 
man  in  moderate  cfrcomstances*  with  a 
facnily,  who  bad  been  engaged  a  hundred 
and  thirty-five  timet  against  the  enemies  of 
bis  country,  aod  who  was  called  on  unex- 
pectedly to  perform  ,a  very  extraordinary 
and  delicate  service,  and  who  had  per- 
formed it  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  parties. 
This,  he  contended,  was  a  case  of  great 
hardship ;  he  trusted  it  would  be  taken 
into  consideration,  and  that  captain  Usher 
would  be  completely  indemnined. 

Mr.  Craker  denied  that  there  was  any 
thing  disrespectful  to  captain  Usher,  in  the 
•opposition  that  Buonaparte  had  kept  his 
own  table  on  the  voyiige.  This  was  com- 
monly done,  and  it  was  natural  to  suppose 
that  it  would  have  been  done  by  Buona- 
parte for  his  own  accommodation.  Cap- 
tain Usher  had  never  been  ask^d  to  make 
out  his  account  item  by  itero,  but  merely 
to  state  the  expense  incurred,  1, 9,  or  SOO/^ 
When  he  declined  to  do  this,  the  Admi- 
ralty could  do  no  more  than  direct  the 
payment  of  the  sum  permitted  to  be  paid 
in  the  case  of  a  crowned  head  being  con- 
veyed'from  one  place  to  another,  by  the 
order  in  council  of  IB] 2. 

Mr.  tVhiihread  said,  the  hon.  gentleman 
seemed  to  think  captain  Usher  would  have 
been  right  to  suffer  Buonaparte  to  pay  for 
his  passage.  [Mr.Crokersaid  "No.'H  He 
put  it  to  the  hon.  gentleman  if  any  officer, 
or  gentleman,  could  have  acted  better 
than  captain  Usher  had  done.  When  it 
was  remembered  that  no  man  had  fought 
more  bravely,  or  bled  more  freely  for  his 
country,  he  trusted  some  way  of  remune- 
rating his  services  would  be  found  without 
wounding  his  feelings. 

Mr.  Croker  was  anxious,  though  he  had 
already  denied  that  he  wished  Buonaparte 
had  been  allowed  to  pay  for  his  passage, 
more  formally  to  state  such  had  not  been 
his  wish.  That  could  not  be  permiUed. 
No  ofienci^  to  captain  Usher  was  meant,  in 
supposing  that,  for  his  own  convenience, 
Bttonaparie  might  have  kept  his  own  table. 
He  was  anxious  to  state  this,  lest  improper 
motives  should  be  imputed  to  captains, 
who  permitted  that  tb  be  done,  wnich  it 
had  been  supposed  it  might  be  Buona- 
parte's pleasure  to  do.  The  course  taken 
with  respect  to  captain  Usher  was  the 
'same  with  that  pursued,  under  similar  cir- 
cumstances, with  sir  R.  Codrington,  ad- 
miral Fremantle,  and  other  officers,  with- 
out the  smallest  slight  being  intended  or 
supposed. 

Mr.  Barkam  mid,  tlial  being  a  relative 
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of  the  gallant  officer  in  question,  he  might 
be  permitted  to  say  a  few  words,  though 
he  bad  no  idea  that  the  topic  would  have 
been  brooght  before  the  House.  It  was 
not  so  much  the  matter,  as  the  manner  of 
the  refusal  that  had  hurt  captain  Usher. 
The  circumstance  that  hurt  his  mind  was 
this, — that  when  he  stated  that  he  had 
been  at  expense  in  conveying  Buonaparte 
to  Elba,  an  opinion  was  expressed  by  the 
hon.  gentleman  opposite,  that  Buonaparte 
might  have  paid  tor  his  own  table.  Cap- 
tain Usher  naturally  felt  hurt  at  this  im- 
plied doubt,  which  was  rather  increased 
than  softened  by  being  desired  to  make 
out  his  bill  of  expenses. 

Mr.  OoAer  observed,  in  reply,  that  cap- 
tain Usher  had  received  no  treatment  dif- 
ferent from  other  officers  who  happened 
to  have  a  similar  service  to  perform,  and 
who  stated  generally  the  expense  thereby 
occasioned.  It  was  not  understood  that 
every  item  should  be  specified,  but  merely 
the  expense  generally.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man said,  -however,  it  was  not  so  much 
the  matter  as  the  manner  of  the  answer  to 
captain  Usher's  application  that  bad  hurt 
him.  Now,  it  so  happened,  that  he  never 
had  the  honour  of  a  personal  interview 
with  that  gentleman  in  his  life.  The 
whole  of  the  transaction  took  place  in  the 
regular  correspondence  of  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  and  he  was  quite  unconscious 
of  having  given  any  offence  to  captain 
Usher. 

Lord  CoitlereaghiM,  that  the  only  wish 
could  be  that  captain  Usher  shouTd  nave  a 
proper  reimbursement  of  his  expenses. 
He  was  most  desirous  that  such  a  reim- 
bursement should  be  made  ;  but  it  would 
be  a  great  assistance  to  the  judgment  of 
the  Government  if  captain  Usher  would 
state  in  the  most  general  way  the  sum 
which  he  supposed  himself  to  have  ex- 
pended. 

Mr.  WhUbread  felt  satisfied,  since  the 
question  had  been  put  in  a  point  of  .view 
agreeable  to  captain  Usher's  feelings,  that 
no  further  difficulty  would  be  found. 

Mr.  IV,  Smiih  conceived,  that  captain 
Usher  had  thought  his  word  doubted,  and 
therefore  refused  to  comply  with  what  was 
a  very  reasonable  request.  He  wished  to 
know  why  the  captain  who  conveyed 
marshal  Blucher  from  Calais  to  Dover, 
had  been  paid  600/.  It  was  said  the  cap- 
tain was  not  to  profit  by  his  guest%  but 
here  he  thought  500/.  must  have  been 
paid  over  and  above  the  expense  incurred. 
In  these  things  he  thought  there  might  be 
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a  great  deal  of  faTOiirititiD«  as  also  io  the 
large  turns  paid  to  capuins  of  ships  carry* 
log  oat  specie.  He  wished  to  ask  why  cap* 
tains  of  the  navy  were  paid  any  thing  for  the 
freight  of  specie  on  government  account  ? 
He  observed,  that  captain  Farquhar  was 
paid  2y000f.  for  conveying  specie  from 
PorumoQth  to  Passages. 

Mr.  Croker  in  reply,  said  that  the  risk 
was  considerable,  as  the  capuin  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  delivery  of  the  whole  of 
the  •specie.  He  recollected  the  cane  of 
commodore  Owen  having  a  freight  of 
specie,  and  having  had  some  of  it  stolen, 
when  he  was  obliged  to  make  good  the 
loss,  which  not  only  swallotred  op  all  he 
received  for  freight,  bat  also  a  part  of  his 
property.  While  merchants  were  glad  to 
pay  2{  per  cent,  for  the  freight  of  specie, 
government  paid  only  ^  per  cent. 

Mr.  W.  Smiih  could  not  conceive  the 
principle  apon  which  a  naval  officer  shoold 
be  remunerated  at  the  public  expense,  for 
doing  that  which  as  a  servant  of  the  public 
he  was  obliged  to  do ;  and  as  to  the  idea 
soggosted  by  the  hon.  gentleman,  he 
thought  it  qoite  a  mockery  to  suppose  that 
naval  officers  could  be  rendered  respon- 
sible for  the  enormous  sums  sometimes 
committed  to  their  care. 

Mr.  Baring  observed,  that  it  was  a  novel 
practice  to  allow  our  naval  officers  to 
charge  such  commission  as  they  thought 
proper  for  the  conveyance  of  the  money 
of  merchants  from  foreign  ports,  no  such 
practice  having  prevailed  during  the  for- 
mer American  war.  The  hon.  gentleman 
animadverted  upon  several  items  in  the 
accounts  on  the  table,  with  regard  to  our 
colonial  expenditure,  in  which  profusion 
appeared  to  run  riot,  especially  in  the 
Commissariat.  This  prolusion  be  illus- 
trated by  referring  to  the  case  of  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  in  which  the  allowance  to 
Mr.  Hill,  of  the  commissariat,  for  the  cur- 
rent year,. was  173.000/.,  although  for  the 
last  year  it  was  only  69,000/.,  and  for  the 
preceding  year  43,000/. ;  also  to  the  cases 
of  Ceylon,  Goree,  Sierra  Leone,  and  the 
Leeward  Islands.  The  allowance  to  Mr. 
Damemm,  for  Jamaica,  Tor  the  present 
year,  was  426,000/.,  although  for  the  last 
year  it  was  only  160,000/.,  and  for  the 
preceding  year  58,000/.  These  cases  he 
thooght  sufficient  to  show  the  necessity  of 
inquiry  by  a  committee  above  stairs  ; 
and  concluded  by  observing,  that  if  our 
colonial  expenses  should  be  thus  enor- 
mous, it  would  be  quite  impossible  for  the 
country  to  support  the  system. 


Sir  (^arki  Mcmdt  noticed  the  eom  of 
nearly  8,000iL  charged  for  the  creation  of 
the  late  batch  of  Peers,  comprizing  so 
many  gallant  officers,  and  among  others 
of  1,500/.  for  the  advancement  of  lord 
Wellington  to  the  title  of  Duke,  together 
with  1401.  for  the  introduction  of  iiis 
grace  to  the  House  of  Peers.  Upon  what 
ground  such  a  sum  should  be  charged  to 
the  public,  or  the  fees  of  such  creation 
shoold  be  excessive,  he  confessed  himself 
quite  unable  to.  account. 

Mr.  Gordon  expressed  similar  senti* 
ments. 

Lord  IVofysaid,  that  the  members  of 
the  Commissariat  were,  he  understood,  ia 
the  habit  of  becoming  contractors  them* 
selves;  and  such  a  practice  was  obviously 
calculated  to  give  rise  to  great  abuse. 

The  CJionceilor  of  ike  Exckapur  observed, 
that  if  any  persons  connected  with  the 
Commissariat  were  capable  of  such  a 
practice,  they  would  be  obviously  guilty 
of  a  gross  breach  of , doty. 

Mr.  Banka  supported*  the  suggestion  of 
appointing  a  committee  above  stairs  to 
examine  those  acconnts,  and  especially  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Commis* 
sariat,  for  the  commiMton  appointed  to 
act  upon  the  Continent  was  not  sufficiently 
comprehensive  in  its  powers  completely 
to  answer  the  end  in  view.  The  practice 
of  (Vauds  in  this  department  was  mauer  of 
public  notoriety,  which  the  return  of  al- 
most ail  the  commissaries  with  large  for- 
tunes from  the  Continent  seemed  to  place 
beyond  dispute.  It  was  obvious  thai 
such  men  could  not  accumulate  such  for* 
tones  from  their  mere  pay  and  allowances; 
and  be  trusted  that  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  would  see  the  necessity  of 
complying  with  the  public  wish  by  insti* 
toting  an  inquiry  upon  this  subject.  If 
any  gentleman  should  bring  forward  a 
distinct  motion  for  the  institution  of  sach 
an  inquiry,  the  motion  should  certainly 
have  his  decided  support,  and  he  could 
not  conceive  that  ministers  had  any  in- 
terest in  resisting  it. 

Mr.  Ntwman  rose  to  express  his  entire 
approbation  of  what  had  fallen  from  the 
hon.  gentleman ;  and  being  unaccustomed 
to  trouble  the  House,  he  only  begged 
leave  to  add,  that  he  had  so  frequently 
heard  of  the  very  profuse  expenditure  of 
the  Commissariat,  that  he  hoped  a  com- 
mittee would  be  appointed  for  the  pur- 
poses proposed  by  the  hon.  gentleman. 
He  should  not  have  trespassed  on  the 
time  of  the  Hoasey  but  from  a  sense  of 
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duty  to  his  couDtry,  in  which  (be  iDterett 
mnd  character  of  the  Government  were 
niaterially  concerned.  • 

•  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  express- 
ed  his  opinion  that  any  committee  ap- 
pointed for  the  purposes  mentioned  by 
the  hon.  gentleman,  would  interfere  with 
•the  proceedin|(9  of  those  who  were  an* 
•poio<ed  to  audit  liie  public  accounts  m 
the  Peninsula.  With  respect  io  the  large 
ibrtones  which  had  been  accumulated  by 
individuals,  they  wer«  the  natural  conse* 
qoence  of  the  very  large  eKpenditure 
which  had  taken  place ;  but-  he  did  not 
believe  they  had  arisen  in  any  degree 
from  official  abuses. 

Mr.  Barmg  coniendied,  that  the  exa- 
mination would  not  interfere  with  the  au- 
diting of  the  account!;  and  intimated 
Jiis  intention  of  moving  for  a  committee 
■on  some  future  day. 

i  Lord  Pnby  saidy  that  if  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  would  compare  the  e$> 
penaes  of  the  French  and  the  English 
Commissariat,  especially  in  the  article  of 
transport  for  troops,  be  wpuld  see  good 
grounds  for  a  serious  inquiry. 
'  The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 
iiThe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  next 
moved,  that  six  millions  be  granted  on 
account  of  Army  Extraordinaries  for  the 
year  1815. 

*  Mr.,  Tiermy  objected  to  this  grant :  he 
thought  a  delay  necessary  to  examine  into 
4he  accounts,  for  the  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing the  confusion  of  both  years.  He 
hoped  the  right  hon.  gentleman  would 
not  press  this  Resolution  to  iis  full  extent 
jiow,  after  a  vote  of  twenty* one  million, 
as  if  he  had  caught  the  House  in  wind, 
and  presumed  that,  after  such  a  vote, 
6^000,000/.  were  nothing. 

'  The  ChanceUer  qf  the  Exchequer  explain- 
ed the  nature  of  those  accounts,  and  their 
connexion  with  the  vote  of  credit,  also 
the  great  difficulty  pf  making  them  com- 
pletely out,  parts  being  still  unreturned 
I'rpm  Spain.  He  however  had  nonobjec- 
tion to  take  a  vote  of  three  millions  at 
present,  and  to  defer  the  remainder. 
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Petition   of  Mr.   Jaiiixsom.]     The 

Petition  of  Mr.  W.  Jamieson,  one  of  the 

^  writers  to  the  Signet  in  Scotland,  and  now 

(Con6ned  in  .the  Cannongate  gaol,  com- 

Siainiogof  the  circumstances  under  which 
e  was  imprisoned^  having  been  read« 


Earl  Sconkpe  observed,  that  he.  did  not 
intend  to  ofier  any  opinion  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  this  Petition.  From  its  nature, 
however,  he  thought  it  doe  to  justice,  and 
to  the  petitioner,  to  have  the  documents 
to  which  it  referred  laid  before  their  lord- 
ships, with  a  view  to  have  the  matier  in- 
vestigated. Were  he,  indeed,  a  member 
of  the  Court  of  Session,  be  should  be 
anxious  to  become  acquainted  with  such 
an  accusation,  and  to  have  bis  conduct 
explained.  It  was  his  intention,  there* 
fore«  to  move'that  a  copy  of  the  PeM^ion 
lie  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Session,  ac- 
companied,  however,  by  an  order,  that 
the  documents  connected  with. the  accu- 
sad'oQ  should  be  transmitted  to  their  lord- 
ships. In  thus  proceeding  he  was  go- 
verned by  the  precedent  of  Judge  Fox's 
case,  in  which  that  judge  being  accused, 
and  being  properly  alive  to  the  protection 
of  his  character,  petitioned  himself  for  a 
copy  of  the  accusation.  He  trusted  that 
the  Scotch  judges  equally  valued  their 
reputation,  and  would  be  desirous  for  an 
opportunity  of  vindicating  themselves 
against  a  charge  of  this  nature*  If  the 
course  of  proceeding  which  he  proposed 
were  deemed  objectionable,  and  that  any 
other  noble  lord  should  suggest  a  better, 
course,  the  noble  earl  expressed  his  dis- 
position to  accede  to  it.     . 

The  Lord  Chancellor  thought  it  impos- 
sible to  comply  with  the  noble  earl's  mo- 
tion* The  petitioner  appeared  to  have 
been  committed  for  a  contempt  of  court, 
and  be  presumed  their  lordships  would 
not  be  disposed  to  interfere  with  such  a 
committal.  Indeed,  he  should  conceive 
it  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  that 
House,  and  the  respect  due  to  the  Court 
of  Session,  to  interfere  at  all  upon  this 
subject.  No  grounds  were  stated  to  jus- 
tify such  an  interference ;  and  he  hoped 
the  House  would  recollect  the  difficulty 
in  which  it  was  involved  in  Judge  Fox  s 
case,  when,  after  proceeding  to  a  certain 
extent,  it  was  found  that  it  could  not  go 
on  with  effects  The  first  question  in  this 
case  was,  whether  there  ought  to  be  any 
proceeding  at  all;  and  he  deprecated  an 
interposition  of  thie  nature  with  the  con- 
duct of  judges,  not  so  much  for  the  sake 
of  the  judges  themselves,  as  for  the  sake 
of  suitors,  whose  interest  must  always  be 
affected  by  the  enteruinment  of  charges 
upon  light  grounds  against  those  who 
were  appointed  to  administer  the  justice 
of  the  country.  If  a  judge  really  desepred 
accusation,  he  4>ugfat|  in  his  vieiv,  to  be 
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proceeded  against  in  a  much  more  forma! 
and  grave  manner'  than  the  noble  earl 
proposed. 

The  Earl  of  Lmiderdak  thought  the  beU 
tcr  mode  would  be  to  more  for  all  the 
acts  of  tfdertttU  with  regard  to  the  peii- 
timier^  because  it  appeared  that  the  pcti- 
tloner  was  committed  by  an  order  of  ihe 
Court  of  Session,  and  not  by  that  branch 
of  the  court  to  which  be  bad  appealed, 
and  which  was  competent  by  the  late  sta* 
tute  to  commit  him,  had  he  been  guilty 
of  contempt.  The  petitioner's  committali 
therefore,  did  not  afford  evidence  of  con- 
tempt. But  he  was  anxious  for  some  in- 
quiry respecting  those  acts  of  sederuni  ge* 
nerally,  because  he  understood  that  great 
abuses  of  power  were  connected  with 
them. 

'  AAer  a  few  further  obpenrations  from 
the  Lord  Chancellor,  who  urged  the  pro- 
priety rather  of  a  distinct  motion  to  settle 
the  law  respecting  the  acts  of  ndtnau 
without  any  connexion  with  this  case,  and 
of  lord  Melville  also  against  the  motion, 
with  a  remark  from  lord  Lauderdale  that 
the  petitioner  did  not  make  out  a  case  to 
warrant  the  interference  of  the  House,  the 
motion  was  negatived,  as  was  a  motion' 
also  of  earl  Stanhope  for  copies  of  the  acu 
ofiederuni  with  respect  to  Mr.  Jamieson. 


HOUSE  OF   COMMONS. 

Tuuday,  April  II. 

Insolvent  DsBToas  Bill.]  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant BcMi  rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice, 
to  move  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
amend  the  laws  respecting  Insolvent 
Debtors.  His  intention,  in  bringing  in 
this  Bill,  was  first,  to  force  persons  wHo 
were  possessed  of  property  to  give  it  up 
to  their  creditors,  and  next,  to  punish 
those  persons  who  had  become  insolvent 
through  their  own  profligacy  or  vice.  The 
first  object  which  he  had  stated  he  had  no 
doubt  would  meet  with  the  general  con- 
currence of  the  House.  The  proposition 
which  he  should  submit  was  founded  upon 
an  Act  passed  so  early  as  the  reign  of 
George  the  2d,  by  which  it  was  enacted, 
that  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  should 
be  obliged  to  deliver  op  their  property  for 
the  benefit  of  their  creditors,  under  the 
penalty  of  transportation.  The  provisions 
of  this  Act,  however,  only  extended  to 
persons  having  incurred  ilebts  under  the 
sum  of  100/.,  and  his  desire  was,  to  extend 
its  operations  to  debts  whatever  might  be 
thtjr  amount.     It  was,  no  doubt,  well 


m 

known  to  many  members  of  that  House, 
that  at  this  moment  there  were  nomeroua 
persons  in  prison  for  debt  in  various  parta 
of  this  kingdom,  who  were  spending  their 
substance  in  the  most  luxurious  exlrava^ 
gance,  and  who  bid  defiance  to  those  cre- 
ditors whose  ruin  they  had  promoted,  by 
becoming  largely  in  their  debt    To  give 
creditors  the  power  of  forcing  those  per- 
sons to  deliver  up  their  property  was, 
therefore,  the  first  object  he  bad  in  view; 
and  all  the  deviation  he  should  make  from 
the  Act  of  George  the  QA,  was,  to  extend 
its  operations  in   an  unlimited  manner. 
The  other  part  of  his  Bill,  which  was*  to 
increase  the  punishment  of  persons  who 
firom  their  own  acts  of  folly  and  impru- 
dence had  become  insolvent,  he  was  ap- 
prehensive would  not  meet  with  so  general 
an  assent  as  that  which  he  had  just  stated; 
yet  he  trusted  the  explanation  which  he 
should  give  would  tend  to  remove  any 
difficulties  that  might  arise.   His  principal 
and  most  anxious  wish  was  to  distingoish 
between  the  unfortunate  and  the  fraudulent 
debtor ;   because  he  was  aware  that  there 
was  a  species  of  credit  that  was  absolutely 
necessary;  and  was  far  from  thinking, 
that  those  whose  only  crime  was  poverty 
should    be  punished.    In  certain  cases, 
punishment  ought  rather  to  fall  on  those 
who  think  proper  to  trust,  than  on  those 
who  apply  for  credit.    Yet  an  excess  of 
credit  was  a  public  injury;  and  the  effect 
of  the  last  Bill  went  to  destroy  that  credit 
which  was  highly  necessary  to  the  public 
welfare.    Amongst  the  middle  classes,  for 
example,  there  were  persons  who  could 
not  exist  without  it.    Men  in  public  offices, 
officers  on  half- pay,  and  others  similarly 
situated,  whose  salaries  were  received  only 
by  the  quarter,  and  then  not  precisely  to 
a  day,  would  be  in  the  utmost  distress  but 
for  this  accommodation ;  but  the  present 
Bill  had  tended  to  withdraw  this  necessary 
credit.   The  reason  was,  that  no  tradesman 
could   know  whom  it  was  safe  to  trust, 
when  any  man,  after  getting  in  his  debt, 
and  being  pressed  for  payment,  had  only 
to  warn  him  not  to  proceed  against  him, 
as  he  should  in  that  case,  give  him  a  bill 
upon   lord   Redesdale   at   three   months. . 
This  state  of  things  went  to  destroy  the 
credit  that  was  necessary,  as  well  as  that 
which  was  improper.    A  tradesman  might 
find  himself  utterly  unable  to  carry  on  his 
business,  if  he  was  expected  to  examine 
most  minutely  into  the  circumstances  of 
every  body  to  whom  he  gave  credit.     It 
was  no  doubt  familiar  to  the  House  that 
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the  Bill  which  was  called  "  lord  Redei- 
dale's  Bill''  bad  given  rise  to  maoy  serious 
•tjections.    It  in  fact  gave  the  same  faci- 
lity to  the  dishonest  as  the  honest  debtor, 
t«  obtain  his  liberly  at  the  expiration  of 
three  months  imprisonment.  He  was  will- 
ing to  admit  that  the  judge  who  should 
kafe  to  discriminate  between  these  cases 
would  be  placed  in  a  very  trying  situation. 
In  fact,  the  only  way  of  separating  the 
honest  from  the  dishonest  debtor,  would 
be  to  introduce  some  sort  of  scale  by  which 
the  claim  to  the  advantages  of  the  Act 
might  be  regulated.    Such  a  scale  he  had 
prepared  for    the    consideration    of   the 
House.     He  had  to  propose,  that  if  the 
debtor  was  found  in  a  condition  to  pay  l$s. 
in  the  pound,  he  should  be  entitled  to  his 
discharge    at    the    expiration    of    three 
months.    If  he  should  from  the  improTi- 
dent  management  of  his  affairs,  be  only  in 
a  condition  to  pay  10s.  in  the  pound,  then 
he  thought  bis  imprisonment  should  ex- 
tend to  a  longer  period,  namely,  to  twelve 
uaonths.    Again,  if  the  debtor,  by  expend- 
ing that  which  he  mu^t  know  belonged  to 
others,  was  unable  to  pay   lOs.  in  the 
pound,  such  a  man,  he  thought,  ought  to 
he  imprisoned  two  years,  twelvemonths  of 
which,  should  be,  passed  within  the  walls 
of  a  prison,  and  not  as  at  present,-  in  what 
were  called  the  roles.     And  lastly,  if  a 
man  was  entirely  insolvent,  and  without 
the  hope  of  paying  any  portion  of  his 
debts,  he  considered  it  was  but  proper  that 
he  should  be  kept  within  the  walls  of  a 
prison  for  two  years.    It  would  naturall}* 
occur,  that    there  were  many  cases  in 
which  a  prisoner  might  be  in  no  condition, 
from   misfortunes  not  originating  in  his 
own  vices,  to  pay  any  thing  in  liquidation 
of  his  debts.     To  such  an  individual  he  by 
no  means  wished  the  scale  which  he  had 
stated  to  apply ;  it  should,  therefore,  be 
open  in  all  cases  for  the  debtor  to  prove  by 
his  own  oath,  supported  by  other  satisfac- 
tory evidence,  whether  his  distresses  were 
attributable  to  imprudence  or  misfortune, 
and  if  ht  was  able  to  establish  the  latter, 
then  he  should  extremely  lament  his  de- 
tention in  custody  beyond  the  time  that 
was  necessary  to  prove  the  fact.    It  was 
likewise  his  intention  to  provide,  that  the 
Judge  of  the  Court  should   6rst  decide 
whether  a  debtor  was  a  fit  person  to  be  dis- 
charged, and  that  then  a  majority  of  his  cre- 
ditors should  sanction  that  discharge  be- 
fore it  took  place.    It  had  been  remarked, 
that  creditors  often,  from  being  at  a  dis- 
tance  from  their  debtors,  would  not  be  at 
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the  expense  and  trouble  of  opposing  their 
discharge,  and  under  this  impression, 
many  persons  got  themselves  removed  by 
Habeas  Corpus,  from  Northamptonshire, 
and  other  distant  coimties,  to  the  prisons 
of  the  metropolis,  by  which  means  they 
escaped  all  scrutiny  whatever.  To  obviate 
this  practice,  he  should  insert  a  clause,  by 
which,  at  the  desire  of  a  majority  of  the 
creditors,  such  persons  mieht  be  removed 
down  to  the  place  where  their  debtf  were 
contracted,  so  that  they  might  be  opposed 
with  effect,  and  without  those  eAormous 
expenses  which,  by  the  present  system, 
must  be  incurred,  if  opposition  was  to  be 
made.  The  policy  of  these  amendments 
to  the  Bill  now  in  force,  he  was  convinced, 
would  strike  every  member  in  the  House ; 
and  he  trusted,  if  he  was  allowed  leave  to 
bring  in  the  Bill,  that  he  should  be  able 
more  clearly  to  establish  their  necessity. 
The  learned  Serjeant  concluded  by  moving, 
*'  That  leave  be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill 
for  the  amendment  of  the  laws  relating  to 
Insolvent  Debtors.'' 

Mr.  W.  Bathurst  said,  it  was  impossible 
for  those  who  had  fully  investigated  the 
effect  of  the  Bill  known  by  the  name  of 
"  lord  Redesdale's  Bill,''  not  to  observe 
that  it  was  injurious  as  well  to  public 
credit  as  to  public  morals ;  by  exciting  on 
the  one  hand  a  lawless  extravagance,  and 
on  the  other  by  creating  distrust,  and  de- 
stroying that  useful  credit  which  was 
essential  to  the  existence  of  the  country 
as  a  commercial  nation.  He  did  not  wish 
to  advert  to  the  law  as  it  existed  before  the 
passing  of  this  Bill,  yet  he  most  folly  sub- 
scribed to  tbe  necessity  of  bringing  for- 
ward some  measure  by  which  a  distinction 
might  be  made  between  the  unfortunate 
and  the  fraudulent  debtor ;  and  with  this 
feeling  he  cordially  seconded  the  motion 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Serjeant  on  the 
floor,  than  whom  he  thought  no  man  mora 
competent  to  the  performance  of  the  task 
he  had  undertaken. 

Mr.  Horner  said,  that  from  the  reading 
of  the  motion  which  he  had  just  heard,  he 
had  been  released  from  the  uncertainty 
in  which  he  was  placed  from  the  form  of 
the  notice  of  the  learned  seijeaiit,  as  it 
stood  on  the  order-book,  as  it  was  there 
stated  that  his  intention  was  to  move  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Insolrent  Act  altogether. 
He  was  glad  to  find  that  he  was  mistaken^ 
and  that  the  object  of  the  learned  serjeank 
was  only  to  amend  the  Bill  in  question* 
It  was  not  his  intention  to  follow  the  bo»* 
gentleman  irbo  bad  spoken  last,  i^  )^" 
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ditqoitition  apdn  pnblic  credit,  as  all  must 
agree  that  it  was  of  the  last  importance 
not  to  check  the  credit  of  this  coiuntry  by 
any  enactment  of  law.  If  be  underatooKi 
the  learned  serjeant  right»  he  bad  divided 
bis  Bill  into  two  branches — ihe  one  for 
enforcing  the  delivery  of  the  property  of 
the  debtor  to  the  creditor,  and  the  other 
for  the  punisboient  of  the  insolvent  debtor. 
With  reference  to  the  first  proposition,  as 
far  as  it  could  be  accomplished,  he  had 
not  the  slightest  objection,  as  nothing  was 
more  jait  than  that  the  creditor  should 
have  the  benefit  of  any  property  of  which 
his  debtor  might  be  possessed.  This 
object,  however,  he  apprehended,  could 
be  obtained,  as  far  as  it  was  practicable, 
under  the  present  Act.  The  other  pro* 
position,  for  the  punishment  of  the  iusol- 
▼eut  debtor,  was  one,  however,  at  which 
he  cooid  not  help  expressing  bis  surprise, 
as  well  from  the  nature  of  the  proposition 
itself,  as  that  it  should  have  come  from 
^ne  so  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
laws  of  the  country  as  the  learned  seijeant. 
If  a  fraud  was  committed,  he  would  ask, 
were  there  not  penal  statutes  by  which  it 
was  punishable  ?  Could  aoy  thing  be  so 
incongruous  as  the  principle  of  ascertain- 
ing the  degree  of  a  man's  guilt  by  the 
number  of  shillings  which  he  was  able  to 
pay  his  creditors  in  the  pound?  The 
House  he  was  sure  would  never  accede  to 
this  principle.  What  was  the  learned 
serieant's  remedy  for  the  unfortunate 
debtor  ?  Why,  to  throw  the  burthen  of 
reproof  upon  the  debtor.  This,  however, 
was  done  by  the  present  act,  one  half  of 
which  was  occupied  with  clauses  to  prevent 
fraods.  He  decidedly  condemned  the 
notion  of  punishing  a  man  for  insolvency, 
except  where  the  fraudulent  or  dishonest 
motives  were  most  explicitly  ascertained. 
He  should  not  oppose  the  introduction  of 
ihe  Bill,  because  he  was  really  anxious  to 
see  how  the  learned  serjeant  had  defined 
the  cases  of  fraudulent  and  dishonest  in- 
solvency* 

Mr.  Loekhmi  said,  that  the  description 
of  persons  whom  his  ben.  and  learned 
firiend  was  desirous  of  punishing,  were 
not  those  who  committed  what  were  termed 
legal  fraods,  and  who  would,  of  course,  be 
anbiect  to  the  laws  already  in  force  for 
preventing  such  crimes;  but  it  should  be 
fecollactcd  that  there  were  many  frauds 
which  did  not  come  under  the  head  of 
legal  frauds,  and  which  it  was  extremely 
Msirableshoald  not  pass  off  with  impnnity. 
Of  this  description  were  thoio  sons  of 
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fraods  which  «rere  committed  by  persons 
aMuming  false  appearances  of  respectabi* 
lity,  and  inducing  tradesmen  to  give  credit, 
which,  under  other  circumstances,  they 
would  not  have  given.  It  was  the  preven* 
tion  of  these  practices  his  hon.  and  learned 
friend  had  in  view,  and  therefore  it  was 
that  he  was  anxious  to  fix  such  scales  a^ 
would  enable  a  due  discrimination  to  be 
made  between  the  fraudulent  and  the 
honest  debtor.  But  the  Act  as  it  now 
stood  was  only  for  debauching  the 
principles  of  a  debtor  for  two  or  three 
months,  and  then  setting  him  at  li« 
berty,  to  the  injury  of  his  creditors. 
Another  defect  of  the  Act  was,  that  it 
made  no  distinction  between  the  debtor 
who  pot  his  creditor  to  all  manner  o£ 
vexations  law  expenses^  and  him  who  as 
once  suffered  jiidgmeot  to  go  by  default. 
He  thought,  too,  it  was  a  aource  of  great 
regret,  that  there  was  not  some  mode  oC 
recovering  small  debts,  of  ten  or  twenty 
pounds,  less  expensive  then  the  present 
means,  by  which  an  expense  of  401.  or 
SOk  was  often  incurred.  It  was  a  fact» 
that  from  every  cause  which  was  carried 
into  a  court  oi  law,  not  less  than  thirty 
persons  received  fees.  •  This  circumstance 
reminded  him  of  a  caricature  of  the  inimita'* 
ble  Hogarth,  in  which  all  the  powers  of  the 
engineer  were  renresented  as  being  applied 
to  draw  a  cork  from  a  bottle.  The  -hon. 
gentleman  said,  it  was  strange,  that  in 
preparing  Insolvent  Acts,  nobody  had  said 
a  word  about  those  debu  which  arose  from 
some  species  of  wrongs,  called  malicious 
injuries,  which  a  man  may  commit  against 
another  almost  with  impunity.  Such  were 
those  of  atrocious  battery,  or  breach  of 
promise  of  marriage,  for  which  a  man, 
after  being  convicted  in  large  damagea 
and  imprisoned,  got  free  at  the  end  of 
three  months,  the  same  as  if  he  owed  only 
a  simple  debt.  Bat  the  greatest  injury 
the  act  did  to  trade  was,  the  putting  an 
end  to  all  final  actions ;  for  nobody  would 
think  of  prosecuting  a  man  to  recover  a 
small  debt,  when  he  knew  that  the  de- 
fendant could  run  him  to  great  expense, 
and  then  throw  himself  in  prison.  After 
several  other  observatioiu  in  fevour  of  the 
proposed  amendments,  the  hon.  gentleman 
concluded,  by  expressing  his  confidence 
that  they  would  have  the  effect  of  stemming 
the  tide  of  dishonesty  amongst  the  mid* 
dling  classes  of  society,  and  restore  prin* 
ciplea  of  equity  and  justice  between  man 
and  man. 

Mr.  Abatramkk  thought  that,  the  learned 
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Serjeant  ought  to  have  deemed  it  incoin* 
bent  upon  him  to  show  that  the  Bill  as  it 
now  existed,  had  been  found  inefficient 
for  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  intended. 
The  Bill,  however,  provided  that  the  judg- 
ment which  discharged  a  debtor  should 
be  revoked,  if  within  a  year  it  could  be 
proved  that  he  had  been  improperly  dis- 
charged ;  yet  the  learned  serjeant  had 
not  said  that  a  single  case  of  such  revo- 
cation had  occurred.  In  point  of  fact 
he  was  making  a  law  to  punish  a  man  for 
all  the  casualties  and  misfortunes  of  life, 
but  if  he  was  well  off,  to  prevent  him  from 
punishment.  It  was  in  order  to  remedy 
this  very  evil  that  the  temporary  Insolvent 
Acts  had  gained  the  .attention  of  Parlia- 
ment. The  debtor  was  not  the  only  per- 
fon  in  fault.  It  was  well  known  that  a 
▼ery  large  proportion  of  persons  were 
brought  into  this  situation  by  those  who 
were  eiideavouring  to  establish  tjiemseWes 
in  business,  through  giving  every  facility 
to  credit,  and  who,  if  they  wore  not  suc- 
cessful, could  avail  themselves  of  the  laws 
of  bankruptcy.  But  those  persons  who 
conducted  their  business  with  caution,  had 
never  experienced  any  of  the  consequences 
expatiated  on  by  the  learned  serjeant. 
On  •  the  whole  he  thought  that  he  had 
made  out  no  case  whatever  for  interfering 
with  the  Act. 

Mr.  Hunt  expressed  his  admiration  of 
the  present  Insolvent  Act,  which  bethought 
sufficiently  effective  without  any  amend- 
ment. It  had  fallen  to  his  lot  to  sit  as 
chairinan  under  the  Act,  and  from  his  own 
experience,  he  could  state  that  every 
means  were  taken  to  prevent  the  discharge 
of  fraudulent  debtors.  In  the  whole 
county  of  Sussex  the  discharge  of  but  five 
persons  had  been  opposed. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  said,  that  the  last 
observation  of  the  hon.  gentleman  who 
had  just  sat  down,  afforded  the  best  argu- 
ment for  his  motion,  inasmuch  as  by  the 
statement  he  had  '  made,  that  bat  five 
persons  had  been  opposed  in  the  whole 
county  of  Sussex,  the  evil  arising  from 
persons  removing  *  from  distant  county 
gaols  to  the  metropolis  was  rendered  ma- 
nifest. The  learned  serjeant  replied  to 
the  objections  that  had  been  made  against 
his  proposed  Bill,  and  complained  of  being 
mifunderstood  by  those  who  contended 
that  the  object  of  the  Bill  was  to  punish 
insolvency,  h  tended  merely  to  discrimi- 
nate between  this  insolvency  which  was 
unavoidable,  and  that  insolvency  which 
was  iim  result  of  miKonduct. 
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Mr.  Barm^  concurred  in  the  general 
principles  of  the  present  Bill.  If  the 
learned  serjeant  had  left  it  to  its  course  of 
operation  for  a  year  or  two  more,  its  good 
or  bad  effects  would  be  more  evident. 
Before  any  alteration  in  the  Bill  had  been 
proposed,  be  should  have  been  glad  to 
hear  that  a  committee  had  been  appointed 
to  examine  the  subject  thoroughly^ 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the 
Bill. 

Address  on  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
WITH  America.]  .  Mr.  Hart  Davis  rose  for 
the  purpose  of  moving  an  address  of 
thanks  to  the  Prince  Regent,  for  the  treaty 
of  peace  with  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. He  trusted  the  House  would  do  him' 
the  justice  to  believe,  that  it  was  with 
great  diffidence  he  rose  on  the  present 
occasion,  when  so  many  other  gentlemen 
were  so  much  better  qualified  for  the  task; 
but  he  should  content  himself  with  briefijr 
stating  the  considerations  which  satisfied 
his  mind  that  the  treaty  deserved  the 
thanks  and  congratulation  of  the  House. 
There  were  few  men  in  this  country,  he 
believed,  who  did  not  agree  that  the  war, 
as  declared  by  America,  was  unprovoked 
on  our  part ;  and  it  was  to  him  equally 
manifest  that  it  was  now  brought  to  a  cloto 
not  inconsistent  with  our  honour  or  our 
interests.  That  man  must  have  singular 
views  of  the  policy  of  Great  Britain,  who 
thought  that  it  ought  to  have  been  conti* 
nued  by  us  for  the  purpose  of  territorial 
aggrandisement,  from  vindictive  feelings, 
or  from  a  wish  to  extend  the  triumphs  of 
our  arms  in  another  hemisphere.  Besides, 
it  could  not  fail  to  be  considered,  that 
however  unprovoked,  it  was  a  war  carried 
on  with  a  people  of  the  same  origin,  the 
same  language,  &nd  the  same  manners 
with  ourselves, — a  war,  therefore,  which 
must  be  naturally  entered  upon  with  re- 
luctance, and  terminated  with  satisiiEiction. 
Neither  could  it  be  overlooked,  that  the 
interests  of  America  were  closely  con- 
nected with  our  own.  She  was  essentially 
a  great  agricultural  country,  and  could 
advantageously  supply  us  with  her  raw 
produce,  while  she  took  our  manolactures 
in  return.  The  more  she  was  driven  from 
pursuing  her  natural  policy,  by  war  or  a 
system  of  blockade,  however  necessary 
these  might  have  been,  in  the  same  pro- 
portion was  she  forced  to  become  a  great 
maritime  and  manufacturing  country. 
Peace  with  America,  then,  was  the  natural 
policy  ^of  tbii  oouutry^  and  indeed  the 
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iQle  object  of  the  war  on  oor  part  wai 
■imply  10  retitt  aggreMion,  and  support 
our  maritime  rights.  America  had  avowed 
as  ber  objects  in  going  to  war,  the  conquest 
of  Canada,  the  enforcement  of  the  prin- 
ciple, that  free  ships  make  free  goods,  and 
the  right  of  naturalizing  our  seamen, — 
principles  which  could  not  be  surrendered, 
and  on  the  maintenance  of  which  depended 
our  existence  as  a  great  nation.  Accord- 
ingly they  had  not  been  surrendered; 
Canada  had  been  gloriously,  defended 
eyen  by  a  small  body  of  troops,  and  peace 
had  been  made  in  the  spirit  of  peace*  A 
wide  field  was  again  opened  for  the  com- 
merce and  manufactures  of  this  country,-— 
a  circumstance  peculiarly  gratifying  to 
him  as  the  repreientative  of  a  large  com- 
merciai  city,  and  which  became  still  more 
important  from  the  new  aspect  of  affairs 
in  Europe.  The  war,  if  lamentable  in 
other  respects,  had  at  least  taught  both 
nations  to  appreciate  their  own  strength, 
and  the  mischief  they  could  do  each  other. 
America  had  shown  that  she  was  most 
formidable  on  her  own  territory ;  while, 
on  the  other '  hand,  she  most  have  felt, 
from  th^  destruction  of  her  trade,  and  the 
harassing  of  her  coasts,  the  extent  of  the 
calamity  which  war  with  this  country  was 
capable  of  inflicting.  He  hoped  that  this 
would  operate  as  a  lesson  to  both  countries, 
and  that  the  peace  would  be  followed  up 
by  a  treaty  of  commerce  mutually  advan- 
tageous. We  had  retained  in  our  hands 
the  Newfoundland  fisheries,  and  the  trade 
with  India,  and  a  participation  in  them 
might  be  conceded  for  an  adequate  return 
of  commercial  advantages.  The  hon. 
gentleman  concluded  with  moving,  *'That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  to  re- 
torn  to  his  Royal  Highness  the  most 
humble  Thanks  of  this  House,  for  having 
been  graciously  pleased  to  lay  before  us  a 
copy  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity 
concluded  and  ratified  between  his  Ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States  of  America : 
To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that,  having 
fully  considered  the  same,  we  reflect,  with 
the  utmost  gratitude  and  satisfaction,  on 
«the  fresb  proof  that  has  been  afforded,  by 
the  conclusion  of  this  important  arrange* 
ment,  of  his  Royal  Highness's  anxious  re- 
gard for  the  welfare  of  his  Majesty's  peo- 
ple ;  an  arrangenunt  which,  we  trust,  will 
establish  a  perfect  reconciliation  and  per- 
jsanent  friendship  between  the  two  coon- 
tries,  united  by  so  many  ties  of  common 
origin  and  reciprocal  interest!/' 


Mr.  Fofumiby  rose  ancl  said :  I  can  assure 
you.  Sir,  that  no  man  in  this  House  re- 
joices more  sincerely  than  1  do,  at  the 
termination  of  the  contest  with  Ameiica: 
•  but,  in  my  opinion,  it  would  be  a  disgrace 
to  this  House,  to  present  the  Address 
moved  by  the  hon.  member,  as  it  now 
stands,  to 'his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent ;  because  I  think  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  inform  his  Royal  Highness, 
of  what  J  conceive  to  have  been  the  gross 
misconduct,  and  entire  miamanagemeiit, 
of  ministers,  iit  the  pregreu  of  the  nego- 
ciations,  and  in  the  execution  of  the 
Treaty,  with  the  United  States  of  Ame* 
rica.  The  first  thing  that  must  strike 
every  man  who  has  read  this  Treaty  is, 
that  there  is  no  one  subject  whatever,  that 
existed  in  dispute  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, before  its  signature;  that  does  not,  in 
fact,  still  exist ;  and  that  all  the  preten- 
sions, that  were  advanced  by  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  in  the  course  of  the  negociations 
which  ended  in  this  Treaty,  were,  one  by 
one,  abandoned  by  them.  I  hope  the  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  (Mr.  Goulborn)i  as  I 
judge  by  bis  manner  that  he  denies  this 
statement,  will  prove  that  it  is  erroneous. 
I  shall  be  very  happy  to  find  that  he  can 
do  so  on  good  authority.  As  the  noble 
lord  (Castlereagh)  refused,  on  the  motion 
of  an  hon.  friend  of  mine  (Mr.  Whitbread) 
to  lay  before  the  House,  the  papers  con* 
nected  with  the  negociation,  I  can  have  no 
recourse  to  documents,  except  those  which 
the  American  Government  has,  by  its  own 
authority,  and  on  the  responsibility  of  its 
own  character,  published  to  the  world.*  I 
here  speak  of  those  papers  which,  were  laid 
before  Congress  by  the  American  Presi- 
dent, and  which  were  received  by  Con- 
gress on  his  responsibility.  Another  thing 
to  be  remarked,  in  considering  this  Treaty, 
is,  the  time  of  its  conclusion.  It  was  not 
signed  till  the  24th  of  December  last ;  and 
I  think  it  will  puzzle  any  gentleman  who 
looks  to  it,  to  find  out  what  it  contains  that 
could  have  occasioned  a  delay  till  that 
period.  The  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  wai 
signed  on  the  11th  of  April — this  day 
twelvemonth ;  the  Act  of  Accession  by  the 
noble  lord,  was  signed  on  the  same  day, 
and  the  notification  of  the  execution  of 
that  Treaty  was  stated,  in  a  dispatch  from 
the  noble  lord  to  earl  Batharst,  on  the  13iii 

*  For  Copies  of  the  Papers  relative  to 
the  Negociations  at  Ghent,  published  by 
the  American  Goveroment,  tee  Vol.  U\i^ 
p.  SOU. 
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of  the  same  moDlh,  two  days  after  the  con* 
elusion  of  the  Treaty  of  Voniaiobleaa. 
The  Convention  with  France  was  signed 
on  the  27tb  of  April,  and  the  final  Treaty 
was  signed  at  Paris,  on  the  30th  of  May. 
Now,  surely,  it  is  necessary  for  the  House 
to  know,  what  obstacles  opposed  them- 
aelves  to  the  Conclusion  of  a  Definitive 
Treaty  with  America,  immediately  after 
the  entering  into  a  Treaty  with  France. 
The  1  reaty  of  Paris  bad  established  not 
only  peace  with  France,  but  with  all 
Europe;  and  tt  would  appear,  that  no 
time  was  so  favourable  for  this  country  to 
enter  into  negociations  with  America  as 
that  very  period.  -At  no  time  could  a 
proposition  of  a  pacific  nature  have  bad 
BO  good  an  effect,  as  it  respected  the 
American  government,  the  American 
people,  and  the  general  system  of  poli- 
tics in  Europe.  This  Government  was 
then  in  a  situation  to  have  continued  the 
contest  with  America,  if  it  pleased,  on  the 
roost  extensive  scale.  And  the  more  eie- 
vateil  it  fltood  in  the  estimation  of  the 
world— -the  more  powerful  and  imposing 
was  the  attitude  of  the  country — the  more 
was  it  incumbent  on  his  Mejt^sty's  minis- 
ters to  set  on  foot  a  Treaty  of  Peace,  and 
thus  to  have  demonstrated  the  generosity 
an«l  magnanimity  of  that  people,  who, 
white  they  had  ample  means  of  prosecuting 
war,  influenced  solely  by  a  spirit  of  mode- 
ration, h  id  preferred  peace. 

The  peace  of  Paris  was  concluded  on 
the  30th  of  May,  and  the  first  conference 
between  the  British  and  American  com- 
missioners at  Ghent,  took  place  on  the  8th 
of  August.  A  mediation  bad  been  before 
proposed — and  (speaking  on  the  same  sort 
of  authority  which,  I  have  already  ob- 
served, I  am  compelled  to  do,  since  the 
noble  lord  will  not  allow  me  any  farther 
information)  that  mediation  was  declined 
—a  mere  negociation  between  the  minis- 
ters of  the  two  countries  was  considered 
preferable.  At  this  first  conference,  on 
the  8th  of  August,  if  I  am  rightly  informed 
by  the  papers  laid  before  the  American 
Congress,  the  terms  on  which  alone  Great 
Britain  would  make  peace  with  America, 
were  substantially  proposed.  The  most 
remarkable  of  these  terms  were — a  pacifi 
cation  with,  (as  they  wjere  called)  the  In- 
dian Allies  of  Great  Britain,  and  a  settle- 
ment of  their  boundaries— military  pos- 
session of  the  lakes  of  Canada,  and  of 
certain  islands  said  to  belong  to  us,  but 
occupied  by  the  Americans  since  the 
Treaty  of  1*763  ;  to  ibii  was  added,  a  de- 
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sire  of  settling  a  new  boundary  for  the 
American  and  British  territories,  betweaa 
the  Mississippi  and  the  American  lakes* 
But  those  points  which  appeared  to  be 
principally  pressed  by  ministers  were,  the 
pacification  of  the  Indians— the  defining 
of  the  boundaries  of  their  territories— the 
military  occupation  of  the  lakes  of  Ca« 
nada— r-and  the  cession  of  those  islands 
which  the  Americans  had  occupied  since 
1783.  The  papers  from  [which  I  argue 
state,  that  the  American  commissioners 
were  informed  by  those  of  Great  BritaiOt 
that  the  concession  of  these  points  was 
the  sme  qud  itofi,  without  which  peace 
would  not  be  concluded. 

The  other  terms,  although  to  a  certain 
degree  insisted  on,  were  not  of  so  much 
importance;  but  no  hope  was  held  out 
that  peace  could  be  restored  between  the 
two  countries,  unleis  the  propositions  re- 
specting the  pacification  with  the  Indians 
— the  definition  of  their  bounds ries-^and 
the  military  possession  of  the  lakes — were 
agreed  to.  These  terms  the  American 
commissioners  peremptorily  refused.  With 
regard  to  some  of  them^  they  had  no  in* 
structions  from  their  Government.  They 
stated,  that  they  were  not  authorized  to 
cede  any  island,  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States  of  America^— and  that 
they  would  not  take  upon  themselves  to 
do  it.  They  did  not  feel  themselves  jus- 
tified in  joining  in  any  instrument  that 
might  be  supposed  to  look  to  an  alienation 
of  any  part  of  the  American  territory. 
Under  these  circumstances,  the  negocia« 
tions  at  Ghent  continued  for  two  days 
longer,  and  were  then  suspended,  while 
the  American  commissioners  sent  to  their 
Government  for  instruct ionk  on  the  subject 
of  the  terms  that  had  been  oflered.  When 
the  representations  of  the  American  com* 
missioners,  accompanied  by  the  documents 
which  had  been  interchanged  in  the  course 
of  the  negociations,  came  to  the  hands  ot 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  the  jr 
unanimously  refused  the  terms  stated  to 
have  been  offered  by  this  country.  The 
American  President  laid  the  papers  before 
Congress ;  and,  according  to  the  forms  of 
the  constitution  of  that  country,  they  were 
published  to  the  American  people.  On 
the  information  thus  given  to  the  world—. 
and  on  this  alone--«m  1  now  enabled  te 
state  to  the  House  the  course  whicb  ip* 
pears  to  have  been  taken. 

The  President  took  the  advice  of  Con- 
gress on  the  subject ;  and  it  does  appear, 
aol  only  that  the  American  Iegiaiatare« 
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but  that  the  whole  American  people^  were 
VQtnimout  in  refuting  what  was  proposed 
by  his  Majesty's  ministers;  for  it  does  not 
appear*  that,  even  in  those  states  which 
were  least  inclined  to  war — even  in  those 
states  which  were  most  anwilling  to  sup* 
port  the  measures  of  the  American  Go- 
vernment*-that  the  smallest  disposition 
was  manifested  to  agree  to  a  Treaty 
founded  on  the  terms  proposed  by  his 
Majesty's  ministers.  And«  Sir,  it  b  some- 
what  remarkable,  looking  to  the  actual 
state  of  America  at  that  time — marking 
thos^  parts  where  an  indisposition  to  war, 
as  might  be  seen  from  their  proceedings, 
appeared  most  strong! v  to  prevail^t  is,  i 
say,  remarkable,  that  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters demanded  one  of  the  principal  cessions 
of  territory,  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
«-that  rery  state,  which  was  attached,  less 
than  any  other,  to  the  gofemment  of  Mr. 
Madison— that  very  state  which,  above  any 
ether,  had  expressed  opinions  decidedly 
unfavourable  to  the  war— >[ Hear,  hear !  J 
Yes,  Sir,  the  greatest  cession  of  territory 
was  asked  from  that  state,  which,  I  should 
have  thought,  above  every  other,  it  was 
the  duty  of  this  country  and  of  ministers, 
to  conciliate.  They  ought  to  have  well 
considered,  whether  it  was  discreet  or  wise 
to  make  demands  of  such  a  nature,  as  must 
ineviubly  alienate  its  aflections  from  thi^ 
country— as  must  destroy  the  strong  dis* 
position  which  existed  for  cultivating  the 
friendship  6f  England—- which,  in  fact, 
must  place  the  people  in  that  situation,  in 
which  they  most  either  give  op  the 
honour  of  their  country,  or  abandon  those 
predilections  in  favour  of  Oreat  Britain, 
which  they  had  long  cherished. 

Sir,  in  debates  on  subjects  of  this  sort 
formerly,  and  I  have  witnessed  many  of 
tliem  in  this  House,  I  do  not  recollect  a 
single  instance,  in  which  the  Address  to 
the  Crown  was  moved  by  a  gentleman 
not  in  any  official  or  responsible  situation. 
[Lord  Castlereagh,  across  the  table—- 
'  Yes,  the  Address  on  the  Peace  of  Paris.'] 
The  noble  lord  says,  the  Address  on  the 
Peace  of  Paris  was  thus  moved.  I  hope 
he  will  hot  blame  me,  if  I  do  not  |^ve 
much  weight  lo  his  precedent.  1  am  sur^ 
prised  that  the  Address  should  be  moved 
by  a  gentleman  not  in  anv  responsible  or 
official  sitoation^-who,  or  course,  cannot 
be  accurately  acquainted  with  the  deuils 
of  the  subject*— and  cannot  be  able  to  giro 
the  House  any  of  that  authentic  Informa- 
tion which  we  bate  a  right  to  expect, 
before  we  art  called  upon  to  come  to  a 


vote,  and  to  express  our  opinion,  on  mat* 
lers  of  the  utmost  moment.  The  noble 
lord  has  not  stated  why  he  has  not  himself 
moved  the  Address.  But  1  think,  after  he 
had  denied  all  papers  connected  with  the 
Treaty,  it  would  have  been  more  respectful 
to  the  House,  and  more  satisfactory  to  the 
country,  if  he  had  stood  forward  himself 
to  propose  the  Address,  and  had,  in  the 
course  of  l^s  statement,  given  us  some  of 
that  information,  for  which  there  is  so 
much  necessity. 

Sir,  after  various  movements  in  the 
negociation,  on  the  ttth  of  October  in  the  * 
lut  year,  his  Mujesty's  commissionert 
drew  up  an  article,  which  they  proposed 
for  the  acceptance  of  the  American 
plenipotentiaries.  This  article  referred 
merely  to  .the  simple  pacification  with  the 
Indians,  in  consequence  of  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  about  to  take  place  between 
Great  Britain  and  America.  Not  a  syl- 
lable about  a  definition  of  territory— *not  a 
syllable  about  a  boundary  line  was  men* 
tioned.  Whoever  reads  the  correspond- 
ence, will  see  that  the  American  commis- 
sioners always  resisted  this  demand  of  a 
boundary  line  for  the  Indians,  on  these 
grounds :  that,  in  fact,  the  Indians  had  no 
territory,  as  sovereigns  of  the  country— 
that  the  United  States  were  the  sovercigna 
of  the  soil—and  that  they  gave  the  Indians 
leave  to  reside  there,  for  specific  purposes. 
They  had  the  liberty  of  hunting— they 
had  the  liberty  of  fishing-— they  had,  in 
fact,  little  more  than  the  liberty  of  exist- 
ing on  those  territories.  A  property  in 
the  soil,  farther  than  this,  wu  utterlj 
denied ;  and  the  commissioners  refused, 
therefore,  to  agree  to  any  article  which 
went  to  form  a  new  boundary  line  betweea 
•the  Indians  and  the  subjects  of  the  United 
States.  They  were  ready,  however,  they 
stated,  and  so  was  their  government,  when 
peace  was  concluded  with  the  United 
States,  to  extend  that  peace  to  the  Indian 
allies  of  Oreat  Britain ;  but  they  should 
be  placed  exactly  in  the  same  situation  as 
that  in  which  they  stood  when  the  war 
broke  out;  no  new  privilege  should  be 
extended  to  them  in  consequence  of  the 
hostilities  between  Great  Britain  and  Ame* 
rica. 

The  commissioners  also  stated,  when 
the  Treaty  was  almost  concluded  with 
this  country,  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment had  entered  into  negociations  for 
peace  witlkthe  Indians  themselves,  and 
that  they  probably  were,  at  that  time, 
brought  to  a  favourable  cooduaion.    The 


507]    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS, 

article  drawn  op  on  the  Slh  of  Augmt, 
was,  aft^r  these  statejnents  bad  beeamade, 
agreed  to  on  >the   ISth.     The  American 

.  comoaissioners  expressed  their  acceptance 
of  it,  provided  their  government  did  not 
disapprove  of  it.     They  made  no  objection 

,  to  it— the  parts  which  they  had  before 
opposed,  having  been  given  up  by  his 
Majesty's  ministers.  By  this  article,  the 
Indians  were  to  be  placed  in  a  state  of 
pacification^  precisely  as  they  were  before 
the  war — nothing  else  was  siipalated  for, 
and  .therefore  the  American  commis- 
sioners^agreed  to  it.  They  did  not,  how- 
ever, completely  conclude  on  this  point, 
until  the  approbation  of  their  government 
was  notified  to  them.  The  American 
government  did  not  hesitate  to  give  their 
approval  ;  and  that  article,  thus  drawn  up 
by  our  commissioners,  and  approved  by 
the  other  side,  is  the  very  article  relating 
to  the  Indians,  which  now  stands  in  the 
Treaty  itself.  There  seems  to  me  to  be 
|io  diuerence  in  substance.  I  know  not 
what  the  hon.  member  opposite  (Mr. 
Goulburn)  may  say,  as  to  the  authenticity 
of  the  papers  from  which  I  draw  my  in* 
•formation.  I  only  know  that  tbey  were 
published  in  America ;  and  there  really 
seems  to  me  to  be  no  difi'erence  between  .the 
article  drawn  up  on  the  8th  of  August  and 
agreed  to  on  the  13th,  and  that  which  we 
now  find  in  the  Treaty. 

The  second  demand  was  the  military 
occupation  of  the  Lakes.  On  this  subject 
the  British  commissioners  stated,  that  the 
occupation  of  the  lakes  in  common,  each 
power  being  allowed  to  navigate  them 
with  such  vessels  as  they  thought  fii,  and 
to  erect  such  forts  as  they  pleased,  would 
give  rise  to  disputes  and  disagreements, 
which  might  probably  occasion  frequent 
war.  And  then,  to  remedy  this  evil,  it 
was  proposed  that  Great  Britain  should  be 
allowed  to  build  whatever  forts  she  liked, 
and  might  navigate,  in  any  species  of 
vessels  she  pleased;  but  that  America 
should  have  no  liberty  to  raise  forts,  even 
on  her  own  side  of  the  Lakes,  where  her 
right  was  certain,  plain,  and  undisputed — 
and  that  she  should  also  be  debarred  from 
navigating  ships  of  war  on  them*  These 
conditions  were  promptly  and  perempto- 
rily refused  by  the  American  commis- 
sioners—and the  Treaty  is  quite  silent  on 
this  subject.  It  leaves  the  state  of  things, 
with  reference  to  this  point,  exactly  as  it 
was  before  the  war.  Now,  Sir,  I  ask,  is  it 
true  that  the  English  commissioners  made 
th^se  dexnandi  of  the  American  cominis- 
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si  oners  ?  Does  the  hon.  gentleman  oppo- 
site mean  to  deny  that  such  a  demand 
was  made  ?  If  he  should  rise  this  evening* 
will  he  say  that  his  proposition  was  not 
made*-2^nd  that  it  was  not  immediately 
refused  by  the  American  commissioners  ? 
We  know  that  the  Treaty  is  altogether 
silent  on  th'is  subject — we  know  that  both 
parties  are  left  in  possession  of  the  rights 
they  before  enjoyed— but,  will  the  hon. 
gentle [ftan  deny,  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  a  safe  passage  from  Nova  Scotia 
and  New  Brunswick  to  Quebec,  tbo 
demand  I  have  alluded  to  was  made? 
Will  be  declare  it  is  not  fact  that  such  a 
demand  was  made  to  the  American  com- 
missioners—resisted by  them — and  refused 
by  their  government ;  and  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  opposition,  the  parties 
stand  precisely  as  they  were  before  ?  If 
what  I  advance  be  fact.  Sir,  and  the  hon, 
gentleman  may  disprove  it  if  he  can,  then 
I  say,  that  ministers  have  entirely  deviated 
from  the  course  which  they  first  proposed. 
The  definite  boundary  for  the  Indians, 
the  alteration  to  be  made  with  respect  to 
the  relations  between  them  and  the  Ame- 
rican government,  the  military  occupation 
of  the  lakes  by  England,  the  prevention 
of  a  military  occupation  by  America*  and 
the  portion  of  territory  to  be  given  up  in 
the  state  of  Massachusetts ;  all  these  points 
I  say,  are  abandoned.  If  they  are  not,  I 
hope  the  hon.  gentleman  will  point  out  to 
me  my  error  on  this  subject,  and  that  he 
will  show  something  in  this  Treaty  to 
prove  that  we  have  gained  every  advan- 
tage contemplated.  If,  Sir,  he  cannot  do 
this,  I  trust  he  will  make  it  appear  thai 
the  British  commissioners  did  not  ask  for 
the  concessions  staled  in  the  papers  to 
which  I  have  alluded.  Above  all,  I  hope 
be  will  show  to  the  House,  that  one  of  the 
demands  I  have  mentioned  was  not  made 
as  a  sine  qudnon,  without  a  compliance  with 
which,  it  was  declared,  that  no  peace 
would  be  made  with  America*  although  it 
was  afterwards  abandoned. 

With  respect  to  the  possession  of  the 
Bay  of  Passamaquoddy  and  Moose  Island* 
his  Majesty's  ministers  replied  to  the  re« 
presentations  made  by  the  American  ne« 
gociators  on  this  point*  that  it  was  not 
even  a  subject  of  discussion.  '<  The  pro- 
perty of  that  island*''  said  they,  "  is  a 
matter  we  cannot  discuss.  It  is  our  own. 
It  as  much  the  property  of  the  British 
Crown  as  Northamptonshire  itself/'  This 
expression  is  to  be  found  in  the  corre- 
sppndence.    Such  a  reply  waa  evidently 
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given  for  this  reason-^becaase  it  would  be 
a  sort  of  waTer  of  the  right  to  ibis  property, 
if  discussion  were  permitted  to  take  place 
relative  to  it     Now,  fc?ir,  in  the  Treaty 
which  has  been  concluded,  we  fih(^  that 
the  property  Hi  Moose  Island,  and   the 
other  islands  in  Fassamaquoddy  Bay,  is  to 
be  decided    hereafter  according   to    the 
Treaty  of  1783  ;  and  that  the  possession, 
by  England,  is  not  to  deprive  America 
of.  her  right  under  that  Treaty — nor,  on 
the  other  hand,  is  the  possession,  by  Ame* 
rica,  to  destroy  the  right  belonging  to 
England ;    bdt  each,    according    to   the 
terms  of  the  Treaty  of  1783,  are  to  have 
their  respective  rights  secured  to  them; 
and,  instead  of  this  not  being  a  matter  that 
admitted  of  discussion,  commissioners  are 
to  be  appointed  to  examine  into  the  claims 
of  each  country.    The  settlement  of  the 
boundary  lines  between  the  terrttoriei  of 
the  United  States  and  those  of  Great  Bri« 
tain,  as  laid  down  in  the  Treaty  of  1783, 
it  to  be  left  to  the  decision  of  some  friendly 
European  Power.     Now,  Sir,  if  we  read 
the  article  of  the  Treaty  of  1783,  which 
calls  for  this  settlement,  I  think  there  is 
no  man  in  this  House;  however  skilful, 
however  acquainted  with  diplomatic  sub« 
tieties,  who  will  declare,  that  he  ever  saw 
a  point  of  so  much  difficulty  given  to  any 
Foreign  Power  whatever,  for  the  purpose 
of  having  it  clearly  expounded  and  de- 
cided.    It  is  really  curious  to  read  the 
article  which  is  thus  to  be  submitted  to 
an  independent  foreign  Sovereign,  that  it 
may  be  placed  in  a  clear  and  proper  point  of 
view,  so  that  no  future  disputes  may  arise* 
[Mr.  Ponsonby  here  read  the  article  in 
the  Treaty  of  1783,  describing  the  bound- 
aries  of  British  North  America,  and  the 
United  States,  the  almost  inconceivable 
perplexity   of   which  occasioned    much 
iaoghter.*] 

These,  Sir,  continued  Mr.  Ponsonby, 
are  the  points  which  a  foreign  power  is  to  ^ 
be  called  on  to  determine.  I  believe, 
with  the  assistance  of  Mr.  Arrowsmith  to 
draw  his  maps,  and  aided  by  the  ablest 
geographers  in  the  world,  there  is  not  an 
independent  sovereign  in  Europe  who 
would  not  find  it  extremely  hard  to 
describe  to  us  the  course  of  a  line  "  drawn 
due  north  down  along  the  middle  of  Con- 
necticut river  to  the  45th  degree  of  north 
latitode ;  from  thence  by  a  line  doe  west 
on  said  latitude  until  it  strikes  the  river 
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•  For  the  TNaty,  see  Kew  Pari.  History, 
vol.  iS,  p.  1183. 


Iroquois,'' — (a  laugh)— this  being  one  of 
the  boundary  lines  specified  in  the  Treaty 
of  1783.  I  am  sure  no  independent  Euro- 
pean sovereign  can  be  found  who  could 
follow  this  extraordinary  line,  and  I  doubt 
whether  any  man  in  the  world  would  be 
able  to  strike  it  accurately :  certain  I  am, 
be  ought  not  to  be  sought  for  in  Europe, 
but  in  America.  The  Emperor  of  Austria^ 
or  the  King  of  Prussia,  would,  I  believe^' 
find  it  the  most  difficult  problem  they  ever 
were  requested  to  solve,  if  they  were  called 
upon  to  draw  this  famous  line.  The  sub- 
ject is,  indeed,  rather  ludicrous  than  im- 
portant. It  would  have  besn  better  if 
two  commissioners  had  been  appointed  on 
each  side,  with  the  power  of  nominating 
an  umpire ;  or  a  greater  number  of  per- 
sons might  have  been  appointed  to  settle 
the  dispute,  a  majority  of  whom  might 
have  been  empowered  to  decide.  But  to 
call  an  independent  sovereign  of  Europe 
to  settle  so  complicated  a  point  is,  I  think, 
most  ridiculous. 

The  Treaty,  on  all  the  subjects  of  dis* 
pute  that  existed  before  the  war,  is  per- 
fectly silent.  No  mention  is  made  of 
what  is  called  our  right  of  impressment-^ 
no  mention  is  made  of  our  right  of  blockade 
-—no  mention  is  made  of  the  principle  of 
those  measures  which  gave  rise  to  the  war, 
the  Orders  in  Council.  I  do  not  blame 
the  framers  of  the  Treaty  for  these  omis- 
sions :  because,  situated  as  Europe  was 
when  the  Treaty  was  concluded,  I  think 
it  was  much  better  to  make  peace  between 
England  and  America,  than  to  prevent 
that  peace,  by  discussing  points  which 
had  lost  much  of  their  interest— no  man 
being  then  competent  to  say,  when  the 
same  degree  of  interest  was  likely  to  be 
attached  to  them.  Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
Treaty  is  signed,  and  the  pretensions  on 
both  sides  remain  just  as  they  were.  The 
signature  took  place  on  the  Sith  of  De- 
cember. The  Treaty  of  Paris  was  signed 
on  the  30th  of  May— and  I  have  found  it 
quite  impossible  to  assign  any  substantial 
reason  for  the  long  delay  that  took  place 
between  the  conclusion  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris  and  that  of  GhenL  It  surely  was  . 
desirable  that  a  Treaty  with  America 
should  have  been  concluded,  the  moment 
this  country  was  freed  from  European 
waiV  At  that  time  peace  should  have 
been  offisred  to  America.  We  should  then 
have  appeared,  in  the  eyes  of  America  and 
of  Europe,  as  acting  with  true  generosity, 
as  displaying  real  magnanimity.  Such  a 
proceeding  would  have  disarmed  tbe  hoa^ 
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tile  feelings  of  those  who  were  most  un- 
favoarable  to  us.  Such  an  exhibition  of 
temper  and  moderation  would  not  only 
have  been  useful  at  the  time,  but  would 
have  been  serviceable  in  all  succeeding 
ages.  Why  that  glorious  opportunity  was 
lost^^why  the  Treaty  with  America  was 
delayed  so  long  afier  peace  was  restored 
to  Europe,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  discover. 
That  mystery  remains  to  be  explained  by 
some  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House. 

But,  Sir«  what  consequences  have  re- 
sulted from  this  delay  ?  What  a  useless 
waste  of  treasure-^what  an  unfortunate 
and  ever-to-be-lamented  waste  of  the  best 
blood  of  the  country— of  the  most  distin- 
guished officers— of  the  bravest,  the  most 
heroic  troops !  All  sacriBced.  as  I  conceive^ 
through  the  negligence  or  indolence  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers!  all  sacrificed  by 
their  not  concluding  a  treaty  of  peace 
with  America,  the  mon^nt  the  Treaty 
with  France  was  signed;  and  by  de« 
laying  that  Treaty  still  farther  in  disputing 
points  with  America  which  they  after- 
wards thought  fit  to  abandon!  Would 
these  points,  even  if  carried,  have  balanced 
the  misery  which  has  followed  the  delay 
occasioned  in  discussing  them  ?  In  my 
opinion.  Sir,  they  would  not.  The  hon. 
mover  of  the  Address  has  spoken  of  the 
great  advantage  which  must  be  derived 
from  the  cultivation  of  a  friendly  inter* 
course  between  the  two  countries.  No 
man  feels  the  truth  of  this  fact  more  than 
I  do.  But  has  the  hon.  gentleman  con- 
templated the  consequences  of  the  delay 
which  has  taken  place,  with  reference  to 
the  renewal  of  that  intercourse  ?  The  war 
for  the  taxation  of  America^  hastened  by  a 
century  her  separation  from  this  ooontry ; 
and  I  will  venture  to  say,  that  the  war  for 
the  Orders  in  Council,  the  attempt  to 
govern  the  commerce  of  America,  has 
hastened  the  progress  of  that  country  to- 
wards being  a  great  manufacturing  and  a 
great  naval  power,  by  at  least  a  century. 
A  war  of  this  description,  big  with  im- 
portant consequences  like  these,  ought  to 
have  been  terminated  as  soon  as  the  honour 
and  interest  of  the  country  would  have 
permitted.  It  was  a  war.  of  all  others, 
that  should  have  been  prevented,  if  pos- 
sible. I  have  beard  a  number  of  thought- 
less people  say» «« O !  let  America  go  to  war 
with  US"  "^f   what    consequence  is    her 

E>wer,  when  compared  with  that  of  Great 
ritain  i**    I  look  upon  socb  a  feeling  as 
this  to  be  most  nristakeot    1  deolare  there 
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is  no  European  power  whatever,  not  even 
excepting  France,  a  war  with  which  I 
should  think  so  ruinous  to  the  permanent 
interests  of  this  country.  Those  inconsi- 
derate persons,  from  the  consequences  of 
the  war  with  America,  have  probably 
found  out  their  error.  They  now,  I  ima- 
gine, perceive,  that  she  is  not  that  con- 
temptible power  they  were  weak  enough 
to  think  she  was.  Descended  from  the 
same  ancestors,  fired  with  the  same  spirit 
of  independence,  actuated  l^y  the  same 
sense  of  honour  as  we  are,  a  war  with  this 
people  ought  to  be  avoided  above  any 
other.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  Sir,  that  the 
history  of  mankind  shows  too  frequently, 
that  to  make  one  nation  treat  another  not 
only  with  liberality,  but  with  justice,  a  cap- 
tain degree  of  fear  should  enter  into  their 
mutual  regard ;  and  I  am  afraid,  that  the 
history  of  our  species  will  prove,  that  no 
great  country  has,  for  any  long  period, 
treated  its  less  powerful  neighbour  with 
respect,  unless  that  respect  has  been  pro- 
duced by  successful  resistanca.  But,  where 
a  strong  sense  of  superiority  is  felt  on  the 
one  side,  and  decided  and  unresisting 
weakness  is  seen  on  the  other,  instead  of 
receifing  protection,  the  weaker  state  it 
almost  sure  to  be  oppressed.  I  trust  in 
God,  another  war  may  never  arise  between 
these  two  countries,  to  teach  them  the 
respect  which  they  owe  to  each  other. 
There  are  no  two  countries  in  the  world 
whose  interests  are  more  blended  together 
-*-and  there  are  no  two  countries  where  it 
is  more  easy  for  those  who  govern  in  them 
to  observe  the  relations  orpeace  and  amity 
towards  each  other.  It  is  not  very  easy, 
in  governments  constituted  as  our  are,  to 
induce  a  quarrel  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, if  the  true  state  of  affairs  be  known 
to  the  people  of  each.  Nothing  but  de- 
ception— nothing  but  misoDderstanding— 
can  produce  such  an  effect.  Both  Go* 
vernments  depend,  in  a  great  degree,  on 
the  support  of  popular  opinion.  That  of 
America  depends  on  it  altogether  ;  and,  I 
thank  God,  the  Government  of  this  coun- 
try is  very  much  influenced  by  the  same 
principle.  If,  therefore,  the  people  are 
not  led  astray,  and  if  the  two  Governments 
look  to  their  true  interests,  it  will  be  a 
difficult  thing  to  encourage  a  war  between 
nations  so  nearly  assimilated.  Many  per- 
sons affect  to  look  on  America  with  great 
jealousy  as  a  growing  and  powerful  rivaU 
for  my  own  part.  Sir,  far  from  looking  at 
America  as  a  m«-re  rival,  I  never  turn  my 
eyes  towards  that  great  continentj  wilfaoat 
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feelioi^  in  my  mind  emoHoot  of  m  much 
nobler  despription.  For  such  a  country  at 
England  to  have  been  the  parent  of  ioeh 
a  country  as  America — to  have  raised  that 
which  was  once  a  wilderness  to  its  present 
slate  of  cultivation^-to  have  established 
wealth  and  prosperity  over  an  immense 
empire-— to  have  given  to  the  people  that 
frtt  system  of  goTernm^nt,  which  we 
alone  possess  amidst  surroonding nations— 
to  see  all  this— to  consider  America  as  the 
child  of  England,  growing  up  and  floarish- 
ing  under  her  fostering  hand-— this.  Sir,  Is 
a  situation  of  more  true  glory  and  of  more 
real  happiness,  than  any  other  nation  on 
the  face  of  the  earth  can  boast  of.  [Hear, 
hear!]  England  has  been  made  great 
herself  by  her  own  liberty.  That  liberty 
oever  was  threatened  by  free  states. 
Whenever  it  was  menaced,  it  was  by 
powers  differently  constituted.  It  is  her 
doty,  therefore,  to  set  up  as  the  patroneu 
of  freedom  throughout  the  world.  The 
nations  ought  to  be  taifght  to  look  to  her 
for  all  the  blessings  which  mankind  may 
derive  from  independ((nce^-*they  ought  to 
receive  from  her  example  those  benefits 
which  no  other  power  can  confer.  With 
these  sentiments.  Sir,  not  thinking  the 
Address  moved  by  the  hon.  number  such 
as  ought  to  be  presented  to  the  Throne,  I 
•ball  propose  the  following  amendment : 

*<  To  assure  his  Royal  Highness  that  we 
contemplate  with  great  satisfaction  the 
restoration  of  a  state  of  peace  and  amity 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  Sutes 
of  North  America ;  but  we  should  deem 
ourselves  highly  deficient  in  the  discharge 
of  our  duty  towards  his  Majesty  and  his 
people,  were  we  not  to  express  to  his 
Boyal  Highness  our  deepest  regret,  that  a 
measure  so  necessary  to  the  welfare  and 
prosperity  of  his  Majesty's  dominions  was 
not  sooner  accomplished ;  That  in  review- 
ing the  terms  of  the  Treaty  which  his 
Royal  Highness  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  lay  before  us,  we  are  at  a  loss 
to  discover  what  were  the  causes  which  so 
long  retarded  its  conclusion :  That,  in  our 
opinion,  the  honour  of  his  Majesty's  crown, 
and  the  interests  of  his  people,  both  re« 
quired  that  so  soon  as  the  peace  of  Europe 
had  been  established  by  the  Treaty  signed 
at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  May,  in  the  last 
year,  the  speediest  and  most  eflcctual 
measures  should  have  been  adopted  for 
the  negociation  of  a  Treaty  of  peace  with 
tfae  United  States  of  North  America :  That 
the  complete  and  entire  cessation  of  hosti- 
lities in  Europe  had  removed  or  Mspended 
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the  operation  of  the  causes  which  had 
occasioned  or  accompanied  the  late  war 
between  his  Majesty  and  the  United  States: 
That  the  elevated  and  commanding  station 
which  the  United  .Kingdom  then  held 
amongst  the  nations  of  the  world,  would 
have  rendered  the  manifestation  of  a  sin* 
cere  wish  for  the  restoration  of  the  bless- 
ings of  peace  with  the  United  States, 
highly  honourable  to  his  Majesty's  coun- 
sels ;  and  would  have  afibrded  the  Govern* 
ment  and  people  of  America  the  most 
unequivocal  proofs  of  the  generosity  and 
magnanimity  of  the  British  nation ;  of  a 
sincere  desire  to  bury  in  lasting  obliviois 
the  recollection  of  that  hostility  which 
then  unhappily  subsisted,  and  of  its 
anxious  wishes  for  the  re-establishment  of 
peace  upon  terms  honourable  and  advanta* 
ffeoos  to  both  countries,  and  likely  to 
msure  its  own  pe*rmafleocy  by  the  justice 
and  liberality  of  its  conditions:  That  wa 
are  the  more  deeply  afflicted  by  the  long 
and  (as  we  deem  it)  unnecessary  delay 
in  the  conclusion  of  peace,  when  we  reflect 
upon  the  great  and  irreparable  injury  his 
Majesty  and  his  people  have  sustained,  by 
the  unnecessary  and  unprofitable  waste  of 
treasure,  by  the  loss  of  so  many  distin* 
guished  and  heroic  officers,  and  of  such 
numbers  of  brave,  loyal,  and  experienced 
troops;  and  we  most  deeply  lament,  that 
these  calamities  should  be  aggravated  by 
the  mortifying  reflection  that  the  fame  of 
the  British  arms  may  appear  to  be  dimi- 
nished by  the  failure  of  the  latest  military 
enterprises  of  the  war :  That  it  affords  us, 
howeyer,  consolation  to  find,  that  peace  is 
at  length  re*established ;  and-  io  assure 
his  Royal  Highness,  that  it  is  the  earnest 
wish  and  desire  of  this  House,  to  cultivate 
and  maintain  the  most  cordial  and  inti- 
mate union  with  the  Government  and 
people  of  the  United  States :  That  we  rely 
upon  his  Royal  Highness's  wisdom  and 
ffoodness  to  cherish  and  preserve  the  moi&t 
friendly  relations  between  them  and  his 
Msrjesty's  subjects;  and  we  confidently 
trust,  that  a  corresponding  disposition  ia 
the  Government  and  the  people  of  the 
United  States  will  enable  his  Royal  High- 
ness to  continue  unimpaired  and  undis- 
turbed the  harmony  now  so  happily 
restored  between  them ;  and  that  the  two 
freest  nations  in  the  world  may  exhibit  to 
mankind  the  grateful  spectacle  of  mutual 
confidence,  and  lasting  peace.'' 

The  right  hon.  gentleman  then  said :  It 
is  with  regret.  Sir,  that  I  make  one  more 
observatioa  on  this  subject.    It  is  hard  to 
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forget  the  loat  of  ihoie  ofkem  and  4r«0|pi^ 
oaosed  by  the  dehy  which  took  place  io 
conclading  the  Treaty  with  America:  it 
ia  hard  enough  to  ^  lament  their  fate*  when 
ve  consider  what  is  due  to  their  high 
character :  but  it  it  still  more  hard  to  be 
obliged  to  lament  their  k\\,  at  this  mo- 
jnentf  when  perhaps  England  may  suod 
more  in  need  of  the  assistance  of  such 
officers  and  such  troops^  than  she  ever  did 
before.  Yet  this  loss  has  i^  susuined  by 
tlie  negligence  or  blameable  indolence  of 
his  Majesiy's  minbters/' 

The  Address  and  the  AmendflMnt  hay* 
ing  been  read  by  the  Speaker, 

Mr.  GauUmn  said,  he  could  not  remain 
silent  after  the  animadversions  which  had 
been  made  by  the  right  boa.  gentleman 
upon  the  conduct  of  those  who  were 
parties  to  the  Treaty.  The  line  of  argu- 
ment, howeTer,  which  the  right  bon.  gen* 
tleman  adopted,  fortunately  afierdcd  him 
a  full  opportunity  of  reftMing  the  misre« 
presentations  which  bad  been  made,  and 
of  showing,  be  hoped  mltsfacterilyi  that 
no  want  of  attention  to  the  true  intereeu 
.  of  this  coumry  could  be  fairly  sobsUa- 
tiated  againsi  those  to  whom  the  arrange- 
ment of  this  Treaty  bad  been  confided  by 
Gorernment.  With  reepeei  to  the  origin 
of  the  war»  he  greatly  differed  from  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  So  fisr  from  think- 
jog  that  the  Orders  In  Council  had  created 
it,  he  wa»  of  an  opinion  diametrically  op- 
posite ;  and  he  woukl  also  beg  leave  to 
recall  to  the  right  bon.  gentleman's  recol- 
lection, his  (Mr.  Ponaonby's)  former  ob« 
servation,  that  from  the  moment  when  the 
Orders  in  Council  were  repealed,  Ame- 
rica had  no  longer  any  cense  of  complaint. 
She,  however,  thought  oiherwise^-sbe  de- 
clared war  for  principles  that  were  not 
concealed  ;  these  were^^what  ahe  termed 
the '  forcible  leisure  of  her  mariners ; 
certain  points  relating  to  his  Majesty's 
right  of  allegiance  over  his  subjects  (  and 
certain  principles  relative  to  the  right  of 
blockade.  Those  poinu  formed  the  real 
groands  of  the  war,  and  were  wholly  dia^ 
tinct  from  the  Orders  in  Council.  The 
pretensions  with  which  America  set  out 
were  thoae  of  resisting  the  rights  of  his 
Majesty  over  his  own  native  subjects- 
rights  acknowledged  and  sanctioned  by 
public  law.  These,  the  right  bon.  gcuitle- 
man  said,  were  not  stated  in  the  Treaty ; 
certainly  not :  it  would  have  been  aban- 
doning t-bem,  to  have  them  so  recorded, 
or  to  admit  their  bein^  called  into  discus- 
sion in  a  GonfentioiiJiivub  any  other  power. 
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Had  this  mode  been  adopted,  at  a  future 
time  the  precedent  would  be  adduced  for 
their  subversion ;  it  was,  therefore,  in  hie 
opinion,  far  better  that  they  should  havn 
received  no  insertion  whatever. 

He  now  came  to  the  second  point  of 
the  right  hon.gentleman's speech,  namely* 
the  delay  which  had  occurred  before  tbn 
negociations  were  entered  upon,  and  also 
the  delay  in  the  progress  of  the  Treaty  : 
but  before  be  entered  into  this  point,  he 
begged  to  admit  the  authenticity  of  the 
papers  which  had  been  alluded  to,  and 
which  had  received  publicity  througb 
the  AoMrican  Government;  some  errora 
were  attached  to  them,  but  they  were 
substantially  oorrect.  He  was  glad  that 
these  papers  had  been  referred  to,  as  h« 
could  equally  resort  to  them,  in  the  coursn 
of  bis  arguments.  With  respect  to  the 
negociaiioos  having  been  delayed  until 
a^  the  treaty  with  the  Allies,  he  would 
only  obaerve,  that  the  earlier  it  com- 
menced, ao  much  the  better ;  but  the  pro* 
crastinaftion  was  quite  unavoidable  on  the 
part  of  this  country.  The  facts  were 
these:  the  American  commissioners  were 
instructed  to  make  no  peace  without  our 
first  relinquishing  the  right  of  impress- 
mentr-^witnout  our  admission  that  the 
American  flag  ooTered  all  who  sailed 
under  it.  If  these  points  were  conceded* 
they  were  anthoriaed  to  sign  a  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  but  not  otherwise*  Upoa 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  the  President 
of  the  United  States  had  not  then  altered 
his  determinatioii ;  it  continued  precisely 
the  saaM  when  we  entered  into  a  direct 
negociotien,  aa  it  did  when  the  mediatiott 
of  Russia  existed.  Those  poinu  formed 
the  tmc  qtid  won.  In  one  of  his  dispatches 
the  President  declared,  that  this  practice 
of  inspressment  most  cease,  or  America 
was  no  longer  an  independent  state.  Be« 
ferring  to  dates,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  25th  of  June  was  the  first  day  whom 
the  American  commisaieners  «eie  autho« 
rixed  to  alfow  those  matters  to  remain  orer 
undecidetl,  and  to  sign  a  Treaty  exclusive 
of  their  consideration.  It  was  en  this  day. 
that  the  first  conference  was  held  at 
Ghent.  What  use  could  there  be  of  hold* 
ing  it  sooner }  It  would  have  been  useloM 
to  canvaw  terms  which  were  wbdly  in* 
admissible,  and  therefore  the  Treaty  could 
not  have  been  matured  at  an  earlier  pe» 
riod.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  said 
that  the  British  plenipotentiariea  ahifted 
their  ground,  and  altered  the  tone  of  their 
^  in  proof  of  this  he  alleged 
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two  propotttioiM  at  tliose  which  had  been 
departeu  from— oim  wai,  that  the  Indtans 
•hoald  be  incladed  in  oar  pacification, 
mad  the  other  a  line  of  bounoary.  Here 
Mr.  Govlbarn  entered  into  an  explanation 
of  thete  propositions,  and  referred  to  the 
IVeaty  to  show  that  they  bad  not  been 
overlooked.  8ttpnlattons  for  both  thote 
conditioni  were  to  be  found  in  that  doco* 
aient;  not.  indeed,  in  the  one  case  of 
n  boundary  of  that  tadicroua  character 
which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  de* 
scribed,  but  one  recognised  in  1811,  and 
which  America  bad  now  re-established. 
Whatever  objections  might  have  been 
orged  against  the  Treaty  or  its  condoctors, 
be  never  coald  have  anticipated  that  Eng- 
land would  have  been  taunted  with  the 
crime  of  contending  for  the  friendless  and 
unprotected  Indians,  with  whom  she  was 
in  alliance  ;  and  be  iroirld  plead  gniHy  to 
the  charge  of  bavins  stipulated  for  them 
in  the  conditions  of  the  peace.  It  had 
been  saidi  that  they  bad  no  right  to  make 
alKancea  with  the  Indians ;  but  he  trusted 
there  would  be  but  one  opinion,  that, 
whea  made,  they  should  not  be  departed 
from.  The  American  plenipotentiaries 
promised,  that  when  our  busmem  was  dis- 
posed of,  the  Indians  should  receive  the 
eondittons  which  were  urged  on  their  be* 
half;  but  however  high  the  reliance 
which  was  due  to  those  gentlemen,  the 
country  would  not  have  been  jastified  in 
allowing  the  matter  to  rest  upon  this 
Caotiog. 

In  the  progress  of  the  negociattons,  H 
was  true,  some  points  were  abandoned-— 
interests  concerning  this  country  were 
relim|uisbed  for  the  sake  of  contending 
for  the  Indiana  in  alliance.  The  Canadian 
line  was  laid  aaide  for  the  purpose  of  ae* 
coring  an  indemnity  for  the  IndianS|  and 
a  recognition  of  their  territorial  boundary, 
as  it  stood  in  1810,  a  year  or  two  before 
bostHiiiea  were  commenced  between  them 
and  the  Americans.  Those  wretched  peiw 
eons  were  erroneously  detcribed  aa  savagea 
unevKitled  to  our  protection;  but  they 
were  not  of  tbia  deacription.  Some  of 
their  nations  were  far  advanced  in  civili- 
nation,  and  they  were  as  sensible  as  any 
other  people  of  the  boon  of  independencci 
and  aa  justly  entitled  to  u  fulfilment  of 
nH  ongagemenu  contracted  with  them. 
The  right  hon.  gentleman  bad  said,  that 
the  delay  in  the  negoolalion  arose  from 
the  pretensions  of  the  British  commis* 
aionors.  If  the  right  hon.  gentiemao  wu 
in  poaseasiesi  of  the  focto,  he  would  aooo 


find  reason  to  alter  his  opinion.  He 
merely  drew  his  argomenu  from  the 
American  statement,  sent  forth  by  that 
Government  for  a  hostile  purpose,  at  a 
moment  when  peace  was  unlikely  to  be 
attained,  with  the  svie  view  of  fanning  the 
spirit  of  war  througheat  that  continent. 
At  this  moment  it  was  not  the  interest  of 
the  British  Government,  for  the  sake  of 
petty  triumph,  to  publish  more  ample  d^ 
tailSk  which  would  show  the  subject  in 
another  light,  and  elucidate  the  matter  by 
unfolding  the  mutual  concessions  of ,  the 
parties  then  negociatinf^.  The  appoint- 
ment of  commissioners  for  the  adjustment 
of  the  islands  in  the  Bay  of  Passama* 
quoddy  had  been  described  as  ludicroav, 
from  a  garbled  extract  which  had  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman.  The 
qtfestion*  was,  whether  these  islands  had 
ever,  at  aoy  time,  been  within  the  juria- 
diction  of  Nova  Scotia,  or  the  United 
States?  This  inquity  involved  no  deep 
diplomatic  talents,  which  rendered  ita 
seulement  es^ntial  in  the  firat  instance; 
neither  did  the  issue  depend  upon  any  closa 
geographical  disquisition ;  it  was  only  a 
duty  which  arose  out  of  an  exaurinetion 
of  written  and  oral  evidence,  which  any 
man  of  plain  sense  was  capable  of  di»- 
charging^-the  public  interest,  therefore, 
sustamed  no  injury  by  Its  having  been 
thus  consigned,  ne  loss  of  lives  which 
was  consequent  upon  the  prolongation  of 
the  contest  was  certainly  a  matter  of  nve* 
lancholy  regret ;  but  it  was  one  for  which, 
the  commissioners  were  not  responsible, 
as  they  were  bound  to  proceed  with 
caution  and  circumspection  in  their  view 
of  the  interests  of  the  country.  For  those 
reasons  he  could  not  concur  m  the  amend- 
ment 

Mr*  PoH9omfy»  in  explanation  of  his 
former  opinion,  repeated  that  the  war 
originally  arose  out  of  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  the  subsequent  circumstances 
did  not  alter  this  foot. 

Mr.  Barhi^  condemned  the  miemanage* 
ment  which  marked  the  whole  of  the  ne- 

SK:iationa  on  the  part  of  thia  country* 
e  said,  that  no  answers  appeared  to 
have  been  given  to  notes  from  the  Aose^ 
rican  commissioBers  till  instructions  were 
received  from  hence ;  ao  that  the  blame 
or  merit  of  the  Treaty  ramed  with  mints- 
tera.  Wo  sent  out  a  noble  admiral  of 
much  experience,  a«d  conversant  with 
the  Admiralty  boainess;  a  learned  Civi- 
lian from  Doctora-ComoMms,  as  a  judge 
of  the  law  of  nation^  and  acqnalnted  with 
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ftll  necessary  technicalities;  and  the  hon* 
gentleman  who  spoke  last,  as  more  im« 
mediately  connected  with  the  Govern- 
ment.  No  mission  bad  a  character'  and 
composition  more  likely  to  make  a  proper 
settlement ;  but  at  last  cot  came  the  most 
meagre  Treaty  ever  framed  by  the  most 
timid  diplomatist,  and  one  that  could  not 
have  been  imagined  ailer  ail  this  great 
preparation.  There  were  points  he  should 
give  up  as  unwillingly  as  any  body  ;  yet 
he  did  not  see  why  they  might  not  be 
discussed,  in  order  to  find  out  whether 
such  delicate  subjects  might  not  be  re- 
conciled to  the  interests  of  both  parties, 
rather  than  be  left  with  the  apprehension 
of  their  revival  in  all  future  wars.  The 
Americans  seemed  willing  to  enter  into 
the  question  relating  to  the  impressment 
of  our  seamen  9  but  the  British  commis- 
sioners refused  to  listen. to  this  proposition, 
and  allowed  the  matter  to  remain  on  a 
footing'  decidedly  worse  than  any  other 
in  which  it  could  have  been  placed.  The 
case  was  simply  this:— two  countries 
which  had  been  separated,  as  if  by  a  civil 
coavulsion,  were  so  placed  that  they 
could  hardly  distinguish  each  other's  sub- 
jects. One  of  these  happens  to  be  in- 
volved in  hostilities  with  the  other,  and 
is  exposed  to  maritime  impressment;  the 
difficulty  is,  how  can  the  mistake  of  the 
subjects  of  each  be  provided  against  ? 
One  says  it  cannot ;  the  other  replies,  let 
us  try  if  some  arrangement  can  be  made 
to  protect  us  from  the  chance  of  having 
our  subjects  hurried  by  impressment  into 
oppressive  servitude.  This  matter  was 
entitled  to  particular  consideration,  from 
the  abuses  to  which  it  was  liable.  A 
point  of  suph  delicacy  as  the  identity  of 
subjects  so  nearly  allied,  was  left  as  it 
now' stood,  to  the  discretion  of  young 
officers  habituated  to  control,  unac- 
customed to  any  restraint,  and  from  whose 
decision  there  was  no  appeal.  The  point 
was  decidedly  one  of  great  difficulty;  and 
for  this  reason  it  should  be  carefully  exa- 
mined into,  instead  of  being  left  wholly 
unprovided  for.  For  his  part,  he  was 
quite  convinced  oC  the  practicability  of 
an  arrangement:  for  instance,  America 
might  consent,  for  the  protection  of  her 
own  seamen,  not  to  hide  or  receive  those 
of  this  country.  Such  an  arrangement 
would  be  reasonable  and  satisfactory. 
From  motives  of  policy.  Great  Britain 
should  seek  this  adjustment,  seeing  that, 
as  things  now  stood,  from  one  fourth  to 
one  third  of  the  American  crews  were 
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British  subjects.  It  was  oztraordinary 
that  the  plenipotentiaries  should  havo 
separated  without  having  concluded  so 
important  a  branch  of  their  respective 
interests;  it  was  a  proof  of  the  most  un- 
accountable indolence  to  see  such  an  op- 
portunity overlooked  of  deciding  this 
momentous  point.  By  no  regulation  that 
could  be  entered  into  would  Great  Bri- 
tain lose  the  same  number  of  men  as  she 
did  by  the  present  system.  With  refe- 
rence to  the  origin  of  the  war,  although 
his  own  opinion  decidedly  was  that  it 
arose  out  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  yet 
having  been  continued  when  these  were 
repealed,  he  was  free  to  admit,  that  it  was 
prolonged  by  America  beyond  the  period 
of  its  legitimate  provocation.  As  to  the 
instructions  to  the  American  commis- 
sioners, the  bon.  gentleman  could  not 
know  them  at  the  outset  of  the  negocia- 
tion.  On  the  question  of  the  Indian 
boundary,  the  hon.'  gentleman  had  not 
spoken  with  candour.  He  had  treated 
the  Indians  as  what  he  called  the  Allies  of 
Great  Britain.  Upon  that  subject  he 
(Mr.  Baring)  agreed,  that  the  savage  state 
of  those  people  was  no  roason  why  they 
should  be  abandoned;  but  gentlemen 
must  not  suppose  that  they  were  people 
in  the  heart  of  America  with  whom  we 
should  have  contracted  any  alliance.  In 
the  peace  of  1763,  the  European  Powers 
drew  the  line  with  reference  to  the  In- 
dians :  in  the  time  of  lord  Chatham,  the 
strongest  resistance  was  made  ag.ainst 
France,  who  wished  to  make  some  stipu- 
lations with  respect  to  those  within  the 
Indian  ^boundaries.  He  agreed  that  this 
country  ought  not  to  put  an  end  to  the 
war,  and  leave  those  Indians  to  the  mercy 
of  the  American  Government;  but  that 
a  solemn  pacification  should  be  made  for 
them,  and  that  they  should  be  left  where 
they  were  before  the  war,  was  all  that 
could  be  required  from  us.  In  the  early 
part  of  the  discussion  the  Americans  ro» 
sisted  any  interference  with  the  Indians. 
They  asked  whether  a  pacification  and  a 
boundary  for  the  Indians  was  made  a  tme 
aud  Hon ;  and  the  answer  was  in  the  af- 
nrmative.  The  question  was  then  asked, 
whether  th^  boundary  was  intended  to 
preclude  the  Americans  from  purchasing 
lands  without  the  eonsent  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, and  whether  the  Indians  would  be 
restricted  from  selling  them.  ^The  an* 
swer  was,  that  they  might  not  purchaaeb 
but  that  the  Indians  would  not  be  re- 
strained from  selling  to  a  third  perion* 
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The  AnericaDi  said  that  peace  with  the 
InUiantVat  so  obTioos  as  to  require  no 
cocniDenL  With  regard  ,to  the  extent  of 
the  Indian  boondaryi  he  woold  maintain, 
that,  objectionable  as  that  point  mast  be 
to  any  country,  it  fconld  .not  only  not  be 
to  the  advantage,  but  to  the  detriment  of 
Great  Britain,  even  if  we  coold  have  en« 
forced  iu  It  would  have  been  the  most 
absurd  policy  that  could  be  adopted. 
This  Indian  territory  would  have  taken 
op  more  than  one  half  of  the  United 
States,  and  this  was  to  te  put  under 
savage  tribes.  Any  one  who  knew  what 
tort  of  a  neighbonr  an  Indian  was,  must 
be  aware  of  the  danger  of  setting  up 
hordes  of  savages,  who.  would  rob  and 
murder  without  .the  least  restraint*  The 
effect  on  America  of  establishing  the  tn^ 
dependence -of  the  Indians,  would  be  this: 
ineiead  of  spreading  out  .her  people  in 
agriculture,  it  would  ibrce  her  to  becooM 
a  manufacturing,  and  a  great  naval  power. 
Even,  therefore,  if  we  coold  have  our 
will,  and  could  establish,  those  savages  in 
independence,  it  would  be  the  worst  thing 
for  this  country  that  conld  be  devised. 
As  to  the  lakes,  he  should  say  but  little, 
as  it  was  evident  that  this  country  forced 
the  Americans  to  have  an  establishment 
on  them.  All  that  the  Treaty  psovided 
for  was,  that  we  should  be.  at  peace,  and 
that  all  decisions  should  be  referred  to  a 
friendly  Power.  The  whole  of  it  was  a 
msrk  of  great  neglect  on«  the  part  of 
bis  Majesty's  ministers,  who  left  the  ne- 
gociators  at  Ghent  in  the  greatest  indeci- 
sion. Looking  at  the  delay  of  the  Treaty, 
it  was  impossible  not  to  be  aware  of  the 
injury  of  not  making  peace  with  America 
when  the  Treaty  of  Paris  was  signed. 
If  peace  had  been  concluded  at  that  time, 
the  country  would  have  had  to  boast  that 
we  had  fought  a  defeosiTe  war  with  Ame- 
rica in  the  most  honourable  manner ;  that 
with  the  most  trifling  force  we  had  shown 
oorseWes  capable  of  defending  our  colo- 
nies against  all  the  power  of  America ; 
and  that  we  had  left  an  impression  on 
that  country  which  for  half  a  century 
would  not  have  been  worn  out.  The  Go- 
vernment, however,  bad  thought  other- 
wise ;  they  thought  that  that  was  a  mo- 
ment for  making  an  impression  on  Ame- 
rica: they  made  that  trial,  and  were  foiled 
both  in  the  north  and  in  the  south.  Gen- 
tlemen might  say  it  was  not  fair  to  argue 
from  accidental  circumstances,  and  what 
bad  been  the  result  of  the  campaign ;  but 
nont  conld  say  there  was  any  chance  of 


making  an  impression  on  that  coontry» 
either  in  the  north  or  in  the  sooth.  Ho 
shook!  like  to  bear  the  hon.  gentleman 
defend  the  policy  of  penetrating  into 
America.  He  should  like  to  ask  him, 
wha)  could  be  the  object  of  the  expedi* 
tion  to  New  Orleans  ?  Supposing  we  had 
taken  that  city#  what  benefits  would  thae 
country  have  derived?  We  should  have 
plundered  some  warehouses  of  cotion« 
to  our  great  and  eternal  disgrace^  One 
half  of  that  article  was  purchased  by  per- 
sons in  this  country  on  speculation :  but 
the  object  of  the  expedition  waaplnnder, 
and  nothing  else ;  for  if  we  had  -taken 
possession  of  New  Orleans,  the  very  first 
warm  day  the  men  must  have  walked 
out,  if  they  had  any  legs  to  walk  on* 
It  was  a  spot  on*  which  the  Americana 
themselves  lost  two  or  three  thousand 
men  ;  and  if  ten  thousand  had  been  sent 
on  that  expedition,  we  could  not  have  had 
500  capable  of  performing  their  doty. 
It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  northern  states 
of  America  would  be  the  first  formidable 
enemy  we  should  have  to  meet  at  eea; 
and  he  only  hoped,  as  peace  had  been 
concluded,  that  a  little  more  attention 
would  be  paid  by  Government  to  the  con* 
corns  of  the  two  countries,  and  that  means 
would  be  adopted  to  preserve  friendship 
between  them.  From  the  ^circumstance 
of  both  countries  having  colonies,  and 
the  great  commercial  relations  that  sub- 
sisted l>etween  them,  it  was  necessary 
that  a  treaty  should  be  made  to  define 
those  relations  more  distinctly,  for,  with- 
out it,  it  was  impoaible  that  peace  could 
be  maintained* 

Mr.  Mamyait  contended,  that  the  con- 
cessions of  Great  Britain  had  failed  to  con- 
ciliate America,  who,  however,  in  the 
treaty  of  1767,  allowed  Prance  to  reclaim 
her  subjects,  so  that  she  stood  condemned 
out  of  her  own  month.  With  regard  to 
what  the  hon.  gentleman  had  said  con- 
cerning the  Indians,  it  was  incumbent  on 
Great  Britain  to  make  some  stipulation  on 
the  part  of  those  who  had  bled  in  her  ser- 
Tice.  That  unhappy  race  had  been  treated 
by  the  Americans  with  the  greatest 
cruelty  :  they  were  shot  at  with  no  more 
hesitation  than  if  they  were  deer  or  haree, 
and  their  territories  were  constantly  seised 
by  their  encroaching  neighbours ;  but  in 
this  Treaty  they  had  found  a  legitimate 
protector,  such  as  they  had  never  known 
before.  The  great  object  of  peace,  as  Mr. 
Maddison  had  obserred,  was  to  prevent  a 
recorfence  of  war;  and  miniatera  had 
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done  all  they  conld  in  oiftkiBg  |Maee  with  | 
America*  as  soon  as  ib^y  could  so  do  coii« 
aisteutly  with  the  honoer  of  this  cooatry. 
The  object  of  America  was»  to  prevent 
Great  Britain  from  reclaiming  the  alle- 
giance of  her  fimn  sul^ects;  bnt  in  this 
America  had  completely  lailedi  and  Great 
Britain  had  been  soceessfbh 

Mr.  (Carles  Gnmi  jnn.  said,  that  the 
snbjeci  under  the  discossion  of  the  Hoose 
was  strictly  the  Treaty,  and  the  sabjeet 
grafted  on  that  was  the  condoct  of  his  Ma^ 
jesty's  ministers  doring  the  negooiatton* 
It  had  been  obserred,  that  several  points 
remaining  nnsefided*  the  Treaty  was  m>t 
eomplete ;  hot  in  spite  of  what  be  had 
beard»  he  really  thought  that  an  adjust- 
meet  would  be  made.  He  would  not  enter 
into  the  sobject  of  the  origin  of  the  war ; 
but  he  reminded  the  Hoose  thai  Mr. 
Maddison  had  said,  that  if  the  repeal  of 
the  Orders  in  Council  bad  been  known,  it 
would  not  hare  prevented  war.  The  fact 
vras»  thai  there  existed  a  hostile  spirit  in 
the  American  Government  towards  this 
country.  The  right  hen.  mover  of  the 
amendment  had  said,  how  advaotageoos  it 
would  have  been,  if,  on  the  SOih  of  May 
we  could  have  concluded  peace ;  but  it 
could  not  then  be  done,  for  the  American 
President  stiU  insisted  on  the  flag  of  the 
United  Slates  protecting  all  seamen  under 
it,  and  no  peace  could  be  established  while 
such  a  principle,  subversive  of  all  our 
national  righiS|  was  demanded.  With  re* 
spect  to  the  character  of  this  country, 
which  it  had  been  argued  was  lowered  by 
her  late  military  attempts,  be  contended 
that  the  Treaty  itself,  so  fafourabie  to  her 
interests,  showed  the  respect  in  which 
Great  Britain  was  held  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  United  States.  The  hon.  gentleman 
observed,  that  no  Treaty  was  perhaps  ever 
known  to  have  been  concluded  upon  the 
terms. originally  proposed.  Those  terms 
generally  underwent  some  modification. 
It  was  notorious,  indeed,  that  a  negocia- 
tion  with  France  was  some  time  since 
broken  off  by  this  country,  because  the 
negociators  on  the  part  of  that  Govern* 
nent  demanded  an  uUnnatum  at  the  outset. 
The  delay  which  took  place  after  the 
meeting  of  the  commissioners  was  chiefly 
occasioned  by  the  article  relating  to  the 
Indians.  Delay  was  not  our  object:  we 
had  nothing  so  mean  or  luiwerthy  in  view 
as  to  protract.  He  begged  to  express  \fti 
regret,  that  thenegociations  had  been  kid 
b^re  the  world  :  it  was  a  measure  thaa 
to  runow  M  those  irritations 
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and  animosities  which  had  existed  between 
the  two  countries.  He  had  heard  it  said, 
that  the  American  Government  was  re* 

Suired  to  do  this;  but  when  Mr.  Jay  ad- 
ressed  Gen.  Washington  lor  an  account  of 
his.negociations,  he  replied,  that  he  con* 
ceived  it  unconstitutional,  and  that  the 
precedent  would  be  dangerous  in  the 
extreme.  Mr.  Grant  contended,  that  this 
Government  was  bound  in  honour,  policy, 
and  justice,  to  give  its  protection  to  the 
faidians,  whom  they  had  drawn  into  the 
contest  against  the  Americans;  and  he 
thought  it  a  high  honour  to  this  Govern* 
ment  that  they  had  secured  to  the  Indiana 
the  possession  of  those  rights  and  privi* 
leges  which,  in  his  opinion,  had  been  so 
slMmefally  sacrificed  and  given  up  in  the 
treaties  of  1763  and  1783. 

Sir  Jamet  Mackkiioih  said,  that  ho  rose 
after  his  hon.  relation,  pastly  to  express 
the  pride  as  well  as  pleasure  with  which 
ho  had  listened  to  his  arguments,  though 
ho  was  obliged  to  conUovert  their  justieei 
He  would  begin  by  avowing,  howevor 
onflMhioiMble  such  principles  had  now 
become,  his  partiality  to  America,  because 
she  was  not  only  l>ound  to  us  by  the  ties 
of  common  origin,  but  by  the  ck>ser  fel- 
lowship of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
The  spirit  of  liberty  had  given  usan  Ame« 
rican  empire :  the  spirit  of  domination 
had  robbed  us  of  it.  Peace  with  Ame- 
rica he  considered  as  one  of  the  greatest 
of  national  advantages ;  for  of  all  separate 
obfects  of  our  foreign  policy,  he  thought 
friendship  with  America  was  the  second. 
The  strength  and  security  of  Holland  he 
allowed  to  be  the  first.  He  had  at  all 
times  equally  lamented  and  reprobated 
those  vulgar  prejudices,  and  that  insolent 
language  against  the  people  of  Anserics, 
which  had  been  of  late  no  piievalent  in  this 
country,  and  which  had  reached  so  ex* 
travagant  a  height,  that  men,  respectable 
in  character  as  well  as  station,  had  spekea 
in  this  House  of  the  deposition  oi  Mr. 
Maddison  as  a  justifiable  object  of  war, 
and  had  treated  a  gentleman  of  Eog[lish 
extraction  and  education  with  a  scurnlity 
which  they  must  now  be  the  first  to 
regret,  for  no  better  reason  than  that  we 
happened  to  be  at  war  with  the  great  re* 
public  over  which  he  presides.  He  did 
not,  therefore,  object  so  much  to  the  Treaty 
as  to  the  Address.  He  objected  to  it  be^ 
cause  the  Treaty  was  not  concluded 
sooner,  because  the  delay  was  uofavour* 
able  to  its  conditions,  and  above  alt,  be^ 
cause  the  negociations  were  notooadncted 
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is  the  tptfii  bmM  likely  to  render  kbe 
peace  permanent.  Tbe  queatioa  bebre 
the  House  was  twofold :— Whether  aay 
lumeceuary  delay  had  eccnrred  in  the 
negociatioo ;  and  whether  that  delay  wu 
culpably  impotable  to  hit  Majeity's  mi* 
aisters  ? 

He  should  veotnre  to  amooiey  that  the 
negeeiaiioo  woold  have  been  better  con- 
ducted if  it  had  been  commenced  in  April 
or  May,  and  closed  in  July,  than  as  it  was 
from  August  to  December.  Every  thing 
during  tbe  first  •  period  was  favourable  to 
Great  Britain.  That  Government  in  France 
which  America  might  consider  as  the 
oheck  on  British  power,  had  just  been 
overthrown.  The  Allies  were  closely 
united;  they  were  in  possession  of  the 
French  territory.  The  renown  of  their 
success  subdued  and  overawed  the  minds 
of  ail  men.  It  was  the  moment  for  Sng* 
land  tojprove  her  sincerity  in  disclaiming 
views  or  American  aggrandixemeiit.  The 
cauic  of  war  waa  removed.  Peace  was  in 
substance,  if  not  in  foreai  made  with 
France.  No  maritime  war  existod.  AH 
questions  respecting  the  right  of  imprem* 
ment,  or  any  other  right  of  a  maritime 
belligerent,  were  become  matters  oif  pore 
speculation.  The  sufctl^ct  in  dknule  wms 
vanished.  Cadk  fumh.  »  Shall  we 
continue  at  war  for  a  theoretical  prinoiplo 
of  public  law  }"  was  the  lanj|[uage  openly 
held  by  the  American  negociatorsoo  their 
arrival  in  London  in  April.  To  go  still 
further  back,  he  could  not  discover  why 
ministera  had  rsjected  the  mediation  of 
Eustia.  A  mediator  is  a  common  friend, 
who  counsels  both  parties  with  a  weight 
proportioned  to  their  belief  in  his  i»* 
iegrity,  and  their  respect  for  his  power. 
But  he  is  not  an  arbitrator  to  whose  deci* 
sion  they  aubmtt  their  difierences,  and 
whose  award  is  binding  on  them.  Rumia, 
at  the  moment  of  the  proposal,  was  the 
meet  hearty  ally  of  England*  No  two 
atates  were  ever  joined  by  stronger  bands 
of  common  interest  Bussia  had,  by  the 
Convention  of  1801,  renounced  the  prin* 
ciples  of  the  Armed  Neutrality.  She  had» 
indeed,  renewed  them  when  she  fell  under 
the  influence  of  Napoleon.  But  as  soon 
aa  ahe  was  emancipated  from  that  yoke, 
site  must  have  disclaimed  all  the  doctrines 
that  she  was  then  forced  to  profon.  She 
must  have  supported  our  general  maritime 
rights;  and  it  would  have  required  extraor* 
dinary  disinterestedness  for  her,  at  that 
moment,  to  have  been  even  impartial  re- 
specting the  single  right  in  dispute  be- 


tween Amsnce{ffom  whomsbohad  notbiug 
to  hope  or  to  fear),  and  England,  her  moss 
eAciive  and  inditpensabw  ally.  Aeea 
might  elapse  before  euch  an  opportunity 
oS  pledging  Russia  in  favour  of  our  mari* 
time  rights  would  agaui  occur.  But  at 
least,  why  wss  not  the  Congress  opened 
in  April  ?  Will  it  be  said,  that  th,e  Ameri* 
can  ministers  had  not  then  received  instruc* 
tions  adapted  to  tbe  success  of  tbe  Allies, 
and  the  new  state  of  Europe  ?  But  enough 
must  have  been  known  in  America  in 
January  to  dispose  that  Government  to 
terminete  a  war  which  had  no  longer  any 
object,  in  which  they  coukl  no  longer 
hope  for  aid  or  diversioo,  and  in  which 
their  enemy  was  the  ally  of  all  Europe. 
The^heule  of  Lsipnic,  the  passage  of  the 
Rhine,  the  occupation  of  a  third  of  France^ 
the  Conqueror  of  Enrope  reduced  to  a 
doubtful  and  perilous  defence/ of  his  ca* 
pital,  were  surely  motavea  enough  for 
potting  an  end  to  a  contest  about  the  laws 
of  naval  war,  at  a  oMiment  when  all  war 
was  about  to  close.  And  how  could  the 
English  ministers  then  knew  the  uh 
struetions  given  by  the  American  Govohh 
oMttt?  It  is  |»eifeetly  ridicolooa  to  urge 
these  instmotions  now,  and  to  aey,  aa 
his  hen.  Iricnd  (Mr.  Grant)  had  in  aub* 
sunce  said,  that  the  ministers  had  prophe* 
ded  truly  by  diance,  and  were  rights 
though  they  did  net  know  iU  Men  can- 
not be  justified  by  instructions,  of  which 
they  did  not  knew  tin  e»steooe  at  the 
moment  of  ectien.  k  was  impomible  lo 
explain  this  delay  firom  the  Convention 
with  Moneieur  in  April,  or  the  Treaty  of 
Paris  in  May,  unless  on  the  miserable  po» 
licy  of  protracting  war  for  the  sake  of 
stsiking  a  blow  against  Anwriea.  The 
disgrace  of  the  naval  war,  of  balaneed  auc* 
cem  between  the  Britbh  navy  and  the 
new-born  marine  of  America,  was  to  be 
redeemed  by  protracted  warfare,  and  by 
pouring  our  victorious  armies  upon  the 
American  continent.  That  opportunity, 
faully  for  us,  arose.  If  the  Congrem  had 
opened  in  June,  it  was  impossible  that  we 
should  have  sent  out  ordera  for  the  attack 
on  Washington.  We  shook!  have  been 
saved  from  that  success,  which  he  consi- 
dered as  a  thousand  times  more  disgrace- 
ful and  disastrous  than  the  worst  defeat. 
This  success  he  charged  on  tbe  delay  of 
the  negociation.  It  was  a  sncooM  which 
made  our  naval  power  hateful  and  alarm- 
ing to  all  Europe.  It  was  a  success  which 
gave  the  hearts  of  the  American  people  to 
every  eneaiy  who  might  rise  against  £ng« 
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land.  It  WM  an  enterprise  which  tnoat 
exasperated  a  people,  and  least  weakened 
a  go?erniDent  of  any  recorded  in  the  an* 
nals  of  war. 

For  every  justifiable  purpose  of  present 
warfare   it  wu    almost    impotent.      To 
every  wise  object  of  prospective  policy 
it  was  hostile.      It  was  an  attack,  nut 
against  the  strength  or  the  resources  of  a 
siate^  but  against  the  national  honour  and 
public  aflections  of  a  people.     After  25 
years  of  the  fiercest  warfare,  in  which 
every  great  capital  of  the  European  con- 
tinent had  been  spared^  he  had  almoat 
said,  respected  by  enemiet,  it  was  re- 
■erved  for  England  to  violate  all  that  de- 
cent courtesy  towards  the  seats  of  na- 
tional dignity,  which,  in  the  midst  of  enmity, 
manifests  the  respect  of  nations  for  each 
other,  by  an  expedition  deliberately  and 
principally  directed   against    palaces  of 
government,  halls  of  legislation,  tribunals 
of  justice,  repositories  of  the  muniments 
of  property,  and  of  the  records  of  history 
—objects   among  civilised    nations    ex- 
empted from  the  ravages  of  war,  and  se- 
cured, as  far  as  possible,  even  from  its 
accidental  operation,  because  they  con- 
tribute nothing  to  the  means  of  hostility, 
but  are  consecrated  to  purposes  of  peace, 
and  minister  to  the  common  and  perpetual 
interest  of  all  human  society*    It  seemed 
to  him  an  aggravation  of  this  atrocious 
measure  that  ministers  had  attempted  to 
justify  the  destruction  of  a  distinguished 
capital,  as  a  retaliation  for  some  violences 
of  inferior  American  officers,  unauthorized 
and    disavowed    by    their    Government, 
against  he   knew   not  what    village    in 
Upper  Canada,    To  make  such  retaliation 
just,  there  must  always  be  clear  proof  of 
the  outrage ;  in  general  also,  sufficient  evi- 
dence that  the  adverse  government  refused 
make  due  reparation  for  it,  and  at  last 
some  proportion  of  the  punishment  to  the 
offence.    Here  then;  was  very  imperfect 
evidence  of  the  outrage— no  proof  of  re- 
fusal to  repair— and  demonstration  of  the 
excessive  and  monstrous  iniquity  of  what 
was  falsely  called  retaliation.    The  value 
of  a  capital  is  not  to  be  estimated  by  its 
houses,  and  warehouses,  and  shops.    It 
consisted  chiefly  in  what  could  be  neither 
numbered  nor  weighed.    It  was  not  even 
by  the  elegance  or  grandeur  of  its  monu* 
ments,  that  il  was  most  dear  to  a  generous 
people.    They  looked  upon  it  with  affec- 
tion and  pride  as  the  seat  of  legislation,  as 
the  sanctuary  of  public  justice,  often  as 
linked  with  the  memory  of  past  times. 
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sometimes  still  more  as  connected  with 
their  fondest  and  proudest  hopes  of 
greatness  to  come.  To  put  all  these 
respectable  feelings  of  a  great  people, 
sanctified  by  'the  illustrious  name  of 
Washington,  on  a  level  with  half  a  dozen 
wooden  sbeds  in  the  temporary  seat  of  a 
provincial  government,  was  an  act  of  in- 
tolerable insolence,  and  implied  as  much 
contempt  for  the  feelings  of  America  as 
for  the  common  sense  of  mankind. — [Sir 
James  enlarged  on  a  variety  of  subjects 
in  which  we  have  not  been  able  to  follow 
him.]— On  the  right  of  searching  foreign 
ships  for  English  seamen,  be  mentioned  a 
remarkable  instance  of  its  ancient  and 
general  acknowledgment,  which  he  had 
lately  found  in  the  Manuscript  Memoirs 
of  king  James  2.  lliat  prince,  being  in 
Holland  in  1 657,  was  desirous  of  returning 
to  France,  and  first  proposed  to  ^o  by  sea,- 
but  renounced  that  intention  from  "  the 
hazard  his  Royal  Highness  would  run,  in 
case  they  met  with  any  English  man  of* 
war,- whose  custom  it  was  to  search  any 
strange  ships  to  see  if  they  had  any  English 
seamen  on  board,  and,  if  they  should  find 
any  such,  to  take  them  out.''*  Here  was 
an  instance  of  the  exercise  of.  this  right  a 
century  and  a  half  ago,  the  practice  being 
then  spoken  of  as  familiar  and  acquiesced 
in  by  the  ships  of  so  great  a  nation  as- 
France.  This  passage,  which  had  come  to 
light  thus  accidentally,  he  considered  as 
decisive  evidence  of  the  ancient  and  un- 
resisted exertion  of  this  important  right. 

The  right  of  every  state  to  the  per- 
petual allegiance  of  its  naturaUborn  sub- 
jects, was  an  undisputed  principle  of 
public  law.  But  it  was  one  of  those  ex- 
treme rights  which  were  peculiarly  liable 
to  degenerate  into  wrong,  if  the  utmost 
caution  and  humanity  did  not  regulate 
its  exercise.  Notwitbstandrng  this  right, 
Irish  officers  in  the  service  of  France, 
durinff  all  the  war  of  the  eighteenth  cen« 
tory,  had  been  treated  as  French  subjects. 
Notwithstanding  this  right,  Louis  15 
treated  his  natural-born  subject,  marshal 
Ligonier,  as  a  prisoner  of  war,  and  a  con- 
versation between  them  is  supposed  to 
have  had  some  share  in  producing  the 
peace  of  Aix-la-Chapelle.  But  never 
yet  did  a  case  arise  in  which  the  applica- 
tion of  the  principle  was  so  difficult  as  in 
the  relation  between  Britain  and  America; 

*  Manuscript  Life  of  James  II,  in  the 
Library  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  p.  «24. 
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nmtions  of  the  same  language,  of  anfiilar 
Manners,  of  almost  the  same  laws,  the  one 
being  a  country  of  overflowing  population, 
and  the  other  of  a  boondiess  extent  of 
vacant  kmd  to  receive  it:  the  two  first 
maritime  states  in  the  world,  the  one 
habitually  belligereot,  onder  the  necessity  i 
of  manntng  her  prodigious  navy  by  very 
rigorous  mef  ns ;  the  other  disposed  to  com- 
merce and  neutrality,  allnring  seamen  by 
every  temptation  of  emolument  into  her 
growing  mercantile  marine.  Never  wai 
there  such  a  dangerous  conflict  between 
the  rigorous  principle  of  natural  allegi- 
nnce,  and  the  moral  duty  of  contributing 
to  the  defence  of  a  protecting  govexnment. 
To  reconcile  these  jarring  claims  by  general 
reasoning,  or  by  abstract  principles.  Was 
a  vain  attempt.  To  effect  a  compromise 
betiteen  them,  would  be  an  arduous  task 
§0T  the  utmost  caution,  and  the  most  con- 
dHatory  spirit.  Yet  it  must  be  tried,  unless 
^ne  were  willing  that  in  every  future  war 
America  should  necessarily  become  our 
enemy. 

He  proceeded  to  examine  the  causes  of 
delay  aiVer  the  Congress  was  assembled  at 
Ghent.  These  vrere  all  reducible  to  one, 
«-^  pretension  set  up  by  the  British  ne- 
gociators,  to  guarantee  what  was  catted 
%he  independence  of  the  savages  whom  we 
bad  armed,  and  to  prohibit  the  Americans 
from  purchases  of  land  from  them.  The 
first  remark  on  this  pretension  was,  that  it 
ought  never  to  have  been  made,  or  never 
abandoned.  If  honour  and  humanity  to- 
wards the  Indians  required  it,  our  deser- 
tion of  it  is  an  indelible  disgrace.  It  is 
abandoned.  The  general  word^  of  the 
Treaty  are  of  no  value,  or  amount  to  no 
more  than  the  Americans  were  always 
ready  to  grant.  Having  been  abandoned. 
It  can  have  been  made  only  as  a  philah- 
thropic  pretext  for  war. 

But,  in  truth,  it  was  utterly  untenable, 
and  it  most  have  been  foreseen  that  it  was  to 
be  abandoned.  It  amounted  to  a  demand 
ibr  the  cession  of  the  larger  part  of  the 
territory  of  the  United  States,  of  that 
territory  which  is  theirs  by  positive 
treaty  with  Great  Britain.  Over  the  whole 
of  the  American  territory,  even  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain 
Ibrmerly  claimed  the  rights  of  sovere^oty. 
By  ^elVeaty  of  1783  the  United  States  sue- 
-ceeded  to  the  righu  of  the  British  Crovm. 
The  Indian  tribes,  who  bunted  in  various 
parts  of  tlMi  irast  territory,  became  Tassals 
of  the  Unhed  States  as  they  had  been  vas- 
ttdrofthettttgof^teat  Britain.  Poiselsed 
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doubtless  of  the  most  perfect  right  to  jus. 
tree  and  humanity,  entitled  liice  all  other 
men  to  resist  oppression,  undisturbed,  in 
regulating  their  internal  concettis,  or  their 
ordinary -quarrels  #ilh  each  other,  rather 
to  be  cotositlered  as  subj^psts  of  their  own 
chiefs,  than  ms  directly  amenable  to  the 
paramount  authority  of  the  territorial 
sovereign;  they  had  still,  in  all  treaties  re* 
specting  America,  been  considered  as  vas« 
sals  and  dependents,  bound  by  the  stipula- 
tions of  their  superior  state.  However 
undefined  this  character  might  be,  what« 
ever  doubt  might  be  entertained  of  the  ori« 
ginal  justiceof  such  treaties, It  was  notno^ 
for  Great  Britain  to  deny  the  existence  of 
rights  which  she  had  herself  exercised* 
and  which  she  had  solemnly  ceded  to  th^ 
United  States ;  and  otice  more,  if  th'e 
Indians  were  her  independent  allies,  itwiis 
tfisgracefnl  in  the  highest  degree  to  sur- 
render them  at  last  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Never  was  a  proposal  in  fact  so 
inhuman  made  undet  pretence  of  philan* 
thropy.  The  Western  frontier  of  North 
American  cultivation  is  the  psrt  of  the 
globe  in  which  civilization  is  making  the 
most  rapid  and  extensive  conquests  on  thn 
wilderness.  It  is  the  point  where  the  race 
of  men  is  most  progressive.  To  forbid  the 
purchase  of  land  from  (he  savages,  is  to 
arrest  the  pro^tess  of  mankind— it  is  to 
condemn  one  of  the  most  favoured  tracts 
of  the  earth  to  perpetual  sterility,  as  thb 
hunting* grouhd  of  a  few  thousand  savages. 
Move  barbarous  than  the  Noritian  tyrants, 
who  afforested  gt-eal  tracts  of  al^ab1e  land 
for  thefr  sport,  we  attempted  to  stipulate 
that  a  territory  twice  as  great  as  thb 
British  Islands  should  be  doomed  to  be  an 
eternal  desert!  We  laboured  to  prevent 
millions  of  millions  of  freemen,  of  Chris- 
tians, of  men  of  English  race,  from  coming 
into  existence.  There  never  was  such  ah 
attempt  made  by  a  state  to  secure  its  ovm 
dominion  by  desolation,  to  guard  by 
deserts  what  they  cobld  not  guard  by 
strength.  To  perpetuate  the  English  au- 
thority in  two  provinces,  the  larger  pa^t 
of  North  America  vras  for  ever  to  be  % 
wilderness.  The  American  ministers,  by 
their  resistance  to  so  insolent  and  extrava* 
gam  a  demand,  maintained  the  common 
cause  of  civilised  men — ^and  the  English, 
who  by  advancing  so  monstrous  a  preten* 
siott  protracted  the  miseries  and  the  blood- 
shed of  war,  who  had  caused  the  sad 
defeat  of  New  Orleans  and  the  more  dis- 

Ccefui  victory  of  Warikington,  had  ren« 
ed  themselvea  eocountable  to  God  and 
(SM) 
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their  country  for  all  the  accamulation  of 
evils  which  marked  the  last  months  of  an 
.unfortQuate  and  unnatural  war. — J^or  these 
leasons  he  heartily  concurred  in  the 
amendment  of  his  right  bon«  friend. 

Lord  CaHlcrengh  sM,  he  had  purposely 
abstained  from  rising  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the  debate,  from  a  wish  to  hear  what 
objections  could  be  made  to  the  conduct 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers,  before  he  en- 
tered on  their  justification.  They  must  all 
feel,  that  at  the  close  of  a  transaction  which 
was  happily  wound  op  in  peace,  it  would 
not  be  advisable  to  argue  it  in  any  feeling 
calculated  to  disturb  the  amicable  rela- 
tions that  at  present  subsisted.  But  it  was 
bard  that  ministara  should  have  to  defend 
themselves  against  a  disclosure  on  the  part 
of  the  American  Government,  made  under 
circumstances  which  it  would  now  be  inju- 
dicious to  argue.  The  right  hon.  member 
who  had  examined  the  discussion  of  the 
.negociators,  guided  by  the  result,  Vras 
.auch  an  economist  in  point  of  time  as  to 
take  advantage  of  events  which,  having 
subsequently  taken  place,  ought  not  to  be 
applied  to  the  negociations  by  which  they 
were  preceded.  But  would  the  right  hon. 
member  undertake  to  say  that  it  was  not 
right  to  send  a  force  then  disposable  into 
.  America,  in  the  month  of  May  h  If  he 
would  now  do  so,  it  should  be  recollected 
that  he  did  not  do  so  ^t  the  time*  This 
concessions  on  the  part  of  this  country  were 
all  made  at  the  period  when  our  successes 
were  most  conspicuous ;  and  such  was  the 
apirit  of  conciliation  on  our  part,  that  we 
even  agreed  to  an  arrangement  by  which 
liis  Majesty's  Government  was  bouiid, 
while  It  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
American  Government  to  agree  or  not. 
.So  far  was  the  desire  of  peace  exemplified 
on  our  part.  As  to  the  mediation  of  the 
emperor  of  Russia*  it  was  declined,  not 
from  any  doubt  of  the  liberality  of  that 
monarch,  but  on  the  ground  that  England 
was  the  best  and  only  competent  judge  of 
ber  own- rights.  With  respect  to  the 
charge  of  delay,  he  could  state^  that  down 
lo  the  9th  of  last  August,  the  American 
Commissionera  had  no  instructions  from 
.their  Government  on  the  subject  of  the 
maritime  rights;  and  he  had  no  hesitation 
in  admitting  that  it  was  his  wish,  and  the 
wish  of  those  with  whom  he  acted,  that  the 
transactions  which  had  taken  place  in 
Europe  should  be  known,  in  America. 
Another  circumstance  worthy  of  remark 
was,  that  his  Majesty's  negocjators  had 
atated  all  their  objects  at  once*    CrQm  the 
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principle  of  the  maritime  rights  they  never 
could  depart ;  but  they  had  never  refused 
to  go  into  any  question  of  modification. 
If  the  frontier  could  be  established,  it 
would  have  been  a  great  object;  but  with 
all  its  importance,  it  never  occurred  to 
them  to  make  it  an  object  of  war.  The 
great  end  th«y  had  in  view  was  one  that 
atFected  the  honour  of  the  country,  that  of 
protecting  those  who  had  fought  and  bled 
with  us.  We  owed  to  the  Indians  to 
replace  them  in  a  state  of  peace,  and  in 
the  enjoyment  of  such  possessions  as  they 
had  before.  This  was  done,  and  the 
result  was  at  least  so  far  advantageous  to 
the  Indians,  as  to  make  their  interests  an 
object  of  regulation  to  a  country  which 
was  capable  of  protecting  thepn.  Besides 
the  negociatioo  was  almost  exclusively 
occupied  in  discussing  questions  that  ori« 
ginated  with  the  Americans  themselves. 
Nothing  had  been  stated  that  could  im« 
peach  the  Treaty  itself,  or  render  the 
House  and  the  country  dissatisfied  with  ita 
provisions.  In  the  conduct  of  the  nego« 
ctation  every  thing  was  done  by  this 
country  to- facilitate  those  amicable  regu- 
lations which  it  was  the  wish  of  Government 
to  establish.  Even  our  military  exertions 
were  made  with  a  view  to  peace.  Seeing 
that  ifhe  war  could  be  concluded  at  that 
period,  we  had  concluded  it;  and  he 
trusted  that,  from  all  these  considerations, 
the  House  would  be  disposed  to  reject  the 
Amendment,  and  agree  to  the  Address. 

Sir  Jatnea  Mackintosh,  having  been  ac- 
cused of  sacrificing  justice  and  humanity 
to  his  sanguine  views  of  progressive  civi- 
lization, observed,  in  explanation,  that  if 
in  the  year  1600  any  European  Powers  at 
war  with  England,  under  pretence  of  hu- 
manity for  the  Indians,  and  of  the  injustice 
which  they  always  suffered  from  Euro- 
peans, had  compelled  us  to  promise  by 
treaty  that  we  should  make  no  purchasea 
of  land  from  these  Indians,  the  whole  of 
North  America  would  at  this  day  have 
contained  fifty  thousand  <;annibalsy  instead 
of  ten  millions  of  British  freemen,  who 
may  be  numbered  among  the  most  intelli« 
gent,  the  most  moral,  the  bravest,  and  the 
most  happy  of  the  human  race.  Sentence 
of  desolation  and  barbarism  would  have 
been  passed  on  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  globe.  Our  ministers  in  this  proposal 
had  tried  to  doom  to  the  same  fate  all  that 
yet  remained  to  be  reclaimed. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gram  supported  the  Amend- 
ment,  on  the  ground  of  the  delay  with 
which  the  negociatoit  of  this  conotry  were- 
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chargeable.  The  mediation  of  the  em- 
peror of  Russia  might,  be  thought,  have 
been-  accepted  without  the  surrender  of 
any  right. 

Mr.  /{oMMcm  supported  the  Address,  and 
contended  that  no  unnecessary  delay  had 
been  occasioned  by  the  ihe  British  com- 
missioners. With -respect  to  the  attack  on 
Washington,  as  that  event  took  place  in 
the  month  of  August,  and  the  first  meeting 
of  the  commissioners  was  on  the  8lh  of 
that  month,  the  event  would  have  equally 
taken  place,  if  they  had  concluded  the 
treaty  the  first  day  of  their  meeting. 

The  House  then  divided  : 

For  the  Amendment 37 

Against  it 128 

Majority ——91 

The  Address  was  then  agreed  to. 

.  Rbport  from  thb  Committbb  on 
Parish  Apprbntices.]  The  following 
Report  was  presented  to  the  House  : 

Report. 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine 
into  the  number  and  state  of  Parish 
Apprentices,  bound  into  the  country 
from  the  parishes  within  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  and  lo  report  the  samCi 
with  their  observations  thereon,  to 
the  House:— Have  examined  the 
matter  to  them  referred,  and  agreed 
upon  the  following  Report : 

Your  Committee  have  to  observe,  that 
the  attention  of  Parliament  has  for  some 
time  been  called  to  this  subject,  and  that 
so  long  ago  as  the  session  of  1811,  a  bill 
was  brought  into  the  House,  to  amend  the 
laws  in  respect  to  Parish  Apprentices,  and 
to  make  certain  regulations,  with  the  view 
of  ameliorating  their  condition ;  but  was 
withdrawn,  in  order  that  some  information 
miffhl  be  procured  which  waa  conceived 
lo  be  wanting. 

A  committee  was  in  consequence  ap- 
pointed, which  set  on  foot  an  inquiry. 
This  inquiry  has  since  been  prosecuted 
with  as  much  perseverance  as  was  required 
by  a  Bobject  of  so  much  importance  to  the 
-  happiness  and  well-being  of  a  large  class 
of  the  coromonity,  though  hitherto  but 
little  made  an  object  of  the  attention  of 
Parliament. 

It  would  have  been  obviooaly  an  im* 
practicable  task  to  have  attempted  to 
ascertain  the  number  of  pariah  appren- 
licea  bounds  from  various  parts  of  fing- 
kod^  to  a  diataoce  from  their  parcota; 
and  tkt  connillM  beios  thcrcfora  under 


the  necessity  tif  limiting  their  inquiry  to 
those  poiiHs  which  were  capable  of  being 
ascertained,  conceived  that  the  parishes, 
which  are  comprehended  in  the  Bills  of 
Mortality,  would  aiford  a  tolerable  cri- 
terion to  enable  a  judgment  to  be  formed, 
as  to  the  comparative  number  of  parish' 
apprentices  bound  near  home  and  at  a 
distance,  and  as  to  the  advantages  or  dis- 
advantages resulting  from  the  latter  plan. 
This  was  the  more  practicable,  as  by' 
the  Act  passed  in  the  2d  and  7th  yeartf  of 
his  present  Majesty,  some  humane  regu- 
lations were  made  in  the  management  of 
parish  apprentices  in  those  parishes ;  and 
by   the  latter  Act,  in   certain  of  those 
parishes,  namely,  the  seventeen  parishea 
without  the  walls  of  London,  the  twenty- 
three  in  Middlesex  and   Surrey,    being 
within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  and  the 
liberty  of  the  Tower  of  London,  and^he 
ten  parishes  within  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Westminster,  a  list  of  poor  children  bound 
apprentices  waa  directed  to  be  delivered 
annually  from  each  parish  to  the  clerk  of 
the  company  of  Parish-deHts,  to  be  bound 
up    and  deposited  with    that  company. 
To  those  lists  your  committee  have  had 
acceas,  an  abstract  having  been  -  made  by 
the  clerk  of  the  Committee;  and  it  ap- 
pears from  them  that  the  whole  number 
of  apprentices  bound,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  year  1 802  to  the  end  of  the  year 
181  It  from  these  parishes,   amounts    to 
5,815;    b«ing  3,446    males,  and   2,369 
females.     Of  these  were  bound  to  trades, 
watermen,  the  sea-service,  and  to  house- 
hold employment,  2,428  males,  and  1,36 1 
females,  in  all   S,7S9;   fifteen  of  whom 
were  bound  under  eight  years  of  age,  493 
between  eight  and  eleven  years,  483  be- 
tween eleven  and  twelve,  1,656  betweea 
twelve  and  fourteen,  and  1,102  betwelea 
fourteen  and  eighteen.    Though  not  im- 
mediately  applicable  to  the  subject  of 
inquh'y,  it  may  not  be  altogether  irrele« 
vant  to  mention,  that  of  this  gross  number 
of   children  amounting  to  3,789|  there 
were  bound  to  the  sea-service,  to  water- 
men, lightermen,  and  fishermen,  484;  to 
household    employments,   528 ;    and    to 
various    trades    and    professions,  2,772 : 
the    remaining   children    amounting    to 
2,026,  being  1,018  males,  and  1,008  fe- 
males>  were   bound    to    persons    in    the 
country  ;  of  these,  58  were  under  eight 
years  of  age^    1,008  between  eight  and 
eleven,  316  between  eleven  and  twelve, 
485  between  twelve  and  fourteen,  and  207 
betwetn  fourteen  and  eighteenth  besfdM 
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two  children  wiioae  ages  a^e  not  men- 
tioned in  I  he  returns  from  tti«ir  parishes. 

Before  they  enter  on  the  subject  of  what 
has  become  of  these  children,  your  Com- 
ipittee  beg  leave  to  obser?e«  that  from  all 
the  parishes  within  the  city  of  London, 
only  eleven  apprentices  have  been  sent 
to  masters  at  a  distance  in  the  country  ; — 
that  of  the  five  parishes  in  Soothwark, 
only  one  (Saint  George's)  has  sent  any 
^considerable  number ; — that  in  Westmin- 
ater,  the  parish  of  St.  Anne,  has  not  sent 
any  since  thti  year  1802;  those  of  St. 
Margaret  and  St.  John,  since  the  year 
1 803  I  and  the  largest  and  populous  parish 
of  St.  Pancras  has  discontinued  the  prac- 
tice since  the  year  1806.  From  those  of 
t^ewingtoB,  Shad  well,  Islington,  and  se- 
veral othersi  no  children  have  at  any  time 
been  sent. 

Stie  Committee  directed  precepts  to  be 
to  the  various  persons  in  the  country 
1^  whom  the  parish  apprentices,  to  th^ 
amount  of  2,026,^ were  bound,  directing 
them  to  make  returns,  stating  what  had 
become  of  them,  to  the  best  of  their  know- 
ledge. These  returns  have  in  general 
been  complied  with*  but  in  some  instances 
have  not,'  owing  probably  to  the  bank- 
ruptcy or  discontinuance  in  business  of  ttie 
parties  to  whom  these  children  were  ap- 
prenticed ;  and  in  some  cases  the  infor- 
mation required  has  been  furnished  by 
^be  overseer  of  the  poor,  to  whom  the 
charge  of  assigning  the  apprentices  de» 
Tolved,  on  the  failure  of  the  master. 

The  genera]  Classification  may  be  made 

as  follows : 

Now  serving  under  indenture 644 

Served  their  time,  and  now  in  the 

same  employ  .•••• 108 

Served,  and  settled  elsewhere  ....•.•••     U9 

BeAd 80 

Enlisted  in  the  army  or  navy ••     843 

Quitted    their  service,    chiefly  run 

away  • •••• 160 

Kot  bound  to  the  person  mentioned 
in  the  return  kept  by  the  company 

of  Parish-clerks    • ••••.••     58 

Sent  back  to  their  friends    •••.... 57 

Transferred  to  tradesmen  in  difterent 

parts  of  the  kingdom    • 246 

Incapable  of  service 18 

Not  accounted  for  or  mentioned •      S 

In  parish  workhouses  •     26 

Not  satisfactorily  or  intelligibly  ac« 
counted  for  by  the  persona  to 
whom  they  were  bomidt  ^  hjr  ik^ 
ov^fseera  where  t|ie  nasteri;  ba?9 


Bq^ifaom  the  Cammiii^ 
become  b^nkriyU    


.  435 
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Of  the  number  comprised  under  the 
last  bead,  consisting  of  435,  some  few  of 
the  masters  have  sent  a  return,  but  without 
giving  an  account  of  the  whole  of  the 
apprentices;  so  that  it  may  be  fairly 
jadged  that  one  third  of  these  cannot  be 
accounted  for  at  all. 

Your  Committee  having  abstracted  ih6 
whole  list  of  parish  apprentices  bound 
into  the  country,  might  make  this  Report 
more  full,  by  enumerating  the  particular 
returns  made  by  each  master  or  by  the 
overseer,  as  well  as  the  names  of  such 
masters  as  have  not  given  any  answers 
at  all,  or  unsatisfactory  ones;  but  they 
conceive  that  it  might  be  invidious  to  do 
so,  especially  as  those  detaib  would 
make  no  difference  in  the  state  of  the 
question  which  it  is  their  object  to  bring 
before  the  consideration  of  the  House. 
They  therefore  abstain  from  inserting  any 
such  returns  in  their  Appendix,  satisfied 
that  the  House  will  give  them  credit  for 
the  reason  of  such  omission.  They  think 
it  right,  however,  to  state  generally,  that 
of  the  children  bound  in  ten  years,  the 
following  is  the  proportion  of  the  diSerent 
trades  and  employments: 

SiMc  Throwsters 1  ig> 

Silk  ManufaatM'ers  ...•     26 

'  144 

Flax  Dressers   21 

Flax  Spinners  58 

l^lax  Miinufactureca •••••     88 

S^l-ciotb  M^nufactureis •••      8 

175 

Woollen  Mivnofacturtra  24 

Worsted  Spinners*, ...••       2 

Worsted  Mamilactttrars 146 

Carpel  Weavers   2 

174 

Fome-wofk  Kitiit^n  ••«.• •••  9 

£artbenware  Ms^uGncturers  v....  % 

Cotton  Spinnera    553 

Cotton  W«i^ers   07 

Cotton  Manufacturers  ..•• 771 

Cotton  TwisA  Manufacturers 7 

Calico  Weavers • I98 

Fustian  Manufacturers 71 

Cotton  Candlewick  Makers. •••••     24 

140S 

Manufacturers  (avppoied  to  be 

Cotton) M*.»itf sa 
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It  appeara  by  the  retaroa  from  the  nc- 
UopoU«,  that  the  children  boun4  tQ  ma- 
Qutacti^rert  ia  the  country  have  generally 
bt?en  apprei^ticed  on  the  tame  day»  in 
numbers  oC  from  five  or  aix  to  forty  or 
fifty.  They  have  not  unfrequently  been 
uken  back  to  their  parents,  and  some- 
times after  having  been  bound,  have  been 
as^goed  to  another  roaster.  In  the  parish 
of  Bermondsey*  out  of  twenty -five  ap- 
prenticed to  mannfacturers^  sixteen,  it  is 
aaidy  did  not  go,  but  no  rc^ason  is  given 
for  it ;  and  in  several  instances,  after  the 
children  have  been  taken  into  the  country, 
they  have  baeu  returned  to  the  parish,  in 
consequence  of  the  surgeon  having  pro- 
nounced them  unsound.  It  appears  also, 
that  of  the  whole  number  of  parish  ap- 
prentices included  in  the  above  returns, 
no  less  ^  proportion  than  thre»-foaribs 
hava  been  bound  to  masters  connected 
with  the  cotton  manufacture*  ■  Most  of 
the  remarks,  therefore,  which  they  con- 
ceive it  their  duty  to  make,  will  be  more 
directly  applicable  to  that  branch  of  em- 
ployment; though  many  of  their  general 
observations,  aa  to  the  impolicy  of  re- 
moving childfen  to  a  considerable  distance 
from  their  parents,  as  well  as  from  those 
whose  duty  it  ia  to  see  that  thej  are  pro- 
perly takeo  care  of  and  treated,  ace 
equally  applicable  to  all  professions. 

In  considering  this  subject,  il  ia  neceS'- 
sary  to  advert  more  particularly  to  the 
caufMs  and  circujaastances  attending  the 
original  appointment  of  a  committee.  A 
Bill  having  beeo  brought  into  the  House 
four  aemiona  ago,  at  the  desire.and  under 
the  direction  of  one  of  the  most  populous 
fnanofacturing  dislricia  of  this  kingdom, 
the  professed  object  of  which  was  to  pro- 
hibit the  binding  of  parish  apprentices  to 
above  a  certain  distance  from  the  abode 
of  their  pareota,  and  making  other  regu- 
lations ia  the  management  of  them,  aome 
of  the  parishes  of  the  metropolis  menaced 
an  opposition  lo  the  Bill,  as  taking  from 
them  the  means  of  diaposing  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  poor  belonging  to  them,  in  the 
manner  in  which  ikey  had  before  been 
accoslomed  to  do.  It  was  therefore 
jodged  expedient  to  ascertain  the  extent 
of  the  practice  which  had  prevailed^  in 
order  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  oeocasity 
of  cominoing  it ;  and  with  that  view,  as 
well  as  for  cbe  reaaooa  before  meatiooed, 
Ihese  ceUtma  weiie  ealled  fov.  There  was 
elao  anotheir  reeaon  for  cocifining  the  re* 
liirn%  10  the  metrnpolis  and  iia  vicinity, 
eiihriiir  9(»  tht  feciiilai  vhioia  the  fe- 


giators  kept  aa  i^ve  mentioned,  '«0erded 
tor  that  purpose. 

In  the  populous  di^tFicta  of  England, 
whether  that  population  is   caused    by 
manofaqturers  or  by  other  employments^ 
the  same  causes  which  pio4Qce  it  provide 
support  for  the  inhabitante  of  all  ages,  by 
various  occupations  adapted  to  tbeirmeana. 
Thus  in  manufoctnring  districts,  the  chiU 
dfen  are  early  taught  to  gain  their  sub** 
sistence  by  the  different  branches  of  those 
manufactures.   In  districts  where  collieriea 
or  other  mines  abound,  they  are  acces* 
tomed  almost  from  their  infancy  to  em* 
ploymenta.  under  ground,  which  tend  to 
train  and  inure  them  to  the  occupation  of 
their  ancestors :   but  in  London  the  lower 
class  of  the  population  is  not  of  that  na« 
ture,  hot  is  composed  of  many  diffiurenl 
descriptions,  consisting  of  servants  in  and 
out  of  place,  tradeameo,  artiaana,  laboarera, 
widows,  and  beggars,  who  being  frequent- 
ly  destitute  of  tlie  means  of  providing  for 
themselves,  are  dependent  on  their  pa^ 
riabes  for  relief,  which  is  seldom  bealowed 
without  the  parish  claiming  the  exclusive 
right  of  disposing,  at  their  pleuare,  of  aU 
the  children  of  the  person  receiviog  re^ 
lief.    The  system  of  apprenticeship  ia 
therefore  resorted  to  of  necessity,  and 
with  a  view  of  getting  rid  of  the  burthen 
of  sopposting  so  many  individoab ;  and 
aa  it  is  probably  carried  to  a  greater  ex« 
tent  there  than  any  where  else,  for  the 
reasons  here  stated,  your  Committee  baa 
been  enabled  to  form  an  opinion,  wiiihooa 
the  neceaaitv  of  referring  to  any  other 
part  of  the  kingdom,  whether  it  could  be 
diacontinued,  without  taking  away  from 
the  pariahea  the  meana  of  diaposing^  of 
their  poor  children.     It  certainly  doea 
appear  to  your  Committee,  that  this  por- 
pose  might  be  attained,  without  the  vie* 
latioQ  of  humanity,  in  separating  children 
forcibly,  and  conveying  them  to  a  dis* 
tance  from  their  parents,  whether  those 
parents    be    deserving   or    undeserving. 
The  pecntiar  circumstances  of  the  me« 
tropolis,  already  alluded  to,  may  at  fint 
seem  to  furnish  an  argument  in  favour  of 
a  continuance  of  this  practice ;  but  it  csm 
hardly  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  that  apprea^ 
tices,  to  the  number   of   two  hundred, 
which  is  the  yearly  number  bound  on  the 
average  of  ten  years  before  mentioned^ 
might,  with    the   moat   trifling  possible 
exertion  on  the  part  of  the  parish  officers, 
he  annually  bound  to  tradea.and  domestie 
employmentfl,  within  such  a  distance  a^ 
to  adiaii  of  o^caaiooal  iatercooiae  vritk  » 
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panBOt»  and  (what  ii  perhaps  of  more 
consequence)  the  superintendence  of  the 
•Ificers  of  the  parifh  by  which  they  were 
bound.  That  this  is  not  attended  with 
much  difficulty  seems  evident,  from  the 
fact  that  many  parishes  have  never  fol- 
lowed the  practice  of  binding  their  poor 
children  to  a  distance,  though  quite  as 
nomeroos  as  those  in  which  this  practice 
has  prevailed;  and  that  some  parishes 
which  had  begun  it,  have  long  discon- 
tinued it* 

In  making  these  -observations,  your 
Committee  beg  to  be  understood  as  not  • 
extending  them  to  the  sea  service,  in  fa- 
vour of  which  they  make  a  special  reser* 
vation,  on  account  of  considerations  of 
the  highest  political  importance  conn-ected 
with  the  maritime  interesto  of  the  country. 
They  therefore  carefully  abstain  from  re- 
commending any  interference  with  the 
law  as  it  now  stands,  which  admit  of 
binding  parish  apprentices  to  the  King's  or 
melrchants'  naval  service. 

The  system  of  binding  parish  appren- 
tices, in  the  manner  in  which  they  are. 
nsoaliy  bound,  to  a  distance  from  their 
parents  and  relations,  and  from  those 
parish  officers  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend 
to  their  moral  and  physical  state,  is  in- 
deed highly  objectionable;  but  the  de- 
tails and  the  consequences  are  very  little 
known,  except  to  those  persons  to  whom 
profeaiional  employment,  local  situation, 
or  accident,  may  have  aftbrded  the  means 
of' inquiry  and  information  on  the  subject. 
There  are,  without  doubt,  instances  of 
masters,  who  in  some  degree  compensate 
to  children  for  the  estrangement  which 
frequently  takes  place  at  a  very  early  age 
from  their  parents,  and  from  the  nurses 
and  women  to  whom  they  are  accustomed 
in  the  Workhouses  of  London,  and  who 
pay  due  and  proper  attention  to  the  health, 
education,  and  moral  and  religious  conduct 
of  their  apprentices ;  but  these  exceptions 
to  the  too  general  role,  by  no  means  shake 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee  as  to  the 
general  impolicy  of  8ucb  a  system. 

The  consideration  of  the  inconvenience 
and  expense  brought  on  parishes,  by  bind- 
ing apprentices  from  a  distance,  is  of  no 
weight,  when  compared  with  the  more 
important  one  of  the  inhumanity  of  the 
practice :  but  it  most  not  be  kept  out  of 
sight,  that  the  magistrates  of  the  WoSt 
Siding  of  Yoskshire,  or  of  Lancashire, 
who  are  of  all  others  the  most  conversant 
with  the  subject,  may  in  vain  pass  re^io* 
lotloos,  ai  they  have  done,  declaring  the 
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impolicy  of  binding  parish  apprentices  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  are  usually 
bound,  and  attempting  to  make  regulations 
with  a  view  to  their  better  treatment,  if 
these  wholesome  regulations  can  be  en- 
tirely done  away  by  the  act  of  two  ma- 
gistrates for  Middlesex  or  Surre}^  who 
can,  without  any  notice  or  previous  inti- 
mation, defeat  these  humane  objects,  by 
binding  scores  or  even  hundreds  of  chil- 
dren to  manufacturers  in  a  distant  county, 
and  thus  increase  the  very  evil  which  it 
has  been  endeavoured  to  check  or  prevent. 
Indeed  in  so  slovenly  and  careless  a  man- 
ner is  tbi^  duty  frequently  performed,  and 
with  so  little  attention  to  the  future  con- 
dition of  the  children  bound,  that  in  fre- 
quent instances  the  magistrates  have  pot 
their  signatures^to  indentures  not  executed 
by  the  parties.  Two  of  these  indentures 
hav^  been  submitted  to  the  inspection  of 
your  Committee,  purporting  to  bind  a  boy 
and  a  girl  from  a  parish  in  Soothwark  to 
a' cotton  manufacturer  in  Lancashire;  and 
though  signed  by  two  justices  for  the 
county  of  Surrey,  neither  klated  nor  exe- 
cuted by  the  parish  officers,  nor  by  the 
master  to  whom  the  children  were  bound. 
Under  these  indentures,  however,  they 
served  ;  and  on  the  failure  of  their  master, 
about  two  years  after  this  binding  was 
supposed  to  have  taken  place,  these  poor 
children,  with  some  hundreds  mo.re,  were 
turned  adrift  on  the  world,  one  of  them 
being  at  the  age  of  nine,  and  the  other  of 
ten  years. 

It  is  obvious  that  these  considerations 
apply  equally  to  the  assignment  of  parish 
apprentices  as  to  their  original  binding, 
and  therefore  the  restriction  of  distance, 
proposed  in  the  latter  case,  should  be  ex« 
tended  to  all  parish  apprentices,  who 
during  the  term  of  their  apprenticeship 
are  assigned  to  another  master ;  nor  should 
any  master  have  power  to  remove  his  ap- 
prentice beyond  the  limited  distance,  as 
such  power  would  have  a  direct  and  im- 
mediate tendency  to  defeat  the  object  of 
these  regulations. 

Your  Committee  forbear  to  enter  into 
many  details  connected  with  the  subject  of 
apprenticeship  of  the  poor,  which,  though 
in  the  highest  degree  interesting  and  wor« 
thy  of  the  attention  of  the  House,  are  yet 
in  some  measure  foreign  to  the  immediate 
object  of  their  inquiry.  They  cannot, 
however,  avoid  mentioning  the  very  early 
age  at  which  many  of  these  children  are 
boond  apprentices.  The  evils  of  the  sys- 
tem of  thcit  distant  ramoTalsj  at  all  timta 
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Mvere,  and  aggrtTattng  the  miseriet  of 
poverty*  are  yet  felt  more  acutely  and 
with  a  greater  degree  of  aggra? ation>  io 
the  case  of  children  of  tiz  or  seven  years 
of  age*  who  are  removed  from  the  care  of 
their  parents  and  relations  at  that  tender 
time  of  life ;  and  are  in  many  cases  pre- 
maturely  subjected  to  a  laborious  emplojr- 
ment»  frequently  very  injurious  to  their 
health*  and  generally  highly  so  to  their 
morals*  and  from  which  they  cannot  hope 
to  be  set  free  under  a  period  of  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years,  as,  with  the  exception  of  two 
parishes  only  in  the  metropolis,  they  in- 
variably are  bound  to  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  y^urs. 

Without  entering  more  at  large  into  the 
inquiry*  your  Committee  submit*  That 
enough  has  been  shown  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  practicability  of 
finding  employment  for  parish  appren- 
tices* within  a  certain  distance  from  their 
own  homes*  without  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing recourse  to  a  practice  so  much  at 
variance  with  humanity. 

The  said  Report  was  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Pbtition  from  thb  BaiTisB  Inhah- 
TANTs  OF  RoTTBaoAM.]  The  following 
Petition  from  the  British  Inhabitants  of 
Rotterdam ;  praying  for  pecuniary  Aid  to 
repair  and  reinstate  the  English  Eipiscopal 
Church  there ;  was  laid  before  the  House* 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

"To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  his  Majesty's  Treasury. 
The  humble  Petition  of  the  under- 
signed British  Inhabitants  of  Rot- 
terdam* and  Members  of  the  £sta* 
btished  t^hurch  of  England* 

"  Shewetb* 

<'  That  your  petitioners  having,  until 
the  year  ITdi^  enjoyed  the  free  use  and 
comfort  of  their  religion*  were*  most  of 
them*  from  the  ijivasion  of  this  country 
by  the  French  armies*  obliged  to  quit  it, 
together  with  their  clergyman*  at  that 
period : 

"  That  their  Church  is  a  handsome  de- 
tached brick  building*  and  was  erected  in 
1706  and  1707*  by  means  of  the  liberal 
contribution  of  her  majesty  queen  Anne 
of  glorious  memory*  his  grace  the  duke  of 
Marlborough*  and  the  officers  and  privates 
of  her  majesty's  army  and  navy ;  to  which 
were  added  mbscriptions  from  the  two 
Universitiea  of  England*  dignified  and 
other  clergy  aa  well  u  nobilityt  and  to- 
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dtvidnals*  by  which  means  the  present 
building  was  erected  at  an  expense  of 
nearly  12,000/.  sterling: 

«*  That  during  the  years  of  trouble  and 
desolation  which  followed  the  Frtnch  in- 
vasion*  this  building  became  seized  by 
that  government,  and  suffered  the  greatest 
abuses*  by  being  converted  into  an  hos« 
pital*  and  afterwards  a  storehouse : 

That  during  the  interval  of  peace  in 
1802*  the  period  was  too  short  to  reinstata 
the  building*  and  m^ke  it  fit  for  resuming 
Divine  Service ;  the  war  soon  broke  out* 
the  church  was  again  seized  by  the  French^ 
and  threatened  to  be  confiscated  aa  a. na- 
tional domain  belonging  to  Brititb  sub- 
jects* which  however  was  with  difficulty 
resisted  by  some  of  your  petitioners*  bnt 
who  could  not  prevent  the  French  goTern- 
ment  from  appropriating  it  to  the  service, 
of  the  marine*  who  cut  down  the  oak 
pews*  destroyed  the  organ*  took  op  the 
pavement*  broke  all  the  windows  and 
ceiling*  while  the  roof,  gutters,  timbers, 
and  principal  parts  of  the  outside  of  the 
church  were  year  after  year  sufiered  to  ge 
to  decay,  for  want  of  the  nccessarv  repairs; 
which  your  petitioners  had  not  the  meana 
or  power  to  prevent : 

"  The  glorious  successes  of  Great  Bri« 
tain  and  her  Allies*  having  among  other 
nations  happily  delivered  this  country 
from  foreign  oppression*  and  restored  to , 
it  its  former  free  and  protective  Govern- 
ment: your  petitioners*  anxious  to  be 
enabled  again  to  assemble  the mse1ve%  to- 
gether in  the  worship  of  the  Church  of 
England*  roost  humbly  approach  your 
lordahips*  praying  that  they  will  be 
pleased  to  grant  them  the  necessary  pecu- 
niary^aid  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an 
object  for  the  benefit  of  themselves  and 
their  children*  as  well  as  the  numerous 
class  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  constantly 
employed  in  the  shipping  trade  between 
Great  Britain  and  this  Country : 

"  Your  petitioners  beg  humbly  to  state* 
that  according  to  an  accurate  survey  made 
by  the  government  architect  of  this  de« 
partment  of  Holland*  be  has  reported  that 
It  will  take  the  sum  of  4,500/.  sterling*  to 
put  the  Episcopal  Church  in  complete 
repair,  and  reinstate  the  same  as  it  waa 
heretofore  fit  for  the  performance  of  Di- 
vine Service*  the  brick-work  add  outside 
shell  of  the  building  being  still  in  good 
order. 

'*  Your  petitioners  are  under  the  oe- 
cessity  of  suting  to  year  lordships*  their 
utter  inability  to  xaiae  the  lom^  or  any 
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part  of  it,  and  your  petitioners  will  sti^i 
have  to  provide  the  necessary  funds  for 
the  annual   stipend  of  their  clergyman. 


P.  Bed^et,  Catherine  Bsstre,  Alma  Mary 
Johtislton,  J*m^fi^nry  Turin ;  ybi- George 
R^x  Ctirtis.  and  Margaret  Jackson,  James 
Hten'ry  Torhi;  Jt)ton  Turi^,  Edmund  Mil- 
chef  I,  J.  Jones,  James  Smith,  Robert  T«vtss» 
Getjrge  Oraufard,  Wttt.  Coilirtg«,  Thomas 
Maingy^,  Shad*  Jones,  Jamw  Martin,  Jdhh 
Locke,  Mary  Lloyd,  Dharle*  Ley,  Adah 
Vatdy,  Jawe  'Gibston^  Mary  Ann  P^get,  C. 
R.  Hake.  C.  Cf sM»,  J4hn  Fetguson,  Widot^ 
A.  Hill,  Wm.Bttiith,  Jdftn Dixon, Thomas 
Aikiftson.'* 


whose  appointment  is  with  the  right  rev. 
lord  bi^kop  of  London,  akid  ^hose  fixed 
pay  from  the  Crown  is  only  net  abotit 
8Sl.  sterling  a  year.  Your  petitioniKirs 
honlbfy  hope  your  lordship^  will  graci* 
ousTy  take  their  case  into  consideratiot) ; 
and,  as  in  duty  bound,  they  will  ever 
pray,  &c. 

*'  Roticrdam,Jia\y,  ISH. 
"  (Signed)  James  Le  Marchant,  jun.  6. 

Account  aESPscriNC  thb  MANAOXMBNt  op  the  I'oblic  Debt.]    The  following 
Account  was  laid  on  the  table  of  the  House  :— 

An  Account  of  the  AiBOunt  charged  by  the  'fiatnk  of  England,  against  the  PttbKtv  for 
the  Management  of  the  Public  Debt,  inc4tfding  the  Cha«y«  fbr  Cdniribotrohs  on 
Loans  and  Lotteries,  in  the  Years  179^,  <I798 ;  1815  aAd  1814;  96t  ettc^  Y«ar 
respectively ;  stating  the  Rate  of  Cbzftge  m  the  AttMttt  of  ihft  Navi'ohal  Debt,  and 
on  Contributions  on  Loans  Bhid  Lotteries ;  and  the  whtfle  Amtimit  of  atfch  Char^ 
under  each  head  respectively. 

CiARGi  for  MaoafemeDt  of  the  Public  Debt,  from  5th  Jnty  179^1  folfth        X.      t.    tf.        £,      i.    d 
July  1792,  at  the  rate  of  ^.450  per  Million  on  the  AahNifit  tf  tte 
National  Debt 98,80$  IB    5 

•..Do...  fer  raoeiTinf  Contribatioiis  on  tba  Lottery^  for  the  Service  6f 
the  Year  179t ~ 1,000    0    0 


CaAiCB  fc^  Management  of  the  Pablic  Debt,  from  Ibe  5tb  July  1792 
to  the  5th  July  1793,  at  the  rate  of  ^.450  per  MHIdn  on  tlA 
Amount  of  the  National  Debt 98,273  19    9 

•••Do...fior  receiving  Contributions  on  the  Loan  for  the  Service  of  the 
Year  l'(93,  at  the  rateof«f.805  15  10  per  Million  3.626    1    3 

...Do Do on  the  Lottery Do l.Odd    0    0 

•"  ■  • 

QsAaot  for  Manafementof  the  Pablic  Debt, Ibr  one  Yter  ^rldina  5th 
April  1814,  at  the  Rate  of  ^.340  per  Million  on  X.600,000,000 
of  the  National  Debt,  and  at  the  rate  of  if  .300  ^  Million  on  the 
Remainder ^ 917,665    9      ( 

...Do Do.«>...of  Life  Annuities  fUr  Do at  the  rate  of  ^.340 

p«t  Million  on  the  amount  of  Stock  tmntferred  678  13    3 

...Do... for  receiving  Contributions  on  the  Loan  fdk-  the  Service  of  the 
Year  1813,  at  the  rate  of  df.800  per  Million  91,600  0 

...Dc.for Do on  Debentures Do Do.... *.«..        ^39    8    9 

•..Do...for Do on  Sis  Lotteries  ^De...  at  tUe  rate  of  .f  .1,000 

for  each  Contract 3,000    0    0 

> 


99,803  n    if 


102,980    0    9 


'^  243,583  11    7| 
OiAios  for  Management  of  the  Public  Debt,  fer  one  Year  ending  the 

5th  April  1815,  at  the  rate  of  ^.340  per  ITillion  On  jf.600,000,000 

of  the  National  Debt,  and  at  the  rate  of  ^.300  per  Million  on  the 

Remainder 241,971     4    2} 

•.•Db...Do of  Life  Annnitief,  fer  Do at  the  rate  of  ir.S40  per 

Millioa  on  the  Amount  of  Stock  transferred 798    3    1 

••.Do.«.fbr  rcceiying  Contribntionson  the  Fint  Loan,  fer  the  Senrice  of 

the  Year  1814,  at  the  Rate  of  ^.800  p«r  MUlion 17,600    0    0 

•••Do Do on  the  Second  Loan,  for Do ....Do  19,198  19    2 

•..Do Do on  Four  Lotteries, for Do at  the  rate 

if  ^,000 fer  each  Contract «,000    0    0 

■  ■         ■  281,568    6  t1( 

^.727,855  U     54 
RECAPITULATION :  '  ""  '    '  * 

fhaVotal  Amonal  of  Charge  of  Maoagemeoft ......'. ^^.6^8,191  9  S| 

Do for  racdting  Cootributions  oa  Losa*^ 6^,025  0  5 

t>o Do oo'Debematidli  *699  8  9 

•M«, ."Do.*.* .....i ••••OOm.m .'te  Lotoeiib...        "7,060  «  0 

•i.727,855H     5^ 
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flOUBB  OF  LORDS. 

Wednesday,  April  12. 


EsCAPft  or  BUONAPAITS    FROM    ElBA.] 

The  Marquis  IVeUetiey  rote,  puraoaot  to 
iKHlce,  lo  call  tho  aitentioQ  of  the  House 
to  ibe  Treaty  entered  ioio  with  Baonar 
parte  at  the  conclnsion  of  the  late 
war.  Notwiihstandiagt  be  said»  the  com- 
naodiog  sitoatioo  which  we  occupied 
at  the  close  of  that  war,  and  not  wit  h- 
atandioK  the  glorious  achiefements  which 
Ive  had  perioraied  in  the  course  of  it,  a 
work  if  not  to  glorious,  yet  still  more 
important,  remained  to  be  accomplished, 
namely,  to  provide  for  the  complete  and 
permanent  exclusion  from  power  of  that 
person  who  had  so  long  continued  to  dis- 
turb, or  he  might  say,  to  desolate  the 
world*  With  respect  to  the  characUr  of 
that  person,  he  had  on  both  sides  of  the 
House  expressed,  as  he-  entertained,  one 
uniform  opinion.  He  had  ever  considered 
that  person  as  the  main  spring  of  the  system 
which  it  wat  peculiarly  the  doty  and  the 
interest  of  this  country  to  resist;  but 
although  be  had  so  regarded  that  person, 
eUhoogh  he  had  viewed  in  him  the 
^ost  active  and  efficient  advocate  or- 
kader  of  that  system  which  the  French 
Bevolution  had  produced,  still  he  had 
never  ceased  to  think  that  person  most 
likely  to  expose  this  very  system  to  de- 
struction, provided  there  was  snfficient 
concert  among  the  Powers  of  Europe  to 
avail  themselves  of  his  errors*  So  that 
from  the  character  of  that  very  person, 
who  was  the  champion  of  this  perilous 
system,  he  was  led  to  calculate  upon  its 
dissolution,  provided  the  other  Powers 
were  in  a  state  lo  lake  advantage  of  the 
circonstanees  which  hia  indiscretion  was 
likely  to  create.  Such  were  the  general 
principles  which  prevailed  in  his  mind, 
and  he  must  suppose  thai  such  was  the 
imprewioQ  of  the  noble  lords  on  the  minis- 
terial bench;  for  they  always  declared 
that  they  considered  the  person  alluded 
to  as  the  main,  if  <iot  the  sole,  spring  of 
the  system  against  which  this  country 
bad  waged  war,  and  of  course,  according 
to  their  sentissent,  the  permanent  exclusion 
of  that  person  from  power  was  a  most 
important  object  to  this  country  and  to  the 
world.  Under  these  circumstances,  then, 
he  eoold  scarcely  apprehend  any  contro- 
versy upon  this  proposition  ^ihat  the  two 
first  objects  for  consideration,  when  the 
Allies  were  in  poasession  of  Paris  and  of 
France,  weee,  first,  the  escleaion  of  the 
(VOL.  XXX.) 


person  referred  to  from  pOwer^  and  se- 
condly, the  provision  of  adequate  means 
against  his  return  to  power,  in  order  to 
avert  the  resurrection  of  that  mischief 
which  had  so  long  agitated  and  afflicted 
mankind.  On  the  propriety  of  guarding 
against  such  peril,  he  calculated  upon  the 
concurrence  and  sanction  of  the  noble  eari 
(Liverpool) ;  yet  what  was  the  conduct  of 
our  minister  upon  the  occasion  alluded  tof 
On  that  occasion,  he  contended,  it  was 
the  duty  of  our  Government  to  take  the 
lead.  Inasmuch  as  it  had  taken  such  a 
distinguished  lead  in  carrying  on  the  war, 
and  in  bringing  it  to  such  a  glorious  ter^ 
mination,  it  became  the  province  of  this 
country  to  take  a  transcendent  part  in  the 
transaction  upon  which  he  was  aboiit 
to  animadvert.  Our  Government,  then, 
should  not  have  shrunk  from  its  duty ;  and 
it  had  a  snost  important  duty  to  perform—- 
not  a  duty,  perhaps,  so  much  covered  w;ith 
laurels,  but  one  certainly  as  important  to 
the  happiness  of  mankind,  and  to  the  in* 
terests  of  this  country,  as  any  that  could 
be  imagined;  for  it  then  remained  to 
arrange  how  the  world  was  to  be  protected 
from  the  return  of  that  calamity  to  which 
it  had  been  so  long  subjected*  Aft^r  all 
the  sufferings  and  endurances  which  this 
country  had  undergone— after  greater 
sofierings,  perhaps,  than  any  nation  in  the 
history  of  the  world  had  ever  experienced 
^^after  we  had  so  nobly  and  gloriously 
struggled,  our  minister  was  bound  to  take, 
nay,  bound  to  insist  upon  a  lead  in  the 
transaction  that  was  completely  to  termi- 
nate the  confiict,  by  putting  an  end  for 
ever  to  the  power  of  that  person  who  was 
its  principal  cause  and  support.  But  this 
duty  was  neglected,  and  the  opportunity 
was  lost  or  rendering  a  roost  material 
service  to  Europe  and  to  this  country. 
Ministers,  however,  offered  some  excuse 
for  their  conduct.  In  declining  to  do  that 
which  ought  to  have  been  done,  and  from 
which  no  rational  or  firm  statesman  would 
hate  shrunk:— bot  this  excuse  was  really 
such,  that  he  should  have  thought  it  a  libel 
upon  ninislers  to  advance  that  which  was 
gravely  slated  in  the  Papers  upon  the 
table.  In  these  Papers  it  was  alleged, 
truly,  that  another  Power  had  entered  into 
an  engagement  before  oor  minister  came  up, 
that  is,  a  day  or  two  before  onr  ministei^s 
arrival  at  Paris ;  and  nothing,  therefore, 
remained  for  onr  minister,  bot'to  accede 
to  thai  engagement,  or  to  continue  the 
war,  and  to  involve  Frapco'in  cenrolsfon. 
Such  was  the  allegation :  ot  excuse,  and  li^ 
(2N) 
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declared  that  he  skoold  have  been  ashamed  I  line  of   conduct   adopted?    When    the 


to  prefer  that  as  an  accusation  against 
these  ministersi  which  they  thenkseWes 
stated  as  a  defence  for  their  conduct.  He 
would  ask,  whether  there  could  not,  and 
whether  there  should  not  have  been  some 
general  concert  among  the  Allies,  as  to 
the  course  to  be  pursued  upon  the  proba- 
bility  of  such  an  event,  or  something 
nearly  similar  ?  What,  in  fact,  was  ad- 
vanced by  ministers  as  an  excuse,  formed 
an  aggravation  of  their  misconduct.  For, 
from  the  reduced  power,  from  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  Buonaparl^,  there  was 
every  reason  to  calculate  that  he  was 
likely  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Allies. 
Yet  such  a  result  never  appears  to  have 
been  contemplated,  and  therefore  no  pro- 
vision was  made  for  it.  His  belief  was, 
that  in  point  of  fact  the  success  which  had 
occurred  was  never  anticipated,  or  at  least 
to  the  extent  to  which  it  took  place.  But 
evep  ordinary  statesmen,  much  less  states- 
men in  any  degree  capable  of  managing 
the  great  transaction  to  which  he  referred, 
ought  to  have  foreseen  .and '  provided  for 
such  a  result.  For  himself,  he  was  ready 
to  declare  that  he  had  always  looked  for, 
nay,  that  be  had  always  felt  confident  of 


the  mind,  abject  and  wretched  the  intellect 
of  those  who  never  contemplated  the  suc- 
cess of  that  principle  which  they  had  so 
long  struggled  to  attain,  and  always  de- 
dared  attainable,  while  they  made  no 
concert  whatever  with  their  allies  in  the 
event  of  that  success— while  they  arran|;ed 
no  ultimate  provision  for  the  great  object 
of  their  struggle. 

Hence,  when  the  success  took  place,  all 
was  hurry  and  confusion— -there  was  no 
time  for  deliberation,  and  there  being  no 
.previous  arrangement,  the  opportunity  was 
lost  of  securing  to  this  country  and  the 
world  the  great  benetfis  of  the  just  fruits 
of  victory.  Thus,  from  improvidence,  an 
engagement  was  entered  into  the  most 
jdangerous  and  the  most  disgraceful  this 
country  had  ever  concluded.     To  this  en- 

Sa^ement,  therefore,  he  contended,  that 
lis  country  ought  never  to  have  acceded. 
The  first  point  he  maintained  was,  that 
.  our  ministers  should  have  been,  by  con- 
cert with  the  Allies,  prepared  for  the 
event  of  the  war;  and  the  second,  that  it 
,  was  the  duty  of  thu  country  on  that  event 
to  take  a  lead  with  a  view  to  provide  for 
the  gratification  of  all  our  hopes,  by 
guarding  against  the  possible  revival  of 
Bttonapartfe^  power.    But  what  wm  the 


Allies  were  in  possession  of  Paris,  they 
declared  they  would  not  treat  with  that 
person.  The  doctrine  was,  indeed,  gene- 
rally promulgated,  and  particularly  bv 
ministers,  that  no  treaty  was  held  .bind- 
ing by  that  man«-that  there  was  no  secu- 
rity whatever  for  his  observance  of  any 
obligation;  yet,  jn  the  instance  under 
consideration,  a  treaty  was  concluded 
with  that  person,  for  the  observance  of 
which  there  was  no  security  whatever  but 
his  own.  Such  was  the  faith  reposed  in 
him,  who  was  said  to  be  utterly  incapable 
of  any  faith;  and  this  faith,  too,  was 
reposed  on  a  point  of  the  utmost  import- 
'ance  to  France,  to  Europe,  and  to  the 
world.  Yet  for  the  accession  of  our. 
minister  to  such  an  extraordinary  pro- 
ceeding the  main  excuse  advanced  is  the 
previous  acquiescence  of  another  Power^ 
and  this  is  the  apology  for  relying  upon 
the  promise  of  a  man  whose  ftiith  would 
not  be  relied  upon  in  any  other  transac- 
tion whatever.  Our  minister  stated,  that 
be  truly  had  an  objection  to  the  provi* 
jions  of  the  Treaty  with  Buonapart^;  but 
that  his  objection  was  over-ruled,  not  only 
by   the  previous  engagement  of  Russia^ 


complete  success.    But  miserable  must  be .  but  by  a  consideration  of  the  internal  state 


and  general  condition  of  France.  To  thia 
statement  he  should  only  say,  that  the 
plea  of  this  minister  furnished  a  proof  of 
the  want  of  that  due  precaution  and  fore* 
sight  to  which  he  had  already  referred  ; 
while  he  had  no  hesitation  in  asserting, 
that  it  completely  proved  the  general  in- 
capacity of  ministers ;  and  this  was  the 
answer  he  would  give  to  the  noble  earl's 
contemptuous  mode  of  expressing  bioHeir. 
[Hear,  hear !  on  the  Opposition  benches.] 
He  repeated,  that  ministers  manifested  a 
total  want  of  providence  and  foresight. 
But  they  were  not,  in  fact,  by  any  means 
prepared  for  the  result  which  placed  Buo- 
naparte in  their  power;  and  it  was  known, 
that  if  it  were  not  for  the  infatuation  of 
that  person,  which  betrayed  him  into  false 
movements,  such  an  event  misht  not  hav« 
taken  place.  Of  this,  indeed,  he  was  as- 
sured by  competent  observers,  who  were 
with  the  army  at  the  time,  and  whose 
evidence  he  was  ready  to  adduce  at  the 
bar.  But  yet  he  was  prepared  to  contend, 
that  Buonaparte  was  not,  under  any  view, 
in  such  a  situation  as  to  command  such 
terms  as  the  Treaty  under  consideration 
contained— such  as,  he  maintained,  were 
inconsistent  with  our  security  and  that  of 
Europe.    Admitting,  howerer,  the  capa% 
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bilitjr  9f  BoonapBit^  to  cdntinoe  tbe  con* 
test,  ttiU  looking  to  the  resolt  and  the 
importance  of  the  object  in  Tiew,  h^  could 
not  accede  to  this  Treaty — for  in  pursuit 
of  Mich  an  object,  no  consideration  of  pre- 
aent  risk  or  immediate  disad?antage  should 
have  indoced  him  to  overlook  contingent 
diflUcolties  or  probable  dangers.  This, 
indeed,  was  the  principle  which  had 
gOTemed  that  House  throoghoat  the  pro- 
secution of  the  war;  for  their  lordships 
had  never  allowed  any  iriew  of  present 
risks  or  immediate  disadvantages  to  with- 
draw them  from  the  pursuit  of  that  which 
was  necessary  to  the  ultimate  security  and 
permanent  tranquillity  of  this  country  and 
the  world.  But  be  was  prepared  to  con- 
tend, that  the  relative  situation  of  the 
Allies  and  Buonapan^  was  not  such  as  to 
render  it  tn  any  degree  necessary  to 
comply  with  the  inconsistent  demands  of 
that  person :  the  Allies  were,  at  tbe  time 
this  objectionable  Treaty  was  concluded, 
in  possession  of  140,000  troops  in  the 
Ticinity  of  Paris,  and  30,000  cavalry  were 
close  upon  Buonaparte's  position ;  while 
that  person  commanded  only  20,000  men, 
as  it  was  said,  but  at  the  utmost  calcula- 
tion not  more  than  30,000.  We  had  also 
a  large  army  in  the  south  of  France, 
under  tbe  command  of  an  officer  whose 
military  merit  was  the  least  distinguished 
part  of  his  distinguished  character ;  for 
his  probity  and  magnanimity  universally 
conciliated  the  esteem  and  admiration,  not 
only  of  his  army,  but  of  tbe  people  whom 
he  had  subjected.  Never,  probably,  in 
the  history  of  the  world  bad  any  general 
been  so  much  adored  by  the  people  whom 
1m  had  conquered ;  nay,  perhaps,  he  might 
say,  never  had  any  prince  been  so  much 
esteemed  by  tbe  people  Whom  he  govern- 
ed, as  that  gisneral  notoriously  was  by  the 
people  in  the  South  of  France.  Was  this 
a  situation,  then,  in  which  we  could  be 
rationally  supposed  under  the  necessity  of 
concluding  any  terms  inconsistent  with 
our  safety  ?  Was  this  a  state  of  things  in 
which  we  had  any  risks  to  look  to,  that 
should  withdraw  us  from  the  punuit  of 
any  object  essential  to  that  safety  ?  Yes, 
he  would  repeat  these  questions,  when 
oTon  to-morrow  we  might  hear  of  a  decla^ 
ration  of  war.  Notwithstanding  the  con- 
temptuous sneer  of  tbe  noble  earl  (Lirer- 
pool)  he  contended,  that  no  dome  of  risk 
existed,  or  could  be  contemplated,  thai 
should  induce  our  accession  to  the  terms 
4>f  the  treaty  on  tbe  table;  that,  on  the 
ponitwry,  with  the  Allies  in  possession  of 


Paris,  and  our  army  in  the  south  of  France, 
we  were  armed  with  means  amply  sufficient 
to  ensure  our  ultimatif  triumph,  and  com* 
pletely  to  secure  tbe  object  in  view— that 
in  fact  we  were  in  possession  of  advan- 
tages extremely  difficolt,  perhaps  never 
likely,  to  be  regained.  Such,  then,  was 
our  condition ;  and  yet  we  consented  to 
treat  with  Buonaparte  as  an  independent 
sovereign,  and  really  granted  him  such 
terms  as  one  independent  soToreign  mighl 
be  supposed  to  obtain  from  another  with 
whom  he  was.  nearly  on  equal  terms ;  the 
act  of  abdication  being,  in  fact,  a  part  of 
the  terms  or  conditions  of  the  Trea^ty. 
^  The  noUe  marquis  repeated  his  posi- 
tions, first,  that  this  Treaty  was  contrary  to 
policy ;  secondly,  that  it  was  unnecessary 
to  conclude  it ;  and  thirdly,  that  no  due 
measures  of  precaution  were  taken  to 
enforce  its  performance,  But  tbe  whole 
proceeding  was,  according  to  his  judg- 
ment, radically  wrong ;  and  as  to  gene- 
rosity, which  had  been  very  loftily  spoken 
of  in  this  transaction,  it  was  quite  a 
mockery  to  pretend  that  any  considera- 
tion of  generosity  influenced  the  Treaty. 
There  was,  in  fact,  no  generosity,  justice, 
or  policy,  belonging  to  its  character.  He 
would  have  granted  a  handsome,  nay  a 
noble  provision  to  Buonaparte ;  but  he 
would  baye  taken  care  to  make  due  provi- 
sion against  bis  return  to  power.  There. 
was  not,  however,  one  word  in  the  Treaty 
on  this  point.  No ;  this  most  material  oh* 
ject  was  to&lly  overlooked.  But  he  would 
have  taken  an  effectual  step  on  this  sub- 
ject. He  would  not  however  say,  that  in 
order  to  guard  against  the  return  of  Boo* 
napart^  to  power,  be  should  be  disposed  to 
commit  the  Allies  in  any  engagement  or 
pledge,  to  wage  war  with  a  view  to  secure 
the  Bourbons  on  the  throne  of  France* 
although  in  making  such  a  proposition  he 
could  not  apprehend  any  serious  difficulty 
on  the  other  side  of  the  House.  But  in*, 
stead  of  making  any  arrangement  what- 
ever to  provide  against  the  resurrection  of 
Buonaparte,  the  affiiir  was  lefk  entirely 
open;  and  therefore,  when  that  person  did 
return  to  France,  a  consultation  with  Con- 
gress wu  resorted  to,  in  order  to  guard 
against  the  consequences  of  an  etil,  to 
avert  which  measures  should  have  been 
taken  in  this  Treaty.  He  would  not,  he 
repeated,  with  a  view  to  exclude  Buona* 
partft  from  power,  pledge  the  Allies  to 
war  for  the  preservation  of  the  French 
throne  to  the  Bourbons.  No:  much  as 
he Jelt  for  the  sufferings— much  u  he  re- 
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apected  the  ebftracter'  and  Tenerated  Ih6 
tirtiies  of  that  meritonout  family,  ba 
would  deprecate  soch  a  proceeding.  Bat 
ke  would  hare  made  arrangtmenti  to 
gaard  against  the  reviTal  of  Buonaparte's 
power,  notwithstanding  the  Alhes,  in  any 
pledge  with  respect  to  the  Bourbons.  He 
would  not  have  conclnded  a  treaty  for  the 
exclusion  of  BuonapartA  from  power, 
withoat,  as  in  the  transaction  under  con« 
^deration,  making  any  arrangements  what* 
erer  to  guard  against  its  non-execniion. 

As  to  the  particulars  of  this  Treaty,  il 
weuld  appear  from  the  official  translation 
laid  before  the  House,  that  skill  in  trana- 
lation  was  not  deemed  necessary  to  diplo- 
matists. For  according  to  the  ori§final 
.  IVeaty  it  was  agreed  that  the  crown  dia- 
monds shoold  belong  to  France,  that  is  to 
the  French  so? ereign  whoever  that  sofe- 
i^gn  might  be :  therefore  it  was  pre- 
Boribed  that  "  tons  lei  diamante  de  la 
Couroone  resteront  Ik  la 'France;''  but 
fheir  lordships  would  be  surprised  to  find 
how  this  article  was  translated,  namely, 
"  that  all  the  crown  diamonds  shall  remain 
in  France."  Now,  as  he  apprehended 
that  the  greater  part  of  these  diamonds 
itere  oat  of  France,  it  would  follow  from 
the  Engliah  version  of  the  article  alluded 
to,  that  England  being,  a  party  to  this 
Treaty,  If  it  were  to  be  fulfilled,  these 
diamonds  shoald  be  made  good  to  France, 
and  therefore  we  might  happen  to  find  in 
the  neat  budget  the  proposition  of  a  grant 
to  buy  a  new  erown  and  sceptre  for 
Buonaparte  [a  laugh*]  put  other  provi- 
aions  equally  objectionable  were  to  be 
met  with  in  this  Treaty.  The  most  tmpro* 
tfdent  parts  of  the  Treaty,  however,  were 
those  which  referred  to  the  provision  for 
Buonaparte  himself,  and  his  wife  and 
family,  together  with  those  respecting  a 
•graiiflcation  to  his  followers  and  the  pay- 
ment of  household  debts.  These  parts, 
too,  were  guaranteed  by  the  Allies,  and 
rarely  the  House  must  see  the  monstrous 
improvidence  of  such  an  arrangement. 
The  main  object  ought  to  be  to  provide 
ligainst  the  resurrection  of  Buonapart6V 
power.  Yet  by  thia  Treaty  that  person 
himself  was  to  ba  allowed  a  splendid 
establishment — all  his  family  to  be  placed 
ih  a  state  of  opulence-- his  followers  to 
be  granted  a  gratification,  and  his  debts 
paid  by  France.  Thia  arrangement,  then, 
ifppiurei  to  the  noble  marquis  to  place 
the  Allies  in  a  moat  improvident  dilemma. 
If  the  TVeaiy  were  fulfilled,  Buonaparte 
and  all  hta  fiimily  would  be  poaaeased  of 


a  large  eatabliabnMnt^  which*  of  couHm^ 
must  furnish  him  with  the  means  of  pro^ 
mottog  his  return  to  power,  while  he  was 
to  have  an  additional  bond  of  attachment, 
upon  his  followers  and  creditora  in  Franopi 
It  had  been  urged  by  the  noble  eisrlj  that 
Buonaparte  had  no  right  to  complain  of 
the  non^folfiiment  of  this  Treaty  towards 
himself,  althoegh  no  payment  waa  made 
him,  because  the  allowance  being  pro- 
mised  to  him  annually,  a  year  had  not  yet 
expired  since  the  Treaty  had  been  con* 
eluded.  Ttie  argument  of  the  noble  earl, 
he  thought  extremely  weak  at  the  time  it 
was  urged.  For  no  indication  whatever 
of  a  disposition  to  pay  Buonaparte  the 
aum  mentioned  in  the  Treaty  having 
shewed  itself,  it  could  not  be  pretended 
that  that  provision  of  the  Treaty  was  fnl* 
filled ;  and  he  fancied  that  the  learned 
lord  on  the  woolsack  would  not,  in  eijottyi 
be  satisfied  with  a  similar,  argument,  re^ 
specting  the  non-fulfilment  of  any  similar 
engagement.  But  the  fact  was,  thai  the 
noble  earl  waa  under  an  egregtous  mitb 
conception  as  to  the  provision  upon  whlek 
he  undertook  to  animadvert.  For  that 
provision  did  not  refer  to  a  revenue  to  be 
paid  annually,  as  the  noble  earl  bad  stated, 
but  as  the  article  in  the  Treaty  expressed 
it  "  de  rentes  s'ur  le  grand  livre  de  France* 
produisant  un  retenu  annuel,  net,  et.d^ 
duction  faite  de  toutea  chargea,  de  deux 
milliona,"  that  is,  two  millions  in  the 
stocks.  Therefore,  Buonaparte  waa  to  be 
at  liberty,  like  any  other  public  creditor, 
to  dispose  of  the  property  which  the 
Treaty  proposed  to  secure  to  him.  He 
did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  non^fialfil^ 
ment  of  thia  provision  furnished  a  ji^atiA* 
cation  to  Buonaparte  lor  diacarding  the 
IVeaty  altogether ;  but  he  must  contend 
that  the  case  was  not  such  as  the  nobla 
earl  had  stated.  Kow,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  the  Treaty  were  not  fulfilled,  how  weita 
the  French  soldiers  attached  to  Buona* 
parte  likely  to  feel )  The  Houae  might 
judge  from  the  statement  of  oar  minister 
at  Paris,  as  to  the  tenacity  of  the  French 
officers  to  make  provision  for  Buonaparte, 
in  satisfaction  of  their  personal  honow. 
So  much  then  as  to  the  egregious  impro« 
vidence  of  this  transaction. 

He  had  heard  it  reported  that  the  person 
in  question  had  afforded  seme  grounds  for 
the  non-fulfilment  of  the  Treaty ;  but  if 
he  bad  afforded  grounds  which  would 
have  justified  the  non-payment  of  the 
atipulated  allowance  to  him,  a  departiire 
from  Che  Treaty  in  other  reapeoti  wooM 
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alto  b«Te  been  jUBtlfiable.  Wilhout  preas* 
iug  thai  fmimfQrther»  he  thOuld  ttke  it  fer 
gri«ied  ihttt  the  noble  eerl  bed  meent  to 
itete  ibtt  gromide  had  been  afibrded  for 
wtth^holding  the  payment,  though,  accord- 
ing  to  bit  aotiont  of  the  Treaty,  it  had  not 
been  violated.  The  next  point  to  which 
be  thoold  advert  waa  the  diapeeal  ^f  the 
duebita  of  Parma,  Placentia,  and  Guat* 
talla;  and  he  aboold  beldly  aflSrm  that 
there  wu  never  an  engagement  concioded 
by  any  government  more  diagracefol  in 
principle^  or  more  hottile  to  jotticei  than 
the  grant  of  tboae  Statea  to  the  wife  and 
aon  of  Napoleon.  The  legitimate  heir  to 
tboae  dechiea  waa  living,  and  bad  aa  good 
a  claim  to  hia  Statea  aa  the  aovereiga  of 
any  other  State  In  Barope*  He  waa  not 
an  adherant  of  tboae  who  held  that  at  the 
termination  of  a  conflict,  avowedly  inati<« 
tnted  for  the  aopport  of  the  exiating  powera 
of  Europe,  tboae  Statea  only  were  to  be 
reapected  who  Were  pewerfal  [hear,  bear!], 
mid  that  the  oihere  were  to  be  thrown  into 
the  conaoiidated  fend  of  apoliation  [hear, 
hear!],  to  be  paid  by  he  knew  not  what 
cuhier  to  the  ordera  of  the  greater  8ove» 
reigna.  He  could  not  conceive  that  a 
note  to  pay  to  the  order  of  the  1^* 
peror  of  Rueaia  two  milliona  of  aoala, 
or  to  pay  to  the  order  of  aome  other  mo- 
narch ao  many  thooaand  aoola,  waa  a  valid 
tranafer  of  independent  Statn.  Soeh  pro* 
eeedinga  and  tech  prjnciplea  were  repug* 
nanti  not  to  the  vetted  rigbta  of  aoveraigna 
alone,  hot  to  the  paramount  rigbta  of  the 
people;  for  though  be  waa  not  one  of 
tboae  who  aeid  all  governmenta  were  of 
and  from  the  people,  yet  be  could  not 
tobmit  to  aay  that  all  governmenta  were 
not  for  the  people,  end  that  the  veated 
rigbta  of  the  people  were  the  atrongeat. 
But  tbeae  unfortunate  ducbiea  were  token 
out  of  thia  fund  of  apoliation  to  be  apu* 
liated  in  a  atill  more  extraordinary  man- 
ner,  end  they  were  excepted  from  the 
general  arrangementa  of  the  Congren; 
their  aovereign  waa  deprived  of*  hia  rigbta, 
the  people  of  the  aovereign  to  whom  they 
had  probebly  been  accoatodied  to  look  vp; 
an  intuit  had  been  offered  to  the  Crown 
of  Spain,  to  whom  the  aovereign  of  tbeae 
Statea  waa  alliedf  and  to  the  illuatrioua 
Houae  of  Bourbon,  from  which  be  waa 
deacended,  for  the  aake  of  gratifying  the 
feelinga  of  Auatria,  by  an  article,  of  which 
that  power,  however,  bad  made  no  exer- 
tion to  obtain  tbe  fblfllment.  The  article 
would  have  been  improper,  monatrouaand 
nnfatt,  if  IbMlted;  but  aa  it  wae  not  (bU 
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filled,  it  moat  have  had  the  moal  injuriona 
efibot  vpoA  the  French  army,  who  coa^ 
ceived  their  honour  pledged  to  the  Ailfii^ 
ment  of  tboae  articleab  to  tbe  advantage  of 
their  former  chief  and  hia  family,  which 
they  had  obtained. 

The  next  point  to  which  be  ahould  draw 
their  lordabipe  attentioOi  waa  tbe  qualified 
accemion  which  we  had  given  to  the 
Treaty  in  queation,  by  which  the  hopea 
which  had  rtaen  from  the  termination  of 
tbe  atruggle  had  been  froatrmted.  It  woold 
appear  on  the  examination  of  the  Treaty, 
that  the  content  of  our  Qovemment  had 
been  given  to  the  very  articlea  to  which 
our  aiaent  ahould  not  have  been  given» 
Aa  a  treaty  had  been  concluded  with 
Boenapart^  by  .which  he  had  been  ate* 
tinned  in  the  ialand  of  Elba,  the  great  ob« 
ject  which  thia  country  ahould  have  had^ 
waa  to  throw  in  the  way  of  bit  returO  tn 
the  country  vrhich  had  been  the  teat  of 
hia  power,  all  tbe  obataclea  which  out 
meaoa  aibrded  ot*  What  were  the  obtta- 
clea  that  we  bad  thrown  in  the  way  of  bla 
eacape  f  We  bad  agreed  to  thit  article  of 
the  Treaty  by  which  be  waa  recognined 
aa  independent  Sovereign  of  Eltei  br 
which  it  became  impowible  to  watch  hia 
motiona  with  *  that  atrictnem  which  wo 
might  otherwiae'bave  employed,  either  by 
laikl  or  by  what  bad  been  called  in  an* 
other  place,  naval  police.  The  other  article 
to  which  we  had  given  our  asaent  waa  the 
tranafer  of  the  Dochira  of  Parma  and  Pk*- 
cemia,  to  which  tbe  bigheat  objectiona  bad 
bemi  made,  and  which,  if  it  wu  to  be  fbl« 
filled,  waa  moat  contrary  to  good  faith  nml 
to  the  principlea  of  that  great  man,  now 
no  more,  who  had  ao  long  conducted  the 
afiaira  of  thia  nation,  and  who  bad  alwaya 
made  it  hia  object  to  protect -the  legiti* 
mate  rigbta  of  ancient  aovereigna,  and  lo 
foater  that  apirit  of  attachment  in  people 
towarda  their  own  dynaatiea  which  thia 
article  inauUed  or  diaregarded.  On  tbe 
other  hand  the  non-fulfilment  of  tbe  article 
waa  pregnant  with  evil  from  tbe  peraonal 
bold  which  it  give  Nepoleon  on  tbe  French 
army,  which  waa  pleoged  to  maintain  tbe 
Treaty.  It  waa  a  fatal  and  lamentablo 
fact,  to  which  he  tuppoaed  the  noble  earl 
had  alluded,  when  be  had  apoken  of  aouae 
convuMon  which  might  ariae  before  the 
aflbirv  of  Europe  permanently  aettled  into 
tranquillity,  that  even  if  Buonaparte  had 
not  returned  to  France,  a  apirit  exiated  in 
that  country  which  would  have  given  riae 
to  a  civil  war*  There  were  in  France  two 
grant  pnrti«»'-tlioao  who. had  been  tbe 
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ancient  Jacobins,  and  who  bad  termed 
themselves  Liberales,  after  the  Spanish  use 
of  the  term-— and  the  Constitutionalists,  a 
party  which  professed  to  be  well  disposed 
to  good  order  and  to  the  Bourbons,  bat 
under  more  severe  restrictions  than  they 
had  been  subjected  to  in  the  times  of  the 
old  monarchy.  Besides  these  a  third  party 
consisted  of  the  purchasers  of  forfeited 
property,  or  national  domains:  and  a 
fourth,  and  most  important  party,  was  the 
army.  The  French  army  was  not  to  be 
I'egarded  in  the  same  light  as  any  other 
army  in  the  world,  or  any  that  had  ever 
existed.  Its  numbers  gave  it  a  vast  supe- 
riority in  inOuence,  and  it  was  besides  in- 
timately connected  with  almost  every 
family  in  France,  for  every  family  had 
afforded  it  officers  or  soldiers.  The  very 
severity  with  which  the  conscription  had 
been  put  in  force  produced  that  effect, 
and  habit  had  made  it  so  familiar  to  the 
minds  of  the  inhabitants,  and  so  fixed  it, 
as  it  were,  in  their  nature,  that  many 
families  considered  the  conscription  as  the 
means  of  providing  for  their  children;  and 
in  many  cases  when  the  young  conscripts 
had  been  returned  to  their  homes,  they  had 
felt  that  dismission  as  an  evil. 

With  the  knowledge  of  these  facts  be- 
fore them,  their  lordships  might  conceive 
how  greatly  the  danger  to  be  apprehended 
from  Buonaparte  was  enhanced  by  the 
non-execution  of  any  part  of  the  Treaty, 
which  might  give  him  a  claim  on  the  co- 
operation of  a  soldiery  which  constituted 
so  large  a  part  of  the  kingdom.  There 
was  great  reason  for  supposing,  that  beford 
any  attempt  had  been  made  on  the  part  of 
Buonaparte,  something  in  the  nature  of  an 
insurrection  had  been  organized  in  France. 
In  fact,  instead  of  considering  Buonaparte 
the  prime  mover  of  the  insurrection,  it  was 
more  probable  that  that  insurrection  had 
been  planned  by  others,  who  had  pitched 
on  him  as  the  chief  under  whom  the  attempt 
would  hare  a  greater  chance  of  success, 
and  who  would  be  more  likely  to  effect 
their  purposes.  While  affairs  were  in  this 
state,  what  we  had  done  was  to  give  him 
a  good  cause  among  the  people  of  France, 
in  addition  to  the  other  causes  which  in- 
duced those  persons  to  call  on  him.  The 
noble  marquis  then  said,  that  even  when 
we  had  placed  ourselves  in  this  unfortunate 
situation,  that  we  had  to  apprehend  the 
return  of  Napoleon  to  the  seat  of  that 
power  which  he  bad  formerly  wielded,  it 
was  essentially  the  duty  of  our  Govern* 
ment,  that  the  small  power  which  was  left 


in  their  hands,  of  watching  the  movements 
of  that  person,  should  be  made  use  of  to 
the  utmost;  and  this  duty  was  enhanced 
in  proportion  to  the  mischievousness  of  the 
articles.  It.  had  been  said  by  the  noble 
earl,  that  the  whole  fleet  of  England  could 
not  have  effectually  blockaded  the  island 
of  Elba ;  but  when  the  danger  threatened 
by  the  escape  of  Napoleon,  and  the  diifi* 
culty  of  preventing  it  were  considered, 
they  should  rather  have  been  incentives 
to  diligence  in  attempting  to  prevent  it. 
The  noble  earl  seemed  to  consider  all 
matters  of  state  as  matters  of  facility ;  hc« 
(the  marquis  W.)  on  the.  other  hand,  had 
always  been  taught  to  consider  them,  as 
well  as  all  other  transactions  of  human 
life,  as  the  choice  of  difficulties.  Because 
all  the  fleet  of  England  could  not  protect 
us  against  the  ppssibility  of  an  escape,  the 
noble  earl  had  come  to  the  rapid  conclu- 
sion, that  no  protection  whatever  was  to 
be  aiiorded  against  that  event— *that  be- 
cause protection  was  difficult  and  impor- 
tant,  that  he  would  not. protect  us. .  It  had 
not  been  said  that  instruction  had  been 
given  to  any  one  commander,  but  it  had 
been  said,  that  there  was  some  nnderstand- 
iog  with  the  captain  of  a  frigate.  He  had 
never  heard,  however,  that  that  under- 
standing was  understood— [a  laugh].  But 
even  supposing  that  this  frigate  bad  been 
destined  to  watch  any  movements  in  Elba, 
it  was  needless  to  say  how  inadequate  a 
single  frigate  was  to  such  a  task.  How, 
then,  could  his  Majesty's  Government 
justify  themselves  (and  if  they  had  any 
suspicion  that  an  attempt  would  have  been 
made  by.  Buonaparte,  that  justification 
would  be  still  more  impracticable),  if  so 
small  an  effort  had  been  made  to  prevent 
that  return  of  the  person  in  question  to 
France  which  had  involved  the  country  in 
so  many  difficulties  ?  Indeed,  there  could 
not  be  a  greater  contrast  than  between  the 
alarm  which  the  escape  of  that  person  Jiad 
created,  and  the  efforts  which  had  been 
made  to  avert  the  consequences  of  it,  and 
the  minute  efforts  which  had  been  made 
to  prevent  the  return  of  that  plague  of 
Europe. 

Another  singular  fact  respecting  the 
Treaty  was,  that  as  England  recognised 
the  sovereignty  of  Elba  without  necessity, 
so  France  did  not  accede  to  the  provision 
for  the  payment  of  the  allowance,  which 
was  to  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  that 
kingdom.  The  sum  was  granted  by  the 
Allies,  and  the  payment  suaranteed  by 
them*  and  they  had  engaged  that  it  should 
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be  gatranteed  by  France  ;  bot  he  appre- 
hended DO  such  guarantee  had  been  given 
either  by  the  provisional  or  the  established 
goTeroDent  of  France.  The  Allies  were 
boond  to  procure  the  payment  to  be  made, 
but  they  so  little  cared  to  fulfil  their  en* 
gageroents,  that  the  royal  French  Govern- 
ment was  said  to  have  refused  to  make  any 
aoch  payment ;  at  any  rate  tt  was  clear 
that  no  measures  had  ever  been  taken  to 

Say  any  part  of  the  sum  stipulated  for. 
^oWy  whether  it  was  to  be  expected  that 
under  th^se  circumstances  some  attempt 
was  to  be  made  on  the  part  of  Buonapart6, 
and  ahovld  have  been  provided  asainst^he 
should  leave  their  lordships  to  judge;  but 
it  was  also  reported,  that  some  communi- 
cation had  been  made  to  his  Majesty's 
Ooveroment,  in  which  some  information 
respecting  it  had  been  given.  He  was  not 
aware  of  the  nature  of  that  communication, 
bot  he  wished  to  know  what  the  informa- 
tion was,  and  what  steps  had  been  taken 
«pon  it,  supposing  such  information  had 
been  eiven.  Viewing,  as  he  did,  the  im- 
providence of  the  Treaty,  which  aiForded 
ao  security  to  Europe,  the  danger  from 
the  independence  of  Bu6napart6  in  Elba, 
and  the  folly  of  engagements,  which  could 
not  be  falnlled  with  safety,  nor  violated 
without  danger  and  dishonour,  or  the 
semblance  of  dishonour;  and  the  insuffi- 
cient efforts  which  had  been  made  under 
these  disadvantages,  with  the  means  we 
still  possessed;  he  should  move,  as  a  pre- 
liminary to  a  more  serious  inquiry,  an 
bumble  Address  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Regent,  for,  **  1.  Copies  or  extracts, 
or  substance  of  any  instructions  which 
nay  have  been  given  by  his  Majesty's 
Government,  to  any  of  his  M^esty's  naval 
commanders,  respecting  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte, and  the  island  of  Elba.  2.  Copies 
or  extractSi  or  substance  of  any  informa- 
tion which  his  Majesty's  Government  may 
have  received,  respecting  the  design  of 
'  Napoleon  Buonaparte  to  escape  from  the 
island  of  Elba,  together  with  the  date  of 
the  reception  of  the  said  information/' 
'  The^Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  could 
assure  the  noble  marquis,  that  any  inti- 
mation of  surprise,  which  might  have 
escaped  from  him  in  the  course  of  his 
speech,  did  not  arise  from  want  of  civility 
towards  him,  but  was  occasioned  by  a 
strong  sensation,  produced  at  the  moment, 
by  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  extra- 
ordinary propositions  which  the  noble 
marquis  had  advanced.  He  allud^  par- 
ticularly to  the  attack  which  the  noble 


marquis  had  made  on  the  Treaty  of  Fon- 
tainbleau,  as  being  utterly  destitute  of 
wisdom — as  not  being  justified  on  any 
principle  of  policy.  Certain  contingen- 
cies, the  noble  marquis  observed,  ought  to 
have  been  foreseen  and  provided  against, 
at  the  time  this  Treaty  was  agreed  to. 
The  attack  was  made,  as  if  this  were  a 
new  transaction,  that  had  never  been 
heard  of  before.  Whereas,  every  man 
who  walked  this  town — every  man  in 
every  town  of  Europe,  was  apprised  of 
the  fact  long  since.  Twelve  months  ago« 
the  Treaty  was  published  in  every  news- 
paper in  this  city.  Not  merely  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Treaty,  but  all  its  details. 
When  the  Treaty  of  Paris  was  last  session 
laid  before  the  HoosOi  they  never  heard 
any  objection  to  the  prmciple  of  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleau,  which  was  so 
nearly  connected  with  it.  He  would  go 
farther,  and  say,  that  although  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau,  article  by  article,  must 
have  been  well  known  to  the  noble  mar- 
quis, the  attention  of  the  public  having 
been  strongly  called  to  it,  yet  the  noble 
marquis  had  made  no  observation,  either 
on  the  impropriety  of  its  principle^  or  the 
impolicy  of  its  details.  Now,  if  it  were  a 
measure  so  fraught  with  danger^  that  the 
noble  marquis  conceived  no  man  who 
deserved  the  name  of  a  statesman  could 
look  to  it  without  apprehension,  why  did 
he  not  exercise  a  sound  discretion,  why 
did  he  not  perform  that  which  was  mani- 
festly his  duty,  and  call  the  attention  of 
the  House  to  a  transaction,  which  was  a 
complete  matter  of  notoriety  ?  Their  lord- 
ships would  probably  be  inclined  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  fears  of  the  noble  marquis 
(who,  whether  he  last  year  thought  the 
Treaty  wise  or  not,  certainly  did  not  ap- 
pear to  apprehend  any  danger  from  it) 
were  only  excited  since  the  occurrence 
of  those  events  that  had  recently  taken 
place. 

Having  said  thus  much  on  the  course 
pursued  by  the  noble  marauis,  he  now 
came  to  the  consideration  ot  the  Treaty 
itself.  The  noble  marquis  had  made  an 
attack,  not  only  ou  the  Government  of 
this  country,  but  on  the  wbole  of  the 
Allied  Powers,  with  respect  to  the  line  of 
conduct  they  had  adopted.  Now,  the 
first  question  was,  what  was  the  situation 
of  the  Allied  Powers  at  the  time  the 
Treaty  was  concluded  ?  Were  they  to 
treat  with  Buonapart(i  as  a  prisoner,  or  at 
a  person  perfectly  at  liberty  ?  That  was 
the  point  on  which  the  whole  question 
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Msiad,  in  the  tbitract— there  was  bo 
middle  considerBtion---altbough  the  tab- 
seqaent  arrangements  might  to  tome  in- 
dividuals appear  unsaitsfactory.  He  was 
perfectly  ready  to  agree,  that  if  ihe  Allies 
were  in  a  situation,  without  running  too 
great  a  risk,  to  make  that  iBdividual  a 
prisoner,  they  tliould  have  eontinoed  the 
contest*  The  possession  of  his  person 
was  the  best  security  that  we  could  have, 
and  every  consideration,  in  such  a  state 
of  things,  called  for  it  But  the  noble 
marqvis  appeared,  to  have  taken  a  difierent 
Yiew  of  the  circumstances  of  the  Allies, 
from  that  which,  on  a  former  night,  he 
had  stated  to  the  House.  For,  as  he  un- 
derstood the  noble  marquis,  his  opinion 
was,  that  the  situation  of  the  Allies  was 
extremely  critical- 
Marquis*  fVtlUiUy  denied  that  he  bad 
described  the  situation  of  the  Allies  as 
critical.  He  certainly  thought  that  Buo- 
naparte's force  was  in  such  a  direction, 
that  if  an  error  on  the  part  of  the  Allies 
were  committed,  he  might  have  taken 
advantage  of  it. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  continued.  Their 
lordships  oueht  fairly  to  consider,  before 
they  decided  on  the  merits  of  this  Treaty, 
what  the  situation  of  the  Allies  really  was. 
He  was  not  one  of  those  who.  if  it  had 
been  thought  proper  not  to  aeeede  to  the 
Treaty— if  it  had  been  deemed  necessary 
to  carry  on  the  war  to  the  utmost  extre* 
nity,  to  get  possession  of  the  person  of 
that  individual — would  have  despaired  or 
doubted  of  the  result.  But  here  it  was 
proper  to  compare  the  magnitude  of  the 
efforts  whicfi  were  necessary — the  great- 
ness  of  the  contest—the  risk  which  most 
unavoidably  be  run,  with  the  advantages 
which  were  likely  to  be  derived,  from  an 
immediate  j^cificatioo.  At  that  period,, 
except  the  force  for  the  protection  of 
Paris,  under  marshal  Marmont,  no  portion 
of  the  French  military  had  deserted  the 
standard  of  Buonaparte.  At  Fontainbleau 
he  retained  a  large  body  of  forces;  and 
the  armies  of  Suchet  and  Soult  were  still 
fitithful  to  him.  Another  most  material 
circumstance  was,  that  he  retained  pos* 
aession  of  tyttry  fortified  town  in  France 
and  Holland,  and  a  great  number  of  those 
in  Germany.  The  whole  of  the  fortified 
places  on  the  Rhine  and  the  Elbe  were  in 
his  possession,  and  all  the  fortified  towns 
in  Italy  were  occupied  by  hia  forces.  If, 
under  such  circumstances,  the  Treaty  bad 
been  rejected,  and  if  a  failure  on  the  part 
of  the  Allies  afterwards  took  place,  the 
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result  would  have  h«en  fetal,  not  merely 
to  France,  but  to  Europe.  Amongst  the 
diflerent  armies.  On  the  assistanoe  of  which 
Buonaparte  might  have  depended  when 
the  Treaty  was  concluded,  was  one  on 
which  he  might  have  implicitly  relied.^ 
he  alluded  to  the  army  of  Italy,  which, 
though  not  great  in  numbers,  was,  in  its 
quality  and  appointments,  more  formidable 
than  any  other  which  he  could  have 
brought  into  the  field.  Here,  therefore, 
the  Allied  Sovereigns  were  called  upon  to 
compare  the  risks  attendant  on  a  proseca* 
tion  of  the  war,  with  the  probable  advaa* 
tages  of  peace.  He  acknowledged  that  It 
was  a  matter  of  doubt,  whether  to  pursue 
this  man,  at  all  risks,  or  to  close  the  con- 
test, without  any  further  effusion  of  blood. 
This  waaufair  qoestioii  of  doubt;  and> 
he  thought,  even  now,'  after  the  events 
that  had  lauly  occurred,  that  those  who. 
had  decided  the  question,  decided  it  right- 
ly. What  would  this  country,  what  would- 
Europe  have  said,  if,  in  consequence  of  a 
deteri^ination  not  to  treat  with  Buona- 
parte, a  revulsion  had  been  occasioned  ? 
A  great  effusion  of  blood,  a  great  portion 
of  human  calamity  must  have  followed-— 
and,  perhaps,  those  who  were  now  most 
energetic  in  recommending  the  prosecu- 
tion of  hostilities  to  the  utmost  extent, 
would  have  complained,  that  the  difllerence 
between  treating  with  Buonaparte,  and 
making  him  prisoner,  bad  been  purchased 
at  a  price  much  greater  than  it  was  worth* 
The  public  of  this  country,  and  the  public 
throughout  Europe,  would  have  said, 
**  You  had  at  last  delivered  Europe— yo« 
had  it  in  your  power  to  make  an  honour- 
able and  safe  arrangement  for  the  peace 
of  the  worM— and  yon  threw  it  way  for 
what  yon  called  an  act  of  vigour;"— 
**  though,"  said  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  *'  I 
should  have  termed  it  an  act  of  justice,  as 
it  respected  the  individual  against  whom 
It  was  directed.''  To  judge  fairly,  it  was 
the  duty  of  their  lordships  to  place  then- 
selves  in  the  situation  of  the  Allied  Sove- 
reigns, at  the  time  the  Treaty  was  con* 
diided.  Let  them  consider  what  the 
aliematives  were,  of  which  they  bad  the 
choice;  and,  having  accurately  examined 
those  points,  they  would  perhaps  agree 
with  him,  that  no  reason  existed  for  con- 
tending against  the  wisdom  or  policy  of 
the  arrangements  that  kad  been 'entered 
into. 

The  noble  earl  next  proceeded  to  the 
objection  which  had  been  advanced,  with 
respect  to  the  place  of  retreat  provided 
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for  BooDMiarle ;  and  be  naiotained«  that 
whether  Elba,  or  Germaoy,  or  Eaglaiid« 
or  America*  had  been  lelected.  the  same 
daoger  of  aflcape*  the  aame  danger  of  in- 
trigue, mighi  equally  bare  been  appre* 
bended.    No  man  could  pro?e  to  bim, 
ibat  Bttonapart6»  being  a  free  agent  in 
any  country  in  the  worlds  and  baTitig  the 
meant,  by  corretpondence,  of  carrying 
on* any  intrigues  he  thought  proper,  could 
not,  if  he  wished  it,  devise  the  mode  of  his 
return  to  France.    Then  came  the  ques- 
tion. Are  you  here  to  insist  on  personal 
detention  and  safe  custody,  as  the  stipu- 
lated  means  of  security  ?  Now,  the  Go- 
vernment of  this  country  never  concealed 
that  they  did  not  act  on  this  principle.    It 
was  not  in  their  power  to  acr  on  the  prin- 
ciple of  being,  as  he  might  term  it,  the 
Idlers  of  this  individosi,  he  being  placed 
in  free  possession  of  Elba.    In  the  first 
place,  he  would  repeat  what  be  bad  before 
■aid,  that  the  whole  fleet  of  England  had 
not  the  power  of  keepinff  him,  or  any 
other  individual,  on  the  island  of  Elba,  if 
he  pleased  to  leave  it.    But  this  country 
never  proposed— this  country  never  under- 
took any  such  task.    The  greater  part  of 
the  fleet  in  the  Mediterranean  (sAd  the 
noble  marquis  might  make  what  use  be 
pleased  of  the  concession)  were  sent  home 
nfter  the  Treaty.    At 'the  time  that  the 
departure  of  Buonaparte  took  place,  there 
were,  in  that  sea,  only  four  sail  of  the 
line,  and  even  these  would  not  have  been 
kept  beyond  the  time  when  the  arrange- 
ments for  the  withdrawing  of  the  British 
troops  from  the  Mediterranean  should  have 
been  completed.     He,  therefore*  frankly 
avowed,  that  there  never  was'an  idea  ^fbr 
the  thing  was  impracticable)  of  confinmg 
Bnonapart6  to  the  asylum  which  had  been 
prepared  fof  him.— The  noble  earl  next 
adverted  to  the  facilities  which  the  island 
of  Elba  was  supposed  to  afford  to  the  fur- 
therance of  the  ambitious  views  of  Buona- 
parte   He  kneW|  that  placing  him  in  a 
situation  so  near  the  coast  of  Italy  bad 
been  complained  of;  but,  until  lately,  he 
never  beard,  that,  with  respect  to  France, 
the  situation  was  ill  chosen.    In  one  of 
the  dispatches  of  a  noble  friend  of  his 
(lord  Castlereaffh),  Buonaparte  was  stated 
to  be  anxious  for  an  asylum  in  England, 
and  many  persons  were  of  opinion  that  it 
would  have  been  preferable  to  haveriic- 
ceded  to  bis  wish,  instead  of  sending  him 
to  Elba.    The  noble  earl  said,  that  he  him- 
aeH   should  not  have  apprehended  any 
danger  from  the  residence  of  that  indivi- 
(V0L.XX2L) 


dual  to  this  counivy.    But  he  contended, 
that  if  be  bad  an  »^lum  here,  not  being 
subject  to  personal  restraint,  be  might 
have  carried  on  intrigues  with  hb  adherenta 
in  France,  and,  ultimately,  be  might  bavo 
escaped  whenever  he  pleased.    He  wished 
to  qualify  M  bis    observations  on  tfaia 
point,    by  referring   to   ''  personal   re* 
straint;*'  because  it  was  the  opposition 
between  liberty  and  personal  restraint, 
that   made  the  great  difierence  in  this 
question.     The  noble  marquis  'had  si|id, 
that  a  species  of  police  should  have  been 
appointed  to  watch  this  individual.    But 
must  it  not  be  notorious,  that  the  military 
power  and  the  police  of  the  island,  such 
as  they  were,  were  under  the  command 
of  Buonapart^t  instead  of  their  having  any 
control  over  him?  The  House  bad  actual 
proof  of  this ;   for,  when  he,  was  leaving 
Elba,  he  put  the  Brstish  vice-consul  under 
arrest;  and  if  colonel  Campbell  had  been 
on  the  island  at  the  time  of  the  escape, 
he  would,  no  doubt,  have  experienced  the 
same  treatment.    It  wis,  therefore)  a  ridi* 
culous  and  preposterous  mistake,  to  ima- 
gine that  any  provision,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  could  have  been 
made  to  prevent  the  escape  of  Buonaparte 
from  the  island  of  Elba.    Was  the  noble 
marquis  aware,  that  but  for  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  American  war,  not  the 
whole  navy  of  England  would  have  had 
the  power  to  search  the  meanest  fishing 
vessel  ?  The  power  of  visitation  was  a  heU 
ligerent  right,  depending  upon  the  conti- 
noance  of  hostilities;  but  even  pending 
war,  though  some  reason  might  be  assigned 
for  searching  a  merchant  vessel,  nothing 
could  excuse  or  justify  the  search  of  an 
armed  ship.     Therefore,  if  Buonapart£ 
were  actually  on  board  a  brig  of  war, 
without  some  special  ground  of  suspicion, 
no  search,  according  to  the  law  of  nation^ 
could  have  been  made.    Tbiu  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  naval  police  to  prevent 
his  escape  from  the  island  of  Elba,  was 
entirely  out  of  the  question.    The  noble 
earl  contended,  that  if  the  Allies  were  not 
justified  by  circumstances  in  the  first  in- 
stance, in  insisting  upon  the  custody  of 
the  person  of  Buonaparte,  no  precautions 
that  could  be  used  could  heve  avoided  the 
accident  that  was  the  subject  of  the  com- 
plaint of  the  noble  marquis.    To  recur 
once  more  to  the  TVeaty  of  Vbntainbleao» 
it  should  be  recollected,  that  the  Alliea 
were  not  only  treating  with  an  enemy 
who  had  arms  in  his  hands,  but  they  were 
treating  with  these  officers  who  to  the  last 
(SO) 
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Temained  fktthful  to  his  catiie.  Oae  of 
tbe  cbief  reasons  in  accepting  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  wat,  that  if  an  honoorable 
asylum  werO  afibrded  to  Buonaparie,  his 
marshals  would  give  their  assent  to  the 
arrangementi  and  with  th^ir  assent,  that  of 
the  whole  army  that  was  under  their  au- 
thority. 

the  next  point  upon  which  the  noble 
marquis  had  dwelt  was,  that  by  a  breach 
of  the  articles  of  that  Treaty,  the  Aliiet 
bad  given  Buonaparte  a  pretence^  at  least, 
to  contravene  it,  and  an  excuse  to  his 
mar&hals  to  join  him  in  his  attempt  to 
regain  the  throne  of  France.     But  what 
was  the  feet  upon  this  subject  ?  The  noble 
marquis  had   offered   a  justification  that 
never  occurred  to  Buonaparte,  for  in  none 
of  his  proclamations  on  landing  did  he 
a4tempt  to  set  up  the  breach  of  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  as  the  cause  of  his  return. 
Buonaparte    had   never  carried   his   hy- 
pocrisy to  that  extreme :  on  the  contrary, 
he  had  distinctly  averred  that  tie  landed 
in  France  to  reclaim  his  crown,  because 
he  was  summoned  by  the  voice  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  he  had  almost  in  terms  admitted, 
that  such  had  been  his  design  from  the 
very   moment  of  the  signature  of    the 
Treaty   of  Fontainbleau.     But  if    there 
were,  in  fact,  some  stipulations  that  had 
not  been  to  the   letter  performed,  what 
answer  had  the  noble  marquis  given  to 
what  he  (lord  Liverpool)  had  advancedon 
a  former  night,  that  Buonaparte  had  no 
right  to  act  upon  the  neglect  as  a  violation 
of  the  Treaty,. but  was  bound  to  make  his 
appeal  to  the  Allies,  to  demand  redress 
from  them  aa  parties  to  the  engagement. 
Thia  assertion  had  not  been  denied  by 
any  man,  nor  could  the  noble  marquis 
produce  an  instance  in  which  a  supposed 
breach  of  faith  was  assigned  as  a  cause  for 
the  desertion  of  the  royal  cause  by  any 
individual  who  had  placed  himself  under 
the  banners  of  Buonaparte.    With  regard 
to  the  fiurt  of  the  Treaty  having  been  dis- 
regarded, he  was  able   to  state  to  the 
House,  that  measures  had  been  taken  by 
the  Allies,  previous  to  the  escape  of  Buo- 
naparte, to  fulfil  the  articles,  not  to  the 
letter,  but  with  a  spirit  of  liberality  that 
became  the  great  lowers,  for  property 
bad  actually  been  assigned  for  the  purpose 
^f  defraying  the  pecuniary  charges  im- 
posed  by   the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau ; 
a«d  he  could  most  positively  state  that  it 
was  the  intention  of  France  to  have  ful- 
filled the  engagement  with  the  utmost 
punctuality. 


Much  stress  had  been  laid  by  the  noble 
marquis  upon  the  subject  of  the  duchy  of 
Parma :  but  the  noble  earl  said,  he  could 
here  equally  assure  the  House  that  no- 
thing  had  been  done  in  derogation  of  those 
articles  that  respected  this  point; .  even  if 
the  fulfilment  of  them  were  a  matter  of 
public  inconvenience,  his  lordship  allowed 
that  it  could  not  for  a  moment  be  balanced 
against  a  positive  engagement  which  the 
parties  were  bound  to  execute.  Hs  would 
not  now  enter  into  the  question  of  the 
propriety  or  expediency  of  this  arrange* 
ment  regarding  the  territory  belonging  io 
another  family ;   probably  a  fit  opportu* 
nity  for  such  a  discussion  would  be  af- 
forded, and  whenever  the  question  came 
properly  before  the  House  he  should  not 
shrink  from  justifying  the  decision  of  the 
Allies  upon  this  topic,  upon  tbe  principles 
of  that  great  man  to  whose  authority,  the 
noble  marquis  had. alluded,  though,  as  he 
(lord  Liverpool)  believed,  under  complete 
misapprehension.     Upon  the  second  point 
to  whicji  the  proposed  Address  referred, 
namely,  the  information    that  mini«tera 
had  obtained  as  to  the  design  of  Boona* 
pane  to  escape  from  £lba,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  state  distinctly,  that  they  had 
received   no  information   of    that   grave 
and  ostensible  character  that  would  have 
authorized  the  taking  of  any  step  upon  the 
foundation  that  it  supplied.— The  noble 
marquis  bad  mistaken  what  he  had  .said 
on  a  former  night  respecting  the  convul- 
sions that  might    be  looked   for  before 
Europe  had  settled  into  a  state  of  per« 
manent  tranquillity :    he  did  not  mean  to 
assert  that  there  was  a  probability  of  re- 
vival and  continuance  of  actual  war  ;  but 
that  after  twenty •  five  years  of  continued 
disorder,  it  was  not  unwise  to  think  that 
there  was  some  chance  of  a  revulsion* be- 
fore ultimate  peace  was  established— not 
that  he  had  contemplated  any  such  event, 
but  he  had  thought  it  not  impossible,' or 
perhaps  improbable.    It  was  not  to  be 
denied,  indeed  it  was  known  to  all,  that 
after  the  restoration  of  the  ^Bourbons  ia 
France  there  would  prevail  amons  some 
parties  discontents,  and   even  bodies  of 
discontent ;  such  an  effect  was  to  be  looked 
for :  but  anuredly  it  had  never  prevailed 
to  the  extent  argaed  by  the  noble  marquis* 
though  it  was  augmented  by  t|ie  peculiar 
character  of  the  people,  and  the  military 
pursuits  in  which  they  had  been  so  long 
engaged.     There  might  even  be  large 
bodies  of  men  who  felt  hostile  to  the  royal 
government ;  but  he  could  by  no  means 
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tdmit  that  the  class  of  men  who  were 
usaally  termed  constitationalists,  were  dis* 
contented  under  the  authority  of  the  fa- 
mily of  Bourbon ;— all  those  who  were  in 
fayour  of  a  limited  monarchy,  of  a  tern- 

gerate  administratton,  and  who  held  in  at>- 
orrence  the  dreadful  excesses  of  the  re* 
irolntion— in  short,  the  great  majority  of 
the  nation  were  in  ftivoar  of  the  ancient 
and  legitimate  dynasty.  They  thought 
that  the  only  chance  of  a  free  government 
was  under  the  Bourbons,  and  that  with  the 
jre-estahlishment  of  Boonapar(4  they  must 
give  up  all  the  cItiI  and  political  liberty 
that  they  would  otherwise  enjoy. 
>  The  first  question,  then,  for  the  decision 
.of  the  House  was,  whether  the  Allies  were 
justified  in  allowing  to  Buonaparl6  bis 
-personal  freedom ;  or  whether,  secondly, 
qnder  the  difllicuhies  they  had  to  en- 
eounterf  and  the  hazards  they  had  to  run, 
they  would  have  acted  most  prudently  in 
insisting  upon  the  actual  possession  of  his 

Ssrson  and  the  control  of  his  liberty  ? 
etween  these  two  extremes,  the  noble 
earl  contended  that  there  was  no  choice ; 
and  upon  the  whole  view  of  the  subject, 
he  argued  that  the  decision  adopted  in  the 
Treatv  of  Fontainbleau  was  wise  and 
prudent.  When  it  had  long  since  been 
brought  into  discussion,  the  noble  lords 
opposite-  had  not  made  any.  complaint 
against  the  geiierosity  shown  to  Boona- 
fiart^  Whether  they  had  acquired  wisdom 
by  subsequent  events  that  they  did  not 
before  possess,  was  a  question  which  the 
motion  of  that  night  would  decide. 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdoume  said,  that 
melancholy  must  be  the  prospect  of  this 
country,  and  deplorable  the  situation  of 
Europe,  if  the  opinion  of  the  noble  earl 
ought  to  be  adopted  by  the  House—that 
after  the  signal  soqcesseathat  had  crowned 
4he  effiirts  of  the  Allies,  and  after  the  adop- 
tion of  all  means  to  establish  the  fature 
liberties  and  happiness  of  Europe,  uo 
.better  precautions  could  be  resorted  to, 
and  no  better  securities  obtained,  than  those 
-which  had  been  the  subject  of  the  pane- 
gyric of  the  noble  earl.  If  the  noble 
earl  inquired  whether  efents  had  given 
wisdom  to  one  side  of  the  House,  the 
noble  marquis  said,  that  he  would  in  his 
turn  ask,  whether  the  noble  earl  had  now 
-no  more  effectual  wisdom  to  instruct  the 
House  and  to  guide  the  afl&irs  of  the 
nation,  than  that  wfiich  dictated  and  ap- 
proved the  arrangement  now  before  the 
'House?  Was  there  no  hopa  that  new 
successes,  jhouid  they  be  obtaiacd»  would 


be  more  effectual  in  securing  the  liberty 
and  happiness  of  the  world  than  those, 
however  brilliant^  which  had  now  been 
rendered  so  aboritve  ?  If  the  noble  eflrl 
could  hold  out  no  more  favoorabte  tx* 
pectation,  it  was,  indeed,  one  of  the  most 
serious  objections  he  had  ever  heard 
against  the  renewal  of  a  contest,  from 
which  the  noble' earl  had  endeavoured  to 
show  that  we  could  obtain  no  beneflli. 
The  noble  marquis  said|  he  was  hot  pre- 
pared, from  the  deficiency  of  information, 
to  enter  into  the  details  of  the' relative 
situation  of  the  Allies  and  Baonapar(6,  at 
the  date  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau ; 
but  thus  much  he  must  say,  that  many  of 
the  very  circumstances  stated  by  the 
noble  earl,  as  forming  the  strength. of 
Buonaparlt:,  in  his  mind  constituted  his 
weakness.  If  marshal  Sonlt  had  a  large 
army  in  the  South  of  France,  was  he  not 
opposed  by  the  duke  of  Wellington,  whh 
superior  numbers  and  superior  talents? 
Yet  this  fact  the  noble  earl  seemed  to  have 
entirely  forgotten.  It  was  argued,  that 
Buonaparte  then  held  the  fortresses  of 
Germany  and  Holland :  but  what  were 
they  but  the  causes  of  hts  weakness,-  by 
dissipating  that  power,  that,  concentrated, 
might  have  been  effectual  in  overthrowing 
the  Allies,  especially  if  it  were  the  fact, 
that  the  balance,  even  wiihoot  the  aid  of 
Buonaparte's  forces  in  garrison,  was  ao 
nearly  equal  ?  What  then,  in  troth,  wat 
the  situation  of  Buonaparte  ?  The  noble 
marquis  said,  he  believed  on  authority  he 
could  not  doubt,  that  Boonapan6,  at  the 
time  of  the  signature  of  the  Treaty,  bad 
not  more  than  20,000  men  under  his  com- 
mand, while  the  Allies  were  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  with  100,000  infantry,  and 
30,000  cavalry.  He  agreed  with  his 
noble  friend  who  made  the  motion,  that 
Buonaparte,  if  held  in  the  light  of  a  fallen 
enemy,  ought  to  have  been  treated  with 
the  utmost  generosity ;  but  whether  ge- 
nerosity were  taken  into  the  account,  or 
the  probability  of  future  hostilities,  there 
was  but  one  plain  and  indispensable  course 
to  be  pursued^ihat  of  security— nut  se- 
curity fboad  France,  but  security  quoad 
the  person  of  Buonaparte,  who  was  the 
chief  source  of  the  evils  of  which  Europe 
complained,  and  the  continuance  or  pre- 
vention of  which  rested  upon  the  posses- 
sion of  the  person  who  had  been  the  main 
spring,  of  the  French  government.  The 
first  conai<leratton  ought,  therefore,  to 
have  been  to  leoure  the  person  of  Buona- 
part^  or«  if  oot»  to  provide  aa  Air  as  pot- 
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•ibie  ft>r  the  ftitore  aafety  of  that  eonntry, 
where  hit  iafiuence  might  be  the  most 
exteosife  and  prejudicial.  This  broaght 
bfa  lordship  to  the  point  of  the  propriety 
of  naming;  Elba  as  the  place  of  residence 
for  Boonapart^*  The  noble  earl  had 
aakedf  whether  any  other  place  could 
afibrd  greater  security?  But  the  true 
node  of  viewing  this  matter  was,  to  take 
care  to  name  no  place  for  his  residence 
which  was  not  pre-eminently  secure.  The 
Allies  might  have  given  Bnonaparl4  liberal 
rerenues,  ample  territory,  and  generous 
provision  for  his  family ;  but  only  on  the 
condition  that  the  situation  where  he  was 
to  reside  was  soch  as  to  extinguish  and 
annihilate  all  chance  of  escape  and  future 
distiirbauce  of  the  world.  Was  Elba  such 
a  situation,  more  especially  with  reference 
to  France  and  Italy  ?  The  noble  earl  had 
▼indicated  this  choice,  by  stating  that  it 
waa  rather  to  be  expected  that  Baonapart6 
would  have  made  his  descent  upon  Italy ; 
bat  surely  it  was  a  very  corioM  mode  of 
dofending  this  determination,  by  showing 
that  it  was  the  most  dangerous  situation 
that  cbnld  have  been  selected.  The  noble 
earl  bad  maintained  that  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  our  fleet  to  have  in- 
terfered with  the  designs  of  Buonapartft 
without  a  special  provision— if  so,  why 
was  not  this  point  made  a  matter  of  con- 
cert with  the  Allies?  Why  was  it  not 
•made  a  part  of  the  engagement,  that  if 
Buonaparte  did  attempt  to  escape  he 
should  be  intercepted  ?  It  was  rather  a 
aiognlar  argument  from  the  noble  earl, 
that  supposing  the  war  with  America  had 
been  conclnded,  no  English  ship  codd 
have  interfered  with  the  expedition  of 
Buonaparte. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  explained.  He 
bad  said,  that  by  the  general  law  of  na- 
tions,  no  British  commander  could  inter- 
fera  with  the  voyage  of  Buonapart6  to 
France,  unless  the  officer  had  obtained 
informatioa  that  he  was  on  board  a  par- 
ticular ship. 

The  Marmiis  of  Lcuudawne  apprehended, 
that  it  would  have  been  the  unquestionable 
tight  of  a  British  ship  to  prevent  the 
sailing  of  Buonapanft  for  France  with 
arms  and  armed  troops.  Upon  such  a 
subject,  however,  precise  instructions  ought 
to  have  been  given ;  and  because  ministers 
bad  failed  in  this  doty,  he  thought  soffi* 
cient  grounds  had  been  laid  for  the  mo- 
tion, which  went  to. inquire  inV>the  foroe 
in  the*  Mediterranean,  and  upon  what 
•enrict  it  waa  ampioyedt^-Tha  noble 


marqoia  then  proceeded  |o  notice  other 
parts  of  the  speech  of  the  earl  of  Liver* 
pool,  and  particularly  that  in  which  he 
had  asserted  that  Buonaparte  had  never 
justified  his  return  to  France  on  the  ground 
that  the  articles  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontain- 
bleau  had  not  been  fulfilled.  In  opposi- 
tion to  this  assertioni  he  quoted  a  passage 
from  a  proclamation  of  BuonapartI,  dated 
from  Bourgogne,  the  8th*  of  March*  in 
which  he  expressly  complained  of  a  vio* 
lation  of  the  Treaty  with  respect  to  him- 
self and  his  wife  and  son.  Supposing, 
however,  that  this  positive  proof  did  not 
exist,  still  it  did  not  follow  that  Boona^ 
part6  did  not  feel  that  he  had  a  right  to 
complain,  although  he  did  not  think  it 
prudent  to  notice  that  sobject  in  his  pro- 
clamations. He  was  there  addressing  the 
people  of  France,  not  appealing  to  the 
Allies;  and  Buonapart£  at  least  deserved 
this  credit  for  wisdom^  that  instead  of  in* 
sisting  upon  his  own  personal  claims,  he 
had  placed  in  the  front,  tbe  assertion  that 
the  Bourbons  had  not  performed  their 
part  of  the  compact  with  the  people  of 
France,  and  consequently  that  tne  latter 
were  released  from  their  allegiance.  He 
established  his  foundation  upon  that  af- 
fection of  his  adherents  and  of  the  army, 
which  lord  Castlereagh  had  assigned  as 
his  reason  ibr  assenting  to  the  Treaty  of 
Fontainbleao :  if  the  motive  for  consent- 
ing were  so  strong,  the  stronger  ought  to 
be  the  motive  for  adhering  to  the  Treaty. 
The  ground  on  which  the  noble  mover 
had  rested  his  motion,  and  on  which  be 
should  give  it  his  support,  was,  that  with 
regard  to  the  main  point  of  the  security 
of  Europe,  as  connected  with  the  person 
of  Buonaparte,  no  proper  precautions  had 
been  employed  by  the  ministers  of  this 
country,  or. by  the  allies^-that  white  com- 
munications were  constantly  made,  assem- 
blies convened,  and  treaties  signed,  with 
regard  to  the  territories  of  the  varioua 
powers,  the  distribution  of  the  people  of 
Germany,  and  the  settlement  of  the  go* 
vernment  of  France  and  of  other  coun- 
tries, nothing  had  been  done,  not  a  single 
step  had  been  taken  as  to  the  security  of 
the  person  of.  Buonapart6,  by  which  all 
the  regulations  made  by  the  Allies,  all 
the  determinations  of  the  Congress,  were 
to  be  permanent  and  efiectual.  Neither 
in  the  advance  upon  Paris,  nor  in  any 
subsequent  stage,  did  any  contingency  ii 
the  kind  we  had  recently  witnessed  app 
pear  to  have  been  contemplated.  In  the 
next  place  liia  lordabip  conlaaded,  that 
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was  pledged  pdraadyt  and  Napoieoo  had 
been  ioduoed  to  take  itept  in  conse- 
quence. The  reteU  of  a  breach  of  ihU  faith 
would  have  been  a  complete  4>iM»ltttioa 


bleaa  had  been  coacloded  on  groonds 
avowedly  auaatisfactory  to  the  Briiish 
minister,  no  provisional  preeautioni  on 
the  subject  of  the  residence  pf  Boona^art^ 
on  Elba  had  been  adopted ;  and  that 
doring  the  discussions  of  Congress,  while 
the  ministers  of  all  the  nations  of  Europe 
amused  themselves  with  contemplating  a 
variety  of  visionary  dangers,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effecting  changes  in  the  ancient 
habits  of  the  people,  sach,  for  iostonce,  as 
the  case  of  Genoa  ceded  te  the  King  of 
Sardinia;  yet  no  measures  bad  been  con- 
templated, and  much  less  taken,  against 
Hhe  more  certein,  proximate*  and  tearful 
danger  of  the  eso^^  of  Buonaparte  from 
BUnu  On  these  grounds  he  should  sap« 
port  the  Address  of  his  noble  friend* 

Earl  B^ikwni  ^aid,  that  if  this  debate 
bad  taken  place  this  day  last  year,  and  if 
the  noble  lords  apposite  bad  then  so  d^ 
livered  themsel?ei»  and  had  teld  the 
Honse  all  the  dangers  of  the  ariaagement 
in  question*  and  had  pointed  it  out  as  one 
which  the  circomstancea  of  the  case  did 
not  justify*  founded  as  they  stete  it  te 
have  been  in  acta  of  gross  iigostice*  then 
night  they  have  obtained  seme  credit  lor 
foresight.  As  il  wai^  he  wna  at  a  iom  te 
conceive  how  they  justified  their  conducly 
thinking  the  Treaty  bottemed  in  some  in- 
juaticei  in  remaining  silent  either  at^  the 
time  they  were  apprised  of  it*  or  when 
their  attention  was  called  te^  it  by  teldng 
inte  consideration  the  Treaty  of  Pun, 
which  necessarily  lefened  te  this  Treaty 
of  Fontainbteau.  They  then  contem- 
plated it  with  perfect  silence*  and  gsve 
their  unanimoua  vote  of  assent  to  it.  Al- 
though the  noble  mai^uis  who  made  the 
present  motion  had  been  reproached  with 
this  before*  yet  he  had  not  a  single  word 
te  say  against  it  in  his  reply.  The  fact 
was*  that  if  any  arrangement  hdd  been 
made  as  te  what  should  be  done  with  the 
person  of  Buonapart6*  it  would  have  been 
uselem*  for  his  person  was  not  in  onr 
power.  Though  he  might  liave  had  but 
aO^OOO  men  at  that  time  (but  the  noble 
earl  was  inclined  te  think  the  number 
much  greater),  were  there  not  consider- 
able armies  in  other  parts  of  the  country  ? 
Though  the  capture  of  Paris  was  a  great 
advantage  to  the  Allies,  it  was  also  a  con- 
siderable embarraument  to  them;  for  if 
tiiey  had  made  a  folse  step*  they  had  no 
foieressm  to  retreat  to*  and  would  have 
been  put  to  the  usconvenience  ef  a  long 
nmnk  ihrongh  an  open 


of  the  alliance,  by  occasioning  an  appear* 
ance  of  breaking  faith  with  the  whole 
army  of  France :  their  honour  had  been 
committed  for  a  reueat  for  Buonapart^ 
and  bis  soldiers  had  come  over  only  con- 
ditionally to  such  retreat;  they  would 
have  again  JAen  part  with  him*  if  this 
▼iolation  of  honour  had  token  place* 
By  breaking  the  Treaty*  we  should  hav« 
armed  the  whole  country  against  us :  and 
whajt  would  havq^  been  the  langMage  of 
those  noble  lords*  who  were  so  fond  of 
peace*  if  in  consequence  of  lord  Castle- 
reagh's  Tiolating  this  Treaty,  war  had 
again  broken  out?  it  was  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  auent  to  the  Treaty*  or  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.  On  what  prin- 
ciple could  we  have  withheld  onr  opinion 
of  part  of  it*  and .  reserved  the  right  to 
discuss  it*  when  Buonaparte,  in  conse- 
quence of  our  consent*  had  abdicated  and 
retined  to  Elba  ?  As  to  the  question,  whe* 
ther  the  money  had  been  paid  him,  it  was' 
not  at  present  before  the  House:  we  were 
not  accounteble  for  it:  we  formed  na 
party  to  that  agreement*  which  was  be- 
tween Buonaparte  and  the  jSorereigns  of 
Austria*  Russia*  and  Prussia,  and  the  Pro- 
visional Government.  Their  not  having 
paid  the  money  was  no  infraction  of  the 
agreement  as  to  them,  unlem  they  had 
been  applied  to  and  refused  to  give  efleet 
to  the  Treaty.  The  sovereignty  of  Elba 
being  once  given  to  Buonaparte,  he  was 
invested  with  all  powers  of  empire.  Such 
an  agreement  mipht  have  been  wrong; 
but  being  made,  it  must  be  abided  by. 
As  to  the  number  of  frigates  stationed  lor 
the  purpose  of  preventing  his  escape,  he 
had  a  brig  which  he  had  a  right  to  take 
to  any  port  whatever;  and  in  point  of 
fact  it  had  before  been  to  some  French 
poru*  and  hsd  returned.  Unless  intelli- 
gence were  given  that  Boonapart6  was 
aboard  the  vessel*  it  was  impowible  to 
prevent  this.  With  respect  to  any  prepa- 
rations which  he  was  making  in  Elba  him« 
self*  from  the  very  nature  of  his  ezpedt* 
lion*  little  or  no  preparation  for  it  was 
necessary  :  they  began  on  the  very  day; 
three  merchantmen  were  accidentally 
there,  and  he  seiaed  on  them ;  and  no  pre- 
parations for  this  measure  could  be  fore- 
seen by  any  body,  for  none  were  made. 
As  to  ft  coDspiraey  betweeo  him  ami  the 
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iho9e  dangers  which  we  hoped  were  al  an 
eod,  and  placed  in  that  ?ery  situation  in 
which  the  noble  earl  triamphantly  asked, 
what  would   have  been  the  feelinsa  of 
England  and  of  Europe,  had  they  placed 
us  •  in    th^    sitaation   we    were  in  pre- 
vious to  the  conclusion  of  peaoe  ?     God 
forbid  that  they  should  omit  the  first  duty 
which  was  imposed  on  them,  the  doty  of 
providing  every  means  to  look  the  danger 
in  the  fisce-^and  like  'men  who,  though 
disappointed  in'  their  hopes,  and  exponed 
to  a  recurrence  of  all  those  evils  from 
which  they  had  erery  reason  to  believe 
they  were  freed^  were  yet  determined  not 
to  be  wanting  to  themselves,  to  Europe, 
and  to  posterity.     But  having  strength^ 
enedtbe  arms  of  Goremment,  even  in  the 
hands  by  whom  il  was  at  present  conr 
ducted —having  done  every  thing  which 
their  aitoation  required-shaving  recom* 
oi^nded'  the   adoption  •  of  measures    of 
vigour,  and'of  onion  and  concert  with  oar 
Anies,«i-did  not  England  and  Europe  now 
require  of  them,  that  they  should  caat 
their  eyes  on  the  event  which  had  re- 
duced them  to  that  situation,  that,  they 
should  endeavour  to  trace  the  causes  of 
the  past  calamity,  for  the  sake  of  provid- 
ing against  its  recurrence  io  future  i  Con- 
vinced he  was,  that  all  -fhose*  sftcrifircea 
which  we  might  be  still  called  on  to  make, 
might  have  been  prevented  by  the  exer- 
;ciae  of  common  foresight  and  precaution. 
Those  to  whom  the  public  interests  were 
entrusted,  had  not  bestowed  the. smalleat 
4>article  of  caution  with  respect  to  the 
very  circumstance  which  most  of  all  othera 
required  iL    After  the  re^reraes  of  B^onn- 
part6 .  in  Russia,   when  the  •  contest  •  waa 
•brouffbt  finally  bom%  to  the  country  which 
bad  &r  20  years  deluged  all  Europe  with 
blood,  the  success  of  the  Allies  was  every 
where  •  confidently .  anticipated.     There 
were  two  modes  of  proceeding  open  to  the 
Allits,in  looking  to  the  security  of  Europe. 
Oae  of  these  modes  was,  in  taking  that 
lecurity  from  the  then  existing  Govern- 
ment of  France,  by  obtaining  from  it  fa- 
vourable terms  of  peace.    The  other  mode 
of  security  Was,  to  re-establish  the  regal 
Government'  in    France,   and    to    grant 
France    more    favourable    conditions,  of 
peace  than  would  have  been  conceded 
under  other  circumstances.     He  had  no 
doubt  in  hia  own  mind  which  of  these  two 
modes  waa  the  bttX ; .  but  itwas  nnnecea- 
aary  now  to  enlarge  on  thai  subject:  both 
mooca  were,  tried  ;  the  firtt  (ailed,  and  in 
Goaaaqoflocn  of  that  f aUnro  tht  atccodivM 


interior  of  France,  where  could  informa-* 
tion  of  that  be  obtained  ?  In  the  island  of 
Elba,  where  he  posaesaed  the  whole  power, 
hr  in  France  ?  No  blame  attached  to  his 
Majesty 'j  Government  on  any  of  these 
grounds.  The  noble  earl  then  alluded  to 
-a  subject,  on  which,  he  said,  h%  was  almost 
ashamed  to  trouble  the  House— the  infor- 
mation which  a  Mr.  Playfair  bad  stated 
he  was  able  to  communicate  to  govern- 
ment of  the  plan  of  Buonapiirte.  When 
Mr.  Playfair  was  asked  whether  the  per- 
son from  whom  he  received  his  informa- 
tion, was  a  friend  to  Booflapart6  or  the 
Bourbons— 'how  he  became  acquainted 
with  him«— w^bat  had  induced  him  to  make 
the  commcnication — where  be  could  be 
seen— to  all  these  questions  no  answer 
could  be  returned.  He  had  assured  Mr. 
Playfair,  that  if  he  was  able  to  substantiate 
his  statement  by  proof,  he  should  be  re- 
watded.   Mr.  Playfair  knew  where  to  find 

•  him  if  he  had  any  aoch  proofs ;  and  if  be 

•  did  not  bring  them  forward,  no  blame 
could  attach  to  ariy  other  person^  » At  his 
solicitation,  the  French  ambassador  gave 
him  a  passport;  and  a  letter  of  introdoc«> 
tion  to  M.  de  Blacaa;  but  Mb  never  heard 
of  Mr.  Playfair  after ;  and  when  Mr. 
Playfair  was  asked  why  he  did  not  avail 
himself  of  the  passport  and  the  letter*  the' 

'  reason  he  gave  was,  that  the  letter  was 
sealed..  The  noble  earl  concluded  by  do- 
daring,  that  he  saw  no  reason  whatever 
for  acceding  to  the  motion. 

Lord    Ch'enviUe   said,  that  the   noble 
earl    opposite    had    asked;   what -would 
have  been  the  feelings  of  England  and 
of    Europe,    if,    by    a    difierent  line  of 
conduct  from   that  which  was   adopted' 
towards   Buonapart6,  they   had  exposed 
Europe  to  a  renewal  of  the  sanie  dangers, 
and  to  the  necessity  of  a  renewal  of  the 
aame  eBbrts  ?   They  were  now  exposed  to 
the  same  dangers-^hey  were  now  renew-* 
ing  the  same  efforts,  and  it  was  of  the 
noble  earl  that  England  and  Europe  had 
now  to  'ask  how  it  had  happened,  that 
after  such  a  sacrifice  of  treasure  as  waa 
weighing    down   this   country— -after    so 
.much  valuable  blood  had  been*  poured  out 
.like  water — afier  all  the  favours  of  fortune 
.heaped  on  a  just  cause— -after  all  the  suc- 
cess that  the  most  sanguine  supportera  of 
the  cause,  in  their  most  aanguineniomente, 
>could    not    have    expected,    which*   had 
.blessed  the  arms  of  justice— that  all  theae 
.aacrificea,  all  theae  efforts,  and  all  that< 
success  were  rendered  'vain,  and  that  we 
were  now  exposed  to  a  recorronce^  of  all 
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retorted  to.  It  was  a  little  onreasonable 
in  bit  noble  friend  who  fpoke  lait^-to  ob- 
ject that  those  persons  with  whom  he  acted 
had  complained  that  the  proposed  Treaty 
of  Chatilion  was  not  concluded,  because 
to  those  friends^  and  to  himself  in  parti- 
cular,  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of  Chatilion, 
were  altogether  unknown.  That  Treaty 
bad  always  been  hitherto  withheld, — for 
what  reason  he  did  not  know,  but  such  wu 
the  fact ;  and  how  far  therefore  it  woold 
hare  been  proper  or  improper  to  hate 
made  peace  on  the  terms  of  the  Treaty 
of  Chatilion,  was  not  known  to  them.  Bot 
if  what  he  bad  heard  romoored  was  cor- 
rect, so  far  from  making  any  complaint 
that  peace  was  not  made  on  those  term»«- 
if  soch  a  peace  had  been  made  as  that 
which  had  reached  him  on  romoor,  he  for 
one  should  have  given  his  most  decided 

rosition  to  it  on  those  conditions.  He 
not  say  this  now  for  the  first  time,  for 
that  determination  was  known  to  many 
persons  al  that  time.  So  much  for  the 
Treaty  of  Chatilion.  But  on  those  terms 
the  peace  was  not  concluded;  and  the 
mllied  Sover,eigns  determined  and  de- 
clared that  security  could  be  no  longer 
obtained  in  that  course,  bot  only  by  such 
m  change  in  the  government  of  rrance  as 
should  enable  them  to  treat  with  France 
for  peace  wiih  any  hope  of  safely ;  and 
that  they  wou\d  therefore  make  peace  on 
grounds  more  advantageous  to  France  than 
tney  could  grant  under  other  circum- 
stances. Of  the  propriety  of  this  decia* 
ration  he  entertained  no  doubt ;  but  of  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  it  he  needed 
not  at  present  to  say  any  thing.  They 
determined  to  look  to  such  a  security  as 
the  success  of  their  arms  entitled  them  to 
expect.  -  In  plain  terms  they  declared, 
that  the  removal  of  the  Individual  who 
then  held  the  government  of  France,  was 
ani  object  which  they  had  to  accomplish 
before  any  hope  of  peace  could  be  enter- 
tained. From'  that  time,  on.  what,  he 
woold  aski  hinged  the  negociation*-on 
what  hinged  the  war— *what  was  the  ob- 
ject to  be  gained  by  negociation?  It  was 
the  secbrity  reiolting  from  the  exclusion 
of  Boonapart^  from  the  throne  of  France ; 
and  unless  they  obtained  that  security,  they 
failed  in  the*  whole  object  of  their  exer- 
tions. To  prove  to  their  lordships  that 
that  security  could  not  have  been  obtained 
by  the  course  which  was  adopted,  would 
at  this  day  not  be  a  waste  of  words  only. 
Eleven  months  had  not  elapsed  before  the 
aame  apprehensions  were  entertained  from 
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the  same  individuaj  in  ihe  same  situation, 
who  had  assumed  the  same  power,  and 
God  grant  that  he  might  not  exert  th» 
same  meant,  which  so  long  had  been  the 
scourge  and  terror  of  Europe  !     Nothing 
but  extreme  necessity  could  have  induced 
the  Allies  to  come  to  the  determination. of 
declaring  his  exclusion  from  the  throne  of 
France  indispensable  to  the  security  of 
Europe.     When   it  was  argued  1)y  the 
noble  lords,  as  if  it  was  a  matter  of  com- 
parative   advantage,  and    that,  perhaps, 
something  more   might   have  been  ob- 
tained by  the  adoption  of  measures  which, 
would    necessarily    have    been    accom- 
panied by  a  certain  degree  of  hasard, 
he  woold  say  that  this  wm  a  most  unfair 
view  of  the  case.    The  fact  was»  that  they 
had  obtained  nothing  of  that  which  they 
had  made  the  whole  binge  of  their  con- 
duct.   The  noble  earl  seemed  willing  to 
persuade  their  lordships,  that  Buonaparte 
at  Fontainbleau  had    power  to    iiupiro 
them,  with  the  same  degree  of  terror  as 
when  he  was  at  the  head  of -his  triumphant 
armies :  he  had  almost  told  them  that  he 
was  enabled  to  dictate  peace  to  the  Allies, 
and  not  they  to  dictate  peace  to  him, 
and  that  they  had,  therefore,  by  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  contented  to  relinquish 
that  which  they  themtelves  professed  to 
be  the  hinge  of  security— his  expoUion 
from  the  throne  of  France.    With  what 
grace  did  it  come  from  an  Englishman,* 
that  Soult  and  Sochet  were  formidable  in 
the  South,  when  they  were  in  presence  of 
a  Chief  who  had  so  often  fought  and  con- 
quered them,  and  who,  in  fact,  after  that 
transaction  did  defeat  that  very  army  now 
described  as  so  formidable  ?  These  were 
very  different  sentiments  from  those  which 
ought  to  have  inspired  an  Englishman  at 
that  time;   when  firmness  of  mind  and 
character  were  so  much  required.     With 
respect  to  the  French  army  of  Italy,  was 
it  not  kept  in  check  by  the  army  which 
was  opposed  to  it  f  Could  that  army  by 
any  possibility  have  marched  to  the  assist- 
ance   of    Buonaparte   at  Fontainbleau? 
And  with  respect  to    the    garrisons   in 
Dantzic^on  the  Rhine,  of  the  Elbe,  were 
their  lordships  to  be  told  that  that  which 
was  a  source  of  weakness,  they  having 
garrisons  at  such  a  distance  that  they 
could  not  bo  available  in  the  centre  of  the 
country,  was  a  circumstance  in  his  favour? 
The  argument  reduced  itself  to  this,  that 
with  his  army  in  the  south  of  France, 
where  we  had  a  veteran  army  which  had 
so  efiea  been  fooad  invincible ;  witit  tho 
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force  io   Italy*  which  watf    completely 
occupied;  wUh  an  army,  he  would  not 
cpntend  whether  of   20,000   or   SO^OOO 
men,    but  which  had   been    repeatedly 
broken  and  defeatedj  and  what  was  itili 
more  than  all  these  defeati*  hartieed  by 
repeated  marches  for  the  sake  of  defena- 
ing  Paris ;  that  Baohapart6  at  the  head  of 
twenty  or  thirty  thousand  men  woold  be 
able   to  face  the  Allies  at  the  bead  of 
llSO,000  men«  and  with  all  Europe  to  sup« 
port  that  cause  for  which  they  were  fight- 
ings   The  noble  lord  would  have  them 
believe  that  it  was  just*  wise,  and  neoes* 
eary,  rather  than  encounter  the  bastard  of 
meeting  Buonaparte  on   such  terms,  to 
leave  him  completely  at  liberty  at  any 
moment  he  might  think  fit  to  re-assume 
that  government,  the  exclusion  from  which 
was  declared  t^  be  the  only  hope  of  iecu* 
rily  to  Europe.     The   noble  lord    had 
asked  in  a  triumphant  manner,  why  objec« 
tions  were  not  made  on  this  side  of  the 
House  to  the  Treaty  of  Foutainbleav,  and 
in  particular  to  the  cession  of  the  sove-' 
reignty  of  Elba.    Why  were  those  objec- 
tions not  made  ?  In  what  country,  in  what 
House,  to  what  persons  were  these  ques- 
tions addressed  ?    And  was  there  a  man 
who  heard  him,  be  he  who  he  would,  who 
could  lay  his  hand  on  his  heart,  a(nd  say 
he  approved  of  the  Treaty,  or  the  terms 
which  Were  granted  to  Buonaparte  in  that 
Treaty?   Was  it  possible  that  the  lipble 
lord  and  hia  colleagues  were  so  surrounded 
by  flatterers,  so  insensible  to  the  voice  of 
the  country,  so  destitute  of  friends  to 
speak  to  them  in  the  language  of  sincerity, 
that  they  did  not  know  that  that  Treaty 
was   acquiesced  in,  merely  because  the 
terms  of  it  were  not  known,  but  it  was 
too  late  for  them  to  be  changed ;  and  that 
it  met  with  the  disapprobation  of  every 
individual  of  the  countries  of  the  nego<^ 
ciators  ?  The  noble  lord,  in  order  to  cover 
their  negligence  and  want  of  subsequent 
precaution,  had  described  the  Treaty  as 
far  more  favourable  to  Buonaparte  than 
was  ever  before  understood  in  this  coon- 
try,  or  in  any  other  country  of  Europe,  or 
b^  the  individual  himself  who  was  prin- 
cipally concerned.     Because,  as  to  the 
whole  of  the  blazoned  independence  and 
freedom  of  sovereignty,  that  individual 
told  them  that  the  breach  of  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  had  restored  him  to  his 
throne  and  to  liberty-^to  liberty,  because 
he  did  not   conceive  that  by  banishing 
him  to  the  island  of  Elba»  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Allies  to  leave  to  him  the  cbotco 


of  retummg  again  to  France,  and  re- 
aisomiag  that  government  whenever  he 
pleaaed.    He  conceived  that  he  was  not 
only  exclnded  from  the  throne,  but  feu» 
lered  and  deprived  of  his  liberty.    That 
the  words  of  the  Treaty  would  bear  that 
iofterpretation,  or  any  other  interpretation 
which  any  man  might  choose  to  piit  upon 
them,  he  was  rejmy  to  admiL    He  had 
given  the  framera  of  this  Treaty  far  more 
than  they  were  entitled' to— he  bad  placed 
all  the  ambiguity,  absurdity,  and!  inac- 
curacy with  which  it  abounded,  to  a  wish 
entertained  on  their  part  to  manage  the 
feelings  of  the  individual^  and  of  thoso 
who  were  connected  with  him:  and  ho 
had  supposed  that  there  were  some  secret 
engagements  for  the  purpose  of  making  it 
effectual,    whiqh    were    purposely    not 
brought  before  the  public*   But  the  whole 
bulwark    and    security    of  Europe   was 
utterly  unprovided  for  in  this  Treaty.  After 
the  noble  earl  had.  contended  that  ih6 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  was  wise  and  no* 
cessary,  he  told  them  that  our  plenipo* 
tentiary  hastened,  on  hearing  of  it,  to 
Paris,  to  protest  against  it.    After  all  the 
vain  boasting  which  they  had  heard,  of  tha 
success  of  Europe  being  principally  duo 
to  the  councils  and  efibrU  of  Great  Britain, 
it  now  came  out,  that  when  the  decisive 
step  was  taken  which  was  to  purchase  the 
security  of  Europe,  there  was  either  no 
British  minister  to  take  a  part  with  Russia 
or  Prussia,  or  if  present,  that  the  influence 
of  Great  Britain  was  so  siqall  as  tp  be  nn« 
able  to  prevent  the  preci  pi taler"  adoption 
of  an  arrangement  so  injurious  to  thia 
country,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  re^ 
paired  to  Paris  and  endeavoured  to  pre^ 
vent  it  from  being  carried  into  execution. 
Highly  as  he  respected  the  persons  of  the 
Sovereigns  and  the  Governments  of  the 
Allies,  desirous  as  he  was  of  acting  in 
union  and  concert  with  them,  and  con- 
vinced as  he  was  that  by  such  union  and 
concert  alone  Europe  could  yet  be  saved, 
he  would  not  allow  that  England  ought  to 
have  held  a  subordinate  station  on  such 
an  occasion,  and  that  a  step  of  such  mag- 
nitude should  have  been  taken,  not  only 
without  the  approbation/but  without  even 
the  knowledge  of  her  agents*.    The  noble 
earl,  who  was  not  consistent  in  any  of  hia 
argomenta,  had  told  them  that  we  had  no 
right  to  interfere  wKh  Buonapart6  in  Elba, 
as  he  was  a  sovereign  prince ;  but  at  the 
same  time  he  had  told  them  that  there  was 
an  understanding  with  one  of  our  officers 
to  intercept  his  return.    How  could  he  re* 
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ieoneile  this  \  Was  it  true  tbftt  th«re  wm 
fluch  an  apderstanding  entertained  by  any 
B^miral  ?  And^  if  true,  wliere  was  the  se- 
curity ^ '  It  could  only  coostti  in  this,  that 
excefH  Baonaparl4  sent  word  to  the  ad«- 
mfaral  that  he  was  going  to  Francet  or  that 
be  was  going  to  Tiolate  the  Treaty^  the 
oAcer  was  placed  in  a  situation  by  which 
bo  was  obliged  to  take  upon  himself  the 
reiponsibiiity  of  etthet  rannkig  the  risk  of 
plnoghig  the  coontry  into  war  or  brmging 
France  into  the  sttoation  in  which  she  was 
9^  present  placed.  The  noble  lord,  after 
m  tnioftber  of  other  observations  on  this 
tobjecty  concluded  with  observing,  that 
by  allowing  the  brig  of  Buonaparte  to 
tail  between  Elba  and  France,  a  way  was 
pATed  for  the  return  of  that  individual  to 
France,  and  the  change  of  the  whole  state 
of  Europe.  Nothing  could  be  a  stronger 
proof  of  the  culpable  negligence  displayed 
on  this  occasion— «nd  this  incredible  event 
would  hereafter  appear  a  fable  rather  than 
Matory ;  because  no  person  who  bad  not 
beard  the  noble  earl  speak,  would  ever  be- 
lieve that  any  men,  charged  with  a  doty 
of  such  importance  at  snch  a  conjuncture, 
would  abandon  the  task  reposed  in  them 
in  a  manner  so  reprehensible. 

Viscount  MdvUk  said,  that  it  was  very 
ensy  for  noble  lords  to  argue  in  that 
House  what  coarse  of  conduct  might  have 
been  more  advantageously  pursued;  but 
when  il  was  rememWed  that  the  Allied 
Sovereigns,  who  were  on  the  spot,  flushed 
with  victory,  and  able  td  judge  of  all  the 
circumstances,  felt  that  there  were  diffi- 
culties which  ought  to  induce,  and  which 
in  hex  did  induce  them  to  condude  the 
arrangements  in  question,  it  surely  was 
not  too  much  to  set  their  opinions  against 
those  of  the  noble  fiords.  He  understood 
that  it  was  unanimously  assented  to,  that 
some  such  arrangement  as  was  ultimately 
determined  on  was  absolutely  necessary. 
With  regard  to  the  actual  residence  of 
Buonaparte  in  Elba,  it  had  been  shown  by 
bis  noble  friend,  that  he  was  understood 
to  possess  all  the  rights  of  sorereig^ty 
there ;  and  what  rights  could  appertain  to 
that  sovd^eignty^  if  those  of  personal  li« 
berty  were  denied  ?  The  noble  lords  op- 
posite had  argued  as  if  Buonapart6  were 
actually  a  prisoner,  instead  of  a  severely 
possessing  certain  consequent  immunities 
and  privileges.  A  great  deal  had  been  said 
about  the  instructions  which  should  have 
been  issued  to  our  admiral  commanding 
in  the  Mediterranean;  but  of  all  those 
■oble  lordf  who  tlelivered  their  opinion 
(  VOL.  XXX. ) 
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on  that  siA)ject,  not  one  of  ihetti  had  ven- 
tured to  intimate  what  sort  of  instructions 
should  have  been  given.  In  fact  the 
greatest  difficulty  would  have  attended 
any  atteihpt  to  define  all  the  possible  casea 
in  which  it  would  have  been  justifiable  to 
have  interfered,  upon  the  principle  that 
they  were  contraventions  ol'  the  Treaty  of 
Fontainbleau.  Admiral  Hallowell,  in* 
deed,  bad  declared  his  determination  to 
intercept  Boonapart6,  if  he  had  found  him 
quitting  the  island  of  Elba  with  any  bos* 
tile  intent;  and  the  same  determination 
most  have  occurred  to  any  admiral  com- 
manding on  that  station,  wtio  had  read  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleau. 

The  Marquis  of  Bmckingkam  said,  that  if 
the  circumstances  of  the  present  timet 
could  excite  any  feelings  but  those  of  the 
strongest  indignation,  it  most  be  those  of 
pity  and   compassion  for  the  miserable 
case  which  ministers  had  been  able  to 
make  out.    The  noble  earl  opposite  had 
ironically  congratulated  the  noble  mar- 
quis, who  originated  the  present  motion, 
upon    bis   present   wisdom.      He  would 
to    God   he  could    return    the    compli- 
ment in  sincerity,  and  applaud  the  wis* 
dom    of  the   noble   earl  and    his    col- 
leagues.    But  ii  was  their  late  wisdom 
which  he  threw  in  their  teeth;    it  was 
their  extraordinary  blindness  which    he 
animadvert^  upon,  and  which  had  eat- 
poaed  them  to  the  indignation  of  their 
country.    The  Treaty  upon  which  they  so 
lately  prided  themselves,  they  now  told 
the  House  was  incompatible  with  the  se» 
cnrity  of  the  objects  it  professed  to  main- 
lain;  they  now  avowed  without  hesita- 
tion, that  in  sending  Buonapart6  to  Elba, 
be  was  sent  to  a  place  from  which  it  waa 
imponible  to  prevent  his  escape.    If  so, 
why  was  he  sent  there  at  all  ?  In  censur- 
ing that  arrangement  they  were  not  trying 
the  conduct  of  the  Allies  of  Great  Bri- 
tain; it  was  the    Government  of  Great 
Britain  they  were  arraigning.    Why  did 
a  minister  of  this  country  suffisr  such  a 
treaty  to  be  entered  upon  without  his  con- 
currence ?  What  was  the  professed  object 
of  that  Treaty  ?  To  secure  the  peace  and 
tranquillity  of  Europe.     Had  they  ob- 
tained those  objects?    Were  the   peace 
and    tranquillity  of  Europe  secured?  If 
they  were  not,  with  what  face  could  his 
Majesty's  Ministers  come  to  that  House, 
and  boast  of  their  acceding  to  that  very 
part  of  the  Treaty  which  had  alone  pre- 
vented the  accomplishment  of  those  ends  ? 
The  flattering  delusion  had  already  passed 
(2P) 
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away*  though-,  they  all  remembered  bow 
recently  it  was  the  cry  oC  the  day  that 
the  deliverance  of  Europe  was  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  councils  of  the  noble  earl. 
That  cry  was  the  burthen  of  every  soUg 
and  every  speech  in  praise  of  Ministers. 
The  Peace  of  Paris,  it  was  said*  had  been 
the  reward '  of  perseverance  ;  nay,  the 
noble  earl  himself  was  so  convinced  of  it, 
.  that  he  had  the  motto  "  Peace,  the  Re- 
ward of  Perseverance/'  emblazoned  in 
burning  letters  on  the  front  of  his  house. 
But  how  had  the  Peace  of  Paris  been  re- 
warded ?  Let  the  noble  lord  look  at  the 
glittering  star  which  shone  upon  his 
breast,  and  he  would  know  at  least  how 
he  had  been  rewarded  for  that  peace. 
With  respect  to  the  other  rewards  which 
that  peace  bad  procured,  one  of  them 
now  appeared  to  be  the  escape  of  that 
man  from  the  island  of  Elba,  whose  pre- 
sence in  France  threatened  to  deluge 
Europe  again  with  blood ;  nor,  as  it  ap- 
peared, had  any  adequate  instructions 
been  given  to  prevent  his  escape.  A  gal- 
lant officer,  indeed,  was  permitted  to  risk 
the  probability  of  involving  Europe  in 
.war,  if  he  chose  to  act  upon  his  own  re- 
sponsibility; but  no  positive,  no  precise 
instructions  were  given,  though  a  sort  of 
understanding,  it  was  said,  existed  with 
the  admiral.  There  certainly  appeared 
.to  be  an  understanding  in  the  admiral, 
and  he  wished  there  had  been  as  much  in 
the  noble  lords.  He  would  not  detain  the 
House  any  longer,  as  be  could  not  enter 
upon  a  variety  of  arguments  which 
pressed  upon  him,  without  weakening  the 
speech  of  his  noble  relative;  and  he 
snould  therefore  sit  down,  in  the  confident 
hope  that  the  motion  of  the  noble  mar- 
quis would  be  agreed  to. 

The  Earl  of  Aberdeen  said  that  he  was 
chiefly  anxious  to  correct  some  miscon- 
ceptions which  seemed  to  exist  with  re- 
spect to  the  condition  of  Baonapart^»  at 
the  time  he  was  at  Fontainbleau.  From 
the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  who  were 
on  the  spot,  and  in  a  condition  to  form  an 
accurate  judgment,  it  was  ascertained  that 
if  by  any  mo?ement  of  the  Allies  on  the 
corps  of  0uonapart6  that  body  should  be 
annihilated,  and  he  himself,  perhiTps,  de- 
stroyed also,  the  French  army  were  so 
anxious  about  his  fate,  that  the  war  would 
not  then  have  been  terminated ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  expected  they  would 
have  rallied  round  bis  marshals  and  pro* 
tracted  the  contest  to  an  indefinite  period. 
It  was  from  that  view,  and  from  a  desire 


that  the  army  might  be  transferred  to  the 
legitimate  dynasty  in  a  state  of  mind  that 
would  secure  their  services,  that  the  ar- 
rangements at  Fontainbleau  were  entered 
into;  and  he,  for  one,  certainly  never  did 
expect,  after  the  unanimous  acts  of  ad- 
herence, and  the  protestations  of  fidelity 
proffered  by  that  army  to  Louis  1 8,  that 
they  would  have  violated  them  so  soon  ; 
in  fact,  he  thought  better  of  human  na- 
ture than  to  suppose  such  baseness  pos- 
sible. The  noble  earl  then,  vindicated 
the  conduct  of  lord  Castlereagh  from  the 
imputations  of  lord  Grenvillei  and  con- 
tended, that  he  bad  not  only  hastened  to 
Paris  with  all  possible  expedition,  but 
that  when  he  arrived  he  did  all  in  his 
power  to  prevent  the  Treaty  from  being 
concluded,  and  at  last  modified  it  as  far  aa 
it  was  practicable  under  existing  circum- 
stances. The  Treaty  itself  was  concluded 
under  the  pressure  of  difficulties;  every 
moment  was  precious ;  and  the  chiefs  of 
the  army  could  not  answer  for  their  troops 
an  hour,  unless  some,  soch  arrangement 
was  determined  on. 

Earl  Grt^  said,  that  it  was  not  his  in- 
tention, after  the  length  to  which  the  de- 
bate had  gone,  to  have  .offered  his  senti- 
ments at  all,  had  it  not  been  for  some  roost 
extraordinai'y  things  which  had  fallen  from 
two  noble  lords  opposite.  It  was  impos- 
sible, however,  to  let  those  observations 
pass  without  some  short  noticeu  A  noble 
earl  (Liverpool)  had  told  them,  that  not- 
withstanding the  triumphant  march  of  |he 
Allies  into  Paris— notwithstanding  the  glo- 
rious successes  which  had  led  to  that 
catastrophe— notwithstanding  the  proud 
hopes  which  were  justly  founded  upon 
those  successes — the  Allies  were^  com- 
pelled, as  a  matter  of  necessity,  to  submit 
to  arrangements  which,  in  their  conse- 
quences, as  they  now  developed  them- 
selves, menaced  Europe  with  new  dan- 
gers; and  those  were  among  the  first 
fruits  of  that  great  and  glorious  success 
which  had  crowned  the  efforts  of  thia 
country,  for  the  maintenance  of  its  own 
independence  and  the  safety  of  the  world. 
And  how  had  that  necessity  been  pro- 
duced? Why,.according  to  the  testimony 
of  the  noble  earl  who  spoke  last,  it  existed 
in  the  Allies  being  compelled  to  treat 
with  a  person  who  at  that  moment  was  in 
situation  of  soch  despair,  discomfiture,  and 
dejection,  at  Fontainbleau — so  weak,  so 
desperate,  that  by  a  movement  of  the 
combined  troops  bis  army  would  bava 
been  destroyed,  and  its  leader  annihilated* 
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That  wat  the  declaration  of  a  person  who 
was  himself  on  the  spot,  and  had  the 
means  of  knowing  what  he  affirmed ;  and 
if  that  was  compared  with  the  statement 
of  the  noble  lord  who  described  the  situa- 
tion of  Baonapart^  to  be  so  formidable 
that  he  could  have  protracted  the  war,  it 
would  be  confessed  that  some  new  lighu 
of  policy  were  breaking  upon  them  with 
respect  to  that  transaction.  It  appeared 
that  the  IVeaty  of  FonUinbleau  had  been 
conclodedt  not  from  any  fear  of  the  re- 
aistance  which  Buonapari6  was  in  a  con- 
dition to  offer,  hot  from  the  desire  of  trans« 
ferring  to  the  King  of  France  that  army 


which  he  commanded,  in  a  good  temper ; .  gect  by  the  Admiralty,  or  at  least  to  inti- 


or,  to  use  the  words  of  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh),  who  wrote  with  the  same 
elegance  and  precision  that  he  spoke, 
«^  to  pass  that  army  over  to  the  King  in  a 
state  to  be  made  use  of/'  With  regard 
to  the  escape  of  Buonaparte  from  Elba,  he 
thought  there  was  a  great  degree,  of  cul- 
pable negligence  in  our  Gorernment*  The 
danger  of  such  an  escape  required  no 
extraordinary  foresight  to  anticipate ;  and 
yet|  because  it  was  impossible  so  her- 
metically to  seal  that  island  as  to  preclude 
all  possibility  of  escape^-becaose  they 
could  not "  make  assurance  double  sure, 
^•because,  in  fact,  every  thing  could  not 
be  done,  the  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  the 
Admiralty,  and  his  colleagues,  seemed  to 
think,  therefore,  that  they  were  released 
from  the  obligation  of  making  any  pro- 
visions against  such  an  event.  Consider- 
ing the  character  of  the  person  who  had 
been  placed  in  the  Isle  of  Elba,  consider- 
ing the  means  which  he  possessed,  and 
considering  the  views  which  had  been 
imputed  to  him,  was  ft  or  was  it  not  to  be 
expected,  that  he  would  make  a  descent 
on  France  or  Italy  ?  Why,  then,  had  not 
provision  been  made  against  such  an 
event  ?  Why  had  not  the  British  Admiral 
on  that  station  been  directed,  if  he  met 
Buonaparte  in  his  corvette,  armed,  and 
prepared  for  hostility,  to  detain  him,  and 
prevent  him  from  executing  his  purpose  ? 
If  he  could  collect  any  thing  from  the 
Aoble  viscount  (and  be  confessed  that  not 
much  of  the  noble  viscount's  speech  wu 
to  him  iutellieible)  it  was,  that  not  a  word 
of  instruction  nad  been  given  either  to  the 
admiral,  or  to  the  subordinate  naval  offi- 
cers. All  the  noble  viscount  had  said 
was,  that  admiral  Hallowell— a  name 
which  it  was  impossible  to  pronounce 
without  respect,  as  that  of  an  individual 
miv^rsally  honoured,  not  merely  for  the 


way  In  which  he  discharged  the  duties  of 
a  seaman,  hot  also  for  the  manner  in  which 
he  fulfiUed  the  more  extensive  obligatidns 
of  a  man  and  a  citizeti^-lbat  admiral  Hal- 
lowell had  expressed  his  determination,  if 
he  should  find  Buonaparte  engaged  in 
any  attempt  to  land  hostilely  on  the  con- 
tinental  shores,  on  his  own  discretion  to 
detain  him  and  prevent  him  from  exe- 
cuting his  purpose.  A  most  proper  de- 
termination. But  how  did  it  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  noble  viscount  ?  Was  it 
by  accident,  or  did  it  proceed  from  ad- 
miral Hallowell  himself,  as  the  precursor 
of  a  request  to  be  instructed  on  the  sub- 


mate  to  the  Admiralty  the  expediency  of 
instructing  his  successor  with  respect  to 
it  ?  Having,  in  whatever  way,  obtained  a 
knowledge  of  this  determination  of  ad- 
miral Hallowell,  ought  it  not  to  have 
served  as  a  hint  to  the  Admiralty  to  give 
those  instructions  to  his  successor,  which 
the  resolution  adopted  by  the  gallant  ad- 
miral proved  to  be  absolutely  necessary  ^ 
Such  appeared  to  him  to  be  the  breach  of 
doty  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty^s  minis- 
ters on  this  occasion,  that  if  Parliament 
and  the  country  expressed  a  disposition 
to  leave  power  in  such  hands,  they  must 
not  be  surprised  at  any  future  mischaucei 
that  might  occur.  A  great  danger  had 
existed,  against  which  it  had  been  the 
duty  of  ministers  to  provide.  The  motion 
for  their  lordships'  decision  was,  to  call 
on  ministers  for  the  steps  they  had  taken 
in  the  discharge  of  that  duty.  To  thai 
motion  their  lordships  most  accede,  nn« 
less  they  were  absolutely  indifferent  to 
the  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the 
nation  were  administered.  For  his  own 
part,  be  never  gave  a  vote  with  more 
complete  satisfaction,  and  with  a  more 
thorough  conviction  of  doing  his  public 
duty,  than  he  should  feel  that  night  in 
supporting  the  motion  of  hts  noble  friend. 
The  Earl  of  Buckmgfkam$hire  defended 
the  conduct  of  the  Admiralty  on  the  oc- 
casion in  question.  Did  any  roan  con- 
ceive that  the  naval  power  of  France  waa 
sunk  to  so  low  an  ebb,  that  it  was  impos-' 
sible  for  her  to  give  those  instructions  to 
her  navy  which  the  noble  earl  called  on 
our  Government  to  give  to  ours  ?  And  of 
which  of  the  two  nations  was  it  the 
greater  interest,  as  well  as  the  greater 
doty;  to  prevent  the  return  of  Buonapartft 
to  the  Continent?  The  object  of  the  late 
war  had  been  two-fold ;  the  one  to  re- 
move Buonaparti  from  France,  the  other 
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^o  prevent  bis  retarn  to  iu  JU  a  lecority 
for  the  latter*  tbe  restoration  of  the  Bour* 
bons  was  most  important.  Agreeing  with 
i\ie  noble  marquis  who  made  this  motion, 
that  it  was  by  a  narrow  chance  that  Booiia- 
parle  fell  into  tbe  situation,  the  ce«ult  of 
which  was  tbe  loss  of  his  throne^  he  thence 
contended*  that  the  best  course  which  this 
country  could  have  pursued  was  to  accede 
(as  we  had  acceded)  to  the  Treaty  pfiade 
vsiih  Buonapart6.  Their  lordships  had  that 
night  been  told  that  all  the  blood  and 
treasure  which  had  been  expended  during 
the  late  war,  had  been  wasted  in  vain. 
This  he  absplutely  denied.  We  had  ac- 
complished that  which  was  of  the  utmost 
importance  to  Europe.  Had  the  opinions 
of  the  noble  lords  opposite  mdeed  been 
listened  to,  the  efforts  made  by  this  coqn* 
try  in  Spain  would  have  been  omitted^ 
and  instead  of  discussing  tbe  merits  of 
such  a  Treaty  as  that  of  ronlainbleau,  we 
should  have  had  very  different  subjects 
for  consideration,  with  Buonaparte  in  pos* 
aesaion  of  the  whole  continent  of  Europe. 

The  Earl  of  Rois^  reprobated  the 
neglect  of  his  Ma^sty's  ministers  to  pro- 
vide some  means  against  the  return  to  the 
continent  of  a  person  whom  they  thesL- 
felves  characterised  as  the  greatest  enemy 
pf  the  peace  of  the  world.  A  small  force 
w<yild  have  been  sufficient  for  that  pur- 
pose ;  for  the  question  had  not  been  ar- 
gued fairly,  it  was  a  very  difieroBi 
operation  to  prevent  an  individual  from 
crossing  over  in  an  open  boat,  and  lo 
prevent  tbe  passage  of  an  armed  expedi- 
tion. Nothing  could  be  more  futile  than 
the  attempt  made  by  the  noble  earl  who 
bad  just  spoken,  to  justify  the  conduct  of 
the  British  Government,  bv  asserting  thai 
that  of  France  ivas  as  much  or  more  inte- 
rested in  tbe  subject.  Whether  the  Bour- 
bons had  the  same  means  and  the  same 
facilities  as  ourselves,  was  not  the  ques- 
tion. Our  Govecnment  had  a  distinct 
^oty  to  perform ;  they  neglected  it,  and 
if  their  lordships  refused  io  call  for  the 
papers  moved  for  by  his  noble  friend, 
tbey  wouldfl  in  his  opinion^  abandon  their 
duty. 

Their  lordships  then  divided : — Cob- 
tents,  21;  Noi-ContenU  33:  Majority^ 
S2. 

HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

Wednesday,  April  12. 

Scotch  Jury  Trial  B1L1..3  Mr.  W. 
puudai  moved  the  or<)e|  of  tba.^By  for 
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the  House  resolving  into  a  commilteo  on 
tbe  Bill  for  extending  the  Trial  by  Jury 
to  civil  causes  in  Scotland. 

Sir  Samuel  RamUiy  said,  he  did  not  rise 
to  oppose  the  progress  of  this  Bill.  Ha 
thoiight,  on  the  contrary,  that  it  ivas  a 
BiH  which  would  confer  the  most  impor* 
tai&t  benefits  on  Scotland.  He  could  b^ 
no  means  consider  it  as  a  mere  6speii«i 
meot,  but  as  an  immediate  remedy  for  a 
great  practical  evil.  From  bis  own  oxp 
perience  in  appeal  causes  from  Scotland, 
be  knew  that  the  greater  part  of  ihem 
turned  upon  mere  matters  of  fact.  The 
mode  of  trying  these  questions  bow  in 
Scotland  was  enormously  espeosive  as  weU 
as  dilatory.  A  case  which  in  England 
might  be  disposed  of  by  a  jury  gte  or  six 
weeks  after  tbe  action  was  brought,  was 
often  pending  in  Scotland  for  seven  or 
eight  years.  There  was  another  groat 
advantage,  in  thn  trial  by  jury,  that  the 
countenance,  the  deportment,  and  tone  of 
voice  of  the  witness,  was  a  sort  of  iivinf 
commentary  on  tbe  value  of  his  testimony* 
This  was  an  advantage  that  trials  taken 
upon  written  depositions  could  aht  have- 
He  certainly  valued  highly  the  conscien- 
tious scruples  of  those  petitioners,  who 
supposed,  that  after  taking  the  juror's 
oath,  they  could  not  give  up  their  opiaioa 
to  their  fellow  jurors,  so  as  to  agree  upon 
a  verdict.  In  this  country,  hawever^ 
where  the  trial  by  jury  bad  existed  for 
np^any  centuries,  a  man  would  be  supposed 
to  have  a  very  perverted  understsutding^ 
if  he  could  imagine  that,  after  having  ad* 
vanced  all  the  arguments  he  could  in  snp* 
port  of  his  impressions,  be  would  be  per^ 
jured  in  finally  acquiescing  wi|h  tbe  opi- 
nions  of  the  majority,  and  finding  a  ver* 
diet  accordingly.  He  mpat  aJso  obaenre 
that  he  thought  this  Bill  night  be  a  pre^* 
cedent  for  important  amelioration  in  n 
part  of  the  English  lew.  In  our  £ccle<« 
siastical  courts,  the  proceedings  (which 
also  went  on  written  depositions)  wer^ 
enormously  expensive  and  dilatory.  He 
hoped  that  when  tbe  attention  of  the 
House  was  called  to  the  advantages  of 
trial  by  jury  in  Scotland,  they  would  also 
see  the  propriety  of  a  similar  mode  el 
trial  in  many  of  the  cases  before  oivr  Ec^ 
clesiastical  courts. 

*  Mr.  IV.  Dmidas  folly  agreed  with  the 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  in  his  remarks 
on  tbe  great  importance  -of  this  Bill,  and 
declared  that  he  had  no  wish  to  precips* 
tate  it  through  the  House;  on  the  con* 
^Hy»  be  wai  desirous  ei'peying  every  «li» 
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iMtim  to  the  prejadices  of  the  Scotch  I  one,  providing,  ihoi  when  a  jary  did  not 


nation  upon  the  aobjcct  Those  preja 
dices*  how«ver«  be  boped  woold  in  the 
end  bo  requovtdy  and  the  beneficial  objects 
of  the  Bill  anifeisally  admitted. 

Tbe  HowM  then  went  into  tbe  com- 
aaitteo.  To  the  first  fit e  claoses  no  ob- 
jection  was  made.    To  the  sixth  claose 

Mrf  W.  JhtudoM  proposed  an  amend* 
nseot»  ibe  object  of  which  was  to  proTide, 
that  after  ibe  death  of  the  commissioners 
which  should  be  first  appointed  to  pre* 
side  in  the  Jury  Conit  (one  of  whom,  for 
the  saiie  of  setting  tbe  maohine  going,  it 
was  iateii4ed  should  be  English},  all  the 
comoussioners  should  be  appcMnted  from 
anoog  Scoteb  barristers.  This  arrange- 
ment, he  thought,  woald  in  a  great  mea- 
sure remofo  the  jealousy  which  was  al 
present  felt  by  persons  in  Scotland  to* 
wards  this  measare. 

Mr.  ittovronke  disapproved  of  this 
araeodmenL  He  paid  a  high  compliment 
to  the  talents  and  fitness  of  the  gentleman 
whom  he  nnderstood  now  to  be  appointed 
(Mr*  Adam),  and  considered  it  as  one  of 
the  oNMt  imporUnt  paru  of  the  Bill,  that 
there  should  be  soow  one  commissioner  at 
least*  well  acquainted  with  the  rules  of 
evidence  in  this  country,  upon  trials  by 
jury.  He  thought  it  too  much  to  tie  op 
the  hands  of  tbe  executive  power  from 
appointing  any  such  person,  in  case  of 
the  death  of  the  gentleman  now  appointed. 

Mr.  Homer  supported  the  amendment 
He  thought  that  a  mere  English  barrister 
would  be  no  more  competent  to  try  causes 
according  to  the  law  of  Scotland,  than  a 
barrister  who  had  only  practised  In  Scot- 
Issid,  woold  be  to  sit  at  Guildhall  and  try 
cases  according  to  the  law  of  England. 
He  conceived  that  the  law  of  evidence  in 
Scotland  woold  be  improved  by  the  trial 
by  jury ;  but  it  roust  oe«  alter  all,  by  the 
Scotch  law  of  evidence,  and  not  by  the 
ijiglish  law,  that  thoee  trials  must  be  de- 
cided. If  there  was  any  attempt  to  trans- 
plant al  once  the  English  law  of  evidence 
into  Scotland,  he  was  sure  that  it  would 
faM. 

Tho  JLerd  ifdeoeoitf  of  Scotland  cordially 
^xproved  of  the  measore,  and  thought  the 
amendflnent  judiciously  introduced. 

Mr.  Gf<oker  alao  spoke  in  (hvoor  of  tbe 
amendment,  and  fully  acceded  to  the 
prepriety  of  the  commissioners  in  question 
beiiig  confined  to  tho  Scotch  bar.  The 
amendment  was  then  agreed  to«  and  the 
^mm  adopted.  Several  new  clauses 
/wnrrn  ihea  ptopoeed,  among  which  was 


agree  in  twelve  hours,  they  should  be  dis- 
missed, and  a  new  trial  granted.  TTiis 
latter  clsuse  excited  some  discussion,  in 
which  Mr.  Wilborforce,  lord  A.  Hamilton, 
sir  James  Mackintosh,  Mr.  C.  Grant,  Mr. 
Elliot,  Mr.  J.  P.  Grant,  lord  Binning,  sir 
S.  Romilly,  sir  H.  Montgomery,  and  tbe 
Lord  Advocate  of  Scotland,  took  part.  It 
was  finally  agreed  to,  and  the  House  re- 
sumed. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday,  April  15, 

OvBBTURE  or  Peace  from  Buona- 
parte'.]  The  Duke  of  iVoj/ott  asked, 
whether  any  formal  overture  from  Nspo* 
leon  Buonapari6,  since  his  return  to  tbe 
government  of  France,  had  been  received 
by  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

The  Earl  of  laocrpool  replied,  that  an 
overture  had  been  received  by  his  Ma«> 
jesty*s  Government  from  the  quarter  al- 
luded to,  and  that  it  had  been  traosmitted 
to  Vienna. 

Tbe  Duke  of  Norfolk  inquired,  whether 
the  noble  earl  had  any  objection  to  lay  a 
copy  of  this  overture  before  tbe  House  ^ 

Toe  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  it  would 
be  impossible,  under  present  circom* 
stances,  to  disclose  the  terms  of  this  over* 
ture. 

Tbe  Duke  of  Norfolk  expressed  a  wish 
to  know,  whether  ii  was  in  the  contempla* 
tion  of  the  noble  secretary  to  communi* 
cate  this  overture  to  the  House  ? 

The  Earl  of  Lwmool  suted,  that  it  was 
the  intention  of  his  Majesty  *sministersfully 
to  inform  the  House  in  one  time  of  any 
communication  which  might  take  place 
between  tbe  present  Government  of  Ranco 
and  the  Government  of  this  country. 

The  Marquis  of  Doughu  asked,  who* 
ther  ministers  had  made  any  and  what 
communication  to  the  present  ruler  of 
France,  in  consequence  of  this  overture? 

Tbe  Earl  of  Liverpool  observed,  that  bo 
had  already  stated,  that  the  over  tore  from 
France  had  been  transmitted  to  Vienna  ; 
adding,  that  no  communication  had  bee^ 
made  by  our  Government  to  Buonaparte. 

Tho  Marquis  of  Bttckingkam,  adverting 
to  the  papers  laid  on  the.  table  respecting 
Genoa,  in  consequence  of  the  address 
voted  before  the  recess^  gave  notice  of  his 
intention  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Hoose  to  the  subject  of  these*  papers  oa 
Tuesday  se'nnight,  and,  if  possible,  to 
persuade  their  lordships  to  accede  to  n 
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resolution  grouQded  upon  tbem.  Tbe  America  would  be  to  enforce  lucb  de* 
Lords  were  ordered  to  be  summoned  on  mtuds  as  were  fair  and  moderate.  No- 
tbis  occasion.     .  "  tbing  could  be  more  erroneous  tban  tbat 

policy  wbicb' would  torn  America  from 
yiews  of  internal  impro7^ment«  of  com-' 
merce,  of  ciyilization,  and  firom  tbat  line 
of  pursuits  whicb  enabled  us,  with  respect 
to  tbit  country,  to  give  full  scope  to  tbose 
great  principles  of  politicaKeconomy  by 
wbich  tbe  intercourse  of.  tbe  world  would 
be  most  beneficially  regulated.  It  was 
tbe  clear  and  manifest  interest  of  both 
parties'  to  cultivate  tbat  amicable  connec- 
tion resting  on  ihese  solid  principles  whtch 
rendered  tbe  mutual  -  advantage  so.im* 
portsDt.  Tbe  effect  of  war  was  to  tura 
tbem  from  these  views  of  peace  and  in- 
ternal improvement,  to  views  of  a  far  dif- 
ferent and  less  beneficial  nature.  A  state 
of  war  would  naturally  lead  tbat  rising 
community  to  look  to  ibe  formation  of  a' 
great  military  and  even  a  naval  power,  to 
be  turned  against  tbe  parent  from  which' 
that  community  issuea.  \  After  a  long 
continued  war,  peace  would,  leave  us  in  a 
condition,  with  respect  to  tbat  country » 
very  different  from  tbat  in  which  we  be- 
fore stood  ;  for  if  America  did  become  a 
great  military  power,  she  would  mix  her- 
self with  the  disputes  and  arrangements  of 
all  tbe  civilized  world,. and  this  country, 
would  find  a  rival  springing  up  in  that 
people  wbich  bad  issued  from  its  bosom. 
The  pursuits  of  commerce  and  peace,  and 
internal  improvement,  might  be  then  but 
secondary  concerns ;  and  the  great  object 
would  be  to  cultivate  and  establish  a  great 
military  and  naval  power  to  act  even  oo- 
our  frontiers,  as  they  had  in  fact  done  by 
their  naval  exertions  on  tbe  lakes,  about 
which  we  had  heard  so  much.  This  was 
the  view  in  which  our  ministers  ought  to 
have  considered  the  subject.  The  great 
fundamental  principle  on  which  they 
should  have  acted,  was  to  turn  America 
from  this  fatal  policy,  as  adverse  to  the 
real  interests  of  America  as  to  those  of 
this  country ;  and  to  neglect  no  opportu- 
nity of  bringing  the  faul  contest  into 
which  we  had  been  unfortunately  driven 
to  an  amicable  conclusion.  He  assured 
the  noble  earl  (Liverpool)  it  would  give 
him  great  satisfaction  if  he  could  approve 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  ministers  had 
carried  on  the  war»  or  the  principles  upon 
which  they  appeared  to  have  -  conducted 
tbe  negociation.  It  was  not  on  this  d^y 
that  he  need  argue,  that  peace,  merely  as 
such,  could  not  be  considered  as  a  subject 
or  ground  of  solid  satisfaction.    It  was  the 


Motion  aESPBCTiNc  the  Negociation 
Foa  Peace  with  Ambeica.]  Marquis 
IVellcdty  rose,  pursuant  to  notice,  to  lay 
before  xheir  lordships  tbe  grounds  of  his 
motion  relative  to  tbe  manner  in  whicb 
the  late  negociation  with  America  bad 
been  conducted.  The  war  with  America 
he  had  considered  as  almost  one  of  the 
most  calamitous  events: tbat  could  befall 
this  country;  and  when  that  event  did 
unhappily  tak6  place,  we  had  at  least  one 
consolation,  that  tbe  aggression  which  led 
to  it  was  theirs  and  not  ours ;  but  we  had 
only  tbat  one  consolation.  It  was  a  war 
in  wbich  little  glory  could  be  acquired 
by  success,  in  which  success  itself  must  be 
mixed  with  feelings  which  would  embitter 
any  glory  that  could  be  derived  from  it, 
and  in  wbich  the  smallest  defeat  would  be 
attended  with  a  disgrace  infinitely  dispro- 
portionate to  the  highest  advantages  tbat 
could  be  expected  from  such  a  contest. 
Engaged  in  such  a  war,  what  was  the 
plain  and  clear  course  and  policy  to 
be  pursued  by  the  Government  of  this 
country  ?  To  be  ready  to  seize  every  op- 
portunity to  put  an  end  to  it, — not  to  omit 
even  tbe  smallest  occasion  of  bringing 
about  an  amicable  discussion  to  allay  tbat 
feeling  of  irritation  in  which  the  war  had 
originated.  Even  supposing  the  war  bad 
been  attended  with  the  greatest  sticcess 
on  our  part,  he  could  not  conceive  one 
object  which  Great  Britain  could  have, 
except  that  of  putting  an  end  to  it.  Fatally 
deluded  as  ministers  had  been  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  affairs  in  Europe,  which  in- 
duced them  to  change  the  ground  which 
they  had  originally  taken,  and  to  rest  upon 
a  point  which  had  never  before  been 
brought  into  tbe  discussion — for  tbat  such 
was  the  delusion  under  which  they  acted, 
he  was  convinced — the  question  now  came 
to  be,  what  was  the  course  which  our  mi- 
nisters ought  to  have  taken  ?  ^hey  ought 
not  to  have  been  deluded  by  tbe  fatal 
error  that  their  success  against  one  power 
ought  to  be  turned  against  another— «by 
the  fatal  error,  tbat  instead  of  immediately 
and  magnanimously  making  use  of  that 
success  as  the  means  of  bringing  about  an 
amicable  adjus.tment  of  differences  with 
America,  they  ought  to  consider  it  as  a 
ground  of  rising  in  their  demands  and 
urging  undue  pretensions.  The  only  use 
of  the  greatest  succcm  in  the  case  of 
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sitoaiion  in  which  peace  ought  to  place  us, 
that  formed  the  only  solid  ground  of  satis- 
faction* This  principle  had  been  amply 
recognized  and  acted  upon  by  this  country 
with  respect  to  other  quarters.     Peace — 


as  in  any  question  whatever,  the  Emperor 
df  Russia  though  not  accepted  as  a  me- 
diator, was  to*  be  the  arbitrator.  With 
respect  to  the  Emperor  of  Russia,.how*> 
ever,  there  was  no  character  existing  at 


mere  peace — had  been  offered,  but  re-    the  present  day,  no  character  recorded  in 

jected  by  their  lordships  and  the  nation.    "  "  '  •   .  .^. 

It  was  not,  therefore,  the  mere  circom- 

atance  that  peace  had  been  concluded—it 

was  not  the  mere  words  or  aspect  of  the 

Treaty  that  ought  to  decide  their  lordships 

to  approve  of  it,  if  it  could  be  shown  from 

information  and  documents  indisputable 

that  the  peace  had  been  concluded  under 

circumstances  in  which .  neither  honour 

nor  security  had  been  provided  for. 

In  discussing  this  question,  their  lord- 
ships had  to  consider  what  bad  been  done 
to  bring  the  wajr  to  a  termination.  It 
would  be  recollected,  that  soon  after  the 
war  broke  out,  two  propositions  were 
made  for  an  armistice,  and  a  discussion  of 
the  points  in  dispute  in  the  m'ean  time. 
He  did  not  blame  ministers  for  their  con- 
duct on  that  occasion,  being  perhaps  of 
opinion,  that  the  carrying  on  negociatious 
for  peace  during  an  armistice  was  gene- 
rally an  imprudent  course  of  proceeding; 
but  be  only  wished  to  call  their  lordships 
attention  to  this  fact, — that  at  that  time 
there,  was  no  expression  of  the  slightest 
desire  to  alter  the  grounds  of  dispute ;  and 
that  with  respect  to  the  impressment  of 
seamen,  a  wish  was  expressed  to  come  to 
a  full  and  fair  discussion,  in  order,  if  pos- 
sible, to  form  some  amicable  arrangement 
on  that  difficult  and  arduous  subject.   The 


history,  which  more  commanded  his  re- 
spect, his  admiration,  and,  as  far  as  the 
expression  might  be  used  as  to  the  sove- 
reign of  another  country,  his  affection, 
than  that  great  monarch  :  but  he  rather 
imagine(l  that  the  mediation  was  refused, 
because  at  that  moment  a  notion  had 
arisen  somewhere,*  that  as.  America  had 
been  the  aggressor,  the  contest  ought  not 
to  be  brought  tO'  a  close  without  some 
measure  of  revenge,  without  some  punish- 
ment for  her  indiscretion — than  which  a 
more  unwise  and  destructive  sentiment 
could  not  be  conceived.  After  the  refusal 
of  the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
a  proposal  was  made  for  a  direct  nego- 
ciation.  To  that  proposal,  he  had  no  ob- 
jection; it  was  in  every  respect  proper,  if 
it  was  right  to  have  rejected  the  offer  in 
the  first  instance.  But  afler  this  proposal 
was  accepted,  what  was  done  ?  The  Ame- 
rican commissioners  arrived  at  Gotten- 
burgb,  from  whence  they"  proceeded  to 
Ghent  two  months  before  our  commis- 
sioners were  sent  to  meet  them.  He 
would  allow  that,  in  ordinary  cases,  this 
would  be  a  matter  of  little  importance; 
but  in  the  teeth  of  a  war,  and  or  a  war  so 
conducted,  who  could  undertake  to  cal- 
culate tbe  consequences  that  might  ensue? 
It  had  been  said  that  the  transaction  at 


next  point  to  be  considered  in  the  view    Washington  could  not   have  been   pre- 


of  the  question  which  be  had  stated,  was 
the  proposed  mediation  of  Russia,  and  he 
bad  never  yet  been  able- to  discover  why 
that  mediation  had  not  been  accepted. 
Their  lordships  were  aware  that  the  busi- 
ness of  a  mediator  was  merely  to  bring 
the  parties  together  for  the  purpose  of 
amicable  discussion.  The  business  of  an 
arbitrator  was  no  doubt  different,  and  per- 
haps with  respect  to  our  maritime  rights, 
the  Emperor  of  Russia  might  not  have 
been  the  most  proper  arbitrator,  supposing 
we  had  been  disposed  to  admit  of  any 
ar'^iitration  on  that  head ;  for,  essential  as 
these  rights  were  to  this  country,  yet  they 
were  not  perhaps  more  popular  with  some 
nations  in  Eurdpe  than  they  were  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Atlantic.  But  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia's  mediation  was  not  ac- 
cepted. Yet  at  lut,  in  a  question  about 
territory,  in  which  the  dignity  and  honour 


vented  even  if  peace  bad'  been  made  on 
the  first  day  the  commissioners  met ;  but 
mifht  it  not  have  been  prevented  if  they 
had  met  before  ? 

He  would  now  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  state  of  Europe  at  that  time. 
A  series  of  glorious  successes  had  attended 
the  arms  of  his  Majesty  and  of  the  Allies. 
We  had  concluded  peace  at  Paris ;  and 
long  before  that  event  it  appeared  not  to 
be  doubted,  that  the  result  must  be  fo- 
vourable  to  the  objects  for  which  we 
were  contending.  This  country  might 
then  have  met  America  with  a  great  artil- 
lery of  character,  and  then  was  the  time 
to  have  come  forward  with  powerful 
strength  and  moderate  demands.  .  Bat 
instead  of  taking  any  advantage  of  the 
situation  in  which  we  stood,  we  sent  a 
paltry  force  of  nine  thousand  men  from 
Bourdeaux,  and  by  an  expedient  the  most 


of  a  country  might  be  as  much  involved    preposttxous|  endeavoured  to  supply  the 
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want  of  miliUrjr  strength,  by  tbe  fbroe  and 
magfnitude  of  our  diplomatic  demafids. 
Re  would  contend  that  the  insttuctiont 
sent  by  tbe  American  goverament  to  its 
commiMioners,  were  soch  as  to  admit  of 
peace.     On  one  branch,  it  was  trae,  they 
had  no  instructions.    They  were  not  an- 
tfaoriaed  to  cede  territory  or  to  negocilkte 
Indian  pacificaiion.  They  thought  it  could 
never  have  entered  the  heads  pf  the  nego- 
ciators  at  Ghent  to  have  made  the  first 
demand,  or  to  have  introduced  the  second, 
in  the  way  in  which  it  was  introduced, 
wider  an  idea  of  altering  the  relations 
of  tbe    Indians   towards  the  American 
States.    This  was  the  undoubted  reason 
why  they  had  no  instructions  upon  these 
points.    There  was  an  extraordinary  fact 
connected  with    this    subject,   that  was 
amusing,  if  one  could  be  amused  in  con- 
templating those  transaction8«i-4hat  while 
our  negoctations  for  tbe  peace  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  Indian  nations  were  going 
on,  a  peace  was  actually  concluded  by 
Mr.  Maditon  with  many  of  them,  one  of 
the  terms  of  which  was,  that  ibey  should 
enter  again  under  the  protection  of  the 
tJnited  States.    The  nobie  earl  opposite 
(Liverpool)  appeared  by  his  gestures  to 
contradict  what  he  had  said,  but  be  spoke 
on  the  .authority  of  tbe  existing  docu- 
ments.    In  this  manner  the  negociation 
oommenced.     Our  first  proposition  was 
one  that  never  was  before  suggested,  with 
a  view  to  peace  or  war,  or  even  as  a  matter 
of  speculation  and  argument.    We  de- 
manded a  cession  of   territory,  on  the 
ground  that  it  formed  the  natural  limit  of 
Canada.  This  territory  included  tbe  whole 
of  the  Lakes,  and  a  large  strip  of  ground 
on  the  6ther  side.    It  was  accompanied 
with  a  further  condition,  that  they  should 
build  no  fortresses  on  tbe  banks  of  the 
lakes,  nor  adopt  those  measures  vrhich 
were  necessary  to  protect  their  commerce 
against  th^  Indians.    On  the  subject  of 
natural  limits,  he  could  not  help  amusing 
himself  with  inquiring  from  whence  tbe 
doctrine  had  issued.     He  remembered  it 
was  once  introduced  by  the  famous  Mr. 
Anachamis   Clootz,    the    orator    of   the 
human  race,  who  in  a  book  called  '  Revo- 
Jotionary  Diplomatics,'  had  described  tbe 
Alps,  tbe  Pyrenees,  tbe  Ocean,  and  the 
Shine,  as  the  natural   limits  of  France. 
He  was  surprised  to  find,  that  after  we 
liad  conquered  the  French  Revolutioni  and 
carried  our  arms  into  Paris,  this  doctrine 
should  be  revived  by  a  Secretary  of  State, 
and  applied  to  America,    ttut  was  this 


done  in  the  time  of  our  strength  ?  Was 
the  demand  insisted  on  in  a  commanding 
attitude  ?  No  such  thing ;  we  approached 
mybnnd  panperu;   we   laid  the   British 
crown  at  tbe  foot  of  the  American  Presi- 
dent, and  besought  that  to  us,  the  weaker 
party,  he  would  afford  that  security  which 
we  knew  to  be  necessary  to  defend  us 
against  his  pretensions.    And  what  was 
the  security  we  asked  }   that  he  shooM 
feibandon  all  means  of  defence.     Again, 
when  we  were  asked  by  the  Americans, 
why  did  we  bring  forward  this  demand 
at  a  moment  when  we  professed  to  be 
negociating  in  the  spirit  of  peace  ?    our 
answer  was^  because  your  ambition  is  so 
nnbounded.   What  could  be  expected  after 
this }  We  set  up  monstrous,  egregious,  and 
mireasonable  demands,  and  justified  H^em 
by  the  ambition  of  that  party  opon  whom 
we  made  them.    When  the  question  was 
asked,   **  Is  this  a  dne  fnd  non  f*  the  an- 
swer that  followed  was  perhaps  tbe  most 
extraordinary  that  was  ever  giyen  by  a 
set  of  diplomatists-^^  We  will  not  tell  yon 
whether  it  is  or  not—we  have  already 
given  you  one  stiie  and  n<m<— and,  until 
that  is  decided,  Wewill  not  give  you  any 
information    as   to  another.''      But  this 
point,  in  whatever  way  considered,  whe* 
ther  as  a  wine  qud  non  or  not,  was  com* 
pletely  rejected— no~  attempt  was    ulti- 
mately maide  to  insist  on  it— it  formed  no 
part  of  the  present  Treaty.      Now,  he 
would  at^,  was  it  necessary  to  insist  on 
this  point  ?  If  it  w^,  what  security  could 
be  found  in  a  Treaty  which  did  not  con* 
tain  a  word  on  the  subject.    The  ground 
on  which  you  called  for  it  was,  not  your 
strength  but  your  weakness.    You  stated 
that  a  mutual  possession  of  the  lakes  pro- 
duced   additional    danger    in  war,    and 
formed  a  perpetual  source  of  disagree* 
ment  in  peace,  and  you  insisted  on  addi* 
tional  security-— whether  as  a  nne  qad  non 
or  not>  the  noble  marquis  did  not  pretend 
to  say,  since  it  was  a  matter  very  difficult 
to  be  unravelled.    He  bad,  however,  been 
informed,  that  it  never  was  intended  to 
insist  on  this  proposition,  as  a  rine  qmd  mm 
•*-but  that  it  was  thought  to  be  a  grand 
display  of  diplomatic  address,  to  demand 
more  at  first  than  would  ultimately  be 
insisted  on.    In  conformity  with  this  prin- 
ciple, the  commissioners  conceived  it  to 
be  wise  and  prudent  to  ask  more,  in  the 
commencement  of  the  negociation,  than  in 
the  latter  end  they  conceived  it  proper  to 
adhere  to.    Amongst  some  oegociators,  of 
remote  times,  this  principle  was  certainly 
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acted  OD.  A«d,  with  reference  to  their 
cendoct,  the  negociation  of  the  pretest 
Treaty  resembled,  ii»  a  ^eat  degree,- 
manj  of  the  proceed  iogs  he  had  recenUy 
seen.  BveiVprecedent  was  adopted,  as  if 
it  were  the  efispring  of  some  sacred  doc- 
trine—and, it  was  here  supposed,  that  if 
persons^  at  a  foraser  period,  bad  olti* 
niatelj  taken  less  than  they  at  first  de- 
manded, thaty  therefore^  to  all  cases,  it 
was  proper  to  ask  for  more  than,  if  re- 
sisted, you  would  deem  it  necessary  to 
take*  Bot  here  he  would  obaerre,  that 
insincerity  must,  generally,  be  the  basis 
of  such  conduct — that  insincerity  was  on- 
worthy  of  all  pablic  councils^and  be 
desired  to  abjure  a  participation  in  any 
aucfa  feelings  or  principles.  It  was  trooi 
indeed,  that  eccasiooa  might  oecor,  in 
which  it  was  requisite,  white  treating,  to 
make  demands  which  it  was  not  intended 
to  insist  upon  ;  hot  the  circumstances  tn- 
vitiog  this  coorse  were  of  a  peculiar  na- 
ture, and  none  hut  cases  of  an  extraordi- 
nary description  could  caU  for  or  justify  it 
In  the  case  of  Great  Britain,  he  contended, 
that  should  have  been  slat^  at  first,  which 
it  was  intended  to  have  been  abided  br 
at  last.  If  ever  there  was  a  case^  in  whien 
the  system  of  making  a  great  demand  and 
afterwards  recMng  from  it  wm  inapplN 
cable  to  the  ciroumstances  under  which  it 
was  resorted  to,  that  onse  was  the  present. 
A  glorious  career  of  success  in  war^-a 
long  seriesofadvaoteges— these  might  in- 
duce a  nation  to  look  for  a  peace  corre- 
•pondent  with  the  exertions  that  had  been 
made,  and  the  soccesses  that  had  been 
achieved.  But  even  here,  it  was  neither 
just  nor  wise,  to  demand  that  which,  ac- 
cording to  the  law  of  nations,  it  was  most 
improper  to  seek;  It  was  not  right,  under 
any  circumstances,  to  aik  for  the  posses- 
sion of  that,  vrhich  a  sUte  must  deem  es- 
aential  to  its  honour,  its  security,  and  its 
independence.  On  this  principle,  he  ar- 
raigned the  demand  with  respect  to  the 
military  possession  of  the  lakes,  bech  on 
the  ground  of  policy  and  of  justice.  He 
denied  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  sec»> 
rity  of  our  possessions  to  demand  such  a 
concession.  He  thought  iheeflbrttoob^ 
tain  this  boon  was  made  in  a  manner  that 
ought  to  cover  with  shame  those  who 
tolerated  ii ;  for  the  majesty  of  England 
was  placed,  as  a  suppliant,  at  the  foot  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States.  And, 
he  thought^  that  those  who  permitted  the 
demands,  generally,  ought  to  be  punithed, 
far  eeontenancinf  a  spirit  of  aggrandise* 
(VOL.  XXX.) 


ment,  against  which  this  cotititry  had 
been  so  long  contending.  It  was,  he  con-** 
ceired,  in  the  highest  degree  imprudent^ 
impolitic,  and  unwise,  to  tell  America,  at 
the  outset  of  the  negociations,  that  if  cer- 
tein  points  were  not  conceded  to  us,  there 
was  no  security  for  our  dominions,  in  that 
quarter  of  the  world.  He  wu  sstonished 
thatAmerica  should  have  been  called  upon 
toeubmit  to  the  claim  that  was  made;  a 
claim  which  she  could  not  have  recog- 
nised, without  degrading  her  national 
honour,  and  sacrificing  Iter  national  inte- 
rests. No  country  had  a  right  to  make 
snch  a  demand  on  another. 

The  next  question  was  that  of  the  India 
botttidary— 4md  here  it  was  necessary  to 
examine  on  what  ground  that  question 
rested.  By  the  Treat v  of  1785,  which 
estebltahed  the  independence  of  the  United 
States,  the  Kne  of  demarcation,  between 
the  territories  of  the  United  9tetes,  and 
those  of  Great  Britahi^  In  America,  was  to 
be  drawn  through  the  centre  of  the  lakes 
of  the  woods,  and  was  to  be  terminated 
by  a  line  continued  from  the  lakes  of  the 
woods  to  the  Mississippi.  It  so  happened 
thai  a  line  thns  drawn  would  not  have 

Coeeeded  due  west,  aa  was  stipulated— < 
A  that,  to  define  it,  it  ought  to  be  drawn 
almost  soMh-east.  Bet  tiM  stipulationa  of 
that  Treaty,  thus  defiaiag  the  boundary 
of  the  United  States,  gave  to  the  new  Go- 
vernment the  same  right  and  control  over 
the  various  places  wiSiin  the  stated  boun- 
daries, as  hsri  liefore  been  enjoyed  by 
Great  Britain.  Within  thctie  boundaries 
many  Indian  tribes  resided ;  and  it  was 
the  policy  of  the  United  Slates  to  encoo- 
rage  amongst  them  habits  of  civrlitation. 
By  the  proclamacien  of  his  present  Ma^ 
jesty,  issued  in  1703,  all  private  indivi^ 
duals  weve  prevented  from  purchasing 
any  of  the  hmds  appropriated  to  the  use 
of  the  Indians.  Bat  it  was  provided,  that 
if,  under  any  peculiar  circumstances,  the 
Indians  themselves  were  anxious  to  dispose 
of  those  grounds,  that  they  shoold  be  puf<- 
ehased  for  the  Crown.  By  the  Treaty  elf 
1783,  the  full  rights,  formerly  possessed 
by  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  over  certain 
partrof  the  American  territory,  were  fully 
and  comphftcety  veieedin  the  Government 
of  the  United  States.  H^>w,  then,  coold 
this  Government;  with  any  degree  of  jus^. 
tice,  call  for  a  new  Iwundary  for  the 
Indians,  when,  in  fact,- all  power  and 
control  respecting  them  had  been  long 
before  given  up  ?  For  he  would  conten£ 
that  all  the  land  ceded  to  the 
(2Q) 
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States  by  the  Treaty  of  1783,  was  within 
their  sovereignty,  as  completely  aa  it  had 
^fore  been  witbin  the  sovereignty  of  the 
King  of  England.  And  here  be  begged 
leave  to  make  one  observation,  with  re- 
spect to  the  employment  of  the  Indians  in 
war.  To  make  them  instroments  of  ven- 
geance, was  one  of  the  most  dreadful 
systems  that  ever  the  spirit  of  man»  directed 
to  a  mischievous  and  cruel  object,  could 
possibly  devise.  He  must  suppose  it  to 
arise  from  necessity ;  but  it  was  a  fatal 
necessity.  This  necessity  had  already 
awaked  the  attention  of  the  House ;  it  had, 
in  its  earliest  state,  awaked  the  eloquent 
indignation  of  the  wisest  and.  most  elo- 
quent statesman  that  ever  charmed  that 
House, — ^the  great  earl  of  Chatham.  The 
noble  marquis  said,  he  should  have  rejoiced 
to  have  seen  the  practice  At  once  done 
away.  It  would  have  been  wit^  him 
almost  like  a  second  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Tf  ade.  He  should  have  been  rejoiced  if 
we  had  closed  at  once  with  that  proposal 
of  the  commissioners^  never  to  employ  the 
ladiaos  again.  But  did  the  noble  lord 
forget  that  this  territory  which  he  claimed 
for  his  independent  Indians,  was  actually 
divided  into  American  states^that  it 
actually  sent  members  to  Congress— that 
it  was  pledged  for  a  share  of  the  national 
debt  ? — And  was  it  to  be  expected,  that 
they  would  consent  to  give  a  boundary 
thus  out  of  their  own  bosom,  against  them- 
selves? But  the  American  Government 
had  made  frequent  treaties  with  them, 
undoubtedly ;  and  so  had  we  done ;  but 
.we  bad  not,  therefore,  relinquished  the 
full  possession  of  our  sovereignty.  The 
/act  was,  that  however  the  Americans 
might  have  been  disgusted  by  the  de- 
mands of  our.negociators,  the  Treaty  re- 
stored things  to  exactly  the  same  state  in 
which  they  were  before.  He  bad  also  to 
notice  another  most  curious  intimation  on 
OUT  part.  Ministers  thought  projper  to 
•propose,  as  it  seemed  to  them  desirable  to 
maintain  the  excellent  state  of  society 
which  existed  among  the  Indians,  that  the 
Americans  should  assent,  never  to  pur- 
chase any  lands  of  their  Indians,  while 
we  did  the  same  with  regard  to  ours :  that 
the  Indians'  should  only  dispose  of  their 
lands  to  a  third  party.  Who  was  this 
third  party  }  Was  it  France  ? 

All  these  propositions  were  said  to  be 
grounded  on  the  necessity  of  checking  a 
spirit  of  aggrandisement  on  the  part  of 
America :  but  what  were  their  efects  on 
.the  public  mind  when  they  reached  Ame- 


rica? It  was  well  known  that  there  pre* 
vailed  among  a  numerous  party  in  that 
country,  a  strong  sentiment  that  the  war 
with  England,  if  not  absolutely  unjust  in 
its  origin,  was  at  least  impolitic  and  unne* 
cessary.  The  whole  nation  had  also  begun 
to  feel  its  disastrous  effects,  and  would 
have  hailed  with  pleasure  any  really 
pacific  proposals ;  but  when  these  propo* 
sitions  arrived,  their  tendency  was  the 
very  reverse  of  accelerating  a  peace.  The 
noble  lord  had,  indeed,  blamea  the  Presi* 
dent  for  giving  them  publicity  during 
pending  negociations ;  but  the  American 
negociators  declared  in  their  dispatch,  that 
they  thought  the  prospect  of  peace  at  an 
end ;  and  he  believed  that  the  noble  lord, 
who  was  so  niggardly  in  the  production  of 
papers,  had  he  been  situated  as  the  Presi- 
dent was,  would  immediately  have  sub- 
mitted to  Parliament  such  claims  of  an 
enemy,  with  the  view  of  arousing  any 
flagging  spirit  of  hostility  in  the  country. 
The  effect  of  the  proposals  was  instan* 
taneous  in  America ;  the  determination  to 
resist  them  was  unanimous  and  strong  to  a 
degree  almost  incredible  under  a  govern* 
ment  so  constituted.  They  excited  a  general 
military  spirit ;  means  were  adopted  for  rais« 
ingan  efficient  army,  and  attention  had  been 
paid  to  the  formation  of  a  navy  on  a  regular 
systematic  plan,  which  no  man  in  this 
country  could  look  forward  to  but  with 
the  deepest  regret.  If  the  proposals  were 
urged  insincerely,  there  was  no  degree  of 
criminality  too  high  which  did  not  attach 
to  ministers  :  if  they  were  sincere  in  their 
apprehensions  of  American  ambition,  it 
remained  for  them  to  show  how  the  en- 
gagements mt  last  entered  into,  were  either 
bononrable  or  safe. 

The  noble  marquis  next  adverted  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  war  had  been  prose- 
cuted. He  deeply  lamented  that  it  had 
ever  been  thought  right  to  conduct  the 
war  on  a  system  of  predatory  incursion. 
The  true  way  would  have  been  to  apply 
the  massy  strength  of  this  great  naval  and 
militarjr  country  .on  some  central  point, 
where  it  might  nave  commanded  success, 
instead  of  produoiogmore  irritation.  There 
waa  one  point  which  required  illustration, 
end  that  was  the  alleffation  that  some  of 
our  officers  had  excited  the  negro  slaves  of 
Virginia  to  rise  upon  their  masters.  An* 
other  point  was  the  fatal  transaction  at 
Washington.  As  an  attack  on  a  naval 
arsenal  and  depot  of  the  enemy,  the  plan 
was  wise  and  conducted  with  singular 
ability  and  y«gonr;  but  he  never  iDoald 
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contemplate  withottt  pain  the  dettniction 
of  botldingB  entirely  deroted  to  pacific 
pnrposes,  and  some  of  them  to  thoie  of 
the  arti.  The  defence  set  np  was*  that  it 
was  an  act  of  retaliation;  bat  he  mast 
condemn  the  principle.  Retaliation  was 
of  two  kinds — defensive  or  Tindictive* 
The  former  might  be  employed  when 
tiecessary  for  se)f«protection ;  but  the 
latter  went  to  consider  vengeance  as  a 
doty ;  it  was  to  reverse  the  Christian  prin- 
Giple»  and  sabstituie  instead  of  it»  that  yon 
shottid  do  unto  others  as  they  have  done 
unto  you. 

But  the  charge  of  unbounded  ambition 
was  brought  against  America.  This  was 
discoverable,  it  was  said,  in  her  attacking 
Canada,  at  the  commencement  of  the  war; 
as  if,  because  she  gave  it  out  to  be  a  war 
for  her  maritime  rights,  she  was  bound  to 
confine  it  to  the  ocean,  where  you  were 
strong,  and  she  was  weak.  America  might 
think  that  the  best  way  of  conducting  a 
war  even  for  maritime  rights,  was  by 
attacking  Canada,  where  ministers  had 
confessed  that  we  were  weak.  But  the 
American  Government  never  made  Canada 
a  point  in  the  negociation,  and  nothing 
could  be  drawn  from  the  proclamation  of 
an  invading  general,  which  he  believed 
was  afterwards  disowned  by  his  govern- 
snenr.  Another  charge  was,  that  she 
Btantfested  an  encroaching  spirit,  against 
which  it  was  necessary  to  guard,  by  her 
acquisition  of  ]>)oisiana,  an  event  that  took 
place  not  less  than  1 1  years  ago.  That 
transaction  simply  originated  in  Ibis, — that 
in  const^qoence  of  the  transfer  of  Louisiana 
to  France  by  the  Spanish  Government,  the 
Americans  were  dreadfully  alarmed  lest 
they  should  have  Buonaparte  and  the 
French  as  a  perpetual  blister  on  their 
backs.  Their  alarm  was  not  without 
reason;  for  no  sooner  had  Buonaparte 
obtained  the  transfer,  than  he  refused  to 
the  Americans  tbeir  depot  at  New 
Orleans,  which  was  absolutely  essential  to 
the  whole  of  their  north-western  trade. 
Thus  actuated,  they  eagerly  purchased 
Louisiana;  but  so  little  was  their  purchase 
considered  a  ground  of  jealousy  at  the 
time,  that  our  minister,  in  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Rofus  King,  the  then  American  ambas- 
sador ID  this  country,  congratulated  him 
on  the  acquisition,  as  favourable  to  the 
interests  of  both  countries.  It  was  there- 
fore most  extraordinary,  that  the  acquisi- 
tion of  Louisiana  should  now  be  set  for- 
ward as  ao  outrageous  act  of  aggrandise* 
loent.    But  it  was  said,  that  the  protest  of 


Spain  against  its  occupation  had  been  stu* 
dioosly  concealed.  That  protest,  however, 
certainly  was  withdrawn ;  at  least  it  was 
so  stated  in  a  speech  of  the  American  Pre- 
sident to  Congress  in  1804.  But  supposing 
the  whole  allegation  true,  was  it  wise  or 
prudent  to  bring  it  forward  now,  when  the 
measure  had  been  acquiesced  in  for  the 
last  eleven  years?  The  next  ground  of 
charge  was  the  question  of  West  Florida. 
Daring  the  progress  of  the  Spanish  revolu^ 
tioD,  Florida  was  divided  into  various  fac- 
tions struggling  for  the  supremacy.  Th« 
American  Government  interfered,  impro- 
perly, he  thought,  and  occupied  the  pro« 
vince,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  necessary 
to  prevent  it  from  falling  into  handi  that 
might  be  dangerous  as  neighbours.  They 
declared  at  the  same  time  that  they  had 
no  intention  of  permanent  occupancy. 
We  ourselves  had  recently  done  the  very 
same  thing,  by  occupying  a  part  of  West 
Florida,  for  the  purpose  of  making  war 
on  the  United  States.  Was  this  temporary 
occupation  to  be  held  as  a  proof  of  our 
desire  of  aggrandisement  ?  Could  any  im- 
prudence be  so  monstrous,  as  during  a 
negociation  to  produce  such  articles  of' 
charge  as  these  were  ?  The  last  ground  oi» 
which  the  charge  of  ambition  was  founded, 
was  the  spirit  of  encroachment  the  Ame- 
ricans had  displayed  in  purchasing  Indian 
lands.  But  this  was  the  system  of  extend* 
ing  their  cultivation  which  the  Americans 
had  always  pursued,  and  this  was  the 
iiystem  which  we  ourselves  pursued  in 
Canada. 

The  noble  marquis  next  proceeded  to 
make  a  variety  of  remarks  on  the  nego- 
ciations  respecting  the  boundaries  on  the 
Canada  line.  He  observed,  that  in  his 
opinion,  the  American  commissioners  had 
shown  the  most  astonishing  superiority 
over  the  British,  during  the  whole  of  the 
correspondence.  The  nobln  earl  opposite 
probably  felt  sore  at  this  observation ;  as  he 
(lord  W.)  had  little  doubt  that  the  British 
papers  were  communicated  from  the  com- 
mon fund  of  ministers  in  this  country. 
The  results  of  the  prolonged  negociation 
had  been  dreadful ;  and  when  the  Treaty 
itself  appeared,  it  contained  really  nothing 
hut  the  cessation  of  hostilities.  No  one 
point  had  been  settled.  Having  considered 
what  the  Treaty  did  include,  he  should 
now  advert  to  what  it  did  not  include.  It 
described  no  boundary  line  from  Lske> 
Superior  to  the  Mississippi ;  it  stipulated- 
for  no  direct  communication  between 
Halifax  and  Quebec ',  the  islands  of  Pastas 
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maqaoddy  were  to  be  the  subject  of  no 
dif^retion  at  M,  and  tbey  were  referred  to 
tbe  arbitration  of  the  emperor  of  Buaaia. 
Above  all,  it  contained  not  one  word  re- 
specting the  original  causes  of  the  war.  or 
the  maritime  rights  in  contention  between 
the  two  cottotries.  He  knew  that  by  some 
this  omission  had  been  called,  an  ^ort  of 
fztraordinary  wisdom ;  and  it  was  thought 
mach  wiser  to  leave  those  rights  upon  the 
general  principles  of  public  law.  The 
American  commissioners  had  offered  us  a 
l^eace  which  should  include  the  pacifica- 
tion of  the  Indiesj  and  proposed  to  open 
an  amicable  negociation  for  the  purpose 
of  forming  such  an  arrangement  as  shonld 
protect  us  from  the  miseries  of  an  Ame- 
rican war,  in  the  event  of  a  renewal  of 
our  war  with  other  Powers.  The  time  that 
should  have  been  spent  in  discussing  these 
important  rights,  had  been  squandered  in 
bandying  about  imputatioas  of  a  desire  of 
personal  aggraadiseoMnt.  The  question, 
because  it  was  intricate,  was  not  insoluble, 
or  incapable  of  adjustment,  or  to  be  fled 
from.  It  seemed  to  be  the  principle  of 
the  mjnisters  of  this  day,  taat  because 
questions  required  great  application,  and 
aeal,  aad  vigour,  and  diligence,  they  were 
10  be  shrunk  from.  To  leave  such  a  ques- 
tion as  this  to  the  decision  of  public  law, 
was  to  leave  it  to  the  appeal  of  the  sword. 
If  there  were  no  other  reason  for  the  pre- 
sent motion,  he  trusted  their  lordships 
would  support  it.  in  order  to  have  this 
question  set  at  rest.  He  had  never  heard 
that  America  disputed  his  Majesty's  mari- 
time rights  ["Yes,*'  from  theMinbtry.] 
He  unjerstood  that  she  only  auerted  the 
extreme  difficulty  of  applying  them  to  the 
relative  situation  of  their  ships  and  rights* 
V  they  did  dispute  the  right  in  ques- 
tion, did  ministers  hope  by  leaving  it 
untouched  to  prevent  war }  There  waa  no^ 
question  but  In  that  case  we  sliould  very 
aoon  be  at  war  about  it.  It  was.  Therefore, 
that  he  thought  the  treaty  defective: 
whatever  of  substance  it  contained  might 
have  been  arranged  in  /ess  time,  and  there 
bad  been  time  enough  to  put  these  impor- 
tant subjects  into  some  shape. 

The  noble  marquis  only  required  the 
House  to  say  whether  he  had  not  laid  before 
their  lordships  sufficient  grounds  to  war- 
rant them  in  desiring  to  have  the  papers 
produced,  to  enable  tfaeni  io  exercise  their 
own  judgment  on  the  case,  and  give  such, 
counsel  to  the  Prince  ftegent  as  should 
seem  to  them  best  founded  in  justice  and 
policy*    He  had  argued  this  case  as  if  it 


were  above  the  rule  of  preoedent,  and  he 
wished  to  keep  it  so :  it  had  so  peculiar  a 
character,  that  no  established  rule  could 
be  applied  to  it;  for  where,  he  would  ask, 
was  the  treaty  ever  before  seen  which 
contained  no  article  whatever  npon  the 
point  which  had  been  first  insisted  on.  and 
which  was  so  well  put  ii|  the  Prince  Re- 
gent's first  declaration  of  the  grounds  of 
war  ?^i-a  state  paper  which  he  felt  happy 
to  compliment  for  ability  and  justice-— The 
Treaty  contained  nothing  'of  the  points 
then  insisted  upon,  nor  did  it  even  refer  to 
the  original  causes  of  war.  If  the  ques- 
tion 01  precedent  were  argued  on  the 
other  side,  he  was  prepared  with  very 
excellent  precedents  for  his  motion  foe 
granting  papers  after  the  conclusion  of  ^ 
treaty  of  peace,  of  which  the  circum- 
stances were  as  nearly  similar  to  the  pre- 
sent as  possible..  There  was  one  more 
ground  on  which  the  present  motion  would 
be  irresiatiblis.  Although  there  might  be 
many  cases,  in  which,  alter  the  conclusioa 
of  peace,  the  particulars  of  the  negocia- 
tion bad  better  be  concealed  under  the 
mysterious  veil  of  diplomacy,  yet  much 
of  the  correspondence  on  this  Treaty  bad 
already  been  before  America,  and  had 
there  the  efiect  of  healing  divisions  among 
the  provinces,  of  actually  changing  the 
character  of  the  i^overnment  from  com- 
mercial to  military,  and  of  disposing  the 
nation  to  make  the  greatest  exertions  for 
the  purpose  of  raising  a  tremendous  navy. 
It  was,  therefore.  importaQ^t  for  us  to  show 
to  the  American  Government  the  mbde* 
ration  of  our  views  and  the  justice  of  our 
intentions  towards  her,  and  that  our  object 
was  to  rest  our  connexion  upon  the  foon* 
dation  of  reciprocal  confidence*  The 
noble  marquis  concluded  by  moviogi 
"  That  an  bumble  Address  be  prest  lUed 
to  his  Royal  Higbnese  the  Prince  Regent^ 
praying  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions,  that  there  be  laid  before 
the  House,  Copies  or  Extracts  of  the  Cor- 
respondence which  took  j>lace  bf  tween  his 
Majesty's  Plenipotentiaries  ana  lue  Ple- 
nipotentiaries of  the  United  Statis.<4  of 
America,  relative  to  the  late  JNegociaiiona 
for  Peace." 

Earl  BaiburH  said,  that  the  noble  mar- 
quis had  suted  that  there  was  a  precedent 
for  the  motion  which  he  had  just  submit- 
ted to  the  House ;  but  until  he  had  in- 
formed the  House  whi^t  ihat  precedent 
was,  it  would  be' impossible  for  Uitrir  lufd« 
ships  to  decide  whether  u  bore  upon  the 
present  case  or  not*    From  thft  present 
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view  which  he  Mtertaintd  of  the  noble 
marqats's  motieD,  he  comklered  it  one  of 
a  mo«l  ezlraordinery  natore  indeed.  If 
he  ondcntood  any  tbioR  of  the  praciico 
that  had  hitherto  been  adopted  by  nations 
at  the  oonolntion  of  a  negociation  for 
peace, .  he  belie?ed  it  had  been  inva^ 
riably  undentood»  that  the  oorreipon- 
dence  irhich  had  uken  place  during  that 
iiegociation,'thonld  not  snt^equently  be 
made  a  matter  of  public  diflcuBsion.  It 
was  well  known  that  the  practice  of  pnb- 
lifhing  pnblic  correspondence  with  foreign 
powera,  which  did  exist,  created  great  and 
grievous  difficnitiea  In  oegociations  for 
peace  it  would  be  productire  of  this  in* 
jury,  that  minislers  would  not  be  as  open 
and  frank  as  they  could  wish  to  be,  from 
an  apprehension  that  what  they  said  would 
be  afterwards  published.  All  negocia* 
tioBS,  indeed,  with  foreign  powers  should 
be  conducted  With  the  greatest  delicacy. 
But  in  what  condition  would  be  the  fo- 
reign minister  who  should  be  liable  to 
have  bis  correspondence  poblisbed  ?  From 
the  moment  of  his  making  a  demand  he 
eoold  not  recede  from  it;  for  it  would 
afterwards  become  matter  of  publicity 
that  he  had  so  made  it.  It  was  well 
known  that  pride  was  the  great  obstacle 
to  all  peace-making ;  and  if  ever  a  mi- 
nister were  to  wave  a  point  of  pride,  it 
would  become  matter  of  publicity  that  he 
had  done  so,  whatever  good  reasons  he 
might  hate  for  so  doing.  This  was  not 
the  only  objection  to  the  publication  of 
such  correspondence ;  it  would  tend  to 
revife  that  animosky  which  h  was  the 
very  object  of  peace  to  bury  in  oblivion. 

The  noble  earl  said,  he  was  almost 
afraid  to  enter  into  the  discussion  of  the 
many  points  of  the  noble  marquis's  speech; 
for  such  dixcuBsion  would  require  him  to 
solve  many  questions  which  he  should 
hvartily  with  not  to  touch.  He  had  not 
that  command  of  langoage^which  would 
be  desirable  in  such  a  case  ;  and  if  any 
expression  be  might  make  use  of  should 
tend  to  irritate,  he  entreated  that  it  might 
not  be  considered  as  coming  from  any 
thing  like  a  disposition  to  look  back  to 
past  animosities.  He  knew  that  there  had 
been  a  good  deal  of  rancour  in  the  feel- 
ings both  of  America  and  England ;  and 
that  even  alVer  the  negociation  of  peace, 
such  feelings  might  be  alive  to  every 
irritation.  He  should  not  enter  into  the 
question  which  had  been  raised  by  the 
noble  marquis,  whether  war  with  the 
United  Sutea  was  noione  of  the  greatest 


calamities  which  could  befall  ns  f  Ho 
agreed  it  was  a  great  ealamity,  and  for 
that  reason  he  Islnented  the  necessity  of 
entering  into  the  present  discussion,- as  ho 
should  be  sorry  that  future  misunder- 
standing should  take  place.  The  noble 
marquis  had  stated,  that  it  was  the  boondea 
duty  of  ministers  to  embrace  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  putting  an  honourable  ter- 
mination to  the  American  war ;  and  fiad 
adverted  to  the  armistice  at  the  com- 
mencement of  it.  He  could  not  collect 
whether  he  objected  to  that  armistice.  It 
would  be  remembered,  that  the  American 
declaration  of  war  arrived  here  soon  after 
the  repeal  of  our  Orders  in  Counotl ;  and 
this  arrival  happening  before  the  news  of 
such  repeal  could  reach  America,  our 
Government  expressed  their  readiness  to 
consent  to  an  armistice,  thinking  that  the 
repeal,  when  known,  would  alter  the  dis- 
pMition  of  America.  With  this  view,  our 
Government  gare  directions  to  the  ad- 
mirals on  the  American  station,  that  if 
the  American  Government  should  show 
any  disposition  to  consent  to  the  armis- 
tice, they  should  declare  that  such  was 
our  disposition.  They  declared  their 
willingness  to  such  consent|  and  conveyed 
it  to  the  Admiral  on  the  coast,  but  only 
gave  it  on  condition  that  we  should'  sus- 
pend our  practice  of  searching  their  ships 
for  English  seamen,  and  leave  that  to  bo 
settled  by  after-negociation.  They  would 
come  to  no  agreement  with  us,  unless  we 
either  made  a  declaration  of  our  abandon- 
ing this  right,  or  consented  to  a  suspension 
of  the  practice  for  a  specific  timtf.  To 
either  of  these  we  objected,  and  war  was 
the  consequence.  It  was  next  proposed 
to  us  to  negociate)  this  right  through  the 
medium  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia;  but  we 
objected  to  the  interference  of  any  foreign 
power  on  this  subject ;  not  from  any  dis- 
trust of  the  Emperor  of  Russia,  but  from- 
an  impression,  that  where  our  maritime 
rights  were  in  question,  it  was  not  proper 
to  consent  to  the  -interference  of  any 
foreign  power  whatever.  But  at  the  very 
time  when  we  communicated  to  the  Ame- 
rican Government  that  this  proposed  me« 
diation  was  not  accepted  by  us,  we  ac- 
companied that  communication  with  a 
declaration  that  we  were  ready  to  treat 
directly  with  them. 

The  noble  marquis  had  no  objectibn  to 
the  mediation  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia, 
since  he  could  have  no  desire  upon  the 
subject  one  way  or  the  other,  and  thought 
the  American  instructions  couched  in  such 
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moderate  language  that  they  might  have 
been  followed  by  a  toccessfui  negociation. 
He  would  state  what  those  instructions 
were :  this  was  the  more  necessary,  be- 
cause the  instructions  to  the  commissioners 
at  Ghent  referred  to  them,  and  could  not 
be  understood  without  them.  They  first 
demanded  that  the  flag  should  protect 
the  crew— in  other  words,  that  we  should 
sot  have  the  right  of  searching  for  Bri- 
tish seamen ;  and  required  us  either  io 
declare  we  had  abandoned  this  right,  or  to 
suspend  the  practice  for  a  given  period : 
unless  one  of  these  two  measures  were 
adopted,  they  would  come  to  no  conclu- 
sion. They  next  demanded  a  definition 
of  the  right  of  blockade.  Thirdly,  some 
complete  arrangement  as  to  their  right  of 
carrying  on  trade  with  the  colonies  of  a 
parent  belligerent  state  during  war,  al- 
though in  time  of  peace  they  had  been 
excluded  from  silch  trade ;  in  other  words, 
what  they  called  the  rule  of  trade  in  1756. 
They  next  demanded  their  right,  as  neu- 
trals, to  trade  with  the  ports  of  bellige- 
'rents — in  other  words,  to  the  coasting 
trade;  and  lastly,  they  asked  for  indem- 
nity for  losses — among  others,  that  we 
should  pay  them  for  all  vessels  condemned 
under  our  Orders  in  Council,  calling 
upon  us  thereby  to  acknowledge  our  in- 
justice in  the  most  disgraceful  shape  of 
a  fine;  This  was  in  April,  and  in  June 
following  another  instruction  was  added. 
Having  before  instructed  their  commis- 
isoners  to  make  all  these  demands,  they 
concluded,  that  if  the  first  should  be  con- 
ceded, they  needed  not  to  insist  upon  the 
other — a  most  unheard-of  measure,  to  make 
any  demand  which  was  not  intended  to 
be  abided  by  as  an  ultimatum !  This  fur- 
ther instruction  said,  that  notwithstanding 
the  repeal  of  our  Orders  in  Council,  it 
was  essentially  necessary  that  the  defini- 
tion of  blockade  should  still  be  required  ; 
and  proposed,  that  the  controversy  should 
be  settled  in  the  same  manner  as  the. 
question  respecting  the  searching  for  sea- 
men. It  also  added,  that  should  the  re- 
storation of  territory  be  agreed  upon,  it 
was  important  that  the  boundaries  of  that 
territory  should  be  more  accurately  de- 
fined. The  construction  of  this  passage 
plainly  contemplated  that  the  Treaty 
might  be  settled  without  any  restoration 
of  territory.  It  could  not  mean  that  any 
territory  was  to  be  ceded  to  us;  it  was 
/stated  that  they  had  never  any  instruction 
to  do  so;  aod  they  were  then  preparing 
a  2 reat  army  to  in? ade  our  territory ;  the 


Americans  looked  to  the  cpnquest  of  Ca« 
nada,  and  their  Government  imbibed  the 
same  notion.  This  instruction  was  only 
an  extract,  and  had  reference  to  another 
part  of  the  dispatch  which  it  was  not 
quite  convenient,  perhaps,  to  the  Ame* 
rican  Government  to  publish.  []He  had 
fallen  into  the  common  habit  of  speaking 
of  the  maritime  rights  of  Great  Britain, 
as  if  they  possessed  any  exclusively  ;  they 
possessed  none  which  they  were  not 
ready  to  grant  to  others.]  The  senti- 
ments of  the  American  Government  still 
continued  the  same ;  they  still  required  a 
definition  of  blockade,  insisted  upon  their 
other  neutral  rights,  upon  indemnity,  and 
added,  <'  against  spoliation.^'  In  February 
they  issued  another  instruction ;  in  which 
they  stated,  that  if  the  commissioners  were 
not  able  to  make  a  satisfactory  arrange- 
ment of  their  neutral  rights,  Uiey  might 
enter  into  a  provision,  that  whatever 
should  be  afterwards  advanced  to  neutrala 
should  be  extended  to  them.  In  January, 
news  of  the  battle  of  Leipsic  and  that  the 
French  had  been  driven  across  the  Rhine* 
reached  America ;  and  she  therefore  con- 
templated the  probability  of  peace  be* 
tween  this  country  and  France. 

His  Majesty's  ministers  ^  had  been 
charged  with  not  being  very  anxious  about 
commencing  the  negociation  after  the 
Peace  of  Paris.  The  reason  that  in- 
fluenced his  Majesty's  ministers  in  not 
being  over-anxious  at  that  time  to  enter 
on  the  negociation,  was,  that  they  were 
apprehensive  that  the  American  commis-^ 
sioners  would  be  then  obliged  to  act  under 
instructions  given  when  affairs  were  in  a 
very  different  aspect.  They  therefore 
thought  it  advisable  to  wait  until  the  al- 
tered situation  of  affairs  was  known  in 
America,  and  until  instructions  could  ar- 
rive which  would  promise  a  more  favour- 
able result  to  the  negociation.  He  was 
convinced,  that  if  the  negociation  had 
commenced  two  months  sooner,  we  should 
have  met  the  American  ministers  instruct- 
ed to  insist  upon  points,  which  from  the 
commencement  we  had  declared  that  we 
never  could  accede  to.  In  fact,  a  fresh 
instruction  was  given  from  the  American 
Government  to  their  commissioners ;  and 
this  instruction,  which  was  sent  in  the 
month  of  June,  did  not  arrive  till  two  daya 
after  the  negociation  had  begun.  He 
thought  that  the  delay  could  not,  there- 
fore, be  considered  an  improvident  one ; 
and  that  ministers  must  stand  completely 
justified  on  the  dii&rent  charges  that  had 
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been  brought  agaiiiki  them.  He  felt  per- 
suaded, that  the  House  would  consider 
them  fully  jttsti6ed;  first,  in  not  agreeing 
to  an  armistice,  that  was  to  be  coupled 
with  the  condition  of  practically  suspend* 
ing  our  maritime  rights  during  hs  con- 
tinuance: secondly,  that  they  were  right 
io  not  accepting  the  mediation  of  Russia, 
especially  when  this  refusal  was  coupled 
with  an  offer  of  negotiating  directly  with 
the  American  GoTernment  for  the  resto- 
ration of  peace ;  and,  lastly,  that  they 
were  right  in  not  commencing  the  nego* 
ciatton,  until  there  was  time  for  the  Ame- 
rican commissioners  to  receive  fresh  in- 
structions. 

He  should  now  return  to  the  negociation 
itself.  Upon  eur  proposition  in  favour  of 
the  Indians  who  had  co-operated  with  us, 
the  American  commissioners  asked»  whe- 
ther those  propositions  were  final  or  not  ? 
Whatever  might  have  been  the  conversa- 
tion upon  this  subject,  or  whether  the 
Americaik  commissioners  reported  it  right- 
ly to  their  Government  or  not,  still  it  was 
evident  that  if  even  the  papers  now  moved 
for  were  granted,  it  would  not  be  possible 
for  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  produce  the 
communications  between  the  American 
commissioners  and  their  Government. 
They  could  only  produce  that  which  was 
entered  in  the  prolocoh  The  noble  mar- 
quis seemed  not  to  have  thought  it  extra- 
ordinary, that  the  American  commissioners 
should  have  thus  demanded  our  ultimatum 
in  the  first  instance.  If  he  recollected 
rightly,  however,  when  that  noble  lord 
was  fn  office,  the  negociations  at  Lisle  had 
been  broken  off  on  the  same  ground— that 
the  French  Government  required  of  us  to 
giTe  in  our  ultimatum  at  once.  The  dif- 
ference between  us  and  the  American 
commissioners,  with  respect  to  the  Indians, 
was,  that  they  objected  to  their  being 
named  in  the  Treaty,  although  they  said 
that  we  might  depend  upon  it  that  peace 
with  them  would  be  a  necessary  conse- 
quence of  the  Treaty.  They  protested 
against  this  country  interfering,  in  any 
.  manner,  with  respect  to  the  Indians  within 
their  boundary.  We  had  contended  for 
a  definite  boundary  of  the  Indian  territory, 
and  we  had  succeeded  in  obtaining  it. 
We  had  called  upon  the  American  com- 
missioners to  give  in  their  profet^  and  it 
was  the  consideration  of  this  prtffci  which 
had  occupied' so  much  time. 

He  should  now  call  to  -the  recollection 
of  their  lordships,  the  conduct  of  the 
American  Government  in  publishing  a 


pari  of  the  correspondence,  and  should 
submit  it  to  their  judgment  whether  there 
was  a  sufficient  reason  for  our  pi^blishing 
the  whole  of  it.  The  noble  marquis  had 
very  fairly  stated  the  reason  of  their  pub- 
lishing part  of  the  correspondence.  It 
was  because  the  American  Government 
did  not  expect  that  the  negociation  would 
end  in  peace,  and  imagined  that  it  had 
been  broken  off  by  that  time,  that  they 
published  those  papers,  in  order  to  pro- 
duce an  effect  on  the  minds  of  their  people 
hostile  to  this  country.  Was  it  necessary 
for  us  now  to  follow  their  example  after 
the  negociaiion  had  ended  in  peace,  or 
could  we  wish  to  raise  a  feeling  in  thia 
country  hostile  to  America  ?  If  that  could 
not  be  the  wish  of  any  person  in  this 
country,  he  could  not  see  any  motive  for 
departmg  from  the  usual  line  of  proceed- 
ing, and  publishing  the  whole  of  that  cor- 
respondence which  had  ended  in  a  treaty 
of  peace. 

There  was  another  part  of  the  noble 
lord's  speech  which  he  found  it  necessary 
to  touch  upon,  in  order  to  vindicate  the 
honour  of  the  British  arms,  which  he 
thought  had  been  injured  by  some  of  hit 
lordship's  observations.  He  would  con- 
tend that  the  capture  of  Washington  had 
been  attended  with  important  advantagea 
in  the  course  of  the  war.  It  was  that 
event,  and  the  continued  operations  on  the 
Chesapeake,  that  broke  all  their  national 
and  private  banks,  and  which  was  the 
commencement  of  those  financial  difficul- 
ties under  which  the  American  Gov«rn<- 
ment  found  iuelf  so  much  embarrassed* 
He  must  now  sUte  what  the  conduct  of 
the  British  army  was  upon  that  occasion. 
After  a  successful  battle,  they  marched 
upon  Washington.  All  the  public  autho- 
rities had  left  it,  and  he  believed  there 
never  was  an  example  of  any  capital 
having  been  given  up  in  that  manner, 
without  any  sort  of  capitulation.  At  the 
very  moment  when  general  Ross  was 
using  his  utmost  endeavours  to  enforce 
the  most  exact  discipline,  and  to  preserve 
the  lives  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants* 
an  attempt  was  made  to  assassinate  him. 
A  shot  was  fired  at  him  from  a  house, 
which  killed  his  horse.  By  the  laws  of 
war,  after  such  an  act  as  this»  the  lives 
and  properties  of  alV  the  people  of  Wash- 
ington were  forfeited.  The  troops  imme- 
diately proceeded  to  destroy  the  house 
from  which  the  shot  was  fired,  but  the 
voice  of  their  general  was  soon  heard, 
calling  on  them  to  spare  the  lives  and 
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properties  of  the  inhabitants.  He  belietad 
that  whatever  destruction  of  private  pro- 
perty ^  or  whatever  pillage  might  have 
afterwards  taken  place,  was  done,  not  by 
the  British  troops,  but  by  the  Americana. 
Very  shortly  after,  the  principal  inha- 
bitants of  Washington  publicly  acknow- 
ledged the  good  discipline  which  general 
Ross  had  preserved  among  his  troops  at 
Washington.  He  thought  this  statement 
due  to  the  memory  of  that  gallant  officer. 
The  noble  earl  concluded  by  saying,  that 
he  should  give  the  motion  of  the  noble 
marquis  his  direct  negative. 

Earl  Stanhope  sttpported  the  motion. 
He  begged  leave  to  remind  their  lord- 
ships, that  before  the  breaking  oat  of  the 
late  unfortunate  war,  he  had  submitted  to 
them  a  motion  for  the  purpose  of  declar- 
ing a  reciprocity  of  rights  among  all  ma- 
ritime nations.  His  motion  then  met  with 
no  support.  He  was^  however,  happy 
now  to  find,  that  the  noble  earl  had  ex- 
pressly declared,  that  this  country  had 
tio  other  maritime  rights  than  what  be- 
longed equally  to  all  other  nations.  He 
then  read  a  part  of  the  statute  of  queen 
Anne,  which  declared  all  foreign  sailors 
that  had  served  for  two  years,  either  in 
our  ships  of  war  or  our  merchantmen,  to 
be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  of  British 
subjects.  This  was  stronger  than  any 
thing  that  had  ever  been  done  by  Ame- 
rica in  this  way.  As  the  arrangements 
for  preserving  the  peace  with  America 
most  be  principally  made  in  future  by 
Acts  of  Parliament,  he  thought  the  fullest 
information  necessary. 
The  House  then  divided  :  'Ayes  30;  Noe» 
83.—- Majority  against  the  motion  53. 

Lisi  qfike  Minoriiy- 

ouKES*  Grey 

Sussex  Charleoioilt 

Gloucester  '  Cork 

Somerset  Darnley 

EA.BLS.  Lauderdale 
Derby  lords. 

Essex  Say  and  Sele 

SUnhope  St.  John 

Ilchester  King 

Cowper  Grenville 

FitEwilliam  Bulkeley 

Fortescue  Auckland. 
Rosslyn 

The  Marquisses  of  WeUesley  and  LaAs- 
downe  were  shut  out  from  the  division. 
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Friiiy,  AfrU  14.. 
Slave  Tkade.]    Mr.  Wittcrforct  rose. 


for  the  purpose  of  moving  an  Address  to 
his  Royal  Hiffhness  the  Prince  Regent, 
that  he  would  be  graciously  pleased  to 
have  the  several  Petitions  of  Messrs.  Bro- 
dje,    Cooke,    and    Dunbar,  convicted   in 
Sierra  Leone  of  being  engaged  in   the 
Slaye  Trade,  and  certam  other  papers  re- 
lative to  their  subsequent  pardon,  laid  on 
the  table  of  the  House  of  Commons.     Hta 
object,  in  submitting  this  motion,  was  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  that  those  persons 
were  pardoned,  not  from  the  merits  of  the 
case,  but  in  consequence  of  some  infor- 
mality in  the  mode  of  their  conviction. 
It  appeared,  that  they  were  tried  before 
an   incompetent   Iribunat,  and  thM   the 
judge  who  presided  was  not  e>f  the  pro- 
fession of  the  law,  but  appointed  protewt* 
pore  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Upper 
Court.     In  the  decision  of  this  -qoestioit 
the  precedents  of  the  Chief  Justice  were 
followed  as  closely  as  possible^  and  in  so 
doing'' the  Judge  thought  himself  acting 
upon  sure  grounds;  but  the  irregularity 
was  this-^be  crime  of  which  those  three 
men  were  accused,  was  not  committed 
upon  British  territory,  and  the  ordinary 
criminal    court  of  Sierra  Leone  had  no 
authority  to  take  cognizance  of  the  fact. 
The  hon.  member  expressed  his  appre- 
hension that  a  considerable    error    had 
crept  into  the  world  upon  this  subject. 
It  was  too  generally  believed  that  those 
persons  were  pardoned  upon  the  merits  of 
the  case,  without  any  regard  to  the  potok 
of  law  upon  which,  in  reality,  theiv  psurdon 
was  founded ;  he  therefore  thought  it  de- 
sirable that  the  papers  mentioned  io  his 
motion  should  be  produced,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obviating  the  ill  consequences  of 
such    an   opinion.— The    motion    beiilg 
read, 

Mr.  AddingiOH  contended  that  the  pro- 
duction of  the  papers  was  unnecessary, 
and  unauthorized  by  the  custom  of  par« 
liament.  Had  there  been  any  impr<H 
priety  in  the  conduct  of  the  ministers  who 
advised  the  Prince  Regent  to  extead  bis 
mercy  to  the  persons  concerned,  it  wooM 
have  been  a  good  groflnd  for  parlla^ 
mentary  inquiry;  but  none  had  been 
imputed  to  them  in  the  present  instance.' 
The  only  reason  he  could  discover  for  the 
motion  was,  that  a  paoiphlet  had  been 
lately  published,  reflecting  with  some  se« 
verity  on  the  African  Company,  and  mis- 
statins  the  case  of  those  three  men«  Ha 
would  assure  his  hon.  friend,  that  the  law- 
officers  of  the  Crown  had  delivered  it  as 
their  opioioui  that  the  individdals  in  qoes* 
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lion  were  tried  before  an  incoapetenl  Iri* 
bsna),  and  on  that  aecoinifc  alone  the 
Prince  Regent  bad  been  adVited  to  remit 
Ibe  tenlenee. 

Mr.  Horner  ezpretsed  his  rarprise  that 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  thould  oppote 
the  motion,  and  obierred  that  there  was« 
in  the  present  instance,  tofficient  reason 
lor  parliamentary  inqoiry.  The  case  was 
this.  Parliament  had  felt  a  great  and  laa- 
dable  anxiety  for  the  total  abolition  of 
the  SlaTo  Trade.  It  was  therefore  a  Tery 
natoral  curiosity  in  them  to  inqoire,  why 
three  persons  convicted  of  being  engaged 
in  that  traffic,  should  have  received  the 
voyal  pardon.  It  shoald  be  shown  to 
Parliament  and  the  country,  that  it  was  in 
consequence  of  some  defect  in  the  manner 
of  their  conviction,  and  not  from  the 
merits  of  the  case.  It  should.be  shown 
liiat  the  authority  of  the  Grown  was  not 
exercised  to  sanction  that  traffic;  for 
these,  as  well  as  for  ulterior  objects,  the 
motion  should  be  acceded  to.    If  the  ac- 

Jjuittal  arose  from  some  defect  in  form-— 
rom  some  inadequacy,  in  the  Act,  or  in 
the  commission— it  was  important  that 
the  House  should  strengthen  the  Execo- 
tive  i^ainst  all  future  cases,  lest  similar 
acquittals  might  be  the  copeequence  of 
the  present  system*  This  case  had  been 
slated  by  a  person  high  in  judicial  autho- 
rity in  Sierra  Leone  (Dr.  Thorpe) ;  and 
•by  him  it  had  been  studiously  reported, 
that  they  were  acquitted,  although  fi^itish 
subjecls,  because  the  crime  had  not  been 
committed  within  British  territory.  Every 
lawyer,  however,  must  perceivci  that  by 
the  letter  of  the  law,  any  British  subject 
who  waa  found  guilty  of  slave-trading 
might  be  made  amenable  to  the  law.  One 
of  these  men  pleaded  guilty.  Another 
was,  on  the  clearest  evidence,  proved  to 
be  guilty.  The  third  alleged  that  he  was 
a  subject  of  Ferdinand  the  7th ;  it  ap- 
peered,  however,  on  the  trial,  that  he  was 
a  native-born  subject,  and  that  his  pre* 
tence  for  calling  himself  a  subject  of  Fer- 
dinand 7  was,  that  he  had  served  for  a 
certain  time  on  board  a  Spanish  slave- 
ship.  He  was  perhaps  a  very  fit  subject 
for  soch  a  sovereign.  He  did  not  mean 
to  impute  the  slightest  blame  to  Govern* 
ment  on  this  occasion,  but*  be  saw  no 
reason  for  refosing  the  papers. 

•Mr.  BiUkirii  deprecated  all  interference 
by  Parliament,  in  the  exercise  of  the  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown,  and  in  none  more 
than  that  most  valuable  one,  of  extending 
mercy.  He  thought  the  production  of 
(VOL.  XXX.) 


the  papers  unnecesaary,  and  wonld,  there* 
fore,  oppose  the  motion. 

Mr.  fTAMreod  said,  he  was  sure  if  his 
hon.  friend  had  spoken  from  any  other 
part  of  the  House,  [Mr.  Wilberforce  was 
sitting  on  the  Opposition  bench],  and  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  had  the 
benefit  of  his  glasses,  be  would  have  ac- 
ceded to  the  motion.  He  begged  to  re* 
mind  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  that  the 
object  of  the  motion  was  not  to  impeach 
the  Government,  or  the  conduct  of  his 
noble  relative  in  the  exercise  of  what  he 
conceived  to  be  his  duty :  but  it  was  to 
prevent  any  misrepresentation  going  forth 
t6  the  world  as  to  the  grounds  upon 
which  those  persons  had  been  pardoned. 
Now  really,  when  they  recollected  all 
that  was  necessary  for  furthering  the 
great  work  of  the  abolition,  it  couJd  no^ ' 
be  unimportant  to  have  all  the  aspersions 
and  calumnies  which  had  been  cast  upon 
the  Government  removed;  and  to  show 
tbat'it  had  not  taken  any  part  against  the 
abolitionists,  but  that  the  sentence  had. 
been  remitted  through  a  mere  defect  of 
form  in  the  trial.  He  would  again  beg 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  recollect  that 
it  was  the  member  for  Bramber  who  had 
brought  forward  the  motion,  and  that 
though  accidentally  among  them,  he  wab 
not  one  of  those  who  wilfully  sat  upon 
that  bencb. 

The  SoUciiijr  Gemend  said,  that'tbe  opi- 
nion which  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown 
had  given  on  the  occasion,  was  not  founded 
either  on  the  imperfection  of  the  act  of 
parliament  for  the  abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  or  on  that  of  the  commission  which 
was  sent  out  to  carry  the  purposes  of  the 
Act  into  execution.  There  was  no  ques* 
tion,  that  whenever  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted, if  by  a  British  subject,  it  was  « 
liable  and  punishable  by  law.  But  the 
opinion  was  founded  on  the  deficiency  of 
the  power  of  the  colonial  jurisdiction. 
This  crime  was  tried  by  the  colonial  court 
of  Sierra 'Leone,  thouah  not  committed 
within  the  territories  of  Sierra  Leone.  /  It 
might  be  another  question,  whether  it 
might  not  be  right  to  give  the  colonial 
court  the  same  powers  in  criminal  matters 
which  the  courts  here  have.  But  the  fact 
was,  that  they  had  not  them.  He  said  thus 
much  to  show  that  it  was  not  on  the 
ground  of  any  point  of  form,  but  on  that 
ofthe  deficiency  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
colonial  court,  that  the  sentence  had  beeA 
laid  aside.  On  no  other  occasion  did 
Parliament  give  a  colonial  court  a  power 
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to  irf  fo'r  crimes  coniaaitted  out  of  the 
colonial  territories,  and  it  was  not  extra- 
ordinary that  they  did  not  do  so  in  this. 

Mr.  Peier  Moore  said,  that  be  had  laid 
the  foandatioB-atone  of  this  debate^  as  the 
petitions  presented  by  those  persons  had 
been  orignally  transmitted  through  him. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  acknowledging, 
that  lord  Sid  mouth  and  the  rest  of  his 
Majesty's  ministers  .would  have  acted 
with  justice- and  liberality  towards  those 
men ;.  but  he  must  say,  that  bat  for  his 
exertions  their  <^se  would  not  have  been 
so  attcuptively  considered,  and  that  they 
would  now  have  been  perhaps  suffering 
the  penalties  of  their  sentence.  It  had 
been  asserted,  that  the  judge  who  tried 
this  case  had  been  appointed. by  the  chief 
jdstice  of  the  upper  court ;  this  he  felt 
ftothorized  distinctly  to  contradict.  But, 
In  reality^  thfere  had  been  no  evidence  to 
convict  the  prisoners*  He  had  bpth  read 
and  written  on  this  subject,  and  he  felt 
satisfied  that  the  best  mode  of  treating  it 
wontd  be  in  a  committee.  There  they 
could  Examine,  into  the  nature  and  efficacy 
of  the  Act,  and  of  the  manner  of  carrying 
it  into  execution ;  and  there,  too,  he 
feared»  they  would  discover  that  the  pre- 
sent system,  under  the  operation  of  that 
Act,  had  done  greater  injury  to  the  cause 
of  humanity  tha»  the .  Slave  Trade  itself, 
during  the  unlimited  violence  of  its  fury. 
This  ^lone  would  be  a  good  ground  for 
instituting  a  committee,  to  which  should 
be  referred  the  papers  now  moved  for, 
forming  a  mass  of  evidence,  and  of  valua- 
ble information.  He  conceived  the  case 
of  the  individuals  who  had  been  convicted, 
to  b^  extremely  severe,  and  those  who 
declared  them  British  subjects,  and  guilty 
under  the  Act,  seemed  but  little  acquainted 
with  the  circumstances.  In  fact,  o^ly  one 
of  th^m  was  a  British  subject,  Mr.  Brodie, 
and  he  had  not  been  engaged  in  that 
traffic  for  near  twelve  months  previous  to 
the  passing  of  the  Act  under  which  he 
had  been  convicted,  and  of  the  others,  one 
was  an  American  and  one  a  Spaniard* 
Could  it  be  denied,  that  such  an  occur- 
pence  did  not  call  loudly  for  inquiry  ? 
Add  where  could  the  case  be  so  well  m- 
vestigated  as  in  a  committee  ?  He  would, 
therefpre,  entreat  the  hon.  member  to 
prefer  that  mode  of  procedure,  in  which 
be  promked  him  his  most  sincere  co-ope- 
ration ;  hit  time  and  bis  exertions  should 
h9  most  sedulously  deyoted  to  the  attain- 
ment of  that  interesting  object  of  their 
mutual  frisbes. 
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Mr. 'J.  H.  SmyUi  contended,  that  the 
^ubta  of  tim  law  which  had  been  ex* 
pressed  by  ttie  Solicitor  General,  afibrded 
an  additional  proof  of  the  necessity  of  ac- 
ceding to  the  motion. 

Mr.  WUbcrforce,  in  reply,  maintained^ 
that  unless  his  motion  were  granted,  the 
world  would  understand,  that  the  crime  of 
which  these  persons  had  been  convicted' 
might  be  committed  with  impunity.  He 
was  most  anxious  that  it  should,  on  the 
contrary,  be  distinctly  understood  to  be  a 
great  and  atrocious  crime,  punishable  by 
Uie  Briifsh  laws ;  and  that,  in  the  present 
instance,  the  indWidoals  convicted  of  it 
had  been  pardoned  simply  because  they 
had  been  tried  by  an  incompetent  tri- 
bunal. Adverting  to  the  calumnies  which 
had  been  cast  on  the  proceedings  of  the 
Sierra  Lebne  Company,  he  said,  that  with 
respect  to  his  lamented  friend,  the  late 
Mr/  Henry  Thornton,  he  had  been  too 
long  known  in  that  House,  and  too  highly 
respected  for  his  ability  and  integrity,  to 
render  it  necessary  that  he  should  be  vin- 
dicated on  this  occasion.  [Hear,  hear!] 
But  he  wished  to  sUte,  with  regard  to 
another  gentleman,  whose  *  character  was 
not  so  mucn  in  public  view,  be  meant  Mr. 
Macaulay,  that  a  greater  public  benefactor, 
a  more  disinterested  and  indefatigable  in- 
dividual, he  had  never  met  with  in  tho 
course  of  his  experience.  As  to  the  wish 
of  his  hon.  friend,  for  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  subject, 
be  was  convinced,  that  the  more  light 
was  thrown  on  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
pany the  purer  would  it  appear ;  and  ha 
would  court  the  inquiry,  were  it  not  that 
he  really  did  not  think  it  a  pleasant  thing 
to  spend  morning  after  morning  in  a  con- 
tentious investigation  on  the  subject. 
With  respect  to  the  appointment  of  Mr» 
Pardy,  in  contradiction  to  tbe  statement 
of  his  hon.  friend,  he  read  an  extract  of  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Thorpe,  in  which  Mr. 
Purdy  was  recommended  for  the  sitoatton. 
He  complained  of  the  small  sum,  ooly 
9d,000/«  granred  the  Sierra  Leone  Com- 
pany for  civilizing  the  country  around 
them,  while  there  had  been  two.  millions 
granted  formerly  for  rendering  Sierra 
Leone  a  deppt  for  the  Slave  Trade* 

Mr.  Addingion  said,  that  the  judge  who 
tried  those  persons,  not  thinking  the  evi- 
dence conclusive,  was  resolved  to  recom- 
mend them  to  mercy;  but  that,  subse- 
quently, the  question  of  tbe  point  of  law 
was  started,  on  which  the  pardon  waa 
founded. 
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Mr*  Homar  Mid,  he  underetood  the 
three  men  h«d,  i&  their  petitioos,  eclcDow- 
Jedf^ed  their  guilt.  • 

Mr.  Addmgim  replied,  t6at  socb  wai 
the  impression  at  present  on  his  mind. 

Mr.  WiUkm  Smith  said,  that  as  no  injary 
would .  ariAe  from  the  motion,  he  hoped 
there  would  be  no  farther  oppositiofi  to  it. 

Mr.  Barkam  said,  that  as  we  were  call- 
ing on  other  nations  to  put  down  the  Slare 
Trade,  and  as  many  doubts  were  thrown 
on  our  own  sincerity^  every  opportunity 
ahould  be  taken  to  show  the  injustice  of 
airch  calumnies ;  he  thought,  therefore, 
that  the  papers  should  not  be  refused* 

The  Aiiomey  Ctniral  defended  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  the  Solicitor  General, 
from  the  charae  of  throwing  any  doubt  on 
ihe  existing  Taw.  His  hon.  and  learned 
/fiend  had  distinctly  stated,  that  Slaye- 
trading  by  British  subjects,  was  always 
felony.  If  it  were  thought  by  any  one, 
Ahat  the  pardon  of  the  Individuals  in 
question  proceeded  from  any  disposition^ 
on  the  part  of  Government  to  relax  in 
their  honourable  perseverance  in  destroy- 
ing, root  knd  branch,  the  horrible  traffic 
in  human  blood,  such  a  supposition  wu 
utterly  unfounded ;  it  arose  from  a  laud- 
able solicitude  to  keep  different  juris- 
dictions  distinct  and  separate— a  precau* 
iion  indispensably  necessary  for  the  secn- 
rity  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 

Lord  Caulerta^  put  it  to  bis  hon.  friend, 
whether  his  object  had  not  been  com- 
pletely answered  by  the  discussion  which 
had  taken  place?  It  was  manifest,  that 
the  indulgence  which  had  been  granted 
to  the  persons  in  question,  arose  not  out  of 
the  merits  of  their  case,  but  out  of  the 
nature  of  the  jurisdiction  by  which  they 
bad  beta  tried.  Under  these  circum- 
atancee,  he  submitted  to  bis  hon.  frieAd| 
whether  it  would  not  be  wise  to  withdraw 
his  motion  ? 

Mr.  Wilbcfforce  acquiesced  in  this  pro- 
position; and,  after  paying  a  compliment  to 
the  accurate  manner  in  which  wnat  passed 
in  that  House  was  stated  to  the  public, 
withdrew  bis  motion. 

OviaTuax  FaoM  BuoNAPAaTB.l  Mr. 
PoMOHby  rose  and  said  :— -Sir,  I  wisn  to  ask 
the  noble  lord  opposite  some  questions  on 
a  subject  of  the  greatest  importance.  It  is 
Tery  generally  rumoured,  and  the  romour 
ie  very  generally  belieTed,  that  a  propo- 
aition^ao  overtnre— -a  communication^-I 
really  do  not  know  by  what  name  I  ought 
to  call  it-  has  been  made  by  the  present 


ruler  of  France  to  the  Government  of  this 
country.  I  wish  to  ask  the  noble  lord  in 
the  first  inatanoa,  if  such  a  proposition 
has  been  made  ;  and  in  the  next  in* 
stance*  if  it  has  been  made,  what  hat  been 
done  by  his  Majesty's  Government  in 
consequence  ?  It  has  been  rumoured,  that 
.the  communication  to  which  I  allude  has 
been  transmitted  to  the  Court  of  Vienna. 
If  the  noble  lord  should  answer  the  two 
questions  which  I  have  already  pot  to  him 
in  the  affirmative,  I  wiih  then  to  ask  him, 
if  the  noble  lord  has  no  objection  to  the 
inquiry,  and  I  am  not  disposied  tQ  press 
•ny  question  improperly,  when  any  com- 
munication may  be  expected  from  Vienna 
in  return  r 

Lord  CaaUret^h. — I  am  sure,  Sir,  Uiat 
under  the  present  circumstances  of  Europe', 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  will  not  expect 
me  to  state  the  nature  either  of  the  com* 
munication  or  of  the  reply.  I  have  no 
difficulty  in  saying,  that  snch  a  commu- 
nication has  been  rfceived  by  his  Ma« 
jesty's  Government,  and,  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  has  surmised,  that  it  has  been 
transmitted  to  our  Allies  assembled  '  at 
Vienna.  At  whist  particular  moment  the 
answer  may  be  expected  it  is  not  in  my 
power  to  inform  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  FcNisonli^.— When  was  the  commn* 
nication  sent  off  to  Vienna  ? 

Lord  CattUrta^h* — Immediately  on  its 
receipt  by  his  Majesty's  Government** 
about  three  days  ago. 

Mr.  JPoRSoiil^.— 1  repeat,  Sir,  that  I  am 
anxious,  not  improperly  to  press  any 
question  on  the  noble  lord,  but  this  is  a 
subject  which  seems  to  me  of  the  highest 
importance.  Is  it  in  the  concemplatioir  of 
of  his  Majesty's  GoYernment  to  take  any 
step  aggressire  towards  France  before  the 
the  anf wer  from  Vienna  shall  arrive  ? 

Lord  CssifciMgA.— I  most  really  beg 
leave  to  decline  replymg  to  this  question. 

Mr.  PoMpnlyi  after  saying  that  he  would 
not  press  it,  proceeded  to  obserre,  that 
there  was  another  subject  on  which  it  was 
necessary  to  make  some  arrangement. 
He  alluded  to  his  motion  reepecting  Genoa, 
which  bad  fallen  to  the  ground,  in  con- 
eequeace  of  a  House  not  having  be^n 
made  yesterday.  As  be  understood  the 
noble  lord  when  this  subject  was  lately 
talked  of  by  them,  the  noble  lord  was 
disposed  to  grant  some  of  the  papers 
which  he  required,  though  not  all.  It 
would  perhaps  sate  time  were  he  to  read 
the  motion,  which  it  was  his  intention  19 
makei  it  waaas follows:^*  That  an  humble 
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Address  be  presented  to  the  Priiloe  Re- 
gent^  praying  thai  his  Royal  Highness 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  order  that 
there  be  laid  before  the  House,  copies  of 
any  instructions  given  to  lord  .Wtllian 
Bentinck  in  181 1,  1812  and  1818,  by  his 
Royal  Highnesses  command,  touching  his 
lordahip's  conduct  respecting  (he  Island 
of  Sicily,  and  the  government  thereof,  as 
ivell  as  the  application  of  the  British  forces 
in  the  said  Island  ;  and  also  touching  his 
lordship's  conduct  respecting  Italy,  and 
^e  States  and  people  thereof."  He  wished 
to  ascertain  how  far  the  noble  lord  might 
be  disposed  to  accede  to  this  motion,  that 
he  might  thereby  regulate  his  futnra  pro* 
ceedings. 

Lora  Ct^kre^gh  replied,  that  he  bad  no 
objection  to  the  early  part  of  th^  motion 
respecting  Sicily  ;  and  that  with  respect 
io  the  latter  part,  although  he  could  not 
consent  to  produce  lord  W.  Bentinck's 
instructions  generally  as  reapecting  Italf, 
be  was  perfectly  disposed  to  produce  the 
part  of  bis  lordship  s  instructions  which, 
perhaps,  might  be  desired  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Potuonfy  inquired  if  the  noble  lord 
was  disposed  to  consent  to  the  ptroductiesi 
of  so  much  of  the  instructions  of  lord  W, 
Bentinck  respecting  Italy,  as  ceg arded  the 
taking  advantage  of  any  disposiiioa  to 
insurrection  against  the  power  of  France  ? 

Lord  CaUkrcagh  answered,  that  he  had 
DO  objection  to  the  production  of  that  part 
of  lord  W.  Bentinck's  instructions.  If  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  commuoicate 
in  private  with  him  on  the  subject,  they 
might  probably  come  to  an  onderstaodiug 
upon  it. 

Mr.  Ponuonhy  said,  that  the  noble  lord  ap- 
peared disposed  to  give  all  that  he  wanted. 
He  would  at  present  fix  bis  motion  for 
Tuesday,  and  would,  in  the  course  of  the 
'evening,  avail  himself  of  the  indulgence 
of  the  noble  lord  to  communicate  with 
him  on  the  subject. 

Prince  Tallethano's  Letteb.]  Mr. 
Whubrtad^-^^r,  another  most  extraordi* 
nary  paper  has  appeared  in  the  poblie 
prints.  I  mean  the  Letter  from  Princo 
Talleyrand  to  the  noble  lord  opposite, 
purporting  to  be  an  answer  to  a  letter 
from  the  noble  lord,  desiring  his  opinion 
on  the  conduct  which  ought  to  be  pur- 
sued by  Congress  towards  Naples;  and 
'ending  with  a  request  to  the  noble  lord  to 
apply  to  his  Couci  for  authority  Io  sub- 
scribe a  tesolotion  of  Congreia,  ttcagoi^ 
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ing  Fcrdinatid  the  4th  aa  king  of  Naples. 
I  wish  to  aak  tho  noble  lord,  with  a  Tjevi^ 
not  of  course  to  any  present,  but  to  some 
ulterior  proceeding,  whetlier,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  letter  so  published  is  substantially 
accurate,  although  it  nay  not  be  so  ia 
terms  ? 

Lord  CoMikftngk^^  can  only  say  in 
reply  to  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  the 
reasons  by  which  I  was  influenced  thb' 
other  evening  in  declining  to  satisfy  the 
hon.  gentleman's  inquiries  continue  to 
operate.  Whenever  they  aball' cease  to 
exist  1  will  cheerfully  answer  all  quca*- 
tions,  enter  into  any  discussion,  and  gi^o 
every  information  on  the  subject*  I  am 
at  a  loss  to  conceive  what  can  be  tho 
object  of  these  qnesiioos  by  the  bon.  gen* 
tleman  with  respect  to  individual  docu- 
ments and  circumstances,  seeing  that, 
whether  I  were  to  answer  them  affirma*- 
tively  or  negatively,  it  is  impossible  that 
the  bon.  gentleman  could  foond  upon  such 
answers  any  parliamentary  proceeding. 

Mr.  WhUhnad.—'WkM  the  noblo  lord 
has  said  is  a  complete  admission  of  Iho 
authenticity  of  the  letter  in  question.  No 
person  who  has  heard  the  noblo  lord  can 
entertain  a  shadow  of  doubt  tbal  the  letlor 
wbioh  has  been  pnblished  in  the  newa» 
papers,  and  described  to  be  from  PrincO 
Talleyrand  to  the  noble  lord,  is  gjsnuine. 
This,  Sir,  is  not  the  time  to  press  a  debate 
on  the  subject.  The  noble  lord  says  he  is 
preyiared,  whenever  the  proper  time  shall 
arrive,  to  give  the  House  every  inforraa« 
tiofi  upon  it.  If  the  noble  lord  really  will 
communicate  the  whole  of  the  correspond 
dence  that  passed  between  him  and  prince 
Hardenberg  and  prince  Talleyrand,  prior 
and  consequent  lo  the  notabto  letters  in 
whicK  prince  Hardenberg,  prince  Talley* 
rand,  and  the  noble  lord,  cut  such  a  Agure^ 
Parliament  will  then  be  enabled  to  take  a 
full  and  fair  view  of  the  question. 

Motion  fou  A  CoteisiT'ni  on  Tat 
Civil  List  Account.]  In  puveoaneo  of 
the  notice  he  had  given, 

Mr.  Tiemty  rose  to  move  for  an  inquiry 
into  the  causes  of  the  excesses  of  the  Civil 
Liat.  The  obfect  which  he  had  in  rkm 
was  not  so  much  m  move  the  appoinWent 
of  a  comoMHce,  for  he  considered  that  no 
objection  would  bo  made  to  this,  so  as  to 
couple  wish  the  appointment  of  thai  com* 
mitiee  a  power  or  examining  such  penont 
as  couki  esplaMH  and  of  colling  for  the 
production  of  snoh  papers  ao  might  be 
{ calontated  to  tbroiv  light  on  the  oxpexdi* 
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Ittre  of  the  Civil  Lift.  He  fell  tbtt  each  a 
case  exiHed  in  ihe  excess  of  tbe  CiTil  Lit  I 
eacpendiiorei  as  josiified  bim  in  asking  for 
o  power  to  enable  the  coimnittee  to  send 
for  persons  and  papers ;  and  be  admitted 
that  on  ordinary  occasions  such  a  measure 
ought  not  to  be  resorted  to^  and  that  it  was 
desirable  in  general  that  as  delicate  an  iii* 
vestigation  shotild  lake  place  into  tbe  royal 
hooseholdi  as  possible.  He  was  ready  to 
admit  this  as  broadly  as  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite  coo  Id  do.  He  felt  rt 
tieceasary  for  him  to  make  ont,  that  there 
had  been  such  an  enormity  in  the  expen- 
diture of  tbe  Civil  List,  such  an  infffficiency 
In  the  labours  of  all  former  committees, 
that  unless  the  House  were  determined  to 
aay,  wheneter  there  was  a  debt  on  the 
Civil  List  they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
pay  it,  if  they  did  not  appoint  a  commit* 
toe  with  such  powers,  there  would  be  an 
end. to  every  thing  like  control  over  the 
royal  expenditure.  If  this  was  not  a  case 
for  the  interference  of  Parliament,  he  knew 
tet  when  a  case  could  possibly  be  made 
Mt.  If  gentlemen  would  refer  to  the  last 
page  qf  the  accounts  laid  before  the  House, 
they  wovM  see  the  first  reason  why  he 
brought  this  subject  before  them  ;--*they 
Would  find,  that  since  1812,  two  years 
and  three  quarters  had  elapsed  to  the 
period  op  to  which  the  accounts  before 
them  were  made  op  ;-^attd  they  would 
find,  that  since  18(9,  Parliament  bad  pro- 
Tided,*  for  the  purpose  of  sqoaring  the 
Civil  List  aecodnts,  the  sum  of  2.827,000/. 
voted  under  difRErent  Acts  of  ParKa* 
ment.  In  18  r2,  there  was  a  sort  of  recog- 
nition of  the  expenditure  of  a  farther  sum 
of  I24,000(.  He  did  complain  at  the  time 
of  this ;  it  was  not,  however,  now  neces- 
eary  to  do  more  than  fo  state,  that  one  of 
tbe  objections  he  had  urged  against  sanc- 
tioning the  expenditure  of  this  excedent, 
wbkh  took  place  between  the  years  18M 
and  1 81 1,  was,  that  it  would  beget  an  in- 
diiference  to  any  farther  excedent.  The 
result  had  but  tno  clearly  proved  the  truth 
of  this ;  for  instead  of  tbiT  excedent  of 
124,000/.  which  might  be  said  to  be  sanc- 
tioned by  Parliament,  the  actual  excedent 
in  the  last  two  years  and  three  quarters, 
bad  been  321,000/.  The  total  of  the  sums 
of  the  Parliamentary  estrmates,  the  surplus 
of  Exchequer  fees,  and  the  excedents, 
connived  at  by  Parliament,  amounted  to 
3j299,000l.-^bat  was  the  whole  of  the 
sums  which  they  were  entitled  to  expend 
in  two  years  and  three  quarters.  The 
charge  during  that  period  amotrnted  to  no 


less  than  4»108,000<L  The  excess  beyond 
the  established  allowance  was  therefore  n6 
less  than  809,000/.  He  need^  not,  thera- 
fore,  to  say  one  word  more  in  order  to 
prove  to  the  House  tbe  necessity  lor  an 
investigation ;  and  he  would  ask  the  House 
if  it  was  possible  to  state  a  ease  which 
called  more  loudly  for  a  strict  inquiry  f 
Tbe  new  sera,  which  commenced  in  1812; 
bad  at  once  produced  the  terrible  excesa 
of  809,000/.  But  the  excess  was  actually 
greater  in  amount ;  for  to  make  tbe  neir 
sara  set  out  well,  100,000/.  bad  been  voted 
as  an  outfit.  His  Royal  Highness^  there* 
fore,  it  appeared,  had  expended  more 
than  900,000/.  above  tbe  sum  allowed  to 
him,  in  less  than  two  years  and  three  qoar» 
ters,  and  that  after  bemg  allowed  to  exceed 
by  124,000/. 

The  next  thing  he  was  called  on  10 
show  was,  that  the  Civil  List,  for  a  lensth 
of  time,  had  been  in  tbe  practice  of  a 
yearly  encroachment  above  the  Parlia* 
mentary  allowance.  In  no  one  case  of  an 
average  of  rears  had  they  ever  attempted 
to  keep  within  any  thing  like  reasonable 
bounds.  Tbe  knowledge  of  this  was  ^e* 
nerally  kept  from  Parliament  till  it  waa 
found  necessary  to  come  before  Parlia* 
ment  to  have  the  Civil  List  debt  paid  off. 
This  was  one  of  the  inconveniencies  of 
leaving  the  droits'of  the  Admiralty  at  the 
disposal  of  the  Crown.  The  result  of  this 
had  been  that  for  seven  years  together 
the  Civil  List  excess  had  been  kepi  from 
the  House  by  the  great  amount  of  the 
droits  of  Admiralty;  for  the  right  wal 
assuttved  by  tbe  Crown  of  d'fstributmg  the 
proceeds  of  the  droits  of  the  Admiralty 
either  among  the  cspiors,  or  to  the  Royal 
Family,  or  to  the  Civil  List,  in  whatever 
proportions  H  thought  proper.  In  1785 
the  Civil  List  was  fixed  at  897,000/.  In  r 
the  seven  years  ending  1797  tbe  ei^pendr- 
ture  amounted  to  955,000/.  being  an  excess 
of  58,0(X)/.  This  was  such  an  excess, 
however,  as  called  for  no  very  serious  in- 
vestigation ;  and  it  was  easily  possible,  Itt 
such  extensive  transactions,  to  have  such 
an  excess.  Tbe  next  seven  years,  end« 
ing  1804.  the  average  expenditure  was 
1,080,000/.;  and  if  they  were  to  set  the 
955,000/.  against  it,  they  would  find  that 
it  exceeded  it  by  125,000/.  Three  com- 
mittee! had  been  appointed  in  different 
years  to  inaoire  into  the  Civil  List  expen- 
diture, the  last  m  1804;  and  they  all  sug< 
gested  the  propriety  of  a  new  estimate 
being  framed,  that  Parliament  might  know 
t*  vbut  extent  tbe  liberality  of  ihe  public 
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coold  go,  and  what  boandsahould  b0  fixed 
,lo  ibe  royal  expenditure.  In  the  time  of 
.Mr.  Pitt  ao  estimate  was  accordingly  pro- 
duct* Which  stated  that    979,000/.    in 

addition  to  the  relief  afforded  the  Civil 

List,  by  taking  83>000/.  from  it  to  other 
'departmopts,  would  prevent  the  necessity 
of  any  farther  recurrence  to  Parliament. 
He  begged  the  attention  of  the  House  to 
that  estimate,  because  it  had   been  the 
•fashion  of  late  to  contend  for  having  it  set 
aside.    It  had  been  said  it  was  good  for 
nothing,  as  it  was  not  equal  to  the  average 
expenditure  of  the  seven  years   before. 
Did   they  believe  that   Mr.  Pitt  would, 
bring  forward  an  estimate,  which  on  the 
face,  of  it  was  a  mere  nullity  ?     He  would 
do  Mr.  Pitt  the  justice  to  say,  that  he  be* 
lieved  he  would  not  have  produced  this 
estimate  if  he  had  not  felt  a  reasonable 
expectation  that  by  some  new  regulation 
of  the  household  such  a  saving  might  be 
expected,  as  would  make  it  applicable  to 
the  purpose  for  which  it  was  intended. 
This  showed  the  necenity  of  examining 
persons,  to  know  why  this  estimate  could 
not  answer  the  purpose ;    because  it  was 
only  the  estimate  and  charge  which  they 
had  before  them,  but  how  that  estimate 
fell  short  of  the  charge  they  were  in  the 
dark,  and  must  be  so  till  the  appointment 
of  a  committee,  with  the  powers  in  ques- 
tion, on  what  grounds  it  so  fell  short.    It 
would  be  a  mere  waste  of  time  to  appoint 
a  committee,  except  they  gave  them  such 
a  power.    In    1804  the  estimate  which 
Parliament  thought   fit  to  sanction  was 
979,000/.,  and  the  Civil  List  went  on  with- 
out Parliament  having  an  opportunity  of 
knowing  whether  there  was  any  excedent 
in  consequence  of  the  sums  derived  from 
the  droits  of  Admiralty,  till  1812,  when 
the  subject  came  before  Parliament,  and 
it  then  turned  out  that  the  estimate  was 
not  worth  any  thing.    So  that  it  appeared 
to  be  considered,  that  if  a  debt  was  in- 
curred in  one  year,  that  debt  was  to  serve 
for  a  justification  of  all  subsequent  debts. 
The  expenditure  of  the  seven  years,  end- 
ing 1811,  was  1,102,000/.  leaving  anew 
excess  of  123,000/.     The  next  estimate 
produced  was   in  1812— -he  called  it  an 
estimate,  though  it  was  not  such  in  reality, 
because  it  had  all  the  effect  of  one.    The 
average  expenditure  of  the  seven  preced- 
ing years  was  taken,  being  1,102,000/., 
with  a  power  of  exceeding  to  the  amount 
of  10,000/.,  being  124,000/.  above  the  esti- 
ms^teof  1804. 

In  entering  upon  a  consideration  of  the 
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charge  of  the  period  since  1812,  he  would 
first  ccyosider  the  two  years,  and  then  sepa* 
<rately  consider  the  three  quarters  from 
April   18(1;,  uf>  to   January   1815.     In 
'these  two^  first  years,  up  to  the  5th  April 
1614,  the  excess  of  the  charge  amounted 
to  118,000/.     The  first  excess  which  he 
had   mentioned  was  58,000/.,  next  came 
the  excess  above  that  of  125,000/.,  then 
the  further  excess  of  123,000/.,  and  at  last, 
in  the  new  sera,  and  in  the^  two  first  years 
of  it,  an  annual  excess  of  1 1 8,000/.    Next 
came  the  last  three-quarters,  op  to  the  5th 
of  January  last.    The  whole  two  years 
and  three-quarters  charge  was  S>7£j2»00Q/. 
At  the  rate  of  the  estimate  it  would  have 
been  3,032,000/.  From  that  sum  however 
it  would  be  proper  to  deduct  certain  sums^ 
which  were  not  expenses  which   could 
be  supposed  likely  to  occur  again.     He 
would  make,  as  a  fair  allowance  for  this, 
220,000/.;  for  this  expense,  from  all  that 
appeared  on  the  accounts  now  before  the 
House,  amounted  to  180,000/*  and  40,000/^ 
being  together  5^20,000/.    After  making 
this  deduction  there  was  left  an  excess  of 
of  53 1,000/.  over  the  two  years  and  three- 
quarters,  making  the  excess  from  1812  no 
less  than  196,000/.  per  annum.      Now, 
this  was  taking  the  subject  in  the  way 
most  favourable  to  those  who  were  ad* 
vocates  for    a  great  expenditure.     But 
there  were  others  who  thought  that  the 
estimate  of  1 804  was  perfectly  sufficient ; 
and  when  this  estimate  was  taken,  the  ex- 
cess was  no  less  than  321^000/.;   so  that 
after   deducting   the   extraordinary   ex- 
penses occasioned  by  the  visit  of  the  Em- 
peror of  Russia  and  the  King  of  Prussia, 
there  was  still  an  excess  of  321,000/.  This 
excess  of  321,000/.  most  be  paid  by  the 
nation.    In  a  time  of  war  this  excess 
might  be  attended  with  no  great  trouble, 
because  it   might  be  covered  by  sums 
drawn  from  the  droits  of  Admiralty.    Bot 
in  a  time  of  peace,  if  the  scale  of  expen- 
diture were  to  be  adhered  to,  it  would  be 
found  necessary  to    call  for    additional 
sacrifices  from  the  people,  to  cover  this 
excess  of  S2 1,000/, 

This  was  as  strong  a  case  as  could  be 
stated  to  justif)*^  the  calling  persons  before 
a  committee,  to  inquire  from  them  how 
the  expenditure  bad  arisen.  There  had 
already  been  five  comOiittees  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  Civil  List  expenditure, 
all  desirous  of  doing  what  could  be  done 
for  remedying  this  evil.  But  till  a  com- 
mittee should  have  it  in  their  power  to 
examine  persons  as  to  the  interior  of  the 
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household,  it'  was  impossible  that  their 
labours  could  be  attended  with  any  good 
effect.  In  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
interior  of  the  household,  lie  did  not  wish 
it  for  any  impertinent  purposes,  or  the 
sake  of  hearing  unpleasant  tales,  but  in 
order  to  see  Mr\y  on  what  sam  the  Court 
coald  actually  be  maintained  without 
coming  to  Parliament  for  additional  sums 
of  money.  He  was  acting  as  the  best 
friend  of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  becaune  nothing  created  such  a 
soreness  out  of  doors,  as  the  seeing  con- 
tinual applications  for  3  or  400,000/.  to 
Parliament.  •  This  was  the  greatest  pos- 
sible eye- sore  to  them ;  and  the  proTent- 
ing  this  was  one  of  the  greatest  adfantages 
of  having  a  Civil  List.  He  saw  otherwise 
no  advantage  in  having  a  Civil  list  X^e 
Civil  List  was  appointed  for  the  purpose 
of  setting  apart  such  an  annual  sum  for 
the  Crown  as  would  be  sufficient  for  its 
expenditure,  without  exposing  it  to  dis* 
cossions  like  that  which,  with  p^in  to 
himself,  he  was  now  under  the  necessity 
of  bringing  forward.  If  it  were  not  for 
this  good  effect,  as  far  as  economy  was 
concerned,  it  would  be  better  set  aside, 
and  the  sums  voted' article  by  article.  But 
for  the  comfort  of  the  Crown,  this  would 
be  one  of  the  nfost  cruel  steps  which  could 
be  taken.  Once  for  all,  let  the  Hoose 
settle  this  point— what  would  be  a  suffi- 
cient establishment  for  the  Crown.  He 
wished  to  see  a  proper  sum  fixed  for 
keeping  up  (he  splendour  of  the  monarchy 
of  England.  But  the  present  was  such  a 
merciless  extravagance  as  had  never  oc- 
curred in  the  history  of  this  country  be- 
lore. 

In  examining  the  accounts  before  the 
House,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  travel 
through  all  the  Bgures:  the  committee 
to  be  appointed  would  have  power  to  do 
this,  and  they  would  be  all  sifted  up 
stairs.  It  was  not  his  wish  to  enter  into 
any  details  in  the  great  branches  in 
which  there  was  the  greatest  excedent— 
the  third  class,  relating  to  ambassadors, 
the  fourth  class,  relating  to  the  Household, 
and  the  class  of  occasional  payments.  As 
to  the  fourth  class,  he  considered  it  his 
duty  to  observe  that  in  the  Lord  Steward's 
department  a  laudable  anxiety  had  been 
shown  to  reduce  the  expenditure,  and  no- 
thing proved  better  what  could  be  done 
when  it  was  seriously  gone  about.  In 
1813  and  18U  the  charges  in  this  de- 
partment were  considerably  less  than  in 
1810  and  1811,  from  a  person -coming  to 


the  management  sincerely  desirous  of  a 
redaction.  In  1810  and  1811,  the  Lord 
Steward's  expenses  amouoted  to  272fiOOL 
In  1813  and  1814  they  were  reduced  to 
1 64,0001.  Now  any  gentleman  would 
have  said,  had  such  a  redaction  u  this 
been  hinted  at  two  or  three  years  ago^ 
that  it  was  impossible,  and  that  the  ob« 
jecUon  proceeaed  merely  fn>m  a  captious 
disposition,  and  an  onwillingneas  to  make 
any  allowance  for  the  increase  in  the  ' 
price  of  all  articles*  He  was  ready  to 
admit  that  a  great  deal  had  been  done  by 
the  Lord  Stevi^ard  in  a  very  short  time. 
The  year  1812  was  a  broken  period,  and 
he  had  not  chosen  it$  but  1813  and  1814 
was  an  unbroken  period.  On  comparing 
these  two  years  with  the  other  two  yeara^ 
there  was  a  saving  of  58,000(.  or  29,000/. 
per  annum.  He  conid  not  say  so  muoh 
of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  department 
during  the  years  1813  and  18l4.  In  1810 
and  1811  the  expenditure  was  319,000/. 
In  1813  and  J8l4itwas  293,000f.  being 
an  excedent  of  73,000/.  So  thatwhilo 
the  department  of  the  Lord  Steward  was  re* 
duced  by  58,000/. ;  that  of  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, perhaps  from  there  being  mora 
demands  for  the  particular  commodities 
which  he  furnished,  was  73,000/.  hisher. 
In  1810  and  1811  the  Master  of  the 
Horse's  expenditure  was  58,674/.  In  1813 
and  1814  it  was  93,000/.,  being  an  excess 
of  34,000/.,  always  observing  that  this  was 
apart  from  the  three  last  quarters  up  to 
January  last. 

What  he  had  hitherto  stated,  referred  to 
the  period  before  April  1814.  He  would 
now  proceed  to  notice  the  state  of  the  ac* 
count  for  the  three  last  quarters,  up  to 
January,  1815,  of  which,  for  the  sake  of 
clearness  in  the  calculations,  be  would 
reckon  only  upon  two,  and  doubling  the 
som  they  supplied,  it  would  of  conse- 
quence be  the  expense  of  a  whole  year# 
supposing  the  last  half  to  be  continued 
upon  the  same  scale  as  the  first.  Accord- 
ing to  this  mode  of  calculation  it  would 
appear  that  there  would  be  an  exceeding 
of  no  less  than  101,000/.  upon  a  view  of 
the  various  departments.  Such  a  state- 
ment, he  imagined,  was  sufficient  to  show 
that  an  inquiry,  although  somewhat  ex- 
traordinary in  its  powers,  was  necessary.  ' 
He  conceived  that  if  his  motion  rested 
merely  upon  this  declaration,  he  had  made 
out  a  strong  case.  He  was  willing  to 
allow  that  a  part  of  this  surplus  might  be 
accounted  for,  and  that  another  part  con- 
sisted of  sums  that  ought  not  to  be  charged 
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upon  the  Civil  Litt,  but  there  would  still  I 
reoMiin  a  very  large  anurantt  which  ought 
to  be  iDvestigatei^. 

The  third  elaM  retpeeted:  Anbanadort. 
Ih  the  diiemsioR  of  the  Arniy  Extraordi* 
nariesy  somethflDg  had  heao  obwrved  upon 
thii  head ;  and  appealt  had  bees*  made  to 
the  ftelingt,  tegarding  the  ardaous  and 
heavy  espenaes  of  Foreign  Ministers. 
Those  appeals  were  then  eSectoaf,  and 
Midistersr  knew  that  they  were  lihely  to 
be  so ;  he  had  not  been  uninflaenced  by 
them«  bat  this  very  fact  showed  that  the 
House  waa  not  the  proper  place  to  make 
snoh  inquiries,  it  was  not  to  be  accom- 
pilehed  in  one  evening«^t  rehired  calm, 
coeli  and  long  deliberation.  He  did  not 
mean  for  a  moment  to  hint,  that  any  of 
our  Bnvoye  had  made  charges  that  *bad 
not  been  incurred;  hot  it  could  not  be 
doubted^  that  when  they  were  allowed  to 
draw  for  unlimited  sums^  our  diplomatic 
agenta  were  not,  and  could  not,  in  the  na- 
tnre  of  things,  be  so  careful  as  if  they 
were  restricted,  and  knew  that  if  they  ex- 
pended beyond  a  certain  amount  they 
veoeld  find  at  least  some  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining a  reimburaement.  It  was  not  to ' 
be  wondered  that  the  charges  were  so 
heavy,  if  our  Foreign  Ministers  were  to  be 
the  only  travellers  on  the  Continent  who 
disregarded  all  expenses,  and  who  threw 
al)out  the  public  money  on  both  sides, 
and  gave  double  entertainments  for  the 
sake  of  keeping  up  the  precedence  of 
*  Great  Britain.  Among  the  items  in  this 
division  was  15,0002.  lor  lord  Aberdeen ; 
how  it  bad  been  expended,  he  could  not 
even  form  a  conjecture.  To  say^  the  least 
of  it,  {here  had  been  a  very  loose  expen- 
diture. It  ought  not  to  be  forgotten  that 
in  this  class  was  to  be  included  the  cele- 
brated Embassy  to  Lisbon  [Hear,  hear !]. 
The  very  moment  when  the  country  ilas 
so  reduced,  and  the  charges  upon  the 
Civil  List  were  so  enormous,  it  had  been 
thought  proper  to  exalt  a  mere  Envoyship 
into  an  Embassy,  by  which  a  new  annual 
burthen  of  14,000/.  was  imposed  upon  the 
nation.  Why  this  singular  step  had  been 
resolved  upon,  was  a  question  well  deserv- 
iag  inquiry.  Inquiry  upon  this  point 
would  be  more  proper  in  the  absence  of 
the  subject  of  it,  since  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Canning)  who  had  under- 
taken the  arduous  duty  of  Ambassador  at 
the  Court  of  Lisbon  were  now  present,  he 
(Mr.  Tierney)  would  hardly  think  it  right 
to  call  htm  to  account,  since  the  tempta* 
Hon  held  out  waa  such  as  flesh  asid  blood 


Motion  fir  ^  Cbmmiiim 


\m 


could  not  be  expected  to  resist  [Hear« 
hear!  and  laughter}.  What  cause  had 
beeu  assigned  for  this  appointment  ^  ft 
was  said  that  it  was  necessary  that  an  am« 
bassador  should  be  named  to  congratulate 
the  Pririce  Regent  of  Portugal  on  hts  re* 
torn  from  the  Brazils.  To  this  it  was 
repKcd',  that  it'  would  have  been  better  tf» 
wait  until  his  IBfoyal  Highness  arrived«^ 
unless,  indeed,  it  were  necessary  to  allow 
our  Minister  there  time  to  prepare  hi* 
speech  for  the  important  occasion.  le 
turned  out,  however,  that  the  Prince 
Regent  never  came.  And  did  not  this 
whole  transaction  give  gentlemen  an  itch* 
ing  desire  to  make  immediate  inquiry  ? 
The  country  had  no  satisfactory  intelli- 
gence to  convince  it  that  it  had  been  the 
design  of  the  Prince  Regent  of  Portugal 
to  return,  aUhongh,  to  keep  op  the  pre* 
tence,  a  ship  had  been  fitted  out  to  bring 
him  home,  at  a  charge  of  4O,000/.  Thu 
mere  fitting  up  of  the  cabin  cost  6,000/. 

As  to  the  Ambassadors  we  had  employed 
on  the -Continent,  why  was  it  necessary  to 
appoint  individuals  who  would  be  doubly 
chargeable,  as  Generals  and  as  Ambasea^- 
Jors  ?— Formerly  if  we  sent  out  military 
men,  they  were  Colonels  and  Lieutenant* 
Colonels.  It  was  replied,  that  Ministers 
wanted  information ;  but  why  procure  it  at 
such  an  enormous  expense  ?  The  Generals 
and  their  stafl&  had  been  of  no  possiblo 
use  to  the  cause.  What  good  had  been 
done  by  lord  Cathcart  or  any  of  our  other 
high  military  officers  ?  The  >Vllies  would 
not  give  sixpence  for  a  hundred  such  Ge* 
nerals.  They  wanted  no  Generals ;  they 
had  enough  of  their  own. 

Such  a  profuse  and  unwarrantable  ex- 
penditure* was  not  to  be  paralleled  in  the 
history  of  any  Court  of  Europe.  The  su- 
perficial view  of  the  state  of  the  Civil  List, 
that  was  allowed  by  Ministers,  bore  strong 
marks  of  improper  conduct.  He  did  not 
say  positively  that  it  did  exist,  but  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  House  to  remove  the  im* 
potation.  It  was  not  merely  a  queation  of 
money,  but  of  patronage ;  it  was  a  oues* 
tion  which  regarded  the  influence  or  the 
Crown  in  Parliament,  how  far  this  Civil 
List  had  been  applied  to  legitimate  and 
constitutional  purposes  [Hear,  bear!]* 
The  country  could  not  fail  to  view  the 
application  of  this  money  with  jealousy, 
and  it  would  require  a  Committee  perma- 
nently and  satisfactorily  to  settle  how  the 
expenditure  shouM  in  niture  be  regulated. 
It  beceme  the  Court  i|ot  to  be  too  extrava* 
gaot,  aad  the  House  luit  to  be  parsimoiii* 
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ouf«  Wbal  had  been  the  coodoct  of  Per* 
lieaient  upon  thia  sobject?  had  it  dealt 
Ottt  the  public  money  with  too  apariog  a 
hand?  In  1812,  IOO»00(M.  was  Toted  for 
the  oatfit  of  the  Regency.  In  1814,  a 
debt  that  bad  been  incurred,  notwitbetand* 
ing  that  liberality,  to  the  extent  of 
1 18,000/.  wai  paid  by  Parliament,  and  in 
tbo  coarse  of  the  last  year  100,000/.  more 
bad  been  adtanced.  What  was  the  re* 
turn  now  made  for  ibis  liberality  i  That 
tw  the  last  three  quarters  tbe  House  was 
called  upon  to  pay  an  exceeding  of 
4Se7,000/.  Such  was  the  return—would 
tbe  House  bear  it,  or  if  tbe  House  con- 
sented, would  tbe  country  submit  to  it  ? 
Was  it  to  be  expected  that  any  man  in 
the  nation  would  ever  again  submit  to  the 
property  tax,  or  to  any  other  tax,  while 
such  wanton  expenditure  existed  in  the 
Court?  Perhaps  Ministers  could  nol  re« 
medy  the  e?il*-4here  was  yery  likely 
something  in  the  Court  that  controlled 
them,  but  he  hoped  that  the  House  of 
Commons  was  yet  sufficiently  oniofluenced 
to  insist  upon  inquiry. 

The  Windsor  establishment  was  most 
extraordinary,  and  he  had  always  thought 
that  a  great  reduction  might  be  made  in 
it.  The  King  in  bis  infirm  state  was  al- 
lowed no  less  than  1 60,000/.  Tbe  Qoecn 
obtained  68,000/.  and  the  four  princesses, 
independently  of  annuities,  16,000/.  which, 
inclnding  the  duchy  of  Lancaster,  tbe 
whole  sum  was  no  less  than  255,000/.  a 
year.  In  the  Lord  Steward's  department 
the  charge  at  Windsor  was  no  less  than 
70.000/.  Either  the  Prince  Regent  spent 
too  little,  which  no  man  would  contend, 
or  ho  spent  too  aiocb,  which  few  men 
woold  deny ;  but  if  the  expenses  of  the 
household  of  his  Royal  Hignness  were  to 
be  measured  by  those  of  bis  infirm  parent, 
who,  notwithstanding  bis  blindness,  was  a 
charge  upon  tbe  country  of  355,000/.  it 
could  not  be  denied  that  the  court  of  the 
Prince  Regent  was  most  economical.  The 
charge  in  tbe  Lord  Chamberlain's  depart- 
ment on  the  Windsor  establishment  was 
SfiOOL ;  in  the  department  of  the  Master 
of  the  Horso  0,000/.,  which  inclnded  a 
charge  li»r  90  saddle  horses  far  the  nse  of 
his  Majeaty,  and  28  cnrriage  horses,  aU 
though  the  King  neter  went  out  of  the 
castle  gates.  It  was  impoasiblo  thai  it 
could  be  so  expended ;  and  if  tbe  money 
were  doTotod  to  pay  annuities  to  old  ser- 
▼anu,  why  waa  it  not  so  suted  ?  Why 
was  not  lord  St.  Helens,  with  tbo  other 
lords  in  waiting,  allowod  to  reiiro  apon  a 
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pension?  Let  it  bo  so  set  forth  in  tha 
accounts,  and  the  House  wonld  know  how 
to  proceed.  In  1812  (for  what  reason 
Mr.  Tiemey  said  he  could  noi^diTine) 
tbe  Qoean  received  a  grant  of  10,000li, 
and  the  excuse  was,  that  her  M^esiy 
would  be  pot  to  great  additional  expenao 
for  travelling ;  bat  the  ntmost  extent  of 
her  jonrnies  were,  now  and  then,  from 
Windsor  to  London  and  back  again. 
That,  however,  was  a  new  sera,  and  a 
most  productive  mra  in  some  qoartera:— 
146,000/.  had  been  voted  at  the  cooa- 
mencement  of  it,  and  for  what  reason  bad 
never  to  this  day  been  explained.  The 
money  had,  however,  been  granted  by 
Parliament  with  onprecedented  liberality* 
and  the  retnm  made  by  Royalty  was 
equally  unprecedented. 

It  would  be  said,  no  doobt^  that  in 
making  these  remarks,  be  waa  not  acting 
wisely  or  prudently  for  hb  own  interests. 
Perhaps  were  he  to  listen  to  the  sogget* 
tionsof  bis  friends,  instead  of  the  so||gea- 
tions  of  his  doty,  he  should  kaTO  relramed. 
Whatever  might  be  the  conseqoenoes,  he 
begged  to  take  the  risk  upon  himself,  and 
wished  to  involve  no  others  in  anjr  wp- 
posed  obloquy  attaching  to  tbe  line  of 
conduct  he  punned.  Of  this  he  waa  con* 
vinced,  that  there  was  no  thinking  maa 
in  the  eoontry,  wbe  was  at  libeity  le  have 
an  opinion,  that  wonld  not  agree  wtlb 
him  m  the  necessity  of  a  tboroogb  invea* 
tigation.  He  acted  in  this  case  from*  a 
strong  sense  of  public  doty,  and  meanV 
withoot  giving  offcoce,  to  fulfil  that  doty. 
The  argument  in  reply  to  this  metiea 
would  probabljr  be,  that  it  waa  a  matter 
of  great  indelicacy  to  examine  |>ersons 
with  regard  to  the  private  expenditore  of 
tbe  Crown,  and  it  would  be  urged  that  it 
had  not  been  the  practice— that  there  was 
no  precedent  on  the  Journals  of  the  House. 
But  where  would  ministers  find  a  prece* 
dent  for  such  an  enonnoos  expenditure 
as  was  now  tbe  sobject  of  complaint  f  If 
the  royal  family  thought  fit  to  exercise 
all  their  powers  of  expenditure,  the  Com- 
nH>ns  would  lose  all  claim  to  public  eati- 
mation  if  they  did  not  exerciae  all  their 
powers  of  control.  The  House  and  the 
country  had  placed  great  confidence  in 
the  Crown,  and  they  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect that  Uiat  confidence  shoold  be  reci* 
procal.  It  seemed  scarcely  credible,  but 
the  fact  was,  as  appeared  by  tl|e  doco- 
menla  upon  the  table,  that  no  less  a  som 
than  (Kl8,000l.  was  consumed  by  tbe 
Royal  family ;  and  in  receiving  it  they  ha« 
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carred  a  debt  which  was  easily  diicharged 
by  meeting  the  generosiiy  of  Parliameni 
with  a  fall  and  free  disclosore.  It  was 
obtioos  either  that  there  was  some  person 
who  gave  bad  advice  to  the  Prince  Re« 
gent,  or  at  least  some  person  who  ab- 
•tained  from  giving  good  advice  :  for  it 
was  impossible « not  to  believe  that  his 
Royal  Highness  was  kept  in  the  dark 
upon,  these  subjects.  It  was  the  dnty  of 
Atnisters.  to  remonstrate  strongly  against 
this  extravagant  jystem*  which,  more  or 
less,  pervaded  every  department  of  the 
country.  He  gave  ministers  credit  for 
separating  the  management  of  the  erection 
of  royal  buildings  from  the  office  of  the 
Lord  Chamberlain— as  he  had  done  for 
«very  thing  where  he  could:  but  there 
remained  behind,  the  interior  fitting*up  of 
palaces;  and  he  desired  the  right  hon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  look  at 
the  charge  for  glasses,  ^and  plate,  and 
fitting-ap  of  rooms  one  day,  and  altering 
ihem  the  next.  He  did  not  assert  that 
corruption  existed  any  where ;  but  great 
negligence  had  been  unquestionably  shown, 
and  if  the  investigation  were  allowed, 
many  defects  might  be  remedied ;  such 
'as  the  delivery  of  wine,  &c.  to  domestics, 
which  w«s  a  source  of  much  abuse,  and 
4he  abolition  of  which  had  already  been 
recommended.  The  object  of  his  motion 
was  not  so  much  to  make  exposures  as  to 
prevent  abuses,  and  to  fix  a  fair  estimate 
*of  expense  that  should  in  future  govern 
the  disbursements  of  the  Civil  List.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  concluded  by  mov- 
ing, "  That  a  select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  into  consideration  the  ac- 
count presented  to  the  House  upon  the 
20th  of  March  last  by  Mr.  Arbuthnot,  by 
•the  command  of  his  royal  highness  the 
.  Prince 'Regent,  relating  to  his  Majesty's 
Civil  List,  and  to  examine  the  said  ac- 
.count,  and  report  the  same  as  it  shall  ap- 
.pear  to  them,  together  with  their  observa- 
tions thereupon,  to  the  House:  and  that 
the  said  committee  have  power  to  send 
for  persons,  papers,  and  records/' 

The  dumcdlor  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
<if  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had  omitted 
the  latter  clause  of  his  motion,  he  should 
willingly  have  given  it  his  approbation ; 
in  truth  it  was  but  anticipating  his  own 
intention  upon  the  subject  of  the  Civil 
List.  The  right  hon.  member  had  ad- 
mitted that  the  proposal  was  extraordinary 
in  its  nature^  and  that  it  was  giving 
powers  to  a  committee  never  before 
granted  upop  the  snbject  of  the  immediate 
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revenues  of  the  Crown.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  no  suffi* 
cient  case  to  warrant  a  determination  bo 
novel,  had  been  made  out  by  the  right 
hon.  gentleman,  and  by  taking  too  narrow 
a  view  of  the  accounts  upon  the  table  he 
had  presented  them. in  a  fallacious  point 
of  view,  and  had  consequently  drawn  un- 
fair conclusions.  He  admitted  that  it  was 
extremely  fit  that  the  Crown  should  be 
protected  against  continual  discussions 
upon  this  delicate  subject;  he  agreed 
also  that  the  public  ought  to  be  protected 
from  the  prodigality  of  the  royal  advisers; 
but  he  hoped  that  no  man  would,  on  the 
other  hand,  deny  that  the  splendour  and 
dignity  of  the  Crown  ought  to  be  sop- 
ported.  He  argued  that  justice  had  not 
been  done  to  the  labours  of  former  com- 
mittees; much  ligbt  had  been  thrown 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Civil  Lbt,  and 
advantage  had  been  taken  of  the  many, 
useful  hints  thrown  out  by  them ;  as  much 
and  as  satisfactory  information  had  been 
laid  beibre  them  as  could  be  derived  from 
the  vhd  voce  examinations,  for  which  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  was  so  anxious. 
The  alteration  in  the  department  of  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  that  had  met  with  the 
approbation  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman, 
had  been  occasioned  not  by  any  minute 
inquiries  by  parole  evidence  before  the 
commissioners,  but  principally  in  conse- 
quence of  the  suggestions  of  the  noble 
lord  himself,  who  held  that  office,  and  who 
had  almpst  proposed  the  separation  of  the 
inspection  of  royal  erections  from  his  other 
duties.  In  order  to  put  the  whole  subject 
in  a  clear  point  of  view,  and  to  vindicate 
the  Civil  List  from  the  obloquy  which 
for  some  years  had  been  thrown  upon  ir, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  felt  it 
necessary  to  take  a  short  review  of  the 
state  of  the  accounts.  He  then  went  over 
the  statements  made  by  Mr.  Tiemey  from 
the  year  Jl707  to  1811,  showing  the  gra- 
dual augmentation  upon  the  Civil  List. 
The  increase  only  amounted  to  15  per 
cent.;  which,the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer contended,  only  kept  pace  with  the 
advance  in  the  other  departments,  and 
such  as  was  to  be  expected  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  times.  The  main 
chargCi  however,  was  directed  against  the 
expenditure  since  1811,  which,  it  was 
contended,  was  still  more  extravagant. 
It  appeared  that  on  the  average  of  I8isf, 
1813,  to  April  1B14,  the  expense  was 
1,330,000/.;  but  it  should  be  recollected 
that  Parliament  in  ihgA  period  had  thrown 
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MV«n1  barlbent  upon  tbe  Cit il  .List  for 
political  purposes*  and  for  tlie  establish- 
ment at  Windsor,  which  mach  reduced 
that  apparent  aognentation.  The  atten* 
tion  of  the  House  had  been  more  especially 
drawn  to  tbe  three  last  quarters,  from 
April  ISi'l*  to  January  18159  on  which 
the  right  hon*  gentleman  had  argued, 
that  there  was  an  increase  of  liO,0(W.  in 
the  whole  (after  deducting  180,000/.  and 
another  sum  of  smaller  amount^  from  the 

«ou  charge  of  the  Civil  List,  for  the 
arges  attendant  on  the  visit  of  the  Sove* 
reigns  of  Eorope  last  summer),  which 
remained  to  be  accounted  for.  In  the 
first  place,  it  was  but  lair  to  observei  that 
these  calculations  v^ere  made  upon  the 
most  unfavourable  portion  of  the  year, 
since  the  exceeding  would  not  have  ap* 
peared  so  great  if  the  accounts  up  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  April  quarter  could  have 
been  laid  upon  the  table.  This  surcharge 
was  to  be  accounted  for  in  several  ways, 
and  partly  by  various  extraordinary  and 
unavoidable  charges  for  new  furniture  for 
the  reception  of  the  Royal  Visitors,  for 
expenses  of  investing  them  with  the  Order 
^f  the  Garter,  for  furniture  for  Cumber- 
land and  Cranbourne  Lodges,  and  for  an 
excess  on  the  bills  of  the  Office  of  Works, 
which  made  together  a  total  of  SSfiOOL 
Besides  these  sums,  was  to  be  taken  into 
account  the  increased  expenditure  in  t|ie 
several  departmenu  of  the  household,  oc- 
casioned by  the  presence  of  our  Illustrious 
Visitors.  In  the  department  of  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  the  expense  had  been 
142,000/.;  that  of  the  Lord  Steward 
42,000/.  which,  it  was  to  be  observed, 
however,  fell  short  of  the  estimate,  which 
was  56,000^  The  excess  of  expense  of 
the  department  of  the  Master  of  the 
Horse  was  30,600/.  including  presents  of 
horses,  which  bad  been  made  by  tbe 
Prince  KegenL  The  remaining  surplus 
expenditure  in  this  department  was  occa- 
sioned by  the  establishment  of  a  stud  for 
the  Princeu  Charlotte  of  Wales.  How- 
ever large,  therefore,  the  expenditure 
■eemed  at  first  sight,  it  was  already  known," 
and  had  for  the  most  part  been  recognised 
by  Parliament,  estimates  having  previ- 
ously to  the  expenditure  been  laid  before 
them ;  and  so  far  from  the  expenditure 
proving  that  any  inquiry  was  neceusry,  it 
had  fallen  short  of  the  sum  at  which  the 
estimates  were  laid. — The  only  remaining 
branch  of  the  Civil  List  expenditure  was 
that  of  the  occasional  payments,  the 
greatest  part  of  which  consisted  in  diplo- 


matic expense^  which  would  be  better 
explained,  than  he  should  be  able  to  do, 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Foreign 
Department  He  perfectly  concurred  in 
what  had  been  said  by  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman, as  to  the  occasional  payments; 
and  three  years  ago  he  had  submitted  a 
plan  on  that  subject  to  the  House  for  iu 
consideration,  which,  if  adopted,  would 
relieve  the  Civil  List  expenditure  frouif 
the  obloquy  under  which  it  now  laboured. 
That  plan  was  to  provide  for  the  occa* 
sional  payments  by  a  distinct  vote,  instead 
of  throwing  a  burthen  on  a  fund  already 
appropriated.  When  these  occasional 
payments  amounted  to  large  sums,  being 
all  in  ready  money,  they  subverted  the 
system  of  ordinary  money  payments,  and 
threw  them  into  arrear,  to  the  great  in* 
convenience  of  the  departments,  and  with 
a  loss  to  public  economy.  If  these  occa* 
sional  payments  were  provided  for  by  a 
distinct  grant,  tbe  different  classes  of  the 
Civil  List  expenditure  might  be  prevented 
from  falling  into  arrear,  being  relieved 
from  charges  which  formed  no  part  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  King's  household, 
or  the  Slate  of  the  monarchy.  It  was 
certainly  proper,  that  for  the  purpose  or 
inquiring  into  the  propriety  ot  some  al- 
teration of  the  plan  of  the  Civil  List  ex- 
penditure, as  well  as  to  inquire  into  the 
reason  of  the  excess  in  the  last  year's 
expense,  a  committee  should  be  appoint- 
ed. But  it  would  not  be  necessary  to 
this  end,  that  the  committee  should  be 
armed  with  extraordinary  powers;  and 
as  the  appointment  of  a  committee,  with- 
out such  powers,  would  answer  all  the 
beneficial  purposes  to  be  expected  from 
it,  he  should  move,  as  an  amendment, 
"  That  such  part  of  the  motion  as  em- 
powered the  committee  to  send  for  per- 
son9,  papers,  and  records,  be  omitted/' 

Mr.  fVard  thought  the  speech  of  his 
right  hon.  friend  who  made  the  motion, 
remained  wholly  unanswered.  The  powers 
which  the  motion  required  for  the  com- 
mittee appeared  to  him  to  be  necessary, 
or,  like  former  committees,  it  would  only 
give  them  good  advice,  and  encourage 
them  to  indulge  pleaning  hopes  of  the 
future,  which  would  never  be  realised. 
The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  could 
not 'deny  that  the  Civil  List  expenditure 
had' continued  progressively  to  increase, 
notwithstanding  the  frequent  appointment 
of  committees;  and  things  would  go  on  in 
the  same  way  as  heretofore,  from  year  to 
year«  nnlen  a  maasurt  like  that  nscom^ 
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mended  by  hit  right  hon.  firiend.  were 
adopted*  He  took  occasion  to  notice  the 
difference  between  the  estimates  and  the 
real  expense  of  some  of  the  pnblic  works. 
The  alterations  made  at  Cumberland* 
lodge  were  estimated  at  12,000/.  The 
charge  for  them  was  40«000/.  He  hoped 
^he  works  in  the  Parks  would  not  famish 
ground  for  &  similar  comparison.  He 
complained  of  the  strange  jumble  which 
appeared  in  the  accounts  of  the  Admiralty 
droits,  which  made  it  no  easy  task  imme- 
diately to  discover  in  what  mode  the 
money  had  been  expended.  It  appeared 
that  there  had  been  paid  to  the  American 
commissioners  the  sum  of  148,000/.  In 
1812,  when  the  American  declaration  of 
war  was  received^  it  was  not  at  first  an* 
swered  by  ^  similar  declaration.  An 
embargo  was  laid  on  American  ships,  and 
orders  were  issued  to  seize  and  detain  all 
Teisels  belonging  to  that  nation.  This 
course  had  been  taken,  in  the  expectation 
that  the  proposition  sent  put  to  the  Ame- 
rican Gof ernment  would  projduce  the  im- 
mediate restoration  of  peace.  When  those 
hopes  were  disappointed,  he  considered 
the  vessels  thus  detained  to  be  fair  and^ 
lawful  prises,  and  as  such  the  property  of 
the  captbrs;  but  of  the  148,000/.  at  which 
they  were  valued,  the  captors  received 
from  the  commissioners  but  78,000/.  The 
enormous  charges  of  the  proctors  he  took 
occasion  to  notice.  He  wished  not  to 
throw  obloquy  on  any  particular  class  of 
men,  but  their  charges  be  understood  fre- 
quently ran  away  with  the  whole  6f  the 
prize,  and  even  hiade  the  captors  losers 
by  their  success.  This  was  a  grievance 
which  was  severely  felt  in  the  navy,  and 
one  which  called  for  an  immediate  re- 
medy. 

Mr.  Befmet  said,  that  the  difference  be- 
tween the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  his  right  hon.  friend  who  made  the 
motion  was,  that  his  right  hon.  friend 
wished  for  a  committee,  andi  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  wished  merely 
/or  an  apology,  and  by  tacking  an  amend- 
inent  to  the  motion,  wanted  in  reality  to 
sink  it.  Without  fbl  lowing  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  into  his  details,  he 
should  make  some  remarks  on  a  subject  on 
which  he.  had  not  touched.  Although 
more  than  900,000/.  had  been  expended 
yearly  on  the'  royal  establishments,  the 
eountry  did  not  know  for  what  it  was  that 
they  paid  it ;  for  though  they  heard  that 
salaries  were  paid  to  certain  lords  and 
ladies,  there  was  not  any  such  court  as 
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was  held  in  other  countries  at  this  tima, 
and  at  other  times  in  this  country.    The 
time  was  in  the  recollection  of  every  one, 
when  there  was  a  leree  twice  a  week, 
and  a  drawing-room  once  a  week,  during 
the  sitting  of   Parliament     Now  there 
was  a  levee  once  a  fortnight,  and  a  draw* 
ing-room  once  in  the  year-r-now  there 
were  substituted  for  these  levees,  private 
parties  at  Carlton-house,  which  were,  io 
some  respects,  ibade  subservient  to  poli- 
tical purposes.      Though  some  persona 
who  were  not  adherents  of  the  ministrjr 
were  sometimes  admitted  to  these  parties, 
they  were  few  in  comparison  of  those 
who,  firom  their  rank  and  birth,  might 
claim  admission  to  the  royal  presence* 
Though  no  one  entertained  more  sincere 
respect  for  the  Royal  Family — at  least  for 
their  situations — than  he  did,-^hese  part 
ties  at  Carlton-house  were  not  the  places 
in  which  he  should  wish  to  see  his  friends^ 
therefore  it  was  not  from  any  private  In* 
terest  that  he  adverted  to  the  subject. 
But  it  was  impossible  to  disguise    how 
great  the  efiect  was  which  was  produced 
by  admission  to  the  presence  of  the  Sove^ 
reign— how   bitter   the    disappointments 
from    exclusion.      This  system  of   ex- 
cluding  the   nobility   and   gentry  from 
the  presence  of  the  Prince  Regent,  was 
carried  pp  even  at  a  time  when  on  all 
accounts   it   would    have   been   thought 
that  it  would   have  been  departed  from, 
namely,  during  the  presence  of  the  illus- 
trious Visitors  in  the  last  summer.*  The 
monarch  was  never  to  be  considered  in  a 
private  capacity-««very  moipent  of  his 
life  should  be  devoted  to  public  good,  and 
the  system,  therefore,  of  continually  gir- 
ing  prirate  parties,  from  which  so  larg^ 
a  portion  of  those  who  would  be  intitled 
to  appear  at  levees  were  excluded,  was  to 
be  deprecated.    As  to  the  partfcular  item 
of  expense  in  the  department   of    the 
Master  of  the  Horse,  it  appeared  very 
great.    Some  years  ago  an  extraordinary 
expenditure  had  been  made  in  this  depart* 
ment,  to  create  a  stud  at  Hampton  Court, 
froii)  which  the  late  Mr.  Perceval  augured 
a  great  reduction  of  expense.     What  ha4 
been  the  fate  of  that  stud  he  knew  not, 
but  the  expense  of  the  department  had 
never  been  reduced.    The  hon.  gentle- 
man then  remarked  on  the  excess  above 
the  estimate  of  the  expense  which  at- 
tended the  Jubilee  in  the  parks.     It  had 
been  triumphantly  stated  last  sessions,  that 
15,000/.  would  cover  the  whole  of  the 
expense.    Nothing  could  be  more 
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tbn  thif  Mteate;  for  il  now  tamed  ooi 
thai  the  expense  was  40,000^  But  what 
he  most  ohjeoted  le,  was  the  pernicious 
effecu  with  which  it  was  attended.  He 
trasted  he  shovid  aerer  life  to  see  such 
another  scene  of  vice  and  dissipation  arise 
to  the  infiniie  annoyance  of  all  the  middle 
classes  of  society  in  the  metropolis.  The 
whole  proceeding  had  inflicted  a  serioos 
calamity  on  the  morals  of  the  people.  He 
also  remarked  on  the  great  espense  which 
had  attended  the  mission  of  sir  Henry 
Wellesley  in  Spain,  and  concloded  hy 
expressing  his  opinion  that  ample  groend 
had  been  given  for  the  appointment  of  the 
committee  with  fall  powers,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  infestigating  the  sabject  tho- 
roughly. 

Mr.  ilosr  admitted,  that  a  case  had  been 
made  eat  which  called  for  inquiry.  It 
was  fit  that  a  strict  investigation  of  the 
excem  which  appeared  In  the  estimates 
ehould  take  place  r  bat  for  diis  purpose,  he 
denied  that  it  was  necessary  to  give  the 
committee  powers  which  the  committees 
formerly  appointed  had  not  possessed. 
Those  which  it  had  been  costomary  to 
ffive  were  in  his  opinion  quite  sufficient. 
Jn  sixteen  years,undcr  very  extraordinary 
circamsunces,  the  excem  had  averaged 
SI,00(M.  per  annum.  This,  all  things 
considered,  he  thought  would  not  appear 
to  be  a  very  great  excess.  With  respect 
to  the  enormous  charges  made  by  the 
proctors  in  priae  cases,  which  had  been 
spoken  of  in  the  course  of  the  debate,  he 
could  say,  from  his  own  personal  know- 
ledge, t&e  statement  made  to  the  House 
was  founded  on  very  loose  information. 
For  a  considerable  time  all  ground  of 
complaint  on  this  subject  had  been  done 
away,  though  reports  bad  been  circulated 
whkh  were  of  a  nature  to  cause  much  ill 
blood  in  the  navy,  and  which  had  unfor- 
tunately had  that  eflect. 

Sir  W.  Omgrtvt  acknowledged  thai  the 
works  in  the  parks  had  exceeded  the  esti- 
mates ;  but  be  would  be  bound  to  prove 
they  did  itot  exceed  them  by  more  than 
3,0001.  One  cauw  of  the  exeem  was, 
that  though  the  erections  were  sold,  they 
did  not  bring  one-third  of  their  original 
cost,  as  was  usual  with  such  materials,  but 
only  about  one-fifth.  A  deduction  was  also 
to  be  roatle  for  the  bridge  over  the  canal, 
in  the  park,  which  it  was  thought  proper 
to  retain.  '  The  sale  of  the  iickeU  had  not 
amounted  to  more  than  a  sixth  part  of 
what  had  been  expected.  For  this,  how- 
ever, ministers  could  not  )»t  answerable. 
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As  to  the  principle  of  the  fite,  it  had  only 
been  following  former  precedento,  and 
surely  no  occasion  of  the  conclusion  of  n 
peace  had  offered  of  a  superior  kind. 
With  regard  to  the  immorality  com* 
plained  o(  he  was  afraid  there  might  have 
been  a  little  excess  of  that  sort,  where 
sech.  multitudes  of  people  were  drawn 
together. 

Lord  MiUm  mid,  that  the  committee* 
without  power  to  call  for  persons,  papers* 
and  records,  would  be  a  dead  letter* 
There  was  no  necessity  for  a  committee^ 
if  it  was  only  to  make  calculations  on  the 
papers  already  on  their  table.  The  duty 
of  a  committee  would  be  not  merely  to 
see  whether  there  were  vouchers  for  every 
expenditure,  but  whether  it  was  conducted 
consistently  with  economy.  He  wished 
to  know  whether  the  erections  in  Wind- 
sor-park were  within  the  department  off 
Woods  and  ForesU,  or  that  of  the  Civil 
list? 

Mr.  HmMum  said,  that  by  recent 
regulations,  the  surveyor  of  woods  had  the 
superintendence  of  buildingi  in  the  parks. 
He  thought  it  quite  unnecessary  that  the 
committee  should  have  the  power  of  send- 
ing for  personsi  papers,  and  records.  The 
chairman  might  be  instructed  to  move  the 
House,  that  additional  information  might 
be  granted ;  or  any  individual  memt>er 
might  move  for  information,  if  be  thought 
fit.  To  grant  such  a  power  to  such  a 
committee,  was  unprecedented.  He  could 
not  see  how  his  right  hon.  friend  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  coald  be 
accused  of  a  desire  to  defeat  the  motion, 
when  he  had  himself  given  notice  that  he 
should  have  moved  for  a  committee;  nei- 
ther could  he  see,  that  if  the  committee 
had  the  fullest  powers,  it  could  inquire 
into  the  reason  why  the  Prince  Regent  did 
not  bold  three  levees  a  week.  The  doc- 
trine that  a  Sovereign  wu  to  be  never  in 
private  was  novel.  Were  they  to  be  as 
Indian  idols,  always  open  to  the  ga^e  of 
the  worshippers  ?    The  hon.  meinber  de- 

Srecated  the  invidious  comments  which 
ad  been  made  upon  several  items  in  the 
papers  on  the  table,  with  regard  to  the 
expenditure  of  the  Royal  Family,  and 
adverting  to  the  antmadversioos  upon  the 
allowance  granted  to  his  right  hon.  friend* 
Mr.  Canning,  at  Lisbon,  the  hon.  gentle^ 
man  entered  into  some  explanation.  Be^ 
*fbre  his  right  hon.  friend's  appointment  to 
the  office  of  ambassador  to  the  Court  of 
Portugal,  the  charg€-d'aflaires,  who  had 
not  to  maintain  the  dignity  of  that  station 
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which  was  assigned  to  his  right  hon.  friend, 
was  aUowed  5,000/.  a  ye^r.  The  difTer* 
ence,  then,  between  that  sam  and  the 
allowance  io  his  right  hon.  friend  was  not 
at  all  onreasonable,  under  all  the  circum- 
atances  of  the  case.  For  what  were  those 
circamstances  ?  An  ambassador  from  Por» 
tagal  was  at  the  Court  of  London,  and  it 
was  thought  proper  to  appoint  an  ambas* 
aador  from  (his  country,  with  suitable 
splendour*  to  represent  oar  Court  at  that  of 
Lisbon,  and  to  recei?e  the  Prince  Regent 
on  his  return  to  his  European  dominions. 
That  that  return  was  expected  at  the  time 
of  his  right  hon.  friend's  appointroent,there 
could  be  no  doubt.  The  Prince  Regent 
•f  Portugal  had,  indeed,  communicated  to 
our  Government  his  intention  to  return  to 
Portugal,  and  had  expressed  a  desire  to 
be  conveyed  from  the  Brazils  in  a  British 
squadron,  naming  even  the  officer  whom 
he  wished  to  command  that  squadron.  In 
fact  that  prince  was  expected  to  sail  from 
the  Brasils  as  soon  as  the  squadron  re- 
quired should  reach  that  country.  But  as 
it  was  at  present  understood  thai  his  Royal 
Highness  had  informed  our  Government 
that  he  did  not  now  intend  to  return  to 
Europe,  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  his 
right  hon.  friend  would  resign  his  ap* 
pointment  and  return  home,  unless  his 
Majesty's  ministers  should  still  think  it 
necessary  that  an  ambassador  should  be 
maintained  at  Lisbon.  That  was  not  a 
question  on  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
could  decide.  Every  one  knew  that  he 
would  have  gone  to  Portugal  as  a  private 
individual,  had  he  not  been  sent  out  in  a 
public  capacity  ;  and  be  did  not  expect  he 
would  continue  there  as  ambassador,  in 
the  absence  of  the  Court  to  which  he  was 
accredited.  If  an  ambassador  was  neces- 
sary at  all,  he  could  not4)e  sent  out  on  a 
smaller  allowance  ;  for  fifty  years  the 
salary  of  a  foreign  minister  had  been 
5,200/. ;  and  to  secure  that  sum  from  dimi- 
nution by  the  loss  of  exchange,  8,000/. 
was  no  more  than  was  necessary.  The 
light  hon.  gentleman  defended  the  public 
rejoicings  of  last  year.  The  greater  part 
of  the  audditional  charge  on  the  Civil  List, 
had  arisen  from  the  extraordinary  ex- 
penses of  last  year ;  and  after  all  the 
privations  and  sufferings  of  a  twenty*years 
war,  it  seemed  ouite  reasonable  that  the 
people  should  nave  an  opportunity  of 
jexpreuing  their  exultation  at  the  gloriou* 
lerminaiion  of  the  war.  He  contended 
4hat  it  would  be  most  indecorous  were  the 
committee  to  e^^tend  its  investigations  into 
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the    private    expenditure  of  the  Boyal 
Family. 

Mr.  H.  Martin  thought  the  question  for 
the  House  to  consider  on  this  occasion 
was,  whether  they  would  appoint  a  com- 
mittee with  powers  sufficient  to  obtain 
full  and  >sati8factory  information,  as  his 
right  hon.  friend  proposed,  or  with  no 
powers  whatever  but  to  read  the  papers 
laid  before  it,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the- 
Exchequer  had  recommended.  Bat  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  pleaded  pre- 
cedent in  support  of  his  recommendation* 
What,  however,  did  this  precedent  show  ?. 
Why,  that  notwithstanding  the  several 
committees  heretofore  appointed  upon  the 
subject  of  the  Civil  List,  the  debts  had 
still  gone  on  increasing ;  so  that  the  evil, 
complained  of  had  been  in  no  degree 
cured.  On  the  contrary,  the  mischief 
had  been  aggravated ;  and  this  surely-  was 
a  strong  reason  for  discarding  the  prece- 
dent relied  upon  on  the  other  side,  while 
it  furnished  a  volume  of  argument  for 
adopting  the  proposition  of  his  right  hon. 
friend  for  the  appointment  of  a  committee, 
with  competent  powers  to  inquire  and 
obtain  adequate  information. 
*  Mr.  Long  said,  he  resisted  the  motion  of 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite,  on  the 
same  ground  that  he  opposed  a  similar 
motion  two  years  ago,  namely,  because 
he  thought  such  a  proposition  contrary  to 
parliamentary  practice,  and  the  inquisi- 
tion in  view  indelicate  and  disrespectful 
towards  the  Crown.  As  to  the  debt  of 
the  Civil  List,  any  gentleman  who  con« 
sidered  in  his  own  private  expenditure 
the  change  which  had  taken  place  in  the 
value  of  naoney  and  all  the  articles  of  con* 
sumption,  from  the  year  1797  to  1811, 
when  the  last  investigation  of  this  debt 
took  place,  could  not  be  surprised  at  its 
amount.  He  denied  that  any  part  of  this 
debt,  or  any  mischief  attributed  to  it, 
could  be  conceived  to  proceed  from  the 
committees  alluded  to ;  and  as  to  the 
committee  proposed  by  his  right  hon. 
friend,  if  that  committee  in  the  progress 
of  its  inquiry  was  found  to  require  addi- 
tional powers,  it  would  be  open  to  the 
chairman  to  move  the  House  upon  the 
subject.  With  respect  to  the  expense  of 
our  embassies,  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
asserted  that  our  diplomatic  agents  were 
not  so  well  paid  as  those  of  any  other 
court  in  Europe* 

Mr.  CWcrq/^  supported  the  original  pro^ 
position.  The  Civil  List  be  considered  as 
a  compact  between  the  CrowOi  the  Parr 
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liameBt,  and  ihe  Peopla,  and  it  appeared 
lo  him  euential.  to  the  popularity  of  the 
Crowo  lo  maintain  that  compact  unbroken. 
No  one  acquainted  with  bis  character 
could  suspect  him  of  a  disposition  to  act 
niggardly  towards  the  Crown^  or  lo  abate 
any  pan  of  iu  necessary  splendour  and 
dignity.  But  yel  he  could  not  help  ob* 
serving,  that  ever  since  Mr.  Burke's  Billj 
which  •  was  intended  to  regulate  the  ez« 
penditure  of  the  Civil  List,  iU  debt  had 
gone  on  increasing.  This  was  an  eyil 
which  called  loudly  for  correction,  and 
Ihe  five  committees  heretofore  appointed 
haring  operated  no  good  upon  the  sub* 
ject,  be  felt  it  necessary  to  vote  for  the 
appointment  of  a  committee,  with  ade- 
quate "powers  efficiently  tiv  investigate  and 
completely  to  remove  th/eYil.  As  to  the 
idea  of  the  last  speaker,  that  it  would  be 
open  to  the  chairman  of  the  proposed 
committee  to  move  for  additional  powers, 
it  would  be  idle  to  calculate,  that  if  the 
chairman  of  a  committee  proposed  by  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  were  likely 
to  make  any  such  motion,  that  House 
would  be  apt  to  accede  to  it  after  reject- 
ing  the  proposition  of  his  right  hoo* 
friend. 

Lord  CoMikreagh  thought  that  no  case 
of  necessity  had  been  made  out  for  de- 
viating from  the  established  practice  of 
Parliament  upon  a  subject  of  tbis  nature, 
and  therefore  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
oppose  the  original  motion.  He  could 
not  recognise  the  policy  or  propriety  of 
violating  the  delicacy  and  deference  doe 
lo  the  Crown,  by  subjecting  its  expendi- 
ture to  such  an  odious  inquisition  as  this 
motion  appeared  likely  to  produce.  It 
was  due,  in  justice  to  the  Crown,  to  con* 
sider  the  nature  of  the  Civil  List,  which, 
be  it  remembered,  was  originally  esta- 
blished as  a  substitute  for  a  large  here- 
ditary revenue  surrendered  by  the  Crown 
lo  the  public.  But  that  revenue  was  no- 
lorioosly  derived  from  sources,  the  pro- 
duce of  which  would  have  progressively 
increased  with  the  progressive  prosperity 
of  the  country,  while  the  amount  of  the 
Civil  LiH  being  settled,  was  affected  by 
all  Ihe  changes  of  circumstances  and  the 
depreciation  of  money,  the  influence  of 
which,  every  individual  must  feel  in  his 
/own  private  expenditure.  Had  the  Crown 
retained  its  hereditary  estate,  it  was  not 
at  all  likely  to  have  been  under  the  ne- 
cessity of  applying  to  Parliament  for  the 
payment  of  iu  debts.  But  Ihe  fact  was, 
that  Ihe  bargain  which  gave  rise  lo  the 
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ealabiislNnenl  of  the  Civil  List,  and  fixed 
the  revenue  of  the  Crown,  was  not  for  ita 
advantage.  Yet  Ihe  spirit  of  that  bargain 
had  never  been  violated,  nor  was  it  pro- 
posed to  depart  firom  i^  although  it  tie- 
came  necessary,  in  consequence  of  aa 
advance  in  the  general  scale  of  expea« 
diture,  to  make  good  the  additional  ex* 
penae,  to  which  the  Crown  was  subjected. 
The  only  way  in  which  Ihe  expendiloro 
of  the  Civil  List  could  be  rendered  fixed, 
was  to  withdraw  from  it  all  those  fluctuat* 
ing  charges,  the  amount  of  which  must 
vary  according  to  circumstances ;  and  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  lo  adopt 
that  valuable  principle  would  be  highly 
desirable.  What  might  be  called  the 
floating  expenditure  would  then  be  made 
a  matter  o\  annual  estimate,  and  as  such 
would  not  only  be  subject  to  the  vigilance 
of  Parliament,  but  Ihe  Crown  would  be 
relieved  from  that  unjust  odium  which,  he 
contended,  was  wholly  unknown  in  Ihe 
practice  of  Parliament.— -With  respect  to 
the  excess  in  the  Civil  List  account,  that 
excess  had  chiefly  arisen  in  two  depart- 
ments ;  that  over  which  he  had  the  honour 
to  preside,  and  the  Lord  Chamberlain's* 
The  excess  of  the  latter  had  grown  out  of 
transactions  which  could  not  be  considered 
as  comprising  any  part  of  Ihe  permanent 
expenditure  of  the  Royal  Households-he 
alluded  to  the  visit  of  the  Allied  Sove- 
reigns last  year ;  and  upon  that  subject 
he  might  be  permitted  to  stale,  that  aa 
far  as  he  had  pouessed  opportunities  of 
comparing  the  expense  of  courts  abroad, 
and  the  style  in  which  Ihe  ministera  of 
those  courts  supported  their  establisbmenta, 
he  certainly  could  trace  none  of  that  pro- 
fuse splendour  at  home,  which  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  seemed  to  consider^u  the 
cause  of  the  increased  expenditure  of  the 
Crown.  With  regard,  also,  to  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  the  reception  of  the 
/august  Personages  who  visited  this  country 
last  year,  he  believed,  if  he  could  have 
brought  with  him  the  document  from 
Vienna,  containing  the  expenditure  of 
the  Emperor  of  Austria,  in  receiving  and 
entertaining  the  Allied  iSovereigns^  it 
would  appear,  that  no  excessive  splendour 
was  exhitlied  here,  and  that  the  Em- 
peror of  Austria'^  civil  list  was  a  little 
more  hardly  pressed  upon  than  that  of  the 
Prince  Regent  So  far  as  his  own  de- 
partment was  concerned,  he  should  have 
no  difficulty  in  giving  to  the  Committee 
the  fullest  explanation  upoii  erery  item, 
in  any  manner  which  did  not  involve  a 
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depsftore  from  the  practice  of  Parlta- 
flient;  end  that  being  the  dispoaition 
which  he  Mit  be  thoeld  not  detain  the 
Howe  with  going  into  mtnnte  detaila. 
He  wished,  hovrevcr,  before  he  sat  down, 
to  explain  tome  circumstancei  that  had 
been  alleded  to,  and  which,  injustice  to 
the  indifiduals  connected  with  them, 
ahoold  not  be  left  under  that  weight  of 
prejadice  which  might  attach  to  them, 
from  the  manner  in  which  they  had  been 
mentioned.  Fifteen  thousand  pounds  ap* 
peered  to  the  name  of  the  earl  of  Aber« 
deen,  for  the  expenses  of  his  mission; 
but  it  should  be  remembered  that  that 
aum  was  subject  to  a  very  severe  tax  from 
the  rale  of  exchange,  which  reduced  it 
CO  not  more  than  10  or  ll.OOOt  He 
bad  no  allowance  from  the  Civil  List; 
be  did  not  go  out  as  an  ambassador,  but 
upon  a  public  mission,  the  expends  of 
which  were  to  be  defrayed,  but  no  direct 
emolument  was  derived  by  him  from  it. 
That  11,000/.  included  also  the  expenses 
of  all  the  persons  attached  to  his  mission. 
The  embassy  to  Lisbon  had  been  again 
•lluded  to,  and  in  the  same  tone  which, 
be  understood,  had  been  applied  to  it  in 
his  absence.  The  right  hon.  gentleman 
bad  said,  that  the  expenditure  of  this 
country  was  augmented  by  that  embassy ; 
but  if  he  would  only  refer  to  the  accounts 
in  his  (lord  Castlereagh's)  office,  he  would 
find  that  the  expense  of  an  inferior  agent 
at  Lisbon  had  been  nearly  double.  With 
respect  to  the  propriety  of  an  ambassador, 
he  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt.  The 
Court  of  Lisbon  had  had  an  ambassador 
here  for  the  last  three  years  ;  and  it  was 
due  to  the  friendship  which  this  country 
felt  towards  Portugal,  aud  after  the  cala- 
mities which  had  attended  the  Prince  Re- 
gent, that  he  should  be  met  on  his  return, 
and  be  congratulated  by  a  British  ambas- 
sador. When'that  arrangement  was  made, 
it  was  in  the  full  expectation,  and  indeed 
persuasion,  that  the  Prince  Regent's  return 
to  Europe  would  immediately  take  place — 
an  event  which,  for  political  reasons,  even 
this  country  must  be  naturally  anxious  to 
accomplish  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
The  appointment  was  one  which  certainly 
could  have  been  no  object  for  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  to  aco  >t,  if  domestic  cir- 
cumstances (the  sickness  of  his  son]  had 
not  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  go  to 
that  country ;  and  that  being  the  case,  it 
was  natural  for  Government  to  wish  to 
lake  the  advantage  of  the  circumstance, 
and  propose  to  him  an  embassy,  which 
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under  other  circunatancea  he  would  pro* 
bably  not  have  accepted.  With  regard 
to  the  employment  of  general  officers 
upon  foreif^  missions,  the  noble  lord  con- 
tended that  no  augmented  expenditure 
was  incurred  by  coupling  the  military 
with  the  diplomatic  character,  while  great 
service  to  the  country,  especially  during 
the  campaign  of  last  year,  was  derived 
from  it.  An  hon.  gentleman  had  alluded 
to  the  expenses  at  the  Court  of  Madrid. 
They  were,  indeed,  of  a  magnitude  which 
might  be  expected  to  draw  the  attention 
of  Parliament  to  them :  and  he  had  felt  it 
his  doty  to  enter  into  a  full  explanation 
upon  that  subject,  with  the  person  who 
now  resided  at  Madrid,  who  had  expreased 
hia  anxiety  to  ooncur  in  any  measure 
for  limiting  that  branch  of  expenditure  to 
a  fixed  and  reduced  amount,  desirous  as 
he  (sir  Henry  Wellesley)  was  to  inear 
any  sacrifices  rather  than  remain  subject 
to  the  sort  of  obloquy  which  it  had  been 
unjustly  attempted  to  cast  upon  him.  it 
would  be  seen,  however,  when  the  com- 
mittee inspected  the  accounts,  that  what 
might  strictly  be  called  the  personal  ex« 
pendilure  of  our  ambassador  at  Madrid, 
did  not  exceed  l^.OOOl.  a  year.  With 
respect  to  the  whole  expenditure  of  the 
Foreign  Department,  it  was  to  be  remem- 
bered there  was  not  a  court  in  Europe 
now  at  which  we  had  not  a  minister,  and 
the  extraordinaries  under  that  head  Were 
necessarily  larger  in  the  first  creating 
those  appointments,  because  then  the  ex* 
penses  of  the  outfit  were  incurred.  His 
earnest  wish  however,  was,  that  the  Hoase 
would  take  the  extraordinaries  of  the 
Foreign  Department  out  of  the  Civil  List 
altogether,  and  let  them  be  the  subject  of 
annual  estimate.  Upon  the  whole,  he 
did  not  see  why  they  ahoald  change  the 
courae  of  proceeding  hitherto  adopted,  by 
giving  to  the  committee  unusual  powers ; 
powers,  in  fact,  to  institute  a  species  of 
inquiry,  whose  only  object  would  be  to 
render  expense  odious,  and  not  to  control 
it ;  be  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  adhere 
to  the  ancient  parliamentary  practice. 

Mr.  Whiibrtad  said,  that  the  arguments 
of  the  noble  lord  were  as  moeh  against 
the  appointment  of  any  committee,  as 
against  a  committee  with  such  powers  as 
had  been  recommended  by  hia  right  hen. 
friend  in  his  motion ;  and  he  must  really 
think  that  if  his  right  boa.  friend  had 
failed  to  convince  the  House  that  night 
of  the  necessity  of  such  a  comniittee, 
there  was  no  reason  to  hope  it  would  ever 
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be  grftnted  at  any  Aitare  period.  With* 
oat  iDvetting  th^  committee  with  thotie 
powers  which  the  motion  contemplated. 
Its  labours  would  be  as  nugatory  as  those 
five  successive  ones  had  proved^  from 
whose  reports  no  benefits  had  resdUed. 
The  House  were  told  that  the  committee 
might,  if  they  thought  proper,  instruct 
their  Chairman  to  mote  the  House  for 
any  papers  they  might  think  necessary. 
What  a  childish  hope  was  this  to  hold  out 
to'  the  House  of  Commons  !  When  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  ap- 
pointed  his  committee^  they  were  to  hare 
powers  to  atk,  if  they  thought  proper,  for 
the  production  of  those  papers.  Who 
could  doubt  that  there  would  be  no  want 
of  delicate  guardians  of  the  Crown  in  this 
committee  ?  The  accounts  that  the  com* 
mittee  were  to  receive  of  the  expenditare 
of  the  Crown  must  be  purely  spontaneous 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown.  The  noble 
lord  haa  throughout  the '  course  of  his 
speech  talked  of  the  delicacy  which  was 
due  to  the  Crown,  as  if  the  Crown  was  the 
only  party.  He  had  mentioned  that  the 
Crown  had  formerly  an  hereditary  re- 
tenue ;  but  as  for  Parliament,  the  noble 
lord  appeared  to  conceive  its  functions 
quite  inconvenient,  unless  when  they 
were  employed  in  passing  complimentary 
addresses  to  the  Prince  Regent  for  the 
wisdom  of  his  ministers,  or  voting  the 
sums  of  money  necessary  for  the  wars 
which  the  noble  lord  contemplated.  As 
to  this  hereditary  revenue,  the  noble  lord 
appeared  to  go  back  with  pleasure  to  the 
glorious  times  (as  he  conceived  them) 
which  preceded  the  Revolution.  In  those 
times,  itowever,  the  sovereigns  out  of  this 
hereditary  revenue  defrayed  a  great  part 
of  the  c^kpenses  of  the  state.  The  noble 
lord  might  also  go  back  to  the  glorious 
times  of  Charles  the  2nd,  when  not  only 
the  expenditure  of  the  hereditary  revenue 
wu  not  inquired  into,  but  when  the  pen- 
aion  that  that  sovereign  received  from 
France  wu  not  inquired  into  also.  Bu( 
since  tfafe  period  of  the  Rerolotion,  when 
was  it  that  Parliament  did  not  inquire  into 
the  expenditure  of  the  Crown  ?  The  noble 
lord  had  only  talked  about  sovereigns— 
about  the  Prince  Regent,  and- the  Emperor 
of  Austria.  He  had  appeared  to  have  en* 
tirely  forgotten  who  it  was  that  supplied 
the  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List,  both  to 
the  Pnnce  Regent  and  to  the  Emperor  of 
Austria.  It  wai  the  people  who  paid 
those  cirtl  lisu,  and  this  was  a  ctrcum- 
staace  which  the  noble  lord  appeared  to 
(VOL.JLXX.) 
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have  entirely  forgotten.  As  to  the  pro* 
position  that  the  expense  was  always  found 
to  exceed  the  estimate,  he  must  observej 
that  much  to  the  honour  of  the  Lord 
Steward,  the  expense  in  his  department 
did  not  exceed  the  estimate.  The  expenses 
in  the  Park,  which  were  estimated  at 
\5;000l.  did  in  fact  amount  to  40,0(X>L 
A  more  shameful  waste  of  the  publiir 
monev>  or  a  greater  disgrace  to  this  coon- 
try,  he  had  seldom  witneued,  than  the 
scen^  of  drunkenness  and  riot  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  parks  for  a  week,  and  which 
had  cost  the  nation  40,000/.  A  right  hon. 
gentleman,  the  surveyor  of  the  woods  and 
forests  (Mr.  Huskisson),  who  had  been 
formerly  a  great  economist,  and  who  had 
represented  that  the  nation  must  be 
ruined,  if  prodigal  expenditure  was  not 
checked,  had  now  completely  changed  hia 
sentiments,  and  had  that  night  become 
the  advocate  of  every  species  of  expense. 
He  now  ridiculed  the  idea  of  controlling 
the  expenditure  of  the  Crown,  and  asked 
who  would  be  a  Kin^,  or  a  Prince  Regent^ 
if  thev  could  not  be  allowed  to  spend 
5,000/.  on  a  green*house,  or  ],000iL  on 
horses,  without  an  investigation  before  the 
House  of  Commons  ?  In  mentioning  thia 
1,000/.  about  horses,  an  anecdote  occurred 
to  him,  which  he  hoped  was  not  true.  It 
was  said  that  an  illustrious  foreigner, 
prince  PlatoS)  had  made  a  present  to  the 
Prince  Regent  of  a  horse  that  had  carried 
him  through  the  late  successful  cam^ 
paigns.  It  might  naturally  be  supposed 
that  such  a  horse,  as  a  remembrance  of 
the  donor,  would  have  been  kept  with 
the  most  extraordinary  care,  that  it  would 
have  a  separate  groom  to  attend  it,  that  it 
would  have  been  pampered,  and  soffisred 
to  pass  the  remainder  of  its  life  in  a  sort 
of  liotous  felicity.  He  had  heard,  how« 
ever,  and  was  very  sorry  to  hear  it,  that 
this  animal  was  now  employed  in  draw* 
ing  a  dung*cart  at  Hampton -court,  (a 
laugh.)*  When  the  passion  for  giving 
1,0001.  for  horses  was  spoken  so  lightly  o^ 
he  could  not  avoid  thinking  o^  what  he 
had  heard  had  been  the  fate  of  prince 
Platoff's  horse.  The  expenses  at  Windsor 
also  certainly  deserved  a  most  minute 
examination.  It  appeared  that  here  there 
was  a  moat  profuse  and  lavish  expend!* 
tore.  Unless  the  committee  were  autho* 
rised  to  call  for  persons  and  papers,  it  wu 
iMt  to  be  expected  that  documents  firom 
evidence  would  come  spontaneously  be« 
fore  them,  to  show  where  the  waste  of  the 
public  ihoney  lay.  Large  suou  of  money 
(2T) 
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were  voted  for  porposei  to  which  they 
were  never  applied.  A  large  sum  was 
annually  given  for  travelling  expenses  to 
our  gracious  Queen,  whose  journies  were 
merely  from  Windsor  to  London  aqd  from 
London  to  Windsor,  except,  indeed,  one 
to  Brighton,  and  that  was  paid  for  sepa- 
rately* A  large  sum  was  also  given  for 
horses,  which  she  never  used.  As  to  the 
embassy  to  Lisbon,  he  would  call  upon 
the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side,  to  answer 
hondjidc,  and  upon  their  honours,  whe<* 
Hher,  if  those  domestic  circumstances  had 
not  made  it  desirable  for  Mr.  Canning  to 
go  to  Lisbon,  they  would  have  appointed 
any  ambassador  to  that  court?  If  they 
could  say  they  would  have  done  so,  then 
Jthe  question  was  disposed  of:  but  if  they 
could  not  sayr  upon  their  honours,  that, 
independent  of  Mr.  Canning's  conve- 
nience, they  thought  an  ambassador  ner 
cessar}'  at  Lisbon,  and  intended  to  sepd 
one,  (ben  it  was  evident  that  this  transac* 
lion  had  been  properly  described,  as  a 
job  for  the  l>enefit  of  Mr.  Canning  at  the 
expense  of  the  country.  He  was  not  sur- 
prised at  the  manner  that  the  noble  lord 
floundered  over  this  part  of  the  case,  as 
this  appointment  had  taken  place  in  his 
absence.  When  the  noble  lord  professed 
such  excessive  delicacy  for  the  Crown,  he 
would  wish  that  he  had  also  some  compas- 
sion for  the  people  of  this  country.  If 
proper  consideration  was  shown  to  them, 
and  it  could  be  proved  that  the  expendi* 
ture  was  justifiable,  the  gratitude  and  at- 
tachment of  the  people  would  amply  repay 
this  consideration. 

]^r.  BattturH  defended  the  appointment 
of  Mr.  Canning,  and  contended,  that  if 
the  revenues  of  the  Crown  had  been  suf- 
fered to  remain  as  in  the  time  of  Charles  2, 
they  would  be  more  considerable  than 
they  were  at  present.  He  was  clearly  of 
opinion,  that  no  farther  advantage  could 
accrue  from  a  vivd  voce  examination  of 
witnesses  than  would  be  derived  from  the 
production  of  the  docuoaenta  promised  b}- 
the  noble  lord.  .  He, would  not  agree  to 
open  the  door  to  so  .general  a  mode  of 
inquiry  as  that  proposed  by  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman. 

Mr.  Tiem^,  in  reply,  ridiculed  all  the 
arguments  which  had  been  urged  by  the 
opponents  of  his  motion,  to  show  that  the 
House  could  have  a  good  inquiry  without 
tending  for  the  persons  and  papers  from 
whom  alone  the  requisite  information  could 
be  obtained. 

,.  Mr.  Wiltiam  Smith  lupported  the  motion. 
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He  recommended  economy  in  every 
branch  of  the  public  expenditure,  and 
thought  that  the  expenses  should  be  in 
proportion  to  the  means  of  the  country. 

Sir  Thomas  Acland  said,  he  should  vote 
for  the  motion,  on  the  ground  that  a  pretty . 
general  feeling  existed  throughout  the 
country,  that  on  this  particular  subject 
there  was  a  greater  waste  and  extrava* 
gance  than  necessary,  and  that  in  this 
particular  quarter  there  was  a  habit  of 
expense,  not  conducive  to  the  true  splen- 
dour of  the  Crown,  nor  calculated  to  ad- 
vance the  real  honour  of  the  country.  In 
such  a  case,;  when'  such  a  feeling  existed 
on  the  part  of  the  people^  that  House 
ought  not  to  be  found  wanting  in  their 
duty  to  those  whom  they  were  bound  to 
protect.  If  ever  there  was  a  time  in  which 
the  discharge  of  this  duty  was  more  loudly 
called  for  than  at  another,  it  was  the  pre- 
sent ;  first,  as  an  expression  of  gratitude 
for  the  manner  in  which  the  House  had 
been  seconded  by  the  people  during 
twenty  years  of  arduous  contest ;  and  se- 
condly,-because  it  was  considered  not  im- 
possible but  that  the  Government  of  the 
country  might  in  a  short  time  be  com- 
pelled again  to  draw  very  deeply  indeed 
upon  her  exertions.  If  this  last  necessity 
should  occur,  he  trusted  that  every  man 
would  cheerfully  come  forward  to  lend 
his  aid|  and  no  one  should  be  found  more 
ready  to  support  the  interests  and  the 
honour  of  the  country  than  himself;  but 
this  would  be  done  with  more  alacrity,  if 
the  people  saw  that  on  an  inquiry  like 
that  now  proposed,  the  most  efficient  war 
was  taken  of  arriving  at  the  truth,  rie 
did  not  blame  any  one.  He  would  treat 
every  body  with  all  due  delicacy.  He 
would,  instead  of  curtailing  the  splendour 
of  the  Crown,  do  every  thing  to  add  to 
that  splendour ;  and  he  was  persuaded  that 
the  roost  substantial  mode  of  effecting  this« 
would  be  to  institute  a  bond  fide  investiga- 
tion. 

The  House  then  divided  on  the  Amend- 
ment-^Yeas,  127;  Noes,^4:  Majority, 
33.  The  amended  motion  was  then  agreed 
to,  and  a  committee  appointed. 
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Monday,  April  17. 

Genoa.]  Earl  Gr€y  moved  for  several 
papers  respecting  Genoa,  to  the  production 
of  which  he  understood  that  there  was  no 
objection. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  he  felt 
no  objection  to  the  production  of  the  pa- 
pers moved  for  by  the  noble  earl,  many 
of  which  it  wi^  intended  to  have  laid  be- 
fore the  House  with  the  other  papers  on 
the  table  upon  this  subject,  had  they  been 
in  preparation* 

Earl  Grry  observed,  that  from  some  of 
the  documents  on  the  table,  a  very  extra- 
ordinary power  appeared  to  have  been 
granted,  or  at  least  exercised,  by  an  indi* 
Tidual  minister  (alluding,  as  we  under- 
stood, to  lord  Castlereagb),  and  at  this 
power  he  felt  the  more  surprised,  because 
the  transfer  of  the  powers  of  the  Execu- 
live  GoTemment  to  any  minister,  at  a 


foreign  court,  struck  him  as  utterly  incon« 
sistent  with  the  practice  of  the  British 
Government,  and  decidedly  hostile  to  th«^ 
principles  of  our  constitution. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  declined  to  enter 
at  present  into  the  subject  alluded  to  by 
the  noble  lord,  but  observed  that  any 
minister  was  warranted  in  acting  upon 
the  instructions  of  his  Sovereign,  and  that 
It  was  notoriously  not  unusual  to  give  di-  . 
rections,  and  grant  powers  to  a  foreiga 
minister  to  conduct  and  conclude  the  most 
important  transaction;  such  a  practice, 
no  doubt,  might,  to.  a  certain  extent,  be 
.  deemed  a  transfer  of  the  powers  of  the 
Executive  Government. 

Earl  Grey  admitted  the  propriety  and 
practice  stated  by  the  noble  Secretary 
upon  any  contingency  or  expected  even^ 
but  declared  thut  he  had  never  heard,  and 
he  denied  the  propriety  of  investing  any 
minister  with  a  discretionary  power  to 
exercise  the  authority  of  the  'Executite 
Government  upon  any  event  that  might 
arise,  however  unexpected,  and  such  au- 
thority appeared  to  him  to  have  be^n 
exercised  by  the  minister  alluded  to. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to. 

CoNGitBss  AT  Vienna.]  Marquis  WeU 
letiey  thought  that  it  would  be  much  more 
consistent  with  the  dignity  of  that  House, 
as  well  as  with  the  magnitude  and  im- 
portance of  the  subject,  that  ministers, 
instead  of  waiting  for  questions  from  that 
side  of  the  House,  should  come  forward 
and  present,  for  the  satisfaction  of  their 
lordships,  a  general  exposition  of  all  the 
circumstances  connected  with  the  great 
transaction  at  Vienna,  in  which  (hey  had 
been  so  long  engsged,  together  with  the 
papers  necessary  to  illustrate  that  trans- 
action. He  wished  to  know  whether 
ministers  intended  to  lay  such  an  exposi- 
tion before  the  House,  and  when  it  was 
likely  to  be  brought  forward,  or  whether 
they  proposed  to-  wait  until  the  nesocia- 
tions  in  which  they  were  engaged  bad 
terminated,  or  a  treaty  ^  had  been  con- 
cluded ?  Such  an  exposition  he  thought 
highly  desirable,  in  order  that  at  such  a 
crisis  as  the  present,  that  House,  the 
country,  and  the  world  might  know  what 
system  ministers  and  the  Allies  had 
evinced  a  disposition  to  support— that  be- 
fore the  British  Parliament  had  concluded 
the  dreadful  pledge  of  war,  it  should  be 
seen  whether  they  were  supporting  the 
same  principles  for  which  the  British  na- 
tion had  been  etruggliog  for  twenty -five 
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years,  or  for  any  other  syttem— whether 
for  a  system  of  general  jastice  and  per- 
inanent  peace,  or  for  a  system  of  gross 
injastice  likely  to  lead  to  perpetual  hos- 
tility ;  whether  ihe  arrangements  in  the 
contemplation  of  the  Allies  were  calcu- 
lated to  put  an  end  to  the  calamities  which 
bad  so  long  afflicted  mankind,  or  to  pro- 
duce still  greater  evils.  On  these  grounds 
the  noble  lord  thought  that  the  exposition 
alluded  to  was  due  to  the  character  and 
interest  of  our  own  Government,  and  to 
the  common  cause  of  the  Allies^ 

The  Earl  of  Uverpool  declared,  that  it 
was  the  anxious  wish  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers  to  lay  before  Parliament,  as  soon 
as  circumstances  permitted/  a  full  exposi- 
iion  of  their  conduct  in  the  great  transac- 
tion alluded  to  by  the  nDble  marquis, 
whatever  might  be  the  result  of  that  trans- 
action. '  Two  branches  of  that  transaction, 
the  oegociations  respecting  which  were 
completed,  liad  already  'been  brought 
mider  the  consideration  of  that  House, 
tod  he  assured  their  lordships  that  as  soon 
as  the  other  arrangements  were  definitively 
settled  they  would  be  submitted  to  the 
judgment  of  the  Legislature.  But  until 
those  arrangements  were  concluded,  and 
pending  a  negociation,  attended, especially 
tt^  present,  with  embarrassing  circum- 
stances, iie  trusted  their  lordships  piust 
feel  that  he  could  not  be  authorized  in 
entering  into  the  question  stated  by  the 
noble  marquis— that  he  would  not  be* war- 
ranted in  presenting  the  Houke  with  par* 
tial  views,  or  premature  information.  But 
when  the  case  should  be  complete,  he  could 
declare  for  himself  and  his  colleagues, 
that  it  would  afford  them  the  greatest 
satisfaction  to  lay  the  fullest  information 
before  the  House,  and  he  had  no  doubt  of 
being  able  in  due  time  to  satisfy  their 
lordships  that  hts  Majesty ^s  Government 
bad  not  supported  any  system  inconsistent 
with  justice,  or  with  those  principles  which 
bad  been  recognised  by  the  greatest 
statesmen  this  country  had  ever  known; 

Marouis  IVcliesUy  said,  that  the  noble 
earl  had  admitted  the  necessity  of  having 
a  complete  ?iew  of  the  whole  arrange- 
ment before  any  one  branch  of  it  could 
be  with  advantage  discussed,  and  before 
an  accurate  and  just  opinion  could  be 
formed  respecting  it:  but  then  the  whole 
was  not  completed,  and  he  supposed  he 
most  wait  for  that  period  for  which  the 
noble  earl  professed  to  be  so  anxious,  be- 
fore be  couM  expect  any  thing  like*  a 
general  view  of  the  arrangements.  .  The 
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noble  eail  himself  bad,  howeve^f  recog* 
nized  the  principle,  that  some  points  were 
so    prominent    that    they'  ought    to    be 
brought  forward  without  delay.    He  had 
produced  pspers  relative  to  one  or  two  of 
the  branches  before  the  ^completion  of  the 
whole;    and  unquestionably  some  parti-* 
colars  were  of  such  vast  importance,  and 
so  loudly  demanded  a  prompt  attention, 
that  they  must  be  considered  an  excep- 
tion to  the  general  rule.  Admitting*  then, 
the  advantage  of  4iaving  the  whole  ar- 
rangemenu  in  their  view  before  they  at- 
tempted to  form  a  decisive  opinion  on  any 
one  branchf  he  should  be  much  disposed 
to  wait  till  the  conclusion,  before  he  en- 
tered upon  the  discussion  of  any  particular 
part,  unless,  indeed,  the  periud  should  be 
so  long  protracted  as  to  make  it  impos- 
sible to  wait  for  that  of  which  it  would  be 
impossible  to  say  when  it  might  terminate: 
but  at  the  aame  time  exceptions  must  be 
made  as  to  certain  prominent  points^  and 
one  of  these  points  which  demanded  in- 
stant attention  was  the  arrangements  with 
respect  to  Saxony.      It  was  doe  to  the 
justice,  the  dignity,  the  honour  of  the 
country,  that  this  should  be  brought  under 
their    lordships    consideration.     As   the 
matter  appeared  at  present,  we  bad  taken 
the  judgment-seat,  and  pronounced  sen- 
tence upon  the  head  of  a  venerable  legi- 
timate Sovereign  of  an  ancient  family,  of 
whom,   whatever  might   have   been   bis 
errors,  it  might  be  said    that  few  had 
adopted  a  more  wise  and  beneficent  system 
of  goviernment  thsn  he  had  done  witb  re- 
gard to  his  own  subjects.     A  cabinet  mi- 
nister acting  for  the  Government  bad  been 
sent  out,  and  it  appeared  from'certain  in- 
formation which  had  been  received,  that 
we  had  really  taken  the  judgment-seat^ 
and  avowedly  proceeded  against  a  legiti- 
mate Sovereign  on  penal  principles  !    But 
though  we  had  thus  taken  the  judgment- 
seat,  even  supposing  it  were  to  administer 
justice,  it  could  not  be  said  that  it  was  to 
'administer  justice  in  mercy.    This  was  e 
transaction  which,  for  the  honour  of  the 
.nation,  must  not  be  allowed  to  rest  any 
longer  in  silence.     The  attention  of  their 
lordships  and  the  country  must  be  called 
to  it,  and  that  without  a  moment's  unne* 
cessary  delay.      It  was  for  these  reasons 
that  he  now  wished  to  communicate  his 
intention  of  submitting  a  proposition  to 
their^ordships  on  that  hesd,  at  no  distant 
period,  when  he  should  perhaps  move  for 
some  further  information  connected  with 
that  particular  point. 
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The  Earl  of  DomAgr  complained  of  the 
delay  in  prodociog  the  docoments  which 
the  noose  had  ordered  in  compliance  with 
bit  motion  before  the  recesa,  with  respect 
to  oor  naval  administration  in  the  course 
of  the  American  war. 

Viscount  MdvUle  justified  the  delay, 
by  stating,  that  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  noble  earl's  motion  it  became  neces- 
•ary  to  refer  for  information  to  our  officers 
on  Lake  Ontario,  and  also  to  read  over 
all  the  correspondence  of  the  Admiralty 
tor  two  or  three  years, 

AnnaBss^  on  tub  Tbbaty  op  Peacb 
WITH  AMBaiCA.3  The  Earl  of  JUvarpool 
rose  to  mo?e  an  Address  to  the  Prince 
Begent,  approving  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
concluded  with  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica. As  he  did  not  antitipate  any  oppo* 
•itioo,  he  did  not  think  it  all  necessary  or 

{proper  to  detain  their  lordships  for  any 
ong  time  on  this  subject,  or  to  enter  upon 
anjr  dtscastion  of  topics  with  respect  to 
which  he  was  aware  that  much  difference 
of  opinion  prcrailed.  Their  lordships 
were  aware  that  the  war  arose  from  dis- 
putes originating  in  certain  orders  com- 
monly called  the  Orders  in  Council.  Be- 
fore the  American  declaration  of  war  ar- 
rived in  this  country,  those  orders  had 
been  repealed ;  and  at  it  was  preaomed, 
that,  upon  notice  of  thi%  circumstance,  the 
Americans  would  be  desirous  of  returning 
to  a  state  of  peace,  such  directiona  wer% 
given  aa  might  facilitate  that  object,  and 
render  the  evils  necessarily  connected 
with  a  state  of  warfare  as  light  as  possible, 
till  an  arrangement  could  be  concluded. 
The  Americans,  however,  did  not,  it  ap- 
peared,  wish  to  return  to  a  state  of  peace ; 
and  when  the  cause  of  complaint  was  re- 
moved they  changed  their  ground,  and 
insisted  that  we  should  give  up  that  right 
which,  by  the  well-known  and  admiOed 
law  of  nations,  we  had  to  seise  oor  own 
aubjects,  and  claim  their  services  in  time 
of  war,  wherever  we  found  them.  This 
waa  a  clear  principle  of  the  law  of  nations, 
which  we  only  claimed  in  common  with 
every  other  nation.  We  claimed  nothing 
from  the  Americana,  we  did  not  insist  that 
they  abould  acknowledge  any  new  doc- 
trine* and  prtnciplea  of  the  law  of  nations 
sf t  up  by  us.  liax  they«  on  the  contrary, 
aet  op  new  doctrinea  and  new  principles 
of  their  own,  and  insisted  that  we  should 
sulopt  themj  and  secrifice  rights  which  we 
considered  as  essential  to  our  own  seen- 
rity.     The  conse^oeAce  fiaa»  tbal  the 


neceuity  of  the  war  on  our  part  was  ont« 
versaliy  felt,  and  a  unanihiity  was  mani* 
fested  on  the^subject  which  was  very  rarely 
found  on  such  occasions.    It  was  not  till 
the  7  th  of  August  that  the  American  com* 
missioners  received  instrociiotls  not  to  in- 
sist upon  this  point,  and  then  the  negocia- 
tion  proceeded.    As  to  the  mediation  of 
the  Emperor  of  Russia,  there  were  certain 
points  on  which  one  would  not  choose  to 
accept  even  of  mediation,  because  it  often 
happened  that  in  mediations  there  waa 
something  like  arbitration.    With  respect 
to  our  maritime  rights,  we  never  cooM 
accept  of  arbitration*    He  would  not  go 
the  length  of  saying  that  we  ought  under 
no  circumstances  to  accept  of  qiediaiion 
with  respect  to  our  maritime  righta ;    but 
this  did  not  appear  to  be  an  instance  ia 
which  it  was  desirable  to  accept  of  any 
such  mediation.    It  had  been  aaid,  that 
while  we  rejected  mediation  on  one  pointy 
we  had  agreed  to  arbitration  on  another. 
But  the  poinu  were  totally  difierent,  ami 
the  mode  of  arbitration  appeared  to  bo 
the    best  way  of  settling  the    disputea 
about   the    boundaries.      America  thett 
having  given  up  the  point  for  which  sho 
had  carried  on  the  war,  the  oegociation* 
as  he  had  said,  proceeded  ;   ami  he  con« 
*  tended  that  there  inight  be  circumstancea 
under  whicfi  we  might,  in  justice  to  our 
own  subjects,  insist  upon  terms  for  which 
it  would  not  be  proper  originally  to  g« 
to  war.     That,  however,  was  a  consi* 
deration  of  expediency.    But  a  principio 
of  good  faith  required  that  the  Indiana 
should  be  included  in  the  Treaty,  and  they 
were  included.    As  to  the  Slave  Trader 
the  objects  of  the  two  governmenta  wero 
the  same;  as  to  cooMnerce,  it  appeared 
most  proper  to  leave  these  matt^era  to  sub* 
sequent  arrangement,  and  that  the  mosfc 
liberal  ^rinciplea  of  commercial  inter* 
pourse  would  be  the  most  advantageona 
for  both  countries.    As  to  territorial  ar* 
raogements,  the  best  mode  of  proceeding 
had  been  adopted  on  that  head  that  conlA 
be  devisedt     It  appeared  more  advan** 
tageooa  to  call  in  the  arbitration  of  ono 
who  might  be  soppoaed  to  be  impartiaiy 
thaa  to  leave  the  matter  td  the  deciaion  of 
the  lot ;  and  upon  that,  the  arraogemeoto 
for  setting  the  lioo  had  been  adopted*   Oia. 
(be  whole,  the  noble  earl  considered  the 
Treaty  as  equally  honourable  and  advan* 
tageoua  to  thia  country ;  and  concluded 
by  moving  an  Address  to  the  Prince  R«* 
gent,  assuring  his  Royal  Highnesa  of  tlio 
gceal  aatofactioa  felt  by  the  Houae  at  the 
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terms  and  conditions  of  the  Treaty  of 
Peace  concluded  between  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States  of  America. 

Earl  Sian/iope  said,  that  iie  conid  not 
sllow  this  opportunity  to  pass,  without  ad- 
yerting  shortly  to  the  high  and  even  im- 

Sndent  language  which  he  had  so  often 
eard  upon  what  were  called  our  mari« 
time  rights.     The  noble  secretary  had, 
howeyer,  stated,  that  we  claimed  no  rights 
which  did  not  belong  to  all  independent 
nations.    But  the  fact  was  obviously  other-, 
wise,  for  this  right  of  search,  so  much 
contended  for,  balohged  only  to  bellige- 
rent nations^  and  not  to  these  at  peace. 
Thus,  if  Denmark  should  unjustly  declare 
•gainst  Sweden,  she  might,  according  to 
this  pretended  right  of  search,  claim  to 
search  our  ships  and  thoseof  other  nations 
for  l^nish  subjects.    Would  this  be  en- 
dured ?  But  the  pretension  was  quite  pre- 
posterous.    Yet  America,  when  at  peace 
with  the  world,  was  condemned  to  iiaye 
her  shipping  si^jected  to  the  most  vexa- 
tious search  by  British  cruizers,  because 
this  country  was  at  war  with  France. 
But  now  that  this  country  was  at  peace 
(would  to  God  he  could  hope  that  it  would 
long  so  continue !)  and  America  was  at 
war  with  Algiers,  the  tables  being  thus 
tarded,  would  British  ships  submit,  ac- 
cording to  the  right  alleged  by  the  noble 
secretary,  to  be  searched  by  American 
cruizers  ?  If  commodore  Rodgers,  for  in- 
stance, were  to  meet  one  of  our  convoys 
at  sea  [Hear!  hear,  from  lord  Liverpool]. 
Yes,  he  would  ask,  if  commodore  Rodgers 
undertook  to  search  for  American  seamen, 
and  under  the  prevalent  practice,  accord- 
ing to  this  alleged  right,  the  commodore 
himself  was  to  be  the  judge  in  the  exer- 
cise of  authority,  he  might  take  out  five 
or  six  seamen,  whom  he  supposed  Ame- 
rican, from  a  merchant  vessel— what  then 
was  likely  to  be  the  consequence  ?  Why, 
the  vessel  might  go  to  the  bottom  for 
want  of  being  manned,  and  how  would 
the  merchants  like  that?   and  the  mer- 
chants had  been  among  the  most  clamo- 
roos  upon  this  point  when  the  assertion 
of  it  operated  against  others;  but  the  fact 
was,  that  this  right,*  if  even  well  founded, 
was  liable  to  so  much  abuse  in  the  appli- 
cation of  it,  that  it  was  evidently  neces- 
sary to  come  to  some  explanation,  and 
arrangement  upon  the  sabject,  that  by 
some  negociatton  it  should  be  endeavoured 
to  do  away  with  the  exercise  of  it  alto- 
gether. 
The  Marqaii  of  Loisiame  expressed 
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his  concurrence  with  the  teitns  of  the 
Address,  but  strongly  condemned  tlie  un- 
necessary delay  that  had  taken  place  in 
the    conclusion    of  the   Treaty,    which 
Treaty,  by-the-by,  had  left  unsettled  all 
the  points  for  wbiclr  the  war  had  been 
commenced,  as  would  appear  upon  refe- 
rence to  the  published  Declaration  of  mi- 
nisters at  the  outset.     Yet  while   these  ^ 
points    were  waved,   new    claims   were 
started  at  the  commencement  of  the  ne- 
goctation,  which  were   abandoned  also. 
But  still  he  rejoiced  in  the  conclusion  of 
peace*.     The    noble    marquis  concluded 
with  observfngi  that  he  understood  the 
American  ministers    at  Ghent  proposed 
an  article  pledging  both  powers  to  treat 
all  vessels  as  pirates  which  should   be 
found  engaged  in  the  Slave  Trade,  but 
that  this  article  was  resisted  by  our  comr 
missioners;  and  this  resistance  be  con- 
ceived the  more  extraordinary  from  the 
instructions  to  our  minister  at  Vienna  to 
promote   the  uhiversal  abolition  of  that 
odious  traflBc. 

The  Earl  of  Lioerpool  spoke  in  expla-' 
nation,  and  assured  the  noble  marquis  and 
the  House,  that  what  had  been  stated  of 
the  proposition  as  madp  by  the  American 
ministers  respecting  the  Slave  Trade,  was 
totally  unfounded.     Until  that  moment, 
through    any  channel    whatever,    either 
public  or  private,  he  had  never  heard  a' 
word  of  such  a  proposition.     The  article, 
as  it-  stood,  was  originally  proposed  by 
the  British  commissioners,  and  to  which 
the  American  ministers  never  proposed 
any  addition. 

The  Marquis  of  Lansdowne  said,  that 
he  had  received  the  statement  which  he 
had  communicated  to  the  House,  from 
what  he  conceived  the  very  highest  aotho* 
rity,  which  he  had  no  objection  to  name. 

The  motion  for  the  Address  was  then 
agreed  to,  nem,  dits. 
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Monday^  April  17. 

Propesty  Tax.]  The  Chancellor  tff  the 
Exchequer  rose  to  move  the  postponement 
of  the  second  reading  of  the  Assessed 
Taxes  Bill,  which  stood  for  that  evening. 
In  doing  so  he  said  he  would  avail  himself 
of  the  opportunity  of  stating  that  in  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  on  Wed- 
nesday next»  he  meant  to  refer  the  acts 
relating  to  the  property  tax  to  the  said 
committee,  for  the  purpose  of  moving  the 
continuance  of  the  tamei 
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Mr.  Fr€mttntU  aaked  whether  it  was 
proposed  to  submit  aoy  alteration  either 
m  the  principle  of  the  measure^  or  the 
mode  of  its  application. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  replied^ 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  propose  any 
•Iteration  in  the  principle  of  the  Bill.  It 
would  be  open  to  any  gentleman  to  sug- 
gest such  modifications  in  the  committee 
as  he  might  deem  advisable. 

Mr.  Homer  inquired^  wl\ether  the  right' 
bon.  gentleman  meant  to  relinquish  the 
assessed  taxes,  as  well  as  tp  renew  the 
property  tax  ? 

.  The  CkanccUor  qfihc  Exchequer  said^  he 
should  put  off' the  consideration  of  the 
assessed  taxes  from  day  to  day,  until  he 
]earned  whether  the  House  would  co< 
incide  in  the  propriety  of  a  renewal  of  the 
property  tax. 

Mr.  Whitbread  asked  whether,  under 
any  circumstances  of  the  country,  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  meant  to  propose 
the  renewal  of  the  property  tax  ?  Did  he 
mean  to  say  that  the  re?iVal  of  that  mea- 
sure would  not  depend  upon  any  political 
arrangements  that  might  be  effected  ? 

The  ChanctUor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  in  his  Tiew  of  the  sul^ect,  whether 
this  country  were  in  a  state  of  war,  or  of 
defensive  and  expensiTe  pacification,  the 
renewal  of  the  property  tax  would  be 
equally  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

Motion  rbspectino  Mr.  ];.athrop 
Murray.]  Sir  Samuel  Romilly  rose,  in 
pursuance  of  notice  to  move,  '*  That  an 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  his  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  a 
copy  of  the  Report  to  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  Regent,  by  the  Recorder  of 
London,  of  the  case  of  Robert  Lathrop 
Murray,  tried  for  bigamy,  at  the  Old 
Bailey  in  January  last.''  The  case  of 
this  unfbrtunate  gentleman  had  been  al- 
jready  detailed,  at  various  times,  to  the 
House  and  the  public,  and  no  person  had 
veotured  to  contradict  the  statement.  It 
was  one  by  no  means  aggravated  in  its 
circumstances,  but  which  had  been  visited 
by  the  severest  punishment  it  was  possible 
to  inflict.  The  prisoner  had  petitioned 
his  Majesty's  Government  to  permit  him 
lo  transport  himself  to  any  place  out  of 
bis  Majesty's  dominions;  but  even  this 
had  been  refused  him^while  many  others, 
convicted  of  the  crime  of  bigamy,  under 
eases  mach  more  aggraratedi  were  pa- 
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nished  merely  by  twelve  months  impri-. 
sonment.  What  was  the  peculiar  nature 
of  the  present  case,  that  called  for  such 
severity  ?  or  why  was  such  a  variety  per- 
mitted in  inflicting  the  punishment,  that 
one  man  should  be  sentenced  to  seven 
years  transportation,  a  second  to  impri- 
sonment, and  a  third  punished  by  the  in- 
fliction of  a  pecuniary  fine  ?  Since  the 
Act  hid  been  passed  which  attached  the 
punishment  of  transportation  to  this  of- 
fence (now  eight  years),  not  one  in  four 
had  suffered  that  sentence.  Out  of  iM 
cases,  only  23  persons  had  been  trans- 
ported for  the  offence,  and  in  general  the 
punishment  was  only  one  year's  imprison- 
ment, or  a  small  fine.  The  second  wife 
knew  perfecOy  well  of  the  first  marriage 
before  she  married  the  prisoner,  and,  aa 
well  as  the  prisoner,  was  convinced  the 
first  iparriage  was  illegal.  It  appeared  to 
him,  therefore  necessary  that  the  Re- 
corder's report  should  be  seen,  that  a  fair 
judgment  might  be  formed  of  the  cause  of 
such  an  extraordinary  distinction. 

The  Atiomof  General dtem^d  it  his  duty 
not  to  let  the  present  motion  pass  without 
some  observations.    He  adverted  to  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  and  learned  gentlemaa 
opposite,  when  he  made  his  first  motioa 
relative  to  Murray,  namely,  that  the  House 
ought  not  to  interfere  with  the  sentences 
of  courts  of  justice  without  the  most  grave 
and  weighty  reasons.    In  this  opinion  he 
perfectly  agreed  ;  but  he  assured  him  that 
he  totally  differed  from  him  in  the  view 
he  had  taken  of  the  case  in  question* 
which  he  considered  to  be  one  of  the  most 
flagrant  nature.    If  it  had  been  deemed 
necessary  of  late  to  make  the  punishment 
for  the  crime  of  bigamy  more  severe,  it 
was  because  the  law  had  found  that  ioi- 
prisonment  was  not  suflBcient  to  deter  evil- 
minded  persons  from  committing  it.    He 
reprehended  the  conduct  of  the  second 
wife  of  Murray,  in  consenting  to  marry 
him,  without  the  knowledge  of  her  friends, 
after  he  had  told  her  of  his  former  mar- 
riage, and  merelytaking  his  word  that  it 
was  null  and  void.     She  had  a  fortune  of 
10,000/.  which  was  to  be  paid  to  her  oit 
the  day  of  her  marriage,  and  she  was 
entitled  to  lOJQOOL  more  at  the  death  of 
her  mother.      He  would  therefore  ask, 
whether,  if  her  guardians  or  parent  bad 
known  of  this  intended  marriage,  it  could 
be  supposed  possible  that  they  would  not 
have  interfered  to  prevent  it  ?    The  cir- 
cumstances alleged  by  the  hon.  and  learn- 
ed gentleman  in  behalf  of  the  culprit,  * 
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those  of  his  having  had  a  UniTersity  edo- 
cation,  an^  being  an  officer  and  a  gentle- 
nan,  only  tended,  in  bis  opinion,  to  render 
him  stitl  more  criminal.  Bat  even  the 
grounds  on  whicb  he  had  petitioned  for  a 
reversal  of  the  judgment  were  marked  by 
.depravity;  for  it  would  scarcely  be 
credited,  that  in  the  document  now  lying 
at  the  Secretary  of  State's  office,  he  had 
dared  to  say,  that  having  had  a  dispute 
with  a  jeweUer  who  had  used  bim  ill,  and 
that  jeweller  being  the  brbiber-in-law  t6 
the  Recorder,  who' had  tried  him,  it  was 
not  extraordinary  that  he  should  have 
been  convicted.  Such  a  libel  upon  so  just 
and  honourable  a  man  was  not  to  be  en- 
dared  ;  and  he  could  only  attribute  the 
interest  which  his  hon.  and  learned  friend 
bad  taken  in  this  culprit's  -  case  to  his 
excessive  urbanity.  Under  all  the  cir- 
cumstances, be  appealed  to  the  House  if 
this  was  a  case  in  which  the  sentence  pro- 
nounced by  the  judges  ought  to  be  brought 
to  that  House  to  be  revised.  He  felt  it  to 
be  his  duty  to  offer  the  most  decided  re- 
•istance  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Addingion  thought  that  no  case  had 
been  made  out  to  warrant  the  interference 
of  the  House,  with  the  exercise  of  the 
judicial  authority. 

Sir  Samuel  Romilly,  in  reply,  contended, 
that  the  case  under  consideration  was  one 
of  peculiar  hardships  and  therefore  one  in 
which  the  interference  of  the  House  was 
loudly  called  for. 

The  motion  waa  negatired  without  a 
division. 

Alien  Bill.]  Mr.  Bathmrst,  after  a  few 
words  upon  the  number  of  Aliens  at  pre- 
•ent  in  this  country,  and  the  necessity  of 
arming  ministers  with  further  powers^ 
moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  pro* 
vide  further  regulations  respecting  aliens. 

Mr.  Pontonby  acknowledged,  that  he  en- 
tertained a  great  jealousy  towards  those 
powers  intrusted  to  the  Government  by 
the  Alien  Acts,  and  thought  that  no 
ground  existed  at  present  for  granting 
any  of  an  extraordinary  nature.  The  rea- 
son for  which  those  Acts  were  originally 
passed  was,  to  obviate  the  injury  that 
might  resuU  from  Aliens  endeavouring  to 
propagate  in  this  country  lentimenti  and 
principles  subversive  of  good  order,  and 
hostile  to  the  Crovemment;  hut  surely 
iuch  apprehensions  could  not  be  seriously 
entertained  at  the  present  period.  If 
Aliens  transgressed  the  ordinary  criminal 
laws  of  the  realffl^  those  laws  were  equal 
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to  their  punishment,  without  arming  the 
Government  with  extraordinary  powers, 
which  might  be  exercised  from  the  sug- 
gestions of  private  malice,  and  were,  from 
their  nature,  open  to  abuse,  in  consequence 
of  misrepresentations  difficult  to  be  exa- 
mined into.  The  only  ground  urged  by 
the  right  hon.  mover  was,  that  there  were 
at  present  a  great  number  of  Aliens  in  the 
kingdom ;  but  cou|d  it  be  said  that  ihey 
were  for  the  purpose  of  forming  ah  army, 
to  carry  on  war  within  the  kingdom  ?  la 
the  present  crisis,  it  might  be  more  natu« 
rally  expected  that  Aliens  friendly  to  thia 
country,  and  hostile  to  the  present  Ruler 
of  France,  would  come  to  Engltfod.  From 
these  no  injurious  movements  could  be 
apprehended.  He  was  convinced  that 
these  measures  had  been  greatly  misap- 
plied, and  had  been  made  the' instruments 
of  private  malice,  while  the  Government 
was  imposed  upon.  .  He,  therefoce,  felt  ^ 
indisposed  to  permit  the  Bill  to  be  brought 
in,  without  taking  the  sense  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Bathurtt  said,  he  had  not  entered 
into  details  upon  the  subject,  because  he 
did  not  think  that  the  necessity  of  the  Bill 
would  be  doubted  at  the  present  crisis.  It 
was  not  at  all  impossible  that  persons 
might  be  sent  from  France  16  this  country; 
or  to  Ireland,  to  estrange  the  population 
and  weaken  i(s  allegiance.  The  principle 
of  the  Bill  bad  already  been  several  times 
recognised  by  Parliament. 

Mr.  Whiihread  said,  that  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  talked  of  the  measure 
being  necessary  in  the  present  situation  of 
the  country;  ,but  neither  be  nor  any  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers  could  inform  the 
House  what  that  sitaation-was.  He  bad 
uniformly  opposed  the  Alien  Acts,  think* 
ing  them  the  instruments  of  great  abuse 
and  cruelty.  He  was  sure  that  ministers 
had  been  imposed  upon  frequently,  and 
that  they  had  paid  money  to  emigrants  « 
who  were  holding  correspondence  with 
the  enemy,  while  they  sent  innocent 
foreigners  out  of  the  country.  Most  pro- 
bably upon  this  Government  in  a  great 
degree  depended  the  question  of  peace  or 
war—the  Continent  would  be  guidedf  by 
it ;  but  before  such  a  question  was  deter- 
mined|  it  seemed  to  him  a  litte  too  early 
to  bring  in  a  Bill  for  the  regulation  of 
aliens,  that  war  only  could  justify.  He 
denied  that  there  was  any  danger  that  the'  • 
minds  of  the  people  of  Ireland  would  be 
corrupted  by  aliens,  or  that  ministers  had 
not  adequate  means  of  meeting  such  an 
etU  without  this  BUI. 
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sir.  Jkmi»  Brmtme  aaid,  Ihni  wbMe  a 
J«col>Hi  9ov«rni«c9(9  awisted  by  an  over- 
Vhelauuog  military  power,  ejcittcd  in 
France,  the  miniuers  stiould  be  arioed 
with  eztraordioary  powera  relative  to 
yjiaai.  9uch>  he  feared,  would  be  parti* 
cnlarly  neceaary  io  Ireland,  from  the 
jbelingf  loo  prevalent  in  that  kingdom* 
He  ihooght  that  if  the  Alien  Act  did  not 
•xist  in  Irelandf  the  boo.  gentleman  who 
Rpoke  la«t  woold  have  to  aik  other  quet- 
lions  relative  to  that  country  than  he  found 
Mceeiary  at  present. 

Mr*  BmharU  said,  that  it  was  impossible 
fur  ministers  to  state  particular  cases, 
^ben  they  came  to  the  House  for  a  mea* 
tare  like  the  present;  such  oooduci  would 
defeal  the  very  object  in  view. 

Mr.  Wkkbreod  said,  that  in  order  to 
liave  the  matter  more  fully  explained  upon 
a  future  day,  be  should  divide  (he  House.  \ 

Mr.  Boihwni  remonstrated,  observing 
(bat  sooh  a  proceeding  could  only  cause 
useless  delay.    The  measuce   could   be 
debated  in  its  future  stages- 
Mr.  WhUhnad  indicated  his  intention  of 
persevering.    With  regard  to  what  the. 
bon.  gentleman  opposite  had  said  open 
the  Jacobin  Government  of  France,  all, 
be  (Mr.  W.)  could  obierve  in  reply  was, 
that  the  Congress  of  Vienna  had  been  an 
•ich-maoufacturer  of  Jacobins* 

Mr.  R.  Wm'd  said,  that  if  the  bon.  gen- 
tleman took  advantage  of  the  then  state  of 
»ibe  House  merely  for  the  sake  of  a  delay 
of  24  or  perhaps  48  hours*  be  wonU  prove 
himself  the  greatest  friend  of  ministers  by 
such  a  proceeding. 

Mr.  Whitbrtad  said,  that  if  he  should 
prove  a  friend  to  the  present  ministers,  it 
was  more  than  be  intended  to  be; 

The  House  then  divided:  Yens,  M; 
Noes,  3*  As  there  were  not  forty  mem- 
ben  present,  the  House  adjourned,  and  the 
notion  was  of  coarse  lost. 
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FoaaioN  Slavs  Taana  Bill.!  Mr. 
Batham  prefaced  his  motion  on  this  sub- 
ject witb  a  speech  of  some  iei%th.  He  con- 
gratolated  the  friends  of  humanity  on  the 
dealb-blow  whicfa,  in  his  opinion,  this 
traffic  bad  received  by  the  Declaration  of 
the  Congress.  In  this  situation,  it  became 
our  duty,  he  sakl,  not  to  selax  in  our 
eAirts  for  tu  destruction,  but  to  show 
that  as  we  bad  been  iu  most  early,  so 
.were  we  its  most  ainceie  juA  aealoos 
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enemies.  It  was  a  m\\  known  frct»  thai 
at  the  present  momept  a  large  British 
capital  was  employed  in  British  ships  io. 
this  trade,  to  which  practice  there  was 
now  a  much  stronger  temptation  than  al 
fMsy  former  period,  the  price  of  slayes 
being  from  2^0  to  400/.  each.  He  wiibedi 
by  the  Bill  (or  which  be  was  aboat  to 
move»  to  make  the  act  of  thus  employing 
capital  as  penal  as  any  other  relative  to 
the  trade  now  probibitiNl  by  law,  namely» 
to  make  it  felony.  Nor  did  be  see  any 
reason  why  insuring  ships  engaged  in  a 
slave-trade  voyage,  should  not  be  deemed 
equally  criminal.  Adverting  to  the  diffi^ 
cttlty  which  would  e^ist  in  proving  tbo 
fact  of  capital  being  specifically  so  em.« 
ployed,  be  meant  in  the  Bill  to  prevent 
the  subjects  of  this  country  from  lending 
money  on  the  eecurity  of  foreign  property  ^ 
bekmging  to  countries  in  which  the  Slave* 
trade  hsd  not  been  abolished.  Finally,  the 
bon.  gentleman  moved,  **  That  leave  be 
given  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  prohibit  Britisk 
sok^iects,  or  persons  resident  in  the  United 
Kingdom,  from  lending  capital,  or  doing 
other  acts,  to  assist  the  carrying  on  of  the 
^lave«tradn  to  colonies  belonging  to 
foreign  states,  or  persons  residing  in  thia 
country,  from  lending  capital,  or  commit- 
ting other  acts,  the  tendency  of  which 
was  to  assist  in  carrying  on  ihe  Slave- 
trade  of  foreign  jcolonies.'' 

Mr.  A.  Bfoumt  mentioned  a  proof  of 
disinterestedness  given  by  the  legipla- 
ture  of  Antigua.  As  soon  as  tbey  found 
that  in  consequence  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris 
the  Slave-trade  would  be  revived  in  the 
French  islands,  and  that  a  facility  wonld 
thus  be  given  to  elude  the  laws  in  ihe 
British  colonics,  the  two  Houses  of  that 
.island  came  to  a  Besoloiion,  declaring 
their  willingnesa  to  concur  in  any  laws 
which  might  be  thought  necessary  to  be 
introduced  there  for  the  more  enectnal 
discovery  and  punishment  of  those  who  s 
violated  the  Abolition  Act. 

After  a  fow  words  from  Mr.  Wilber* 
force,  leave  was  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill* 

Alums  RBOVLarioii  Bill.]  Mr.  Be* 
lAarK  re-stated  the  argumenu  made  n«e  of 
by  him  on  the  preening  evening,  when 
moving  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  tojpro- 
vkle  further  regulations  respecting  aliena, 
which  motion  wss  then  lost  from  the  thin* 
ness  of  the  House.  He  now  moved« 
«« That  leave  be  |pven  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to 
repeal  an  Act  pMsed  in  the  last  session  of 
Pariiament,  for  eatablifbing   regniatieBB 
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Inspecting  Alieni  arriving  in  thk  lcing<iom, 
or  resident  therein*  and  for  establishing 
regulations  respecting  Aliens  arrif  ing  in 
this  kingdoiD,  or  residing  therein,  in  cer- 
tain cases." 

Mr.  IVhiibrtad  said,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
the  Alien  Bills  from  the  beginning  down 
to  the  present  day,  were  a  blot  on  the 
Statute-book  of  the  country.  In  two  in- 
atances  of  late,  the  powers  of  the  Alien 
Act  had  been  abosed  by  those  Ministers 
tp  whom  these  powers  were  entrusted. 
He  alluded  to  the  cases  of  M.  de  Berenger, 
and  of  M.  Correia«  Nothing  but  the 
danger  which  the  country  was  supposed 
to  he  in  from  French  fraternization,  could 
cTer  have  induced  the  Legislature  to  en- 
trust such  powers  to  the  Government  as 


MotUm  taptcA^  PubUe  ^lanca 


[660' 

more  clearly  shown,  and  that  it  should  be 
ddayed  at  least  till  we  Irere  intoWed,  in* 
what  he  hoped,  would  yet  be  afoided,  ■ 
war  with  France. 

Lord  CoMtlereagh  said,  that  no  Bill  like 
the  present  could  be  elfectual,forlts  object^ 
if  it  did  not  arm  the  Government  whh 
powers  which  might  be  abosed ;  but  the 
liability  to  abuse  ought  to  be  compared 
with  the  danger  which  it  was  intended  to 
prevent.  The  first  Alien  Act  had  been 
introduced  in  a  period  of  peace,  1792; 
when  We  stood  in  the  same  relation  to 
France  as  we  did  at  present.  It  was  at  a 
moment  like  the  present,  of  all  other^^ 
when  th^  country  was  not  in  the  fuU 
vigour  ofits  strength,  when  it  was  making 
preparations,  and  when  it  was  important 


were  given  in  the  first  Alien  Act ;  but  no'  io  prevent  the  enemy  from  obtaining  such 
person  then  contedfplated  that  such  a  information  as  mightx  enable  them  to 
measure  would  be  continued  in  times  om  thwart  our  measures,  if  these  preparations 
peace.  The  right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  1  ended  in  war,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
J  .L     ,        1  j__    *  .L_  _!.__.!__    tgije  every  precaution  respecting  the  per* 

tons  entering  this  kingdom.  By  the  pre- 
sent Act  #e  could  not  prevent  improper 
persons  from  landing ;  we  could  only 
reach  those  persons  by  an  operose  process.- 
Ministers  would  be  deficient  in  their  duty 
if  they  did  not  bring  forward  a  measure 
like  the  present  at  this  crisis. 

After  a  few  words  from  lord  A.  Hamil- 
ton and  Mr.  Storges  Bourne,  leave  was 
given  to  bring  in  the  Bill.  It  was  imme- 
diately afterwards  brought  in,  read  a  first 
time,  and  ordered  to  be  read  a  second 
time  on  Friday.  > 


^Msumed  the  knowledge  of  the  situation 
in  which  the  country  was  at  present  placed. 
He  was  sure  that  the  country  in  general 
did  not  know  that  situation,  and  that  the 
House  kn^w  as  little.    The  power  at  pre- 
sent vested  in  Ministers  was  very  ample ; 
ihey  could  take  measures  for  ordering  all 
fuspected  persons  out  of  the  country,  and 
if  they  did  not  obey  that  order,  imprison 
them  ;   the  names  of  all  who  entered  this 
country  were  registered ;  masters  of  ships 
^were  liable  to  penalties  who  concealed 
-any  persons  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
Alien  Office ;  and,  upon  the  whole,  there 
were,  he  conceived,  provisions  in  the  pre- 
sent Alien  Act  amply  suflioient  to  guard 
against  the  possibility  of  any  danger  from 
'aliens.    It  had  not  been  stated  that  there 
were  any  persons  at  present  in  this  country 
from  whom  the  executive  was  in  danger  ; 
and  therefore  he  objected  to  the  vesting 
Ministers  with  such  powers  as  might  be 
made  the  instrument  of  the  grossest  op- 
pression against  the   subjects    of  other 
Countries.     It  had  lately  come  to  light 
-that  Government  had  delegated  the  powers 
.vested  in  them  bv  this  Act  to  the  agenta 
of  this  country  abroad;  and  it  had  thus 
-been  made  the  instrument  of  most  griev- 
ous oppression  to  certain  Spanish  subjects, 
whose  arrival  atone  time  would  have  been 
hailed  in  this  country,  and  who  at  another 
time  were  delivered  up  to  the  tyranny  of 
^Ferdinand  7, and  to  all  the  cruelty  and 
injustice  of  the  government  carried  on  by 
him.     It  was  the  same  with  regard  to  the 
Italians.     He  was  of  opinion,  therefore, 
«.  that  the  necessity  for  the  Bill  ought  to  be 
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MOTtOR   EESPBCTING   PUBLIC  BALANCES 

111  THE  Bank  of  England.]  Mr.  "Groffeil, 
after  requesting  the  indulgence  of  the 
House  while  he  explained  the  grounds  of 
the  motion  which  he  waa  about  to  make* 
said,  that  he  should  confine  his  observa- 
tions strictly  to  those  transactions  of  the 
Qank  of  England,  in  which  the  public  had 
a  direct  interest.  With  the  pri? ate  trans- 
actions of  the  Bank,  except  under  very 
pecnliar  circumstances.  Parliament  bad 
nothioig  to  do ;  but  where  the  public  were 
one  party,  and  the  Bank  another,  it  was 
the  bounden  duty  of  Parliament  satisfac- 
torily to  investigate  the  terms  of  the  com- 
pacL  The  first  of  these  transactions  to 
which  be  wished  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Hooae  was  the  deposit  of  the  public 
money  in  the  Bank  of  England,  the  Bank 
thus  acting  as  the  bankers  of  the  pjiblic. 
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It  was  vnXl  kDOWD«  that  by  tba  AcU  of 
Fta'liameni  which  bad  paiaed  wveral  years 
ago,  coBsidorable  portions  of  the  re?eoae» 
under  dii&rent  heads  of  the  public  scr* 
Yice»  were  to  be  progressively  drawn  OQt« 
by  draogbts  of  the  treasorers  or  other 
officers  dttly  authorised.  This  wa^»  in 
fact,  in  the  nature  of  ordinary  transactions 
between  individuals  and  private  benkers. 
It  wu  very  simple :  it  ezpoaed  the  Bank 
of  England  to  no  greater  expense  for 
buildings,  or  for  clerksj  than  that  to  which 
private  bankers  were  exposed  by  their 
Iranmctioos  with  individuals*  The  papers 
which  he  should  move  for  on  this  part  of 
the  sobjectt  were  only  a  continuation  of 
those  produced  by  the  Bank  of  England  in 
1807  to  a  Select  Committee  of  that  House^ 
the  report  of  which  was  on  the  tnble.  By 
en  examination  of  these  papers,  it  would 
distinctly  appear,  that  the  aggregate  of 
the  public  depoaits  in  the  Bank  of  England 
was  unproductive  to  the  public,  and  pro* 
ductive  to  the  Bank ;  or  rether,  that  to 
the  public  it  was  the  loss,  and  to  the  Bank 
the  gain,  of  a  sum  equal  to  the  annual  in- 
terest of  the  sum  thus  vested.  By  this 
Beport  it  appeared,  that  in  1807  the 
pimpunt  of  this  aggregate  exceeded,  what 
)ie  must  call  the  enormous  sum  of  eleven 
millions ;  the  interest  of  which,  exceeding 
balf  a  million,  was  a  lou  to  the  public, 
and  a  profit  to  the  Bank ;  and  he  was  en* 
titled  to  consider  this  as  the  price  paid  by 
the  public  to  the  Bank  for  transacting  iu 
business.  Of  the  state  of  these  balances, 
since  1807,  he  knew  nothing,  except  from 
a  little  light  thrown  on  the  subject  in  a 
letter  from  his  right  hon.  friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  to  the  Governor 
of  the  Bank,  referring  to  a  statement  in 
1808,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  in  that 
year  the  public  balances  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bank  remained  undiminished.  The 
probability  was,  that  these  balances  must 
nave  increased  with  the  increasing  ex- 
penses of  the  country.  He  was  not,  how* 
ever,  prepared  to  say  that  this  was  an  ab- 
solute criterion*  On  the  contrary,  many 
causes  might  operate  to  the  contrary.  Tfcie 
papers,  however,  if  they  were  produced, 
would  show  what  alterations  had  taken 
Ijlace  in  the  aosonnt  of  these  balances 
since  1807,  and  what  was  their  present 
amonnt»  And  here  he  thought  proper  to 
say,  thai  he  would  stale  with  just  as  much 
niacrity  those  circumstances  which  ap- 
peared to  diminish  the  loss  which  the 
public  sustmned  by  this  dcpoaiting  of  the 
public  bahttcei  in  tl^ir  hands«  as  thoae 


circumstances  which  tended  to  show  its 
extent.  In  1 800  the  Bank  amed  to  ad«> 
vance  what  was  called  (alihough  b< 
thought  he  should  presently  show  impro* 
perly)  a  loan  to  the  public,  of  three  mil* 
lions  during  the  war,  at  an  interest  of  three 
per  cent  This  loan,  the  term  of  which 
expired  six  months  after  the  conclusion  of 

{leace,  was  accordingly  paid  in  December 
ast  with  the  interest,  which  amounted  to 
720,000/.  In  1808  tbe  Bank  agreed'  to 
advance  another  loan  of  three  millions 
during  the  war,  but  in  consequence  of  the 
large  public  balances  in  their  hands, 
agreed  to  uke  no  interest.  The  term  of 
this  loan  also  expired  in  December,  but  on 
the  statement  that  tbe  public  balances  in 
their  hands  remained  undiminished,  the 
Bank  agreed  to  extend  the  term  of  it  to 
the  5th  April,  1816,  But  here,  he  mus^ 
contend,  that  these  agreements  on  the. 
part  of  the  Bank  of  England  ought  not  tqt 
be  considered  in  tbe  light  of  loans  or  ac* 
commodations  to  the  public.  The  trans* 
actions  amounted  to  nothing  more  than  t<^ 
give  the  public  tbe  liberty  of  drawing  its 
own  money— of  drawing  six  millions  out 
of  eleven,  leaving  in  Uie  hands  of  the 
Bank  five  millions,  an  extravagant  remo* 
neration  for  their  trouble,  and  inclining 
the  unreasonable  proposition  that  the  pub« 
lie  should  pay  90flCOL  per  annum  for  the 
use  of  their  own  money  I  He  would  sop« 
pose,  in  the  absence  of  tbe  information 
which  the  papers  he  intended  to  move  for 
would  produce,  that  the  deposits  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bank  were,  as  formerly, 
eleven  millions.  They  had  advanced  to 
the  public  three  millions.  Eight  millioni^ 
therefore,  were  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bank,  and  the  interest  of  that  sum,  name* 
ly,  400^000/.  he  was  entitled  to  consider 
as  the  price  paid  to  the  Bank  for  the  trane» 
action  of  the  public  business*  One  prin* 
cipal  object  which  he  had  in  view  in  tbie 
motion,  was  to  urge  his  right  hon.  friend 
to  consider,  whe Jier,  under  any  circum* 
stances,  but  more  particularly  under  the 
peculiar  circumstances  of  financial  diffi*' 
cttlty  in  which  the  country  laboured,  i( 
was  jusi  or  becoming  that  the  publia 
should  pay  so  large  sod  so  extravagant  a 
price  for  a  service  so  simple  and  so  cir* 
cumscribed. 

The  next  point  to  which  be  should  ad* 
vert  arose  out  of  the  managmnent  by  the 
Bank  of  the  public  debt.  The  Bank  of 
En^and  had  a  commission  on  the  ma^ 
nagement  of  the  unredeemed  debt.  In 
1789>  duriog  the  adminiatratioa  of  Mr; 
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of  450f  oil  every  millioil  of  tfae*  debt 
This-weill  on  until  1808;  during  which 
period  the  debt  swelled  to  such  an  onor* 
inoDs  dmdiinf,  that  Iti  Ihat  year  arioth^f 
irrangement  wai  niad^  'With  the  Bflnic, 
redticing  their  cortiiiiiaaioB  one-third,  or 
from  4f50(.  to  SOOL  on  every  liiillion,  at 
which  rate  it  had  eontinaed  to  the  present 
Booment.  He  was  far  from  denying  the 
^ble,  safe,  and  satisfoctory  manner  in  which 
this  great  branch  of  the  pofolic  business 
was  cohdocted  by  the  Bank  of  England  ; 
mnd  that,  for  the  purpose  of  conducting  U, 
th'e  Bank  must  necessarily  have  incurred 
great  «xpens6  in  boildings,  and  must  have 
maintained,  and  must  stHi  maintain^  a 
large*  establishment  of  clerks.  But,  tak- 
ing ail  these  circumstances  into  consider- 
ation, when  he  looked  at  the  amount  of 
the  remuneration  received  by  them,  vis. 
M7,000/.  per  annum ;  he  confessed  that, 
wttliout  adverting  to  other  transactions, 
but'  duly  measuring  the  service  bv  the 
Inward,  he  could  not  help  feeling,  tnat  on 
this  subject  the  public  had  a  right  to  ex- 
pect from  the  Bank  a  considerable  dimi- 
nution in  their  demands*  In  America  the 
Bank  of  the  United  Stales  did  the  business 
df  transferring  the  public  stock  and  paying 
the  dividends  without  making  any  charge 
to  the  public  at  all.  He  did  not  mean  to 
compare  the  business  done  at  the  one 
Bank  with  the  business  done  at  the  other ; 
but  let  it  be  recollected  that  in  the  one 
ease  267,000/.  was  paid  by  the  public, 
and  in  the  other  case  nothing. 

There  was  one  other  subject  on  which 
he  shbold  move  for  information  as  a  ne- 
efessary  accompaniment  to  that  which  the 
motions  he  had  already  described  would 
produce ;  and  that  was  to  ascertain  the 
amount  of  the  issues  'of  Bank  paper,  since 
the  passing  of  the  Restriction  Act  in  1797. 
When  he  knew  that  the  increase  in  the 
^tte  of  Bank  paper  since  that  period 
amounted  to  1 4  or  16  millions,  from  which 
in  annual  profit  was  derived  of  7  or 
SOOjOOO/.  and  when  he  recollected  that 
the  Bank  were  indebted  for  all  this  advan- 
tage solely  to  an  Act  of  the  Legislature, 
although  he  could  not  propose  that  the 
public  sboold  participate  in  ihe  advantage^ 
he  felt  that  the  circumstance  should  so  Sir 
enter  into  the  consideration  of  the  con- 
tracting parties,  as  to  induce  the  Bank  to 
treat  the  public  with  the  greatest  libe- 
fality  in  all  their  mutual  transactions. '  He 
disclaimed  any  partv  feeling  on  this  sub- 
ject^ or  any  dtspoaition  iftstUe  lo  hi»  right 


heard,  kt  ihoogbl  rt  probable  hi*  right 
hohv  friend  mt^t  say  that  ft  watpfemi*^ 
tore  to  call  for  papers  on  a  subject  whicli 
mutft  come  under  discussion  early  hi  thd 
nest  session,  and  that  it  would  be  a  breaMli 
of  filth  towards  the  Bank  at  pteient  lo 
diminiih  the  public  balances  m  theii* 
hands,  as  by  act  of  parliament  tliey  were 
not  to  be  withdrawn  ilhtil  the  end  of  the 
^ar  IB  It,  he  was  nevertheless  satisfied^ 
,  that  if  he  coold  look  into  his  right  hon^ 
frieiAl't  heart,  he  shooM  find  that  he  was 
satisfied  of  the  justice  of  what  he  (Mr.  6.) 
had  stated :  nor  had  be  the  slightest  feel- 
ing of  hostility  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
Bank  of  England,  or  to  those  respectabid 
gentlemen  by  whom  their  aflpairs  were 
conducted.  With  a  number  of  these  gen« 
tiemeh  he  had  been  acc^nainted  Bsany 
yeats.  He  knew  them  to  be  men  of  the 
most  honourable  character.  No  difi^r^ 
ence  from  them  on  pnblrc  grounds  could 
induce  him  to  consider  them  With  anj^ 
other  disposition  than  unfeigned  regard. 
He  was  not  so  ignorant,  nor  had  he  beeii 
so  inattentive  an  observer  of  the  etents  of 
the  last  thirty-five  years,  as  not  to  know 
and  acknowledge  Chat  the  country  had 
derived,  and,  he  trusted,  under  proper 
regulations,  would  continue  to  derive  the' 
most  Important  and  Rolid  advantages  frOm 
that  great  and  valuable  establishment,  the 
Bank  of  England.  But  then,  on  the  other 
hand,  it  ought  to  be  recollected  that  the 
Bank  owed  its  eminence  to  an  act  of  the 
Legislature.  Having  existed  for  a  consi^ 
derable  period,  the  Charter  of  the  Bank 
was  renewed,  not  solely  with  a  view  to  the 
benefit  of  the  proprietors,  but  for  the 
advantage  of  the  community  at  large. 
The  division  within  the  last  eighteen  years, 
of  seven  or  eight  millions  among  the  Bank 
proprietary,  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
dividend  of  7  per  cent,  annoallyi  soffi* 
ciently  evinced,  that  in  the  bargains  be^ 
tween  the  Bank  and  the  publie  the  proftfa 
preponderated  in  a  most  undue  degree'  on 
the  side  of  the  former.  On  every  pria« 
ciple  of  justice  and  equity,  therefore,  thh 
public  had  a  right  to  expect  that  the  Bank 
of  England,  taking  a  liberHl  view,  iof  the 
Whole  tubject,  ehouM  «HoW  the  pubKc  k 
participation  of  those  profits,  by  il'ansac^ 
ing^  the  public  botmesi  on  \€»  expemhre 
terms  than  mX  present.  The  hen.  genikN 
man 'Concluded  by  moving  kis  l^esbiuttont, 
the  first  of  which  Was; 

«'  That  there  be  laid  befbrethis  Hoaae» 
an  AceouBt  of  the  9alaitc4i  tf  Criahr  i*«le 
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iMiMto  •f  the  Bank  of  Sngiand,  an  the  lit 
«Dd  Ifttlif  days  of  each  monib,  bcUftea  ibe 
111  ef  F«l»roary  1807  and  lit  of  April 
18  U  inclotiTa^  rMoUing  froM  payoMOla 
wtd#r  Um  bead  of  Cottoms»  and  of  all 
other  braacbei  of  the  pubHo  reTena#i 
tuthig  the  average  balance  in  each  year; 
ik  tM  fem  in  which  a  etoiilar  Accoant 
wai  produced  by  the  Bank  of  England  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  &pendi« 
tare  of  tbe  United  Kingdom  in  the  year 
1807." 

Tbe  Ckimeelhr  rf  the  Escchepter  eaid,  thai 
the  ttoote  a  short  time  ago  bad  accepted 
4f  an  itdtance  of  three  millions  from  the 
Bank  for  one  year  withoat  payment  of 
any  interest;  and  he  certainly  considered 
Hnh  that  advance  had  taken  place  on  the 
faith  of  the  same  system  relative  to  the 
management  of  the  public  debt  being  con* 
tinned  till  April  1816«  Till  that  time  the 
House  could  not,  consistently  with  their 
higagement,  whatever  they  might  think 
of  the  economy  of  the  traniaetion,  open  a 
bargain  which  they  had  so  lately  sane* 
tlolied.  If  ibo  bon.  gentleman  wished  the 
papers  for  which  he  had  moved,  for  the 
sake  of  laying  information  before  the 
House  t#  enable  them  to  make  a  better 
bargain  in  future,  there  was  no  neces^ty 
for  this  at  present,  as  there  was  soiBoient 
iimo  In  the  course  of  the  next  rnsion.  It 
«vas  to  he  borne  in  mind  that  the  accounts 
Were  v^ry  vohiminoos,  and  could  not  be 
got  ready  soon.  His  bon.  friend  had  un- 
intentlohslly  thrown  a  false  colouring  on 
the  balances  In  the  hands  of  the  Bank ; 
the  great  bulk  of  these  balaneea  arose  from 
.the  payments  to  the  Consolidated  Fund; 
hnd  this  could  not  be  interfered  with  with- 
out violating  the  compact  with  the  public 
creditor.  This  was  by  far  the  mofti  con- 
lliderable  part  of  the  baiaace*  From  the 
great  increase  of  the  public  expenditure. 
It  was  natural  to  presume  that  the  balances 
•t  the  Bank  would  increase  proportionally; 
but  this  had  by  no  means  been  the  case, 
hnd  it  depended  very  much  on  the  heads 
tit  branches  whether  they  would  allow 
larfe  balances  at  the  Bank  which  should 
be  unprofitable  to  the  public.  The  ba- 
lances had  arisen,  for  the  most  part  how^ 
ever,  firom  acts  of  parliament  over  which 
tSovemment  had  no  controol ;  and  to 
Interfere  with  this  sulgect  would  be  to 
Grange  the  whole  system  of  public  credit. 
With  respect  to  the  proiu  whieh  the 
Vink  kad  been  suppoled  to  Kav%  deiiyed 
nndcr  the  restrictions,  and  which  had  so 
l^fken  been  discussed  in  that  Houae,  it  was 
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to  be  obiewed  that  tbesa  restrtcdons  bad 
not  been  wiahed  for  by  the  Bank,  bat  had 
been  adopted  on  i^rouMs  of  public  policy^ 
and  therefore  tbe  Bank  could  in  no  manner 
be  accountable  for  what  had  taken  place, 
without  their  wish  or  consent.  He  coiw 
doded  with  moving  the  previous  qoestioii* 
Mr.  Bmihii  said,  that  provided  the  ac« 
counts  should  be  laid  before  tbe  Hoose  in 
sufficient  time  to  allow  a  foil  consideration 
of  the  mibject  btfora  making  any  fresh 
bargain  with  tbe  Bank,  it  was  iminttertal 
whether  they  should  be  ordered  this  day 
or  at  a  foiuro  time;  but  if  the  Hooso 
should  not  be  allowed  sufficient  time  for 
tbe  examination  of  this  sublet,  the  puMic 
might  receive  an  injury  which  by  a  pro^ 

Bir  investigation  might  have  been  avoided* 
id  the  right  bon.  the  Chancellor  of  tho 
Exchequer  conceive  that  the  public  were 
precluded  from  adopting  a  new  plan,  by 
which  the  balances  might  not  be  with* 
drawn,  but  by  which  they  might  be 
lessened  ?  If  he  did,  there  was  tl^  raovo 
reason  for  having  the  accounts  before 
them,  that  full  consideration  might  be 
given  to  the  matter,  before  making  again 
such  an  imprudent  bargain;  and  that 
when  they  became  free  agents,  they 
might  suggest  some  more  economical 
mode  of  conducting  the  public  business* 
Perhaps  if  the  different  branches  had  the 
power  of  drawing  fkom  tbe  one  fo  the 
other,  the  balances  might  upon  the  whole 
be  considerably  diminished ;  and  if,  in- 
stead of  keeping  up  m  continual  balance 
of  1 1  millions,  by  any  such  mode  the  ba- 
lance could  be  reduced  to  six  millions, 
would  they  be  precluded  by  the  engage- 
ment with  the  Bank  from  acting  upon  it  ? 
Were  they  not  only  to  keep  their  ac^ 
counts  with  tbe  Bank,  but  to  seep  op  the 
balances  to  nearly  the  same  amount  f  If 
such  was  tbe  case,  they  might,  indeed, 
not  be  at  liberty  to  adopt  any  alteratioti 
at  present ;  but  that  was  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  see  how  the  matter  stood, 
that  if  they  had  made  an  improvident 
bargain,  they  might  see  that  they  did 
not  in  future  fall  into  the  same  inconve- 
nieoee.  It  most  be  desirable  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  country,  that  the  House 
ahottld  endeavour  to  use  every  possible 
economy.  Tbe  Bank  had  derived  great 
adyantages  from  its  connexion  with  the 
Government,  and  tbe  country  had  also 
derived  great  advantages  from  the  Bank : 
they  ou^t  not  to  kM>k  on  the  interesta  of 
the  Bank  and  tbe  country  as  adverae  ;  but 
they  were  guardians  of  tbe  public  money. 
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aod  in  thai  character  they  ought  to  see 
that  the  bargain  made  with  the  Bank 
ahould  be  economical.  He  did  not  think 
formerly  when  the  lobject  was  before  the 
House,  that  the  arrangement  was  so  bene- 
ficial as  it  ought  to  ha?e  been.  Wheneyer 
the  time  came  that  they  should  be  un- 
fettered by  any  specific  regulations  in  the 
statute-book,  he  hoped  that  a  more  benefi* 
cial  plan  would  be  adopted ;  but  at  all 
events  be  hoped  that  a  previous  investi- 
gation would  take  place. 

The  fhanceUor  qf  the  Ercketiiur  explain- 
ed, that  be  did  not  consider  himself  at 
liberty  to  withdraw  the  balance^  nor  to 
▼ary  the  manner  in  which  the  business 
was  carried  on.  But  be  had  no  objection 
to  adopt  any  suggestion  calculated  to 
lessen  the  balance.  On  the  contrary, 
every  means  had  already  been  adopted  to 
effect  that  purpose. 

Mr.  PonaorUfy  was  not  sure  that  he  un- 
derstood the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequert 
J>id  he  merely  object  to  the  production  of 
the  accounts  on  that  day,  or  at  any  period 
of  the  present  session  ?  If  he  only  wished 
to  fix  another  day,  then  be  should  have 
no  objection  to  agree  to  his  proposal.  "But 
If  be  should  intend  to  postpone  it  to  an- 
other seuion,  then  he  should  think  it  his 
doty  to  oflfer  a  few  observations.  He  then 
read  the  clause  which  engaged  that  no 
alteration  should  take  place  in  the  mode 
of  transacting  the  business,  and  that  the 
balances  should  not  be  withdrawn.  There 
was  no  other  restrictive  clause  to  prevent 
Parliament  from  exercising  its  own  judg- 
ment on  that  subject  Undoubtedly  for  a 
fixed  period,  it  had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  the  existing  arrangements;  neither 
was  it  the  intention  of  his  hon.  friend,  nor 
his  own,  nor  that  of  any  person  in  the 
House,  to  go  in  opposition  to  the  pledge 

Siven*  Oae  of  the  objections  to  the  pro- 
uction  of  the  accounts  at  this  period, 
was  their  being  voluminous,  and  that  it 
would  require  much  time  to  make  up 
one's  mind  on  the  subject.  If  the  right 
bon.  gentleman  had  spoken  in  favour  of 
the  motion,  he  could  not  have  used  a 
stronger  argument;  as  since  the  papers 
were  voluminous,  and  would  require  much 
time  for  consideration,  the  sooner  they 
should  be  produced,  the  greater  would  l>e 
the  opportunity  for  investigation.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  pointed  out 
any  inconvenience  likely  to  result  either 
to  the  public  service  or  to  the  Bank  of 
England,  from  acquiescing  with  the  m<^ 
tion.     He  did  not  consider  Parliament 


precluded  from  making  further  ecotfo* 
mieal  arrangements,  but  these  would  bo 
more  easilv  efiected  when  the  informatioa 
should  be  laid  before  the  House.  Was  it 
not  its  duty  at  this  period  to  endeavour  to 
save  $  or  400,000/.  to  the  public?  • 

Mr.  Tkmey  asked,  what  possible  objec-^ 
tion  there  could  be  to  immediate  inquiry? 
The  more  documents  the  House  had  be-^ 
fore  them,  the  better  judgment  they 
would  be  enabled  ip  form  upon  the  sob« 
ject.  The  only  person  who  could  bo 
supposed  to  have  any  desire  to  defer  the 
investigation  was  the  Go^rnor  of  the 
Bank ;  but  no  reasons  had  been  urged  by 
him  for  delaying  the  inquiry. 

Mr,  Manyai  said,  it  was  not  the  first 
time  in  his  life  he  had  observed  how  very 
differei^tly  men  acted  in  their  individual 
characters,  and  as  members  of  a  corpora* 
tion;  in  the  first  capacity  he  had  often 
found  them  frank,  liberal,  and  obliging  ; 
and  in  the  latter  he  had  as  often  fonml 
them  unaccommodating,  narrow,  and  dis^ 
obliging.  He  90uld  not  help  thinking*, 
that  the  apprehension  shown  lest  the  pa« 
pars  moved  for  should  be  produced,  at 
least  proved  that  a  very  undue  considera* 
tion  was  paid  to  the  £wk  of  England  for 
the  management  of  the  public  concerns. 
Any  gentleman  could  find  private  bankers 
to  manage  his  money  concerns,  without 
anjr  charge  or  any  other  advantage  being 
derived  by  the  bankers  than  the  use  of 
the  balance  left  in  his  hands ;  the  greater 
the  transactions  the  greater  was  the  profit ; 
and  therefore  the  immensity  of  the  trans* 
actions  was  of  the  greatest  advantage  to 
the  Bank  on  the  banking  principle.  It 
was  stated,  that  by  a  different  system  of 
management,  400,000/.  might  be  saved; 
and  tney  found  that  300.000/.  more  was  . 
gained  by  paying  their  dividends  to  tho 
public.  When  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  paid  all  the  dividends  to  the  public 
creditors  without  any  charge;  surely, 
where  the  transactions  were  so  much 
more  large,  and  were  so  much  more 
an  object  of  emolument,  they  were  less 
entitled  to  any  allowance  from  the  pub* 
lie.  It  was  his  opinion,  that  the  Bank 
did  derive  more  from  the  public  than  in 
fairness  and  liberality  they  were  entitled 
to.  The  sreat  increase  of  the  revenue  * 
and  expenditure  had  greatly  improved  the 
situation  in  which  the  Bank  stood  with 
regard  to  the  public;  the  increase  of  the 
profits  of  the  Tellers  of  the  Excheqoer 
had  increased  at  an  enormous  rate  from 
the  same  canse;  and  this  was  considered. 
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as  a  good  ground  for  inquiring  into  the 
matter.  The  Bank  of  England  stood  in 
the  same  situation ;  and  it  was  reasonable 
that  the  public  should  know  what  their 

SroBts  were.    All  the  arguments  stated 
y  the  Chancellor  of  the  ]&cchequer  went 
io  prove  the  propriety  of  hastening,  in> 
stead  of  delaying  the  production  of  the 
accounts. 
The  House  then  divided : 

For  the  previous  question  •■.  O*!* 

Against  it  ^ •'• 75 

Majority  •••  —19 

After  a  few  observations  as  to  the  point 
•f  order  fr«m  Mr.  Tiemey,  Mr.  Ponsonbyi 
and  Mr.  Grenfell.  the  seventh  document 
moYed  for  was  agreed  to,  and  the  re- 
mainder were  withdrawn  to  be  proposed 
again  to-mprrow,  that  in  the  mean  time 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  might 
aicenain  whether  he  had  any  objection  to 
them. 

PaoPBaTT  Tax.]  The  order  of  the  dav 
being  read  for  the  House  to  resolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  moved, 
«'  That  the  Act  46  Geo.  S,  c.  65,  for 
granting  to  his  Majesty  during  the  pre* 
sent  war,  and  until  the  6lh  day  of  April 
next  after  the  ratification  of  a  Definitive 
Treaty  of  Peace,  further  additional  rates 
and  duties  in  Great  Britain  on  the  rates 
and  duties  on  profits  arising  firom  property, 
professions,  trades  and  offices ;  and  ror  re- 
pealing an  Act  passed  in  the  45th  year  of 
his  present  Majesty,  for  repealing  certain 
parts  of  an  Act  made  in  the  43d  year  of 
his  present  Majesty,  for  granting  a  contri- 
bution on  the  profits  arising  from  property, 
professslons,  trades,  and  offices ;  and  to 
consolidate  and  render  more  eflfectual  the 
provisions  for  collecting  the  said  duties, 
might  be  referred  to  the  said  Committee.'' 

Sir.  WkitbrtBd  rose  and  observed,  that 
it  wu  bu^  a  very  short  time  since  the 
table  of  that  House  was  covered  with  Pe- 
titions, praying  that  the  Property  Tax 
might  not  l>e  renewed ;  and  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  took  an  early  opportunity— 
forestalling  the  public,  as  it  were,  from 
coming  before  Parliament  with  their  pe- 
titions «— of  declaring  his  intention  to 
abandon  that  most  obnoxious  measure. 
He  afterwards  brought  forward  various 
financial  plans,  and  several  new  taxes, 
which  were  adopted  by  the  House  in  the 
shape  in  which  they  were  proposed  by 
bimt    Every  one  of  these  was,  it  now  ap« 


peared,  thrown  aside,  except  the  Assessed 
Taxes :    and  this  part  of  his  system  th« 
right  hon.  gentleman  kept  alive,  until  he 
ascertained'  whether  he  could  effect  the 
resuscitation  of  the  Property  Tax.    If  he 
failed  in  that,  he  would,  of  course,  render 
the  increased  Assessed  Taxes  subservient 
to  his  purpose.    From  his  plans,  abortive' 
as  they  had  been,  at  different  times,  it 
W9S  obvious,  either  that  the  riaht  hon. 
gentleman  was  an  unskilful  and  incom- 
petent financier,  or  that  the  capability  of 
the  country  to  bear  a  heavy  weight  of 
taxation  had  come  to  a  conclusion—and 
that  there  was  no  way  of  keeping  up  taxes 
to  the  immense  extent  which  was  formerly 
the  case.    When  the  right  hon*  gentle* 
man  abandoned  the  Property  Tax— wbea 
he  made  the  celebrated  funeral  oration 
over  it,  and  commended  it  so  highly  and 
energetically— >he'stated,  that  there  was  e 
probability  of  its  revival,  but  that  such  ait 
event  could  only  take  place   in  time  of 
war.  He  explicitly  declared  to  the  House 
—and  this  was  at  a  time  when  the  cir* 
cunutances  which  now  exist  could  not  be 
contemplated,  although  there  might  be  a 
feeling  in  his  mind,  that  war  was  likely, 
from  other  causes,  to  break  out- that  in. 
no  other  state  of  afiiiirs,  except  that  of 
absolute  hostilities,  would  this  tax  be  re- 
sorted to.    He  also  gave  the  House  te 
understand^-the  Bourbons  then  being  oq 
the  throne  of  France— that  the  peace  esta* 
blishment  of  this  country  was  likely,  to 
call  for  19  million  per  annum ;   but  that# 
under  these  eircumsiances,  he  was  able  to 
furnish  a  scheme  of  taxation,  that  was 
fully  adequate  to  meet  this  expense.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  now,  however, 
moved  that  4he  Propertv  Tax  should  be 
taken  into  consideration  by  the  committee 
-—and  here,  on  the  question  preliminary 
to  the  Speaker's  leaving  the  Chair,  he 
wished  to  understand  from  him  and  his 
colleagues,  what  the  true  situation  of  the 
country  was  ?  Are  we  at  peace,  or  at  war? 
Is  there  any  alternative  i   Or  are  we  so 
situated  that  we  must  proceed  to  hos- 
tilities ?    He  asked  of  the  noble  lord,  was 
it  true  that  a  Treaty  had  been  signed  at 
Vienna,  by  ministers,  anthorixed  or  on- 
authorized,  on  the  part  of  this  country  f 
Authorised  or  onaothorixed— for,  be  it  re* 
collected,  we  were  now  accustomed  to  a 
state  of  afiairs,  in  which  ministera  acted 
without    instructions    from    the    country 
whose  foreign  relations  they  were  called 
upon  to  watch  over.    Hereafter,  be  sop- 
posed,  it  would  be  seen  whether  tbey 
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itera  attthoriased  or  noU»4ereaftef«  h% 
9»pp0994,  tile  instractioiM  under  which 
the  ntfble  lord  opposke  had  acted,  would 
be  prodoced.  They  woald  also,  he  trvHed, 
be  put  in  possession  of  the  iMtnictioiis  by 
which  4he  duke  of  Wellington  was  aatho- 
rlsed  to  sign  the  Declaration  f>iiblisbed  at 
Vienna  on  the  19th  of  last  month*  Or, 
perhaps,  the  House  woald  be  boldly  in- 
formed by  the  noble  Iwd^  that  both  he 
and  the  duke  of  Wellhigton  had  acted 
Wtthoot  any  authority  whateter.  He 
vUbed  to  know,  whether  the  Goyemment 
ctf  this  country  was  committed  in  a  war 
against  France  ?  This,  it  was  said,  was 
the.  fact;  and  that  a  subsidy  was  to  be 
paid  by  this  country  to  the  Allied  Soto* 
Beignfr,4he  whole  agreement  being  founded 
on  the  Treaty  of  Chaomont ;  with  this 
deplorable  feature,  that  the  Allied  Sove- 
tcigiR  bound  tbemseUes,  in  no  e«ent  to 
ti«at  with  the  present  ruler  of  France. 
A  deciaive  annwer  on  this  point,  would, 
ha  was  convinced,  be  satisfactory,  not 
merely  to  him,  b«l  |o  the  House,  and  the 
public  in  general.  Farther,  he  should  be 
glad  to  know,  whether  in  eonsequence  of 
some  indolence,  or  supineness,  or  neglect, 
or  whatever  else  vt  might  be  called,  on 
the  part  of  the  noble  lord  who,  when  his 
day  of  trial  arrived,  would  have  to  ex- 
plain the  ctroumttaDoe,  an  engagement 
had  taken  plaoe  between*  the  troops  of  the 
King  of  Naples  and  the  Austrian  forces, 
HI  which  the  latter  were  defeated ;  and 
whether  the  King  of  Naples  bad  not  in 
conseqaence  taken  possession  of  the  city 
of  Rome,  while  the  Pbpebad  'fled  to  the 
North  of  Italy  ?  It  would  seem  as  tf  the 
port* folio  of  the  noble  lord  had  a  rent  in 
it  so  larga,  that  it  lot  ool  many  very  im* 
poftant  papers,  which  had  passed  between 
nifli  and  varioaa  individuals  cooneeted 
with  tha  late  negociations  at  Vienna*  No 
persesi  could  vmuI  those  papers  without 
deeply  comidering  them.  He  did  not  ask 
tha  noble  lord  to  avow  the  document,  but 
whether  he  dilavowad  it««4iecaose  he  did 
not  enect  that  the  noble  lord  would  be 
io  bold  and  deaisive  aa  apanly  to  give  an 
avowal^^t  war  a  latter  aMrasaed  to  lord 
€astlereagh  by  the  plenipoteatiariasi*  of 


*      ^W      1^— ^^ 


*  The  ibUowiag  is  a  Copy  of  the  Do- 
aument  bare  alhidad  lo: 

Mole  kum  tba  PlenipoteMiaiies  ef  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  Naples,  to  lord 
Casdcneagb,  dated  Vienna,  11th  Fe- 
braary,  ldBlJ« 

\  «« The  andersigaad  MaHSten,  Plcnipo- 
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tfaift  individual  whom  the  noUe  lord  had 
called  '  marshal  Mural,' but  whom  he(Mr. 
Whttbread)  would  have  thought  th»  noble 
lord  would  have  been  the -first  to  call  *  king 
df  Naples/  Upon  th«  answer  that  night 
be  given  to  several  of  these  questions, 
would  depend  the  propriety  of  going  into 
a  committee  on  the  Property  Tax,  which 
could  only  be  excusable  in  the  event  of 
war,  into  which,  he  feared,  we  were  about 
to  be*  plunged  headlong:  the  issue  of  it, 
at  all  events,  must  be  extremely  doubtful ; 
and  (if  the  Treaty  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
had  in  fact  been  executed)  the  object  of 
it  was  unjustifiable  on  every  ground  of 
common  sense,  humanity,  and  national 
law. 

Lord  CaHkreagh  said,  that  the  questioM 
ef  the  hon.  gentleman  had  in  view  one  of 
taro  objectfljp-he  wished  either  to  Jearn 
whether  the  notice  of  his  right  hon.  friend 
was  one  which  the  House  ought  to  enter- 
tain ;  or  he  was  desirous  of  calling  on 
them  to  discuss  subjects  not  -then  before 
them*  hnd  to  give  some  opinion  on  varwua 
topics  connected  with  the  foreign  relatione 
of  the  country.  With  respect  to  the  firat 
object,  it  was  a  ^natter  of  discretion  witb 
the  House,  whether  the  committee  ahookl 
go  into  an  investigation  of  the  necessity 
of  resorting  to  the  Property-tax,  with  re* 
ference  to  the  general  state  of  the  country, 
and  to  the  question  of  war  or  preparation 
for  war.  It  was  here  to  be  considered, 
whether  a  ease  was  to  be  laid  before  Par^ 
liament  sufficient  to  justify  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  which  his  right  hon.  friend 
intended  to  propose  to  them.  Now,  u  to 
the  first  difficulty  which  the  hon.  gentle- 
man appeared  to  feel,  with  reference  to 
the  conduct  of  his  right  hon.  friend,  it 
might  very  easily  be  removed.  His  right 
hon.  friendf  in  staling  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  abandon  the  Property-tax, 
namelVf  that,  in  the  then  state  of  Earope, 
he  did  not  think  the  country  called  for 
the  Gontinaence  of  that  measure,  although 
it  woald  be  necessary  to  deviaesome  effi- 
cient taxes,  did  not  go  to  the  length  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  described.  The  'hon. 
f>antleman  passed  over  this  very  mnidly. 
He  argaed,  because  his  right  hon.  friend 
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tentiarica  of  his  Majesty  the  King  of 
Naples,  have  had  the  honour  efaddreasing 
to  his  excellency  my  loid  viscount  Castle- 
reagh,  principal  Secretary  of  State  of  hta 
Britanaic  Majesty,  for  Foreign  Affiurs,  an 
official  Note,  dated  the  29th  of  Oacember 
li|rt,  aoliciting  the  coacluaian  of  the  dell- 
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had  abBDdooed  his  nei^r  taxes,  and,  onder  | 
an  aUtraiion  of  circumstances,  sought  to 
raiae  a  considerable  sum  wiibin  the  year, 
which  could  now  only  be  done  by  the 
measure  about  to  be  proposed,  that,  there- 
fore, ail  the  ordinary  sources  of  taxation 
were  destroyed.  Was  this,  he  would  ask, 
logical  reasoning  ?  Was  it  the  reasoning 
of  a  man  of  information  ?  Or  was  it  fit  to  be 
put  forward  in  the  present  state  of  Europe  ? 
Such  assertions  w«re  calculated  to  bate  an 
eifect  disadvaniageoos  to  the  character  and 
welfare  of  the  country*     iSome  time  ago 


nitive    peac^    between    the    Crowna    of 
Naples  and  Great  Britain. 

**  Hitf  excellency  my  lord  Castlereagb 
was  so  goo<l  as  to  assure  the  oodersigned 
first  plenipotentiary  of  his  Neapolitan 
Majesty,  that  he  would  occupy  himself 
with  the  object  of  that  note.  It  has  never- 
theless remained  to  this  day  without  any 
result. 

"  Although  the  Ring  cannot  but  be 
keenly  affected  by  this  silence,  from  the 
eagerness  with  which  be  is  desirous  of 
entering  into  more  intimate  relatione  with 
England,  he  has  too  much  dependence  on 
the  sincerity  and  justice  of  the*  English 
Government,  to  allow  him  to  doubt  for  a 
moment  of  its  fidelity  in  fulfilling  the  en- 
gagements which  it  haa  contracted  to- 
wards him.  * 

**  If  all  those  reaaona  which  the  under- 
signed urged  in  their  note  of  the  29th 
of  December  last,  required  to  be  corroho* 
rated  by  others  still  more  powerful,  they 
might  recall  to  his  excellency  my  loi^ 
Castlereagb,  the  Convention  which  he 
proposed  at  Troyes,  with  the  three  other 
principal  coalesced  PowerS|  by  which  the 
Britannic  Government,  recognising  the 
political  existence  of  the  King  of  Naples, 
solicited  an  indemnity  in  lavoor  of  the 
King  of  Sicily,  as  an  indemnificatioA  for 
the  kingdom  of  Naples. 

«'  Austria,  Russia,  and  Prussia*  adhered 
by  separate  aqta  of  accession,  stipulated 
at  Troyes,  the  I5th  FebmarY,  1814,  to 
that  Convention  which  baa  irravocably 
consecrated  the  principle  of  the  political 
existence  of  the  King  of  Naples. 

«f  It  belonged  next  to  the  Powers  in 
whose  hands  were  all  the  dispoaable  eoun- 
triet  conquered  from  the  enemv,  to  find 
and  to  proportion  the  indemnity  to  be 
given  to  the  King  of  Sicily. 

^  His  Neapoliun  Majesty  cooM  emicor 
DO  otherwise  in  this  than  by  bis  good 
ofilces,  and  he  has  falfiUod  on  this  point 
(VOL.  XXX.) 


his  right  boo.  friend  declared  it  was  his 
intention,  in  the  then  state  of  Europe,  to 
give  up  the  property  tax;  but  be  said 
be  would  resort  to  it  in  the  event  of  wart 
In  making  this  declaration,  be  did  not 
preclude  himself  from  looking  to  it  as  a 
grand  resource,  in  that  mused  slate,  where^ 
if  we  were  notabsolutely  at  war,  great  p^f- 
psrations  were  evidently  necessary.  Tbe 
hou.  geiitleman  had  inquired  whether  he 
was  prepared  to  avow  or  disavow  parti- 
cular publications  that  had  appeared  in 
the  daily  prints.     lie  should  be  .perfectly 


the  engagements  which  he  contvacted  by 
his  Treaty  of  Alliance  of.  the  llth  Jti- 
noaryi  1814,  the  undersicned  having  de- 
clared by  the  note  which  they  have  had 
the' honour  of  addressing  to  his  exc<$llency 
my  lord  Castlereagb,  under  di|te  of  the 
29th  December  last,  that  they  were. ready 
to  concur  in  the  arrangements  which 
might  be  proposed  for  that  eflTect, 

"  Thus,  under  whatever  point  of  view 
the  Britannic  Government  wishes  to  view 
its  position  with  regard  to  the  King  of 
Naples,  it  can  only  consider  as  just  .and 
reasonable  the  demand  which  the  under- 
signed are  charged  with  reiterating  to  his 
excellency*  my  lord  Castlereagb,  of  pro- 
ceeding to  tbe  prompt  ly^nclusionof  t  drfi^ 
nitive  Treaty  of  Peace  between  tbe  two 
Crowns. 

"  No  person  can  be  better  qualified 
than  my  lord  Castlereagb  to  enlighten 
the  ^glish  Government  with  respect  to 
the  afilairs  of  Naples.  Having  concurred 
in  the  negociation  which  preceded  and 
which  followed  the  accession  of  his  Nea- 
politan Majesty  to  the  coalition,  he  was 
the  organ  of  the  engagemenu  entered 
into  by  the  English  Government  towards 
the  Court  of  Naples,  and  his  character  fur 
juaiice  and  probity  is  too  well  known  to 
allow  the  underaigned  to  aoppose  that  hts 
political  conduct  will  vary  in  any  manner; 
and  they  are  certain  ihat  he  .will  iO|>port 
in  London  the  engagementa  which  be 
contracted  in  the  name  of  his  Government 
I4>wards  the  King  of  Naples,  m  well  as  tbe 
promises  and  verbal  declarations  made  by 
him  during  the  last  campaign  >  of  the 
coalesced  armies,  and  principally  at  Ch.itt* 
mont  and  Dijon. 

«'  The  undersigned  beseech  his  excel* 
leney  my  lord  Castlereagb  to  accept  ibe 
asaorancea  of  their  very  high  ^oiisido- 
ration. 

(SigiiitdX.  '*  The  Duke  de  Cammchi aso. 
"  The  Princo  da  Camati/' 

(«X) 
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prepared  to  answer  this  qaesiion,  when 
the  subject  to  which  those  docoments  re- 
ferred was  ready  to  be  discussed.  The 
hon«  gentleman  bad  triumphantly  ob- 
served, that  his  (lord  Castlereagh's)  day 
of  trial  was  near.  0e  was  not  afraid  to 
meet  that  day— he  would  not  shrink  from 
that  trial *-he  would  not  fly  from  any 
charge  the  hon.  gentleman  might  think 
proper  to  bring  forward :— 'but  he  would 
Dot,  from  personal  motivesj  when  he  was 
accused  of  having  sacrificed  the  public  in- 
terest, give  up  a  sound  parliamentary  dis- 
cretion ;  and  because  the  hon.  gentleman 
called  for  information  on  subjects  not  yet 
lit  for  discussion,  let  loose  all  the  public 
documents  which  came  under  his  cogni- 
zance, and  disclose  the  instructions  under 
whicn  his  Majesty's  Government  had 
acted.  This  was  a  principle  never  acted 
on  by  any  person  who  could  lay  claim  to 
the  mind  of  a  statesman.  He  was  sore, 
Mr.  'Fox  never  called  on  his  Majesty's 
servants  to  give  up  the  instructions  under 
which  they  acted.  If  any  proceeding  of 
ministers  was  culpable  In  itself,  Parliament 
bad  a  right  to  investigate  it.  But  he 
could  never  consent  to  give  up  instruc- 
tions, in  which'  the  various  views  of  Go- 
vernment were  disclosed,  merely  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  alight  exercise  his  inge* 
naiiy  on  them,  and  pick  a  bole  here  and 
there  in  the  proceedings;  by  marking 
virhat  had  failed,  censuring  what  had  been 
accomplished,  and  regretting  that  which 
was  not,  and  perhaps  could  not  be  ac- 
complished. Acting  on  these  principles, 
be  waa  not  prepared  to  give  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman the  information  he  required.  As 
ioon  as  the  Executive  was  ready  to  lay  it 
before  Parliament,  in  an  intelligible  shape, 
they  would  do  so ;  but  to  answer  ques- 
tions, for  the  purpose  of  giving  the  hon. 
gentleman  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
doubts  that  might  be  detrimental  to  the 
interests  of  the  country,  would,  ha  con- 
ceiv^y  be  a  dereliction  of  his  doty. 

Mr.  Pc/numhy  expressed  his  surprise  at 
hearing  the  noble  lord  quote  the  authority 
of  a  distinguished  individual  whose  me- 
mory was  cherished,  and  whose  opinions 
were  venerated  by  many  of  the  oldest 
nemberi  of  the  House.  It  might  be  true, 
that  llr.  Fox  would  have  objected  to  pre* 
mature  disclosures  by  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment ;  hot  did  the  noble  lord  mean 
to  assert  that  where  no  injury  to  the  public 
aervice  was  apparent,  and  where  erroneous 
and  derogatory  opinions  might  be  formed 
of  the  conduct  of  an  individual,  witbont 
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the  inspection  of  instructions,  Mr.  Fox 
would  have  hesitated  in  moving  for  their 
production  ?  Suppose  it  was  the  case  of 
Genoa,  the  papers  regarding  which  would 
be  laid  upon  the  table  in  consequence  of 
a  motion  he  (Mr.  Ponsonby)  had  made 
upon  the  subject;  would  Mr.  Fox  have 
thought  it  improper  to  have  demanded 
that  Pari  lament  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  all  the  circumstances,  that  it  might 
be  ascertained  whether  the  envoy  had 
not,  in  fact,  been  deceived  by  the  Govern- 
ment at  home  ?  If  such,  as  the  noble  lord 
had  stated  it,  were  in  truth  the  sentiment 
of  Mr.i^ox,  it  ought  not  to  be  taken  with- 
out some  limitation.  He  (Mr.  P/)  thanked 
the  noble  loi>d  for  the  negative  information 
he  had  given  t6  the  House  upon  a  matter 
of  the  highest  moment ;  be  was  happy  to 
infer  from  what  had  been  said  by  the 
noble  lord,  that  Government  had  not  yet 
taken  any  warlike  measure.  What  state 
secret  would  have  been  divulged  if  the 
noble  lord  had  condescended  in  plain 
terms  to  aver  that  we  were  not  yet  in  a 
^tate  of  actual  hostility  ?  What  important 
state  secret  would  have  been  divulged,  if 
the  noble  lord  had  ventured  to  answer  the 
question  regarding  an  engagement  in 
Italy  ?  The  noble  lord  had  declined  say- 
ing any  thing  also  upon  the  document  which 
had  appeared  in  one  of  the  public  journals. 
He  had  not  avowed  it,  nor  had  he  dis« 
avowed  it.  What,  then,  was  the  fair  and 
only  inference  ?  That  the  letter  was 
genuine  and  undeniable. 

Lord  Cattlcreagh  did  not  mean  to  assert 
that  in  no  case  ought  the  instroctiona  of 
Government  to  be  produced  to  Parlia- 
ment ;  what  he  had  protested  against  was, 
the  doctrine  that  they  ought  to  be  pub- 
lished whenever  a  member  thought  it 
necessary  to  call  for  them.  Mr.  Fox  had 
contended  for  the  general  principle,  that 
Government  ought  not  without  important 
reasons  to  be  called  upon  to  make  dis- 
closures that  might  be  injurious  to  the 
public  interest.  His  lordship  was  ready 
to  allow  that  cases  might  arise  where  it 
appeared  that  ministers  had  acted  crimi- 
nally or  improperly,  when  it  would  be  fit 
that  instructions  should  be  laid  before 
Patliament;  but  in  this  case  the  cause 
assigned  was  to  be  balanced  against  the 
positive  inconvenience  and  impolicy. 

Mr.  WMihtead  hoped,  that  the  same  lati- 
tude of  explanation  would  he  allowed  to 
him  that  bflkd  been  given  to  the  noble  lord. 
It  Was  not  correct  to  assert  that  he  had 
dravra  a  dcapondiiig  ritw  of  the  finaneet 
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of  Ike  cooDtry ;  all  he  had  latid  was,  either 
that  our  resources  were  greally  dimi- 
nished, or  thai  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  was  an  unskilful  financier. 
Those  who«  with  the  noble  lord,  main- 
tained that  our  means  remained  utiim* 
paired,  mast  admit  that  in  ihe  hands  of  the 
present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  they 
did  not  bear  a  very  promising  appearance. 
The  ooble  lord  was  mistaken  if  he  sup- 
posed that  he  had  been  asked  now  to  pro- 
duce his  instructions,  or  the  authority 
under  which  be  had  acted  at  Vienna ;  a 
fit  time  for  such  an  explanation  would 
arrive  hereafter,  when  the  noble  lord 
would  have  to  justify  his  conduct  in  trans* 
porting  the  Executive  Government  from 
this  co^otry  lo  Vienna.  What  he  (Mr. 
W.)  required  was,  that  the  House  should 
know  on  what  authority  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington had  signed  the  Declaration  of  the 
]3fth  of  March  ^  The  questioni  did  not 
respect  the  noble  lord,  whose  trial  was  not 
yet  come ;  he  bad  not  yet  had  his  day ; 
that  day  which,  however,  the  rest  of 
his  Majesty's  ministers  had  promised  on 
the  return  oPthe  noble  lord  from  Vienna; 
a  day  of  exultation  in  hit  achievements 
and  triumph,  over  his  enemies,  when  the 
noble  lord  was  to  enter  the  House  crowned 
with  splendour.  Not  with  that  personal 
splendour  which  he  had  received  as  a 
reward— but  with  the  splendour  arising 
from  the  dignified  consciousness  of  being 
able  to  free  himself  from  iroputationa  cast 
upon  him  by  public  docomentt  day  after 
day  appearing— chasing  each  other  before 
the  public,  beginning  with  the  Proclama- 
tion of  Prince  Repnin  and  terminating 
with  the  offspring  of  the  last  six  hours,  the 
letter  of  the  duke  of  Campocbiaro.  When 
was  this  glorious  day  of  triumph  to  arrive  ? 
How  long  would  the  noble  lord  defer  bis 
honours  on  the  plea  of  injury  to  the  public 
•ervice  ?  When  would  he  descend  from 
hit  high  station  to  give  a  plain  and  dia- 
linct  statement  to  the  House  and  to  the 
country  \  Why  would  not  the  noble  lord 
•vow  the  docmnent  alluded  tO|  and  ttate 
whether  in  truth  there  had  been  any  en- 
gagement in  Italy  ?  What  injury  to  the 
|Niblic  aervice  could  arise  from  the  infor- 
mation, whether  the  league  of  extermina- 
tioD  a^imt  Bttonapartft  had  been  formed 
and  signed  \  Would  not  explanations 
baire  come  with  a  much  better  grace  from 
him  than  from  the  docomentt,  that  one 
after  another  teemed  to  have  been  picked 
vp  OB  the  Tond  that  hit  lordship  had  tra* 
kIWi  and  which  appeared  moat  vnac 
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coonUbly  to  have  made  their  escape 
through  a  bole  in  the  noble  lord's  port- 
manteau. Appealt  had  been  made  from 
time  to  time  to  ministers  to  acknowledge 
some  of  those  papers,  in  which  the  noble 
lord's  hand  was  evident  to  every  man  who 
had  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  him  speak. 
They  had  refused  to  give  any  information, 
but  the  style  spoke  for  itself;  for,  however 
people  might  dispute  upon  the  meaning 
of  what'was  written,  or  whether  it  had  any 
meaning  at  all,  no  man  would  deny  that 
the  documents  were  the  undoubted  pro* 
ductions  of  the  noble  lord's  luminous  mind 
— ^The  noble  lord  bad  mentioned  the  haU 
lowed  name  of  Fo;c.  Would  to  God,  said 
Mr.  Whitbread,  that  Mr.  fox  could  have 
been  present  to  have  listened  to  the  noble 
lord  this  night— to  have  heard  that  man 
who  refused  his  advice  and  rejected  hia 
prophetic  warnings,  who  scorned  the  wit* 
dom  which  ever  flowed  from  hit  lipa  when 
he  spoke,  now  taking  advantage  of  hit 
jodgment^at  it  were,  quoting  scripture  to 
ansarer  his  purpose«-and  pretending  te  cite 
his  authority,  by  throwing  an  aspersion  on 
his  memory;  But  neither  Mr.  Fox,  nor 
any  man,  not  even  I  myself,  with  all  my 
*  irrationality'  (as  the  noble  lord  cermt 
it,)  would  think  of  arguing,  that  all  in* 
stroctions  were  at  all  timet  to  be  disclosed. 
Sore  I  am  of  this,  however,  that  by  tho 
side  of  Mr.  Fox  I  have  contended,  with 
him  for  the  production  of  inttroctiona 
when  it  was  intended  either  to  make  them 
the  foundation  <if  an  impeachment  or  n 
censure.  The  practice,  doubtless,  is  now 
much  improved,  when  the  censure  it  uni« 
versally  pronounced  by  the  nation,  and 
the  docomentt  afterwards  laid  before  Par* 
liament,  to  prove  that  it  was  just.  Thoa 
the  noble  lord  mitquotet  and  misappliea 
the  authority  he  adduces;  and  if  any 
thing  potsetsed  the  power  to  call  that 
great  and  lamented  btatesman  from  the 
grave,  it  would  be  to  hear  the  noble  lord, 
of  all  men  in  the  world,  citing  his  opi*. 
nion,  to  screen  himtelf  from  merited  con- 
demnation. If  any  thmg  could  raise  the 
angry  spirit  of  Mr.  Fox  from  the  tomb,  ii 
would  be  the  application  of  his  name  and 
authority,  not  to  expose  and  punish  mit- 
deedt  a^d  mal-practices,  but  to  shield  the 
noble  lord  from  the  heavy  censure  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country.  The  noble 
lord,  in  the  perversion  of  hia  mind  upon 
these  aobjecta,  may  perhaps  alto  prrtuade 
himtelf  tbar  in  the  negocmtiont  in  which 
he  haa  been  recently  engaged,  he  should 
have  received  even  the  approbation  of 
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The  bon,  member  forcibly  argued  agaiatt' 
war,  principally  upon  two  grounds;  first, 
,because  Napoleon  Buonaparte  was  obvi- 
ously tbe  favourite  sovereign  of  the  French 
people,  and  we  had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  their  selection;  and  secondly,  be«- 
cause  the  people  of  this  country  were  not 
in  a  state  to  pay  this  enormous  tax,  as 
was  evident  from  the  known  condition  of 
our  manufacturers  and  agriculturists. 

Mr.  Tienuy  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  in  voting  for  the  amendment,  he  should 
not  hold  himself  precluded  from  proposing 
farther  delay,  if  within  a  fornight  the 
House  should  not  be  in  possession  of  ade- 
quate information  upon  this  fmportaot 
subject. 

Mr.  fVhiibread  observed,  that  although 
the  value  of  property  had  advanced  within 
twenty  years,  as  stated  by  tbe  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Rose),  that  value  had 
notoriously  fallen  of  late  years,  and  that 
fall  had  been  assigned  as  a  main  argument 
for  the  Corn  Bill.  Therefore  the  condi- 
tion of  property  had  been  truly  described 
by  ihe  bon.  member  for  Somersetshire. 
It  bad  been  stated,  that  war  might  not 
take  place;  but  if  it  even  should  not,  h^ 
bad  no  doubt  that  this  tax  once  imposed, 
would  be  saddled  upon  the  country  for 
ever — [No,  no !  from  the  Ministerial 
aide].  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
however,  had  said,  that  he  should  find  it 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  propose  a 
less  exceptionable  tax  ;^  but  this  was  tell- 
ing people,  that  if  they  desired  the  re- 
moval of  a  blister,  they  should  have  a 
caustic ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
jKoold  so  succeed  in  reconciling  the  public 
Id  the  Property 'tax,  he  would  evince  a 
degree  of  cuni>ing  from  which  he  might 
flatter  himself  with  being  placed  by  pos- 
terity upon  the  same  shelf  with  the  noble 
lord  near  him.  The  hon.  member  con- 
tended that  there  was  no  necessity  tor 
war ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  might 
jremain  at  peace,  and  should  soon,  at  least 
in  two  or  three  years,  see  that  the  c.ountry 
coold  preserye  peace  without  an  expensive 
armament  to  defend  it;  for  he  ridiculed 
the  disgraceful  alarm  which  appeared  to 
be  excited  in  ministers  and  their  allies  by 
the  intellect  of  one  man.  The  Income- 
tax,  he  said,  would  produce  1 4  millions 
at  the  utmost ;  and  in  the  first  instance, 
according  to.  the  Treaty  of  Chaumont,  we 
were^to  pay  five  millions  to  the  Allies  for 
one  year's  subsidy ;  and  it  was  even  ru- 
pnoured  that  we  were  to  give  nine  millions 
y>  the  coalesced  Powers^    to    stimulate 
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their  nerves  to  thai  degree  of  energy 
which  should  impel  them  to  go  to  war. 
It  was  cl^ar  that'the  whole  depended  oa 
this  country ;  and  he  firmly  believed,  that 
if  ministers  could  stimulate  the  Continent 
to  war  against  France  they  would  do  iU 
He  denied  that  the  Property-tax  could 
be  modified  so  as  to  be  rendered  palate 
able,  and  condemned  the  severity  witti 
which  it  had  hitherto  been  enforced. 

Lord  Caatlcrtaghp  rose  and  replied  to  Mr» 
Whitbread  in  a  tone  of  considerable  ant* 
mation.  He  observed  that  the  hon.  mem^ 
her  had  found  it  more  convenient  to  dia* 
cuss  the  question  on  an  assumption  of  his 
own,  than  upon  any  rational  foundation* 
If,  instead  of  opposing  the  Speaker's  Icav* 
ing  the  Chair,  he  had  permitted  him  to 
leave  it,  he  would  have  found  that  his 
right  hon.  friend,  instead  of  intending  to 
propose  the  renewal  of  the  Property-tax 
in  perpetuity,  whether  in  the  alternatiTc 
of  war  or  peace,  would  only  have  pro- 
posed it  for  one  year.  If  we  were  to  make 
preparations  of  defence,  he  trusted  that 
there  was  no  gentleman  in  tbe  House  who 
would  not  feel  that  it  was  necessary  to 
show  to  Europe,  that  Parliament  was 
ready  to  arm  the  Executive  Government 
with  all  requisite  power.  If  they  felt  that 
we  could  live  on  such  terms  with  tbe 
person  at  the  head  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment as  fhould  not  place  us  within  tbe 
reach  of  the  strong  arm  which  he  pos- 
sessed, then  it  might  be  said  that  our 
preparations  were  superfluous;  but  if  they 
were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  then  they 
would  use  their  own  discretion  in  enabling 
the  Executive  to  provide  proper  means  of 
security.  Alluding  to  certain  pointed 
sarcasms  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  which  he 
had  thrown  out  in  the  course  of  the  even- 
ing, the  noble  lord  observed,  that  if  be 
was  only  to  be  taunted  by  the  hon.  mem* 
her  respecting  information,  he  trusted  tbe 
House  would  feel  that  he  should  best  con- 
sult their  and  his  own  dignity  by  remain- 
ing silent,  and  not  suffering  himself  to  be 
provoked.  In  spite  of  all  the  taunts  and 
prophecies  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  mi- 
nisters had  carried  the  country  trium* 
phantly  through  a  war,  of  which  the  boo. 
mennber  had  professed  his  despair  of  ever 
being  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  and 
had  even  feared  lest  the  liberties  of  this 
country  might  be  laid  at  the  feet  of  the 
'  great  man'  who  ruled  the  destiuies  of  tbe 
Continent.  It  was  'a  proud  thing  to  say, 
while  the  people  of  England  were  making 
sQch  vast  sacrifices^  that  the  reault  ^f  the 
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iDComt-tax  had  been  to  doable  ihc  Ttluo 
of  the  whole  property  of  the  country ; 
and  if  there  hod  been  a  temporary  reduc- 
tion of  late  in  the  value  of  this  property, 
let  not  the  hon.  menaber  endeavour  to 
Make  an  impression  on  the  country  that 
its  value  would  not  augment,  if  the  pre- 
siding wisdom  and  firmness  of  Parliament 
was  only  exercised  as  it  hitherto  had  been, 
and  if  the  House  was  but  true  to  itself. 
Let  them  only  pursue  the  same  course 
which  had  already  produced  such  glorious 
results,  and  he  would  venture  to  predict 
that  they  would  soon  have  to  congratulate 
themselves  on  successes,  as  great  as  those 
which  had  so  lately  crowned  their  firm- 
ness and  perseverance. 

Mr.  Wkkbnad  denied  that  he  had  ever 
called  Buonaparte  a  great  man  in  the 
sense  conveyed  by  the  noble  lord  ;  but  if 
a  inan  were  to  shine  by  comparison- 
series  of  Spoke !  spoke!] 

Mr.  FoRMmky  expressed  his  conviction 
that  if  the  Property- tax  was  revived,  there 
would  be  few  persons  in  that  House  or  out 
of  it,  who  would  live  to  see  it  taken  off. 
It  would  be  a  part  of  the  peace  system,  the 
same  as  the  Bank  Restriction  Act  had  be- 
come, and  which  was  likely  to  continue  for 
some  generations.  He  would  defy  any  man 
to  propose  snch  modifications  in  the  Pro- 
perty-tax as  could  make  it  acceptable.  It 
never  could  be  collt*cted  without  giving 
persons  powers  that  were  incompatible 
with  a  free  constitution.  It  was  an  en* 
conragemeiit  and  provocative  to  war ;  and 
it  would  not  produce  a  sum  any  thing 
equal  to  what  the  House  would  soon  be 
called  upon  to  vote.  Would  not  the  mi- 
nister have  to  call  on  Parliament  for  a 
large  loan  ?  Than  why  not  take,  for  any 
temporary  emergency,  a  portion  of  that 
loan,  and  wait  till  eventa  were  known  that 
would  prove  whether  the  Property-tax  was 
necessary  or  not?  He  thought  the  noble 
lord  had  complained  of  what  had  been 
aaid  in  the  present  and  former  debates 
without  reason.  For  himself,  he  would 
not  wait  for  that  day  when  the  noble  lord 
should  think  proper  to  afford  his  own  jus- 
tification. The  right  hon.  gentleman  then 
animadverted  upon  the  documents  which 
lately  appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
with  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress. If  those  letters  were  to  be  consi- 
dered as  authentic  instruments,  he  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  of  the  one 
from  Prince  Talleyrand,  that  it  was  a  Je- 
suitical contrivance  to  get  rid  of  engage- 
nenU  which  had  been  entered  into,  be- 


AraiL  IQ,  1815. 


[098 


canse  the  Bourbons  happened  to  be  re* 
stored  to  the  throne  of  France*  and  were 
nearly  connected,  by  ties  of  blood,  with 
Ferdinand  IV.  who  sat  on  the  throne  of 
Sicily.  If,  too,  the  king  of  Naples  had 
really  commenced  hostilities,  what  could 
be  more  natural  than  for  him  to  do  so,  at 
the  moment  when  the  Allies  had  refused 
to  secure  to  him  his  throne,  which  he 
thought  he  had  purchased  with  his  ser* 
vices  ?  He  was  driven  into  an  alliance 
with  Buonapart^,  because  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  showed  that  no  reliance  could 
be  placed  upon  it ;  whereas,  if  the  agree- 
ments entered  into  with  him  had  t>eea 
fairly  and  honourably  performed,  he  could 
have  had  no  temptation  for  such  a  step. 
Whether,  however,  the  facts  were  as  he 
had  them  or  not,  he  could  not  say  [Hear, 
hear !  from  lord  Castlereagh} ;  but  he 
believed  tbey  were ;  because  if  not,  the 
noble  lord  could  have  had  no  difiiculty  in 
denying  the  documents  upon  which  he 
(Mr.  Ponsonby)  had  argued  as  authentic; 
and  if  they  were  true,  so  far  as  tbey  re- 
lated to  Saxony  and  Naples,  (they  knew 
what  the  noble  .lord's  conduct  bad  been 
towards  Genoa)  he  was  fully  justified  in 
saying  that  the  noble  lord  and  the  Con- 
gress at  Vienna  had  re- placed  Buonapart6 
on  his  throne.  With  regard  to  the 
Property-tax  he  had  given  his  reasons  for 
voting  against  it,  nor  did  he  believe  thai 
he  could  ever  be  brought  to  view  that 
tax  in  such  a  light  as  to  induce  him  to 
support  it. 

The  Chamcelior  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
should  not  follow  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
in  the  various  topics  upon  which  he  had 
touched,  but  confine  himself  merely  to  the 
queatioo  then  before  the  House ;  and  in 
order  to  show  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
that  his  fears  of  the  Property-tax  being 
imposed  for  ever,  if  it  should  be  now 
agreed  to,  were  groundless,  be  would  read 
one  sentence  from  the  motion,  which  be 
intended  to  submit  to  the  committee. 
[This  sentence  was,  that  the  several  duties 
on  the  profits  of  all  property,  profenions, 
trades,  and  offices,  be  revived  and  granted  ^ 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  to  commence 
from  the  5th  of  April  1815.]  As  to  the 
insinuation  that  ministers  would  never 
want  a  pretext  for  continuing  the  tax, 
unless  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could 
point  out  in  the  history  of  this  country, 
circumstances  that  were  analogous  to  those 
which  now  existed,  he  did  not  think  he 
was  justified  in  that  assertion.  The  House 
and  the  country,    however,  were  in  a 
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fi^ar ;  and  when  the  honour  or  the  safety 
of  the  cottotry  required  it,  he  was  ready 
to  stand  forth  in  support  of  its  renewal. 
As  to  the  petitions,  the  state  of  things 
was  changed  since  those  petitions  were 
agreed  to.  He  was  persuaded  that  his 
constituents,  who  had  petitioned  against 
the  renewal  of  the  tax  under  other  cir- 
camstances,  would  be  prepared  to  meet 
the  present  crisis  with  their  accustomed 
Joyalty.  But,  whatever  their  sentiments 
were,  he  should  gire  his  vote  for  Such  a 
grant  as  would  enable  the  Government 
either  to  commence  an  active  war,  or  to 
stand  in  a  strong  attitude  of  defence. 
Which  of  these  courses  was  to  be  adopted, 
was  matter  for  serious  consideration ;  and 
he  was  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  determi- 
nation of  the  powerful  and  respectable 
confederation  which,  for  the  happiness  of 
Europe,  still  existed.  He  approved  of 
the  declaration,  that  no  endeavours  wo\ild 
be  made  by  this  country  to  excite  a  war- 
like spirit  or  a  spiritless  warfare  on  the 
part  of  the  other  Powers  of  Europe  ;  but 
if  those  Pet  wen  were  convinced  of  the 
necessity  of  war,  he  looped  this  country 
#ould  not  be  lukewarm  in  its  efforts.  The 
principle  of  economy  in  the  public  ex- 
penditure ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in 
this  consideration,  for  its  operation  would 
have  a  salutary  infiuence  upon  the  public 
mind. 

Mr.  Tiemey  said,  that  he  could  not  let 
the  opportunity  pass,  without  protesting 
against  the  renewal  of  the  Property-tax, 
totally  uninformed  as  Ke  was  as  to  the 
state  of  the  country,  with  regard  to  its 
foreign  relations.  Whatever  his  opinion 
night  be,  if  war  was  determined  on,  be 
could  not,  unadvised  as  he  and  every  other 
person  in  the  House  was,  on  the  question 
of  war  or  peace,  assent  to  the  imposition 
on  the  people  of  this  country  of  an  op- 
pressive tax,  which  was  nerer  justifiable 
but  by  the  extreme  exigency  of  the  time 
at  which  it  was  imposed,  and  which  was 
most  hateful  to  the  people  of  the  country «y 
The  proposition,  too,  for  the  renewal  of 
the  tax  had  been  made  without  one  word 
being  assigned  as  a  ground  for  it.  They 
did  not  at  all  know  what  the  exigencies  of 
the  country  were.  All  he  knew  was,  that 
if  we  were  not  at  peace,  it  was  our  own 
ftult.  As  to  the  renewal  of  this  tax,  he 
tould  not  consent  to  be  guided  by  the 
Congress.  Prince  Metternich  and  Prince 
Talleyrand  were  not  to  mete  oot  the  pro* 
perty  of  this  country.  Of  this  the  House 
tntght  be  rare,  whatever  they  resolved  on. 
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that  this  country  wonld  have  more  than  tu 
proportipn  to  pay ;  for  the  noble  lord 
knew  that  the  Allies  would  not' be  able  to 
take  the  field  without  being  subsidised  oot 
of  the  last  resources  of  England  :— out  of 
the  last  resources,  he  said,  because  if  we 
went  on  in  a  war  for  two  or  three  years 
we  should  be  at  an  end  of  our  resources. 
The  motion  which  was  to  be  submitted  to 
the  Committee,  was  a  most  indecent  pro* 
position :  it  was  to  enable  the  Ministers  to 
run  headlong  into  a  war,  the  only  pretence 
for  which  arose  from  their  gross  neglect, 
and  their  total  want  of  influence  at  the 
Congress.  Was  it,  too  much  to  say,  that 
they  would  not  grant  the  Property-tax, 
until  the  conduct  of  Ministers  had  been 
inquired  into  ?  Could  it  now  be  said  that 
they  had  brought .  the  war  to  a  safe  and 
happy  conclusion,  as  had  been  formerly 
boasted  of  ?  Such  was  the  happy  conclu- 
sion of  the  late  long  war,  that  for  the  last 
twelve  months  they  bad  maintained  an 
army  of  75,000  men  on  the  Continent,  and 
now  they  were  called  on  to  double  the 
amount,  and  to  renew  the  Property-tax  ! 
Could  any  man  who  had  read  the  papers 
recently  published  in  a  public  journal,  M 
of  which  clearly  proved,  that  the  charac- 
ter and  good  faith  uf  this  country  bad  been 
set  at  stake  and  trifled  with,  say,  that  the 
Ministers  deserved  blind  confidence  ?  The 
proposition,  too,  was  not  that  there  should 
be  a  few  seamen  more  than  at  present* 
but  that  the  Ministers  bad  so  conducted 
themselves,  that  the  House  was  to  renew 
the  Property*tax,  in  order  to  enable  them 
again  to  exercise  an  unlimited  discretion.  4 
This  was  the  most  barefaced  proposition 
be  ever  remembered.  The  Minsters  had 
much  to  account  for,  before  they  should 
have  ventured  to  bring  it  forward  :  they 
had  to  account  for  the  loss  of  character  to 
the  British  name— they  had  to  account 
for  their  want  of  influence  at  the  Con- 
gress. The  noble  lord  had  said,  that  hia 
trial  would  come:  he  hoped  to  God  it 
might ;  and  before  the  whole  of  the  noble 
lord's  conduct  was  accounted  for,  it  was 
too  much  for  the  House  to  grant  him  any 
confidence.  He  hoped  that  trial  would 
not  be  deferred  till  the  whole  case,  which 
perhaps  never  would  come  out,  could  be 
brought  forward ;  and  which,  at  the  rate 
at  which  past  discoveries  had  been  made, 
could  not  be  brought  out  till  all  the  mf  m« 
hers  were  oot  of  town ;  but  that  soom 
specific  moUon  would  be  made  for  papers, 
on  which  Parliament  might  come  to  a  de- 
cisioil.     On  the  sabjeclof  the  Propelty* 
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ux,  there  had  been  more  peiUiont  than 
on  any  other  tax  that  bad  ever  come  be- 
fore the  Houfe ;  and  the  people  had  the 
best  claim  to  attention^  from  the  patience 
with  which  they  had  borne  it  doring  the 
necessities  of  the  war.  But  because  the 
patient  and  suffering  people  had  borne  this 
taxy  because  there  was  a  necessity— they 
were  to  ha?e  it  again,  now  that  there  was 
nonecessi^.  As  far  as  his  recollection 
aerred  bnii«  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
qner  had  stated  on  a  former  occasion  that 
the  Property-tax  was  not  to  be  resorted  to 
bat  as  a  war  tax  [marks  of  dissent  from 
lord  Castlereagh].  He  was  in  a  situation 
.  to  remember  better  than  the  noble  lord, 
as  he  had  heard  the  speech  of  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the  noble 
lord  had  not.  When  the  renewal  of  this 
lax  was  demanded*  tt  was  incumbent  on 
them  to  see  that  a  good  case  was  made  out 
for  going  to  war ;  but  no  case  whatever 
had  been  made  out  in  the  present  instance. 
The  Congress  were  sitting—- that  great  and 
respectable  body,  as  it  bad  been  called, 
was  deliberating.  Now  nothing  would 
make  this  great  and  respectable  body  so 
ready  to  go  to  war  as  plenty  of  money 
from  ibis  country ;  nothing  would  make 
ihem  so  enthnsiastic  in  their  declarations 
for  a  year  or  two  as  to  hear  that  we  were 
ready  and  able  to  aubsidixe  them.  An 
hon.  gentleman  had  that  night  spoken  of 
the  necessity  of  economy :  but  they  should 
try  economy  as  the  first  thing,  and  the 
Property*tax  only  as  the  second  thing; 
for  he  was  convinced  that  the  facility  with 
which  money  had  been  raised  under  the 
Property-tax*  had  cost  the  country  many, 
many  millions,  from  the  profuseness  which 
that  facility  bad  given  rise  to.  It  was 
said,  that  the  Property-tax  was  not  given 
to  the  disposal  of  Ministers,  bvl  to  provide 
for  the  supplies ;  but  those  were  novices, 
indeed,  in  that  House,  who  did  not  know 
that  the  estimates  were  proportioned  to 
the  narrowness  or  extent  of  the  Ways  and 
Means.  If  the  country  was  now  embarked 
in  a  war,  of  which  we  could  not  foresee 
the  end,  the  Property-tax  and  the  Bank 
Restriction  would  be  continued  from  year 
to  year,  and  we  should  go  on,  with  these 
two  great  aids,  and  a  progressive  increase 
in  the  public  expenditure.  As  to  economy, 
the  effect  of  such  a  war  might  be  estimated 
by  looking  back  at  the  effect  of  the  last 
war.  When  be  first  discussed  subjecta  of 
public  expenditure  with  Mr.  Pitt*  greater 
effect  wu  prodoced  in  the  House  by  the 
mention  of  a  sum  of  2  or  300,0001,  than 


had  been  made  of  late  years  by  t«ro  or 
three  millions.  In  the  last  vear  they  had 
voted  twenty- four  millions  for  army  extra* 
ordinaricM,  and  even  that  was  not  near  all 
that  would  be  wanted  to  wind  op  that  exr 
pense.  How  could  such  an  expense  have 
been  incurred  by  the  Ministers,  except 
under  the  idea  that  they  were  drawing 
from  an  inexhaustible  fund,  or  that  there 
was  an  arrear  which  had  been  concealed 
from  Parliament,  and  which  had  been  ac- 
cumulating during  the  late  contest  ?  He 
should  again  protest  against  giving  any 
direct  or  indirect  sanction  to  war,  without 
the  necessity  being  shown.  If  the  neces- 
sity was  shown,  he  should  be  willing,  as 
the  country  would  be  willing,  to  meet  it ; 
but  the  Ministers  would  not  proceed  thus: 
and  he  believed  the  fact  to  be,  that  they 
wished  to  get  fairly  involved  in  hostilities 
with  France*  and  then  they  would  call  on 
the  country  for  support.  That  peace  was 
now  within  our  reach  he  was  perfectly 
convinced  :  it  was  the  fault  of  our  Minis* 
ters  if  that  peace  was  dne  hour  in  doubt. 
Whether  the  return  of  Bnonapart^  was  an 
evil  or  not*  the  mischief  of  it  would  be 
aggravated  by  our  plunging  into  war. 
Peace  might  continue  under  present  cir- 
cumstances for  many  years— perhaps  as 
long  as  under  the  very  paternal  sway  of 
those  great  men,  Metternich*  Castlereagh* 
and  Talleyrand.  Those  three  champions* 
he  thought,  would  not  long  have  preserved 
the  peace  of  Europe ;  and  it  was  clear  they 
thought  so  too,  as  they  kept  300,000  men 
to  support  their  machinations.  As  ha 
never  heard  a  more  indecent  or  presomp* 
tuous  proposition  than  the  one  which  was 
to  be  brought  before  the  CommitteCi  he 
shoold  protest  against  it. 

The  CkanceUor  qf  the  Exekeguer  said, 
that  he  had  neglected  to  anticipate  many 
of  the  objections  which  had  been  made  to 
the  tax,  because  be  had  conceived  the 
motion  before  the  House  to  be  a  motion 
of  course.  Many  of  the  arguments  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House  proceeded  on  the 
supposition  that  the  tax  was  a  step  in  sup- 
port of  a  war :— the  grant  of  the  tax  would 
in  fact  only  be  a  grant  in  support  of  their 
Address ;  and  he  called  on  the  House,  in 
the  words  of  that  Address,  to  grant,  «*  with 
Mai  and  alacrity*''  the  sum  required  to 
support  the  preparations  which  had  been 
made  either  for  war  or  ar/ned  defence.  If 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
doubted  whether  the  return  of  Boonapartfi 
was  a  calamity*  he  was  among  the  very 
few  persons  who  were  in  that  state  of 
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mind ;  Che  majority  of  the  House  which 
had  agreed  with  the  Address*  was  certainly 
of  another  opinion.     The  grant  which  be 
proposed  was  necessary,  in  order  to  enable 
the  nation  to  be  properly  prepared  for 
war,  or  defensive  pf^ace.     Many  persons 
had  thought    that   it  would   have    been 
better,  even  with  the  peace  establishment 
which  he  had  proposed  at  an  earlier  period 
of  the    session,    that    the    Property -tax 
fthould  be  continued ;  he  had  not  himself 
thought  it  necessary.      Another  state  of 
afiairs  had   how   arrived,  and  he  was  not 
ashamed  to  say  that  all  his  plans  were 
now  changed.    There  was  a  large  arrear 
to  provide  for,  and  independently  of  any 
danger  of  war,  he  should  think  it  would 
be  expedient  to  continue  the  tax  for  one 
year.     Sums  had  been^oted  as  large  as 
the  tax  which  they  were  about  4o  vote 
would  produce.    There  had  be^n  voted  12 
nuillions  to  make  good  the  army.extraor- 
dtnaries  of  the  last  year,  and  two  millions 
lo  pay  off  navy  debts,  which  woold  be  as 
great  as  the  produce  of  the  tax  which  they 
were  called  on  to  vote.    The  present  time 
required  great  firmness,  perseverance,  and 
vigour.    Before  we   had  wound  op  the 
expenditure  of  one  war,  we  were  unex- 
pectedly called  on  to  proceed  in  another, 
or  to  prevent  it  by  showing  ourselves  fully 

Erepared  for  it.  The  present  case  was 
eyond  ordinary  roles;  he  could  not 
therefore  be  accused  of  inconsistency  in 
proposing  the  renewal,  in  time  of  peace,  of 
the  tax  which  be  had  said  should  be  reserved 
as  a  resource  in  case  of  war.  The  necea- 
iity  for  it  would  be  mpre  striking  if  we 
continued  at  peace ;    becadse  an  armed 

f^eace  would  entail  certain  expense  for  a 
ong  period,  to  enable  us  to  receive,  or  to 
strike  a  blow,  while,  in  case  of  war,  the 
expense  for  a  year  at  least  might  be  pro- 
vided for  by  loans.  Aa  to  the  petitions 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  the  object  of 
them,  he  thought,  was  that  the  people 
might  not  be  saddled  with  the  Property- 
tax  as  a  peace  tax,  and  he,  concurring 
with  the  petitioners,  had  brought  forward 
a  different  system.  It  had  been  said  in  a 
taunting  manner,  that  he  had  abandoned 
the  whole  of  the  taxes  proposed  by  him. 
Now  of  those  taxes  the  custom  and  excise 
duties  bad  received,  the  sanction  of  the 
House*  except  that  on  wine,  which  for 
political  reasons  had  been  postponed ;  and 
he  wa*  about  to  propose  a  new  schedule 
on  stamp  duties,  which  woold  be  ready  in 
a  few  days.  The  assessed  daties  he  had 
postponed^  and  shoald  gtre  up,  as  the 
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payment^of  them,  together  with  the  Pro* 
perty-tax,  if  renewed^  would  be  attended 
with  inconvenience.  As  to  the  applica- 
tion of  the  Property 'tax  to  Ireland,  whilst 
the  treasuries  ,  remained  separate  each 
country  should  provide  for  its  ownexigen* 
cles  in  the  way  best  suited  to  its  con- 
venience ;  buv4f  all  the  resources  of  both 
countries  were  thrown  into  one  fund  (which 
he  thought  desirable)  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  empire,  such  a  disparity  could  not 
exist,  as  that  a  man  living  pn  one  side  of 
St.  George's  Channel  should  be  richer  by 
one-tenth  than  if  he  lived  on  the  other  side. 
Mr.  Tierney  explained.   He  had  not  ex- 

Sressed  a  doubt  whether  the  return  of 
»uonaparte  was  calamitous  or  not;  bat 
had  merely  said^  that  whether  the  return 
of  that  man  to  power  was  or  was  not  a 
calamity,  was  not  then  the  question  before 
the  House.  i 

Mr.  JiarcU^  thought  that  Buonaparte 
bad  only  been  replaced  on  the  throne  by  a 
soldiery  eager  for  bloodshed  and  rapine, 
and  who  had  placed  him  there  because 
they  expected  nothing  but  peace  from  the 
^Bourbons. .  This  state  of  things  required 
.the  most  vigoroos  preparations,  whether 
for  war  or  peace;  and  seeing  no  other 
mesns  for  supporting  such  preparations, 
he  should  give  bis  hearty  support  to  the 
measure^  He  was  glad  to  understand  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  meant  to 
propose  some  modifieatioos  of  the  tax; 
and  be  should  be  happy  to  contribole 
towards  such  an  object,  as.  he  was  con- 
vinced that  the  tax  bad  become  so  very 
obnoxious  chiefly  on  account  of  the  modo 
of  its  collection. 

The  CkanceUorofthe  Exchequer  stated,  in 
explanation,  that  as  it  would  be  only  pro- 
posed for  a  year,  he  thought  it  the  best 
way  to  take  the  tax  purely  and  simply  as 
it  stood  before  its  expiration. 

Mr.  /.  P.  Grant  expressed  his  opinion 
that  it  was  not  necessary  now  to  go  into 
I  the  question  of  adopting  this  tax.  It  was 
a  tax  most  insulting  to  the  sense  and 
feelings  of  the  country,  and  unless  the 
greatest  emergency  could  be  made  oot  for 
its  revival,  the  people  had  no  right  to 
submit  to  it.  All  minds,  however,  were 
as  to  the  necessity  of  adopting  a 


state  of  defensive  prepsrstion ;  bot  though 
he  had  given  bis  vote  for  this  purpose,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  army  extraordinaries, 
he  did  not  think  that  a  case  bad  been  aaade 
oot  which. required  the  revival  of  tbia  ob- 
noxious tax.  The  question  was,  whether 
it  WM  to  remain  as  long  as  BaooipnrtS 
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•hould  coniiflue  on  the  throne  of  France  ? 
If  this  were  the  case,  liie  time  of  its  cesse* 
lion  would  be  very  eqaivocal.  We  bad 
been  told  that  a  great  peace  establishment 
was  necessary,  even  at  the  time  that  the 
Bourbons  w^re  on  the  throne,  to  provide 
against  any  unforeseen  breach  of  any  part 
of  the  Treaty ;  but  were  we  to  be  told, 
because  Buonaparte  had  regained  the 
throne  of  Frtnce,  that  the  difference  be- 
tween the  peace  establishment  now  and  in 
the  time  of  the  Bourbons  was  so  great  as 
to  require  the  difference  between  that 
establishment  as  it  now  stood,  and  the 
amount  of  the  Property-tax  ?  If  this  were 
the  case,  ministers  must  have  a  very  high 
opinion  of  the  situation  of  the  country,  to 
suppose  it  could  bear  such  an  enpenditure • 
Unless  it  was  made  to  appear  that  war  was 
absolutely  necessary^  or  that  it  must  be 
looked  for  at  no  distant  period,  he  could 
•ee  no  reason  for  the  resumption  of  the 
tax.  But  for  his  own  part  be  could  not 
believe  that  war  was  necessary.  It  was 
of  very  little  importance  whether  the 
people  of  France  were  quiescent  or  not ; 
Buonaparte  had  re-seated  himself  on  the 
throne ;  and  if  we  were  to  go  to  war  for 
the  purpose  of  dethroning  him,  this  was  a 
purpose  so  totally  hopeless,  that  unless  the 
gentlemen  opposite  would  convince  him 
that  such  was  their  intention,  he  must 
dissent  from  the  re-enactment  of  a  tax 
which  was  not  justified  by  any  prospect 
now  before  the  House  or  the  country^ 

Mr.  Cakraft  observed,  that  the  return 
of  Buonaparte  to  France  undoubtedly  r%n- 
dered  it  necessary  to  have  the  peace 
establishment  of  this  country  higher  than 
when  we  were  looking  to  an  establishment 
of  peace  for  a  series  of  years.  Even  in 
that  happy  time,  if  it  had  occurred,  he  was 
of  opinion  that  a  modified  Fropeny-tax 
would  have  been  better  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  the  period  than  the  taxes 
proposed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer. But  yet»  if  it  was  now  to  be  revived, 
he  would  endeavour  to  get  many  parts  of 
it  modified,  as  he  had  ever  thought  it  in 
•ome  points  to  be  the  most  unjust,  most 
cruel,  and  inquisitorial  measure  that  ever 
was  imposed  on  the  greater  portiod  of  the 
people.  He  would  cordially  agree  as  to 
the  necessity  of  potting  the  country  into 
a  state  of  the  most  effective  defence ;  but 
evefy  man  most  know  that  the  sums  that 
were  necessary  could  not  be  produced 
except  by  the  Property-tax.  On  Toting, 
however,  for  the  motion,  he  was  not  bound 
to  rapport  thf>  meattnre  aa  H  now  stood* 

(VOL.  XXX.) 


Mr.  H.  Martin  said,  the  Property-tax 
had  been  found  so  universally  oppressive, 
that  there  was  not  a  person  to  be  found 
out  of  that  House  who  did  not  object  to 
its  revival ;  and  the  speech  of  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  was  very  little 
calculated  to  change  theif  opinion.  The 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  not  dealt  fairly 
by  the' House  or  the  public,  if  when  lie 
asked  for  the  votes  of  the  army  eztraor- 
dinaries,  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to 
meet  them  with  the  Property-tax.  If  a 
strict  and  regular  economy  had  been  in- 
troduced into  every  branch  of  the  public 
expenditure,  this  shocking  scourge  might 
have  been  avoided^  He  should  not  con- 
tent himself  with  TOting  against  the  tax 
as  it  was  now  proposed  ;  but  in  all  its 
future  stages  he  should  deem  it  bis  duty 
to  oppose  it,  and  throw  every  possible 
impediment  in  its  way. 

Mr.  Alderman  C  Smiih  said,  he  con- 
sidered the  Property- tax,  under  certain 
modifications,  the  best  that  could  be  de^ 
viseij  to  provide  for  the  exigencies  of 
the  country :  and  that  while  it  would  be 
much  more  productive,  it  would  be  less 
vexatious  than  the  proposed  addition  to 
the  assessed  taxes.  But  under  any  other 
plan  of  taxation  than  that  under  discussion, 
it  appeared  to  bim  impossible  to  make 
men  contribute  according  to  their  meant,  ^ 
to  the  wants  of  the  state.  He  himself 
knew  a  fund- holder,  whose  stock  was 
worth  SOO,(X)0/.  while  his  expense  scarcely 
amounted  to  100/.  a  year.  How,  then, 
was  such  a  person,  and  numerous  others 
under  similar  circumstances,  to  be  reached 
by  any  tax  upon  consumption,  or  by  any 
other  than  the  Property-tax  ?  He  could 
venture  to  say  that  bis  view  of  the  subject 
had  now  become  so  general  out  of  doors, 
that  nine  persons  out  of  ten  were  in  favour 
of  the  Property-tax,  especially  in  the 
city,  where  a  considerable  change  of  sen- 
timent had  taken  place  since  a  petition  for 
the  repeal  of  this  tax  was  presented  to 
that  House. 

Mr.  ChurUs  Grant,  jon.  thought  it  was 
evident  that  a  great  change  bad  taken 
place  in  the  public  opinion  respecting  this 
tax.  He  had  heard  a  great  deal  of  pro- 
testing that  night  on  the  subject,  and  he 
would  also  enter  bis  protest,  which  would 
be  against  the  injustice  of  making  a  mo- 
tion for  referring  the  Proprny-tax  to  a 
committee  of  ways  and  means  into  the 
medium  of  a  peieonal  attack  upon  the 
noble  lord.  Was  it  decent  to  anticipate 
the  day  of  hit  trial*  as  it  was  called,  and 
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go  on  to  his  condemnation  ?  They  might 
at  least  have  delayed  their  invectives  till 
the  day  of  trial.     He  would  appeal  to 

.  every  man.whether  an  emergency  did  not 
exist,  which  required  an  qnusual  expendi- 
ture, and  that  as  far  as  possible  this  should 
be  met  by  the  supplies  of  the  year  ?  In 
■pite  oT  all  that  had  been  said  against  the 
tax,  he  would  assert  that  it  had  been  the 
most  productive  and  the  least  objection- 
able of  any  that  had  ever  been  devised. 

Mr.  Marryui  contended,  tl^at  the  tax 
would  fall  with  unusual  severity  on  the 
commercial  members  of  the  country.  He 
strongly  deprecated  the  conduct  of  the 
assessors,  who  had  nothing  else  to  do  than 
to  pry  into  every  man's  affairs  to  find 
where  they  could  make  surcharges. 
Hoping,  however,  that  some  modifications 
would  be  adopted,  he  should  support  the 
motion ;  but  he  also  hoped  that  the  public 

.  would  not  in  future  be  left  without  some 
mode  of  appeal.  He  trusted  that  minis- 
ters would  use  every  endeavour  to  pre<^ 
serve  peace  that  was  consistent  wiUi  the 
honour  and  safety  of  the^  country,  other- 
wise they  would  take  upon  themselves  a 

.most  awful  responsibility.  But  while  the 
question  remained  undecided,  he  would 
agree  that  the  country  ought  to  be  put  in 
the  most  complete  state  of  defence ;  and 
on  this  ground  he  should  vote  for  the 
motion. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  he  fully  agreed  with 
that  great  majority  of  his  constituents, 
who  had  instructed  him  to  vote  against 
this  Property- tax,  in  whatever  shape  its 
renewal  might  be  proposed.  Under  what- 
ever modifications  that  were  likely  to  be 
imposed,  the  Property-tax  would  be 
highly  olgectionable.  Yet  he  was  firmly 
of  opinion,  that  such  alterations  might  be 
adopted  as  would  render  it  the  most  just 
and  profitable  of,  stny  that  ever  was  sug- 
gested.    A  mode  ought  to  be  devised  of 

.levving  it  free  from  those  inquisitions 
under  which  the  public  had  so  long  la- 
boured. But  he  had  never  heard  that 
there  existed  in  the  minds  of  the  gentle- 
men who  had  proposed  the  tax,  the 
smallest  idea  of  adopting  such  modifica- 
tions; because  they  said,  that  they  would 
militate  against  its  productiveness.  The 
present  mode  of  collecting  it,  however, 
was  not  only  inquisitorial  but  unconstitu- 
tional. All  classes  of  pfoperty  ought  not 
to  be  equally  pressed  upon,  as  was  now 
the  case.  This,  which  was-  called  a  pro- 
perty tax,  was  in  fact,  no  property  tax, 
jMcause  it  fell  with  equal  weigat  upoa  a 
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property  which  was  worth  only  three 
years  purchase  as  upon  one  which  was 
worth  thirty  years.  The  name,  but  not 
the  nature  of  the  tax  had  been  changed 
since  its  origin;  and  until  it  was  modified 
it  could  not  possibly  become  either  just 
or  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Alderman  Aikhu  said,  th.it  he 
should  not  oppose  the  renewal  of  this  tax, 
if  adequate  measures  were  taken  to  pro«- 
vide  against  the  vexation  so  justly  com- 
plained of  in  the  mode  of  collection. 

Mr.  Harvey  thought,  that  if  it  was  ne« 
cessary  to  bring  mrward  this  tax  again, 
the  House,  in  its  wisdom,  should  so  modify 
it,  as  to  #ender  it  quite  diflferent  from  what 
it  was  at  present.  By  due  alterations  he 
had  no  doubt  of  its  becoming  the  most 
agreeable  as  well  as  beneficial  measure  of 
taxation  that  had  ever  been  proppsed. 
It  ought  not  to  be  tolerated-  that  people 
with  large  estates  that  were  to  descend  to 
their  heirs,  should  pay  no  more  than  those 
whose  income  was  derived  from  their 
talents  and  industry.  The  profits  of 
tradfe  and  annuities  ought  not  to  be  taxed 
in  the  manner  they  had  been. 

Mr.  Weitan  took  the  opportunity  then 
offered  of  giving  his  most  decided  oppo- 
sition to  the  Property-tax  in  any  shape. 
He  would  at  all  times  refuse  his  assent  to 
a  measure  founded  on  such  unjust  prin- 
ciples. It  was  a  tax  that  ought  never  to 
be  resorted  to  again.  1/  we  took  one- 
tenth  from  the  productiveness  of  the  com^ 
mercial,  the  manufacturing,  and  the  agri- 
cultural interests,  we  took  one-tenth  from 
the  general  productiveness  of  the  country 
itself.  He  should,  therefore,  oppose  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Dickenson  declared  his  conviction, 
that  the  condition  of  property  in  this 
country  had  undergone  such  a  change, 
that  the  people  had  not  now  the  same 
power  to  pay  the  Property«tax  as  they 
possessed  some  time  since,  and  this  clearly 
appeared  from  the  evidence  adduced  be- 
fore the  Corn  Committee.  How,  indeed, 
could  the  people  be  supposed  so  capable  of 
paying  taxes  now  that  prices  had  fallen, 
as  when  those  prices  were  high  and  the 
country  generally  prosperous?  It  uaust 
have  been  from  this  consideration  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had 
abandoned  the  proposition  for  laying  ad- 
ditional taxes  on  windows  and  on  wine, 
because,  in   fact,  there  was -no  surplus 

Eroperty  to  pay  luch. taxes.     Still  th^ 
on.  member  expressed  his  intention  to 
vote  for  the  motion ;   bat  he  hoped  tbs 
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Chancellor  ^ft!i«  Exchequer  woald  intro* 
duce  Bome  new  distinction  into  his  pro- 
posed measure  for  settling  the  criteria  of 
property.  R^nt  was  not»  in  fact,  under 
existing  circumstances,  to  be  fairly  deemed 
a  criterion  of  property  to  regulate  the 
levy  of  this  tax.  For  he  knew  a  gentle- 
man who  bad  6«000  acres  of  land^  from 
which  he  had  not  received  a  shilling  of 
rent  for  the  last  two  years,  in  consequence 
of  the  distress  of  the  farmers,  and  therefore 
that  gentleman  was  obliged  to  subsist 
upon  nis  property  In  the  funds.  He  had 
no  doubt  that  several  similar  cases  were 
to  be  found  ;  but  the  fact  was,  that  pro- 
perty in  general  was  in  such  a  state  that 
no  one  could  calculate  upon  the  value  of 
it  from  one  month  to  another. 

Mr.  Rote  agreed,  that  in  voting  for  ih^ 
late  Address  to  the  Prince  Regent,  the 
House  was  not  pledged  to  this  or  to  any 
specific  measure  of  finance ;  bat  this  ap- 
peared to  him,  as  he  had  uniformly  said, 
the  best  tax  that  could  be  devised— better 
by  far  than  any  tax  upon  consumption ; 
for  the  public  always  paid  more  to  the 
latter,  and  the  Treasury  recerved  less; 
while  all  the  produce  of  the  former  came 
into. the  Treasury.  As  to  the  capacity  of 
the  people  to  pay  the  tax,  he  declared  his 
surprise  at  the  statement  of  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman who  spoke  last  upon  the  subject  of 
property;  and  the  House, must  participate 
in  that  surprise,  when  it  was  recollected, 
that  all  the  surveyors  examined  before 
the  Corn  Committee  unanimously  stated, 
that  the  value  of  property  had  doubled 
within  the  last  twenty  years,  sixteen  years 
of  which  the  Property-tax  had  been 
enacted.  But  the  obligations  conferred 
npon  the  country  by  this  tax  were  most 
important:  and  he  was  persuaded,  that 
bad  the  nature  of  this  tax  been  explained 
to  the  people  at  their  meetings  some  time 
ago,  they  would  have  come  to  a  very 
different  resolution  than  to  petition  for  its 
repeal,  especially  if  it  had  been  impressed 
upon  their,  minds,  that  the  repeal  of  that 
tax  must  be  followed  by  the  imposition  of 
other  taxes  perhaps  more  grievous,  wbile 
certainly  not  by  any  means  so  productive ; 
for  instance,  the  additional  assessed  taxes 
would  be  much  more  vexatious  to  nine 
out  of  ten  than  the  Property-tax,  while 
many  .who  paid  from  500/.  to^j,0(K)/.  a 
year  to  the  latter,  were,  to  his  own  know- 
ledge, already  contriving  to  escape  fiom 
the  former.  He  lamented  that  this  ex- 
planation bad  not  been  otiered  in  due 
time ;   but  reflexion  had  notoriously  pro- 


duced a  great  change  in  the  public  mind 
upon  this  subject ;  the  value  of  the  Pro- 
perty-tax was  now  felt  as  it  ought  by  the 
country,  and  this  must  naturally  be  the 
case  when  the  good  efiects  of  that  tax 
were  taken  into  consideration.  For  it 
must  be  remembered  bow  that  tax  origi- 
nally operated  upon  the  price  of  Stock— » 
the  $  per  cents,  wtiich  were  in  179^  so 
low  as  45f ,  being  soon  raised  to  05 :  and 
if  the  funds  had  been  allowed  to  fall— 
which  without  this  tax  they  must  have 
done— what  would  have  been  the  fate  of 
every  description  of  property  in  the  coun- 
try ?  Besides,  what  an  accumulation  of 
public  debt  did  the  produce  of  the  Pro- 
perty-tax guard  against! 

Mr.  Brand  thought  any  discussion  of 
the  merits  of  the  Property- tax  as  prema- 
ture  at  present  as  the  proposition  itself. 
This  proposition  he  considered  as  prema- 
ture because  no  necessity  was  made  out 
for  the  re-enactment  of  such  an  inquisitorial 
measure.  Such  necessity,  then,  not  ap- 
pearing, and  in  the  absence  of  every  in- 
formation, there  was  nothing  to  satisfy  the 
House  that  the  present  exigency  of  afiairs 
might  not  be  temporary :  and  therefore 
he  could  not  at  once  vote  for  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  tax  upon  the  country  to  meet 
such  an  exigency  ;  he  should  rather  have 
the  necessities  of  the  occasion  provided 
for  by  a  Vote  of  Credit.  At  present  it 
was  problematical  whether  we  should 
engage  in  war  or  remain  at  peace,  and 
until  that  problem  was  solved  be  could 
not  accede  to  this  tax ;  which,  however,' 
he  was  ready. to  acknowledge,  was  th« 
best  system  of  taxation  (under  certain 
modifications)  that  could  be  dev.ised  for  a 
state  of  war,  if  war  should  be  unavoidable. 
But  until  matters  should  be  more  matorefl 
than  they  were  at  present— -until  ministers 
should  be  able  to  lay  some  information 
before  the  House,  to  show  that  necessity 
called  for  such  an  extraordinary  supply; 
and  that  we  must  eng^tge  in  war  for  the 
maintenance  of  our  honour,  or  for  the 
attainment  of  a  secure  peace,  he  could 
not  consistently  vote  for  this  motion;  and 
therefore  he  should  propose  an  amend- 
ment, viz. "  That  this  debate  be  adjourned 
till  this  day  fortnight,  the  Srd  of  May 
next." 

Mr.  T.  Polty  seconded  this  proposition, 
and  strongly  contended,  that  without  any- 
information  to  show  the  necessity  of  the 
case,  the  House  should  not  consent  to 
impose  a  tax  of  13  or  14  miltions  a  year 
upon  this  already  overburtbened  country. 
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The  bon,  member  forcibly  argued  agatoit' 
Mrar,  principally  upon  two  grounds;  first, 
.because  Napoleon  Buonaparte  was  obvi- 
ouaJy  the  favourite  sovereign  of  the  Frencb 
people,  and  we  had  no  right  to  interfere 
with  their  selection;  and  secondly,  be- 
cause the  people  of  this  country  were  not 
in  a  state  to  pay  this  enormous  tax,  as 
was  evident  from  the  known  condition  of 
our  manufacturers  and  agriculturists. 

Mr.  Tiemey  wished  it  to  be  understood, 
that  in  voting  for  the  amendinent,  he  should 
not  hold  himself  precluded  from  proposing 
farther  delay,  if  within  a  fornight  the 
House  should  not  be  in  possession  of  ade- 
quate information  upon  this  Important 
subject. 

Mr.  Whkhread  observed,  that  although 
the  value  of  property  had  advanced  within 
twenty  years,  as  stated  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Rose),  that  value  had 
notoriously  fallen  of  late  years,  and  that 
fall  bad  been  assigned  as  a  main  argument 
for  the  Corn  Bill.  Therefore  the  condi- 
tion of  property  had  been  truly  described 
by  ihe  hon.  member  for  Somersetshire. 
It  had  been  stated,  that  war  might  not 
lake  place;  but  if  it  even  should  not,  h^ 
bad  no  doubt  that  this  tax  once  imposed, 
would  be  saddled  upon  the  country  for 
ever — [No,  no !  from  the  Ministerial 
side].  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
however,  bad  said,  that  he  should  find  it 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  propose  a 
jess  exceptionable  tax  \  but  this  was  tell- 
ing people,  that  if  they  desired  the  re- 
moval of  a  blister,  they  should  have  a 
caustic ;  and  if  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
jBOold  so  succeed  in  reconciling  the  public 
ID  the  Property -tax,  he  would  evince  a 
degree  of  cunning  from  which  he  might 
flatter  himself  with  being  placed  by  pos- 
terity upon  tba  same  shelf  with  the  noble 
lord  near  him.  The  hon.  member  con- 
tended that  there  was  no  necessity  for 
war ;  that,  on  the  contrary,  we  might 
remain  at  peace,  and  should  soon,  ai  least 
in  two  or  three  years,  see  that  the  country 
conld  preserFe  peace  without  an  expensive 
armament  to  defend  it;  for  he  ridiculed 
the  disgraceful  alarm  which  appeared  to 
be  excited  in  ministers  and  their  allies  by 
the  intellect  of  one  man.  The  Income- 
tax,  he  said,  would  produce  14  millions 
at  the  utmost ;  and  in  the  first  instance, 
according  to.  the  Treaty  of  Chaumont,  we 
were^to  pay  five  millions  to  the  Allies  for 
one  year's  subsidy ;  and  it  was  even  ru- 
pnoured  that  we  were  to  give  nine  millions 
^  the  coalesced  Powers^    to    stimulate 
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their  serves  to  thai  degree  of  energy  ^ 
which  should  impel  them  to  go  to  war* 
It  was  cl^ar  that- the  whole  depended  oa 
this  country ;  and  he  firmly  believed,  that 
if  ministers  could  stimulate  the  Continent 
to  war  against  France  they  would  do  it. 
He  denied  that  the  Property-tax  could 
be  modified  so  as  to  be  rendered  palat<r 
able,  and  condemned  the  severity  with 
which  it  had  hitherto  been  enforced. 

Lord  Casdcrcagh,  rose  and  replied  to  Mr* 
Whitbread  in  a  tolae  of  considerable  ani- 
mation. He  observed  that  the  hon.  mem* 
her  had  found  it  more  convenient  to  dis- 
cuss the  question  on  an  assumption  of  his 
own,  than  upon  any  rational  foundation* 
Iff  instead  of  opposing  the  Speaker's  leav- 
ing the  Chair,  he  had  permitted  htm  to 
leave  it,  he  would  have  found  that  his 
right  hon.  friend,  instead  of  intending  to 
propose  the  renewal  of  the  Property-tax 
in  perpetuity,  whether  in  the  alternative 
of  war  or  peace,  would  only  have  pro- 
posed it  for  one  year.  If  we  were  to  make 
preparations  of  defence,  he  trusted  that 
there  was  no  gentleman  in  the  House  who 
would  not  feel  that  it  was  necessary  to 
show  to  Europe,  that  Parliament  was 
ready  to  arm  the  Executive  Government 
with  all  requisite  power.  If  they  felt  that 
we  could  live  on  such  terms  with  the 
person  at  the  head  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment as  fhould  not  place  us  within  the 
reach  of  the  strong  arm  which  he  pos- 
sessed, then  it  might  be  said  that  our 
preparations  were  superfluous;  but  if  they 
were  of  a  contrary  opinion,  then  they 
would  use  their  own  discretion  in  enabling 
the  Executive  to  provide  proper  means  of 
security.  Alluding  to  certsin  pointed 
sarcasms  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  which  be 
had  thrown  out  in  the  course  of  the  even- 
ing, the  noble  lord  observed,  that  if  he 
was  only  to  be  taunted  by  the  hon.  mem- 
ber respecting  information,  he  trusted  the 
House  would  feel  that  he  should  best  con* 
suit  their  and  his  own  dignity  by  remain- 
ing  silent,  and  not  suffering  himself  to  be 
provoked.  In  spite  of  all  the  taunts  and 
prophecies  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  mi- 
nisters bad  carried  the  country  trium- 
phantly through  a  war,  of  which  the  hon. 
member  bad  professed  his  despair  of  ever 
being  brought  to  a  successful  issue,  and 
had  even  feared  lest  the  liberties  of  this 
country  might  be  laid  at  the  feet  of  the 
*  great  man'  who  ruled  the  destiuiesof  the 
Continent.  It  was  ^a  proud  thing  to  say, 
while  the  people  of  England  were  making 
such  vast  sacrificesi  that  the  reauit  Of  the 
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Incoine^tvi  had  been  to  doable  the  Talue 
of  the  whole  property  of  the  coontry ; 
and  if  there  had  been  a  temporary  reduc- 
tion of  late  in  the  talne  of  this  property, 
let  not  the  hon.  member  endeavour  to 
nake  an  impression  on  the  coontry  that 
its  value  would  not  augment,  if  the  pre- 
aiding  wisdom  and  firmness  of  Parliament 
was  only  exercised  as  it  hitherto  bad  been, 
and  if  the  House  was  but  true  to  itself. 
Let  them  only  pursue  the  same  course 
which  had  already  produced  such  glorious 
results,  and  he  would  venture  to  predict 
that  they  would  soon  have  to  congratulate 
themselves  on  soccessesi  as  great  as  those 
which  had  so  lately  crowned  their  firm- 
ness and  perseverance. 

Mr.  WkUbftad  denied  that  he  bad  ever 
called  Buonaparte  a  great  man  in  the 
aense  conveyed  by  the  noble  lord  ;  but  if 
a  -man  fiere  to  shine  by  comparison—- 
{cries  of  Spoke !  spoke  I] 

Mr.  Fan$tmky  expressed  his  conviction 
that  if  the  Property*tax  was  revi? ed,  there 
would  be  few  persons  in  that  House  or  out 
of  it,  who  would  live  to  see  it  taken  off. 
It  would  be  a  part  of  the  peace  system,  the 
same  as  the  Bank  Restriction  Act  had  be- 
come, and  which  was  likely  to  continue  for 
some  generations.  He  would  defy  any  man 
to  propose  snch  modifications  in  the  Pro- 
perty-tax as  could  make  it  acceptable.  It 
never  could  be  collected  without  giving 
persons  powers  that  were  incompatible 
with  a  free  constitution.  It  was  an  en* 
coaragement  and  provocative  to  war ;  and 
it  would  not  produce  a  sum  any  thing 
equal  to  what  the  House  would  soon  be 
called  upon  to  vote.  Would  not  the  mi- 
nister have  to  call  on  Parliament  for  a 
large  loan  }  Then  why  not  take,  for  any 
temporary  emergency,  a  portion  of  that 
loan,  and  wait  till  eventa  were  known  that 
would  prove  whether  the  Property-tax  was 
necessary  or  not?  He  thought  the  noble 
lord  had  complained  of  what  had  been 
aaid  in  the  present  and  former-  debates 
witboQt  reason.  For  himself,  he  would 
not  wait  for  that  day  when  the  noble  lord 
should  think  proper  to  afford  his  own  jus- 
tification. The  right  hon.  gentleman  then 
animadverted  upon  the  docnmenis  which 
lately  appeared  in  the  Morning  Chronicle, 
with  respect  to  the  proceedings  of  Con- 
gress. If  those  letters  were  to  be  consi- 
dered as  authentic  instruments,  he  should 
have  no  hesitation  in  saying  of  the  one 
from  Prince  Talleyrand,  that  it  was  a  Je- 
suitical contrivance  to  get  rid  of  engage- 
menu  which  had  been  entered  into,  be- 
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eaose  the  Bourbons  happened  to  be  re* 
stored  to  the  throne  of  France,  and  were 
nearly  connected,  by  ties  of  blood,  with 
Ferdinand  IV.  who  sat  on  the  throne  of 
Sicily.  If,  too,  the  king  of  Naples  had 
really  commenced  hostilities,  what  could 
be  more  natural  than  for  him  to  do  so,  at 
the  moment  when  the  Allies  had  refused 
to  secure  to  him  his  throne,  which  he 
thought  he  had  purchased  with  his  ser* 
vices  ?  He  was  driven  into  an  alliance 
with  Buonaparte,  because  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  showed  that  no  reliance  could 
be  placed  upon  it ;  whereas,  if  the  agree- 
ments entered  into  with  him  had  been 
fairly  and  honourably  performed,  he  could 
have  had  no  temptation  for  such  a  step. 
Whether,  however,  the  facts  were  as  he 
had  them  or  not,  he  could  not  say  [Hear, 
hear !  from  lord  Caatlereagh) ;  but  he 
believed  tbey  were ;  because  if  not,  the 
noble  lord  could  have  had  no  difficulty  in 
denying  the  documents  upon  which  he 
(Mr.  Ponsonby)  had  argued  as  authentic; 
and  if  they  were  true,  so  far  as  they  re- 
lated to  Saxony  and  Naples,  (they  knew 
what  the  noble  Jord's  conduct  bad  been 
towards  Genoa)  he  was  fully  justified  in 
saying  that  the  noble  lord  and  the  Con* 
gross  at  Vienna  had  re- placed  Buonapart£ 
on  his  throne.  With  regard  to  the 
Property-tax  he  had  given  his  reasons  for 
voting  against  it,  nor  did  he  believe  that 
he  could  ever  be  brought  to  view  that 
tax  in  such  a  light  as  to  induce  him  to 
support  it. 

The  Chaneeiior  qf  the  Exchequer  said,  he 
should  not  follow  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
in  the  various  topics  upon  which  he  had 
touched,  but  confine  himself  merely  io  the 
question  then  before  the  House ;  and  in 
order  to  show  the  right  boo.  gentleman 
that  his  fears  of  the  Property-tax  being 
imposed  for  ever,  if  it  should  be  now 
agreed  to,  were  groundless,  be  would  read 
one  sentence  from  the  motion,  which  he 
intended  to  submit  to  the  committee. 
[This  sentence  was,  that  the  several  duties 
on  the  profits  of  all  property,  professions, 
trades,  and  offices,  be  revived  and  granted  ^ 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  to  commence 
from  the  5th  of  April  1815.]  As  to  the 
insinuation  that  ministers  would  never 
want  a  pretext  for  continuing  the  tax, 
unless  the  right  hon.  gentleman  could 
point  out  in  the  history  of  this  country* 
circumstances  that  were  analogous  to  those 
which  now  existed,  he  did  not  think  he 
was  justified  in  that  assertion.  The  House 
and  the  country,    however*  were  in  • 
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condition  to  judge,  from  events  which 
were  matter  of  poblit;  notoriety,  whether, 
though  war  was  not  actually  declared,  the 
existing  circumstances  did  not  call  for  the 
whole  energies  of  the  nation.  He  con- 
fessed he  viewed  the  measure  with  less 
alarm  than  seemed  to  be  felt  by  some, 
because  be  did  not  now  propose  any  new 
aud  untried  system  of  finance,  but  simply 
the  renewal  of  one  which  for  many  years 
had  been  acted  upon  without  any  detri- 
ment to  the  prosperity  of  the  country; 
His  object,  in  the  committee^  would  be 
merely  to  propose  the  general  principle  of 
that  system,  and  any  discussion  as  to  the 
details  would  take  place  in  some  future 
stage  of  the  measure.  The  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  said,  and  said  truly,  that 
a  large  loan  would  be  required  in  addi- 
tion ;  and  it  was  aineular,  therefore,  he 
should  oppose  a  tax  which  could  alone  be 
considered  as  a  substitute  for  a  still  larger 
loan,  which  would  necessarily  have  a 
great  effect  upon  the  public  funds.  It' 
was  agreed  on  all  hands,  that  the  public 
debt  was  already  too  large ;  and  to  con- 
tinue the  whole  burthen  of  the  country 
upon  the  funding  system,  and  the  credit 
of  the  country,  would  be  to  ruin  both  the 
one  and  the  other*  He  considered  it  as 
more  honourable  and  more  natural  to  bear 
some  of ^  it  ourselves,  rather  than  to  lay  it 
all  upon  our  posterity  ;  and  it  was,  be- 
•ideSi  always  a  most  inconvenient  time  for 
raising  large  loans,  while  the  issue  of  great 
public  events  was  uncertain.  No  bargain 
could  be  made  with  any  set  of  contractors 
onder  such  circumstances,  which  would 
not  be  liable  to  unfair  advantages  on^  one 
side,  or  unfair  losses  on  the  other,  as  it 
would  be  impossible  to  disclose  to  them 
all  those  particular  transactions  which 
alone  could  enable  them  to  judge  of  the 
propriety  of  entering  into  such  engage- 
ments. 

Mr.  Makuen  said,  that  in  giving  his 
vote  for  the  motion,  he  did  so  from  a  con- 
viction in  his  own  mind,  that  whenever 
the  present  state  of  things  in  France  should 
cease,  the  tax  would  cease  also. 

Mr.  Fremanlle  voted  for  the  amendment, 
because  he  thought  the  delay  would  be  in 
np  manner  prejudicial,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, would  satisfy  the  House  and  the 
country,  by  showing  that  all  undue  pre- 
cipitation was  avoided. 

Lord  Miiton  said»  that  though  he  was 
the  last  man  who  would  pin  his  faith  upon 
the  good  faith  of  the  present  mler  of 
franco,  yet,  at  the  same  time  we  ought 
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not  to  plunge  headlong  into  a  war  .without 
trying  every  reasonable  means  of  securing 
peace.    He  should  vote  for  the  amend- 
ment, not  because  he  wished  to  embarrass 
the  Government,  but  because  he  regarded 
the  renewal  .of  the  Property  Tax  as  the 
ultimate  measure  of  war;   and,  coupling 
that  renewal  with  the  warlike  speech  of 
the  noble  lord,  no  man  could  doubt  that 
the  Government  was  determined  -  on  hos- 
tilities :    he  said  the  Government,  for  it 
was  clear  the  noble  lord  was  now  the 
Government,  and  that  his  opinions,  what- 
ever  they  might    be,  were  the    ruling 
opinions  in  all  that  concerned  our  foreign 
relations.    He  was  sure  the  people  would 
pay  the  tax  more  cheerfully,  if  it  ap- 
peared as  the  consequence  of  an  ioevitable 
war,  instead  of  the  cause  of  war.    If  a 
war  shpuld  be  necessary,  and  that  neces- 
sity be  clearly  made  out,  no  one  would 
more  willingly  give  support  to  Govern- 
ment than  himself— not  because  he  dreaded 
the  superior  intellect  of  Buonaparte,  as 
was  said  by  an  hon^  member,  but  because 
he  dreaded  the  genius  of  the  French  ffo«  . 
vernment,  and  the  ascendancy  of  that 
military  system  which  threatened  the  re- 
pose and  liberties  of  £urope.    He  should 
vote  for  postponing  the    measure   until 
further  information  relative  to  our  foreign 
affairs  could  be  communicated. 

Lord  Lascelki  said,  that  he  should  be 
sorry,  if  in  the  present  state  of  Europe, 
that  House  were  to  show  any  backward- 
ness in  preparing  for  defence  or  for  war, 
according  as*  either  might  be  necessary; 
and  he  should  be  sorry  also  to  think  that 
the  Government  was  at  all  influenced  by 
those  insidious  communications  which  had 
been  made  to  it  by  the  French  Govern- 
ment. He  should  not  vote  for  the  motion 
on  the  supposition  that  giving  the  Property- 
tax  would  be  an  inducement  for  going  to 
war,  but  because  an  injury  would  be  done 
to  the  public  interests,  if  means  were  not 
provided  for  an  adequate  defence  in  the 
first  instance,  and  for  war  itself  should  it 
become  necessary. 
The  House  then  divided : 

For  the  Amendment 58 

Against  it 183 

Majority 125 

The  original  motion  was  then  agreed  to, 
and  the  House  resol?ed  itself  into  the 
Committee.  The  resolution  of  the  Chan* 
cellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  renewing  the 
Property-tax  for  a  year  from  the  5th 
April,  WM  lead  and  agreed  to«  without 


»01] 


09iioa^NapU9^Saxa94 


A^MLlZD,  1815. 


[TOf 


disconioD.  Retolotions  for  funding  £x- 
cbeqaer-billt  to  tfae  amount  of  1 8,000*000/. 
were  alio  agreed  to.  The  Houe  restimed', 
«nd  the  Report  of  the  Committee  was 
ordered  to  be  received  to* morrow* 

Lki  (^the  Minoriiy. 
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XambtOD,  J. 
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Moore,  P. 
Martin,  II. 
Martin^  J. 
Madocks,  Wm. 
Mackintosh,  sir  J. 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Montgomery,  sir  H. 
North,  D. 
Onslow,  serj. 
Pierse,  H. 
Prittie,  hon.  F.  A. 
Ponsonby,  rt  hon.  G. 
Proby,  Id. 
Ramsden,  J. 
Romilly,  sir  S. 
Shelley,  sir  S. 
Smith,  J. 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

Thursday ^  April  20.  • 

Gbmo A— Naples — Saxont.]  Earl  Grty 
rose  and  observed,  that  it  was  the  practice 
of  Parliament,  during  the  pendency  of  all 
foreign  negociations,  to  leave,  their  ma- 
nagement, and  direction  ia  the  hands 
of  the  Executive  Government,  subject  of 
.course  to  that  responsibility  on  the  part  of 
the  ministers  of  the  Crown  which  belonged 
Co  the  exercise  of  all  discretionary  power. 
But  that  prudent  reserve  on  the  part  of 
Parliament  was,  he  said,  to  be  regulated 
by  circumstances;  and  when  cases  of 
great  importance  occurred,  in  which  the 
justice,  the  good  faiih,  and  the  honour  of 
.the  country  were  involved,  it  then  be* 
.came  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  interfere. 
.Such,  he  suspected,  the  case  of  Genoa 
wooM  prove,  respecting  which  a  noble 
friend  of  his,  wbom  he  did  not  then  see 
in  his  place,  bad  given  notice  of  a  motion; 
soch  also  the  transacttoos  r^ating  to 


Saxony  appeared  to  be,  concerning  whkb 
another  noble  firiend  had  declared  hit  in* 
tentioD  of  aubmitling  a  motion,  though  he 
had  not  fixed-  the  day ;    in  both  thoae 
cases  he  believed  that  all  the  admitted 
principles  of  policy,  all  the  principles  of 
justice,  all  the  maxims  of  right  upon  which 
the  security  of  nations  rested,  had  been 
more  growly  violated  than  in  any  tram* 
actions  of  modern  times.    There  was  a 
third  case  likewise,  in  which  it  appearad 
that  the  national  character  and  the  na» 
tional  interests  had  been  no  better  asserted 
hy  those  in  whose  hands  the  go? ernment 
was  now  placed.    What  he  alluded  to  waa 
our  relations  with  the  present  Sorereign 
of  Naples.    When  he  acceded  to  the  ge- 
ne'ral  confederacy  •  during  the  last  cam* 
paign,  the  Treaty  which  he  concluded 
with  the  Emperor  of  Austria,  the  Em* 
peror  of  Russia,  and  the  King  of  Prussia, 
was  sanctioned  by  our  minister  abroad, 
and  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  provisione  of 
that  Treaty  the  national  faith  and  honour 
were  distinctly  pledged.    Since  that  period, 
however,  documents  had  appeared  in  the 
public  papers  which  had  not  been  denied, 
and  which,  if  true,  exceeded  every  thing 
of  treachery  and  fraud  which  he  had  yet 
witnessed  m  that  new  diplomatic  Ichool 
of  which  the  noble  Secretary  of  State 
might    be   considered    as    the    founder. 
Whether  it  was  owing  to  those  causes  he 
knew  not ;    but  it  was  generally  believed 
that  hostilities  had  commenced  in  Italy, 
more  serious  in  their  extent,  and  more 
dangerous  in  their  probable  consequences, 
than  seemed  to  be  generally  apprehended. 
The    question   was    of  the    utmost  im* 
I  portance,  whether  considered  in  reference 
to  a  state  of  war  or  a  state  of  peace;  if  of 
war,  so  material  a  diversion  most  operate 
very    prejudicially   against    the    general 
power  and  efficiency  of  that  confederacy, 
in  whose  .united  exertions  the  best  hopea 
of  this  country  and  of  Europe  would  rest; 
if  of  peace  (which  to  the  last  moment  he 
should  cherish  the  hope  of  preserving), 
hon^  much  must  our  reliance  upon  its  con« 
tinuance  be  strengthened  by  maintaining 
relations  of  amity  with  the  King  of  Naples  } 
He  did  not  think  it  was  saying  too  much 
(if  such  a  war  really  existed),  to  affirm 
that  it  was  extremely  doubtful  whether 
France  or  England,  whatever  might  be 
their  disposition  for  peace,  could  remain 
neutral   in  such  a  contest.      He  asked 
their  lordships  then,  whether  they  would 
desist  any  longer  from  demanding  further 
information  i  He  had  not  interfered  with 
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the  proceeditfigs  of  Congr^u,  while  they 
were  in  progress ;  hot  he  was  not  sere 
whether,  in  so  abstaining,  he  had  not  neg- 
lected his  duty.  The  tiijne  he  thought 
was  now  come  when  ministers  ought  to 
iDform  that  House  what  was  the  state  of 
our  foreign  relations  with  the  kingdom  of 
Naples.  For  thai  purpose  he  had  risen ; 
and  he  should  sit  down  in  the  anxious 
hope,  that  the  noble  lord  would  remove 
those  fears  which  he  (earl  Grey)  felt  at 
this  new  state  of  affairs ;  or  if  he  could  not 
do  that>  at  least  that  he  would  be  able  to 
remove  all  imputations  from  the  national 
faith. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  that  the 
present  moment  was  not  the  fit  occasion 
for  entering  into  a  discussion  of  the  ques* 
tions  touched  upon  by  the  noble  lord. 
One  of  those  questions — that  which  related 
to  Genoa— would  voon  be  brought  before 
their  lordships ;  the  other  (Saxony)  would 
also  be  submitted  to  their  notice  at  an 
early  period  ;  and  on  both  (hese  occasions 
he  should  be  prepared  to  explain  dis- 
tinctly what  the  principles  were  upon 
which  this  Government  had  acted,  and 
those  which  had  been  professed  by  the 
other  Powers  at  Congress,  when  their 
lordships  would  be  enabled  to  determine 
on  which  side  the  charge  of  a  new  system 
of  policy  could  be  fairly  fixed.  With 
regard  to  Naples,  it  was  true,  an  had  been 
atated  by  the  noble  lord,  that  ti  treaty  had 
been  concluded  between  Austria  and  the 
Sovereign  de  facto  of  that  kingdom,  daring 
the  last  campaign ;  and  in  consequence  of 
which  the  commander  in  chief  of  our 
forces  in  Italy  entered  into  a  convention 
of  armistice  with  that  power.  No  fact, 
however^  had  been  stated  of  any  violation 
of  that  convention  so  entered  into ;  and 
as  to  what  might  have  been  the  particular 
circumstances  which  influenced  the  sub- 
sequent conduct  of  this  Government  to- 
wards Naples,  it  was  not  now  the  time  for 
entering  into  them ;  but  whenever  the 
period  arrived,  he  should  be  prepared  to 
communicate  the  fullest  information,  and 
trusted  he  should  be  able  to  satisfy  the 
House,  whatever  opinion  they  might  en- 
tertain of  the  conduct  of  Government  upon 
other  grounds,  that  there  did  not  exist  the 
alightest  imputation  upon  the  good  faith 
of  the  country. 

Earl  Or^  said,  that  as  it  appeared  to 
bo  uncertain  when  that  day  of  promised 
explanation  would  arrive,  and  as  the  case 
was  one  to  preuing  and  important,  he 
felt  thai  it  woald  be  a  dereliclioii  of  hit 


dotv  if  he  did  not  bring  it  before  their 
lordships  as  early  as  possible*  The  noble 
lord  had  alluded  to  the  engagements  be- 
tween this  country  and  Naples,  as  if  they 
consisted  merely  in  a  convention  for  the 
Buspetision  of  hostilities,  and  which  con- 
vention bad  not  been  violated ;  but  be  (earl 
Grey)  would  undertake  to  show  that  the 
negociations  were  not  to  be  looked  at 
merely  in  that  point  of  Tiew,  but  that  the 
treaty  to  which  the  noble  secretary  ac- 
ceded, though  not  as  a  subscribing  party, 
was  one  to  which  the  good  faith  and  ho« 
nour  of  this  country  were  as  much  pledged 
for  its  execution,  as  if  he  had  actually 
been  a  subscribing  party.  The  treaty  in 
fact  was  modified  and  altered  at  his  sug- 
gestion. The  whole  case  was  of  so  fla- 
grant and  base  a  nature,  that  no  explana- 
tions of  the  documents  which  had  been 
published  could  do  away  the  impression 
they  had  excited  in  his  mind.  He  should 
therefore  bring  the  matter  under  their 
lordships  notice  on  Monday  se'nnight, 
when  he  would  move  that  an  Address  be 
presented  to  the  Prince  Regent,  praying 
for  further  information,  &c. 

Their    lordships  were   ordered    to   be 
summoned  for  that  day. 

Marquis  WcUesley  fixed  to-morrow  se'n* 
night  for  his  motion  relative  to  Saxony. 

Courts  Martial  on  Colonel  Qubn- 
TiN  AND  Others.]  The  Earl  of  Egrc^ 
mont  rose,  pursuant  to  a  notice  which  he 
had  given,  to  move  for  the'production  of 
the  minutes  of  the  Courts  Martial  held 
upon  capt.  Philip  Browne,  of  the  Hermes, 
Mr.  Lazafns  Roberts,  of  the  Hamadryad, 
and  colone)  Qoentin,  of  the  10th  Hussars. 
He  began  by  lamenting  that  the  subject 
had  not  fallen  into  abler  hands,  and  dis- 
claiming all  personal  motives,  his  only 
object  being  to  rescue  a  brave  and  meri- 
torious class  of  individuals  from  a  situation 
in  which  they  ought  not  to  be  placed. 
He  then  alluded  to  the  case  of  captain 
Browne,  who  was  tried  in  April  1814, 
upon  seven  charges  totally  separate  and 
disfmct  from  each  other.  One  of  these 
charges  was  for  drawing  bills  opon  the 
commissioners  of  the  navy  under  nctitioos 
names,  another  for  offering  to  fight  the 
captain  of  a  merchantman  on  the  quarter- 
deck of  his  own  (captain  Browne's)  ship, 
and  another  for  tyranny  and  oppression. 
These  were  the  principal  charges,  the 
remaining  four  being  of  minor  importance, 
and  it  was  iiopossible,  the  noble  lord  con- 
tended, for  the  mind  of  tnan  to  suggeat 
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•ertn  charget  more  distinct  and  teptrate  ; 
T6t  ihm  aantence  of  tho  court  was,  Uiat 
Muring  matarely  and  deltberateiy  con* 
aidered  the  whole  of  the  e? idence,  tbej 
Were  of  opinion  the  charges  were  partly 
proted,  and  did  therefore  adjudge  the 
prisoner  to  be  dismissed  from  his  Ma- 
jesty's serrice.  It  appeared,  however, 
firom  the  minutes  of  the  court-martial,  that 
the  charge  respecting  the  fraudulent  bills 
npon  the  coromiasionera  of  the  navy  was 
decided  by  the  judge  adfocate  general  to 
be  inadequately  supported,  as  the  forged 
documents  were  not  produced  in  court; 
besides  which  it  was  urged  that  the  prac- 
tice complained  of  was  not  unusual  in  the 
naval  serrice,  and  was  by  no  means  em* 
ployed  by  captain  Browne  with  any  frau- 
dulent intent.  The  evidence  upon  the 
charge  accusifig  him  of  offering  to  fight 
the  captain  of  the  merchant  vessel,  proved 
that  he  received  the  grossest  and  most 
outrageous  insults  from  that  individual, 
•nd  that  his  consequent  conduct,  however 
reprehensible  it  might  be,  was  the  result 
•f  passion  excited  by  that  conduct:  while 
upon  the  other  charge  of  tyranny  and 
oppression,  no  evidence  at  all  was  offered 
In  support  of  it.  Under  these  circum* 
atancea  it  was  surely  a  great  injury  in- 
flicted upon  captain  Browne  by  the  sort 
of  sentence  which  the  court  passed,  by 
stating  ahat  the  charges  were  in  part 
proved,  without  specifying  bow  much  of 
them,  or  of  what  charges.  The  opinion 
of  the  law  oflSoers  was  afterwards  taken 
upon  that  sentence,  and'vye  understood 
his  lordship  to  say  that  they  had  pro- 
nounced it  to  be  unjust,  illegal,  and  in- 
foroial.  The  noble  lord  then  adverted 
to  the  court-martial  upon  Mr.  Laaaras 
Roberts,  a  midshipman  of  the  Hamadryad, 
who  waa  in  like  manner  tried  upon  several 
distinct  and  aeparate  charges,  and  had  b 
aimilar  sentence  pronounced  by  the  court, 
via.  that  tbey  were  of  opinion  the  charges 
were  In  part  proved,  and  adjudged  him  to 
be  dismissed  the  service  and  imprisoned. 
He  did  not  mean  to  cast  the  slightest  im- 
potation  upon  the  members  composing 
either  of  those  courts,  or  to  insinuate  that 
thoT  acted  from  any  partial  motivea  or 
ondoe  influence  ;  it  was  to  the  defective 
principles  of  the  military  law  to  which  he 
rather  wished  to  draw  their  lordships  at- 


tention ;  and  it  was  with  a  view  to  the 
removal  of  these  defecu  that  he  intended 
bia  present  motioo  as  a  preliminary  mea- 
anro*  The  noble  lord  next  adverted  to 
llio  ooort-BUHtial  on  ooleael  QueiMin,  dis- 
(VOL.XXX.)     . 
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eusaing  minotoly  all  the  daUils  of  tho 
evidence,  and  animadverting  upon  tho 
sentence,  as  removing  the  punishment 
from  the  guilty,  and  throwing  it  opaa 
those  who  had  received  the  highest  praiae 
from  the  Duke  of  Wellington  and  their 
superior  officers.  His  ulterior  object  he 
stated  to  be  to  introduce  improvement 
and  reform  into  the  legislative  part  of  the 
military  service,  by  providing  a  measure 
which  should  define  accurately  the  nature 
of  charges,  which  should  fix  the  highest 
degree  of  punishment  to  each  crime^  de- 
termine the  form  of  words  to  be  em« 
ployed  in  the  sentence,  and  establish  some 
mode  of  reference  from  coinrts  of  inquiry 
to  other  tribunals.  With  a  view  to  lay 
the  grounds  for  such  ulterior  object,  ho 
should  now  move,  "  That  an  humble  Ad* 
drem  be  presented  to  the  Prince  Regent, 
praying  that  he  would  be  graciooaly 
pleased  to  order  that  copies  of  &o  several 
courts*marttal  above  mentioned,  together 
with  the  opinions  of  the  law  officers  upon 
the  two  first,  the  orders  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Admiralty,  9lc" 

The  Duke  of  York  rose,  and  made  ao* 
veral  observations  in  consequence  of  what 
had  fallen  from  tho  noble  earl,  on  the  eaae 
of  colonel  Quentin,  and  the  consequent 
decision  thereon.  His  royal  higbneas 
vindicated  the  proceedings  that  had  taken 
place  on  the  occasion.  He  described  tho 
important  duties  of  the  judge  advocato 
upon  the  occasion,  and  highly  panegyrised 
the  professional  merits  of  that  deserving/ 
officer.  The  advice  which  ho  himselt 
gave  to  the  illustrious  personage  repro- 
senting  his  Majesty  respecting  the  sub* 
sequent  decision,  was,  he  could  auure  tbo 
House,  dictated  by  bis  views  of  the  real 
honour  and  advantage  of  his  Majestjr'a 
service.  Referring  to  the  proceedings 
on  the  coort* martial,  on' which  ho  diSefwi 
in  opinion  from  his  noble  friend,  ho  do*' 
scribed  the  different  lines  of  proceeding 
that  might  be  adopted,  ^and  added,  that 
the  greatest  caution  was  used  in  the  selec- 
tion of  the  officers  who  composed  tho 
court,  lest  any  suspicion  of  bias  might 
obtain ;  and  adverted  to  certain  parts  of 
the  coMoct  of  the  officers  which  might 
in  their  tendency  be  highly  tnjuriona  to 
the  discipline  of  the  army. 

Lord  CoailerfMre  took  the  opportunity 
to  say  a  few  worda.  He  animadverted  on 
the  letter  which  had  been  sent  round  by 
the  officers  of  the  10th  bossara,  which  he 
characterised  as  a  *  round  robin.'  Ho 
boro  the  hiahaat  leattmony  to  tbo 
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duct  of  those  officers,  while  on  service, 
though  he  could  not  support  their  subse- 
quent conduct.  If  commanding  officers 
•  were  not  supported  against  such  combina- 
tions, he  conceiTed  there  would  be  an  end 
of  discipline. 

Viscount  Mdville  followed,  and  iifthe 
course  of  some  detailed  observations, 
argued  that  the  noble  earl  had  by  no 
means  laid  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  mo-, 
tion  he  had  called  upon  the  House  to 
adopt. 

The  Earl  of  Caernarvon  said,  that  there 
-certainly  did  exist  a  necessity  for  re-con- 
aidering  the  laws  by  which  courts-martial 
were  regulated ;  and  in  particular  he 
wished  the  House  to  consider  the  state 
•of  the  army  with  respect  to  duelling.  By 
the  laws  of  war  the  practice  was  con- 
demned ;  and  yet  the  case  to  which  his 
noble  relative  had  alluded  (ensign  Cowell, 
of  the  guards)  exhibited  the  strange  con- 
tradiction of  a  punishment  inflicted  for 
not  fighting  a  duel.  Without  entering 
into  all  the  particulars  of  that  case,  he 
was  anxious  to  state  that  ensign  Cowell 
-was  a  young  officer  of  rising  hopes,  and 
of  most  distinguished  though  short  service; 
and  he  had  been  broken  by  the  sentence 
of  a  court-martialy  for  not  having  fought 
a  duel  upon  a  most  trifling  and  paltry 
occasion.  In  that  court-martial  not  one 
of  the  roles  of  evidence  was  adhered  to. 
One  fact  which  ensign  Cowell  wished  to 
prove,  to  do  away  the  imputation  of  hav- 
ing gcted  from  motives  of  cowardice,  was 
the  following  :<— In  an  action  which  topk 
place  in  the  South  of  France,  not  above  a 
•fortnight  before  the  foolish  afi&ir  at  the 
theatre  of  Bordeaux  occurred,  which  oc- 
casioned his  being  tried,  ensign  Cowell 
had  gallantly  led  on  his  men  to  the^harge, 
being  the  only  officer  to  command  them 
at  that  moment.  The  affair  lasted  nearly 
three  hours,  during  which  he  animated 
the  soldiers  by  his  heroic  example.  Seven 
men  fell  by  his  side,  and  not  less  than 
nineteen  were  wounded  around  him.  Yet 
he  was  not  permitted  to  establish  that  fact 
•o  honourable  to  him,  because  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates,  according 
to  the  regulation  of  courts-martial,  could 
not  be  called  as  evidence  to  character. 
But  in  that  case  there  was  no  officer  pre- 
aetot  who  could  be  called,  and  by  reject- 
ing the  next  best  evidence,  and,  indeed, 
the  only  evidence  which  was  attaibable, 
.  that  youthful  and  inexperienced,  but  gal- 
'  iant  6fficer»  was  at  once.. deprived  of  all 
chance  of  justice  before  his  judges^  and 
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of  mercy  from  his  sovereign.  He  cer« 
tainly  could  not  help  considering  the  sen- 
tence, under  such  circumstances,  as  peco* 
iiarly  hard. 

Earl  Grey  said,  he  was  happy  to-  find 
that  all  the^  disgraceful  charges  with  re* 
spect  to  captain  Browne  had  been  ex* 
plained  away.  He  was  not  personalty 
known  to  that  officer ;  but  when  be  was 
at  tire  head  of  naval  affairs  he  had  pro- 
moted him,  from  the  strong  recommenda- 
tion which  he  received  of  his  merits* 
With  respect  to  the  conduct  of  courts- 
martial,  there  recently  appeared  to  have 
been  a  good  deal  of  irregularity^  which 
might  render  it,  in  some  points  of  view^, 
proper  to  revise  them ;  and  with  respect 
to  the  case  of  colonel  Quentin,  he  doubted 
the  legality  of  his  holding  the  command 
of  a  native'regiment,  he  not  being  a  na* 
tural-  bom  subject  of  this  country. 

The  Earl  of  Rotdyn  was  of  opinion,  that 
the  courts  in  question  in  some  points  of 
view  required  revision,  though  he  doubted 
the  practicability  of  a  law  to  regulate 
positively  what  should  or  should  not  ba 
evidence. 

Earl  Stanhope  thought  that  the  courts 
in  question  required  revision,  an$l  that 
decisions  should  be  rendered  more  con* 
sonant  to  the  principles  of  justice.  Ha 
thought  the  noble  earl  had  acted  merito- 
riously in  bringing  the  subject  forward. 

The  question  was  then  put,  and  the 
motion  was  negatived  without  a  division. 
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Thursdt^,  April  20. 

Irish  Law-Offices  Fees  Bill.]  Sir 
John  Newport  rose,  in  pursuance  of  his 
previous  notice,  to  move  for  leave  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  for  the  abolition  of  certain  great 
offices  in  the  courts  of  law  in  Ireland.  In 
calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  this 
subject,  he  felt  how  much  his  anxiety  and 
trouble  must  be  diminished  by  the  House 
having,  on  many  former  occasions,  recog- 
nised the  principle  on  which  his  proposed 
Bill  was  established.*  Several  resolutions 
had  been  passed  at  different  periods,  sanc- 
tioning the  propriety  of  such  a  measure^ 
and  leave  bad  been  given  to  introdtice  a 
Bill  of  a  similar  tendency.  He  would 
not,  therefore,  anticipate  any  opposition 
to  his  intended  motion,  for  the  abolition 
of  certain  great  offices  after  the  expiration 
of  the  present  existing  grant.  Thoii 
offices  were  accompanied  by  large  emo- 
luments, were  for  the  molt  part  performed 


by  deptityi  ind  held  1^  peraoM  vof  the 
highest  .rank  in  the  coantry^  who,  from 
their  tiioationy  could  have  no  cognizance 
of  the  conduct  of  their  depotiea,  and 
troubled  themselvet  no  more  about  them 
than  to  receive  the  immeme  prufiu  drawn 
from  the  country  and  the  public  suitors  of 
the  courts.  To  give  the  House  some  idea 
of  the  greatness  of  those  sinecures,  he 
would  mention  the  emoluments  attending 
some  of  them.  The  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
had  from  8,000/.  to  10,000/.  per  annum ; 
the  Prothonotary  of  the  Common  Pleas 
had  10,000/.  i  the  Clerk  of  the  Pleas,  in 
the  Court  of  Exchequer,  11,000/.  This 
last  office  WM  held  by  one  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers  (the  earf  of  Buckinghamshire), 
who,  although  possessed  likewise  of  a  va- 
luable place  at  tlie  East  India  Board,  made 
a  demand  for  a  very  coDsiderable  sum 
from  the  consolidated  fund.  But  however 
great  those  sinecures,  and  however  de* 
airable  it  would  be  that  they  were  imme- 
diately abolished,  he  was  not  willing  to 
afiect  them  in  any  other  degree  iban  to 
prevent  a  renewal  of  them  after  the  ex- 
piration of  the  present  grants.  Besides 
those  already  mentioned,  his  Bill  would 
include  the  office  of  Chief  Remembrancer 
of  the  Court  of  Exchequer,  the  Second 
Remembrancer  of  the  same,  and  also  the 
Clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Hanaper  ;  and  in 
speaking  of  this  last-mentioned  office,  he 
could  not  forbear  lamenting  that,  notwith- 
standing some  votes  of  that  House  recom- 
mending its  abolition,  it  had  been  revived 
this  year»  on  the  death  of  the  noble  earl 
who  lalely  held  it,  so  that  another  life 
was  interposed  to  retard  its  dissolution. 
The  right  hon.  baronet  concluded  by 
Bloving,  '*  That  leave  be  given  to  bring 
in  a  Bill  to  regulate  the  fees  and  emolu- 
ments of.  certain  officea  of  the  courts  of 
law  in  Ireland  after  the  determination  of 
the  now  existing  grants  thereof  respec- 
tively." 

Mr.  Fesey  Fiiz^crald  said,  that  he  had 
the  less  regret  at  not  being  present  when 
the  right  hon.  baronet  commenced  his 
address  to  the  House,  as  it  was  not  his  in- 
tentiiin  to  oppose  his  proposition.  He  did 
not  now  mean  to  oQ*er  any  opinion  upon 
the  various  points  alluded  to  by  the- right 
hon.  bar6net ;  but  upon  the  principle  which 
had  formerly  been  adopted  by  the  House, 
be  should  not  oppose  the  motion  for  leave 
to  bring  in  the  Bill.  He  begged,  however, 
to  observe,  that  with  regard  to  the  office 
held  by  a  noble  lord  (the  earl  off  Bocking- 
bamshire)  to  which  th«  right  boo.  baronet 
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had  adverted,  the  net  receipUof  that  office 
did  not  amount  to  near  so  large  a  sum  as  . 
that  which  had  been  stated,  and  which 
included,  he  believed,  the  salary  of  the 
deputy,  and  other  expenses  of  the  office. 
With  regard  to  the  office  which  had  be* 
come  vacant  this  year,  viz.  the  Clerk  of 
the  Crown  and  Hanaper,  he  might  be  per* 
mitted  to  observe,  that,  with  every  respect . 
for  the  Bill  which  passed  that  House,  it 
was  rather  too  much  to  assume  that  the 
Crown  ought  to  be  deprived  of  the  power 
of  granting  that  office,  because  one  branch 
of  the  Legislature  hatl  disapproved  of  ita 
continuance.  The  right  hon.  baronet,, 
however,  he  was  sure,  would  be  glad  to . 
bear,  that  as  the  event  which  would/ aug- 
ment the  fees  of  that  office  to  a  very  large 
amount,  was  one  which  every  one  must 
deprecate,  namely,  a  demise  of  the  Crown, 
Government  had  made  a  stipulation  witb 
the  noble  lord  to  whom  it  was  now  grant- 
ed, by  which  either  Parliament  or  the 
Crown  would  have  a  right  to  regulate  the 
amount  of  the  fees  on  the  occasion 
alluded  to  (which,  figm  the  number  of 
commissions  which  must  in  that  case  be. 
renewed,  would  be  very  large),  allowing 
the  noble  lord  a  certain  portion  of  ihem» 
and  providing  that  the  remainder  should, 
be  paid  into  the  Exchequer. 

Mr.  hankes  approved,  of  such  a  bargain^ 
and  hoped  that,  while  it  was  fresh  in  their* 
meaiorie.%  some  plan  would   be    carried 
into   execution  for  better  regulating  the 
emoluments  of^other  great  4>ffice8. 

Sir  J,  Neufport  sait],  that   he  bad'coU- 
lected  his  information  as  to  the  amounts 
of  those  sinecures  from  the  staiemenis  of 
the  offict-rii  themselves. 

Leave  was  giv<n  to  bring  in  the  Bill. 

Property  Tax.]  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  having  moved  the  order  of 
the  day,  Mr.  Broaden  reported  t\rom  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means,  the  follow- 
ing resolution  ;  viz  "  That  it  is  the  opi- 
nion of  this  committee»that  towards  raising 
the  supply  granted  to  his  Majtisty,  tho 
res'pective  duties  on  the  profits  of  all  pro- 
perty, professions,  trades  and  offices, 
granted  by  certain  acts  made  in  the  l-Sd, 
45th,  and  46th  of  his  Majesty,' and  cunso* 
lidated  by  the  last-mentioned  act,  and 
which  ceased  after  the  5th  of  April  1815, 
be  revived,  and  granted  to  his  M«ije<ty  for 
the  term  of  one  year,  from  the  «!ud  5th  of 
April  1815."  On  the  motion  that  the 
resolution  be  read  a  second  time, 

General  GoMcoync  said,  that  having  pre« 
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sonted  ft  petitioD  from. hit  coostituentt 
agaimt  the  renewal  of  the  Propert]r«lax, 
he  lhotighi.it  incumbent  on  btm  shortly  to 
explain  why  he  should  not  oppose  the 
present  resolution.  The  petition  was  pre- 
sented when  we  were  at  peace,  and  when 
there  was  no  prospect  that  that  peace 
would  be  endangered.  It  now  appeared 
obviously  necessary,  whether  we  remained 
at  peace,  or  the  war  was  renewed,  that  a 
considerable  expense  must  be  incurred. 
It  was  on  that  account  that  he  concurred 
ill  the  Resolution,  Nerertheless,  it  was 
with  great  regret  that  he  heard  the 
right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer say,  that  it  was  not  his  inten- 
troo  to  propose  any  modification  of  the 
measure.  It  would  still  be,  as  it  had  been, 
nost  obnoxious,  unless  the  principle  were 
altered  of  laying  an  equal  burthen  on 
income  arising  from  permaneht  property, 
and  OD  income  in  which  the  possessor  had 
only  a  life  interest.  He  called  the  earliest 
attention  of  Government  to  the  necessity 
of  some  modification  of  the  measure  in  this 
respect,  and  gave  notice  that  unless  they 
evinced  a  disposition  to  do  so,  he  would 
himself  propose  some  relief  to  the  parties 
aggrieved,  which  would  not  be  essentially 
injorioos  to  the  measure  itself. 

Sir  J.  Newpori  declared,  that  feeling  as 
he  did  that  the  proposed  tax  was  inquisi- 
torial in  its  nature,  subversive  of  the  best 
principles  of  our  free  constitution,  unequal 
in  its  operation,  affecting  alike  permanent 
and  uncertain  property,  and  arming  Go* 
▼ernment  with  a  power  which  it  never 
ought  to  have,  of  making  income  and  not 
expenditure  the  criterion  of  taxation,  he 
would  in  every  stage,  and  under  every 
circumstance,  and  to  the  last  moment  of 
its  being  before  them,  take  the  sense  of 
the  House  upon  it.  He  could  hardly  con- 
ceive any  emergency  so  great  as  to  war- 
rant the  re-introduction  of  this  measure. 
Had  he  wanted  any  additional  inducement 
to  oppose  the  proposition  in  limine,  he 
should  have  found  it  in  >the  recommenda- 
tion of  an  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Bankes), 
who  knew  so  little  of  Ireland  as  not  to  be 
aware,  that  were  his  proposition  adopted, 
it  might  endanger  the  connexion  between 
the  two  countries.  If  the  inquisitorial 
quality  of  the  Bill  had  been  found  so  ob- 
noxious in  England,  what  would  it  be  in 
Ireland,  where  the  control,  which  public 
observation  and  opinion  had  over  public 
men,  was  so  much  weaker  than  in  this 
coantrv  ?  He  beseeched  the  House,  there- 
fore, if  thera  was  any  inteiition  <^propos« 
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ing  the  extension  of  the  tax  to  Irelind,  k^ 
pause,  to  examine,  tnd  to  relleel,  before 
they  acceded  to  a  proposition,  the  consa* 
qaeoces  of  which  might  be  most  fatal.  He 
would  now  move  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  Resolution  be  read  a  second  time  that 
day  fortnight. 

Mr.  l^mUpet  said,  that  what  he  had  statadi 
yesterday  of  the  expediency  of  extendin|f 
the  principle  of*  the  Property-tax  te 
Ireland  was  advanced  advisedly,  and  that 
he  would  persevere  in  recommending  to 
Parliament  the  adoption  of  such  a  measure* 
It  was  his  intention  to  move,  that  in  the 
first  clause  of  the  Bill  the  word  '  Ireland* 
should  be  introduced*  Bat  perbapa  it 
would  be  necessary,  in  the  first  place,  te 
refer  the  subject  to  the  eonsideration  of  e 
committee.  If  so,  he  would  name  a  day^ 
for  that  purpose.  To  no  place  would  the 
Property-tax,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  more 
applicable  than  to  Ireland.  Articles  of  cob« 
sumption  in  that  country  were  already  toe 
much  the  subject  of  taxation ;  and  reeart 
could  not  be  had  to  a  belter  tax,  than  to  one 
which  was  not  easilyevaded,whichwascol« 
lected  at  a  moderate  expense,  and  froaa 
which  the  lower  classes  were  wholly  exempt. 
He  hoped  the  right  hon.  baronet  would 
not  maintain,  that  the  gentry  of  Ireland 
ought  not  to  bear  any  of  the  burthens  which 
the  necessities  of  the  state  might  render  it 
advisable  to  impose.  Bid  the  right  hon. 
haronet  think,  that  the  gentry  of  Ireland 
were  the  only,  persons  that  did  not  like  le 
pay  taxes  ?  The  English  gentry  did  not 
pay  them  from  any  feeling  of  pleasure  ie 
the  act ;  but  they  nevertheless  paid  them 
with  cheerfulness  when  the  honour  and 
interests  of  the  country  required  thai  they 
should  do  so.  And  so,  he  would  answer 
for  them,  would  the  gentry  of  Ireland^ 
under  similar  circumstances. 

Mr.  Graiian  observed,  that  the  hon. 
gentleman's  speech  bad  consisted  of  a 
succession  of  assertions,  from  all  of  which 
he  dissented,  except  the  last,  namely,  that 
the  gentry  of  Ireland  were  ready  to  aob« 
mit  to  whatever  taxes  might  be  considered 
consistent  with  the  good  of  the  coontry 
and  the  advantage  of  the  state.  They 
would  be  ready  to  maintain  the  British 
empire  with  their  property  and  ibeif 
blood;  but  the  Properiy-tax  would  ba 
infinitely  more  injurious  to  the  sensations 
of  Irishmen,  than  taxes  much  more^pro* 
d active  to  the  state.  But  this  was  not  tha 
lime  to  enter  into  particulars.  He  thought 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  done  well  to  give 
notice  of  hia  iotentioas)  aad  wbtaever  he 
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Aovld  bring  fSMir«rl  his  neiton,  he 
pledged  himself  to  oppose  it*  and  to 
debaie  the  question  folly  and  candidly. 
He  should  theo  endeaToor  to  pro? e  that 
the  tas  was-  altogether  foreign  to  the 
habitSy  conditioDi  and  ftnancial  sitoation  of 
that  coantry»  which  would  prefer  more 
prodoctiTO  taxes  to  the  particular  tax  in 
qoettioo.  At  present  he  should  say  no 
more  upon  the  subject,  but  merely  add» 
that  the  measare  now  before  the  House 
had  his  most  cordial  disapprobation* 

Mr.  resry  Fk^erold  said,  ho  should 
defer  the  general  observations  which  he 
should  have  to  make  upon  this  subject, 
until  the  hon.  gentleman's  motion  came 
regularly  before  the  Hoose^  But  that  his 
opioion  might  not  be  mistaken,  and  to 
allay  the  anxiety  which  such  a  proposition 
was  calculated  to  excite  in  Ireland,  he 
thought  it  right  to  state,  that  however 
respectable  the  quarter  might  be  ftom 
which  that  proposition  came,  he  had  at 
present  no  intention  of  recommending  the 
adoption  of  the  Property-tax  in  Ireland. 
He  wished,  however,  to  remind  the  House, 
that  the  application  of  that  tax  to  Great 
Jlritain  was  only  proposed  for  one  year, 
and  under  circumstances  which  would  not 
justify  him  in  now  proposing  it  for  the 
sister  country,  even  if  he  were  prepared 
to  go  the  full  length  of  the  hen.  gentle- 
man's  opinion.  The  hon.  gentleman  would 
recollect  that  even  in  this  country,  where 
the  habits  of  society  were  so  diflerent 
from  those  of  Ireland,  and  where  the 
wealth  was  so  much  greater,  it  was  a  long 
tiaso  before  that  tax  was  maile  folly  pro- 
ductive, and  before  the  machinery  which 
was  to  enforce  iu  collection  could  be  per* 
footed.  If  great  difficulties  had  been 
found  in  England,  much  greater  would 
undoubtedly  bo  found  in  Ireland.  He 
declined,  however, entering  into  the  argu- 
ment at  preient,  and  should  content  him- 
mlf  with  suting,  that  under  the  present 
circumstances,  he  did  not  think  himself 
josti6cd  in  proposing  to  extend  it  to  that 
country.  With  regard  to  the  financial 
difficulties  of  Ireland,  however  he  might 
lament  them,  the  House  and  the  hon. 
gentleman  most  do  him  the  justice  to 
acknowledge,  that  he  had  never  endea- 
voured to  skreen  them  from  investigation. 
In  moving  for  a  coanmitioe  some  days  ago, 
to  anquiffo  into  the  state  of  the  Irish 
finances,  he  had  not  concealed  that  the 
people  of  Irsland  would  be  called  open  to 
make  great  exertions-  -exertions  which  he 
agctod  with  the  boo.  gentlemmi  who  spoke 
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last,  they  would  cbeerfellf  make  ip  the 
common  cause.  But  it  was  a*great  mis* 
take  to  suppose  that  great  aacnficea  had 
not  been  already  made.  Let  any  matt 
look  at  the  amount  of  the  revenue  of  Iro* 
land  before  the  Union,  and  at  the  oalcu* 
lations  upon  which  her  share  of  the  joint 
contributions  was  founded  ;  let  him  at  tho 
same  time  look  at  the  narrow  means  sho 
pomessed,  and  then  consider  tho  amouM 
to  which  her  revenue  had  been  sinco 
raised,  and  he  would  admit,  that  whatever 
diiinclination  Ireland  might  have  to  thia 
tax,  she  had  borne  her  full  'share  of  tho 
weight  of  the  general  pressure ;  and  sho 
would,  he  hsd  no  doobt,  always  cheerfully 
contribute,  to  the  extent  of  her  power,  to 
the  public  burthens.  He  would  not  antics- 
pate  the  debate,  but  would  cheerfully  aseei 
the  hon.  gentleman  when  the  day  of  die* 
cussion  should  arrive. 

Mr.  I¥.  EUiot  said,  he  conceived  a  men* 
sure  of  the  nature  of  that  now  proposed,  o 
necessary  consequence  of  the  late  Ad« 
dreu  of  the  House ;  and  he  should  there- 
fore give  his  vote  in  favour  of  the  motion. 
He  should  reserve  to  himself  the  power  of 
exercising  his  discretion  with  regard  to 
the  details  of  the  measure  in  a  subsequoni 
suge;  but  with  respect  to  the  measnro 
itself,  he  considered  it  as  only  providing 
the  Government  with  the  necemary  meana 
for  the  security  of  the  country,  whatever 
might  be  the  tenour  of  their  foture  conduct; 

The  House  then  divided  oo  sir  John 
Newport's  Amendment : 

For  the  Amendment...... •  30  • 

Against  it 99 

Majority    ....< 

Uitqfihe  .»^..j. 

Abercrombie,  hon.  J.  Martin,  J. 

Althorpe,  lord  Neville,  hen.  B» 

Bewicke,  C.  Newport,  sir  J. 

Foley,  T.  Onslow,  Seig. 

Fitzroy,  lord  J.  Poulett,  hon.  W.  V. 

Grant,  J.  P.  Philips,  Geo. 

Guise,  sir  Wro.  Ponsonby,  right  hon. 
Orattan,  richt  hon.  H.       Geo. 

Hamilton,  Totd  A.  Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 

Homer,  F.  Ramsden,  J . 

Uammersley,  H.  Ricbaidson,  W. 

Hornby,  £.  Smith,  W. 

Kuox,  hon.  T.  TierDey,rigbt  hon.  Gw 

Latouche,  R.  WhitbreaiC  S- 
Lambton,  J.  G.  tellers. 

Milton,  lord  Bennet,  hon.  H.  G. 

Mackintosh,  sir  J.  Gordon,  R. 

The  Resolution  wai  read  a  second  time 
and  agreed  to.    On  tho  motioo,  that  leave 
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be  given  to  bring  in  a  Bill,  purraant  to 
the  said  Resolution,    . 

Mr.  Alderman  Atkins  said,  that  the 
Property-tax  was  a  tax  on  industry,  and^ 
iras  highly  unequal,  as  being  as  great  on 
the  profits  of  one  year  as  on  property  for 
ever.  He  was  sure  the  tax,  without  any 
modification,  was  very  uncomforlable  to' 
the. country — [a  laugh] — but  if  his  right 
hon.  firiend,  the  Chancellor  of  theKx- 
chei^uer,  would  agree  to  a  committee  to 
adopt  modifications,  then  it  might  be  made 
aomething  more  comfortable,  and  the 
country  might  be  brought  not  to  object  to 
ibe  measure. 

Mr.  IV.  Smiih  was  much  of  the  same 
opinion  with  the  hon.  alderman,  and 
thought  that  though  the  tax  could  not  be 
made  agreeable,  it  might  be  made  to  go 
4own.  It  was  not  the  amount  of  tfaie  tax 
ao  much  as  the  inequality  of  its  operation, 
to  which  he  objected ;  upon  the  same 
principle  he  should  have  objected  to  5/. 
per  cent,  equally  as  much  as  to  10/.  The 
tax  possessed  this  advantage,  that  a  great 
proportion  came  into  the  Exchequer  at 
the  smallest  possible  expense.  Of  the 
4:ommissioners  of  the  Property* tax  with 
whom  he  had  been  acquainted,  and  he 
had  been  acquainted  with  many,  there 
never  was  one  who  did  not  declare  that 
his  office  was  the  most  disagreeable  one 
in  which  he  was  ever  employed,  from  the 
inquisitorial  powers  of  the  tax ;  and  there 
were  many  instances  in  which  the  com- 
missioners and  the  officers  of  Government 
were  at  variance  respecting  the  severe 
manner  in  which  those  officers  exercised 
the  powers  entrusted  to  them. 

General  Gascoyne  explained,  and  satd^ 
that  he  wished  ihe  subject  to  be  taken  up 
as  he  proposed,  by  any  other  member. 

The  Chancellor  qf  ihe  Exchequer  opposed 
the  appointment  of  a  select  committee, 
as  it  would  lead  to  delay  and  inconve- 
nience, and  would  derange  the  whole  ma- 
chinery of  the  tax,  so  as  to  prevent  its 
being  collected  in  due  time.  Had  the 
tax  been  proposed  for  a  longer  term  than 
one  year,  he  should  have  thought  an  in- 
quiry advisable.  The  ascertaining  the  pro- 
portions of  the  tax  to  be  paid  by  fixed 
capital  and  industry  would  necessarily 
occasion   much  discussion,  and   protract 


Mr.  Baring  thought  this  tax  came  with 
a  very  b^d  grace  after  the  vote,  declining 
to  make  any  inquiry  into  the  lavisli  ex- 
penditure of  the  Civil  List.  He  thought 
so  more  especially  when  he  considered 
how  small  the  majority  was,  and  bow  that 
majority  was  composed.  The  House  w^as 
now  called  on  to  vote  this  tax  without 
any  information  as  te  the  extent  of  the 
sum  necessary,  or  with  respect  to  the 
situation  of  our  external  policy ;  for  the 
Message  of  the  Prince  Regent  calling  oti 
the  House  to  enable  preparations  to  be 
made,  was  not  enough  to  induce  them« 
without  further  information,  to  vote  a  tax. 
of  14  millions.  But  still  he  should  not 
be.  disposed  to  go  into  a  commitee,.  be-, 
cause  be  rather  preferred  leaving  the  tax 
on  the  footing  proposed  by  the  Chancellor, 
of  the  Exchequer,  namely,  the  extension 
of  it  for  one  year  only.  It  was  more  likely 
to  be  a  temporary  measure,  when  taken 
in  that  manner,  than  if  it  were  made  what 
the  hon.  alderman  called  a  comfortable 
thing,  and  which  would  be  likely  to  stick 
by  them  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
He  for  one  should  for  ever  oppose  the  taac 
as  a  permanent  source  of  revenue  in  time 
of  peace.  He  thought,  however,  on  the 
occasion  of  the  late  repeal,  that  had  it 
been  continued  for  one  year  longer,  till 
the  affairs  of  tbe  last  war  were  wound  up,, 
it  would  have  been  attended  with  great 
benefit  to  the  finances  of  the  country. 

Leave  was  then  given  to  bring  in  the  Bill* 

Motion  bespecting  BuoNAPAaTB's  es- 
cape FROM  Elba.]  Mr.  Abercrombie  said, 
he  rose  in  pursuance  of  the  notice  be  had> 
given,  to  move  for  such  information  as 
could  be  furnished,  with  reference  to  any 
instructions  that  his  Majesty's  ministers 
might  have  given  to  uur  naval  com- 
manders in  the  Mediterranean,  on  thjs 
subject  of  the  Island  of  Elba,  and  for  in* 
formation  as  to  any  disclosure  which 
might  have  been  made  to  them  with  re-, 
spect  to  the  projects  of  Buonaparte, 
while  tn  that  island,  together  wiih  the 
means  which  had,  in  com^equence,  been- 
taken,  to  counteract  those  projects,  simply 
on  these  grounds — because  the  return  of 
that  individual  to  the  throne  of  France 


the  passing  of  the  Bill  to  a  late  period  of 
the  session. 

Mr.  'Aldermab  Atkin$  thooght  it  pos- 
sible to'  ameliorate  the  severities  of  the 
Act,  without  rendering  it  inefficient,  or 
taking  up  much  time. 


was  an  event  of  sucli  awful  importance, 
and  so  deeply  affected  the  interesta  of 
Europe,  that  the  House  would  desert  the 
duty  they  owed  to  their  constituents,  to 
themselves,  and  to  Europe  in  general,  if 
they  did  not  attempt  to  ascertain,  whether, 
by  greater  prudence  and  greater  foresight. 
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on  the  part  of  bis  majesty's  mitusters,  that 
occurrence  might  not  have  been  pre- 
vented. The  Message  from  the  Throne 
informed  the  Hoase,  that  in  consequence 
of  the  events  which  had  recently  occurred 
in  France,  it  was  necessary  that  a  great 
disposable  force  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  executive  Government,  and 
that  a  closer  concert  should  be  entered 
into  with  his  Majesty's  Allies.  Not  one 
dissenting  voice  was  raised. against  the 
AddKss ;  aiwl,  under  these  circumstancesi 
he  conceived  he  was  entitled  to  call  on 
the  House  to  determine,  whether  his  Ma- 
jesty's Grovernment  should  not  be  put  on 
their  defence,  and  compelled  to  ^how, 
whether  they  had  not  received  informa- 
tion as  to  the  intended  departure  of  Buo- 
naparte, and  whether  they  had  or  had  not 
taken  steps  to  counteract  the  projects  of 
which  they  bad  been  apprised.  If  be 
osked  the  House  to  enter  into  the  consi- 
deration of  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  of 
f  ontainbleau^ooking  to  the  change  of 
circumstances  which  had  taken  place  since 
it  was  entered  into— looking  to  the  alte- 
ration of  the  brilliant  prospects  which  last 
year  opened  to  the  country — he  did  not 
think  he  should  be  too  late  even  for  that 
discussion.  Because,  by  so  doing,  he 
should  be  calling  on  those  who  had 
claimed  the  applause  and  gratitude  of  the 
country,  as  having  assisted,  in  the  de- 
liverance of  Europe,  to  state  why  they 
bad  placed  their  fame  and  the  repose  of 
the  world  on  so  insecure  a  foundation. 
But,  as  it  might  be  alleged,  that  be  bad 
passed  by  the  proper  period  for  such  a 
discussion,  he  would  not  introduce  it  now. 
He  should,  therefore,  merely  look  to  the 
rights  which  the  different  parties  to  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  derived  under 
that  Treaty,  and,  in  particular,  what  rights 
accrued  to  us,  under  its  provisions.  Hav- 
ing ascertained  the  latter  point,  it  would 
be  for  the  House  to  consider  whether 
his  Majesty's  ministers  had  exercised  due 
and  proper  vigilance,  in  conformity  with 
4he  righu  given  to  this  country  by  the 
Treaty.  This  bfctng  his  object,  it  could 
not  be  said,  that  he  came  forward  too  late ; 
becausei  if  he  had  asked  for  the  informa- 
tion he  DOW  s6Qght  for,  at  an  earlier  pe- 
riod, be  would  then  have  been  told  on  of- 
ficial authority,  that  to  answer  such  ques- 
tions wouki  be  a  direct  breach  of  public 
duty,  and  would  tend  to  defeat  the  very 
object  which  it  waa  proposed  to  attain, 
tie^  .therefisre,  came  to  the  House,  with 
the   present  notion,  most  stricUy  and 
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properly  in  time.  What  he  proposed  was*- 
to  call  on  his  Majesty's  Government  to 
produce  such  information  as  would  enable 
the  House  and  the  country  to  decide, 
whether,  in  point  of  fact,  they  had  exer« 
cised  a  sound  discretion,  and  made  use  of 
all  those  precautionary  measures  which 
prudence. and  reason  directed. 

It  was  impossible  to  discuss  these  sub- 
jects with  advantage,  without  adverting 
to  the  circumstances  under  which  tho 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  was  concluded  ; 
without,  however,  entering  into  the  pro^ 
priety  of  the  terms  or  conditions  of  that 
Treaty.  On  the  subject  of  the  terms, 
they  had  heard  two  statements,  directly 
contradictory  of  each  other.  By  some 
persons  it  was  contended,  that  they  pro* 
ceeded  from  a  mistaken  magnanimity  on 
tlie  part  of  the  Allies ;  while  others,  {ud 
amongst  them  the  noble  lord  (Castlereagh) 
asserted,  that  the  Treaty  was  dictated  by- 
hard  necessity.  He  was  not  inclined  to 
accede  to  either  of  these  propositions* 
He  thought  it  was  a  nearer  approximation 
to  truth  to  suppose  that,  when  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  was  agreed  to,  though 
Buonaparte  was  not  in  such  a  situation  aa 
to  be  immediately  compelled  to  accept 
any  terms  that  might  be  offered  to  him» 
yet  the  Allies  possessed  such  superior 
strength,  that,  if  he  had  refused  those 
terms  which  appeared  to  thwm  calculated 
to  insure  the  security  of  Europe,  they 
would  have  been  very  speedily  enabled  to 
enforce  their  demand.  They,  in  this  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  deemed  it  more  wise  to 
accede  to  the  terms  which  he  was  willing 
to  take,  than  to  expose  Europe  to  ihe 
evils  of  a  protracted  contest.  At  thia 
time,  however,  Buonapait^  had  lost  his 
capital,  and  they  were  told  that  he  had 
lost  the  confidence  of  his  troops,  and, 
above  all,  that  the  authority  of  opinion 
was  no  longer  in  his  favour.  Disaflec* 
tion^  it  appeared,  had  spread  amongst  his 
officers;  and  his  army  at  Fontainbleau, 
even  if  it  were  joined  by  the  remnant  of 
the  force  under  Mortier  and  Marmont, 
did  not  exceed  •  50,000  men,  to  .  oppose 
which  the  Allies  had  an  army  of  140,000. 
Soolt  was  driven  from  the  south  of  France 
by  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and  the  army 
of  Augereau  was  opposed  by  superior  num« 
hers.  This  was  the  picture  drawn  at  the 
time  by  the  accredited  ministers  of  thia 
country.  They  exultingly  declared,  that 
Buonaparte,  who  so  recently  commanded 
a  mighty  empire,  then  stood  alone,  and 
that  the  Allied  Sovereigns  were  received 
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with  f uch  delight  in  Paris,  that  thcjr  were 
miniost  eaten  op  with  the  enthuiiastic  ma- 
nifestatioQ  of  public  affection.  Then 
came  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleaa^  which 
ponied  every  one*.  The  noble  lord  de- 
nied that  the  favourable  terma  given  to 
Napoleon  in  this  Treaty,  arose  from  any 
misplaced  feeling  of  generosity ;  but  that 
it  was  an  act  of  necessity,  dictated  by  the 
unabated  attachment  of  the  French  army 
to  t|ieir  late  ruler.  Some  persons,  indeed, 
had  stated — he  knew  not  whether  their 
information  was  correct,  but  that  they 
poaseued  the  means  of  obtaining  accurate 
intelligence,  was  indisputable — that  so 
great  were  the  seal  and  attachment  of 
the  army  to  Napoleon,  that,  it  favourable 
terms  had  not,  at  the  moment,  been  grant- 
ed to  htm,  the  whole  armed  population  of 
France  would  have  rallied  round  his 
standard.  From  this  it  would  appear, 
that  he  stood  upon  Tery  high  ground,  and 
Aat  K  civil  war  must  have  ensued,  if  he 
were  poshed  to  the  utmost  extremity. 
Under  these  circumstances,  then,  the 
Treaty  was  said  to  have  been  formed^- 
and  it  was  necessary  to  bear  them  in  mind, 
in  order  to  judge  correctly  of  the  conduct 

.  that  ought  aubsequently  to  have  been 
adopted. 

Napoleon  must  have  left  France,  well 
knowing  that  his  friends  had  arms  in  their 
]|aad8«  He  must  also  have  been  aware, 
that  a  large  proportion  of  the  people 
would  view  his  departure  with  regret, 
partieelarly  those  who  wen  proprietors 
oi  eonfisbated  hhds,  and  who,  thoogh 
they  might  not  hare  been  much  attached 
to  Buonaparte,  roust  have  viewed  with 
apprehension  the  return  of  the  Bourbons, 
as  threatening  the  destruction  of  the  te- 
iHire  by  which  they  held  their  property. 
There  was  another  point  most  material  for 
cooeideration.  It  was  now  admitted,  that 
Ibe  Treaty  was  founded  in  necessity— 
that  the  strength  of  Buonaparii  command- 
ed it.  It  was  stated,  that  he'  possessed, 
at  the  time,  a  large  force,  and  yet,  in  that 
sitaation,  he  preferred  negociation  to  re- 
•iatance.  Now,  it  was  impossible  lor  any 
person,  who  knew  these  circueaatances, 
end  was  aware  of  the  state  of  France  at 

'  time,  te  entertain  a  doubt,  that  Boona- 
part^  felt  it  better  to  cherish  the  future 
contingent  hope  of  returning  back  to 
France,  instead  of  holding  out  to  the  last 
against  the  Allies,  and  thoa  putting  all  to 
basard.  At  the  time  the  Treaty  of  Fon- 
tainbleao  was  algned,  these  several  facts 
Were  kaowiii    It  was  known  that  a  great 
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number  of  persons  in  France  were  %em* 
lously  -devoted  to  Buonaparte ;  and  tbey 
felt,  as  he  did,  that  it  would  be  better  for 
him  to  ran  the  chance  of  returning  ta 
France,  at  some  future  period,  rather  than 
by  pertinaciously  opposing  the  Allies,  to 
destroy  all  hopes  of  such  an  event.     Now* 
it  could  not  be  supposed,  when  he   lefl 
France  under  such  crrcumstanoes,  that,  if 
a  favourable  opportunity  presented  itself 
for  bis  return,   he   wouid  not  be  most 
aniiotts  to  avail  himtelf  of  it.    The  noble 
lord    contended,  that,  aa  the  Treaty   of 
Fontainbleao  was  made  with  an  indepea* 
dent  sovereigni  this  country  had  no  right 
to  watch  him :    that  having  gone  to  the 
island  of  Elba,  he  had  an  bntmpeachable 
right  to  proceed   aflerwards    where   he 
pleased,  except  to  the  coast  of  France.     If 
this    were  the  case,  what  secnrity  was 
there  for  his  keeping  the  Treaty  of  Fon* 
tainbleau  ?     If  it  were  said,  that  his  abdi* 
cation  of  the  throne  of  France  aflRirded 
the  necessary  seeurity,  be  must  state,  tbas 
this  argument  would  not  serve  the  noble 
lord  or  his  colleagues,  who  had  all  along 
described    Buonaparte  as  a  person  who 
neVer  would  abide  by  a  treaty  prejudicial 
to  his  interests,  if  he  possessra  the  means 
and  power  of  breaking  it.    But  he  did  not 
think  the  construction  given  to  the.  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  by  tlM  noble  lotd,  was 
the  true  ooe.    On  the  contrarv>  he  con- 
ceived, that  the  right  of  watching  and 
detaining  Buonapara,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, did  arise  out  of  the  Treaty. 
The  spirit  of  the  Treaty  was  net  confined 
merely  to  his  abdication  of  the  throne  of 
France.     What  necessarily  followed  from 
thatsfipolation?  Assuredly,  that  he shoald 
not  be  suffered,  hereafter,  to  disturb  the 
peace  end  security  of  that  country.     No 
one  could  suppose  that,  at  Elba,  Buona- 
parte could  devise  ihe  Bwans  of  invading 
France,  as  those  sovereigns  might  do,  who 
possessed  more   extensive  means.      His 
hopes  rested  alone  on  the  people  and  the 
army  of  France ;  and  these  engines  could 
not  be  rendered  dangerous  to  tho  peace 
of  that  country,  unless  he  was  personally 
present.     His  personal  movements  ough^ 
therefore,  to  have  been    watched   wii& 
scrupnioos  jealousy,  since  it  was  by  per- 
sonal exertions  alene  that  be  could  affict 
miy  ambitiaas  project.    The  Treaty,  he 
cootendod,  gave  us  a  right  of  remonstrance 
and  representation,  and  even  an  aoihority 
to  watch  Baonaparti.     Bot^  even  if  ne 
soeh  right  existed  under  the  Treaty,  and 
alihoei^  k  mlghs  be  oeosideMd  defective 
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jetty'f  miniiten  had  made  iheoiselTei  a 
party.  He  would  tay  for  himseir^  that  the 
moment  he  (lord  C.)  was  brought  to  look 
at  that  qaettion^  he  wai  coB?inced  that 
the  arrangement  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  carried  into  effect,  without  flying  in 
the  face  of  the  Government  of  France ; 
and  that  it  wai  perfectly  impossible  for 
this  country  to  have  opposed  even  a  feeble 
resistance  to  it  at  that  period.  When  he 
found  that  a  distinct  assurance  had  been 
given  by  the  Emperor  Alexander  to  Buo- 
naparte, respecting  the  tenoor.of  that 
Treaty,  he  did  not  think  it  was  any  longer 
a  subject  to  which  this  country  ought  to 
hesitate  to  lend  its  approbation.  The 
arrangement,  as  he  had  stated  formerly, 
was  not  one  of  his  making ;  at  the  time 
when  he  first  saw  it,  it  had  assumed  a  very 
grave  and  serious,  if  not  a  conclusive 
shape;  and,  if  it  had  been  rejected,  it 
would  have  been  the  means  of  placiy 
the  Allies  in  the  most  odious  light.  He 
was  convinced  that  if  socM  counsels  had 
been  adopted,  there  was  not  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Allied  Powers  who  would 
have  ventured  to  look  such  a  calamity  in 
the  face.  But  what  was  the  real  footing 
on  which  this  question  now  stood  ?  If  the 
hon.  member  complained  of  the  conduct 
of  foreign  states,  he  (lord  C.)  must  enter 
bis  protest  against  being  bound  to  answer 
for  that  conduct,  or  that  ministers  should 
be  obliged  to  make  that  justification  for 
them  which  they  could  make  for  them- 
selves were  they  here.  It  was  not  right 
that  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  should  be 
employed  to  blacken  the  conduct  of  those 
Powers  with  whom  we  were  in  alliance. 
He  trusted  that  that  new  principle  of 
logic  lately  introduced  would  not  be  gene- 
rally adopted;  namely,  that  any  thing 
which  might  be  asserted  by  a  French 
general  should  be  deemed  conclusive, 
unless  the  French  Government  should 
think  proper  to  contradict  it.  Conclusions 
were  drawn  from  late  transactions  which 
could  not  be  deduced  on  any  foundation 
from  the  conduct  of  the  Allied  Powers. 
The  good  faith  of  this  country  had  been 
in  no  degree  violated.  The  British  Go- 
▼ernment  had  not  even  eone  to  the  extent 
of  guaranteeing  the  stipulations  in  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleao,  respecting  the 
territorial  arrangements ;  it  was,  therefore, 
perfectly  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  any 
justification  on  their  account.  From  the 
time  Buonaparte  withdrew  from  Elba,  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainblean  had  ceased  to 
«Kiit.  The  arrangementi  respecting  Maria 


Louisa  were  arrangements  of  pure  ffene* 
rosity,  and  could  not  be  considered  as  a 
claim  of  right.  From  the  moment  when 
Buonaparte  reclaimed  the  throne  of  FVancei 
from  that  moment  the  Treaty  of  Fontain« 
blean  had  ceased  to  have  any  obligation  • 
in  any  of  its  bearings  or  relations.  Great 
Britam,  was,  however,  answerable  for 
nothing  more  than  giving  facilities  to 
Buonaparte  for  occupying  those  territorial 
possessions  which  had  been  granted  to 
him,  and  as  to  the  rest  those  parties  must 
be  answerable  who  were  accessory  to  tha 
acts.  He  would  not  deny  that  there  had 
been  plans  in  agitation  respecting  somo 
change  in  the  territories  allotted  to  Marim 
Louisa;  but  these  were  subjects  connected 
with  the  occupation  of  those  duchies, 
which  made  it  a  question  whether  it  would 
not  have  been  wise  on  her  part  to  accept 
an  equivalent  for  them ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  residence  of  the  Empress  at  Vienna 
instead  of  attending  Buonaparte  to  Elba, 
that  was  a  point  which  depended  solely 
upon  her  own  choice.  There  was  nothing 
on  the  face  of  the  Treaty  which  placed 
the  Allies  in  a  situation  to  watch  Boona* 
parte.  It  only  authorised  them  to  grant 
him  a  free  escort  from  France.  His  lord* 
ship  denied  that  any  such  project  had 
ever  been  indulged  by  Congress  as  send- 
ing Buonaparte  to  St.  Helena  or  to  St. 
Lucie;  on  the  contrary ,  he  had  done 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  procure  th» 
exact  fulfilment  of  the  Treaty,  that  no 
ground  of  cavil  might  be  afforded ;  and 
even  so  late  as  his  passage  through  Paris, 
on  his  return  to  j^gland,  be  had  repre* 
sented  to  the  French  Government  the  ne- 
cessity of  paying  the  sum  stipulated  in  the 
Treaty  to  Buonaparte.  Upon  the  ques- 
tion of  what  precautions  this  country  had 
used  to  prevent  the  escape  of  Buonaparte, 
be  had  no  objection  to  state,  that  although 
(;onjactures  might  be  indulged  as  to  the 
designs  of  Buonaparte,  (with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Playfair's  statement),  it  never  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  ministers  that  any' 
deliberate  design  of  escape  was  on  foot ; 
and,  therefore,  even  had  they  been  prac- 
ticable, no  additional  precautions  had  been 
adopted.  It  seemed  to  him  perfectly  idle 
to  talk  of  any  other  security  than  one— 
that  security  to  which  every  rational  man 
in  this  country  looked  for,  the  preservation 
of  the  family  of  Bourbon,  and  for  the 
continued  banishment  of  Buonaparte  from 
France.  That  security  wu  the  general 
sentiment  of  the  French  people,  and  even 
of  the  amy«  exproased  most  ontquivocallj 
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it  not  a  strong  arsument  for  increased 
vigiUnpe  on  their  side  ? 

How,  if  be  bad  at  all  established  the 
fact«  that,  under  the  Treaty  of  Fontain* 
bleao,  we  bad  a  Jright  to  watch  Baona- 
part6;  and  if  that  individual  bad  suc- 
ceeded to  the  utmost  of  his  hopes  and 
wishes,  in  again  placing  himself  on  the 
throne  of  France,  he  conceived  that  a 
sufficient  case  was  made  out,  to  induce  the 
House  to  inquire  whether  every  necessary 
precaution  had  been  taken  by  his  Ma-, 
jesty's  ministers  to  prevent  the  occurrence 
of  this  event.  The  (ion.  and  learned 
gentleman  ridiculed  the  argument  which 
had  been  made  use  of  by  the  noble  lordj 
*'  that  the  whole  navy  of  England  could 
sot  hermetically  seal  >  up  the  island  of 
Elba."  Was  it  just  reasoning  to  say, 
"  because  we  cannot  hermetically  seal  up 
this  island,  we  ought,  therefore,  to  have 
no  watch  upon  it  ?"  English  vessels 
might  have  gone  every  day  into  the  Elbese 
ports;  and,  if  that  privilege  were  refused, 
our  cruisers  might  have  applied  for  infer* 
niatlon  to  the  ships  of  those  Powers  that 
were  admitted,  it  was  said,  that  France 
should  have  watched  Buonaparte.  But,  if 
the  Government  of  that  country  did  not 
choose  to  do  so»  we  had  sufficient  inte- 
jrest  at  stake  to  impel  us  to  look  towards 
him  with  jealous  vigilance.  Besides,  if 
the  French  Government  had  sent  out  ves* 
gels  for  that  purpose,  the  loyalty  of  their 
crews  would  bare  been  put  to  a  very 
severe  test;  and  it  was  very  probable 
that  Buonaparte  would  have  escaped.  It 
was  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  House 
fihould  know  what  instructions  had  been 
jgiven  to  our  naval  commanders,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Elba— what  informa- 
tion ministers  had  received  with  respect 
to  the  intended  project  of  Buonaparte— 
and  the  precautionary  steps  which  they 
took  in  consequence  thereof.  And  here 
he  must  observe,  that  he  totally  con- 
.'temned  th^  trash  published  by  a  person 
of  the  name  of  Playfair,  which  he  con- 
ceived to  be  altogether  unworthy  of 
notice;  but,  he  believed,  that  ministers 
had,  on  a  variety  of  occasions,  received 
information,  which  ought  to  have  excited 
the  utmost  exertion  of  their  vigilance.  It 
was  right  that  the  House  and  the  public 
should  know  whether  they  had  performed 
their  duty  properly,  aye  or  no;  and  for 
that  purpose  it  was  expedient  that  they 
should  be  furnished  with  the  most  exten- 
>ive  information.  The  hon.  and  learned 
gentleman  concluded  by  moving. 
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1.  **  That  an  bumble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  his  royal  highness  ^the  Prince 
Regent,  that  be  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  copies  or  extracts,  or  substance 
of  any  instructions  which  may  have  been 
given  .by  his  Majesty's  Government  to 
any  of  his  Majesty's  naval  commanders^ 
respecting  Napoleon  Buonaparte  and  the 
island  of  Elba. 

2.  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  bis  royal  highness^  the  Prince 
Regent,  that  he  will  be  graciously  pleased 
to  give  directions  that  there  be  laid  before 
this  House,  copies  or  extracts,  or  sab- 
st^nce  of  any  information  which  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  may  have  received 
respecting  the  design  of  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte to  escape  from  the  island  of  Elba, 
together  with  the  date  of  the  reception  of 
the  said  information.^ 

Lord  C^silercagh  said,  that  with  respect 
to  that  part  of  the  hon.  member's  speech^ 
w^ich  related  to  the  alleged  violation  of 
the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau, .  it  was  su6&- 
cient  to  observe,  that  Buonaparte,  at  the 
time  he  quitted  the  island  of  Elba,  did 
not  complain  of  any  breach  of  that  Treaty* 
That  individual  took  a  more  dignified 
course — a  course,  at  least,  more  worthy 
of  his  character.  He  put  his  proceeding 
on  this  broad  ground,  that  he  withdrew 
from  France  for  a  temporary  purpose,  and 
that  he  had  returned  to  claim  his  indubi- 
table right  to  the  throne,  of  that  country. 
Latterly,  however,  he  had  set  up  the  plea 
of  breach  of  treaty.  The  hints  on  that 
point,  be  had  received  in  the  course  of 
the  discussionsi  to  which  recent  events  had 
given  rise ;  and  certainly  a  very  copioua 
brief  was  afterwards  sent  into  this  country, 
the  composition  of  Mens.  Caulaincourtj  in 
which  the  argument  of  breach  of  treaty 
was  pushed  to  its  utmost  extent.  The 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman,  and  those 
with  whom  be  acted,  were  always  either 
too  early  or  too  late,  in  the  moment  which 
they  selected  for  the  discussion  of  public 
questions.  Notbingappeared  so  abhorrent 
to  their  nature,  as  to  discuss  a  measure,  at 
the  period  when  it  ought  to  be  entertained. 
The  wisdom  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleaa 
they  were  fully  prepared  to  argue  against 
at  the  time ;  and  they  were  equally  pre- 
pared now  to  arraign  the  conduct  and  acts 
of  the  Congress,  although  that  transaction 
was  not  at  present  in  a  state  in  which  it 
could  be  argued.  But  the  honourable 
member  wished  to  know  whether  this 
Treaty  was  a  meuur«  to  which  hif  Mt^ 
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jetty'i  mtnUten  hid  made  ibemselTes  a 
party.  He  would  aay  for  himself,  that  the 
moment  he  (lord  C.)  was  hroog^bt  to  look 
at  that  qveition,  he  was  coa?inced  that 
the  arrangement  could  not  be  otherwise 
than  carried  into  effect,  without  flying  in 
the  face  of  the  Government  of  France ; 
and  that  it  was  perfectly  impossible  for 
this  country  to  hate  opposed  eten  a  feeble 
resistance  to  it  at  that  period.  When  he 
found  that  a  distinct  assurance  had  been 
given  by  the  Emperor  Alexander  to  Boo* 
iNipart6,  respecting  the  tenour.of  that 
Treaty,  he  did  not  think  it  was  any  longer 
a  subject  to  which  this  country  ought  to 
hesitate  to  lend  its  approbation.  The 
arrangement,  as  he  had  stated  formerly, 
was  not  one  of  his  making;  at  the  time 
when  he  first  saw  it,  it  had  assumed  a  very 
grave  and  serious,  if  not  a  conclusive 
shape;  and,  if  it  had  been  rejected,  it 
would  have  been  the  means  of  placjM 
the  Allies  in  the  most  odious  light,  m 
was  convinced  that  if  such  counsels  bad 
been  adopted,  there  was  not  one  of  the 
ministers  of  the  Allied  Powers  who  would 
have  ventured  to  look  such  a  calamity  in 
the  face.  But  what  was  the  real  footing 
on  which  this  question  now  stood  ^  If  the 
boD.  member  complained  of  the  conduct 
of  foreign  states,  he  (lord  C.)  must  enter 
bis  protest  against  being  bound  to  answer 
for  that  conduct,  or  that  ministers  should 
be  obliged  to  make  that  justification  for 
them  which  they  could  make  for  them- 
selves  were  they  here.  It  was  not  right 
that  the  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  should  be 
employed  to  blacken  the  conduct  of  those 
Powers  with  whom  we  were  in  alliance. 
He  trusted  that  that  new  principle  of 
logic  lately  introduced  would  not  be  gene* 
rally  adopted;  namely,  that  any  thing 
which  might  be  asserted  by  a  French 
general  should  be  deemed  conclusive, 
unless  the  French  Government  should 
think  proper  to  contradict  it.  Conclusions 
were  drawn  from  late  transactions  which 
coohl  not  be  deduced  on  any  foundation 
from  the  conduct  of  the  Allied  Powers. 
The  good  faith  of  this  country  had  been 
in  no  degree  violated.  The  British  Go- 
vernment had  not  even  sone  to  the  extent 
of  guaranteeing  the  stipulations  in  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleau,  respecting  the 
territorial  arrangements;  it wu,  therefore, 
perfectly  unnecessary  to  enter  upon  any 
justification  on  their  account.  From  the 
time  Buonaparte  withdrew  from  Elba,  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  had  ceased  to 
cstiai.  The  arraogemeola  respecting 


Louisa  were  arrangements  of  pure  gene« 
rosity,  and  could  not  be  considered  as  a 
claim  of  right.  From  the  moment  when 
Buonaparte  reclaimed  the  throne  of  France, 
from  that  moment  the  Treaty  of  Fentain- 
bleau  had  ceased,  to  have  any  obligation • 
in  any  of  its  bearings  or  relations.  Great 
Britain,  was,  however,  answerable  for 
nothing  more  than  giving  facilities  to 
Buonaparte  for  occupying  those  territorial 
possessions  which  had  been  granted  to 
him,  and  as  to  the  rest  those  parties  must 
be  answerable  who  were  accessory  to  tho 
acts.  He  would  not  deny  that  there  had 
been  plans  in  agitation  respecting  some 
change  in  the  territories  allotted  to  Maria 
Louisa;  but  these  were  subjects  connected 
with  the  occupation  of  those  duchies, 
which  made  it  a  question  whether  it  would 
not  have  been  wise  on  her  part  to  accept 
an  equivalent  for  them ;  and  with  regard 
to  the  residence  of  the  Empress  at  Vienna 
instead  of  attending  Boonsparti  to  Elba* 
that  was  a  point  which  depended  solely 
upon  her  own  choice.  There  was  nothing 
on  the  face  of  the  Treaty  which  placed 
the  Allies  in  a  situation  to  watch  Boona* 
parte.  It  only  authorised  them  to  grant 
him  a  free  escort  from  France.  His  lord- 
ship denied  that  any  such  project  had 
ever  been  indulged  by  Congress  as  send- 
ing Buonaparte  to  St.  Helena  or  to  St. 
Lucie;  on  the  contrary,  he  had  done 
every  thing  in  his  power  to  procure  the 
exact  fulfilment  of  the  Treaty,  that  no 
ground  of  cavil  might  be  afforded ;  and 
even  so  late  as  his  passage  through  Paris, 
on  his  return  to  l^gland,  be  had  repre- 
sented to  the  French  Government  the  ne- 
cessity of  paying  the  sum  stipulated  in  the 
Treaty  to  Buonaparte.  Upon  the  ques- 
tion of  what  precautions  this  country  had 
used  to  prevent  the  escape  of  Buonaparte, 
be  had  no  objection  to  state,  that  although 
conjectures  might  be  indulged  as  to  the 
designs  of  Buonaparte,  (with  the  exceptioa 
of  Mr.  Play  fair's  statement],  it  never  came 
to  the  knowledge  of  ministers  that  any' 
deliberate  design  of  escape  was  on  foot ; 
and,  therefore,  even  had  they  been  prac- 
ticable, no  additional  precautions  had  been 
adopted.  It  seemed  to  him  perfectly  idle 
to  talk  of  any  other  security  than  one— 
that  security  to  which  every  rational  man 
in  this  country  looked  for,  the  preservation 
of  the  family  of  Bourbon,  and  for  the 
continued  banishment  of  Buonaparte  from 
France.  That  security  was  the  general 
sentiment  of  the  French  people,  and  even 
of  the  arflsy*  expressed  most  nntquivocally 
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on  Iba  arrival  of  iheir  legiiimate  SavereigB. 
It  was  DOl  to  be  believed  that  tbe  lame 
nation  tbat  bad  so  cordially  bailed- tbe 
^ng  witbia  w  short  a  period,  tvoold 
restore  tbat  man  whom  tbey  had  expelled 
aa  a  tyraDt»  and  sobnit  their  necks  to  that 
yoke  which  they  had  detilared  was  so  io« 
tolerable.  On  tbat  broad  grovod  be  jas- 
tified  tbe  Treaty  of  Footainbleaii,  and  the 
sle|>s  tbat  bad  been  token  to  carry  il  into 
execotion.  As  to  any  negligence  in  not 
properly  seeoriog  tbe  person  of  Boona- 
part6,  the  Hoose  most  be  sensible  tbat  it 
was  not  practicable  to  draw  a  naval  eardom 
round  the  island  of  Elba.  Certainly,  it 
was  in  the  power  of  this  Government  to 
station  maoy  cruiaera  around  the  island ; 
bat  if  the  only  advanUge  to  be  derived 
from  SQCh  an  extraordinary  expense  was 
tbe  diiference  between  the  landing  of 
Buonapart6  with  his  small  force  of  guards^ 
Of  aloncj  which  could  not  be  prevented  by 
any  exertions  on  our  part,  be  admitted 
th^t  no  such  vigilance  existed  pn  the  part 
of  the  Government,  and  no  such  instruc- 
tions had  been  given  to  tbe  naval  officers 
in  tbe  Mediterranean.  With  regard  to 
the  information  which  had  been  given  to 
the  Government  as  to  tbe  intended  escape 
of  Buonaparte,  it  bad  been  of  so  general 
and  vagae  a  nature,  that  they  had  not 
thought  themselves  called  on  to  take  any 
ateps  in  consequence  of  it.  He  thought 
no  presumptive  case  had  been  made  out 
against  bis  Majesty's  Government:  tbe 
events  which  bad  taken  place  were  not 
reasonably  to  be  apprehended.  If  those 
events  had  been  apprehended  more  than 
tbey  were,  tbe  existence  of  the  Govern- 
ment  of  France  would  have  been  trusted 
to  its  own  strength,  and  not  to  any  police 
regulations  adopted  by  a  foreign  power. 
What  would  have  been  said  by  the  hon. 
and  learned  mover,  if  a  large  item  had 
been  placed  in  tbe  estimates  for  a.  naval 
police  around  Elba,  while  Buonaparte 
might  have  laughed  us  to  scorn,  as  he 
would  have  been  perfectly  able  to  have 
4BScaped  at  any  time,  either  in  a  merchant 
vessel  of  the  island,  or  even  in  bis  own 
abip?  Tbe  charge  brought  against  the 
Government  for  want  of  foreaight,  was  an 
af^r«discovery  of  tbe  bon.  and  learned 
gentleman.  The  gentlemen  on  tbe  oppo- 
aite  sid^  of  tbe  House  bad  been  more^ 
liberal  of  their  approbation  on  tbe  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  and  the  Convention  of 
Paris  than  those  who  formed  them;  and 
now  tbey  attempted,  by  taking  advantage 
pf  e^triordinary  and  unforeseen  erentSy  to 
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throw  odium  on  the  Government  A<  tbe 
return  to  the  Address,  if  granted,  wonld 
be  NS^*,  and  as  the  only  object  would  bo- to 
throw  an  undeserved  censure  on  the  Go* 
vernment,  be  waa  confident  tbat  the  good 
sense  of  the  House  would  iMooe  them  to 
give  the  motion  a  direct  negative. 

Mr.  EUioi  lamented  the  unhappy  pre* 
dicament  in  which  tbe  country  bad  been 
placed  by  the  extraordinary  events  whick 
bad  so  unexpectedly  taken  place.  He 
conaidered  tbat  tbe  first  duty  of  tbe  Houae^ 
under  existing  oircumsianoes,  waa  ta 
strengthen  the  bands  of  tbe  Executive 
Government,  in  order  tbat  tbe  evils  hy 
which  we  were  threatened  night  be 
avoided  as  much  as  possible;  ^t  tbia 
done,  he  thought  tbe  House  was  bound  to 
inquire,  by  whose  conduct  we  Imd  been 
placed  in  this  perilous  aitoation,  and  to 
examine  into  tbe  circumitances  vrhicb  led 
to  tbe  frustration  of  those  flattering  hopes, 
whkh  two  months  ago  had  been  so  fondly 
entertained.  He  bad  listened  witb  atten- 
tion to  the  speech  of  bis  noble  friend ;  but 
he  coofossed,  tbe  explanation  be  bad 
heard  had  not  at  all  solved  tbe  doobta  he 
entertained  upon  tliis  sofaject*  or  exta* 
nuated  the  conduct  of  hia  Majesty'a  Go<* 
vernment.  After  tbe  negociations  at  Cba- 
tillon,  it  was  declared  by  the  Allies,  thaa 
it  was  impossible  to  enter  into  any  rela* 
tions  of  peace  or  amity  witb  tbe  indivi* 
dual  who  then  presided  over  the  Govern* 
ment  of  France.  The  first  object  to  bo 
obtained  after  this  declaration  was  hia 
exclusion  from  tbat  Government;  end  if 
this  was  so>  it  was  natural  to  conclude  tbat 
it  was  in  the  contemplation  of  the  AUiea  to 
get  him  into  their  power,  so  as  to  prerent 
bis  regaining  so  formidable  a  situation.  It 
was  said,  that  this  was  a  measure  to  which 
his  Majesty's  Government  had  given  no 
previous  consent.  He  would  ask,  had  we 
no  diplomatic  agent  with  tbe  army  at  the 
period  when  the  Treaty  of  Fontainblean 
was  concluded  ?  What  had  become  of  lord 
Cathcart?  Had  be  no  instructions  upon 
this  subject  ?  Did  he,  or  did  he  not,  assist 
in  forming  the  Treaty ;  and  if  not,  did  he 
protest  against  it?  If  he  did,  it  was  formed 
in  utter  defiance  of  tbe  British  minister. 
[Lord  Castlereagh  here  said  across  the 
table,  tbat  lord  Cathcart  was  not  present.! 
Then  (continued  Mr.  Elliot)  it  appeared 
tbat  there  was  no  minister  witb  tbat  taK 
portent  department  of  the  army  at  4bat 
crisis  of  affiiirs;  when  the  peace  and 
safety  of  Europe  wu  to  be  restored,  tbere 
waa  no  diplomatic  agent  wbatovoi  preacna 
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upon  the  ptrl  of  Gmt-BrilaiDj  u  urge  its 
rightt  or  protect  iti  iaterests.  This  fact 
olone»  In  hli  opudoB,  establiAed  tbe 
•trongtii  CMO  of  ntgloct  agMMl  hit  Ma* 
jcft^'f  GoTcrtiiiMiit»«iiTbo  Dozt  qoottion 
whicb  prtaentod  ittolf  waaaa^to  ibo  policy 
of  tbii  meiaoiOt  II  waa  acid  that  Boona- 
partft^  at  the  tioio  of  Iho  Treat  v  being  con- 
cluded, waa  in  very  formidable  atrengtb. 
Wbat  waa  tbe  Imi?  wby,  ibe  Alliei  were 
•i  tbe  bead  of  an  army  of  140^000  men« 
wbile  Boonaport4«  at  moat,  had  bot  30  or 
40^000  men.  It  might  be  urged  that  be 
had  an  amy  in  Oeraaany  and  in  tbe 
fbrtmaea^  hot  hit  ^itpoaabie  atrengtb  cer* 
taittly  did  not  oacoeo  tbe  namber  be  bad 
elated.  And  with  raapect  to  the  army  in 
South  of  Ffanoe»  it  wm  onlv  neceamry  to 
lemark,  that  the  doke  of  Wellington  waa 
thero  with  an  army  which  had  been  vic- 
tarioua  bejfond  parallel.  There  waa  an- 
other opinien»  however,  upon  this  aobiect, 
end  that  waa,  thai  the  coodnet  of  Boona* 
parti  himaelf  wta  not  of  aoch  n  nadnre,  ai 
to  wammt  m  belief  in  hia  profcaaiona.  It 
ceold  not  be  believed,  that  m  man,  who 
Imd  aaerdlemly  led  hondreda  of  thouaanda 
of  hia  Gountryaaen  to  perish  under  tbe 
analerity  of  u  ttnarian  climate,  would  have 
tomed  with  horror  ftom  new  afllictiooa, 
to  be  beeped  on  hia  countrymen  at  home. 
It  waa  lalt,  that  in  hia  Inordinate  pursuit  of 
power,  he  cared  not  wbat  principles  of 
humanity  or  of  bonoor  be  overleaped. 
,  This  it  waa  which  led  to  hia  destination 
ibr  £lba-.-and  hence  the  policy  of  that 
destiny  would  not  stand  for  a  moment ; 
for  when  tbe  asoeodancy  which  be  bad 
over  the  ermy  be  bad  commanded  wm 
considersd,  he  wfiuld  a^k»  where  was  tb^ 

Slicy  of  placing  him  in  an  island  in  the 
editerranean,  in  direct  communication 
with  those  countries.  Prance  and  Italy, 
which  were  most  liable  to  the  tnflo- 
ence  of  his  arguments  and  persuasions  ?— 
With  r«ftp«>ct  to  tbe  latter  part  of  bis  bon. 
friend's  motion.  nam<*ly,  the  precautions 
which  had  been  taken  to  prevent  tbe 
carape  of  Buonaparte  from  Elba,  be 
thought  there  had  been  quite  enough 
establiahed  to  pro?e  that  it  waa  tmpomible 
Ibr  the  neceasary  vigilance  to  have  been 
adopted.  He  would  ask,  in  what  capa 
dtv  colonel  Campbell  was  employed  in 
Blba^  Waa  it  diplomatic  ?  Wasitcon- 
MentlaU— [Lord  Castlereagh  acrom  the 
table—^  Hia  situation  was  cooOdentlal.'] 
Then  (eontinned  Mr.  Elliot),  if  it  waa 
conidentkl,  he  must  have  had  opportu- 
lMaa.#f  uemmmiifaafaig  to  hia  Mi|)eaty'a 


Government  such  ffet^eral  information  us 
ought  to  have  pot  them  upon  their  guard. 
So  for  were  they»  however,  from  adopting 
even  any  ordinary  precaution,  that  it 
appeared  Buonaparte  was  at  sea  three 
dkiys,  half  a  day  completely  becalmed, 
and  in  such  a  situation  that  he  might  have 
been  Intercepted  by  a  couple  of  English 
frigates.  Here,  theoi  was  such  a  coon 
plete  absence  of  all  precaution,  that  he 
Celt  it  hia  duty  to  vote  for  the  motion  of 
hb  bon.  friend,  not  so  much  for  the  sake 
of  asking  for  information,  as  fbr  the  pur- 
pose of  conveying  a  positive  censure 
against  his  Majesty's  ministers. 

Mr.  jnnfdrrsrA  DcugUm  said,  that  the 
opinions  which  had  been  delivered  in  that 
Houae  that  night,  reminded  him  of  an  old 
nmziaB,  the  truth  of  whicb  was  manifest 
on  this  occasion,  namely,  ^^  that  nothing 
was  so  hard  as  to  give  wise  council  before 
an  event,  nor  so  eaay  u  to  make  wise  re- 
flections after  it.''    Those  gentlemen  who 
had  ao  apontaneously  subscribed  to  all 
that  ^  had  been  done  some  months  back, 
and  who  had  never  thought  of  questioning 
the  wisdom  of  the  conduct  which  had 
been  pursued,  now  exhibited  the  utmost 
anxiety  to  condemn  circumstances  which 
they  had  never  themselves  contemplated, 
but  whicb,  now  that  they  bad  taken  place, 
they  pronooqced  the  most  natural  occur* 
rences  possible,  and  such  u  might  have 
been  foreseen  by  the  most  shallow  poK« 
ticians.      He  wa*s  aware  how  difficult  it 
was  to  bear  up   by  abstract  reasoning 
against   the   want  of  success;    yet  he 
thought,  under  all  the  circumstances  tbe 
Treaty  of  Fomainbleau  was  capable  of 
the  dearest  justification.     His  bon.  friend 
who  bad  just  sat  down  had  stated,  that  at 
the  time  of  signing  this  Treaty,  Buona- 
pari4  had   bot   30  or''  4O,000  men.      It 
should  be  recollected,  however,  that  these 
men  consisted  of  the  old  guards,  who  bad 
had  accompanied  him  in  all  his  victories, 
and  who  tioutd  have  shed  the  last  drop 
of  their  blood  in  defence  of  their  leader. 
Against  such  a  force  it  would  not  have 
been  wise  to  have  risked  a  continuance 
of  war— the  result  would  have  been  by 
no  means  certain,  for   these  men,  re- 
freshed by  despair,  would  have  fought 
with  a  detertuination  which  could    not 
have  been  withstood.    What  would  the 
House  have  said,  if  ministers  had  called 
upon  the  country  to  lavish  more  blood 
and  treasure  in  a  personal  animosity  ?  If 
the  TreatT  of  Fontainblean  had  not  been 
eonchdeo  nt  the  moment,  the^soldterr 
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might  have  obliged  their  commanders  to 
retract  their  engagements ;  and  it  would 
have  been  a  mo»t  extraordinary  thing,  if 
we  had  chosen  to  dissolve  the  union  of 
the  Allies.  As  to  the  Empress  and  Her 
son  not  being  allowed  to  join  Boonapart6 
in  the  island  of  Elba,  he  begged  to  re- 
mind the  House  that  there  was  a  clause  in 
the  Treaty  for  granting  passports  to  those 
who  wished  to  accompany  him  ;  but  the 
fact  was,  that  she  refused  to  go  with  him. 
To  say  t^at  he  was  deprived  of  domestic 
comforts,  was  perfectly  ridiculous,  when 
we  considered  his  character  and  circom- 
atances,  and  that  he  had  another  wife  liv- 
ing when  he  married  the  Archduchess  of 
Austrin.  With  respect  to  the  stipulations 
fior  certain  suras  to  be  paid  to  Buonaparte 
and  his  family,  the  House  should  re* 
■lember  that  a  payment  had  been  made 
to  the  duchess  of  St.  Leu,  and  the  other 

Sortions  would  have  been  paid  when  they 
ecame  due,  if  he  had  not  violated  his 
engagements.  In  regard  to  the  propo- 
sition said  to  have  been  made  at  Congress, 
for  removing  Buonaparte  to  St.  Helena, 
if  he  understood  the  noble  lord,  no  men- 
tion was  made  at  Congress  of  that  island ; 
mnd  he  believed  that  tbe-whole  of  Buona- 
parte's suspicions  on  that  head  arose  from 
a  paragraph  in  an  English  newspaper, 
which  suggested  that  he  ought  to  be  re- 
moved thither.  His  flagrant  violation  of 
the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  must  remove 
%li  doubts,  if  we  ever  entertained  anv 
doubts,  as  to  the  sincerity  of  bis  6ne  pro- 
clamations, and  teach  the  French  people 
bow  little  confidence  could  be  reposed  in 
his  splendid  professions  on  the  subject  of 
liberty.  These  prof^fessions,  and  his  boasted 
charters,  were  aptly  characterised  in  the 
words  of  a  great  historian :  "  speciosa 
Terbis,  re  inania,  aut  subdola :  quant6que 
majore  libertalis  imagine  tegebantur  tanto 
eruptura  ad  infensius  servitium.'' 

Mr.  Hobiiuon  entered  into  a  description 
of  the  movements  of  the  Allied  army,  and 
that  of  the  army  of  Buonaparte,  on  the 
approach  to  Paris,  for  the  purpose  of 
•bowing  that  it  was  impossible  for  lord 
Castlereagh  to  have  been  with  the  ad- 
vanced division  of  the  Grand  Army  at  the 
time  of  the  signing  of  the  Treaty  of  Fon» 
tainbleao.  The  absence  of  bis  noble 
friend  at  the  time  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  was  not  a  matter 
of  choice,  but  «rose  from  the  singular 
operations  of  the  campaign.  He  was 
separated  from  the  emperor  Alexander 
by  a  moTcment  of  the  army,  and  as  be 


could  not  delegate  any  authority  to  nny 
other  agents  no  possible  blame  could  at- 
tach to  him.     The  hon.  gentleman  ob- 
served, that  h<%  could  make  allowances  for 
for  the  high-coloured  and  distorted  vievr 
which  the  hon.  gentlemen  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  House  were  disposed  to  take  of 
the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's  ministers  ; 
but  be  had  no  doubt,  when  the  House  exa- 
mined dispassionately  all  that  bad  taken 
place  on  this  subject,  that  they  would  be 
disposed  to  believe  there  was  no  groaad 
whatever  for  the  censures  which  had  been 
uttered  against  them.    With  regard   to 
the  general  question,  he  could  not  agree 
that  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  was  im- 
provident. •  The  means  which  Buonaparte 
possessed  were  much  more  considerable 
than  gentlemen  were  disposed  to  think, 
and  there  was  no  defection  in  bis  army 
till  the  5th  of  April.    It  was  the' duly  of 
the  Allies  to  consult  what  appeared  to  bo 
the  feelings  of  the  French  tbemselvea; 
and  nothing  would  have  tended  so  much 
to  consolidate  the  power  of  Baonaparte  as 
to  have  shown  a  total  disregard  to  what 
the  senate  conceived  to  be  the  interests  of 
France.    It  was  of  extreme  importance' 
to  consider  that  the  Treaty  was  concluded 
on  the  part  of  Buonaparte  by  some  of  his 
roost  distinguished  officers;     and  when 
there  was  an   opportunity  of  restoring 
tranquillity  to  France  without  shedding 
more  blood,  surely  it  was  prudent  and 
politic  to  adopt  that  arrangement.' 

Mr.  J'onionby  said,  that  the  motion  of 
his  hon.  friend  was  not  made  for  the  pur- 
pose of  determining  whether  the  Treaty 
of  Fontainbleau  was  wise  or  not,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  necessary  or  not ;  but  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  what  steps  had 
been  taken  after  the  Treaty  was  con- 
cluded, and  what  information  had  been 
received  by  his  Majesty's  Government,  as 
to  the  intended  violation  of  the  Treaty  on 
the  part  of  Buonaparte.  He  could  not 
help  observing  on  the  maxim  introduced 
by  an  hon.  gentleman.  That  nothing  was 
so  difficult  as  to  give  good  advice  before 
an  event,  and  nothing  so  easy  as  to  make 
wise  reflections  after.  He  did  not  find 
that  the  truth  of  this  maxim  had  been 
borne  out  by  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 
ministers,  who,  while  they  had'  not  given 
very  wise  advice  before  the  Treaty  of 
Fontainbleau,  had  certainly  not  given  any 
proof  of  wise  reflection  aner  it  was  con* 
eluded.  The  honourable  gentleman  had 
also  spoken  of  the  dangen  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  aoldien  of  Booiiepart(> 
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who  were  «  refreshed  bf  despair/  Now 
he  bad  read  in  one  of  the  Bnest  poets,  of 
Despair,  in  the  character  of  a  norse  at- 
tending the  sick«— 

« Busily 

**  From  couch  to  couch  Despair  attends  the 
sick/' 

But  he  did  not  know  that  the  sick  were 
much  refreshed  by  despair  (a  laugh}. 
It  had  been  stated,  that  ministers  had 
made  private  representations  to  the  Go- 
vernment of  France  respecting  the  per- 
formance of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau ; 
but  this  only  showed  their  opinion  that 
the  treaty  made  with  Buonapart6  had  not 
been  observed.  He  would  not  have  it 
understood  that  he  meant  to  justify  Na- 
poleon, but  it  was  clear  that  the  Treaty 
had  been  vioUied.  In  the  first  place  it 
:was  said  that  his  wife  was  not  disposed  to 
follow  him^  and  that  there  was  no  stipnla- 
in  the  Treaty  for  her  going :  but  was  there 
any  stipulation  to  deprive  him  of  the 
aociety  of  his  son  ?  To  withhold  his  oiT- 
apring  from  him,  and  to  deprive  him  of 
bis  rights,  was  a  direct,  manifest,  and 
palpable  violation  of  the  Treaty.  The 
noble  lord  had  said,  that  if  any  agree- 
ment had  been  made  to  induce  the  em- 
press and  her  aoa  to  part  with  Parma  and 
Fiacentia,  it  was  on  the  ground  of  an 
adequate  consent.  But  where  could  there 
be  an  adequate  consent?  Such  consent 
could  be  given  by  Buonaparte  only,  for 
it  was  clear  that  an  infant  could  not  con- 
aent*  The  Allies  had,  therefore,  mani- 
fested great  want  of  judgment,  as  it  was 
their  duty  to  maintain  the  Treaty  with 
Napoleon,  and  not  to  furnish  him  with 
the  smallest  reason  for  cpmplaint.  The 
right  bon.  gentleman  professed  his  utter 
inability  to  comprehend  the  difficulty  of 
producing  the  instructions,  if  any,  whe- 
ther verbal  or  written,  which  it  was  said 
were  given  to  our  officer  off  Elba ;  or  if 
an  understandinff,  fts  it  was  called,  why 
that  understanding  was  not  capable  of 
•ome  description  in  words  to  satisfy  the 
motion  before  the  House,  and  if  it  was 
Ihe  duty  of  the  British  Government,  ac- 
cording to  its  guarantee,  to  secure  the 
performance  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau, 
It  was  obviously  incumbent  upon  that 
Government  to  be  on  the  watch  to  pre- 
vent the  return  of  Napoleon  Buonaparti 
to  France.  It  was  alleged  that  ministers 
bad  received  information  of  the  intentions 
of  Buonaparte ;  but  the  noble  lord  sUted 
jthal  nothinff  bad  ever  been  commoni- 
i;ated  upon  m  aubjecl  worth  attending  to. 


But  would  the  House  be  contented  with 
this  declaration  ?  The  minister  waa charged 
with  negligence  and  supine ness  in  per* 
mitting  the  escape  of  Buonaparte.  Hia 
learned  friend  moved  for  information 
received  as  to  the  intention  of  Boonapart^; 
and  the  noble  lord  simply  asserts,  that  no 
information  was  received  worthy  of  atteo* 
tion.  But  was  this  enough  to  satisfy  the 
House,  charged  as  ministers  were  with 
having  received  information,  of  which 
they  neglected  to  avail  themselves  ?  Let 
this  information,  which. the  noble  lord 
said  was  not  worth  attending  to,  be  pro- 
duced; and  then  the  House  would  be  fairly 
dealt  with,  and  be  able  to  form  a  correet 
judgment  upon  the  subject.  He  had  him- 
self heard  that  ministers  had  received  m 
variety  of  information  with  respect  to  tbo 
views  and  preparations  of  Buonapart& 
Among  other  comrannications,  be  waa 
told  that  a  foreign  minister  bad  semtt 
time  since  tranamitted  a  letter  to  his  M i^ 
jesty's  Government,  stating  that  he,  or  Um 
government  which  he  represented,  had 
reason  to  believe  that  Buonaparte  waa 
preparing  to  return  to  France^  and  that 
Joseph  Buonaparte  had  engaged  qnarten 
for  some  French  officers  who  were  to  co- 
operate in  the  project.  This  statement 
he  had  had  from  respectable  authority, 
and  he  should  be  glad  to  know  from  the 
noble  lord  whether  it  was  well  founded  ? 
[Lord  Castlereagh  answered  that  no  such 
communication  had  ever  been  received 
by  ministers].  Advertmg  to  the  charge 
of  the  noble  lord,  that  there  exuted  in 
some  gentlemen  a  disposition  to  distort 
facts,  and  an  aptitude  to  adopt  atatementa 
derogatory  to  the  honouiF  of  the  British 
Government  and  its  allies,  he  could  assure 
the  noble  lord  that  if  the  charge  were 
meant  for  him  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  be  should 
not  shrink  from  meeting  it,  or  hesitate  to 
repeat  what  he  had  before  said,  that  when 
the  conduct  of  Congress  should  come  to 
be  folly  diKussed,  it  would  appear  that 
in  the  transaction  respecting  Naples,  the 

S»licy,  honour,  and  character  of  Great 
ritain  had  been  more  committed  by  the 
noble  lord  than  by  any  other  minister,  on 
any  occasion  whatever.  An  hon.  and 
learned  friend  of  his  had  given  notice  of 
a  motion  upon  this  subject,  which  would 
afford  the  noble  lord  an  opportunity,  if  he 
should  think  fit,  to  offer  any  explanation  Ui 
his  power.  But  there  could  be  now  no 
doubt  that  war  had  commenced  between 
Austria  and  Naples;  and  it  was  equally 
nndoobtedf  that  that  war  waa  the  reanlt 
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of  .the  Tiolation  of  Ibose  engagetneDU 
which  this  country,  aa  well  as  Austria  and 
ifae  other  Allies,  were  pledged  to  observe. 
For  it  was  indispntable,  that  the  noble 
}ord  stood  as  soleoinly  pledged  to  the 
present  Sovereign  or  Naples,  by  the 
nature  of  bis  engagements,  as  if  he  had 
actually  subscribed  the  stipulations  of  a 
treaty  with  that  monarch. 

Mr.  Bathertt  thought  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  not  added  much  to  the 
arguments  which  had  previously  been 
heard  on  the  topics  which  formed  the 
aubject  of  bis  speech.  He  had  not  taken 
the  best  mode  of  establishing  his  own 
impartiality  by  taking  upon  himself  to 
assert  positively,  from  seeing  certain  in* 
•ulated  papers,  that  the  honour  of  his 
noble  friend,  and  of  the  country,  had 
been  committed  in  the  late  negociationt. 
It  might  have  been  as  well  if  the  right 
kon.  gentleman  had  waited  till  it  could 
bave  been  put  in  possession  of  the  state- 
inenta  on  both  sides  the  question.  He 
(Mr.  Bathurst),  without  meaning  any  dis- 
respect to  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  woold 
not  venture  on  an  answer  to  so  ridiculous 
an  assertion  (he  spoke  with  reference  to 
its  being  founded  on  partial  documents) 
hy  meeting  it  with  any  document  he 
might  have  seen,  but  woold  only  say, 
that  when  the  period  arrived  at  which 
the  subject  could  t>e  properly  discussed, 
neither  the  noble  lord,  nor  the  friends  of 
the  noble  lord,  would  shrink  from  the 
inquiry,  and  that  the  right  hon.  gentle- 
man would  not  be  able  to  prove  that 
the  honour  of  the  noble  lord,  or  of  the 
country  through  the  noble,  lord,  had  been 
compromised.  He  could  make  allow- 
ances for  the  feelings  of  the  right  hon. 
gentleman,  from  the  affliction  he  must 
undergo  at  the  contemplation  of  the  late 
events.  These,  he  apprehended,  in  the 
grief  which  they  caused  him,  led  liim 
hastily  to  censure  those  who  did  not  de- 
serve condemnation.  It  was  thus  he  ac- 
counted for  the  objections  which  had  been 
made  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman  to  the 
defence  which  had  been  set  up  for  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleau.  if  the  noble  lord, 
« from  unavoidable  circumstances,  could  not 
be  present  when  the  Treaty  was  concluded, 
be  contended  that  ministers  were  not 
bound  to  justify  the  nolicy  of  it,  however 
responsible  they  might  be  for  the  conse- 

?nences.  With  respect  to  the  duthies  of 
Wrma  and  Placentia,  if  any  change  bad 
been  made  in  the  arrangement  which  af- 
fected Ihem,  it  had  been  with  the  content 
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of  the  party  who  had  a  right  to  dispose 
of  tiiem.  it  was  not  Boonapart6/  bok 
Maria  Louisa  who  had  a  right  to  them. 
They  were  given  as  a  provision  for  her ; 
and  she,  with  respect  to  them,  had  a  right 
to  decide  for  her  son,  who  was  to  be  her 
successor,  and  who  was  tb  inherit  them 
through  her,  and  not  through  Buonapart£. 
The  case  woold  have  been  different  had 
the  object  in  discussion  been  the  island  of 
Elba,  which  had  been  ceded  to  Napoleon. 
The  good  faith  of  this  countrv  was  not 
afiecteil  by  the  non-payment  of  the  sums 
which  it  was  stipnlated  Buonaparte  should 
receive  from  France.  His  noble  friend, 
when  he  last  passed  through  Paris,  had 
recommended  it  to  the  French  Govern- 
ment to  paylhem.  He  had  not  vrged 
this  because  he  conceived  a  breach  of 
good  faith  to  have  actually  taken  place; 
but  understanding  it  was  likely  Boona- 
parti  might  be  in  want  of  money,  he  had 
used  his  good  offices  to  induce  the  French 
Government  to  expedite  the  payment  of 
the  sum  he  was  to  receive.  None  of  these 
grievances,  however,  had  been  urged  in 
the  first  proclamations  of  Buonaparte,  on 
his  landing  in  France.  They  had  all 
spoken  of  the  disappointment  of  the  hopes 
of  the  nation  by  the  re-Mtablishment  of 
the  Bourbons,  as  the  cause  of  his  return. 
It  was  not  till  it  might  be  presumed  that 
he,  had  seen  the  suggestions  thrown  out 
in  other  countries,  that  any  thing  like  a 
justification  of  his  condnct,  founded  on 
personal  injuries,  was  sent  forth.  It  was 
said  that  this  Government  ought  to  have 
prevented  his  flight;  but  how  was  this 
to  be  done  ?  He  did  not  think  it  conld  be 
effected  without  searching  every  ship  for 
him  that  sailed  from  Elba;  and  would 
not  the  exercise  of  such  a  power  hare  been 
incompatible  with  the  righu  of  a  sovereign 
prince  with  whom  we  were  not  at  war  ^ 
It  seemed  to  be  forgotten,  that  accordingf 
to  Buonaparte's  own  account  he  had  been 
stopped  on  his  voyage;  but  the  troops 
being  ordered  below,  there  was  nothing 
in  the  appearance  of  the  vessel  thai 
caused  suspicion  that  it  was  ether  than 
one  of  his  merchant  ships,  and  he  was 
sufiered  to  proceed.  His  preparations 
were  so  secretly  made,  that  even  general 
Beitrand  knew  little  or  nothing  of  them  ; 
and,  once  completed,  a  few  hours  served 
for  their  embarkation.  Colonel  Campbell 
had  attempted  lo  follow  him;  and  bad  he 
not  been  detained  by  a  calm,  if  satisfied 
that  Napoleon  bad  quitted  the  island  with 
the  views  he  then  had>  he  did  not.  hesitate 
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to  tay*  be  would  have  endeavoored  to  pre- 
vent tbetr  being  carried  into  efiect  by 
boslile  operationi.    Wben  tbe  gentlemen 
opposite  called  for  tbe  verbal  instructions 
whicb  had  been  given  to  tbe  oflBcers  in 
tbe  Mediterranean,  be  shoald  like  to  know 
what  verbal    instructions   they  were  of 
opinion  ooght  to  have  been  given  ?  Would 
they  have  atrictly  searched  every  ship 
leaving  Elba,  in  order  to  ascertain  tbe  in« 
dividual  was  not  there*  or  bow  would  they 
have  qualified  their  instructions  ?  He  con* 
tended  there  could  be  nothing  more  than 
an  understanding  that  he  should  be  stopped 
if  he  should  be  found  in  a  situation  which 
proved  it  was  bis  intention  to  violate  the 
Treaty.    It  was  therefore  impossible  to 
lay  before  the  House  instructions  which 
were  not  written,  whicb,  indeed,  were  not 
strictly  verbal,  but  which  were  under- 
stood*     He  concluded  by  saying,  that 
ministers    were   not  answerable  for  tbe 
escape  of  Buonaparte,  as  they  bad  neither 
the  right  nor  tbe  power  to  prevent  it. 

Sir  JamtM  Maekuuoik  said,  that  he  should 
not  undertake  to  decide  whether  any  thing 
substafeMially  new  bad  been,  or  could  be 
added  to  tbe  judicious  and  unezaggerated 
statement  of  his  bon.  and  learned  friend 
(Mr.  Abercrombic) ;  but  sure  he  was,  that 
whoever  were  to  know  the  excellent  speech 
of  his  learned  friend  only  from  the  answer 
which  had  been  attempted  to  it,  must  be 
totally  mistaken  in  its  purport  and  scope. 
The  question  was  not,  as  it  had  been  argued 
on  tbe  other  side,  whether  there  was  a  case 
for  the  conviction  of  ministers,  bet  whe- 
ther parliamentary  ground  was  laid  for 
inquiry  into  their  coMoct     On  the  ques- 
tion thus  stated,  he  reailv  could  scarcely 
tee  a-plausible  pretext  for  difference  of 
opinion.    Tbe  right  bon.  gentleman  (Mr« 
B.  Bathorst)  had  indeed  been  pleased  to 
chafge  the  representations  made  on  this 
sideof  tbe  House  of  the  miacbitvous  efiects 
of  this  fatal  error  with  exaggeration,  and 
bad  deigned  in  his  oeoerosity  to  say  that 
be  made  allowance  tor  the  feelings  of  his 
right  bon.  friend  (Mr*  £Uiot)^-so  much  dis- 
tinguished in  the  House  by  that  power  of 
coospressioD^  and  that  union  of  elegance, 
with  gravity  which  required  a  calm  as  well 
aa  a  comprehensive  understanding.    No 
Aan  wasmoretnaster  of  himself,  as  well  as 
of  his  audience ;  no  man  was  less  likely 
to  be  buffried  away  by  theimpetuoaity  of 
diaorderly  feelings.    How  bad  bis  ri^t 
boB^  friend  been  ao  onfertunute  aa  to  incur 
the.  inditlgeBce,  and  require  the  merciful 
conakkration  of  the  right  hoBr  gentleman} 
(V0L.ZX2L) 


Could  any  feeling  be  too  warm  for  the  case? 
Was  it  in  the  power  of  eloquence  to  mag« 
nify  tbe  evil  ?  Wars  which  had  raged  for 
25    years    throughout  Europe ;     which 
had   spread    blood   and   desolation  from 
Cadiz  to  Moscow,  and  from  Naples  to 
Copenhagen;  whicb  had  wasted  the  means 
of  human  enjoyment,  and  destroyed  tbe 
instruments  of  social  improvement ;  which 
threatened  to  diffuse  among  the  European- 
nations  the  dissolute  and  ferocious  habits  of 
a  predatory  soldiery ;  at  length,  by  one  of* 
those  vicissitudes  which  bid  defiance  to  the» 
foresight  of  man,  had  been  brought  to  a 
close,  upon  tbe  whole  happy  beyond  all 
reasonable  expectatioui  with  no  violent 
shock  to  national  independence,  with  some 
tolerable  compromise  between  tbeopiniona 
of  the  age  and  the  reverence  due  to  ancient 
institutions ;  with  no  too  signal  or  mortify* 
ing  triumph  over  the  legitimate  io'teresti- 
or  avowable  feelings  of  any  numerous  body* 
of  men,  and  above  all  without  those  reta- 
liations against  nations  or  parties  which 
beget  new  convulsions  often  as  bordble  as 
those  which  they  close,  and  perpettiate 
revenge  and  hatred  and  blood  from  age  !• 
age.    Europe  seemed  to  breathe  after  her 
sufferings.    In  the  midst  of  this  fair  pro* 
spect  and  of  these  consolatory  hopes,  Napo« 
leon  Buonapari^  escaped  from  Elba ;  three 
small  vesselsreached  the  coastof  Prcwence  ; 
their  hopes  are  instantly  dispelled,  the 
work  of  our  toil  and  fortitude  is  undone^ 
the  blood  of  Europe  is  spilt  in  vain->« 

Ibi  omnis  efiusus  labor ! 
We  had  now  to  commence  a  new  careef 
of  peril,  at  least  as  formidable  as  that  from 
which  we  had  fbndly  hoped  that  we  had 
been  for  ever  delivered.    Was  this  a  cas« 
of  which  it  was*  easy  to  exaggerate  the 
evils?  Could  his  right  bon.  friend  have 
felt  lukewarmly  on  such  a  subject  without 
throwing  doubu  on  tbe  sincerity  of  his  love 
for  bis  countryi  and  of  his  regard  for  tbe 
general  wellsre  of  longoharassed  Europe  ^ 
Surely  if  he  had  on  such  an  occasion 
deviated  from  the  usual  calm  dignity  of 
his  eloquence^  he  might  rather  be  praised 
than  excused.    And  wu  this  a  case  in 
which  tbe  House  would  refuse  to  inquire 
whether  tbemisconduct  of  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  bad  any  share  in  bringing 
so  many* evils  on  Europe  i 

Seme  insimations  bad  been  thrown  out 
of  diSinrencea  of  opinion  on  bis  side  of  the 
Hooiei  respecting  the  evils  of  this  escape* 
H^  utterly  denied  them.  All  agreed  in 
lamenting  the  occurrence  which  rendered 
the  renewal  of  WW  to  piebablOi  not  to  say 
(SB) 
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certain.  All  his  friends  with  whose  opi- 
fiions  he  was  acqoahited,  were  of  opinion 
that  in  the  theory  of  public  laivthe  assump- 
tion of  power  by  Napoledn  had  giren  to 
the  Allies  a  just  cause  of  war  against 
Frai\ce.  It  was  perfectly  obYious  that  the 
abdication  of  Napoleon,  and  his  perpetual 
renunciation  of  thesupreme  authority,  was 
a  condition,  and  the  most  important  con- 
dition on  which  the  Allies  had  granted 
peace  to  France.  The  Conrention  of  Fon* 
tainbleau,  and  the  Treaty  of  Paris  were 
equally  paru  of  the  great  compact  which 
re-established  friendship  between  France 
and  Europe.  In  consideration  of  the  safer 
and  mere  inoffensive  state  of  France  when 
aeparated  from  her  terrible  leader,  con- 
federated Europe  bad  granted  moderate 
and  favoorable  terms  of  peace.  As  soon  as 
France  had  riolated  this  important  con- 
dition by  again  submitting  to  the  authority 
of  Napoleon,  the  Allies  were  doubtless  re- 
leased from  their  part  of  the  compact,  and 
re-entered  into  their  belligerent  rights. 

By  the  dissolotion^of  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
war  was  in  right  renewed.    It  depended 
vpon  the  prudence  of  the  Allies  whether 
they  should  exercise  their  belligerent  right, 
or  seek  security  in  negocia)ion.    But  as 
against  France  a  war  to  compel  the  observ- 
ance of  the  Treaty  of  Par  is  was  indubitably 
ju9t.    On  these  matters  he  knew  of  no  dif* 
ference  among  his  friends— shades  of  dif- 
ference might,  indeed,  exist  among  so 
numerous  a  body  of  independent  men  on 
other  parts  of  the  subject.    Some  might 
doubt  more  than  others  whether  recourse 
to  hostilities  in  the  first  instance  were  wise ; 
whether  it  were  safe  and  consistent  with 
the  duty  of  the  Allied  Sovereigns  to  their 
own  sobjecia  and  to  all  Europe.     Justice 
as  against  the  enemy,  is  an  indispensable, 
but  sometimes  the  smallest  part  of  the 
morality  of  a  war.    To  be  joat  towards* 
aobjects,  towards  allies,  and  towards  pos- 
terity, princes  omst  be  convinced  of  the 
prudence  and  safety  of  war,  aa-  much  as  of 
Its  being  justified  by  the  conduct  of  an 
enemy.    What  is  called  the  policy  of  a 
war^  is  generally  %  greater  part  of  its  whole 
morality  than   what   ia  too   exclusively 
termed  its  justice.    On  this  question  dif* 
ferences'  probably  might  appear.    Some, 
and  of  which  number  he  owned  that  he 
was  one,  shrunk  from  the  experiment;  of 
new  war  without  at  least  aome  attempt  to 
,try  whether  the  same  end>  even. if  more 
imperfectly,  might  not  be  obtained  hy 
means  less  haxtudoui.    He  dreaded  the 


of  success ;  he  dreaded  the  renewal  of  our 
former  calamities,  he  dreaded  the  rise  of 
and  unknown  evils.     But  all 


new 

agreed  in  deploring  an  event  which  ren- 
dered war  so  probable,  though,  as  matiy 
hoped,  not  inevitable.  Those  who  feared 
war  the  most,  were  surely  consistent  writh 
themselves  in  deeply  lamenting  what  ex- 
posed us  to  such  imminent  danger  of  its 
renewal ;  and  alPmust  concur  in  thinking, 
>  that  if  that  danger  had  in  any  degree  arisen 
from  the  supine  negligence  of  ministers^ 
they  were  reprehensible  and  culpable. 
Did  enough  appear  on  the  face  of  the 
transaction  to  call  for  inquiry  ?  That  waa 
the  question.  For  if  there  did,  men  of 
all  opiniona  about  the  prudence  of  war, 
ought  to  agree  in  voting  for  the  inquiry. 

The  fact  was  admitted  by  the  nobid 
lord,  that  no  instructions  had  been  given 
to  the  commanders  of  British  ships  of 
war  respecting  the  escape  of  Napoleon. 
It  was  therefore  acknowledged,  that  this 
Government  had  not  taken  the  only  pre* 
caution  within  its  province  against  that 
event.     He  could   conceive  only   three 
reasons  which  might  be  alleged  in  defence 
of  this  omission  :— Either  such  precautions 
were  unnecessary,  or  they  were  unjusti- 
fiable, or  they  were    impossible.      The 
noble  lord  had,  indeed,  applied  a  general 
reply  to  all  these  defences.    For  he  had 
told  the  House,  that  though  there  were  no 
instructions  to  naval  officers,  yet  there  was 
'  an  understanding'  (which,  by-the-bye, 
was  the  only  understanding  discoverable 
in  the  matter),  that  Napoleon  should  be 
detained  if  met  at  aea  in  a  certain  ill-de- 
fined and  obscurely*de8cribed  combina- 
tion of  circumstances.    A  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman had  varied  the  phraseology-*and 
told  us,  that  not  only  '  an  understanding/ 
but  '  an  impression'  of  this  sort  had  been 
conveyed  to  these  gallant  officers.    The 
difficulty  of  the  question  waa  too  great 
for   inatmctions.     The    Admiralty,    the 
Cabinet,  the  great  civil  lawyers  who  ad- 
viaed  the  Crown,  could  hazard  no  advice. 
But  the  captains  of  ships  of  war  were  to 
act  on  their  own  responsibility,  auided 
only  by  those  precise  and  well-deftned 
terms,  '  an  understanding'  and   *  an  im- 
pression.'    But  if  tt  waa  necessary,  or 
justifiable,  or  poasibie,  to  act  on  an  under- 
standing or  an  impression,  it  could  neither 
be  needless  nor  culpable  nor  impossible  to 
frame  instroctions.    The  only  differeiice 
was,  that  instrnictious  might  be  effectual. 
The  underataading  and   tha  impression 


dangers  of  failure,  be  di«adad  the  daogors  |  left  naval  offican  ignorant  what  waa  ra* 
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quired  from  ib«m,  and  what  tbey  might 
lawfully  do.  But  il  is  clear  that  iiieffi* 
cicncy  is  no  palliation  of  impropriety, 
nnd  that  whatever  may  be  and  ought  to 
be  done  at  alli  may  bei  and  ought  to  5e 
done  in  the  most  effectual  manner.  Tlie 
noble  lord  iras  not  to  tell  the  House*  ^  I 
was  a  liule  guilty  of  the  folly  and  injus- 
tice of  watching  Boonapart^;  but  it  was 
very  Itule  indeed,  for  I  did  it  so  foolishly, 
that  it  was  sure  of  prodticing  no  effecL*' 
tie  was  not  to  say,  '«  We  should  have 
been  glad  if  the  captains  of  ships  of  war 
•h^  watched  and  intercepted  Napoleon. 
We  could  not  decide  the  difficulty  ooi' 
encounter  the  danj^er/' 

On    the    practicability   of   watching 
Elba,  he  should  hare  been  glad  to  have 
heard  the  observations  of  his  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Douglas),   whose  local   knowledge 
would  give  weight  to  his  opinion.    In- 
atead  of  that  local  information,  his  hon. 
friend  had  recourse  to  general  reasoning, 
in  which  his  superiority  was  not  altoge- 
ther, so  undisputed.     He  had  indulged  in 
some  topics  fit  for  more  vulgar  mouths, 
unworthy  of  his  character,  and  beneath 
his  rising    talents.       He   had   told    the 
House,    that    apologies    for    Napoleon's 
escape  had*  originated  here,  and  that  from 
speeches   made  in  Parliament    he    had 
learnt  to  defend  himself  by  urging  the  in- 
fraction of  the  Convention  of  Fonuinbleau 
on  the  other  side,  the   design  to  remove 
him  from  Elba,  the  seixore  of  the  property 
of  his  family  in  France,  and  the  non-pay- 
ment of  his  stipulaled  revenue  by  Louis 
18.     Bui   he    most   appeal  to   his  hon. 
friend's  more  accurate  recollection,  whe- 
ther in  the  societies  where  they  met  at 
Paris  in  December,  tbey  had  not  heard 
these  things  loudly  sUted  before  the  facu 
were  known  to  any  gentleman  in  this 
House?    He  aiked   him,  whether  these 
charges  were  confined  to  the  partisans  of 
Napoleon,  and  whether  on  the  contrary 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  was  not 
deptored  by  its  best  friends,  who  consi- 
dered these  measures  as  kcts,  at  least,  of 
folly,  which  it  was  easy  to  represent  as 
ecu  of  injustiQB  ?  Bot^  liule  had  been  said 
here  on  the  subject  of  practicability,  and, 
indeed,  little  oonid   be  said  with  effect, 
unless  it  could  be  absolutely  demonstrated 
that  no  attempt  could  be  made  to  watch 
the  ports  of  Elba,  which  conki  in  any 
degree  diouniah   the  chance  of  escape. 
Physical  ia^MSsibility,  abeolote  certainty 
of  total  failure,  could  be  the  onl  v  defence 
whim  nfua  n  littlu  chnaco  of  n  small 


diminution  was  an  object  of  great  iou 
portance* 

Would  it  be  said  that  such  vigilance 
was  needless  ?  Was  it  supposed  that  Na- 
poleon could  patiently  bury  all  his  pro- 
jects and  passions  in  a  little  island  of  the 
Tuscan  sea  ?  that  be  could  renounce  all 
the  habits  of  his  life,  and  reliuquish  for 
ever  that  fearful  activity  in  which  bis 
stupendous  faculties  had  been  unceasingly 
exercised  ?  Did  any  man  expect  that  he, 
for  whose  boundless  ambition  the  world 
seemed  too  narrow,  should  voluntarily 
submit  to  be  cooped  up  in  a  rock ;  in- 
verting the  remark  of  the  Satirist  on  his 
great  predecessor  in  conquest, 

^tuat  infelix  angusto  limite  mundi 

Ut  Gyare  clauws  scopulis,  parv^ue  Seripba 

Did  the  state  of  France  render  precaution 
I  needless?  Was  the  army  so  deuched 
from  Napoleon  as  to  leave  no  fear  of  hia 
throwing  himself  <once  more  at  the  head 
of  those  whom  he  had  so  long  led  to 
victory?  Thia  apology  no  minister  was  at 
liberty  to  make  who  had  made  the  Con« 
vention  of  Fontainbleau,  or  who  had  as« 
sented  to  it,  or  who  had  acquiesced  in  it. 
That  Convention  was  evidently  either  n 
measure  of  magnanimous  madness,  or  of 
necessary  policy. 

The  noble  lord  had  employed  the  ut- 
most labour  io  defend  liimself  and  his 
illustrious  co- plenipotentiaries   from   tho 
charge  of  magnanimity.    The  noble  lord 
might  have  trusted   to  character  againss 
such  a  charge,  and  his  defence  on  that 
head  was  perfectly  unanswerable.      But 
why  ?    Because  he  considered  the  Con- 
vention of  Fontainbleau   to  have   beea 
produced  by  political  necessity— by  the 
temper  of  the  French  nation— and,  above 
all,  by  the  formidable  'army  still  devoted 
to    their    renowned    commander.      Tho 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side   had  mis- 
taken the  point  of  view  in  which  his  hon. 
and    learned   friend  (Mr.   Abercrombie) 
had  considered  the  Convention  of  Fon- 
tainbleau.   It  was  not  for  the  direct  dis- 
cussion of  its  merits  that  he  had  introduced 
it;    it  was  for  the    inference  which   is 
affiirded  affecting  this  question.    This  in- 
ference was  inevitable.    If   that  cogent 
expediency,  commonly  called  necessity, 
justified  such  a  convention,  it  must  follow 
that  the  sute  of  France  was  in  the  highesi 
degree  dangerous,  and  was  known  to  be 
so  by  those  who  assented  to  the  Conven* 
tioB.    In  thai  case  the  utmost  vigilance 
was  obviously  necessary  to  prevent  the 
muTB  of  Napoleon  to  a  country  full  of 
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vQch  inflammable  materials.  Hia  hon. 
friend  had  reduced  ministers  to  a  dilemoia 
from  which  they  could  not  escape.  Either 
the  Treaty  was  voluntary,  or  it  wa»neces- 
aary.  If  it  was  voluntary,  the  Allies  had 
created  the  danger.  If  it  was  necesaary, 
they  had  neglected  the  greatest  of  all 
duties  in  not  providing  against  so  great  a 
danger.  They  had  vindicated  tbemselver 
from  voluntarily  consenting  to  conditions 
pregnant  with  peril.  But  by  that  vindi- 
cation they  had  still  more  imposed  upon 
themselves  the  duty  of  vigilance,  and 
established,  beyond  the  possibility  of  con- 
tradiction, their  guilt  on  this  charge. 

It  was  said  indeed,  ipcidenially,  thai  we 
were  no  parties  to  the  original  conditions 
mnted  to  Napoleon,  that  the  noble  lord 
lound  them  in* substance  concluded  before 
his  arrival  at  Paris.    Of  this  defence  the 
noble  lord  could  not  avail  himself;  not 
only   because  he   then    acceded   to    the 
Convention,  but  because  he  now  defended 
it.    And  if  he  had,  what  sort  of  defence 
was  it  ?  It  was  an  attempt  to  escape  par- 
ticipation in  guilt,  by  a  confession  of  in- 
aignificance.    Though  the  noble  lord  was 
not  at  Paris,  yet  there  were  two  or  three 
Briiish  ministers  in  that  city  of  the  highest 
rank.     One  of  theiu  was  ambassador  to 
the   Emperor   of   Russia,   the    supposed 
author  of  the  Convention. — What  are  we 
to  believe?  That  the  Sovereigns  deter* 
mined  on  such  a  measure  without  com- 
municating their  decision  to  these  British 
ministers  ?  What  a  national  degradation  ! 
Was  it  thus  that  the  policy  of  ministers 
had  thrown  away  the  renown  earned  by 
the  army  ?  At  the  moment  that  the  Bri- 
tish army  under  their  immortal  leader  had 
traced  their  long  line  of  glory  from  Torres 
Vedras,  was  it  possible  that  the  Sovereigns 
of  Europe  bad  determined  on  the  only 
important  condition  of  the  Treaty  without 
even  the  formality  of  communication  to 
the  English  minister  ?  If  this  would  not 
be  admitted,  what  was  the  other  branch 
of  the  alternative }  Were   the  two  noble 
lords  (Aberdeen  and   Cathcart)  left  un- 
provided with  instructions  respecting  the 
disposal  of  Napoleon  ?   Had  they  no  dis- 
cretionary power  of  expostulating  or  re- 
monstrating, of  intreating  time  till  they 
ahould  consult  the  noble  Secretary?   If 
they  were  thus  destitute  of  powers  and  of 
instructions,  did  this  arise  ffom  the  in- 
capacity of  ministers  to  foresee  the  poasi« 
bility  of  a  case  where  such  powers  aod 
instructions  might  be  rendered  moat  nc* 
•essary^^frooi  ihe  audden  occunrence  of 


events  which  required  immediate  deciaion 
during  a  temporary  interruption  of  inter- 
course with  the  noble  Secretary  ?  Was 
the  fortune  of  war  so  certain  as  to  make 
the  want  of  such  foresight  pardonable  ? 
Or  was  the  danger  voluntanly  incurred, 
for  the'sake  of  exalting  the  importance  of 
ihe  noble  Secretary  at  the  expense  of  his 
colleagues  and  of  the  public  interest  ?  la 
looking  at  every  side  of  this  part  of  the 
transaction,  he  professed  that  he  could  not 
discover  an  honourable  explanation  of  it. 

But  the  most  serious  question  undoubt- 
edly remained  !  Napoleon  was  an  inde- 
pendent-prince. It  would  be  an  intuit  to 
his  dignity  to  watch  hia  movements.  It 
would  be  a  violation  of  his  independence 
to  restrain  ibem«  They  who  had  starved 
Norway  into  subjection— they  who  sane* 
tinned  the  annihilation  of  Poland,  and  the 
subjugation  of  Venice— -they  whose  bands 
were  scarcely  withdrawn  from  the  iostra- 
ment  which  transferred  Genoa  to  a  hated 
master-'were  suddenly  seized  with  the 
most  profound  reverence  for  the  inde- 
pendent Sovereign  of  Elba,  and  shrank 
with  horror  from  the  idea  of  saving  the 
peace  of  Europe  by  preventing  the  de- 
parture of  Napoleon  Buonaparte  from  Porto 
Ferraio!  He  must  believe  that  if  the 
danger  had  been  discussed  at  the  Con- 
gress of  Vienna,  and  if  any  paradoxical 
minister  had  made  any  scroplea  about 
the  independence  of  Elba,  his  acruplei 
would  have  been  received  with  a  general 
laugh.  Count  Nesselrode  could  quote  the 
precedent  of  Stanislaus  at  Moscow.  Prince 
Talleyrand  would  have  been  ready  with 
that  of  Ferdinand  at  Valen9ay.  The 
Congress  would  scarcely  have  avowed 
thait  all  their  respect  for  independence 
was  monopolized  by  Napoleon. 

Most  assuredly  Napoleon  was  a  save* 
reign  prince.  The  faith  of  Europe  was 
irrevocably  pledged  to  him,  and  could  not 
be  questioned  without  dishonour.  He  was 
a  sovereign  for  dignity ;  he  was  a  sove* 
reign  for  security :  he  was  a  sovereign 
in  the  theory  oT  international  law,  and 
was  entitled  to  all  the  immunities  as  well 
as  honour  of  the  sovereign  character.  But 
he  was  not  a  sovereign  for  the  practical 
purpose  of  taking  a  part  in  the  system  of 
Europe.  It  was  true,  though  it  might 
seem  quaint  to  say,  that  he  was  a  legal 
but  not  a  political  aovereign.  The  state 
of  the  world  had,  in  effect,  reduced  the 
right  of  war  in  all  small  atates  to  little 
more  than  an  honorary  distteciaon.  He 
was  a  ao^reign  by  the  Conteatiea  of 
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Fonlftiobloaii.  And  he  coold  not  carry 
hit  sovereign  righu  to  the  destruction  of 
that  compact  fron  which  his  sovereignty 
was  derired.  The  abdication  of  Napoleon, 
his  perpetoal  renoociation  of  the  crown 
of  France,  were  so  perfectly  the  essence 
of  the  Treaty-  of  Pftris,  that  it  is  now 
nniversally  acknowledged  to  be  dissolved 
by  their  rioUtion.  But  such  conditions 
would  have  been  nugatory  if  they  had 
not  implied  the  right  of  the  parties  inte- 
rested to  watch  over  their  obiervance. 
Every  legal  right  carries  with  it  the  lega- 
lity of  the  nseans  necessary  to  seonre  its 
exercise.  When  the  demolition  of  the 
works  at  Donkirk'  wu  stipulated  by  the 
Treaty  of  Utrecht,  it  was  a  violation  of 
the  independence  of  France  to  stipulate 
that  English  commissaries  should  reside 
at  Donkirk  to  watch  over  the  observance 
of  that  stipolation.  It  might  be  resented 
by  France  as  a  curb  on  her  ambition,  m 
m  wound  to  her  pride,  as  an  affiront  to  her 
dignity ;  but  it  continued  in  force  for 
four-score  years  without  ever  being  called 
an  invasion  of  her  independence.  Every 
precaution  manifestly  necessary  to  secu- 
rity, must  be  perfectly  inoffiinsive  to  any 
prince  against  whom  it  is  taken.  The 
state  of  France  was  a  permanent  ground 
of  apprehension;  and  as  any  nation  in 
Europe  has  a  ris ht  to  ask  an  explanation 
of  the  groond  of -ttnusual  armaments,  and 
to  require  that  they  shall  not  seem  to 
threaten  the  general  tranquillity,  so  every 
Power  which  had  directly  or  indirectly 
participated  in  the  Convention  of  Fon- 
tainbteau,  had  *a  most  indisputable  right 
to  require  that  Napoleon  should  consent 
to  every  prscaution  clearly  necessary  to 
the  quiet  of  France,  and  consequently  of 
Europe.  His  resistance  would  have  con* 
verted  apprehension  into  proof.  It  would 
have  been  a  demonstration  of  his  hostile 
designs,  and  a  jost  ground  of  preven- 
tive war  against  him. 

He  desired  not  to  be  misunderstood. 
He  justified  no  discourtesy,  no  insult,  no 
wanton  inquisition,  no  attack  under  the 
false  pretence  of  danger.  God  forbid ! 
He  justiBed  only  the  vigilance  and  pre* 
caution  necessary  to  prevent  the  sove- 
reign authority  of  Elba,  granted  by  the 
Convention  of  Fontainbleau,  from  being 
turned  into  the  means  of  remounting  the 
throne  of  France,  the  renunciation  of 
which  was  the  grand,  the  esiential,  and 
ahnost  the  sole  condition  of  the  compact. 
These  precautions  were  to  be  adopted 
witbnH  aha  peraanal  respect  Jnu  to  the 


faith  of  Europe,  doe  also  to  the  genins 
and  renown  of  the  individual ;  due  to  the 
dignity  of  the  great  nation  whom  he  had 
governed,  and  due  from  the  Sovereigoa 
of  the  Continent  to  their  own  character^ 
after  the  intimate  connexion  which  they 
had  formed  with  him. 

If  in  the  comrse  of  an  ordinary  war  with 
France,  our  first  information  of  a  French 
fleet  having  sailed  from  Toulon,  were  to  be 
that  it  had  efiected  the  capture  of  Jamaica^ 
m*  cry  of  just  indignation  would  infallibly  » 
drive  a  supine  Admiralty  from  their  seats. 
It  would  berain  for  them  to  say,  that  they 
had  no  information  of  the  design,  l^hey  ' 
wouM  be  truly  told,  that  the  want  of  infor- 
mation was  their  crime,  not  their  justifica- 
tion. They  wooM  be  told,  that  it  was 
their  doty  to  have  information  of  the  first 
preparations  of  such  an  armament,  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  Government  to  de- 
mand an  explanation  of  their  object,  and 
that  if  no  explanation,  or  no  satbfactory 
explanation  wu  given,  it  was  their  duty 
to  send  a  squadron  into  the  Mediterraneaa* 
and  watch  the  movements  of  the  French 
squadron,  with  such  instructions  as  the  cir^ 
cumsunces  of  the  case  might  justify,  and 
the  safety  of  the  West  Indies  might  de- 
mand. Could  they  make  any  defence  on 
such  a  charge  ?  But  it  differed  from  the 
present  in  no  respect,  but  in  the  unspeak- 
able inferiority  of  any  colony,  however 
valoable  and  respectable,  to  the  general 
tranquillity  and  safety  of  the  civilised 
world. 

What,  then,  was  wanting  to  the  com- 
pleteness of  this  case  ?  The  ministers  had 
avowed  the  fact  of  non-vigi lance.  They 
had  not  proved  the  impossibility  of  taking 
some  precaotiona  against  the  danger.'  It 
was  demonstrated  that  such  precautions 
were  necessary,  and  that  their  necessity 
was  obvious  at  the  time.  It  was  demon- 
strated also  that  such  precautions  were 
perfectly  lawful. 

To  all  this  no  direct  answer  was  in 
truth  attempted.  But  it  was  said,  that 
the  whole  was  retrospective  wisdom ;  that 
we  were  wise  after  the  event,  and  that  we 
as  little  foresaw  it  as  the  ministers.  To 
this  retort,  substituted  for  a  defence,  he 
should  very  shortly  reply:— That  the 
danger  was  seen  and  spoken  of  through- 
out Europe ;  that  it  was  scarcely  possible 
to  enter  a  society  where  it  was  not  dis- 
cussed, and  that  it  had  been  mentioned 
in  almost  every  newspaper  for  months. 
What  would  have  been  thought  of  those 
on  thia  aide  of  the  House,  if  Uiey  had 
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made  sach  a  matter  the  subject  of  parlia- 
ineatary  discussion  ?    They  would  have 
been  told»  that  they  showed  an  uhwar* 
rantable  distrust  of  the  comnon  sense  of 
ministers;  that  they  dragged  into  light 
secrets  of  state,  which  were  of  the  most 
« delicate  nature.    They  would  have  been 
told,  as  they  were  told  on  other  occasions, 
with  less  speciousness,  that  this  was  not 
the  affair  of  England,  but  of  the  Sove- 
reigns of  Europe  assembled  at  Vienna, 
where  negociations  to  remedy  the  deflects, 
or  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  Con- 
vention of  Fontainbleao,  might  be  alto- 
gether defeated  by  the  premature  and 
tumultuary    debates   of   a    popular    as- 
sembly.    Could  they  have  discussed  the 
question  without  noticing  the  breaches  of 
treaty  to  Napoleon,  and  would  they  not 
in  that  case  justly  have  incurred  the  im- 
putation of  stimulating  him  to  escape? 
On  the  other  hand,  might  they  not  have 
been  justly  charged  with  stimulating  the 
Congress  of  Vienna  to  acts  of  violence 
and  per6dy  towards  him?    Did  not  this 
seem  much  the  more  probable  evil  ?  Could 
any  man  have  believed  that  the  same 
Congress  which  sacrificed  all  the  nations 
of  Europe  to  their  ambition,  should  have 
•hrnnk  from  the  exercise  of  their  most 
legitimate  rights  against  their  only  for* 
midable  enemy  ? 

In  truth  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
greatest  statesmen  whom  he  had  the 
good  fortune  of  knowidg,  that  notwith- 
standing the  apparent  negligence,  or 
rather  as  a  natural  inference  from  ap- 
pearances otherwise  so  unaccountable, 
there  must  be  some  secret  articles  in  the 
Convention  dF  Fontainbleau,  which  secured 
the  world  against  the  seeming  improvi- 
dence o(  its  public  stipulations,  the  means 
of  enforcing  which  were  in  the  hands  of 
the  Allies,  and  justified  that  security, 
without  some  such  supposition  incompre- 
hensible, in  which  they  appeared  to  be 
lulled.  It  was  natural  enough  to  believe 
that  such  conditions  had  been  kept  secret 
out  of  courtesy  to  Napoleon,  or  tenderness 
to  the  feelings  of  those  great  Princes  with 
whom  he  was  connected.  On  the  other 
side,  credit  was  given  to  Napoleon  for  a 
moderation  which  would  have  been  a 
miracle  in  Marcus  Aurelius.  On  this 
aide  it  was  only  believed  that  the  English 
ministers  would  exercise  common  sense. 
And  now  they  were  told  that  \^y  this 
excess  of  confidence,  they  had  forfeited 
dieir  right  of  accusation.  A  robbery  had 
been  committed.     The  Wfttchmea  were 


asleep*  The  poor  booseholdertf  natural  ly^ 
complained  of  the  negligence  of  their 
watchmen.  The  watchmen  rather  impa<^ 
deotly  answered,  that  tlie  householders 
were  asleep  as  well  as  they.  The  reply 
was  final  and  fatal.  The  householders 
slept  in  perfect  security,  because  they 
trusted  in  their  watchmen  being  awake. 

Mr.  Oiarlei  Gram  jun.  rose  and  said  : 

I  am  aware.  Sir,  of  the  extreme  disad- 
vantage under  which  I  ofier  myself  to 
your  notice,  after  the  powerful  speech  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend.    I  can  only 
emreat  the  indulgence  of  the  House  to  the 
few  remarks  which  I  have  to  ofier.    I 
could  not  he4p  admiring  the  dexioriiy  of 
my  hon.  and  learned  friend  in  that  part  of 
his  speech  in  which  he  attempted  to  ex- 
plain and  justify  the  silence  of  himself  and 
his  friends,  at  the  time  when  the  Treaty  of 
Fontainbleau  was  made.     I  have  heard  it 
said,  that  if  yon  are  exposed  to  an  accusa- 
tion which  you  are  conscious  you  deserve, 
the  best  method  to  break  the  charge  and  dis- 
arm your  opponent,  is  to  begin  at  once  by 
honestly  pleading  guilty.  1^  this  rule  my 
hon.  arid  learned  friend  has  adhered.    He 
recollects  that    when    the  arrangemenu 
respecting  Buonaparte  were  made,  not  a 
murmur  of  disapprobation  was  breathed 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House ;   not  a 
single  regret,  not  even  an  ambiguous  pro- 
phecy.     Conscious,  therefore^    of   their 
embarrassing  situation,  he  at  once  pleads 
guilty— he   confesses  they   were  asleep. 
But  how  does  this  confession  agree  with 
what  he  said  immediately  afterwards  ?•— 
that  though  nothing  was  said  in  this  House, 
yet  there  were  many  distinguished  persons 
who  felt  strong  apprehensions ;  and  v^o, 
out  of  doors,  made  no  scruple  of  express- 
ing those  apprehensions.    And  why  did 
not  those  distinguished  persons  give  utler« 
ance  to  their  feelings  within  these  walls? 
They  abstained,  it  seems,  because  they 
were  onwillihg,  at  such  a  crisis,  to  molest 
or  interfere  with  Government.     It  was 
their  delicacy,  forsooth|  that  prevented 
them-^their  reluctance  to  embarrass  the 
conduct  of  Governments— their  dread  of 
injuring  the  foreign  interesM  of  the  coon* 
try— of   lowering    the  credit   of   Great 
Britain  ai^road^^f  prematurely  interfering 
with  pending  negociations— -of  exciting 
divisions  and  jealousies  between  the  great 
confederate  powers :— thesenvere  the  mo- 
tives.— I  think.  Sir,  we  have  pretty  well 
learned  how  far  these  motives  operate  on 
those  gentlemta  i*^l  Uuak  the  tsporimice 
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of  this  lenion  bu  Uoghi  the  Hoate  to 
appreciato  the  extent  of  that  delicacy. 

My  hoD»  and  learned  friend  leemt  to 
me  in  hit  argnments  to  have  inverted  the 
natural  order  of  eontideration.  He  first 
considered  the  reasons  that  existed  for 
extreme  vigilance,  with  regard  to  the 
person  and  designs  of  BuonapartG  ;*-aod 
then  examined  the  conduct  of  this  country 
on  that  subject  under  the  existing  Treaty. 
Now,  Sir,  the  natural  order,  in  my  opinion, 
is,  first  to  settle  the  meriu  of  the  Treaty, 
and  then  to  inquire,  not  whether  the 
utmost  possible  measures  of  personal  in- 
ipectton  and  control  have  been  adopted 
by  us;  but  whether  the  degree  of  vigi- 
lance and  coercion,  which  by  the  Treaty 
we  were  aothorized  to  exercise,  hat  or  has 
not  been  exercised. 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  Treaty,!  have 
not  heard  much  in  its  censure  this  evening. 
It  is,  indeed,  sufficiently  obvious,  that  at 
my  noble  friend  did  not  arrive  jn  Paris  till 
the  very  day  on  which  the  Convention 
was  to  be  tisned,  the  tubttance  of  it  was 
arranged  without  his  immediate  assistance. 
For  hit  abtence,  indeedi  he  wat  not  answer- 
able; it  was  occasioned,  at  hat  been 
clearly  proved  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Robinson),  by  the  evenu  of  war, 
which  he  coold  neither  control  nor  anti- 
cipate. It  it  turely,  then,  tiogolar  enough 
to  hear  it  charged  at  a  crime  on  my  noble 
friend,  at  it  hu  been  by  a  right  hon. 
gentleman  (Mr.  Elliot),  that  when  the 
Allied  Powers  firtt  entered  Parit,  they 
were  not  accompanied  by  any  accredited 
repretentative  of  the  British  Sovereign. 
Coold  he,  by  any  possibility,  be  answerable 
for  the  sudden  accidentt  of  thor  war  ? 
Might  not  a  timilar  accident  have  retarded 
the  arrival  of  any  one  of  tbe  Sovereignt 
tbemtelvea }  But  then,  eayt  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  all  the  tobttao^e  of  an  ar- 
rangeoMni  with  Buonaparte  shonld  have 
been  previously  settled  l>etween  the  Allied 
Powers.  The  contlderadon  of  toch  a  con- 
tingency should  not  have  been  deferred 
till  the  moment  of  its  occurrence.  Tbe 
etreumtlance,  that  no  toch  previout  agree- 
ment wat  forased,  provet,  in  the  opinion 
of  a  right  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Elliot),^^ 
proves  it  etpecially  at  with  regard  to  my 
noble  friend,— «  want  of  witdom^  and  fore* 
tight  and  concert. 

jt  certainly  it  very  eaty  at  thit  time, 
and  very  tafe,  to  pronoonce  npon  tbe  (Mat, 
and  claim  credit  tor  potthmnont  anticipa^ 
tiottt.  But  I  think  the  tlightett  contidera* 
tioQ  will  oonvmct  tbe  Honie,  Ibftl  a  pre* 


viout  arrangement  of  the  nature  and  exieol 
which  those  gentlemen  now  require,  waa 
absolutely  impossible.  If,  indeed,  the 
Allies  had  resolved  to  act  with  regard  to 
Buonapart6  on  a  principle  of  severity  ; 
then  I  admit  such  an  arrangement  would 
have  been  not  only  practicable,  but  easy* 
If  the  only  terms  on  which  the  war  could 
close,  were  his  death  or  unconditional  sur* 
render,  these  might  undoubtedly  havn 
bf  en  definitively  settled  at  the  very  com* 
mencementof  the  campaign.  But  if  yon 
adopt  another  system*  if  you  admit  the 
principle  of  clemency,  you  at  once  open 
the  door  to  many  other  considerationSj 
on  which  a  previous  decision  was  impos- 
sible—the  condition  of  the  Allied  armies— • 
the  number  of  the  troops  of  Boonapart6— • 
the  disposition  of  the  Provisional  Govern* 
ment— the  relatione  between  the  Provi- 
tional  Government  and  the  Allies— the 
feelingt  of  the  people  of  Paris«— these  and 
a  thousand  other  circumstances  imme- 
diately entered^into  the  question ;  and 
these,  it  is  obvious,  could  oe  appreciated 
only  on  the  spot,  and  at  the  moment.  Ther 
could  neither  be  anticipated  nor  prejudged. 
They  could  depend  only  on  events  and 
contincencies ;  and  the  very  attempt  to 
form,  by  anticipation,  a  denoite  and  in« 
flexible  plan  of  conduct  upon  such  contin* 
gencie^  would  have  been  a  ludicroua 
example  of  speculative  folly. 

Was  it,  then,  incumbent  on  my  noble 
friend,  when  he  arrived  in  Paris,  to  refuse 
his  accession  to  any  part  of  that  Treaty  ? 
Undoubtedly  there  might  have  been  casea 
in  ti^bich  it  would  have  been  incumbent 
on  bim ;  but  these  ought  to  have  been 
very  strong  cases.  Nothing,  in  troth, 
but  a  difieience  upon  some  essential  prin- 
ciple, could  have  justified  him  in  inter* 
posing  to  annul  the  engagements  already 
contracted  with,  Buonaparte  As  to  minor 
points,  he  might  feel  objectiont ;  and  such 
It  appears  he  did  feel  and  express.  But 
even  if  hit  objections  bad  been  much 
stronger  than  we  have  reason  to  believe 
they  were;  would  it  not  have  been  % 
matter  of  extreme  delicacy,  upon  his  singlK 
opinion,  to  arrest  tbe  pacification  ?  What 
wontd  Europe*  what  would  thit  ceonirjr 
have  felt,  if  in  that  moment  of  exultation 
the  Britiili  pninister  had  alone  prevented 
the  consmnroation  so  ardently  desired ; 
if  he  had  uken  npon  himself  and  on  hie 
nation  the  odium  of  severity,  and  vindic* 
tire  resentment?  Why,  Sir— would  thia 
country  have  fcrgiTun  it  ?  We  all  recol* 
Ita  tb«  etlbtniMBtff  thi^glorioM  period. 
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We  recoUoct  the  geoeroos  foeliogf  which 
thai   entboBiatm   produced— feeiiogs    of 
moderation  and  lenity  towavds  him  who 
had  in  so  extraordinary  a  manner  fallen 
from  bit  honours.    Would  it  have  been 
endured  by  any  man*  that  at  that  time 
Great  Britain  should  quarrel   with  her 
allies  in  favour  of  harui  measures?  But 
the  conduct  adopted  by  this  country  and 
her  Allies  was  recommended,  not  merely 
hy  its  moderation  and  magnanimity,  but 
also  by  policy.    For  what  was  the  situa^- 
tion'of  Buonaparte  i  And  here.  Sir,  it  has 
been  attempted  to  fasten  the  charge  of 
inconiistency  on  his  Mi\je8ty's  rainnters. 
Buonaparte,  it  is  argued*  was  either  de* 
atroyed  or  was  still  powerful.    If  he.  waa 
destroyed,  where    waa  the  necessity  of 
granting  him  such  terms  ?  If  he  waa  still 
powerful  enough  to  exact  such   terms, 
where  is  that  complete  triumph  on  the 
part  of  the  Allies  of  which  we  were  so 
Mpeatedly  told  ?  But,  Sir,  I  agree  with  the 
learned  member  who  opened  this  debate* 
in  his  very  candid  statement*  that  there 
if  no  reason  to  go  to  either  of  these  ex- 
tremes;   and   that  Buonaparte,  though 
much  reduced*  had  yet  not  ceased  to  be 
fermidabluk     He  was,    indeed,   defeated 
and  chastised*  but  not  completely  crushed 
and  deserted*    It  is  right  to  distingniah 
the  sitnation  of  a  man  who  is  completely 
without  resource  and  driven  to  despair* 
Urom  the.  situation  of  him  who*  though 
bumbled  and  crippled,  yet  commands  the 
devotion  of  30.000  tried  adherents.  True ! 
>^the  Alliea  might  have  continued  the  war; 
but  this  would  have  put  all  their  acquis!* 
tions  to  the  hasard.    Who  could. tell  the 
contingencies  of  such  a  war  ?  Do  we  not 
see  in  history  what-  hat  been  on  many 
occasions  achieved*  in^uch  circumstancesi^ 
b^  a  sreat  captain  at  the  head  of  a  few 
faithful  troops?  He  might  have  harassed 
oor  forces*  retired  into  other  parta  o^ 
France ;  and  thus^protracted  the  centesU- 
a^  circunstanee  most  favourable   to.  his 
ioteresta.    He  would  also  have  been  thus 
enabled  to  kindle  a  civil  war.    For  what 
wionld  have  been  the  e&ct  of  a  refusal 
on  onr  part  to  accept  of  his  abdication  o» 
the  stipulated  terms  ?  It  would  hare  been 
at.  oDce  to.  change  tba  principle  of  the 
eoaCederacy ;  to  convert  it  from  a  general 
into  an  in«lividual  and  narrow  principle; 
to  convert  it  from  a  national  principle  of 
teitoring.  to  France  freedom  <  under  her 
kgitimate  Sovereign*  into  a  prinaiple-  of 
personal  malignity  and   revenge^    This 


an  injured  man,  and  thus  gradually   to 
conciliate  the  minds  of  his  former  sab- 
jeots.    Some  even  of  the  truly  patriotic  it 
might   have  softened  towards    him:    to 
many  professed  patriots  it  would    ImYe 
furnished  a  plausible  pretext  for  disaffec* 
tion  and  discontent.    He  might  thus  have 
secured  to  himself  an  increasing  party  ; 
and  would*  at  all  events,  as  be  has  sioce 
done*  have  thrown  himself  into  the  arma 
of  the  Jacobins.    These,  I  say*  and  other 
considerations*  imperiously  recommended 
the  policy  of  admitting  his  abdication  on 
certain  conditions;  and  the  same  consi- 
derations no  less   imperiously    required 
that  those  conditiena  should  be  consistent 
with  the  general  principles  on  which  tbe 
confederacy  was  formed.    But  the  secari* 
ties  which  we  obuined  were  not  sufficient. 
We  ought  not  to  have  relied  on  the  faith 
of  Buonaparte.   We  should  nothavetrusted 
the  repose  of  Europe  to  such  suspicious 
custody.    Undoubtedly*  Sir,  if  we  relied 
mainly  upon  the  good  taith  of  thaWpetsosi* 
it  was  an  unwarrantable  and  an  unjustifiable 
reliance.    But  this  was  not  the  case.    Oar 
chief  reliance  was  placed  on  the -faith  of 
the  French  people  ;-<-^n  the  faith  of  the 
Marshals  and  the  Army.    Sir,  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  confess  that  we  have  been 
deceived :  in  this  confession  there  is  no 
discredit ;  for  who  could  have  anticipated 
a  perjury^  a  faithlessness  so  gross  and  de« 
testable  as  that  which  has  recently  ex- 
cited   the    astonishment   and    honor   of 
Europe?    Never  in  the  records  of  the 
world  was  peijury  so  practised  on  systemi 
and  on  so  wide  a  scale.    I  defy  any  man* 
however  versed  in  the  annab  of  infamy* 
however  familiar  with  exampiea  of  psofli* 
gacy*  to  have  calculated  on  suoh  baseness 
and  crime.    I  da  net  speak  of  >  the  people 
of  France*  because  I  believe  them  to  be 
completely  passive^  But  is  it  not  even  now 
difficult  to  believe  that  suoh  treaehery* 
such  cowardly  meanness  of  feeling*  should 
be  found  in  aprofsssienwbicb«  of  all  others* 
is  peculiarly  the  profession. of  loyalty  and 
chivalrous    attaobment^i— whose    idol    is 
heneur  ?    Why,  Sir*  this  example  baa  & 
tendency  to  shake  our  confidence  in  the 
most  orcfinary  principles  of  human  action ; 
and  to  rivet  in  our  minds  a  conviction  that, 
for  the  future*,  society   must  be  bound 
together  hy  other  ties  than  thoseof  justicey 
offaith*andofinalualconfidencai»  l4rust* 
however*. thai,  in  spited  this  atieeieae 
exception,  wemay  yet  rely  on  the-adonoW' 
lodged  principtes  that  regulate  the  iolsv 
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drtf  en  to  the  necenity  of  building  national 
security  and  happiness  on  the  miierabie 
fbmidation  of  mutual  distrust^  sospicion, 
and  hatred. 

From  a  consideration  of  the  Treaty  itself, 
it  i$  nataral  to  proceed  to  the  other  branch 
of  the  inquiry  :*— whether  we  have  exer- 
cised all  the  Tigtlance  and  care  which  by 
Ihe  Treaty  we  were  authorissed  to  use.  And 
here  the  learned  morer  and  my  learned 
friend  comphitn  of  great  deficiency.  Ac- 
cording to  them,  we  had  a  right,  by  the 
Treaty,  to  use  every  possible  measure  of 
precauiion.  The  hon.  mover  says  the  first 
artfcle  of  it  conveyi,  by  implication,  to  the 
parties  concerned,  fiifl  power  and  light  to 
use  the  means  necessary  for  its  fulfilment; 
and  "Ais  he  argues  from  the  general  prin- 
ciples of  all  treaties.  But  there  is  this 
fallacy  in  all  this  reasoning.  In  the  pre- 
sent case  we  liave  to  deal  not  with  a  nation, 
but  with  an  indWidnal.  After  admitting 
all  that  can  be  aaid  respecting  the  richt 
00  conveyed,  it  must  be  remerabored  ttiat 
they  furnish  no  analogy  to  the  present 
instance.  The  measures  of  precaution  in 
this  case  could  only  be  persona).  My 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  maintaining  the 
argument  of  the  learned  mover,  asks,  with 
re^ence  to  the  first  article,  **  If  it  does 
not  mean  this,  what  does  it  mean^^'  I 
answer  this  by  another  (Question.  *•  How 
ht  do  you  thinV  this  article  allows  as  to 
proceed?  does  it  justify  persona!  coer- 
cion ?"  My  hon.  and  learned  friend  ftaftes 
the  case  of  a  West-Indian  fleet  sailmgfirom 
the  ports  of  France,  and  seems  to  think 
it  a  decisive  confirmation  of  his  doctrine. 
But  surely«  Sir,  tt  is  easy  to  see  how  very 
inapplicable  such  an  example  is  to  th« 
point  in  question.  The  diiFeredce  is  enor- 
mous indeed,  between  watching  tbe  move- 
ments of  a  large  armament,  and  detecting 
the  machinations  of  an  individual.  I  ask 
how,  under  the  Treaty,  were  we  to  guard 
Buonaparte  ?  Were  we  in  the  time  of  pro- 
found peace  to  institute  a  maritime  blockade 
of  Elba  ?  Would  this  have  been  consistent 
with  the  law  of  nations  ?  In  that  Treaty 
the  Allies  engaged  to  cause  the  flag  and 
territory  of  iSba  to  be  respected  by  the 
powers  of  Barbarv ;  and  were  we  to  begin 
by  insuhinjg  that  flag  ?  If  we  tad  followed 
the  line  of  conduct  which  we  are  now 
reproached  for  not  having  pursued ;  if  we 
had  adopted  this  system  of  espionage  and 
coercion,  should  we  not  have  furnished 
Buonaparte  with  just  grounds  of  complaint? 
Might  he  not  hate  complained  of  the  want 
of  regard  to  treaty  ?    And  what  would 
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have  been  the  language  of  those  gentle* 
men  who  are  now  so  strenuous  in  accusa- 
tion ?  "  Oh  !'*  they  would  have  said* 
"  you  are  using  every  means  to  drive 
Buonaparte  into  violent  measures^  This 
miserable  system  of  suspicion  and  jea- 
lousy can  never  succeed.  You  are  not 
able  to  appreciate  his  great  heart.  Repose 
confidence  in  him.  If  you  profess  to  treat 
with  him,  do  it  honestly  and  generously.'' 

But,  Sir,  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  is 
aware  of  this.  Even  while  he  is  main* 
tainittg  the  doctrine,  that  under  the  Treaty 
we  were  authorized  to  use  every  precau- 
tionarv  measure,  be  betray!  his  involun*^ 
tary  doubts  of  that  doctrine.  For,  what 
does  he  say  ?  He  says  that  after  peace 
had  been  established,  the  Allied  Powers 
should  have  proposed  to  Buonaparte,  ex- 
pressly on  the  ground  of  greater  security 
to  Europe,  a  modffication  of  the  Treaty. 
A  modification  !  A  demand  on  the  part  of 
the  victors  that  Aey  shall  be  allowed  in 
the  plenitude  of  their  success  to  alter  the 
terms  of  a  treaty  to  which  they  are  pledged 
-—and  to  alter  them  as  against  the  Power 
whose  submission  vras  made  on  the  faith 
of  that  treaty,  and  who  disarmed  himself 
on  the  fkrth  of  that  treaty !  My  hon.  and 
leamed  friend  knows  the  high  respect  I 
feel  for  bim,  and  the  alarm  and  diffidence 
with  wbich  I  controvert  any  of  his  opi- 
nions ;  but  this  is,  in  tnfth,  a  most  extra- 
ordinary proposition,  in  what  code  of  the 
law  of  nations  can  any  justification  of 
such  a  measure  be  fotmd  ?  What !  after  a 
treaty  has  been  solemnly  made;  after 
Buonaparte  on  the  faith  of  that  treaty  baa 
given  up  his  armies,  abdicated  his  tlnron^ 
surrendered  his  person ;  after  he  has  re- 
tired into  exrle,  and  while  as  yet  he  baa 
been  guilty  of  no  breach  of  engagement ; 
were  the  Allied  Powers  to  say  to  him— 
^True;  you  have  kept  your  faith,  but 
you  are  powerless;  we  are  strong;  our 
armies  are  collected:  we  now  insist  oa 
your  agreeing  to  a  modification  of  the 
Treaty."  A  modification !  A  violation  I 
<*  We  insist  on  violating  that  Treaty.''  And 
for  what  purpose.  Sir,  is  this  modification 
proposed  ?  For  personal  coercion.  I  ask 
my  leamed  friend,  skilled  as  he  is  in  thO' 
law  of  nations,  by  what  law,  human  or 
divine,  such  a  proposal  could  be  justified? 
But  more  than  this :  my  hon.  fi'iend  says* 
if  Buonaparte  had  scrupled  to  accede  to 
this  admirable  proposal,  he  wduld  have 
taken  it  as  a  proof  of  wuiltts  anmui  on  bia 
part :— -a  proof  of  malut  animus  f  What  I 
because  he  hesitated  to  become  a  tictins 
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to  our  perfidy  ^  This  is  indeed  a  singular 
species  of  argument. 

Mr.  Grant  then  proceeded  at  some 
length  to  show  that  Buonaparte,  by  his 
late  conduct,  had  violated  the  Treaty  of 
FoDtainbleau. 

Mr.  WhiArtad  said»  he  thought  that  the 
bon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  dovrn, 
bad  paid  a  high  practical  compliment,  to 
the  speech, of  his  bon.  and  learned  friend 
(sir  James  Mackintosh),  seeing  he  had  not 
touched  a  single  point  which  it  contained. 
Alluding  to  the  watchmen  of  the  state^ 
the  bon.  gentleman  bad  said  that  it  was 
equally /incumbent  on  the  Opposition  to 
be  awake,  and  to  speak  their  sentiments 
at  the  time  on  the  Treaty  of.  Fontain- 
bleau.  Looking,  however,  at  the  bon. 
member,  and  at  the  noble  lord  and  his 
colleagues  below  him,  he  most  say  that 
they  were  really  the  watchmen— paid  by 
the  public  for  doing  their  duty.  They 
(the  Opposition)  had  been  reproached 
with  want  of  delicacy  and  fairness  in  their 
conduct.  But  he  appealed  to  the  candour 
of  the  hon.  gentleman,  because  he  thought 
be  possessed  that  virtue,  and  not  to  that 
of  the  noble  lord  below  him,  in  whom  be 
did  not  think  it  was  to  be  found, — ^whether 
there  could  be  a  House  of  Commons, 
(looking  at  every  bench,)  which  couUl  pos* 
aibly  have  placed  more  confidence  in  rhe 
noble  lord  than  they  had  done?  But 
when  they  saw  that  the  noble  lord  had 
deserted  tbem,  and  had  thrown  himself 
jnto  the  arms  of  prince  Talleyrand,  how 
could .  they  continue  to  repose  the  same 
,trust  in  him?  Mr.  Whitbread  then  de- 
fended himself  against  the  charge  of 
baving  called  Buonaparte  '  a  gr^at  man  :' 
be  had  not  said  '  a  great  man,  but  one  of 
such  powers  as  appalled  the  noble  lord 
and  his  colleagues,  and  reduced  them  to 
a  state  of  terror.  He  had  discovered  some 
littleness  in  his  conduct  when  in  pro- 
sperity, which  took  away  from  his  great- 
jiess;  but  he  had  perceived  in  the  con- 
duct of  his  imitators  in  the  Congress  at 
■Vienna,  of  whom  the  noble  lord  was  one, 
a  degree  of  littleness  which  was  still 
worse.  He,  however,  considered  it  pos- 
sible, as  he  was  also  ready  to  acknowledge 
it  within  the  bounds  of  possibility,  that 
the  noble  lord  should  one  day  become  a 
magnanimoui  statesman ;  that  Napoleon, 
by  his  future  way  of  conducting  himself 
during  the  second  part  of  his  history,  if 
he  continued  on  the  throne  of  FraiKQ, 
should  ceally  become  a  great  man.  Mr. 
'Whitbread  reproved  the  sentiments  which 


had  been  expressed  towards  .the  French  • 
Ministers,  had  taken  upon  themselves  the 
task  of  destroying  Buonaparte ;  an  bon. 
gentleman  had  recommended  the  anni- 
hilation of  the  army,  and  an  hon.  friend 
of  bis  had  added,  that  of  the  whole  nation, 
men,  women,  and  children.  It  had  beea 
said,  that  the  French  army  had  been  re- 
freshed by  despair ;  if  that  was, the  case, 
the  gentlemen  opposite  bad  nothing  to 
refresh  themselves  with  but  despair,  and 
would  upon  that  principle  soon  be  restored 
to  a  state  of  vigorous  exertions.  When  it 
was  recollected  that  the  noble  lord,  acting 
on  higher  information  than  that  produced 
by  Playfair,  had  consented  to  rob  Denmark 
of  her  fleet,  and  bombard  her  capital,  hovr 
could  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  think 
that  he  would  be  prevented  by  his  regard 
for  the  laws  of  nations  from  infringing  on 
the  inviolability  of  Elba  ?  Yet  that  hon. 
member  had  told  the  House, — what  had  not 
been  attempted  by  the  noble  lord,  even 
in  the  most  stammering  part  of  his  stam- 
mering speech, — [Here  several  cries  of 
'  Order,  order !'  were  heard,  and  Mr. 
W^bitbread,  after  expressing  the  difficulty 
he  had  to  find  a  word  to  express  his  feel- 
ing, substituted  '  hesitating'  instead  of 
stammering  speech,] — that  we  were  only 
bound  to  keep  one  part  of  the  Treaty  of 
Fontainbleau,  and  that  if  it  was  violated  in 
other  parts,  the  blame  was  to  rest  with 
the  Allies.  Did  he  not  recollect  how 
the  country  was  bound  with  the  Allies, 
through  the  Declaration  of  the  duke  of 
Wellington,  lord  Stewart,  and  lord  Ca}h- 
cart,  who  had  taken  upon  themselves  to 
proclaim  that  Buonapari6  had  infringed 
the  Treaty  ?  Those  who  constantly  justified 
their  own  misdeeds  by  their  success* 
should  surely  allow  the  misdeeds  of  others 
to  be  justified  by  their  success;  and  the 
man  who  could  swallow  the  affair  of 
Copenhagen  down,  might  well  swallow 
the  recapture  of  Paris  and  of  the  impe- 
rial throne  by  Buonaparte.  Mr.  Whit- 
bread then  asked  whether  the  conditions 
of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau  bad  been 
fulfilled  towards  the  mother,  sister,  and 
brothers  of  Napoleon ;  whether  their  pen* 
sions  had  been  paid  ;  and  whether  all  the 
property  of  Napoleon's  family  which  had 
been  secured  to  them  by  the  Treaty,  had 
not  been  sequestrated,  without  a  show  of 
reason  ?  Ought  not  the  duchies  of  Parma, 
PUcentia,  and  Guastalla,  also,  to  hav« 
gone  to  his  son?  For  it  was  wrong  to 
suppose  that  an  infant  could  give  his 
consent  to  the  spoliation  of  bis  own  ter* 
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ritories.  Napoleon  had  contracted  for  his 
wife  and  son  ;  but  that  contract  bad  never 
been  folfilled.  The  noble  lord  had  been 
pleased  to  suppose  that  the  empress  Maria 
Louisa  had  not  been  willing  to  join  Buo- 
naparte f  but  he  had  heard,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  she  had  been  restrained  by 
force.  This  was  another  breach  of  the 
Treaty ;  for  she  was  to  have  had  pass- 
ports to  go  where  she  pleased.  The 
noble  lord  had  been  at  Vienna,  and  could 
say  whether  she  had  been  or  was  at  pre- 
sent under  a  forced  restraint.  If  so,  it 
was  a  violation  of  justice,  and  of  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainbleao.  Buon4par(6  had 
been  represented  as  a  man  with  whom 
no  treaty  could  be  kept.  He  wished  to 
know  whether  he  might  not  become  as 
good  a  man  as  his  own  servants  ?  Prince 
Talleyrand,  who  had  been  Napoleon's 
minister  when  a  consul  and  emperor,  was 
in  such  bad  odour  in  that  House,  that  he  re- 
membered an  attack  made  by  the  late  Mr. 
Perceval,  who  with  the  noble  lord  formed 
the  heads  of  the  Opposition  at  theiime,  on 
Mr.  Fox,  lord  Howick,  and  Mr.  Windham, 
whose  correspondence  with  prince  Talley- 
rand was  then  described  as  all  credulity 
on  their  side,  and  all  artifice  on  the  other. 
Yet  the  very  foment  that  minister  had 
deserted  Boonapart^,  he  was  taken  into 
the  noble  lord's  intimate  confidence.  Mr. 
Whitbread  then  alluded  to  the  various 
important  documents  which  bad  recently 
appeared,  and  which  the  noble  lord  had 
not  condescended  to  disavow ;  so  that  they 
^might  be  considered  antbentic.  No  secret, 
*he  said,  would  remain  for  the  Congress  to 
publish.  The  noble  lord  had  said,  that 
he  wished  the  principal  ministers  at  the 
Congress  coold  be  present  in  that  House 
to  defend  themselves.  He  (Mr.  W.)  as- 
sored  him  that  he  participated  in  the  same 
wish.  He  should  like  to  examine  Prince 
Hardenberg  and  Prince  Metternich  with 
respect  to  their  past  conduct;  and  he 
would  be  as  persevering  in  his  questions 
to  them  as  he  had  been  in  those  which  he 
had  put  to  the  noble  lord.  He  would  then 
ask  prince  Talleyrand,  how  he  had  been 
able  to  persuade  the  noble  lord  to  place 
confidence  in  iiim,  after  the  opinion  which 
he  had  till  then  expressed  of  his  artifice 
and  cunning.  Mr.  Whitbread  then  re- 
proved the  breach  of  faith  displayed 
towards  Murat,  which  he  feared  would  be 
the  cause  of  much  bloodshed.  If  Buona- 
parte's righuhand  man  might  be  trusted, 
perhaps  a  time  would  come  when  the 
noble  lord  would  also  place  confidcnct  in 


Napoleon.  From  the  diplomatic  paper 
transmitted  by  prince  Talleyrand  to  the 
Bourbons,  containing  regulations  for  their 
conduct,  as  well  as  from  other  documents, 
no  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  miscon- 
duct  on  their  part,  and  a  wish  to  recall  or 
annul  all  the  concessions  which  they  had 
made  to  the  people.  The  noble  lord  had 
vindicated  himself  from  a  charge  which 
had  never  been  made  a  ground  of  com- 
plaint against  him— -that  of  not  being  at 
Paris  at  the  lime  the  Treaty  of  Fontain- 
bleau  was  negociated.  All  that  he  had 
said,  however,  proved  that  the  great 
success  of  the  Allies  at  that  period  was  not 
the  result  of  their  wisdom,  but  a  mere 
chance  of  the  war,  which,  by  the  blessing 
of  Providence,  had  been  turned  in  their 
favour.  The  complaint  was,  that  when 
lord  Cathcart  was  on  the  spot,  he  should 
have  had  no  instructiofts  how  to  act.  The 
hon.  gentleman  opposite  went  beyond 
what  had  already  been  asserted.  He 
stated  that  Buonaparte,  after  the  occupa- 
tion of  Paris,  was  not  merely  supported 
by  35,000  old  soldiers,  ready  to  shed  the 
last  drop  of  their  blood  in  his  service,  but 
that,  if  he  had  made  it  a  civil  quarrel,  he 
might  have  stood  on  still  more  formidable 
ground  than  he  did  at  present.  Yet  he 
added,  that  he  trusted  to  the  French 
nation  for  keeping  the  Treaty  of  Fontain- 
bleao, on  account  of  its  disaffection  to 
Buonaparte  !  The  hon.  gentleman  might 
lay  this  flattering  unction  to  his  soul,  that 
Napoleon  was  not  strong  in  the  afiectlona 
of  his  people ;  but  he  entertained  a  dif- 
ferent opinion.  The  man  who  could  land 
singi  V  on  the  French  coast,  march  to  the 
Thoiileries,  and  resume  the  throne,  ex- 
posed to  the  vengeance  of  every  individual 
who  had  it  in  his  power  to  level  a  pistol  at 
him,  jnost  have  been  supported  by  the 
wishes  of  the  nation.  He  had  heard  an 
anecdote  on  this  subject  from  a  quarter 
entitled  to  credit.  A  person  who  had 
arrived  at  Lyons  on  the  day  of  Napoleon's 
entrance  into  that  city,  saw  immense 
crowds  round  the  house  which,  he  occu- 
pied, filling  the  air  with  cries  of  "  Vice 
i*Emperewr!*'  There  were  no  soldiers  at 
hand,  and  they  had  all  close  access  to  hit 
person.  The  gentleman  went  immediately 
to  Paris,  and  communicated  at  the  palace 
what  he  had  seen.  He  was  ill  received, 
as  the  bearer  of  unwelcome  intelligence, 
and  warned  by  a  friend  of  his,  that  in 
consequence  of  bis  news  he  might  be 
treated  as  a  spy  unless  he  speedily  made 
off.    The  gentleman  sated  iiiauelf  hj 
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flight.  From  all  that  bad  passed,  there- 
fore, he  was  coQTUiced,  that  not  only  the 
aoldiers,  but  the  people,  were  well  affected 
to  Buonaparte.  It  would  have  been  na- 
tural to  expect  that  a  man  who  had  sacri- 
ficed so  many  warriors  to  his  ambitioii« 
^mnd  dragged  U^em  to  destiruction  amidst 
the  snows  of  Russia^  or  under  the  poniards 
of  Spain,  should  be  unpopular  in  the  army. 
He  fiad  heard  officers  of  distinction  in  lord 
Wellington's  army  say»  however,  that  they 
liadseen  French  prisoners^and  men  who  had 
auffered  all  the  evils  and  mutilationa  which 
humanity  coald  endure^  and  had  never 
heard  one  say  that  he  would  not  joyfully 
]U3t  hi Dftself  under  Napoleon  as  his  captain, 
and  suffer  over  again  for  him  all  that  he 
had  already  undergone.  If  so,  away  went 
the  grounds  on* which  it  was  hoped  to  effiect 
his  overthrow,  or  to  destroy  that  army  and 
the  nation.  He  was  not  singular  in  making 
use  of  the  latter  expression :  lor  he  had 
lately  seen  in  a  foreign  paper,  that  France 
must  be  destroyed^  and  that  it  must  be 
formed  like  Germany,  into  aconfedera* 
tion  under  one  cMef,  but  cease  to  exist  as 
France.  He  reproved  the  loose  mode  in 
which  the  officers  who  ought  to  have 
watched  Buonapart6  had  been  instructed. 
He  contended,  that  Bertrand  must  have 
known  the  inientions  of  his  master  at  an 
earlier  period  than  had  been  mentioned, 
as  he  understood  be  had  been  in  Paris  six 
weeks  before  Biionapaii6  had  left  Elba* 
He  congratulated  the  noble  lord  on  the 
^mal  spirits  which  he  displayed  while 
apeakiiig  of  the  glorious  successes  of  the 
war,  although  he  wondered  that  be  and 
lord  Liverpool  should  not  have  delivered 
up  their  garters  to  the  Prince  Kegent, 
until  those  successes  should  have  been 
completed.  He  thought  al  all  events  it 
would  be  right  to  see  what  precautiona 
Government  had  taken  to  prevent  the 
occurrence  of  an  event  which  had  occa<* 
sioaed  such  alarm. 

Mr.  WdUiky  Pole  said,  that  at  so  late 
an  hour,  and  after  the  very  full  and  able 
discussion  which  the  question  had  under- 
gone, he  sliouid  trespass  but  for  a  very 
short  time  upou  the  attention  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down,  had  commenced  his  speech  by  aa 
appeal  to  the  candour  of  his  hon.  itiend 
(Mr.  Gram).  He  would  not  allow  that 
zjky  candour  was  to  be  found  among  the 
gentlemen  who  sat  upon  the  ministerial 
bench.  He  had  expressly  charged  ihem 
with  \  total  absence  of  all  candour ;  and 
yet  that  hmb  gentleman  bad  himielf,  after 


complaining  of  want  of  candour  in  otherej 
vacandidly  and  unfairly  attributed  to  bsa 
hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grant][,  one  of  the  moat 
horrible  sentiments  that  ever  enteced  into 
the  m'md  of  man,  vi«.  an  earnest  wish  that 
the  whole  French  nation  might  be  extermi'*- 
aated !  The  Houses  in  whose  recollectioo 
the  able  speech  of  his  hon.  friend  wae 
fjreshf  must  know  that  the  impiitatiqn  waa 
utterly  without  foundation,  ,and  would 
therefore  be  able  accurai^y  to  appreciate 
the  right  of  the  hon.  gentleman  to  impeach 
the  csmdour  of  others. 

It  was  ngt  his  intention  to  follow  the 
boa.  member  through  the  various  topics 
which  he  bad  introduced  into  his  speech; 
indeed,  if  he  had  the  ability,  he  could  nm 
do  it  without  being  disorderly;  for  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  touched  upon  almost 
every  subject  that  could  possibly  be  de- 
bated, except  the  question  before  the 
House.  He  had  listened,  as  he  always 
did,  with  great  attention  to  every  part  of 
the  hon.  gentleman's  speech;  aiod  be 
declared  most  solemnly,  that  he  waa 
unable  to  detenaine  whether  the  hon.  gen* 
tleman  really  approved  or  disapproved 
of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau ;  whether  he 
agreed  with  his  learned  friend  who  brought 
forward  the  motion  (Mr.  AJi>ercrembie)»  or 
with  the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (sir 
James  Mackintosh),  who  spoke  later  in  the 
debate ;  for  those  two  learned  gentlemaa 
differed  most  essentially  in  their  opinioas 
respecting  that  Treaty.  The  hon.  gentle* 
maa  seemed  sosaetimes  to  agree  with  both 
of  his  learned  friends  in  turn,  and  some* 
timea  to  differ  from  them  both,  sq  that  it 
waa  almost  impoasihie  to  ascertain  what  hia 
real  opinbn  was.  The  learned  genilemaa 
who  opened  the  debate*  had  maved  for 
certain  papers  ;  but  the  real«  and  indeed 
the  only  questioa  before  the  House  waa 
Uiit-^Whether  by  the  Treaty  of  Fontain* 
bleau,  this  country  bad,  or  bad  not  Uie 
right  to  take  such  oaeasnres  as  were  ne* 
cessary  to  prevent  Buonaparte  from  leaT« 
ing  the  island  of  Elba  ?  This  was  the  6nt 
time  that  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  had  brought  the  Treaty  of 
Fontaiableau  inia  question.  They  now 
called  upon  miaiatera  to  lay  before  Parlta* 
ment  certain  papers  tashow  what  precaa* 
tianary  measwes  bad  been  taken  la  pre-* 
vent  the  escape  of  Baonapart^,  and  what 
informatiott  they  liad  received  respeotiag 
his  inteiitiona ;  bat  iheir  real  intention  waa 
to  discuss  now,  far  the  6rst  time,  the  meiitf 
of  the  Treaty  af  Fontaiableau.  The  gan^ 
tleman  on  the  .other  side  of  the  House  were 
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in  potseiiion  of  the  Trenty  of  Fo^taia* 
bleau  last  year :  they  were  perfectly 
aware  of  all  tie  stifHilationif  but  no  ceosnre 
was  then  thrown  npon  it,  not  even  the 
tligbteat  animad?ertion  was  made  by  any 
one  of  ifaose  gentlemen ;  even  the  hon. 
iae»ber  who  ipoke  last  exproiied  hU 
entire  approbation  of  aU  the  proceedings 
which  took  place  at  that  time  at  Paris, 
with  tho  exception  only  of  the  arrange^ 
menu  respecting  the  Slaye  Trade.  It  ap<( 
peaiedt  howeTor.  that  those  honourable 
gentlemen  now  saw  that  Treaty  in  a  very 
difFerent  point  of  view. 

The  hon*  gentleman  who  spoke  Usl, 
for  the  purpose  of  exculpating  himaetf 
and  his  friends  from  the  charge  of  in- 
attention to  this  important  subject,  had 
asked#  why  should  it  haTe  been  expected 
of  them  to  be  alert  while  the  mintsters-^ 
the  paid  wstchmen-^were asleep?  This 
was  the  first  time  he  bad  oyer  heard  that 
the  misconduct  of  ministers  (supposing 
they  had  been  guilty  of  any)  was  an 
excuse  for  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  neglecting  their  duty*  But 
he  wonid  be  more  candid  to  the  hon« 
gentleman  than  he  waa  to  himself;  he 
wouhl  give  him  more  credit  lor  atteniion 
to  his  parliamentary  duty  than  he  was 
disposed  to  give  hunself.  The  silence 
of  the  hon.  gentleoMo  opposite.last  year, 
respecting  the  Treaty  of  Fontainbleau,  did 
not  arise  from  their  having  overlopked 
that  mnasttre— 4t  was  too  important  a  dO'* 
coment  to  have  escaped  their  attention} 
and  if  they  had  seen  any  thing  in  it  which 
called  for  censure,  they  would  not  have 
concealed  their  opinions.  But  the  fact 
was,  that  they  then  thought  it  a  wise 
measure,  and  have  only  been  indueed  to 
change  their  opinion  by  the  events  wbioh 
have  reeeniiy  occurred.  By  that  Treaty, 
with  which  last  year  tho  gentlenMn  o»  the 
other  side  of  the  House  found  no  fault, 
Buonaparte  bad  a  tight  la  be  treated  aa  a 
sovereign  prinGe<-«tbo  Brttish  Gyavem* 
ment  were  bound  so  to  consider  him»  and 
therefiNTO  would  not  have  been  justified  in 
surrounding  him  wkh  spieaov  guards,  and 
treating  him  aa  a  prisoner,  or  in  searching 
all  ships  that  went  to  or  quitted  Elba,  after 
a  stipolation  to  respeel  she  flag  of  thai 
isiend.  If  he  was  right  in  thia  construct 
tion  of  the  IVeaty,  the  nsotion  of  tho  hon. 
and  learned  member  as«l  fiUl  to  tho 
ground :  for  if  under  the  Treaty  of  Fon« 
tainbleau  the  British  Government  had  no 
right  to  watch  Buonaparte,  no  inslmctions 
eoold  hare  ^en  giveci  for  Ihal  purpose. 


nor  would  ministers  have  called  for  the; 
informsiion  for  which  the  boo.  member 
had  now  moved. 

A  great  deal  had  been  said  by  the  righ^ 
hon.  gentleman  on  the  bench  opposite 
'  (Mr.  Elliot),  for  whom  he  entertained  tho 
highest  respect,  about  the  conduct  of  hie 
noble  friend  (lord  Castlereagb),  with  re* 
gard  to  the  Treaty  of  Fontaiobleau :  he 
seemed  to  think  that  his  noble  friend  waa 
to  blame,  either  for  not  being  at  Parin 
when  that  Treaty  was  negociated,  or  for 
not  baviog  furnished  lord  Cathcart  witb 
the  necessary  instructions.  But,  before 
gentlemen  pronounced  so  decided  an  opi-* 
niooj  they  should  recall  to  their  recollect 
lion  what  the  real  state  of  afiairs  at  thai 
time  was  in  France.  His  noble  friend 
had  explained  to  the  House  how  ioopos* 
sible  ii  was  for  him  to  have  beeo  at  Paris 
when  the  Treaty  waa  negociaiod ;  and  a 
little  consideration  would  satisfy  the  House, 
that  he  conld  not  have  sent  the  instruct 
tiooe  to  lord  Cathcart.  Gentlemen  must 
remember  the  very  strong  sensation  which 
was  exciied  in  this  country  when  the  ii>» 
teUigence  arrived  of  the  extraordinary 
movement  made  by  Buonaparte,  by  whieb 
he  placed  himself  m  the  rear  of  the  Allies, 
and  by  which  his  noble  friend  was  np^ 
rated  from  them.  Many  persona  in  ihia 
country  entertained  the  most  serious  alarms 
upon  the  subject,  and  thought  that  the 
whole  Allied  armies  were  in  conside- 
rable danger.  Under  thote  circumstances^ 
surely  hw  noble  friend  •  could  not  be 
hlaaasd  because  he  did  not  at  that  moment 
foresee  the  march  to  Paris,  the  surrender 
of  that  capital,  and  the  abdication  of  Buo* 
naparte ;  or  because  he  did  not,  under  such 
circumstances,  furnish  lord  Cathcart  (who 
was  not,  as  the  right  hon.  gentleman  had 
supposed,  his  nobie  friend's  colleague,  but 
was  accredited  te  Russia  in  n  diSwenl 
capactty]|,  with  instructions  for  the  nego* 
ciation  of  a  Treaty  respecting  the  manner 
of  disposing  of  Bnonapart^'  after  biadh* 
thronement.  He  was  convinced,  that 
when  the  right  hon.  gentleman  opposite 
(Mr.  £lliot>»  of  whose  candour  he  thought 
very  highly,  took  these  cimuflutancee 
seriensly  into  his  consideration,  he  would 
be  disposed  te  retract  tho  censure  which 
be  had  pionnnnced. 

The  gentiemen  en  the  other  side  of  the 
Honse,  however,  by  no  means  agreed  in 
opinion  respecting  the  conduct  of  hie 
noble  friend  at  Paris.  The  hon.  gentle- 
man  who  spoke  last  had  distinctly  stated 
that^t  wsas  ImposHbla  for  hit  noUe  firiead 
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not  to  hare  signed  the  Treaty  under  all 
the  circumstances  of  the  case.  He  begged 
the  House  to  consider  what  was  the  situa- 
tion of  his  noble  friend  when  he  arrived  at 
Paris.  He  found  that  the  Treaty  had 
been  agreed  upon  by  the  rest  of  the 
Allies,  and  the  Proyisional  French  Govern- 
ment ;  and  it  was  represented  to  him,  that 
unless  that  Treaty  was  carried  into  effect, 
the  marshals  and  the  soldiery  would  not 
submit;  and  that,  on  the  other  hand,  if  it 
were  agreed  to,  they  would  become  good 
and  faithful  subjects  to  the  King.  If 
under  these  circumstances  be  had  refused 
to  accede  to  the  Treaty,  the  consequences 
night  have  been  most  fatal,  the  Allies 
might  have  been  placed  in  a  situation  of 
great  peril,  and  the  whole  Coalition  perhaps 
have  been  broken  up. 

Ifj  then,  the  noble  lord  had  acted  pro- 
perly in  acceding  to  a  part  of  the  stipu- 
lations of  that  Treaty,  the  next  question  to 
consider  was,  whether  any  part  of  the 
subsequent  conduct  of  the  Allies  was  a 
breach  of  that  Treaty  ?  If  the  Treaty  was 
a  valid  one,  they  were  bound,  as  he  had 
said  before,  to  treat  Buonaparte  as  a  sove- 
reign prince ;  they  could  not  therefore 
set  guards  about  his  person,  and  treat  him 
like  a  prisoner.  ^  Nothing  could  be  a 
Stronger  proof  of'  this,  than  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (sir  James 
Mackintosh);  for,,  after  having  laid  it 
down  in  the  broadest  terms,  that  the  Allies 
had  by  that  Treaty  a  full  right  to  adopt 
any  measures  tiat  might  be  necessary  to 
compel  Buonaparte  to  observe  its  stipula- 
tions ;  after  having  reasoned  at  conside- 
rable length  to  maintain  this  position,  he 
was  at  last  so  sensible  of  not  being  borne 
out  by  the  terms  of  the  Treaty  in  his 
argument,  that  he  declared,  that  when  he 
had  seen  the  Treaty  abroad,  he  was  fully 
persuaded  that  there  must  be  a  secret 
article  (kept  back  out  of  delicacy  to 
Buonaparte),  giving  to  the  Allies  the 
p6wer  to  take  measures  for  their  security 
against  his  future  proceedings ;  and  that 
he  had  not  conversed  with  one  rational 
man  who  was  not  of  the  same  opinion. 
The  learned  gentleman  declared,  that  he 
could  not  conceive  how  the  Allies  should 
have  signed  the  Treaty  without  a  secret 
article  giving  to  them  the  necessary 
power  of  coercion  \^  it  was  obvious,  there- 
fore, that  the  learned  gentleman  must  be 
of  opinion  that  the  public  articles  of  the 
Treaty  did  not  give  them  such  a  power, 
and  that  therefore  the  British  Government 
could  not  have  been  justified  in  taking 


the  steps  which  he  had  contended  they 
ought  to  have  taken. 

With  regard  to  the  supposed  infractions 
of  the  Treaty,  there  was  not  the  slightest 
foundation  for  any  of  the  allegations  that 
had  been  made  upon  that  subject,  unless 
it  were  as  to  the  pecuniary  part  of  the  sti- 
pulations, with  which  Great  Britain  had 
nothing  to  do;  he  did  not  know  whether 
it  was  agreed  that  the  money  should  be 
paid  quarterly ;  he  certainly  wished  that 
it  had  been  regularly  paid ;  but  any  irre* 
gularity  upon  that  subject  did  not  warrant 
Buonaparte  in  considering  the  Treaty  as 
being  thereby  annulled.     He  ought  in  the 
first  instance  to  have  remonstrated  agaiust 
what  he  conceived  to  be  a  violation  of  the 
Treaty,  and  if  redress  was  not  granted,  he 
would  then  have  been  justified  in  having 
recourse  to  stronger  measures.   But  he  had 
made    no  remonstrance,   nor    had  com- 
j>lained  in  any  way,  or  in  any  quarter,  that 
the  stipulations  in  his  favour  had  not  been 
observed.    With  respect  to  what  had  been 
said  about  the  infraction  of  the  Treaty,  as 
far  as  concerned  Maria  Louisa,  it  was 
equally  void  of  foundation.      When  his 
noble  friend  left  the  Congress^  he  under- 
stood that  she  was  to  have  the  duchies  of 
Parma,  Placentia,  and  Goastalla,  or  such 
an  equivalent  for  them  as  she  should  agree 
to  accept.    It  was  «not  necessary  to  ton- 
suit  Buonaparte  upon  the  subject;   the 
ducl^ies  were  to  be  conferred  on  her  in 
full  sovereignty ; '  and  as  an  independent 
sovereign,    Maria  Louisa   was   perfectly 
competent  to  decide  for  herself.     It  had 
been  said,    that  Buooapart6   had   urged 
these  supposed  infractions  of  the  Treaty  as 
a  justification  of  his  conduct  in  invading 
France ;  but  that  was  a  mistake.     It  was 
true,  that  after  he  had  been  some  time  in 
France,  he  did  issue  the  document  alluded 
to  by  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread),  which, upon  reflection,  he  probably 
thought  might  be  useful  in  furnuhing  ar- 
guments, in  foreign  countries,  to  those  who 
might  be  inclined  to  favour  bis  casse; 
but  in  his  first  Proclamation   after    he 
landed  in  France,  he  stated,  not  that  the 
Treaty  of  Fontainblean  had  been  violated, 
but  that  it  never  was  valid  ;  that  he  had 
never  given  up  his  rights ;  and  all  the  tima 
he  had  been  in  Elba,  his  thoughts  had 
been  turned  to  the  wrongs  sustained  by 
his  good  people  of  France,  and  by  himself, 
and  to  the  means  of  redressing  them.    AU 
that  had  been  said,  therefore,  about  the 
infractions  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontainblean 
could  not  bear  upon  the  quaition ;  for 
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BuoDapar(6  bad  declared*  that  he  never 
coDsidered  it  as  bindiog»  and  that  from 
the  time  he  went  to  Elba  he  was  con- 
stantly watching  for  a  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  breaking  it*  of  restoring  to  France 
and  the  army  the  glory  they  had  lost,  and 
of  returning  to  his  old  system — a  system 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  opposite  had 
been  for  years  advising  this  country  to 
tolerate,  by  suing  for  peace.  [Mr.  Whit- 
bread  cried.  Hear!  Hear!^  He  was  not 
appealing  to  the  candour  ot'the  hon.  gen« 
tleman ;  he  knew  him  too  well  to  make 
so  fruitless  an  experiment;  but  he  was 
appealing  to  the  candour  and  to  the  good 
sense  of  the  House,  and  the  country.  The 
House  and  the  country  would  recollect, 
that  year  after  year  the  hon.  gentleman 
and  his  friends  had  endeavoured  by  their 
speeches  to  damp  our  hopes  and  paralize 
our  exertions,  by  an  endless  series  of  pre- 
dictions a»  gloomy  as  they  were  un- 
founded. That  the  hon.  gentletuan  and 
his  friends  had  despaired  of  the  cause  of 
the  Peninsula,  and  had  loudly  called 
upon  the  Administration  of  this  country  to 
abandon  Spain  and  Portugal  to  their  fate ; 
and  that  the  hon.  gentleman  himself,  not 
satisfied  with  year  after  year  urging  the 
House  to.  sue  for  peace,  had  even  ap- 
pealed to  the  people  in  a  pamphlet  on  the 
same  subject* 

Much  had  been  said  in  the  coarse  of 
the  debate  about  the  momentous  nature 
of  the  present  crisis,  and  the  peril  to 
which  this  country  and  all  Europe  were 
subjected  by  the  return  of  Buonaparte  to 

Sower.  The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
ad  stated  this  in  very  strong  terms.  He 
agreed,  that  it  was  impossible  to  use  terms 
too  strong  in  speaking  of  the  momentous 
crisis  in  which  we  were  placed,  unless  it 
were  to  be  said  that  this  great  country  was 
not  fully  competent  to  meet  the  danger, 
and  to  repel  it.  Great  and  imminent  as 
our  danger  was,  he  was  confident  we  were 
capable  of  meeting  it;  and  he  had  no 
doubt  but  that  the  same  spirit  and  the 
same  perseverance  which  had  been  mani- 
fested in  the  former  struggle  by  the  peo- 
ple, and  had  been  so  nobly  backed  bv  this 
house  and  the  Crown,  would  again  bring 
ns  through  our  present  difficulties.  He 
fairly  owned,tbathe  could  hardly  conceive 
Buonaparte's  remaining  in  power  to  be 
compatible  with  the  safety  of  this  country; 
the  crisis  was  certainly  most  dangerous. 
But  the  House  had  already  done  much  to 
avert  the  danger,  by  strengthening  the 
kands  of  Government  in  a  manner  to 


I  enable  them  either  to  prepare  for  a  vigor- 
ous war,  or  to  insure  an  honourable  and 
solid  peace.  The  same  firmness  and  the 
same  spirit,  he  trusted,  would  bring  mat- 
ters to  the  same  glorious  result  which  had 
followed  the  exertions  of  his  noble  friend 
last  year,  and  which  he,  in  a  great  mea- 
sure, attributed  to  his  abilities,  though  we 
had  been  told  to«night  that  our  success 
was  owing  to  a  mere  chance  of  war.  If 
the  House  and  the  country  remained  true 
to  themselves,  he  had  the  most  sanguine 
hope  that  we  should  ride  triumphant 
through  the  storm,  and  that  our  situation, 
notwithstanding  all  our  difficulties,  might 
ultimately  be  different  indeed  from  that 
in  which  we  should  have  stood,  if  the  ad* 
vice  of  the  hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Whit- 
bread},  and  his  friends,  had  been  taken, 
who  loudly  and  repeatedly  recommended 
a  peace  with  Buonaparl6  when  he  was  in 
the  zenith  of  his  power  and  his  crimes. 

Mr.  Jbercrombie  replied,  and  said  that 
the  question  for  the  House  to  decide  was, 
whether  thoie  ministers  who  had  been 
proved  guilty  of  such  criminal  negligence, 
were  fit  persons  to  be  trusted  with  the 
management  of  affairs  in  the  present 
alarming  crisis. 

The  House  divided : 

For  the  motion • 6!^ 

Against  it ; WJ 

Majority — 8i 


HOUSE  OP  COMMONS. 

FHdty,  April  ^\. 

Postage  of  East  India  Letters.]  Mr. 
Ticmty  presented  a  Petition  from  the 
merchants,  ship-owners,  and  others,  inte- 
rested in  the  trade  of  India,  praying  re- 
lief in  a  matter  o/  which  the  petitioners 
complained  relative  to  the  postage  of 
letters  to  India.  He  begged  leave  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  House  to  an  Act  which 
had  passed  last  session,  subjecting  letters 
sent  to  India  with  a  charge  of  postage* 
Up  to  the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  Act, 
the  letters  to  India  had  always  been  car- 
ried out  by  the  regular  ships  of  the  India 
Company,  which  were  all  known  to  have 
their  voyages  ascertained  and  fixed,  and 
by  which  of  course  those  who  had  friends, 
relatives,  or  commercial  connexions  in 
India  could  be  certain  of  their  letters 
being  carried  safe  and  direct  to  the  place 
they  wished  to  send  them ;  or  if  their  cor- 
res|>ondents  should  happen  to  be  in  the 
interior  of  the  country,  they  were  sore 
their  letters  would  be  landed  at  the  port 
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io  which  the  ship  tras  dispatched,  and 
from  thence  forwarded  immediately  to 
those  to  whom  they  were  directed.    By 
the  Act  in  que8tioD>  however,  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer,  always  feelingly 
alive  to  the  increase  of  the  revenue,  had 
provided,  that  in  future  all  letters  should 
be  liable  to  a  certam  rate  of  postage  to  be 
paid  for  each  letter,  which  was  to  be 
conveyed  in  the  best  tnanner  the  Post- 
office  coutd  find  out ;   for  there  wa()  no 
regular  mode  even  yet  established    by 
which  there  was  the  smallest  certainty  of 
Buch  letters  thus  chained  reaching  the 
place  of  their  destination.     On  thre  pay- 
ment of  one  third  part  of  the  postage  thus 
fixed  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
such  persons  as  wished  to  Write  to  India 
were  allowed  to  send  their  letters  by  any 
ships  which  they  could   themselves  find 
out  were  destined  to  the  part  of  India  to 
which  they  had  occasion  to  write,  or  to 
the  nearest  port,  from  which  they  must 
trust    to    chance,  whether  their    letters 
might  ever  reach  the  place  to  whh:h  they 
Were  addressed.    Country  ships  were  now 
almost  the  only  medium  throuch  which 
letters  could  be  conveyed,  and  nothing 
could   be  more  uncertain  than  that  con- 
veyance.    It  happened  frequently,  that 
the  owners  of  a  country  ship  advertised 
their  intention  of  sailmg  to  a  certain  set- 
tlement ;  but  before  their  departure,  and 
after. great  numbers  of  letters  had  been 
sent  on  board  them,  addressed  to  persons 
residing  in  that  settlement^for  instance, 
Bombay — the  owners  of  the  ship,  from 
intelligence  in  the  mean  time  received,  or 
from  various   concurring  circumstances, 
were  obliged  to  change  the  first  destina- 
tion, and  the  ship  was  sent  to  Madras : 
perhaps  she  would  arrive  at  the  latter 
place  just  before  the  monsoons  set  in,  and 
then  she  could  not  leave  Madras,  or  at 
^  least  could  not  get  round  'to  Bombay  in 
less  than  three  or  four  months ;  so  that  all 
intelligence  of  a  commercial  nature  was 
Tendered  perfectly  nugatory  and  useless, 
and   those  which    bore    the   afTdctlonate 
effusions  and  communications  of  relatives 
tiT  friends,  were  in  a  state  of  the  greatest, 
doubt  and  uncertainty  of  ever  being  re- 
ceived  at  all  by  those  who  would  natu- 
rally be  waiting  for  and  expecting  them 
wiih  the  keenest  solicitude  and  anxiety.. 
This  was  the  awkward  and  extraordinary 
situation  of  hundreds  of  parents,  relatives, 
and  commercial  communicants,  in  return 
for  being  charged  with  the^  postage  of 
Iheir  letters,  and  from  which  they  now  by 
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tbcfir  petition  prayed  the  House  to  relieTe 
tihem.     It  was  impossible  to  enter  into  all 
the  minutiae  of  calculation  wbich  might 
have  influenced  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  endeavour  to  increase  the 
revenue  of  the  Post-office  by  such  un- 
common tngenuity  ;-**but  be  believed  it 
wduld  be  thought  extremely  hard  by  the 
people  of* this  country— »fbr  in^ance,  those 
residrtig  at  Greenwich^  Richmond,  Putney, 
and  many  other  towns  at  a  greater  dis* 
tance  where  no  mail-coaches  travel,-^if,  ia 
addition  to  an  extra  charge  on  their  letters, 
b«  was  to  deprive  them  of  the  post-boys 
whh  their  boms  and  ponies,  or  thart  by  a 
payment  of  one-third  of  such  postage  be 
should  allow  them  to  send  their  letters  by 
any  means  which  they  might  themselves 
find  oat.     This  was  exactly  the  case  with 
those  who  had  correspondents  in  Indis, 
and  who  might  now  be  in  a  manner  said 
to  be  actually  cut  oET  from  all  communi- 
cation by  letters  that  could  by  any  means 
be  depended   on.     Having  stated  these 
circumstances,  he  would  not  longer  take 
up  the  time  of  the  House.     There  were 
several  gentlemen  present  who  were  better 
acquainted  with  the  chrcumstances  of  the 
case  than  he  was,  and  who  wiere  infinitely 
more  deeply  interested  in  the  business. 
In  fact,  he  was  no  way  concerned  in  it ; 
but  as  he  had  been  applied  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  presenting  the  petition,  he  feh  it 
his  duty  to  make  the  short  statement  he 
hftd  sobmhted  to  the   Mtention  of   the 
House ;  and  he  hoped  the  right  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  so  far  consider  the  hard- 
ships of   the    case   as    to    suspend  this 
postage  and    restriction  in  sending  out 
letters  to  India,  at  least  till  tlie  Post-office 
could  perfect  the  plan  they  had  In  con- 
templation,   by    which    correspondence 
might  be  conveyed  to  India  with  as  much 
certainty  and  security  as  it  was  to  any  or 
all  of  our  colonies  in  distant  parts  of  the 
globe. 

The  Petition  being  brought  up  and 
read,  he  moved  that  it  do  Ke  on  the  table. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  stated, 
that  he  hoped  very  soon  to  be  able  to 
present  to  the  House  some  provisions  for 
the  conveyance  of  letters  to  India,  which 
would  give  that  ^reat  branch  of  the  em- 
pire the  same  facilities  of  correspondence 
as  were  enjoyed  by  our  other  colonisrl 
possessions.  He  hoped  that  gentlemen 
who  might  be  concerned  in  this  question, 
would  suspend  their  opinions  till  the 
measure  should  be  produced. 

Mr.  Fmky  observed,  that  we  bad  at 
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premt  no  meani  of  cominunicotton  with 
ibe  foreigo  colonieti  except  by  merchanl 
ihips;  he  was  convinced  that  the  com* 
mercoof  the  conntry  had  materiany  suf- 
fered by  this  Actj  and  thai  it  woaid  be 
better  to  repeal  it  altoeether* 

Mr.  Parba  spoke  in  favoar  of  the  prayer 
of  the  petition,  and  urged  the  illiberality 
of  subjecting  persons  with  small  incomes, 
as  were  most  of  the  families  whose 
children  were  in  India,  to  the  payment  of 
heavy  postage,  in  order  to  correspond 
with  them. 

Mr.  IV.  Smkh  said,  that  certainly  reve- 
nne  was  a  great  object  with  the  Post- 
office  ;  but  it  was  unquestionably  a  matter 
of  the  greatest  injustice,  that  persons  so 
deeply  hiterested  as  those  were  who  had 
connexions  of  interest  or  affection  in  so 
distant  a  part  as  India,  should  not  only  be 
aubjected  to  the  many  grievous  inconve- 
niences and  anxieties  they  must  of  course 
suffer,  but  that  they  should  be  made  to 
pajT  for  it  into  the  bargain.  He  mentioned 
an  instance  within  his  own  knowledge,  of 
m  clergyman  with  a  large  family,  a  friend 
of  his,  and  a  considerable  part  of  whose 
family  was  In  India,  who  had  men- 
^tioned  to  him  the  numerous  vexations  and 
anxious  doubts  he  had  suffered  from  this 
novel  and  unmatured  plan  of  raising  a  new 
branch  of  revenue ;  and  could  not  help 
giving  it  as  his  opinion,  that  it  wu  highl^ 
unjust  that  the  Post-office,  which  was  ori- 
ginally instituted  for  thp  purposes  of 
public  convenience,  should  be  converted 
into  a  mere  instrument  of  revenue. 

Sir  J.  Maekmioth  said,  that  India  was 
the  only  part  of  our  colonial  possessions 
with  the  communications  and  correspon- 
dence of  which  he  was  at  all  acquainted, 
and  he  thought  it  was  not  only  unjust  to 
charge  a  rate  of  postage  on  letters  for 
which  no  certain  conveyance  was  yet 
provided, « though  the  act  had  passed 
nearly  a  twelvemonth,  but  it  was  also 
extremely  cruel  and  impolitic  to  cut  off 
the  meana  of  conveying  affectionate  re- 
membrances to  those  who  had  left  their 
native  country,  and  would  be  a  means  of 
cutting  asunder  the  knot  which,  as  long  as 
it  remained  entire,  could  not  fiul  to  make 
the  naiaU  $ohm  the  grand  object  of  affec- 
tionate recollection,  and  so  place  the 
mother  country  as  the  object  of  most 
pleasing  remembrance,  while  absent,  and 
of  the  most  ardent  wishes  to  return  to  it 
as  soon  u  circumstances  afid  opportunity 
would  permiu  He  therefore  hoped  the 
posuge  would  be  suspended  till  the  plan 

(VOL.  XXX.) 


A»iL2lf  181^* 


[770 


and  accommodation  could  be  made  ready. 
As  it  was  situated  at  present,  he  repeated 
it  was  both  impolitic  and  unjust,  and 
tended  to  tear  asunder  the  tendeiest  and 
most  powerful  feelings  of  human  nature. 

Mr.  Luikmgim  said,  it  was  premature  to 
judge  of  the  operation  of  the  Act  as  yet. 
The  plan  was  in  great  forwardness,  and 
would  be  completed  as  expeditiously  as 
possible. 

The  Petition  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table.  After  which  Mr.  Tiemey  then 
presented  another  Petition,from  the  parents, 
friends,  and  relatives  of  those  persons  who 
had  Quitted  this  country  to  reside  in  India ; 
which  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Nelson  Estatb.]  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  moved,  that  the  House  do 
at  its  rising  adjourn  to  Monday. 

Mr.  WhUhread  said,  before  the  question 
was  put,  he  begged  leave  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  a  subject  which  he 
thought  deserving  their  consideration.  It 
was  well  known  to  the  House,  that  a  large 
sum  of  money  had  long  since  been  voted 
by  the  House,  for  the  porpoee  of  provid- 
ing a  suitable  mansion,  &c.  for  the  heirs  of 
the  late  lord  Nelson:  that  such  money 
had  been  long  ready;  but  a  proper  estate, 
Slc  coold  not  be  fixed  on.  Lately,  hQW^ 
ever,  it  seemed  that  a  place  which  was 
deemed  in  every  respect  answerable  foe 
the  purpose  had  been  agreed  upon  by  tho 
commissioners,  and  it  was  hinted  that  an 
additional  sum  of  9,000/.  would  be  wanting 
to  complete  the  purchase.  He  had  been 
informed  that  within  a  very  short  time  n 
memorial  had  been  presented  to  the  Trea- 
sury, from  a  Mr.  Kemp,  stating,  that  he 
conceived  a  purchase  bad  been  made  of 
an  estate,  mansioo-hoose,  itc.  which  be- 
longed to  him  in  the  county  of  Sofiblk, 
which  had  been  Tiewed  by  the  present 
Md  Nelson,  who  bad  taken  down  Bir. 
Bolton  with  him,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  its  value,  and  that  both  of 
them  having  approved  of  the  whole  of 
the  premises,  the  price  had  been  finally 
fixed,  and  the  sum  was  somewhat  within 
that  granted  uy  Parliament  for  the  pur- 
pose of  remunerating  the  service*  of  the 
gallant  officer  on  whom  the  title  of  lord 
Nelson  bad  been  conferred.  He  thought, 
therefore,  the  House  should  hesitate  u 
little  before  thev  would  sanction  a  grant 
for  an  additional  9,000/.  when  a  claim  was 
put  in  for  the  money  agreed  on  aa  a  pur- 
chase of  an  estate  agrenble  to  the  present 
lord  Nelson  and  his  advisers*  and 
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MToold  come  within  the  suiii  graoted  by 
ParliamAni. 

The  Ck^neellor  ^  th€  Exchequer  taidj  he 
would  esplaiu  tbe  subjeei  to  ibe  Home  on 
a  fttture  day. 

Tbiatt  bbtwebn  tbb  Allies  siomso 
AT  ViBNiiA.]  On  the  motioB,  tbat  the 
Hoaie  at  iu  riimg  do  adjoufn  till  Monday 
next, 

Mr.  WIMreai  obierved,  that  feeling  as 
he  did,  from  a  consideration  of  all  the  cir- 
cjuBStancoi,  from  a  consideration  of  the 
alleged  parlies,  from  a  oonsideration  of 
the  sttpfMsed  eonditions,  that  the  j^per 
which  had  that  day  been  published  in  a 
partial  manner,  in  the  Tima,  purporting 
to  be  a  Treaty  between  the  Allied  Powers» 
signed  ai  Vienna  on  tbe  25th  March, 
could  be  no  other  than  a  forgery;  he 
nevertheless  could  not  refrain  from  asking 
the  noble  lord  tbe  qnestion.  If  it  shoold 
torn  out  not  to  be  so,  this  most  extraordi* 
nary  hxA  wooid  appear-^that  it  was 
actually  signed  at  the  time  when  the 
noble  lord  declai«d  in  that  House,  that  the 

Suestion  of  peace  or  war  was  wholly  on- 
eoided ! 

Lord  CoMtkriogk  said,  he  certainly  felt 
it  his  duty  to  afoid,  if  possible  entering 
into  an  argunent  on  subjects  which  could 
not  with  propriety  be  yet  brought  befbre 
the  House;  But  with  respect  to  the  ques» 
tioB  of  the  hen.  gentleman,  if  be  conceived 
that  it  was  his  duty  to  dffer  an  advifio  to 
Ihe  Crown  on  the  sufeyect  to  which  it 
related,  and  intended  In  bring  that  subject 
before  the  House  in  a  regular  way,  he 
(lord  Castlereagh)  should  consider  that, 
eirconutance  as  a  justification  for  his  giv- 
Ing  an  answer  to  the  question. 

Mr.  WkUhnai*  —  Then  the  inferenoe 
from  what  has  fisllen  just  now  from  the 
noble  lord  is,  that  the  Treaty  which  has 
appealed  in  one  of  the  papers  of  this  day 
ie  a  genuine  Treaty  ?> 

Lord  GflUlfrsqfL-T^Does  the  hen.  gentle* 
man  mean  io  say,  thai  it  is  his  intention  to 
call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  it  ?  If  so,  I 
have  no  hesitation  in  admitting  tbat  a 
Tref  ly  was  signed  at  Vieooa  on  the  2itb 
^  March  \  and  that  the  newspa|^r  alluded 
to  by  the  ben.  geoilemaa^  witb  some  inac« 
curacies,  <^0Dtains  the  substance  of  that 
Treaty.  The  Treaty,  however,  is  not  yet 
ratified  by  all  of  the.  Allied  Powers,  and 
Iherefore  not  in  a  state  to  be  submitted  to 
ParVameot.  But  if  the  hon.  gentleman 
thinks  proper  to  call  tbe  attention  of  Par* 
Kament  to  i(  in  a  regular  way,  I  shall  cer<» 


tainly  consider  ii  my  doty  to  he  prepared 
to  meet  him  in  any  discussion  on  the  sub* 
ject. 

Mr.  mt«&fead.^The   noble   lord    hmm 

said  that  the  Treaty  is  not  yet  ratified  by 

all  the  Allied  Powers;   but  we  find  nowr 

tbat  the  substance  of  it  is  true.  The  noble 

lord  has  told  us  that  there  are  inaceorai* 

cies ;    but  then  he  has  not  told  us  what  the 

nature  of  these  inaccuracies  are;  wbethmr 

they  are  all  inaccuracies  of  language.    I 

shall  pause  till  I  see  what  these  inaceura* 

cies  are ;    because  I  cannot  conceive  honr» 

any  person,  if  the  Treaty  which  we  have 

seen  is  accurate  in  sobstanoe*  could  pos«' 

sibly  put  bis  hand  to  it.   I  would  ask  thosn 

who  expect  tbat  we  should  abstain  from 

all  argument  on  the  present  ocoasioub  to 

read  that  Treaty* 

Lord  CMkrfigh.^l  think  that  I  hate 
shown  a  sufficient  disposition  to  candour  i» 
my  conduct  towards  the  ben.  gentleman- 
this  evening,  however  much  he  SEiay  be 
indisposed  to  piv^  me,  or  those  who  aca 
with  me,  credit  for  candour  on  any  occa* 
sion.  I  have  told  the  hon.  gentleman  that 
if  he  ean  show  that  any  practical  purpose 
can  possibly  be  answered  by  it,  I  shall  be 
prepared  to  answer  his  question.  But 
when  I  have  given  him  this  anawer,  upon 
what  principle  does  he  conceive  himself 
entitled,  contrary  to  all  the  rules  of  Parlia^ 
ment^  to  enter  iole  a  premature  discnmioiv 
or  endeavonr  to  throw  ont  calumnies  not 
supported  by  areumeat,  against  any  pro* 
ceedings  of  wbidi  he  disapproves  ?«— I  cer* 
tainly  consider  such  a  usode  of  proeeedii^ 
<  a  grom  violation  of  prc^iety. 

Mr.  WhUkead,^Tb^  noUo  lerd  bet 
thoiight  proper  to  call  me  te  order,  in  e 
speech  which  is  itaelf  eatremaly  disor* 
derly.  I  contend,  that  I  hare  e  perfbct 
right  to  deliver  my  sentiments  on  thiasnb* 
ject,  on  the  question  of  tbe  adjournmeofr 
of  the  House.  I  have  a  right  to  eensem 
my  approbation  or  disappnohation  of  tbe 
Treaty,  on  the  aiowal  of  it  by  the  nobks 
lord,  and  lo  oppoaa  the  adieWMneet  of 
tbe  House,  if  I  think  pfoper.  The  eaUo 
lord  has  accused  me  of  makiog  u^  of  the 
language  of  caluemy.  It  is  iospomible  lo 
speak  oir  tbe  nioceediogs  of  the  Ceegreie 
in  terms  of  cmumny.  I  mighl,  if  I  thimghl 
proper,  uaove,  that  tbe  House  should  sit 
to*morrow.  But  as  the  noble  lord  haa 
avowed  tbe  Tireaty,  I  am  ratbea  dispomd 
to  put  the  quest ion-*^That  the  aupplies  b^ 
withheld,  whiob  bv  oar  former  votes  we 
expressed  our  resolution  to  confide  fce  the 
Crown.    I  wish  farther  to  ask  the  nobla 
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lord,  whether  tb«  Treity  hts  not  been  mA* 
fied  by  £ogl«iid»  if  it  hM  noi  been  ratified 
by  ftll  the  other  elliod  Powers  }  Becaete 
the  duke  of  W^lliogtdwi  if  the  Treaty  hot 
■ot  beeti  ratified  by  Kiiglalid^  looat  ha? e 
icied  00  hii  owr  aothorlty**  We  ought  to 
hnow  the  iDftroetiont  which  bare  beeA 
given  to  ibe  duke  of  WtHi«gion--«r  who* 
ther  he  baa  acted  withoat  aoy  inatroetionB 
«l  ait.  The  noble  lord  has  aeknowledged| 
thai  the  Tireaty  which  we  bare  aeen  is 
fobatontiaily  correct,  fend  he  has  also 
owned  that  it  contains  inaccuracies.  Whit 
iort  of  inooraracies  are  they?  Are  they 
tneccoracies  of  lannoaKe  ?  (^  Sobatamial 
taaccjiraetes/'  said  lord  Castlereogb,  ecross 
the  table.]  No;  it  seems  they  were  inac* 
curacies  of  another  kind.  Will  the  noble 
lord  give  os  the  Treaty,  or  tell  us  whether 
it  has  been  ratified  by  Great  Britain  ?  Will 
be  pot  me  and  the  Hoose  in  a  condition 
of  knowing  how  nsoch  we  ore  to  cnoept 
fironitf  or  add  to,  this  Treaty,  which  we 
ba?e  seen  in  an  article  from  Vienna  in  one 
of  the  papers  i  I  oonceif  e,  8h-,  that  my 
condnet  ims  not  appeared  to  yea  as  dis* 
orderly,  from  yoor  not  tntorropting  me* 
I  oonceiTo  thai  I  ba?e  a  right  lo  mote, 
that  the  House  shoold  not  adjourn  eten  till 
Monday  next,  till  the  Hoose  should  oome 
to  a  knowledge  of  this  doouracnl. 

Lord  Ouibrmgk,-^The  hen.  gentleman 
may  bring  forward  his  aaotion  m  early  as 
be  thinks  it  his  duty  to  do  so.  I  ha? e  no 
riffht  to  complain  of  him  for  this;  hot 
#hat  I  complain  of,  is  bis  attempt  to  enter 
into  that  sort  of  unsupported  obsenration 
which  cannot  bo  mid  to  be  a  fair  esaminn* 
ion  of  the  subject,  and  which  can  lead  to 
no  praetioal  good.  The  bon.  gentleman 
has  asked  me,  whether  the  TreOty  has  been 
ratified  on  the  part  of  Oreni  Briloin?  I 
have  no  heeitationjn  returning  for  aaewer 
to  the  hen.  gentleman,  that  his  royal  high- 
Bern  the  Prince  Bogeot,  with  an  explana- 
tion of  one  of  the  articles,  did  inmnd  to 
ratify  ihk  Tireaty  with  ihe  Allied  Powers* 

Mr.  WmnaiL  I  wiah.  Sir,  to  pot  this 
«yuestaon  in  a  shape  thnt  the  Hoose  may 
tako  H  into  consideration  tviiheoi  detey ; 
bocousob  bjT  adopting  n  different  line  of 
noodnct,  wo  mdy  find«  when  we  wish  lo 
eaprem  onr  disapprobation,  thai  it  is  too 
kte,  when  wo  are  alieody  inrolrod  in  an 
nnfonunato  and  calamitous  war.  Does 
the  noMe  lord  intend  to  inrdf  e  the  conn, 
try  in  n  war  first,  and  then  ask  the  House 
to sfrengiben the  bmnls  olOoMmment^ 
{^rsitaaiienwill  be  rorydiibrent  between 
one  allOMntiro  and  thn  other.    1  am  sore 


the  House  will  net  consent  lo  tote  anjf 
supplies  on  the  principle  of  this  Treaty; 
but  I  am  net  sorey  when  we  are  ooco 
engaged  in  war,  eren  under  ibis  foolifll 
Treaty,  ibet  we  shall  not  be  disposed  to 
grant  them* 

Lard  ArMbM  Hamilfeaashedi  whether 
any  diseossien  now  could  be  preduciird 
of  greater  harm  than  what  had  been  done 
by  the  appearaooe  of  sueh  decemenis  aa 
the  poblic  had  lately  seen  ?  Whet  would 
be  the  UM  of  the  inlorosation  premised  by 
the  noble  lord,  when  the  couatry  was 
already  inreWed  in  war  ?  No  diacomion 
ooold  bo  so  iojerioue  to  the  noble  lord  as 
the  belief  onterMtned  by  the  public,  that 
his  conduct  wm  such  As  it  appeared  to 
hate  been  from  theeo  documents,  which 
had  created  a  dissgrceable  impression 
against  him  throogbeot  the  whole  country^ 

Mr.  i'onMd^.— I  am  not  sere,  |root 
what  fell  from  the  noble  lord,  whether  ibie 
sult^ct  is  soon  to  be  brooght  forward  in 
such  a  shape  as  will  aSbrd  us  an  opportu* 
nity  of  discussing  it )  for  if  1  am  silebfe 
upon  the  present  oceasionj  it  is  Irom  iho 
Circumstance  of  the  sofayect  net  yet  being 
before  us  in  such  a  shape  that  wo  can  lUcn 
parhameinary  ndkn  of  ii.  Is  it  the  in- 
tentaon  of  the  noble  lord  to  bring  thn 
Treaty  aoon  before  os  in  a  shape  thai  wn 
can  take  parliamentary  notice  of  ii}  If 
such  is  not  his  intention,  1  must  proceed 
to  some  other  coorse.  1  do  not  choose  la 
trust  myself  at  this  moment  w>th  the  ec« 
premion  of  the  sentioioms  which  arose  ill 
my  mind  when  I  read  this  instrument,  I 
oerteinly  did  not  ihink  it  was  genoinOtf 
fint  if  the  noUe  lord  will  noi  bring  the 
businem  before  us  in  a  slnpe  thai  will 
enable  os  to  discom  it  in  a  pariiameoiary 
wny«  we  asnst  proceed  to  iu  diKussiow 
001  of  the  parliamentary  way*  There  io 
net  a  osan  in  the  Hooso  wko  has  road  thai 
paper,  who  will  not  say  that  the  House  of 
Ceoamone  will  abandon  ita  duty,  if  it  doee 
not  take  the  eerhest  opportunity  of  ofler« 
ing  hs  adTiee  to  the  Crown  on  this  subject. 

Lerd  Csilkrw^^— it  is  not  out  of  thn 
courm'of  parliamentary  orege,  to  bring 
lorward  a  morion  for  the  discussion  of  this 
Treaty^  in  ifae  shape  in  which  the  right 
hen.  gentlenmn  finds  it ;  and  Parliament 
asay,  if  it  thinks  proper^  giro  iu  advice  to 
the  Crown,  on  the  supposition  of  the 
Crown  being  on  Ihe  point  of  entering  into 
any  engagement  which  it  mey  oonsider 
iojerious  to  the  interests  of,  the  country. 
What  I  mean  to  say  is  ihii,  that  it  wooM 
Im  improper  in  me  to  blio|;  the  document 
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before  Pkirlienieiit  in  the  ttorttified  abaper 
in  which  it  it,  and  when  it  it  not  binding 
on  thoae  Powert  who  are  the  partteato  it, 
Thit  wonid  be  taking  the  tenie  of  Pterlia- 
ment  on  a  ttep  which  could  not  come 
properly  before  it,  in  reFief  of  oar  own 
retpontlbiKly.  Hit  Majetty't  minittert, 
bowever,  take  a  more  correct  and  contti* 
lotional  line.  We  haTe  olitained  the  aanc- 
tion  of  Parliament  for  the  adoption  of  pre- 
eautionary  measarei,  bat  no  tanction  for  any 
other  measures :  and  for  these  we  rett  on 
onrown  responsibility.  But  it  will  beallow- 
ed  that  it  is  always  competent  to  the  minit- 
lertof  the  Crown  to  adrite  war  if  they  think 
proper,  tubject  to  their  own  responsibility. 
Hit  Majetty't  minitters  would  be  acting 
in  a  most  onconstitutionaU  and  not  only  in 
an  unconstitutional,  hot  a  pasillanimoas 
manner,  if  they  endeavoured  to  extort  from 
Parliament  in  an  imperfect  state  of  infer* 
nation,  a  sanction  for  those  measures 
which  they  might  ultimately  adopt.  Bat 
if  aiiy  honourable  member  conceives  that 
advice  ought  to  be  given  to  the  Crown, 
iiot  to  act  in  a  manner  which  he  conceives 
it  likely  to  compromise  the  connti'y,  and 
lead  to  meatares  iojarioot  to  our  own  in- 
terest and  the  general  interest  of  Europe, 
it  is  certainly  competent  to  such  hon.  gen- 
tleman to  raise  the  question  in  the  House, 
and  to  bring  it  under  discussion.  But  it 
it  not  competent  to  his  Majesty's  ministers 
to  take  the  initiative  of  bringmg  it  before 
Parliament,  and  of  taking  the  sense  of 
Parliament  on  imperfect  information. 

Mr.  Wkiihrcad.-^T:bm  noble  lord  hat 
uted  a  new  word,  which  he  teemt  to  have 
borrowed  from  Congrett  (  for  I  do  not 
recollect  to  have  ever  heard  the  word 
« initiative '  made  ute  of  in  this  Hooae 
before.  If  he  will  not  take  the  initiative, 
as  he  is  pleased  to  call  it,  in  thit  meature ; 
in  the  choice  of  difficulties  to  which  we 
are  reduced  firom  that  circumstance, 
knowing,  at  we  do,  the  deep  plunge  made 
by  bit  Majesty's  Government  towards  war, 
without  the  question  being  regularly 
before  it,  tbe  House  must  pause  before  it 
grants  any  further  supply  for  what  are 
called  defensive  preparations,  when  it 
knows  that  the  Government  will  convert 
those  measures  of  defence  into  measures 
of  of&nce<— *and  into  a  war  which  will  be 
prosecuted  not  only  in  the  most  disgrace- 
ful, but  the  most  faopelett  manner.  My 
duty  calls  on  me  to  propose  an  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House,  till  the  noble  lord  it 
atble  to  come  before  us  with  the  terms  of 
this  Treaty;  and  I  hope  Parliament  will 


not  be  guilty  of  such  ^indiscretion,  aa  to 
suffer  tbe  noble  lord  to  proceed  ontil  be 
has  plunged  the  country  into  a  sitnation 
without  remedy— when  he  will  come 
before  its  with  the  whole  weight  of  bis 
responsibility,  and  which  responsibility,  I 
hope,  the  House  will  make  him  feel  is  not 
a  mere  parliamentary  term,  but  a  word  of 
real  weight ;  and  that  after  talking  of  ii» 
and  vapouring  about  it  for  years,  the  time 
it  now  come  when  we  aball  turn  tbe  name 
into  the  thing,  and  make  him  feel  what  it 
really  is.  Under  these  circumstanoea^ 
my  proper  coorte  is,  in  a  constitutional 
and  parliamentary  manner,  to  prevent  the 
tnppliet  from  being  granted,  till  I  knov 
the  tituatioo  in  which  the  country  it. 

Lord  Castlereagk^^The  hon.  gentlemaia 
wiU  never  find  meditposed  to  shrink  from 
any  r^ponsibility  which  I  have  incurred. 
With  respect  to  the  course  of  the  hon. 
member,  I  must  say  that  it.  certainly  doea 
not  consist  in  arming  the  executive  go- 
vernment with  those  powers  which  are 
necessary  for  it  in  tks  present  ardooos 
situation  of  affairs.  If  tbe  hon.  gentleman 
is  not  disposed  to  concur  in  those  meatorea 
which  his  Majetty't  Government  have 
thought  advitable  In  the  present  sitoatmn 
of  the  country,  it  is  not  on  the  subject  of 
sapply  that  he  ought  to  raise  the  question  ■ 
he  ought  to  raite  it  on  itt  own  merita.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  is  determined  to  per« 
sist  in  this  course,  it  is  a  proof  that  he 
shrinks  from  tbe  merits  of  the  ^neation.. 
[Hear!  Hear!  from  the  Opposition.]  I 
repeat  it  again— it  is  a  proof  of  hisahrink* 
ing  from  the  merits  of  the  quettion^— while 
I,  on  the  contrary,  hate  thit  night  aflbrded 
him  every  facility  for  bringing  the  quea* 
tion  forward  in  a  regular  manner.  Every 
peraon  must  be  convinced  that  the  Treaty 
cannot  be  laid  before  the  Honte  in  iu  pie* 
tent  ttate  by  hit  Majeaty'a  miniatera,  with- 
out their  acting  in  a  manner  inconaiateni 
with  the  duty  which  they  ovre  to  their 
country;  and  I  conaider,  therefore,  the 
meaaure  which  the  hon.  gentleman  baa 
choaen  to  pursue,  with  the  view  of  ob* 
atructii^  nia  Majoaty'a  Government,  aa 
only  granting  with  a  bad  graccwhat  muat 
at  latt  be  granted,  and  rendering  that 
ttrength  which  the  Houte  have  committed 
to  the  Crown  inadequate  to  its  object.  If 
the  hon.  gentleman  it  ttncere  in  the  inten« 
tion  whi(%  he  hat  announeed  Af  impeach- 
ing  me ;  and  if  he  withea  at  the  aame  time 
to  atrengthen  the  Executive,  let  him  bring 
the  question  forward  on  its  own  menu ; 
but  let  him  not  stake  this  a  preteict  for 
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nveakeniiig  the  araii  of  ib»  Extcutive  Oo- 
▼araoMiii  ta  ihe  aidiHMM  critif  iii»wliich 
the  coQirtry  is  at  praeat  placed. 

Mr.  WkUbnad  addad,  tbat  when  the  sap- 
plies  were  granted,  both  the  noble  lord 
and  the  CbMiceUor  of  the  Excheqoer  had 
•atd«  thai  there  was  an  altemati?e  of  peace 
or  war;  bat  it  was  now  foond  that  there 
was  no  allematif  e ;  and  if  any  farther  sop- 
port  were  given,  it  most  be  for  ofleni Ire 
operations  of  the  most  desperate  natore. 
The  ministers  who  coold  be  parties  to  sach 
a  treaty  as  this,  he  woold  no  longer  con* 
sent  to  entrost  with  the  sopplies  of  the 
coontr^.  He  denied  that  the  noble  lord 
bad  given  him  any  facilities;  hot  the 
Hoose  most  go  to  the  discossiooof  the 
qoestion,  tmsting  to  be  informed  by  the 
noble  lord  what  difference  there  wu  bo« 
tween  the  veal  and  the  nnaotheoticated 
copy  of  the  Treaty.  It  was  not  to  the 
noble  lord  that  ho  should  go  for  advice 
how  to  condoct  himself  in  nrliament,  at 
the  tiase  when  he  shoald  wish  the  Hoose 
of  Commons  to  pass  on  the  noble  lord  that 
sentence  which  his  condoct  had  justified. 

Lord  GsnlsrsflgA  declared,  that  be  had  no 
wish  to  protract  this  conversation;  bat 
with  respect  to  that  species  of  taunt  which 
bad  been  so  often  thrown  out  against  him- 
self and  the  rest  of  his  liaiesty's  minis- 
lers,  he  should  onl^  say,  that  whenever 
there  was  not  a  notice  of  censure  against 
him  entered  on  the  booln  of  that  House, 
he  should  leel  perfectly  satisfied  that,  ia 
the  hon.  member's  mind,  there  was  no 
chance  of  making  silch  a  motion  with  the 
least  possibility  of  success*  He  woold  put 
it  lo  the  House  whether  they  ought  to 
to  such  opinioas  as  had  been  that 


•Mn  2Vtepoi«.«-I  had  a  right  when  I 
disseniod  from  my  hen.  friend  (Mr.  Whit* 
bread)  on  a  late  occasioo,  to  consider  that 
there  was  still  an  aliemative  lefw^that  war 
was  not  then  determined  on ;— but  I  now 
find  out  that  I  am  duped  by  the  noble 
lord,  and  tbat  to  the  aobJe  lord  I  ought 
not  to  have  given  credence ;  for  the  ques- 
tion which  bo  told  mo  was  pending,  was 
actually  detofmined.  The  noble  lord  tells 
4IS  now,  tbat  the  Treaty,  with  some  sub- 
stantial inaccuracies,  is  correct.  He  now 
nays,  that  we  ought  not  to  refuse  Che  sup- 

K^'es  which  were  0ven  for  an  alternative, 
t  which  altemauve  did  not  exist.  lean- 
not  very  well  conceive  what  the  noble 
lord  means  by  using  the  words  «*  not 
shrinking  from  respoosibiUty "  becaase 
ho  is  otttaiaiy  abri^kiog  firom  respoon- 


bility  if  he  does  not  give  in  this  docomenl. 
When  will  the  noble  lord  give  it  to  us  ^ 
When  it  will  be  too  late  for  us  to  save  the 
country  from  destroction^irom  a  renewal 
of  a  war  which  has  sunk  our  finances  to 
the  state  in  which  they  now  are— which 
has  ground  to  the  dust  everv  class  of  tbo 
community.    Then  the  noble  lord  will 

give  it  when  it  is  too  late.  As  to  the 
OMted  responsibility  of  the  noble  lord  at 
such  a  period,  it  would  be  nothing  worth. 
What  compensation  would  it  be  then  to 
the  couotrVf  even  if  we  were  to  follow  the 
noble  lord  to  the  block  ?  Before  war  is 
deterOiioed  on,  the  House  ought  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  interposing  their  advice. 
The  coorm  of  my  boo*  friend  is  perfectly 
regular  and  constitutional.  When  Ptelia* 
ment  has  not  sufficient  documents  to  en* 
able  it  to  form  a  judgment,  it  is  the  onlj 
legal  mode  of  preventin|^  an  afaiuse  of 
power.  When  one  sees  mmisters  treating 
in  a  doable  sense,  with  the  poblio— •when 
we  see  ourselves  on  the  point  of  a  renewal 
of  the  calamities  which  were  brooght  on  ua 
by  the  war  of  1799,  and  involved  again  by 
the  very  same  acts  which  were  then  prac- 
tised; a  war  which  has  reduced  every 
man's  income  to  a  third  of  its  value,  aoid 
then  are  told  of  the  responsibility  of  mi- 
nister^ it  is  impossible  to  preserve  otor 
tempers.  Sir,  1  scorn  such  a  responsi- 
bility. My  bon^  friend,  whom  the  noble 
lord  has  tbooght  fit  to  advise,  has  sat  in 
this  House  infinitsly  longer  than  the  noblo 
lord  himself ;  And  he  has  done  the  doty  of 
the  country,  unpaid,  unsalaried,  and  un» 
stipended,  and  the  love  and  gratitode  of 
his  country  will  follow  him  wherever  be 
goes. 

Lord  Gsulers^^  said,  ho  should  not  have 
troubled  the  Hoose  any  further,  if  parti- 
cular pains  had  not  been  ukeo  to  misre- 
present what  he  bad  said.  The  noble  lord 
repeated  what  he  had  said/  as  to  tbe  course 
that  was  open  to  thb  hon.  gentleman,  of 
giving  advice  to  the  Crown;  and  addod^ 
that  he  wouhl  peremptorily  deny  that  any 
thins  like  delusion  hisd  been  practised  by 
his  Matesty^s  ministers  on  a  romier  occft* 
sion.  They  gave  no  opinion  to  the  House 
on  the  degree  of  probability  as  to  war  or 
peace :  but  they  bad  said,  that  the  case 
was  of  such  a  nature  as  rendered  it 


sary  for  them  to  come  to  Parliansent  on 
their  own  respohaibility.  He  woaM  also 
deay  thai  even  aow  there  was  no  alterna- 
tive. The  principle  on  which  ministeiu 
placed  tbe  altemaitvo  was»  that  they  would 
bo  Bsaialj  influenced  by  what  they  firaod 
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to  be  the  sentiiDcmts  of  the  Povren  with 
whom  ire  ^lere  In  eUttnce.  We  ought 
n6t  to  comider  that  en  tnitramenk  onder 
ooe  set  of  circomstances,  necesaarily  io- 
Toliped  the  ranre  conclosioos  under  mother. 
At  the  proper  time  he  would  readily  itate 
•II  that  would  be  necessary  for  his  jostHi- 
eation. 

Mr.  mitbreadm^l'VfUh  to  say  one  word 
more.  A  single  ray  of  light  has  broken 
in  upon  us  from  the  speech  of  the  noble 
lord.  The  noble  lord  says,  that  when  be 
aecs  no  notice  on  the  bo6k,  he  shall  al- 
ways conclude  that  I  hare  no  grounds  for 
eensore.  I  may  have  sufficient  grounds 
lor  censure;  but  I  here  also  had  soflklent 
experience  not  to  adopt  such  a  measure, 
knowing  as  I  do  the  extent  of  the  influence 
of  the  Crown. 

Mr.  Mtthttm  was  ptoad  to  declare, 
without  any  particular  partiality  for  Mi- 
ansters,  that  this  was  a  time  when  erery 
man  ought  to  join  heart  and  hand  in  their 
aupport^  He  firmly  belteTod  that  the  noble 
lord  enjoyed  the  entire  confidence  of  the 
country;  and  he  also  belieted  that  that 
confidence  would  not  in  any  degree  be 
shaken  by  the  conduct  of  the  gentlemen 
opposite. 

8ir/asns  M^ekmioih  said,  he  could  not 
Mbw  the  hon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last, 
in  bestowing  his  approbation  alike  under 
any  circumscances  withoot  any  exception, 
and  without  any  guard.  Here  he  begged 
10  be  underatood  as  diflfering  from  him. 
He  agreed  in  the  position,  that  all  hearts 
and  hands  should  be  nnit^  on  an  occasion 
Hke.the  present;  but  then  oar  hearts  and 
hands  ought  to  be  guided  by  reason  and 
conscience.  The  noble  lord  himself  had 
adninced  what  was  little  less  tbanT  treason 
to  the  eonatitutton,  when  he  talked  of  the 
responsibility  of  ministers.  The  Honse  of 
Commons  were  a  great  council  to  gfirf  ad* 
yiee,  and  they  were  mft  lo  be  ptochided 
from  the  exerciee  of  that  right  under  any 
lAsa  of  the  mimsters  responinbiliiy.  But 
tbe  noble  lord'o  mode  of  argmng  bad  a 
tendency  to  destroy  all  fifoe  and  deliberate 
discosatoB,  What  would  be  the  eonse* 
Menoe?  How  could  any  aembbr  bring 
mrwaid  a  motion  on  tbo  sobject^  The 
■oMohird  would  more  an  Address  to  lay 
a  copy  of  the  Contention  before  tlM  Rooso. 
Now  what  wm  the  Cortrentlon  ?  Aecerd* 
kig  to  the  noUe  hw^,  the  tme  wo  had  seen 
contained  substantial  hiaeeoracies.  This 
docnamnt  appealed  an  doubtful  in-  its 
meaning  m  to  reqdro  an  explanutian  on 
the  part  of  the  Crown  of  Great  BritaiD,  so 


take  away  its  dangerous  qualities. »  Now 
what  was  it  that  tM  noble  lord  propuaed  ? 
He  proposed  nothtaff  less  than  to  tafea 
away  all  equality  of  dlacusaioa-^to  subject 
his  opptments  to  bring  forward  a  motion 
on  grounds  which  might  not  be  correct; 
and  to  giro  himself-  an  opportunity   of 
taking  us  by  surprise,  and  obtaining  tha 
House's  approbation  of  that  Conrontion^ 
on  a  statement  made  by  him  in  the  ooarao 
of  debate;  which  approbation  might  after- 
wards influence  their  future   judgment. 
He  begged  to  ask  the  noWe  lord,  if  the 
msftter  was  to  be  fUrly  discussed,  whether 
it  would  not  be  much  more  desirable  that 
the  House  should  hare  an  opportunity  of 
discussing  the  Treaty  in  a  cerroet  sute. 
The  noble  lord  might  lay  it  inlarmally 
upon  the  table,  as  he  had  done  the  papora 
relating  to  Genoa  and  Sweden.  The  Treaty 
of  Chaumont  had  also  been  laid  in  sob^ 
stance  before  the  Htese,  akboagh  is  ha4 
not  been  ratified,  and  the  saaw  course 
miffht  now  be  pursued.    This  was'  the  iisir 
and  only  way  of  meeting  the  queaiion, 
unless  the  noble  lord  meant  to  abtaui  the 
approbation  of  the  House  by  sttatagem. 
If,  as  the  noble  lord  had  said>  the  genuine 
Treaty  had  been  so  ntisrepresentod,  was 
it  not  the  more  accessary  that  a  correct 
statement  of  its  contents  should  be  fur« 
aisbed  f  He  therefore  pes  it  sinecrely  and 
respectfiill^  to  the  ooUe  lord,  whether, 
ewtfi  for  his  owa  sake,  H  would  not  bead- 
risable  to  produce  aa  aecurase  atatement 
of  the  substance  of  the  Treaty  ? 

Mr.  JltfMtfcit  denied  that  be  had  giren 
any  abstract  applauae  to  the  conduct  of 
lord  Castlereagh— 4n  this  iaatance  it  re« 
ceirod  his  Ml  apprebaslen«  He  thoagbt 
he  might  fairly  accuse  the  Other  side  of 
tbe  House  with  giving  abstiaot  and  ^te- 
mattc  opposition  to  eirery  neasoie  of 
Goremment,  under  whaterer  circom* 
stances  it  might  be  adopted. 

Lord  Cmkftu^  ebeerf  ed,  that  far  the 
reasons  he  had  before  stated,  he  should 
decline  laying  the  substance  of  the  Treaty 
before  the  House,  anIeM  a  distkict  meiioo 
were  made  upon  the  sobjeet;  aad  then 
he  could  state  bis  opfaioaf  end  adopt 
such  conduct  aa  he  might  deeaa  ezpe- 

OlOAt. 

Lord  MHim  begged  to  know  on  what 
dar  the  IVeaty  In  qaestioa  had  baea  ra» 
oeived  by  Goveninieni. 

Lord  Ctutkiftagk  aoswered,  that  he 
sboufd  be  prepared  to  gW e  erery  iafei^ 
aMtion  on  a  future  day* 

Mr*  Acaad  inqaired  whetker  that  part 


nil 
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Qf  ihe  pidrfblMd  copy  weft  cooUiQed  in 
the  authcDtic  4oc«iiMnt»  in  which  tba 
▲Uies  wf  r«  made  lo  declare  ihat  they 
woold  *'  bring  lo  joaiice  ail  inch  peraena 
at  shall  hate  joinedf  er  may  hereafler 
joia,  Ihe  f»arty  of  Napoleon  V  He  wiihed 
to  knew  wheiber  liial  proviiion  bad  been 
ralified  by  ibe  British  OoTernment) 

Lord  CmtkrtQgh  bad  no  objection  to 
aUte,  that  thai  part  was  decidedly  in* 
cotrect  ■■aubstanOelly  inaccurate. 

Lord  Mibm  asked*  whether  this  T^paty 
was  in  the  bands  of  ministers  before  tlio 
7th  of  April,  the  day  on  which  the  noble 
lord  bad  obtained  the  Address? 

Lord  Gss<ifra%A  replied  in  the  afiraa* 
iifo,  and  added,  that  he  was  prepared  sa 
contend  that  there  was  nothing  at  all 
inconsistent  between  the  terms  of  the 
Addrem  and  of  the  Treaty. 

Mr.  TVernry  washed  to  enow  if  the  noble 
lord  ^ad  any  objection  to  the  sobstance  of 
the  TVeaty  being  given  ? 

Laid  CetlfawagA  had  no  objection  to  a 
motion  being  made  to  that  eSsct  by  any 
bcffi.  member  who  might  think  such  a 
measure  desirable. 

Mr.  WMtbmid  wished  the  noble  lord 
to  stnte  if,  in  saymg  he  bed  no  objection 
lo  such  a  nsotion»  he  dcaired  it  shoold 
be  nnderstoed  that  he  would  grant  the 
nepers  if  ancfa  a  motion  ware  made.  If 
ne  now  moved  for  the  substance  of  the 
Treaty,  would  the  noble  lord  grant  it  ? 

Lord  CduUnagk  said,  no»  net  now,  as  it 
was  totally  out  of  the  common  course  of 
proceeding  to  give  treaties  before  the  rati- 
fications were  exchanged*  He  conld  net 
consent  to  such  e  aaetion  on  the  iostent. 
This  refusal  far  the  praaent  waa  due  to  bis 
colleagues;  and  while  he  felt  he  owed 
much  to  theest  ite  eonld  not  but  feel  he 
owed  stall  nmre  to  the  representativea  of 
Ihe  Allied  finrereigns  now  in  this  coontry. 

Mr.  WUUffmd  regretted  that  the  noble 
lord  had  not  saved  ihe  liase  of  the  Hoom 
by  earlier  making  such  a  atatement* 
Waa  he  aoar  to  undenland,  that  If  n 
motion  were  made  en  Monday  for  the 
aubslance  of  the  Treaty,  it  would  meet 
with  the  cempliance  of  the  noble  lord  ? 
If  so,  he  would  of  cousae  move  §o'  it,  and 
than  the  subject  would  be  fairly  and 
cleerly  befisro  the  House. 

Lord  GaUibMgA,  said  that  be  would 
enter  inio  no  compact.  He  was  surprised 
thai  the  boo.  member  shoul4  so  long  have 
remained  in  the  dark ;  far  the  whole  coorm 
of  his  (lord  Castlercagh's)  reasoning  was  J 
intended  to  show*  ihat  at  the  proper  time  1 


he  should  not  think  it  ineenaistant  with 
his  duty  to  lav  the  substance  q(  the  Treaty 
upon  the  table.  All  ho  would  jmy  al 
present  wss,  that  he  should  be  prepnred 
on  Monday  to  give  the  hon.  gentleman  n 
distinct  aoswcK 

Mr.  WUibnadwMf  there  wu  a  greai 
difference  between  the  present  laoguago 
of  the  noble  lord  and  that  which  he  had 
before  held.  He  woold  move  for  the 
papers  on  Monda]^,  to  ascertain  if  the 
noble  lond  woold  git e  them  gr  not.  Ho 
wished  the  question  to  be  aosweied  bn« 
fore  the  House  went  into  th|a  committeo 
of  supply,  but  he  did  not  wish  to  plongu 
unnecessarily  into  a  discussion  that  might 
be  ii\j|urioos  to  ihe  countrv. 

Mr.  Poason^  remarked,  that  in  former 
instances  the  substance  of  a  treatir  had 
been  commooicated  to  enable  the  Honso 
to  decide  on  the  policy  on  which  it  wee 
founded,  before  a  communication  eonld 
formally  be  made.  Would  the  noble 
lord  do  10  on  the  premnt,  occasion?  The 
noble  lord,  if  be  had  no  objection  to  en« 
gage  to  give  them  ihe  sobsmnce  of  it  on 
Monday,  coold  enable  them  to  enter  upon 
the  discussion  of  some  of  the  topics  oon* 
nected  with  it ;  but  be  protested  againat 
being  called  upon  to  give  an  opinion  on  a 
treaty  before  it  waa  accurately  known  to 
them.  This  the  noble  lord  himself  mual 
foci  would  be  most  improper,  for  nothing 
coold  be  so  absurd  as  to  densand  an  opi* 
nion  of  the  House  on  that  which  had  not 
been  laid  before  them. 

Lord  CaMla^MgJk  was  sure  no  one  waa 
more  dispomd  than  himself  to  halt  the 
pacific  tone  which  had  suddenly  broke  ii| 
upon  the  Heuse.  He  was  ||lad  to  ^nd  the 
wishea  of  gentlemen  opposite  were  what 
they  now  proved  to  be.  It  was  often 
pmcitcafcle  to  coaamunicate  to  the  House 
the  substance  of  a  docnment^  befara  the 
document  itself  could  be  produoed  in  an 
official  form.  In  reply  to^he  inquiry  of 
the  right  boo.  gentleman,  aa  to  whether 
he  would  be  bound  to  give  the  subatanoe 
of  the  Treaty  on  Moudayy  he  could  only 
refer  him  to  the  anawer  he  bad  given  to 
the  question  of  the  hen.  gentleman  (Mr. 
Whi^ead),  that  on  that  day  ho  cooM 
g^ve  a  distinct  answer  on  this  point.  Ho 
agaaed  with  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  thai 
it  woold  be  wrong  to  call  for  the  senae  of 
the  Uoum  on  a  treaty  before  that  trunty 
coold  be  produced.  He  bad  no  intention 
of  calling  upon  the  House  to  pronounce 
en  opinion,  or  had  he  supposed  the  ben* 
gentleman  oonld  do  thet  when  be  sug« 
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gested  to   him   thai  he  could  bring   a 
motkm  on  the  sobject.    He  had  not  ez» 

?Bcted  him  to  call  for  an  opinion  on  the 
reaty;  but  he  had  thoqght  that  he  knew 
enoogh  of  it  to  foand  a  proposition  on  it, 
whicn  thoold  go  to  ad? ise  the  Crown  to 
pOfBue  a  line  of  policy  different  from  that 
in  which  that  Treaty  originated,  if  he 
thought  it  his  duty  to  give  the  Sovereign 
snch  advice.  On  Monday  he  would  an- 
swer the  question  of  the  hon.  gentleman 
without  discussion,  and  in  the  mean  time 
he  trusted  it  would  not  be  considered  on« 
becoming  conduct  on  his  part,  if  he  seized 
the  opportunity  the  intervening  time  af- 
forded|  to  possess  himself  of  the  senti- 
ments of  the  representatives  of  the  Allies 
of  the  country. 

Mr.  Wkiibread  observed,  that  as  the 
noble  lord  had  been  the  God  of  the  Storm, 
DOW  he  was  metamorphosed  into  the 
Genius  of  the  Calm.  From  what  the  noble 
lord  had  at  first  said,  no  man  could  have 
anticipated  what  had  recently  fallen  from 
his  lips.  Now  he  was  perfectly  ready  to 
grant  etery  thing  that  was  required — [No, 
no!  from  lord  Castlereagh].  Yes,  he 
would  grant  all  that  was  wanted— the 
substance  of  the  Treaty— [No,  no!]. 
Well,  then,  the  fact  would  be  known  on 
Monday,  aind  he  had  no  disposition  to 
raise  a  new  storm  by  further  contention. 

Lord  CaiUereagk'^l  cannot  see  that  there 
is  any  matter  of  difierence  between  us 
now.  The  hon.  member  does  not,  how- 
ever,  quite  approve  of  my  conduct;  Aid  I 
%m  not  sorry  for  it,  because  there  is  no- 
thing that  I  am  so  much  afraid  of  as  his 
praise. 

Mr.  IFiUr&reaii.— The  fear  expressed  by 
the  noble  lord  is  quite  as  unfounded  as 
my  praise  would  have  been  if  I  had  ever 
bestowed  it ;  for  the  fact  is,  that  he  never 
received  a  scintilla  of  applause  from  me 
during  the  whole  course  of  his  political 
life. 

The  question  on  the  adjournment  to 
Monday  was  then  pot  and  carried. 

Paopkrtt.Taz-  Bill.]  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  presented  a  Bill  to  re- 
vive and  continue  the  duties  and  contri- 
butions on  the  profits  arising  from  pro- 
perty,4>rofessions,  trades  and  offices,  which 
expired  on  the  3th  of  April  1815.  On 
the  motion,  that  it  be  read  a  first  time« 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gratt,  stated,  that  he  had 
intended  to  oppose  the  Bill  in  every  stage, 
and  to  have  Uken  the  sense  of  the  House 
upon  it ;  but  in  ceniequenoe  of  what  had 
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passed  that  night,  he  should  abslifai  from 
so  doing  until  the  second  reading. 

Mr.  Grei^eU  was  favourable  to  the  re» 
newal  of  the  Property-tax  for  another 
year,  but  he  thought  certain  modifications 
were  necessary.  It  did  not  appear  to  him 
to  be  just  that  a  person  of  small  income 
— wy  from  200/.  to  500L  a  year,  should 
pay  as  much  to  this  tax,  or  at  least  be 
taxed  on  the  same  scale  as  those  whose 
annual  incomes  amounted  to  as  many 
thousands.  In  the  next  place,  it  was  not 
right  that  incomes  arising  from  trades  and 
professions  should  be  taxed  as  high  as 
those  which  were  derived  from  freehold 
and  other  property.  He  thought  also 
that  the  requisitorial  powers  of  Uie  com* 
missioners  ought  to  be  limited.  If  such 
modifications  were  made,  he  should  feel  it 
his  duty  to  the  public  to  support  the  Bill 
in  the  present  emergency. 

Mr.  JS^ii  thought  the  Bill  ought  not  to 
pass  in  its  present  state.  He  doubted  if 
any  modifications  would  make  it  what  all 
hon.  alderman  conceived  it  might  be 
made— a  comfortable  measure;  but  he 
was  convinced  such  modifications  might 
be  introduced  as  would  have  the  efiect  of 
causing  it  to  be  cheerfully  borne  by  the 
people  in  the  present  circumstances  of 
the  country.  A  proposition  which  should 
have  this  effect,  would,  he  thought,  come 
with  peculiar  good  grace  from  the  hon. 
alderman  (Atkins),  and  should  not  fail  to 
have  his  support. 

Mr*  Gordon  cautioned  those  hon.  gen^- 
tlemen  who  had  last  spoken,  against  giving 
the  Bill  their  support  in  the  present  in- 
stance, on  the  supposition  that  the  modi- 
fications which  they  recommended  would 
be  subsequently  adopted,  as  the  Chan- 
cellor of  i\^  Exchequer  had  declared 
himself  against  snch  an  alteration  of  the 
measure.  There  was  a  determination  to 
overpower  all  that  might  be  said  against 
it  by  that  irresistible  argument  a  majority, 
or  the  amendment  of  the  hon.  membler 
for  Hertford,  would  have  been  carried  on 
a  former  evening,  asking,  as  it  did,  only 
time  sufficient  to  ascertam  whether  or  not 
the  measure  was  necessary.  He  thought 
the  public  were  duped  by  ministers,  seeing 
that  they  had  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  in 
their  possession,  when  they  told  the  House 
that  an  alternative  still  existed  between 
peace  and  wsir.  He  should  oppose  the 
Bill  in  every  stage,  and  he  hoped  the 
House  would  now  divide  upon  the  first 
reading* 

Sir  Mm  Ntiumn  hoped   the  House 
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wooU  te  4i^ed  on  eveiy  «uge  of  tlie 
Bin.  He  I^Mongkt  tlMte  who  had  rt- 
cemljr  presenlad  Mch  oiinicrmis  fietiiioiis 
from  iheir  conflituento  against  the  Pro*' 
psriy-iax,  to  come  forwafo  and  tay  whe- 
Iber  or  not  they  had  changed  tha  opinions 
which  they  then  avowed.  He,  for  one, 
kad  not  changed  his  mind  on  the  subject, 
and  should  therefore  give  the  Biii  all  tlie 
•ppositloD  in  bis  power. 

Mr.  Memom  noticed  thte  call  made  by 
tba  right  hoo.  baronet,  for  those  who  bad 
changed  their  minds  to  eome  forward,  and 
aaid  he  had  been  much  pleaied  with  tlif 
condoot  of  the  bos.  aeoiber  Aw  Livers 
pool,  who  bad  stated  lb«  inbab«tanU  of 
thai  great  town  to  ba^e  cbaoged  their 
aentamenls  an  %u  He  balievad  niae^lentbt 
of  the  country  bad  changed  in  the  saiM 
way  tn  iu  favour. 

Mr.  I9>aa  thooght  tbo  /tax,  whalber  we 
went  to  war  or  remained  at  peaoe,  was 
Becespary,  and  be  di^  net  see  that  the 
poblic  service  conld  be  provided  ibr  In 
aoy  other  way.  He  knew  of  no  substttnte 
lor  it,  which  would  not  be  asore  opprea* 
sive.  The  assessed  taxes  fMroposad  by 
tba  Chancellor  of  the  Exebeqoer,  though 
leas  pradoctive,  would,  he  thoufbt,  be 
found  uMre  irexatioas  to  the  people. 

Mr.  bmmg  was  of  opinion  that  the  last 
speaker  but  one  would  find  himself  mis*  I 
taken  if  he  could  canvass  the  whole 
coontry,  with  respect  to  the  sentimanu  of 
the  people  on  the  Property*tax,  which 
was  still  considered  a  mast  obuoimus  im- 
post, on  account  of  the  annual  disclosure 
of  private  a#airs  which  it  involved,  l^^* 
withstanding  this,  ho  felt  it  to  be  his  doty 
to  vole  for  it.  if  he  saw  any  thing  in  the 
conduct  of  miaisters  that  gave  blm  alarm, 
be  might  not  do  this ;  but  conceieing  as 
bo  did  that  vigorous  exertions  on  the  pait 
of  this  covniry,  and  on  that  of  the  Allies, 
gave  us  the  best  chance  of  being  able  to 
do  without  the  ux  altogether,  he  felt 
bound  lo  give  ibe  Bill  bis  suppoM.  With*^ 
out  it  there  was  no  chance  of  gettmg  rid 
of  it  aoon,  and  of  returning  to  a  ataie  of 
peace  and  comfort.  As  it  was  to  be 
unacted  but  for  one  year,  he  ibou^  it 
would  be  better  tliat  the  old  machinerj 
should  be  revived,  than  that  new  expe* 
dteota  eboold  be  devised  ;  as  reviving  it 
in  its  foraaer  state  for  one  year  would 
besleallsfy  the  public  <ft  was  not  mtanded 
to  be  a  permanent  measure. 

Mr.  iPonsooly  laniented  bis  4fi«rence  of 
•pinion  from  bis  hon.  friend,  who  -spoke 
l»rt.     Ho  retained  Ma  objaoriona  la  tba 
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tax.  Nothing  mm  otore  erroneous  than 
to  imagjoe,  that  if  it  were  imposed  for  one 
year,  it  could  aftej;wards  be  innmediatefy 
taken  oflT.  It  was  apposed  by  soi;ne  thi^ 
it  would  give  (ba  means  of  ^ciiog  wiib 
vigour,  ^nd  tbH  thereby  its  duration  mwli 
be  short.  Good  God  !^how,  after  the  uf^ 
perience  of  twenty'  years,  could  an  as«- 
cellent  onderstauding  be  led  to  baliev^ 
that  the  duratiop  of  a  renewed  income-tax 
and  a  renewed  warwou\d  be  ifbortf  Easy 
as  it  was  to  pltrnge  into  war,  experience 
showed  how  diftcult  it  was  to  come  out 
of  it«  Let  the  Houas  look  a^  the  last  war 
with  America^  which  it  was  pnsphesied  bjr 
some  would  be  a  short  one.  We  bad  oo 
choieo  there  K  tjiough  be  always  Qoofif 
dared  our  Orders  io  Council  as  ieadiog  lo 
it,  yet,  in  the  Immediate  sUps  lo  war,  bo 
always  thought  Amaiioa  tba  aggresion 
She  shouM  oertamiy  baive  atoppod  when 
she  beand  of  our  repeal  of  those  Orders* 
But  that  war  was  much  longer  than  moal 
people  expected,aod  diffsrciit  in  its  reaukaw 

Mr.  Aidanaan  4tkifU  ww  against  tho 
revival  of  the  Property^ta^,  wikas  sofl# 
modifications  weio  introduced,  tie  wiahed 
the  ChaooaUmr  of  the  Exchequer  woolil 
refer  tba  aobiact  to  a  oommittee.  He  did 
Bot  wiab  to  make  tho  lax  loss  productivo» 
bot  be  wisbed  it  to  be  so  altered  that  it 
eboold  be  felt  less  by  persoos  of  limited 
and  moderate  sacoasaa.  Tho  gentlamea 
in  the  landed  interest,  who  had  laielv  »»> 
ceived  a  favour  of  the  Honse»  would,  ho 
hoped,  step  forward  on  this  occasion,  and 
offer  to  bear  a  portion  of  the  burthen^ 
which  would  otherwise  isU  on  the  middling 
and  bwer  classes  of  society. 

Mr.  W.  SifMk  thought  the  proposition 
of  the  boa.  sddermao  so  reaaenoble  that  it 
ought  to  be  acceded  to ;  and  this  not  beiof 
adopted,  be  should  vote  againat  the  Bill. 
If  it  were  only  to  be  revived  far  one  year, 
he  should  not  cave  much  ahoot  the  pr<^ 
posed  .modificalioiM,  but  the  probability 
was,  that  it  waa  now  to  be  saddled  oo  the 
country  for  ever*  He  reJetrad  to  the 
comniencement  of  4be  old  American  war, 
which  it  was  said  would  be  ended  in  a 
week  or  a  foitnigbl,  to  prove  the. folly , of 
supposing  that  the  wor  now  about  to  bo 
commenced  would  be  ended  in  a  yeas, 
especiaRy  when  the  means  which  Franco 
pofsasaed  were  so  important,  if  a  calcula^ 
tioo  were  made  4>nly  of  tbe  number  of 
prisoners  retorned. 

flThe  House  divided:  Yeas, ^9:  Noeiu 
•It  t  Minority,  63.-^The  Bill  was  then 
read  a  first  <ttagie4 
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Atkinsy  aldennan 
Grant,  J.  P. 
Howorth,  H. 
Halsey,  John 
Montgomery,  sir  IL 
Martin,  H. 
Moore,  P. 
Nugent,  lord 
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Piggott,  sir  A. 
Prittic,  hon,  F. 
Ridley,  sir  M.  W. 
Romilly,  ar  S. 
Smith,  Wm. 
Western,  Charles 
Wilkin8,W. 

TELLBBS. 

H.  G.  Bennet 
R.  Gordon. 


On  re-entering  the  gMwj, 

Bif  John  Newport  was  on  his  legs,  point- 
ing oat  to  the  ffentlemen  opposite  the 
propriety  of  acceding  to  a  motion,  lor  the 
production  of  documents  on  the  sahject  of 
the  Property-tax,  which,  we  understood, 
from  what  fell  from  him,  he  had  made 
during  our  exclusion,  and,  in  opposition 
to  which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
had  moved  the  previous  question*  The 
right  hon.  baronet,  argued  strongly  against 
the  House  being  called  on  to  give  an 
opinion  as  to  the  renewal  of  the  Tax,  in 
its  old  form,  until  proper  information  had 
been  afforded,  with  reference  to  the  pro* 
dace  derived  from  it^  during  a  series  of 
years,  from  the  different  classes  of  society 
who  were  subject  to  its  operation.  If  in* 
formation  on  such  a  necessary  point  were 
withheld— if  gentlemen  agreed  to  vote 
without  proper  daia  being  submitted  to 
them,  on  which  they  might  form  their 
opinions — then,  he  contended,  they  be- 
came rather  the  agents  of  the  ministry, 
than  the  honest  guardians  of  the  rights  of 
iheir  constituents. 

Alderman  AtkUu  argued,  that  the  infor- 
mation which  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer had  already  laid  before  the 
House,  was  as  copious  as  the  right  hon. 
baronet  could  fairly  demand. 

Mr.  HuMtsom  coincided  in  the  senti- 
ments of  the  last  speaker.  The  informa- 
tion already  placed  on  their  table  was,  he 
conceived,  ul  that  could  at  the  present 
moment,  be  expected.  At  the  same  time, 
be  did  not  profess  to  know,  on  what  docu- 
xnenls,  or  in  what  manner,  the  risbt  hon. 
baronet  wished  or  intended  to  form  his 
4>pinion.  The  worthy  alderman  had  al- 
ready said,  and  said  very  justly,  that  the 
accounts  were  produced  up  to  a  period, 
beyond  which  it  was  impossible  they 
could  at  present  be  brought.  The  right 
lion,  baronet  had  alrea^  information, 
lying  on  the  table  of  the  noose*  on  which 
>•  might  form  his  Judgment.  He  otip- 
plained*  indeed*  that  it  was  too  gener«L»«- 
it  did  not  enter  aafficieotly  into  detail; 


but  he  (Mr.  HodLiMon)  thovght  it  was 
sufficient  for  every  necessary  purpose, 
and,  therefore,  it  appeared  to  htm  that 
no  further  information  need  be  called  for. 

Sir  /ofta  Niwpori  said,  that  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  had  told  them, 
he  would  move  the  second  reading  of  tho 
Property-tax  Bill  on  Mondavi  on  which 
day  it  should  be  remembered,  the  latest 
information  which  he  had  called  for, 
coulij  be  laid  ^m  the  table.  Now,  how 
the  right  boo.  gentleman  could  suppose 
that  any  hon.  member  could  come  pre- 
pared to  debate  the  question  on  Monday, 
when  documents,  connected  with  it,  were 
only  placed  in  their  hands  on  that  day, 
really  surprised  him.  Hb  had  no  ob|ec«» 
tion  to  leaving  the  word  '  districts'  out  of 
his  motion ;  but  he  conceived  it  was  right 
the  produce  of  the  Tax  from  the  various 
'  classes'  on  whom  it  operated  should  be 
clearly  understood.  The  House,  by 
looking  at  such  a  document  as  that  whicli 
he  called  for,  would  see  whether  the  pre* 
duce  of  the  Tax  had  increased  or  dimi« 
nished,  during  a  series  of  years,  in  any 
of  those  classes  that  were  subject  to  it* 

The  Chancellor  qfthe  Erch»juer  said,  bis 
statement  merely  went  to  this-^that  all 
the  information  called  for  by  the  right 
hon.  baronet,  exc^t  that  relative  to  the 
last  year,  would  be,  if  possible,  laid  on 
the  table  by  Monday  next  Much  use- 
ful information  would  be  derived  from 
those  documents. 

Sir  John  Ntwpon  said,  he  had,  over  and 
over  again,  stated,  that  be  was  not  wedded 
to  any  particular  mode  in  which  the  ne- 
cessary information  might  be  laid  before 
them,  so  that  the  information  was  pro* 
duced.  All  he  wished  for  was,  that  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  would  give  him,  in 
substance,  the  produce  of  the .  Property- 
tax,  with  reference  to  certain  distinct 
classes,  up  to  the  latest  possible  period. 
That  which  the  right  hon.  gentleman  ap- 

S eared  to  think  of  no  moment,  he  (sir  J. 
Tewport)  conceived  to  be  of  the  utmost 
consequence.  He  must,  therefore,  persist 
in  calling  for  those  documenu,  which  he 
conceived  to  be  necessary  to  justify  the 
vote  he  should  give  on  the  renewal  of  the 
Property  •tax. 

l^be  (fAoMslfor  qfiAtf  £sclefiier  observed, 
it  would  be  very  difficult  to  produce  the 
accounts  exactly  in  the  shape  called  for 
by  the  right  hon.  baronet. 

Mr.  Gorion  was  unwilling  to  suppose, 
that  his  Miyesty's  ministera  would  presa 
fonraid^  with  wmacanary  haste,  miy 
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■leasure  wbicn  wu 
At  ibe  MQitt  tine  it  »pptw< 
twkward,  that  nioMttra  wooki  only  agree 
to  ley  the  aecceMry  informtion  oa  the 
sabject  of  the  Preperty-tex  before  the 
Hoeae,  in  the  coone  of  a  few  dayi«  and 
yet  they  woeld  not  coiuent  to  delay  the 
briber  progrtes  of  the  Bill  at  present 
pending.  Now,  be  wished  to  remind 
themt  that  many  gentlemen  were  desiroos 
of  a  modificaikm  of  ibe  TaJt,  and  he  hoped 
that  ministers  would  not  pertinaciousljr 
refnse  to  impart  that  information,  which  it 
was  necessary  gentlemen  should  possess* 
before  they  could  propose  a  proper  modi- 
fication of  the  meaeure.  He  waa  astonish* 
ed  how  the  Government,  almost  noder 
any  circumstances,  could  propose  this 
Tax  to  the  country. 

•  The  Clmi«libr^<Ae£rcAefiier  observed, 
be  had  no  objection  to  produce  soch  doco* 
ments,  as,  without  greatly  interfering  with 
the  progress  of  the  measure,  would  afibrd 
gentlemen  a  basis  for  modifying  it*  For 
his  own  part,  be  wished  they  would  point 
out  a  beneficial  modification  of  the  Tax« 

Sir  J.  IkmpoH  said,  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  really  wished  the  Tax  to  be 
modified,  he  ought  himself  to  propose 
some  plan  of  modification,  and  not  leave  it 
to  others ;  be  ought  to  point  out  specifi* 
cally  what  his  wishes  were.  He  (sir  Jobnl 
called  for  accounts,  which  be  conceivea 
viully  necessary  to  a  just  consideration  of 
the  question ;  and  he  Coped  even  those 
gentlemen  who  differed*  from  him  in  opi- 
nion, would  see  the  impropriety  of  at- 
tempting to  bear  down  a  osember  of  that 
House  who  called  for  what  he  oenaidered 
constitutional  information- 
Mr.  Hmkimm  objected  to  the  language 
which  bad  been  used  in  the  course  of  the 
discussion.  He  denied  that  Government 
had  any  intention  of  pressing  forward,  un- 
necessarily, the  measure  which  gave  rise 
to  this  debate:  and  he  equally  denied, 
that  any  intention  existed  of  bearing  down 
n  member  of  that  House,  when  he  wu  die- 
cliarging  his  duty.  He  could  assure  the 
gentlemen  opposite,  that  the  briimng  for- 
ward this  measure  was  as  painral  to  his 
right  hon.  friend,  as  it  would  be  to  them 
to  give  it  their  supportF-»if,  indeed,  it  were 
possible  for  tbem  to  support  it  But  he 
would  never  be  deterred  from  doing  bu 
duty,  with  reference  to  this  Tu,  bearing 

tiard,  as  it  certainly  must,  on  his  col- 
eagues,  because  gentlemen  were  pleased 
lo  assert,  that  it  was  nnpopular. 
^  Mr*  U.  Jfnrtfsseid^tlte  lan^iiage  which 


had  been  used  was  perfectly  correct.  H0 
felt  himseif  justified  in  saying,  that  thn 
question  was  pressed  thrdogh  the  House 
in  an  indecent  manner.  It  was,  h^  might 
assert,  hurried  forward  in  defiance  of  the 
sentiments  of  the  people.  Could  the  House 
forget  the  number  of  petitions  that  wer^ 
presented  against  the  renewal  of  tbe  Pro- 
perty.tax  ?  Could  they  avoid  thinking  of 
the  immense  numbers  that  would  ^vo 
been  presented,  if  he  had  not  abandoned 
the  Tax  ?  What  wu  there,  under  thesn 
circumstance*,  in  the  conduct  or  tbe  Ian* 
guage  of  his  right  hon.  friend  whe  madn 
the  motion,  that  deurved  censure  ?  Hia 
right  hon.  friend  uid,  '*  You  propou  to 
renew  this  Property*tax^it  will,  in  ite 
present  stote,  bear  hard  on  particular 
classu  of  society-i--many  members  wish  it 
to  be  modified— thereiore*  that  we  may 
proceed  foirly  and  truly  in  this  system  of 
modification,  give  us  an  account  of  the 
produce  of  the  Property-tax,  at  difierent 
periods,  with  reference  to  the  various 
classu  whom  it  affects."  Now,  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  wu  very  liberal  in  his 
concession.  According  to  him,  this  ac^ 
count  would  certainly  be  produced— 
when  it  wu  too  late !  He  would  give  i^ 
when  there  wu  no  opportunity  of  debet* 
ing  on  it— when  no  resolution,  for  any 
efficient  purpose,  could  be  founded  on  iu 
Wu  it  not  reuonable,  tben^  that  the  pre- 
cipitancy with  which  the  meuore  wu 
urgfed  forward,  should  be  reprehended? 
Wu  it  not  just  that  settle  remoostrancn 
should  be  made  on  the  part  of  those,  who^ 
it  appeared,  were  not  to  be  beard  until  the 
Bill  hu  pamed  into  a  law  }  This  wu  tbok 
true  stete  of  tbe  cau  i  and  he  denied  that 
thou  who  had  placed  it  in  its  most  strike 
ing  light,  had  made  use  of  language 
they  were  not  warranted  to  bold. 

Mr.  UmJoMmm  mid,  he  did  not  complain 
of  the  language  which  bad  been  used ,  bul 
be  did  complain  of  the  inlinoation,  that 
ministers,  in  proceeding  uthcy  bad  done* 
with  the  renewal  of  the  Property*  tax* 
acted  from  unworthy  motives.  It  wan 
broadly  insinuated,  that  the  measure  wu 
pressed  forward,  because  ministers  dreaded 
the  effects  which  might  arise  from  the 
nnpopularity  of  the  T«ix,  if  tbtf  considera* 
tion  of  it  were  protracted.  He  denied  tbe 
troth  of  this  insinuetion.  Minisiers,  in 
doing  what  they  bad  done,  looked  merely 
to  the  execution  of  their  duly. 

Sir  /•  MSmporl  utterly  dtsclaimad  having 
ever  imputed  any  improper  motivu  to 
ounistfTs^^ . 


m  j        HOUSE  OF  LOKOS.       Trealy 

*  Mr.  Vetq  Fkxgnaid  taid^  (hat  i^Uhoii^h 
ih^  right  hon.  bkmiiet  friH  di8(?1«iiii«d,  «fi 
bis  part,  the  iiaFf rtg  itfipot^  akty  idiprop^f 
Motives  to  his  Maje«ly'ft  Minln^rsi  ret  th« 
kon.  getltlemafi  fiew  him  (Mr.  (Gordon) 
mnHy  eould  not  deny,  that  he  bad  hrcosed 
Mni^ters,  in  an  indirect  way,  of  having 
acted  with  gross  indecency  in  pressing 
ihe  measure.  V,  howet^r,  tliis  censure 
at^t  from  the  refusal  of  his  right  hon. 
Ari«nd  to  agree  to  thi;  motion  for  farther 
Mbvmation,  his  right  hon.  friend,  and 
those  who  agreed  With  him  iti  bpinion, 
fc^d  this  consolation,  and  tt  wonld  enable 
lll^m  to  support  the  ohlo^oy  cAst  upon 
^em  with  philosophy,  that,  on  a  very 
^eent  occasion— dhe  discussion  of  the  Corn 
Biil»->*when  delay  was  requested  and  was 
opposed,  both  by  the  hon.  gentleman  and 
the  right  hotl.  btrronet,  each  of  them  de- 
elared,  that  he  was  willing  to  bear  any 
Imputation  tt>  which  his  conduct  might 
give  rise. 

Mr.  Garden  said,  he  certainly  did  con* 
Mive,  when  information  was  refused  which 
appeared  netesaar^  befbre  members  de«- 
cided  on  the  vote  ihey  ought  to  give,  and 
the  measul^  connected  with  that  informa- 
%it>n  was  attll  pressed  forward,  tlrat  it 
loolced  like  a  determination  to  hnrrjr  the 
Aeasure  throegh  the  House,  lest  the 
popular  voice  might  arrest  it  in  its  pro* 
gresa.  With  respect  to  the  case  alluded 
to  by  the  right  hon.  gentleman,  it  shoofd 
be  observed,  that  every  information  had 
iMit^  given  on  thlit  subject;  but  here  the 
complaint  wa's,  that  necessary  information 
Was  dented.  Thift  made  the  great  differ* 
ence  between  the  two  cases. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  tben 
agreed  to  withdraw  his  amendment,  pro- 
tided  sir  John  Newport  would  aUow  a  cer^ 
lain  modification  of  his  original  motion. 
The  follo'wingmotion  was  then  pot  and  car- 
ried, **  That  there  be  laid  before  this  House, 
an  account  or  estimate  of  the  gross  and  net 
assessment  of  the  Property-cav,  for  five 
y^ars,  ending  the  5th  of  April  ISl^,  dis- 
Anguishing  the  several  classes.'^ 

Sir  /o^  Vettiport  said,  that  as  be  cotlld 
not  aflow  a  bill  which  imposed  H  millions 
ef  ta^s'on  the  cotimry  In  a  manner  gene- 
rally odious,  without  a  foil  attendance,  at 
least  in  one  ^age,  be  ihootd  give  ncftice 
that  he  would  on  Monday  move  the  calf 
af  the  House  for  Thursday  next. 
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partaafiue  of  hit  oa«iee»  moved,  that  it 
shtMild  be  a  ataadidg  avder^of  their  lord- 
shipik  that  appeals  fr^m  the  three  several 
parts  of  the  United  Ktogdom  aboold  be 
taken  in  regalar  tuccesaiaa^*  first  one 
from  Scotland,  tihen  one  from  Iretand,  tand 
lastly  one  ftom  Englandd— *Ord«rf  d  to  ba 
taken  into  consideration  that  day  aa'n* 
night. 

The  Earl  of  Ltmittrdde,  in  order  to 
enable  their  lordchips  to  form  a  bener 
judgment  of  the  proposed  ehange  of  ar« 
rangement  on  tbia  sabjeoty  moved  far  a 
statement  of  all  ttie  appeals  that  had 
been  brotight  before  tbem»  disiing^isliiog 
the  Scotch,  the  Irish>  and  the  English. 

The  Lard  GUmcdUft  soggestcd  tfmkiag 
the  retrofpeetiva  effect  of  the  motion  te 
two  years. 

The  Earl  of  LoadksrdSa/^  agreed  to  limit 
it  to  three  years,  and  for  that  period  th* 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

TasATT  BETwaaK  THS  vALiiea  aiofri» 
At  ViEHNA.]  Barl  Simnhape  wished  to  aak 
the  n6b1e  lord  opposite,  two  quettmne. 
Ho'  had  scarcely  ever  felt  a»ore  ooncem 
than  since  their  lordships  last  meetings 
having  read  in  the  public  prints  a  paper 
purporting  to  be  a  Treaty  signed  by  the 
four  great  Atlied  Powera  at  Vienna  on 
the  25th  of  March.  The  first  question  he 
would  ask  the  noble  lord  was,  whether 
be  would  objeetto  prodace  tbia  Treaty! 
If  ao,  be  thought  their  lord^lps  should 
iamt  on  its  prododion.  Inhere  was  a 
clause  in  the  Treaty  which  be  had  heard 
was  not  correctly  published.  He  beKeved 
it  was  not ;  fsr  if  such  a  dause  was  realty 
in  the  Trealy,  it  was  not  a  treaty  for 
makfUf  war,  but  for  introducing  a  system 
of  universal  massacre.  He  moant  tba 
<;1ause  by  which  the  Allied  Powrta  bound 
themselves  to  briirg  to  justice  all  tkioao 
individaals  who  took  part  with  the  person 
who  was  at  present  the  ruler  of  fVance. 
He  wiabed  to  ask  the  noble  earl  if  thera 
really  was  any  such  clause  in  the  trealy  f 
if  not,  he  considered  it  essential  to  fha 
faonoor  of  the  coontry  that  Itve  negafivt 
eboald  be  known.  The  clause  was  ex^ 
Ceptionabte,  not  only  in  point  -of  justice^ 
humanity,  and  expediency,  bat  also  io 
poifM  of  law.  He  dented  tbe  right  of 
kings,  or  tbe  representatives  of  kings,  tn 
make  such  a  treaty  with  aaeb  a  cfaoae  In 
It  It  totally  altered  tbe  akuation  of  tfca 
army  and  navy,  and  all  etteers  emplowi 
in  both  servkoi.  When  thev  anrolloi 
tboattoifesi  il  was  to  n^ot  tbe  enemy 


TBS] 


AawIVaie. 


Attttti*.  m$. 


PM 


hvt\y,  Mid  ilie  hi  the  fieM  of  honour,  but 
■01  to  be  exposed  to  the  fate  of  beiog 
i[i«rd#rcd  by  b«(nf  hanged  in  cold  blood. 
He  obfeded  to  the  clao«e  ia  point  of  law 
on  another  ground.  One  of  iho  moat  wise 
nnd  most  homane  of  oar  atatvtes  waa  that 
of  the  1  lib  of  Henry  7,  by  which  it  was 
enacted,  that  ft  was  not  only  not  high 
treaaon,  hot  not  even  criminal  to  adhere 
lo  any  king  dtfheto,  whether  he  waa  king 
de  jure  or  not.  He,  therefore,  on  this 
ground,  denied  our  right  to  agree  to  such 
»  elaaae.  His  third  objection  to  the 
elanse  on  the  groond  of  its  being  illegal 
aresi  that  if  any  commander-in-chief,  citil 
AQthority,  king,  or  emperor,  were  to  put 
to  death  a  person  for  supporting  ihe  canse 
of  an  exiiting  sorereign,  soch  act  woold, 
tiy  the  hiw  of  England,  be  deemed  murder; 
Mid  he,  therefore^  denied  the  right  of  4he 
Bxecatfve  Government  to  make  a  treaty 
comprehending  such  a  clanae.  Another 
objettioa  lo  it  was,  that  it  was  contrary 
ao  the  roles  oC  war  recogniaed  among 
eiTilieed  nations.  And  his  fifth  and  last 
Ivason  against  the  clause  was,  that  it  was 
illegal,  because  It  was  contrary  to  the  law 
of  God;  He  hoped  that  the  noble  ear! 
wooid  consent  to  produce  the  Treaty,  or 
ttt  least  thai,  fsrthe  honour  of  the  country, 
Ke  would  inform  their  lordships  whether 
k  d«d  -or  did  not  contain  such  a  cknise  as 
tie  had  described. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  replied,  that  he 
liftd  no  diCculty  in  stating  to  the  noble 
•car),  that  ft  treaty  had  been  aigned  nt 
Vienna  on  the  25th  of  March,  by  the 
foBT  great  Allied  Powers.  Nor  had  he 
wny  difficulty  in  stating,  that  the  copy 
which  had  been  publrsbed  in  the  news- 
papera  was  not  correct,  and  on  that  point 
partieulaily  to  which  the  noble  earl  had 
odrerted;  there  were  no  words  In  the 
veaA  Treaty,  such  as  the  noble  earl  had 
ileseribed,  or  trhtch  would  bear  a  similar 
Interpretation.  Their  lordships  were  aware 
that  it  was  not  usual  fir  the  ExecutiTO  Go* 
Temment  to  lay  before  Parliament  anr 
treaty  which  had  not  been  ratified. 
When  this  Treaty  should  be  ratified^  it 
would  be  Ms  duty,  or  that  of  some  of  his 
voble  coNeagues,  to  receive  his  roytl 
liighness  the  Prince  Begent^a  commands 
to  lay  it  on  the  table  ef  the  Hooae.  If, 
however,  the  noble  earl  chose  to  move 
for  the  aubiUnce  of  the  Treaty*  he  would 
not  e^ect  to  iu  production. 

Earl  Stmkepe  observed*  that  a  motion 
f»  a  copy  of  the  Treaty  had  been  ac- 
ceded to  ki  the  other  nauau^  aad  he 


hoped  the  Boble  earl  would  not  be  atiffer 
than  his  noble  colleague.  He  woiild^ 
therefore,  move  for  a  copy  of  the  Treaty. 

The  Birl  of  lAoerpool  repeated,  that  a 
copy  of  the  Treaty  could  not  be  laid  oa 
the  table  of  the  House  until  turatifioatiom 
He  begged  the  noble  lord  would  coqfino 
himself  to  moving  for  the  substance  of  it^ 
which  for  his  purpose  woofd  be  prectsaly 
the  same  thing* 

Earl  Simkope  exclaimed,  that  he  did 
not  care  whether  it  was  copy  or  aub» 
stance,  provided  it  was  con'ect. 

An  Address,  therefore,  to  hia  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  praying  for 
the  substance  of  the  Treaty*  waa  agreed  i«» 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMON?. 
Morndtii^  Jpril  2^ 

Slavs  Tsadx.]  The  House  hovfng 
solved  Itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  wholo 
House  to  consider  of  the  several  Acts  re^ 
luting  to  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trado, 

Mr.  Robmmm  rose  to  move  eertaila 
clauses  to  jprovide  for  the  eare  and  roaio^ 
tenance  of  negroes  captured  in  foreigft 
veasels,  between  the  period  of  their  being 
eaffied  into  any  port  belonging  to  thta 
oountry*  and  that  of  the  final  adjinKeatkm 
of  the  priaes.  A  c6nsidefable  ti«M  had 
aometimea  elapsed  after  they  were  carried 
into  port,  before  the  vessel  was  eoiH 
demned ;  and  the  consequencea  of  thia 
delay,  and  of  there  having  been  no  ra^ 
gular  provision  made  lor  the  care  nod 
maintenance  of  the  negroes*  had*  in  oon 
inatalice*  presaed  very  severely  on  the  «i» 
fortunate  victims  who  were  taken  tn  iIm 
priie.  '  The  governor  of  the  colony  where 
the  cause  waa  to  be  tried*  had*  much  to 
hia  credit*  taken  upon  himself  to  cauae 
certain  iasues  to  be  made  from  the  fonda 
of  the  island,  and  thus  saved  the  fives  of 
some  of  the  captives,  but  several  of  them 
unfortunately  died.  He  then  moved  twai 
resolutions:  vis.  I.  " That  it  is  espedievt 
that  provision  should  be  made  for  the  mmto 
and  maintenance  of  any  Negroea  con- 
demned in  any  coart  of  Vice-Admiralty 
during  the  period  of  appeal  from  the  de* 
cision  of  any  soch  €oort.  U,  That  it  ia 
expedient  that  provision  should  be  mode 
fbr  the  care  and  maintenance  of  Negnma 
brought  in  for  adjudication  to  any  of  hia 
Majesty's  possessions  between  the  period 
of  ttieir  being  ao  brouoht  in  and  any  ad* 
judication  of  the  Court. 

The  Resolutions  were  agreed  to^  and 
oniered  to  be  atported  to«iBorrow. 


||tf|    HOUSE  OF  0OM«iPNS,  Sukiimee  qf  tic  nt^iiy  ait^d  into  ai  Viama.  £79(r 
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mTo  AT  Vi&NMA.]  Mr.  Whitlntad,  seeiog 
iba  noble  lord  in  hit  place,  roie  to  read 
tiie  motion  which  he  proposed  to  aobmit 
to  the  House.  He  then  read  his  intended 
motion,  viz.  "  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  his  royal  highness  the 
Prince  Begent,  that  he  will  be  graciously 
pleased  to  give  directions,  that  there  be 
laid  before  this  House,  the  substance  of 
any  treaty  or  engagement  entered  into  at 
Vienna  on  or  aboat  the  2dth  day  of  March 
last  between  the  ambassadors  of  his  Ma- 
^sty  and  his  Majesty/s  Allies,  together 
with  the  substance  of  any  note  of  expla* 
Bation  of  any  article  or  articles  of  the 
•aid  Treaty  or  engagement,  or  of  anv 
declaration  transmitted  by  his  Majesty^s 
Government  to  the  Court  of  Vienna  ex- 
planatory of  the  views  of  his  Majesty's 
Aof emment  touching  such  Treaty  or  en- 
Mgement,  together  with  the  dale  of  the 
^ceipt  of  the  said  Treaty,  and  the  trans- 
Biission  of  the  answer  thereto  on  the  part 
^  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  also  of 
4ny  subsidiary  arrangements  connected 
.therewith/' 

Lord  Oaukreagh  said,  he  had  no  objec- 
j(ion  40  give  the  substance  of  the  Treaty 
made  at  Vienna.  He  would  only  protest 
for  himself  against  the  course  pursued  on 
ibis  occasion  being  drawn  into  a  prece- 
dent. It  was  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  * 
iQk  withhold  such  information  till  it  could 
be  communicated  in  a  ratified  form,  and  it 
was  much  for  the  public  advantage  that 
generally  till  that  time  arrived  the  sub- 
stance of  the  engagements  entered  into 
ahould  not  be  made  "^ known.  At  present, 
however,  as  he  was  extremely  anxious  to 
.guard  against  any  misrepresentation  on 
Ihis  subject,  be  had  no  hesitation  in  agree- 
ing to  give  the  information  called  for  by 
the  hon.  gentleman. 

Mr.  Whiilfread,  as  be  understood  the 
noble  lord  to  consent  to  grant  the  papers 
he  wished  to  be  laid  before  the  Houne, 
^opposed  he  would  have  no  objection  to 
|he  Address. 

The  motion  was  then  read  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  Paper 
laid  before  the  House  in  consequence  of 
Mr.  Whitbread's  motion. 


Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
his  Majesty  the  having 

taken  into  consideration  the  cooseqaenoee 
which  the  invasion  of  France  by  Napoleoo 
Buonaparte,  and  the  actual  situation  oC 
that  kingdom,  may  produce  with  respect 
to  the  safety  of  Europe,  have  resolved  m 
conjunction  with  his  Majesty  the,  &c.  &€• 
l&c.  to  apply  to  that  important  circnoi* 
sUnce,  the  principles  of  the  Treaty  of 
Chaumont. 

"  They  have  consequently  resolved  to 
renew,  by  a  solemn  Treaty,  signed  aepa* 
rately  by  each  of  the  four  Powers  with 


Substance  of  Treaties  between  his  Bri- 
tannic Majesty,  and  the  Emperors  of 
Austria  and  Kussia,  and  the  King  of 
Prussia,  respectively ;  signed  at  Vienna, 
on  the  25  th  of  March,  1815. 

^  His  Majesty  the  Jting  of  the  United 


each  of  the  tbree  others,  the  eogagemeni 
to  preserve,  against  every  attack,  the 
order  of  things  so  happily  established  ia 
Europe,  and  to  determine  upon  the  moat 
effectual  means  of  fulfilling  that  engage* 
ment,  as  well  as  of  giving  it  all  the  exico* 
sion  which  the  present  circumstances  so 
imperiously  call  for. 

"  Art.  1.  The  High  Contracting  Partiee 
above  mentioned,  solemnly  epgsge  to 
unite  the  resources  of  their  respective 
States  for  the  purpose  of  maintainiftg 
entire  the  conditions  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace 
concluded  at  Paris  the  30th  of  May,  ltil4; 
as  also,  the  stipulations  determined  upon 
and  signed  at  the  Congress  of  Vienna,  with 
the  view  to  complete  the  disposition  of 
that  Treaty,  to  preserve  them  against  all 
infringement,  and  particularly  against  the 
designs  of  Napoleon  Buonaparil.  For  this 
purpose  they  engage,  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Declaration  of  the  ISth  March  last,  to 
direct  in  common,  and  with  one  accord^ 
should  the  case  require  it,  all  their  efforts 
against  him,  and  against  all  those  who 
should  already  have  joined  his  Csctiop,  or 
shall  hereafter  join  it,  in  order  to  force 
him  to  desist  from  his  projects,  and  to 
render  him  unable  to  disturb  in  future  the 
tranquillity  of  Europe,  and  the  geneml 
peace  under  the  protection  of  which  the 
rights,  the  liberty,  and  independence  of 
nations  had  been  recently  placed  an^ 
secured. 

"  Art  2,  Although  the  means  destined 
for  the  attainment  of  so  great  and  salutsuy 
>  an  object  ought  not  to  be  subjected  to 
limitation,  and  although  the  High  Coup 
tracting  Parties  are  resolved  to  devot^ 
thereto  all  those  means  which,  in  their  re* 
spective  situations,  they  are  enabled  to 
dispose  of,  they  have,neverthelett,  agreed 
to  keep  constantly  in  the  field,  each,  a 
force  of  150,000  men  complete,  including 
cavalry,  in  the  proportion  of  at  least  oner 
tentbj  end  a  xqst  proportipa  9f  vtil|erj^ 


not  reckoning  garrisonf;  and  to  employ 
the  teme  actively  and  conjointly  agtrinat 
the  common  enemy. 

<«  Art.  3.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
reciprocally  engage,  not  to  lay  down  their 
arms  but  by  common  content,  nor  before 
the  object  of  ilie  war,  designated  in  the 
Itt  Article  of  the  present  Treaty,  shall 
bare  been  attained  ;  nor  until  Buonaparte 
ahall  have  been  rendered  absolutely  una- 
ble to  create  disturbance,  and  to  renew  his 
attempts  for  possessing  himself  of  the 
supreme  power  in  France. 

*'  Art.  4.  The  present  Tineaty  being 
principally  applicable  to  the  present  cir- 
cnmstances,  the  stipulations  of  the  Treaty 
of  Chaumonty  and  particularly  those  con- 
tained in  the  sixteenth  Article  of  the  same 
ahaJI  be  again  in  force,  as  soon  at  the 
object  actually  in  tiew  shall  have  been 
attained. 

«'  Art.  5.  Whatever  relates  to  the  com- 
snand  of  the  Combined  Armies,  to  supplies, 
ice,  shall  be  regulated  by  a  particular 
Convention. 

*'  Art.  6.  The  High  Contracting  Parties 
ahall  be  allowed  respectively  to  accredit 
to  the  generals  commanding  their  armies, 
officers,  who  shall  have  the  liberty  of  cor- 
responding with  their  Governments,  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  information  of  military 
•vents,  and  of  every  thing  relating  to  the 
operations  of  the  armies. 

**  Art.  7.  The  engagements  entered  into 
by  the  present  Treaty,  having  for  their 
object  the  maintenance  of  the  general 
peace,  the  High  Contractins  Parties  agree 
to  invite  all  the  Powers ^of  Europe  to 
accede  to  the  same. 

''  Art.  8.  The  present  Treaty  having  no 
other  end  in  view  but  to  support  France, 
or  any  other  country  which  may  be  in* 
vaded,  against  the  enterprises  of  Boona* 
pari6  and  his  adherenjts,  his  Most  Chris- 
tian Majesty  shall  be  specially  invited  to 
^  accede  hereunto ;  and  in  the  event  of  his 
Majesty's  requiring  the  forces  stipulated 
in  the  2nd  Article,  to  make  known  what 
assistance  circumstances  will  allow  him  to 
bring  forward  in  fortherance  of  the  object 
of  the  present  Treaty. 

SsPAaATB  AaricLB. 

^'  As  circumstances  might  prevent  his 
Majesty  the  King  of  the  Unitcid  Kingdom 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  from  keeping 
constantly  in  the  field  the  number  of 
troopaspecified  in  the  second  Article,  It  is 
^agreed,  that  his  Briuonic  Majesty  shall 
Jiava  the  option^  either  of  faroisiiMig  his 
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contlnffent  hi  men,  or  of  pajring  at  tho 
rate  of  30/.  sterling  per  annum  for  eadl 
cavalry  soldier,  and  20/.  per  annum  fov 
each  infantry  soldier,  that  may  be  wantll^ 
to  complete  the  number  stipulated  in  the 
second  Article. 

Mbmoeanduii* 

"  Foreign  Qfiee,  April ^5tk,  I8I5. 
**  The  Treaty  of  which  the  substance  k 
above  given,  has  been  ordered  to  be  rati- 
fied, and  it  has  been  notified  on  the  pari 
of  the  Prince  Regent  to  the  High  Con* 
tracting  Parties,  that  it  is  his  Royal  Higb- 
ness's  determination,  acting  in  the  namo 
and  on  the  behalf  of  his  Majesty,  to  direct 
the  said  ratifications  to  be  exchanged  ki 
due  course,  against  similar  acts  on  the 
part  of  the  respective  Powers,  under  an 
explanatory  Declaration  of  the  following 
tenor,  as  to  Article  eight  of  the  said 
Treaty :— . 

DtCLARATIOll. 

^  The  undersigned,  on  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications  of  the  Treatv  of  the  25th 
of  March  last,  on  the  part  of  his  Court,  it 
hereby  commanded  to  declare,  that  the 
eighth  Article  of  the  said  Treaty,  wherela 
his  Most  Christian  Majesty  is  invited  Co 
accede,  under  certain  stipulations,  is  to  be 
understood  as  binding  the  Contracting 
Parties,  upon  principles  of  mutual  secu- 
rity, to  a  common  efibrt  against  the  power 
of  Napoleon  Buonaparte,  m  pursuance  of 
the  third  Article  of  the  said  Treaty ;  but 
is  not  to  be  understood  as  bindmg  hia^ 
Britannic  Majesty  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  a  view  of  imposing  upon  France  any 
particular  government. 

'*  However  solicitous  the  Prince  Regent 
must  be  to  see  his  Most  Christian  Ma* 
jesty  restored  to  the  throne,  and  how- 
ever anxious  he  is  to  contribute,  in  con- 
junction with  his  Allies,  to  so  auspictooa 
an  event,  he  nevertheleu  deems  himself 
called  upon  to  make  this  Declaration,  on 
the  exchange  of  the  ratifications,  as  well 
in  consideration  of  what  is  due  to  his 
Most  Christian  Majesty's  interests  in 
France,  as  in  conformity  to  the  principtea 
upon  which  the  British  Government  haa 
invariably  regulated  its  conduct.'* 

[The  Treaty  was  received  in  London 
on  the  5th  instant;  the  answer  thereto 
was  dispatched  to  Vienna  on  the  8tli. 
Authority  and  instructions  hnve  also  been 
given  to  the  earl  of  Claocarty  to  sign  a 
'sfibaidiary  engagement  conaeqnenl  opoo 
thtsaklTreniyO 
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*Call  or  THB  House.]  Mr.  Bamei,  in 
^tbe  abMnco  of  his  right  boa.  friend  (sir 
John  Newport,  who  was  prevented  by 
flkless  from  attendmg  in  his  place),  rose  to 
move  for  a  call  of  the  Home  of  which  his 
right  hon.  friend  had  giren  notice.  He 
said  the  present  state  of  £urope,  and  the 
great  nnmber  of  important  matters  which 
claimed  the  attention  of  the  House,  and 
par ticoiarly  the  Bill  for  reviving  the  Pro- 
perty-taK»  against  which  theie  had  been 
more  petitions  tlisn  had  ever  been  pre* 
•anted  against  any  measure  that  was  to 
«ogage  the  attention  of  the  House,  reqvired 
that  all  the  members  who  were  not  pre- 
sented by  illness,  or  other  wiavaidable 
■lisfortanes,  shooWl  be  present*  Those 
samerotts  petitions,  indeed,  more  than  any 
•ther  oause,  rendered  this  motio«  the  more 
necessary,  became  it woold  thereby  enable 
llie  people  to  ascertain  which  of  their  re- 
presentatives attended  to  their  complaints, 
and  whicti  did  not  attend  to  them,  bat  in 
direct  opposition  to  their  sentiments  sop- 

Crted  a  neasare  that  had  been  shown  to 
io  imiversally  odions  and  obnoxions  to 
the  whole  mass  of  the  people.  He  con* 
chidcd  by  moving,  '*  That  this  Hoose  be 
called  over  on  Monday  next." 

Lord  CoHkrtat^k  agreed  in  thinking  that 
in  the  present  siate  of  £iiirope«  it  was  de* 
airable  thai  there  shoold  be  the  fbllest 
attend Siico  of  the  Hoose.  Adverting  to 
several  noticas  tm  the  Order  Book,  if  ha 
night  be  permitted  in  his  tarn  lo  pot  a 
question  to  an  hon.  and  learned  gentleman 
opposite,  he  wished  to  kaow  whether  he 
meant  to  bring  forward  the  motion  of 
which  he  had  given  notice,  respecting  Na- 
ples, on  Toesday  next;  and  if  he  knew 
whether  the  motion  of  his  hon.  and  learned 
frimd  respecting  Genoa  would  come  on 
4ifoo  ThoTsday  next } 

Mr.  Hmtner  assored  the  nabte  lard,  that 
lie  woukl  generally  obtain  a  prompt  an- 
swer from  himself  or  his  friends.  His  hon. 
and  learned  friend  (sir  James  Mackintoeh) 
meant,  as  he  understood,  lo  bring  forward 
iiit  motion  on  Thursday  next ;  and  he  him- 
oelf  should  bring  forward  his  motion  re- 
«pecting  Naples  on  Toesday  next;  and 
m  asoiton  respecting  New  Orleans  the 
first  open  day. 

Mr.  JBBRiisr  wished  to  know  in  what  man- 
•er,  as  lo  thna,  it  was  proposed  to'carry 
the   Properly ^tax    thrwogh  sho   Hoose  f 
iia  Was  anxiocs  it  shoold  be  discussed  in  \ 
a  ^n  Hoose. 

The  CAfMsribr  nf  Ike  Aehtquer,  wider 
existing  circomstances,  Ihtogfat  the  caMi 


of  the  HoBso  JQstified,-^  full  allandaoee 
was  desirable,  on  a  variety  of  subjects. 
With  respect  to  the  Pro^rty-iax,  he 
shoold  not  have  thought  the  call  necessary 
solely  on  account  of  that  measure ;  but  at 
the  same  time  he  thought  it  proper  that 
the  sense  of  the  House  she  old  be  fully 
taken  on  it  in  one  of  iis  stages.  He  pn>> 
posed  that  it  should  be  read  a  second  tine 
that  day,  committed  on  Friday,  and  that 
the  report  on  the  third  reading  should  be 
OMde,  when  the  call  would  take  efieet. 

The  motion  fur  the  Call  of  the  Honae 
was  then  agreed  to. 

On  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  aeeoiid 
reading  of  the  Property- tax  Bill,  sir  M, 
W.  Rkdiey  said  he  opposed  the  secami 
reading,  and  would  oppose  the  Bill  ia 
every  suge.  The  Bill  was  then  read  m 
second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  camniitled 
on  Friday. 

Alien  Bill.]  On  the  order  of  the  daw 
for  going  into  a  Gommtltea  on  the  Bill 
being  read, 

Mr.  Bemei  wished  to  make  an  observa- 
tion on  the  hurried  manner  in  which  It 
was  attempted  to  pass  this  Bill.  The  Bill 
was  read  a  second  time  on  Friday  last; 
and  the  members  did  not  receive  ihctr 
their  copies  of  the  Bill  till  after  that  stage. 
Akhoogh  he  4tved  sear  the  House,  be  did 
not  get  his  copy  till  Saturday  mornings 
During  the  whole  of  the  Isst  century,  in 
which  there  had  been  two  civil  wars,  and 
a  war  with  our  colonies,  no  measure  of  the 
kind  had  ever  been  resorted  to,  till  the 
time  of  the  French  Revolution.  He  was 
not  one  of  those  who  thought  it  even  then 
necessary ;  but  would  any  man  say  that 
there  was  any  resemblance  betsreeo  tbe 
-present  period  and  the  period  in  question^ 
it  was  a  ridicoloos  dread  that  was  entof^ 
tained,  or  affected  to  be  entertained  by 
'bis  Majesty's  Government,  of  foreigners 
in  this  country.  Mete  information  was 
derived  from  our  newspapers  respecting 
our  affairs,  than  from  all  the  spies  put  i^ 
gether.  Bat  tbe  measure  vested  the  On* 
wrnment  with  the  power  of  sending  out 
such  foreigners  as  might  render  themsolms 
obndkious  to  them,  or  those  persons  whom 
they  wished  to  favour.  It  was  converted 
into  an  engine  of  the  most  oppressive 
tyranny.  He  had  heard  of  a  meeting  in 
Oaffidh  strsot,  of  a  ^w  miserable  Suliana» 
assembled  toeulebraie  the  prospeotswhick 
f  bey  thought  were  brightening'  up  for  tbefr 
•oomitry,  tbat  had  been  lately  disperas4 
by  n  fomiliar  of  the  Alien-oince.    What 
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tTDre  thoM  vnbrtaMtt  foreigners  g^'Hy 
of»  ibei  CQdld  wmrrmot  their  being  tent  off 
from  ihe  coontry  ilanioiaeni's  notice? 
He  ondentood  that  one  of  them  had  h^ 
n  lort  of  correspondence  with  his  Majesty's 
Government  as  agent  of  Marat;  and  it  was 
possible  that  he  might  be  in  possession  of 
some  of  the  correspondence  which  had 
lately  be^n  published.  All  soru  of  abases 
bad  taken  taken  place  under  the  Alien  Act. 
Every  one  had  heard  of  a  Lord  Chancellor's 
sending  a  foreigner  out  of  the  country  be* 
cause  be  conducted  himself  ill  in  a  law* 
suit ;  foreign  clerks  had  been  sent  out  of 
the  country  because  they  were  in  lot e  with 
their  masters  daughters.  It  was  a  svsiem 
more  like  the  Inquisition  of  Madrid  than 
•ny  thing  else.  There  were  Alten-ofice 
familiars  going  about  in  every  qoarter, 
pursuing  unfortunate  foreigners.  Those 
unfortunate  exiles  fcom  the  Spanish  go* 
rernments  of  Jlurope  and  South  America* 
were  in  the  greatett  state  of  alarm  lest 
they  should  be  hurried  out  of  the  country. 
tor  these  reasons  he  opposed  the  Speakers 
leaving  the  chair. 

Mr.  Ihikuni  mid»  the  hon«  gentleosan 
had  complained  that  the  Bill  had  not  been 
printed  before  the  second  reading.  The 
Billy  as  he  formerly  stated*  was  almost  a 
copy  verbatim  €t  kuntm  of  the  Ibrmmr 
Act ;  and,  therefore*  the  printing  of  it  Imd 
not  been  so  necessary  as  if  it  were  n  new 
measure.  It  had*  however*  in  point  of  fad* 
been  printed  before  the  second  reading* 
though  it  had  not  got  into  what  the  bon* 

rtleman  might  call  proper  circulation. 
Lhe  measure  were  at  all  proper*  he 
thought  it  must  be  felt  that  it  ought  to  be 
pafs«d  as  soon  as  possible,  and  it  would 
therefore  have  been  improper  to  delay  the 
second  reading  of  it  till  a  printed  copy 
could  be  in  the  possession  of  every  mem- 
ber. The  influx  of  foreigners  into  this 
country  was  known  to  have  been  very 
ipreat  for  some  time  pesu  Many  of  these, 
It  was  probable*  came  with  hostile,  views* 
sent  by  the  present  French  government. 
It  was  for  the  House  to  determine  who* 
iher*  under  such  circumstances*  it  would 
be  improper  to  adopt  a  measure  which 
was  first  brought  forward  as  applicable  to 
a  state  of  war*  the  principle  of  which  had 
been  recognised  in  peace*  resorted  to  a 
second  time  when  the  lato  war  broke  out* 
and  again  recognised  last  year  in  astoto 
nf  peace.  The  House  would  detormine,  if. 
such  an  act  was  not  necessary  in  the  pre* 
seot^stato  of  thtngs,  and  if*  having  called 
upon  the  Prince  BegenI*  in  their  Addrem* 
(VOL.  XXX.) 
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to  take  meuures  for  etrengthaning  his 
forces  by  land  and  sea,  thev  ooght  not  to 
arm  the  Govemosant  with  those  ciisl 
powers  which  might  make  snch  exertions 
OBore  effective*  m  hoped*  therefore*  the 
House  would  agree  to  go  into  (he  eonir 
mitiee. 

Lord  ArekikaU  Hei'ftsn  said,  there  was 
a  great  difference  between  the  present  p^ 
rind  and  thai  of  17M*  because  we  werf 
then  at  war  with  aleaea  all  Eurone*  and 
now  we  were  in  alliance  with  theoa  all 
except  France*  He  objected  to  granting 
such  extensive  powers*  which  had  been 
abused  in  the  case  of  Mr.  De  Berenger 
and  others*  and  thefefom  should  oppose 
the  going  into  the  committee. 

Bfr.  itdtfoMlsn  said*  that  he  imagined 
the  horn  genuemen  opposite  were  hardly 
aware  of  the  immense  influx  of  foreignen 
within  the  last  few  months.  No  lem  than 
1600  had  arrived  since  the  landing  of  Bon» 
naparti  in  France  was  known,  and  meet  ef 
them  with  passporu  sinned  by  Bnonn* 
pane's  govemosent  Was  there  no  rea^ 
sonnble  ground  for  apprehensiont  espe* 
cially  w^  it  was  known*  that  many  of 
these  peiiens  had  cnmmissions  to  purchase 
arms  for  the  adheiwnie  of  She  new  govern- 
men!  of  France  i  He  did  not  pretond  to 
say*  thai  this  mensnre  would  enable  mi« 
nistera  to  diseriminato  between  the  inno- 
cent and  the  guilty,  but  it  wouM  do  the 
next  best  thing-<-it  would  give  power  to 
deUin  them  until  inquiriee  were  made  into 
their  charadeffs  and  conduct.  He  had 
aome  apology  to  make  to  an  bon.  gentle- 
man for  having  come  into  the  House  while 
he  was  speaking ;  and  them  was  pert  of  the 
bon.  gentleman's  speech  respecting  some 
Italians  in  So8blk«siree|*  which  he  was  just 
cencloding*and  which  he  would  be  obliged 
to  him  to  repeat. 

Mr.  Bemui  said*  he  wished  to  know  who* 
ther  it  was  true*  thai  about  eighteen  Ito- 
lians  who  met  in  SulMk^street*  among 
whom  was  the  Chevalier  Stocoo*  the  agent 
of  the  king  of  Naples*  a  person  of  the 
name  of  Petroni*  and  othets*  hnd  been  ar- 
rested by  order  of  Ciovemment? 

Mr.  iirfdiimun  replied*  that  be  was  alt 
Ingether  nnacgnainifd  with  the  circnm- 


The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee^ 
the  blanks  in  the  Bill  were  illed  op,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  the  Report  should  ho 
brought  up  io«morraw« 

Navt  BsTiiSATis.]  The  Chancellor  of 
the  fixchequer  moved*  that  th«  Hnuse 
(SFp 
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•IwaM  reablTe  ittelf  iDto  a  ComuriUee  of 
Sapfiiy,  and  that  the  Nary  Efttimatea* 
togetber  with  the  Miimatea.  lor  leveral 
mtscelianaooa  tenricety  be  referred  to  the 
laid-  Committee.  The  Speaker  having  left 
theebair» 

Sir  George  Warrender  rose.  He  said,  be  ' 
thought  it  onnecenary  for  him  in  bringing 
forward  the  NaTy  Estimates  to  go  into  any 
^eat  length  of  detail.'  Any  explanation 
tbat  the  Committee  night  require  he  would 
endeavour  to  afibsd.  The  sums  expended 
^r  the  serriee  of  ithe  Navy  were  divided 
•adertwo  ^heads^.the  one  consisting  of 
expenses  connected  with  ships  afloat,  the 
««hec  with  the  pay  of  the  civil  offices  and 
all  expenses  connected  with  ships  not 
•float.  A  great  reduction  had  been  made 
in  the  general  expeoditare  of  the  Navy, 
•byi  reducing  the  number  of  hands,  and  by 
feeing  officers  on  half-pay.  -  This,  how- 
ever,) caused  a  very  considerable  excess 
ie  hetcreated  onde^tbe  head  of  half-pay; 
«moodtiog  to  43$,3dOI.'  This  excess  arose 
•fromi  three  causes;  IVom  the  increased 
•nuiaber  of  penons  placed^on  half-pay-— 
Irom^  the  increased  amount  of  the4ialf-pay 
Jtself,.and«  from  the  extensive  naval  pro- 
motion which  « bad-  taken  place.  The 
Jioose  WQold  recollect  the  plan  iwhich  had 
been  formed  for  better  rewarding  long  and 
meritoriooseervices. '  The  inoonveniencies 
which  it  was  feared  wonld  attend  it,  he 
had  the  pleasure  to  tayy-had  not  been  ex- 
.perienced;  the  happiest  efiects- had  been 
found  to  result,  from  it,  and « it  had  given 
general  satisfaction.  The  mode  of  reward- 
ing masters! mates,  and  midshipmen,  which 
liad  been  preferred  to  giving  them  half- 
pay,  had. been  found*  mere  beneficial  to 
them,  while  the  country  was  spared  such 
an  expense.  'An.  arrangement  had  been 
made,  by  which,  in  time  of  peace,  they 
would  all  have  been  employed ;  and,  in 
addition  to  this,  an  extensive  promotion  to 
the  rank  of  lieutenant  bad  taken  place 
fi»om  amoQg  the  masterslmates  and  mid- 
ehipmen.  This  promotion,  much  to  the 
honour  of  the  noble  lord  at.the  head  of  the 
Admiralty,  had  been>made  in  the  best 
|iesstble  stay  ;  as  those  who  had  been  pro- 
moted were  selected  oa  no  groenda  what- 
ever but  those  of  merit  and  service* 
Having  briefly  explained  the  causes  of  the 
excess  which  appeared  for  half-pay,  he 
thought  it  unnecessary  to  enlarge  on  the 
subject,  ai  the  House  bad«  always  been 
ready  to  bear  testimony  to  the  distin- 
guished merit  of  these  who  wiere  bene- 
iiued  by  it>  and  large  as  thesom  was,  he 
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felt-  confident  no  charge  would  be  more 
cheerfully  voted  than  that  which  was  in- 
tended to  provide  Tor  the  comfort  of  those 
whose  gallant  exertions  had  borne  na 
triumphantly  through  a  long  and  ardo«Mis 
war*  V  The  next  great  head  of  expendi- 
ture in  these  estimates,  was  for  boildtng 
and  repairing  ships;  the  extensive  naval 
war  in  which  we  bad  been  engaged,  had 
made  it  necessary,  at  the  close  of*  the  con- 
test, to  have  great  naval  repairs  ima>e« 
diately  commenced.  This,  with  a  view 
to  public  economy,  it  was  found  proper  to 
oonMDence  without  loss  of  time.  This 
had  caused  a  considerable  expense ;  but  a 
great  reduction,  to-the  amount  of  236,000/. 
had  been  efiected  by  the  arrangements 
made  with  respect  to  the  Kiiig's-3rarde. 
He  congratulated  the  Committee  on  these 
arraitgements,  wbiteb  would  in  future  for* 
nish  the  country  with  an  adequate  wopp^y 
of  large  ships.  It  wat  unnecessary  for  hifn 
to  speak  of  the  pobKc-  works,  which  had 
already 'been  brought  before  the  House* 
He  should  not  enter  on  these,  unless  infor- 
mation were  called  for.  « Great  sums  had 
been  tbuy  expended,  and  in  particular  on 
the  Breakwater  at  Plymouth  Sound,  which 
had  cost  250,000/ .  These  expenses,  how- 
ever, be  trusted  would  be  found  to  have 
been  wisely  incurred,  and  the  great  work 
be  had  just  mentioned  be  had  every  reason 
to  hope  would  answer  the  purpose  for 
which  it  was  to  be  constructed.  The 
estimates  he  bad  explained,  made  together 
3,405,4001.  being  200,000/.  less  than  the 
corresponding  estimates  of  last  year.  He 
had  to  propose  an  additional  vote  for 
for  20,000  men.'  Last  year  70,000  men 
were  voted  for  the  navy,  to  these,  in  *  the 
present  instance,  he,  as  he  had  already 
stated,  meant  to  call  for  an  addition  of 
20,000  men.  The  total !  expetne  of  the 
navy  from  the  papers  produced  last  year, 
had  been  17,265,000/.  The  estimates  be- 
fore the  House  in  the  present  year  made 
it  12,520,778/.  giving  a  difference  of 
4,739,000/.  He  was  happy  to  say  the 
navy  was  in  as  good  a  state  as  it  had  been 
in  at  any  period  of  the  war.  -  It  was  in 
such  a  Slate  of-  efficiency,  tbat  should  the 
service  of  the  country  require  a  very  large 
fleet,  it  could  almost  immediately  be 
brought  forwasd.  It  might  be  satisfactory 
to  the  Committee  to  learn,  that  all  the 
public  shi|>-boiiding  had  been  transferred 
frpm  the  merchantir  to  the  King's  yard^ 
from  which  a  great  future  saving  might 
be  anticipated.  He  concluded,  by- moving 
for  a  supply  for  25|000  men  (inclodsng 
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5|000  royal  mariii0i)t  for  t6ii4iioar  monllit. 

Sir  M.  W.  RMty  wtthed  to  pat  •  ftw 
moHkuit  relalif  e  lo  womm  of  ihe  itemt  in 
thoM  aoooonU :  for  ioitaiice  one  of  5fOO(W« 
lor  parish  doiiet,  iampt,  and  other  ox  pen* 
dkoref  for  pohlic  use;  another  was 
14,0001.  for  disbarsementa  of  a  similar 
deacription;  and  a  third  of  10,000/. 
There  were  other  sweeping  sums  for  the 
navy  departaenU  at  Deptford  and  Ports- 
moothy  opon  which  some  explanatioo,  be* 
yond  Slating  the  round  somt,  was  doe. 
Whilst  looking  tounespJained  large  pmnts, 
he  could  not  hot  lament  a  reduction  in 
one  which  ought  to  be  liberally  maintained  ) 
—he  meant  the  superannuated  or  compas- 
sionate list.  With  reference  to  public 
works,  he  could  not  oterlook  the  uncertain 
SBode  in  which  estimates  were  inserted  ; 
aeveral  of  these,  were  rated  at  uncertain 
sums.  In  proof  of  this,  he  adduced  the 
•urns  espmled  upon  Plymouth  chapel; 
during  the  present  year  5»4O0L  was  voted 
Ssr  that  purpose.  The  works  thus  inde- 
finitely marked,  amounted  to  229,000/., 
MiOOOl.  of  which  had  been  thus  expended. 
He  had  no  doubt  that  the  public  service 
HDtght  require  such  appre^rlations ;  he 
caly  complained  of  the  loose  wey  in  which 
ihey  were  suted. 

Sir  G.  IFsvreiider  observed,  that  the 
t>reparatioD  of  diatinct  general  estimates 
bad  only  been  the  practice  since  many 
public  works  bad  boen  commenced.  As 
to  the  Dock-yard  items,  they  were  more 
immediately  within  the  department  of  hia 
:hon.  friend,  the  Secretary  to  the  Admi- 
-raity,  who  would  doubtless  give  the  necea- 
eary  explanation. 

.    Mr.  <9ordbii  solicited  an  explanation  of 
the  sums  of  1,000/.  dOO/.  &c.  for  Sheer* 
nesst'ond  other  contingencies ;  also  5/)00/. 
for  parish  duties,  lamps,  4tc.    There  was 
•another  expense  of  500/.  for  tholnapector 
of  Telegraphs;  now  this  salary,  he  thought, 
-should  have  expired  with  the  duty  for 
.which  it  was. given,  ibr  the  Telegraph 
service  most  have  ceased  during  the  last 
>  year*    The  526,000/.credit  for  old  stores, 
•recalled  to  his  recollection  the  circam- 
staace  that  great  mismanagement  pro- 
•vrailed  in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  this 
species  of  public  property :  this  ought  to 
Minqnred  into»  SLod  remedied. 
•    Mr.  Ovfar  replied,  thai  aa  to  the  5»000/. 
for  small  items,  the  eatimate  was  taken 
ifoa  the  details  of  the  last  year,  and  ex- 
•poaed  toitwo>olwckai  wliichof  eowse  con- 
trolled it  properly.  .  It  ifis  redoeed  to  the 
.ioiresi-  poastblt  ama,  and»  conaideriog  its 
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nature,  he  was  only  surprised  that  it  wa» 
not  more.  To  meet  some  of  these  roundly* 
stated  sums,  according  to  Mr.  Bankes'a 
Bill,  the  fees  of  several  offices  were  in 
part  applied,  and  there  were  two  audits  for 
their  regular  examination.    The  amount^ 
of  this  branch  was  certainly  smaller  than 
it  had  been  last  year.     The  telegraph 
estimate  stood  over  since  last  Dt^ember> 
and  was  for  actual  service ;  the  reason  of 
its  being  deferred  was,  that  it  shook!  have 
the  benefit  of  ditfcussion  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  public  expenditure.  *  The 
telegraphs  had  since  been  pulled  down, 
but  they  were  now  in  active  preparation* 
for  renewal.     The  old  stores  disposal  wma 
in  other  hands  ^m  his  for  execution.  He 
could  only  answer,  that  fisll  and  ample 
publicity  was  given  before  each  sale,  •and 
it  was  competent  for  any  peraon  who  had 
any  complaint  to  nsoke  of  ;thia  matter,  to* 
state  such  comphunt  to  the  Navy  Board  or 
the. Admiralty.      For   bis  own  part>  ho* 
never  heard  that  any  malversation  bad 
been  complained  of. 

Sir  M.  W.  RidU^p  though  glad  to  hear 
of  good  regolatioAs,  thought  there  could 
he  no  objection  on  the  otl^r  side,  to  pro* 
dttce  or  obtain  general  estimates  of  the 
public  works  in  hand.  • 

Mr.  W.  Smith  thought  the  income  of 
000/.  per  annom  given  to  the  paymaster 
of  widows  pensions,  seemed  more  like  • 
provision  for  the  person  than  the  proper 
pay  of  the  office.  He  felt  this  the  more, 
when  he  compared  it  with  the  small 
income  of  the  Astronomer-royal,  a  person 
who  must  stand  high  in  point  of  education 
and  soience,  and  who  most  hold  an  extan* 
sive  correspondence  in  every  quarter  of 
Europe :  bis  salary  was  but  80fi/.  per  asn* 
and  iool.  for  an  assistant  To  such  an 
office  he  would  be  glad  so  see  an  aogmen« 
tation.  The  chaplain-general  of  the  fleet 
had  500/. :  to  this  he  certainly  did  not 
object.  He  complained  of  the  expanse  of 
the  naval  hospital  at  Yarmouth,  which  had 
cost  100,000/.,  besides  20,000/.  for*boiid« 
ing- an officer^s  house  near-it.  Tho-hbs« 
pttal  was  constrooled  to  hold  500  patients; 
yet  had  never  at  one  time-^not  even  when 
the  patienta  of  other  hospitals  near  had 
been  carried  to  it,  while  they  were  being 
repaiffedi»-had  more  than  150  in  if.  TbS 
regular  average  was  considerably  under 
100 ;  he  believed  about  7a  He«  did  not 
know  where  the  blame  lav,  but  it  appear^ 
ed  to  him  the  sums  laid  out  upon  Ibat 
building,  were  much  greater  thkn  the  ad- 
.vantages  to  bo'expeclfd  firoBi  it}   and  for 
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llHMe  tctHftlly  dtrivad  from  ik»  he  ChMglit 
tb«  poblic  |»aid  teDto  one  oiora  ihaii  Ihev 
oogtit^aod  that  the  cxpeiue  of  IbeoflSceri 
booM  niglit  b»ve  Mcured  tbe  whole  of  ibe 
benefiu  obtaioed  from  ihii  expeesive 
eftteblithmont  to  ibe  nefy. 

Mr.  Croher  expteiiicd.  He  Mid  tbe 
siloelioD  of  paymasier  of  widows  peMoos 
wu  fir«l  regnleied  iiiider  a  cbarler  of 
George  the  2nd.  A  great  deal  of  troeble 
was  involvad  in  ibe  deiies  annexed  to  it ; 
ftr  tbe  parlies  were  paid  quarterly^  and  in 
their  seyerai  places  of  resideoce.  An 
ijleratioo  bad  lately  been  made  in  this 
office*  and  tbe  present  remuneration  was 
agreed  upon,  in  lieo  of  tbe  emoloasent 
arising  to  the  paymaster  from  the  use  of 
the  pahlic  money  which  be  occastonally 
held,  and  which  left  him  a  greater  profit 
than  bis  present  income.  Tbe  som  in  the 
estimates  was  paid  to  the  Astraoomer- 
wofml  iof  a  nantical  aimaiiack«  and  Ibrmed 
but  a  somll  part  of  his  ^molomenu.  The 
hospital  at  Yarmouth,  if  not  mnch  used 
sow,  before  the  expedition  to  Copen* 
hagen.  while  the  Dotch  fleet  was  strong, 
and  France  had  a  formidable  naeal 
establishment  at  Antwerp,  at  thai  time  as 
the  eyes  of  Great  Britain  were  anaioosly 
fixed  on  the  north,  was  likely  to  be  oiF 
great  importonoe*  Had  that  state  of 
ibings  eontinoed,  it  was  likely  that  hos> 
pital  would  have  caused  a  great  mviiig  not 
merely  of  money  but  of  boman  life ;  awl 
any  expense  in  forming  this  establish- 
ment was  well  incurred,  to  a? oid  having 
veooorae  to  those  wretched  places  formerly 
in  ose««-be  meant  tbe  temporary  bospiials. 

Mr.  Gordm  would  wish  to  know  whe- 
ther there  was  any  diuMnatioa  in  the  ex« 
penses  of  the  inspection  of  telegraphs? 
There  were  twenty  clerks  employed  in 
lime  of  war,  and  surely  so  many  could  not 
be  necesMry  in  lime  of  peaces 
.  Mr.  Jktmti  wished  to  know  what  was 
done  to  compensate  captain  Usher,  or 
whether  there  was  any  measure  in  progrem 
10  do  him  justice. 

Si^Clerlet  Pok  said,  that  eaptaui  Usher 
was  an  ofiicer  of  the  Ughaat  merit,  and 
thai  his  services  and  his  wounds  deserved 
from  his  country  the  graatest  alleotion. 

Lsrd  Cmlml^k  said,  that  the  busiaam 
with  regahl  to  captain  Usher  was  In  a  state 
0f  program. 

Mr.  W.  Smkk  laok  notice  of  the  sum  of 
IKKU.  paid  to  captain  King,  for  carryhsg 
pwnhal  Blooher,  kom  ftc.  from  Dover  to 
Calais.  He  had  heard  there  was  a  asode 
pf  aforage  struck  lor  the  lammwfatioa  of 
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oflhers  so  employed,  awl  thai  the  oficft 
was  sometimes  a  good  one,  and  at  other 
times  the  revarw.  Now,  upon  inqahpf^ 
be  ibttcid  that  the  «f  ceMrw  in  thia  case 
wave  no  less  personagm  than  the  doeham 
of  Oldenborgh,  the  prince  royal  of  Wir* 
tembng,  prince  Hanlenbefg,  the  Rnssiaii 
and  Frossian  ambassadors,  generals  Bulow!, 
and  Yorek,  with  their  several  snitw. 

Mr.  i^Bmkmfy  rem  to  do  justice  to  the 
feelings  of  captain  Kng,  who  would  be 
the  laH  man  in  the  servioa  to  take  money 
for  a  duty  which  he  did  not  perfformi  or  to 
make  a  demand  which  was  not  strictly 
and  honourably  oorrect.  Now,  the  Ml 
was,  that  insteaid  of  bis  having  made  one 
trip  from  Dover  to  Calais  with  thorn  illaa- 
triotts  personages,  he  bad  made  four  or 
five,  and  was  actually  out  of  pocket  sevani 
hundred  pounds,  over  and  above  whm  ha 
had  been  allowed  for  that  duty. 

Mr.  Cnktr  said,  that  the  ctreumstanea 
of  the  item  having  been  annraed  to  tba 
name  of  marshal  filecber  alone,  arighi 
have  arimn  from  his  name  being  first  aw 
the  list  in  the  warrant,  and  that  il  wua 
thought  mioecessary  to  insert  the  whole. 

Mr.  Ji.  IFard  raid,  that  as  to  the  amolw 
ments  of  the  Astronomer-royal,  th^  irsfu 
derived  from  three  sources— *from  the  Ad* 
aurally  to  the  amount  mentioned  in  the 
estimate,  from  the  Ordnance  the  sam  paid 
was  iOOL  with  coals  and  candles^  and  the 
Boy  al  Society  paid  about  as  muoh  $  so  that, 
in  all,  the  nfary  amounted  to  7  or  WIOLm 
year,  together  with  Flainstead  HauM. 

Mr.  Gidijf  said,  thai  tbe  salaryof  the 
Astreoemer^royal  had  very  properly  bean 
increased  since  tbe  death  of  Dr.  Maske* 
lyne,  who  had  a  large  private  fortune;  and 
be  thought  a  still  greater  inirrease  would 
be  advisable.  If  tbe  establisbosanl  nl 
Flamstead-bome  was  iooivased,  so  es  to 
form  in  some  sort  a  school  of  astranemy, 
the  expense  would  be  aniply  repied  hy 
the  beneficial  influence  of  such  a  maaf» 
sore  upun  astronomical  science,  aa  fiw  aa 
il  was  applicable  to  naval  poiposes. 

Mr.  muhtad  observed,  that  the  au* 
nntensM  of  the  eetimates  was  truly  land* 
able,  and  was  earned  to  such  an  eslent 
that  4L  was  inserted  aa  tbe  em^mm  of 
catohmg  rsssi  [AlanghJ.  Ha  was  w»  ta«»» 
prised  at  thb  Item;  bi^lrom  tbe  aaaWludn 
of  '  rats'  in  thai  Mfmtmmt,  he  had  ox* 

eled  la  have  fiwnd  another  item  of  40L 
burying  ibeae  which  had  been 
But,  passing  over  to  laiwer 
wished  to  poHH  the  aitenlion  of  tbe 
tary  of  the  Adanndty  loihe  Miosions  fo«» 
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thtt  Um  improvMiMiiti  wMeb  to  t  wta^tr 
fol  «suiit  bad  bMDiiMde  in  til  llie  prif  ■!• 
concerns  of  the  coonlry*  wore  to  slow  in 
ftndiog  tlwir  way  tnio  the  poblic  otcobHftb* 
menu,  ond  etpocMly  tbo  dock^yonte.  Ho 
porticolorly  noticed  the  mokteg  of  fopee, 
the  ImproTcmeni  in  which,  ho  Mid,  wts 
known  and  procliied  o? ery  wboio  ouieido 
of  the  dock-yardt»  hot  wot  nol  of  oil 
mionded  to  within*  It  was  o  di^raco  to 
this  nation  that  improvamcirts  which  wafo 
so  gonoraUy  known  shooM  not  bo  adopted 
in  the  dock-yards,  whers  they  were  per- 
haps more  than  in  any  other  place  neees* 
sary.  The  Admiralty  were  in  foil  flsrce 
on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Hoose,  and  ho 
trosted  they  woold  explain  away  this 
strange  nefflect.  In  the  same  piece,  and 
ahaest  in  tna  same  spot,  at  PoilBmooth» 
whore  Mr.  BrenelPs  improfementa  were 
carrying  oo«-4mproTemenu  that*  two  or 
three  centoHes  ago,  wooM  have  had  their 
ingenioos  aothors  hanged  for  witchcraft— 
tracks  were  to  be  seen  In  a  poblle  deport* 
ment  that  woold  disgrace  one  of  those 
AoMrican  tribes  whose  bonndaries  were  so 
lately  the  cause  of  contention.  He  tmsted 
sach  hnperfectfons  woold  be  anstrered  to 
the  poblic.  He  hoped  the  attentiott  of  the 
Admiraliy  woold  be  torned  to  this  sohject, 
and  that  he  might  hare  the  pleasore  of 
winwsarog  the  beneficial  conseqoences  of 
his  suggestion. 

Sir  George  Wmrender  said,  that  he  coold 
not  OToid  noticing  the  tery  pointed  alio* 
sion  of  the  hon.  gentleman  lo  him,  in  his 
observation  on  the  item  for  killing  rats. 
He  ihooM  be  always  ready  to  meet  the 
hen.  gentleman,  not  only  in  that  Hoose, 
bat  on  any  other  groond. 

Mr.  W.  8muk  rose  to  order.  The  hon. 
baronet  most  sorely  feel  that  he  was 
wholly  onjosttfied  in  making  any  personal 
allosion  to  hit  hon.  fnend,  who  was  mereljr 
discharging  a  poblic  doty,  in  the  inqoiries 
which  be  had  msde. 

Mr.  WkUkread  was  sorrr  his  hon.  friend 
had  Uken  the  troable  of  explaining  his 
cmidoct,  as  be  did  not  think  it  wanted 
hoy  explanation.  Ho  did  not  thHik  any 
thing  the  hon.  baronet  had  said  was  dis- 
orderly, and  wooM  wish  he  had  finished 
his  observations.  He  did  not  see  what 
relationship  the  killing  of  mts  had  lo  the 
hon.  baronet.  He  wu  sore  he  had  not 
intended  any  thing  oflhnsite  to  any  gew- 
lleman  in  what  he  had  said  on  tin  sub» 

»    8h*  S.  ITbmMbr  said,  that  as  the  hon. 
gentkasaa  had  not  intended  any  diiog  of- 


10  nimy  ho  Of  coorie  most  bo 
satfsled.  Ho  saM,  there  weald  be  no 
time  lost  In  taking  the  improfcmenti 
which  the  bon^  genttoman  bad  mentioned 
into  coneideration.  The  first  lord  of  thd 
Admiralty  had  made  personal  r tsiu  to  the 
dack*yards  fbr  the  sake  of  coosofting  the 
diilerent  oSeers  on  the  propriety  of  ahe* 
rmions  in  the  present  system. 

Mr.  Wkkktad  hoped  they  shooM  see 
the  froita  of  those  risfts,  though  he  was 
aware  the  greatest  obstacle  existed  to  the 
mtrodoctionof  Improvements,  on  accooni 
of  the  hostile  dbposition  towards  noveltfee 
on  the  part  of  the  old  sugers»  if  they 
I  micht  b(B  called  so,  of  the  dock-yardii 
This  opposition  vras  remarkable  io  the 
cose  of  tlio  stone  bmin  at  Poruanooth,  of 
which  the  advantage  was  now  oniversaliy 
acknowledged.  He  was  glad  to  find  the 
hon.  baranet  restored  to  good«hoBSoor. 
Ho  did  not  know  there  was  any  asorecoii* 
nexlon  between  him  and  rats,  than  bo^' 
iween  him  and  cats-*[A  laogh.l 

Mr.  Fomcmkg^  lo  a  vein  of  pleasantry, 
obeerved,  that  ho  was  not  quite  ssttsfiod 
as  ID  this  afllkir  of  the  rats ;  for  in  the  same 
pege  In  which  4I.  was  charged  fbr  the 
extirpation  of  tiiese  animals,  he  saw  IM.  2i; 
expended  upon  the  keeping  of  cats; 
Now,  if  the  latter  charge  were  correct,  the 
fbrmer  was  objectionable,  for  sorely  the 
cats  ooght  to  liave  destroyed  the  rats, 
without  the  additional  expense  incurred 
In  the  returns.  Why,  therefore,  should  it 
not  to  be  explained  ? 

Mr.  Choler  replied,  that  the  cats  were 
kept  in  a  diftrent  yard  from  that  occn« 
pied  by  the  rats.  But  quitting  that 
weighty  consideration,  and  coming  to  ono 
perbape  as  importsnt,  be  wiibedto  do* 
fend  the  first  lord  of  the  Admiralty  fnm, 
any  indhpodtlon  towards  the  introdoc- 
tion  of  machinery  into  the  public  works; 
Amona  the  vrorkmen  it  was  first  necesnrr 
to  explode  vulgar  prejudice!,  before  thn 
Improvement  coulo  be  made  suiBctently 
operative.  This  had,  however,  been  in  a 
great  degree  eflected,  particularly  in  the 
mwing  branches  of  work.  A  basin  was  la 
progrem  at  Sheemess,  similar  to  that  of 
Portsmooth,  and  two  steam*engines  were 
in  forwardness.  He  hoped,  in  the  coorso 
of  next  year,  these  would  be  more  gene- 
ral, and  when  their  efiects  were  folly 
visible,  that  they  woold  be  introduced  by 
demes  into  the  great  vards. 

Mr.  ^orfer  suggested,  that  a  great  im« 
proTcment  in  the  manuhctuto  of  cablea 
could  bo  introduced.    Though  not  adopU 
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•d  at  the  public  yardsf  it  wM^wtll  kadwll 
iatbe  private  ones.  He bimitlf^  in  India, 
bad  experienced  its  prefefenoe.  < 

Admiral  Hope  did  not  approre  tbeplaa  > 
aUuded  to. 

Mr.  IVhiibread  iuoiiced  the  great  siip^ 
liority  of  Huddart'e  cables,  wbicb  be.  bad 
beard  oaval  men  say  tbey  we«kl  sooner 
trust  their  lives  to^  than  to  the  KingVyard 
cables. 

Admiral  Hope  testified  his  experience 
of  the  goodness  of  the  King's  cables. 
Manual  labour  might  be  dimiaisbed ;  but 
efiery  new  plan  might  not  be  executed  so 
fast  in  the  King's  as  in  the .  merchants' 
yards. 

.Mj;.  Whubreainiidg  that  the  advantage 
in  the  difierei^ce  between  a  machine  and 
manual  labour  was  great.  The  machine 
was  never  drunk,  never  ff  eqt  off  to  visit  a 
friend,  never  was  idle  when  waited,  and 
mlways  made  the  'Same^bing  in  the  same 
way*  It  was  not  exposed  to  the  difference 
arising  from  varioas  hands.  .  Such  i|vas.  the 
advantage  in  Hudd^ rt's  invention.  The 
anchor  forger  ia/the  dock-yards,  he  was 
convinced,  might  be  improved,  and  that 
it  might  be  (bund  unnecessary  for  a  man's 
hand  to  wield  a  hammer.  Machinery 
might  effect  this,  and  every  blow  given 
would  be  the  same,  and  money  and  human 
labour  saved.  In  Sweden. the  hammer 
was  worked  by  water.  The  steam-engine 
was  applicable  to  all  such  purposes.  Mr. 
Branell  or  Mr.  Maltby  would  be  very  able 
to  do  what  was  wanted  as  well  as  in  the 
present  system  of  the  smitheries.  . 

Sir  Joieph  Yorkc  approved  pf ,  the  mode 
in  practice  for  making  ropes. 
..   Captain  PeUew  said,  he  had  procured 
one  of  the  other  cables  in  China,  which 
ha  found  unserviceable. 

Mr.  Forha  repeated  his  own  experience 
of  their  superior  value. 

Mr.  Oroket  said,  that  as  soon  as  they 
Could  be  exempted  from  the  liability 
to  snap,  which  they  possessed,  he  hoped 
they  would  generally  be  made  use  of  in 
the  navy. 

Mr.  iVhiibread  asked,  whether  it  was  in 
contemplation  to  give  the  captains  of  n^en ' 
of  war  chronometers,  .  which,    he   said, 
would  be  of  great  use  in  long  voyages. 

Sir*/.  Yorkc  said,  that  that  subject  was, 
under  the  contemplation  o\  tikt  board  of 
Admiralty. 
*  The  Resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

On   the   second    Resolution,    "  That 
^55,000/.  be  granted  to  his  Majesty  for 
for  the  a  aid  30,000  men«  for  Utf 
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liinU>fl»0Bthf,  cemcBiNMing-tha  1st  April 
18 1#,  at  li'J5«.*6<^-per  man  per«moDtk, 
1  Mr*  JVkiikrmd  ^id»  that  as  an  increaeed 
nomber  of  seamen  had  been  voted,  it  wais 
a  proper,  occasion  to  remark,  that  <H»aa*- 
plaints  had  been  made  of  the  very  inade* 
quate  manner  in  which  the  navy  had  been 
manned  during  the  last  American  w«r« 
He  he|>ed  in  future  the  Admiralty  would 
propqrtion^  the  nomber  of  ships  to    the 
mmber  of  good  seaqnen  tbey  could  pro* 
case,  so  that  we  might  meet  the  Ameri- 
cans, if  a  war  unfortunately  broke  out 
again  with  that  people* 

Admiral.  Hope  said,  it  was  impossible 
that  we  could  man  a  navy  of  70  or  BO  saii 
as  well  as  five  or  six  frigates  were-  mannod 
by  the  Americans.  If  the.  number  of  oor 
ships  ware,  as  amall,  we  could  man  them 
four,  times  over  equally  well.  Oor  ahipe 
had  always  been  found  to  be  better  man- 
ned than  the  French,  and  as  well  manned 
as  a  large  fleet  could  be.  The  hon.  ad- 
miral expressed  his  confidence  that  the 
best  seamen  would  be  found  to  come  for- 
ward with  alacrity  to  serve  their  conntrya 
secured  as  they  were  of  reward  for  their 
services  from  the  liberal  measures  which 
had  been  adopted  for  that  purpose,  espe* 
cially  with  regard  to  the  institutiona  at 
Greenwich  and  Chatham. 

Mr.  Forbet  aUuded  to  the  case  of  nas* 
ters'  mates  and  midshipmen,  which  ha 
conceived  to  be  one  of  extreme  hardship, 
deserving  the  attention  of  the  House  ;  and 
observed,  that  he  would,  on  some  future 
occasion,  notice  it  more  particularly. 

Admiral  Hope  stated,  that  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  lords  of  the  Admiralty 
to  keep  afloat  all  those  young  men  who  bad 
served  during  the  war,  as  far  as  it  was 
possible ;  and  for  that  purpose  a  double 
proportion  of  inferior  officers  was  to  be 
kept  op.  He  pronounced  a  warm  eulo- 
gium  on  the  conduct  of  the  British  navy, 
during  which  the  gallant  admiral  was 
loudly  and  repeatedly  cheered. 

Mr.  Whuiniad  was  glad  that  an  oppor- 
tunity had  occurred  for  the  gallant  ad* 
miraj's  paying  a  tribute  to  the  petty 
ofl^cera  of  the  navy.  Nothing  could  be 
more  grateful  to  them,  than  to  know  that 
their  services  bad  been  duly  appreciatedi 
He  .bad  beard,  bowever^  that  there  were 
instances  in  which  ships  had  been  sept  to 
sea  without  their  c^plemenu:  and  in 
one.  case,  ^  gallant  admiral  had  actually 
weighed  his  men,  and  sent  up  the  account 
to  the  Admiralty,  that  ihayt  ovgbi  know 
ibe  state  of  bii  crew. 
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Mr:  Chker  did  not  deny  bat  that  at  tM 
latter  period  of  the  war  many  of  the  sear-^ 
foen  were'  of  a  very  inferior  kind,  boi 
anerted^poaitiTely  that  no'Uhip  everwa« 
sent  to  a  foreign  station  wilboat  hartng 
her  conaplementof  men.  ' 

*  Mr.  Whidfread  said;  that  as  the  hon. 
Secretary  had  spoken  with  such  confi- 
dence, he  should  refer  to  the  officers  from 
whom  he  had  received  his  information 
upon  this  subject,  and  take  occasion  to 
state  the  result  to  the  House. 
-  Admiral  H^,  in  corroboration  of  what 
fel!  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
observed,  that  the  standing  order '  was, 
not  to  suflfer  any  ship  to  leave  the  barbonr 
without  her  due  complement. 

Mr.  Forbes  expressed  an  apprehension 
that  the  claims  of  the  midshipmen  had 
not  been  sufficiently  attended  to/ and 
therefore  he  should  feel' it  bis  dotjr  to 
bring  the  subject  before  the  House. 
'  Si^  Joseph  Yorke  stated,  that  the  Admi- 
ralty had  done  much  for  the  meritorious 
class  of  officers  alluded  to  by  'tbfe  hon. 
gentleman,  but  it  had  hot  yet  done  all 
that  was  Intended.  With'  regdrd  how* 
ever  to  what  was  urged  on  the  score 
of  length  of  service,  merely  as'  a  claim 
to  promotion,  he  had  to  observe,  that 
several  midshipmen  had  completed  per- 
haps ten  years  of  service  in  a  'French 
prison,  without  having'  ^eenr  two  years 
previous  service  on  board'  ;f'  iiod  \«ould  any 
naval  officer  consider  such  persons  quali- 
fied to  perform  the  dotiesbf'a lieutenancy? 

Lord  Nugent  said,  he  wa^  infbrtned  that 
among  our  squadron  off  the  Scheldt  in  the 
coarse  of  the  late  war^  two  'saH'of  the  Kn^ 
Wanted  1 30  men  each  of  their  full  com- 
plement, and  that  the  ship  of' commodore 
O^en  wals  equally  defectTve.        •     *   ♦ 

Mr.  Rose  expressed  a'hbpe  that' the 
.hon.  gentleman  would  not  persist  in  his 
motion  with  respect  to  the  midsbipmenj 
as  the  only  effect  of  such  a  motion  would 
be  to  render  that  deserving 'class  discon* 
tented.  He  had  no  doubt  that  the  claims 
of  those  officers,  in'  whose  favour  he  felt 
a  lively  interest,  would  be'  duly  attended 
to.  A  gr^at  number  of  them  indeed 'had 
already  been  promoted,  and  such  as  were 
not  promoted  were  to  be  maii^t'ained  afloatj 
so  that  at  all  events  such  meritorious  per- 
sona ahould  not  be  turned'adrift.  '  ^ 

Mr.  R.  Ward,  to  show  the  impairtiality 
of  thi^  Admiralty  Board,  cited  a  case  in 
which  he  had  appliled  to  the  first  lord  iii 
favour  of  a  midshipman,  who  was  a  rela- 
tion of  his  own ;  boi  his  application  waa 


rlafaM  'on  tbitf  ground^  that  others  wbcf 
bad<W  prior  claim  from  long  service  were 
not  yet  promoted. 

'  Mr;  IfkUhead  observed,  that  it  had 
been  ranch  complained  of,  that  wMK 
military  officers  in  an  enemy's  prison 
wertfallowed  the '  disiioant  whicfh^  ffoot 
dtfierence  of  exchange,  they  were  oblfffei 
to  pay,  the  aame  allowance  was  |-efosed  m 
naval  officers  in  the  same  situaftion.  -  iie 
coald  not  ^onieeive  how  such  a  distinction 
coold  be  tolerated  upon  any  principle  of 
eqarity.  •  He  recollected  that  when  m 
motion  was  brought  forward  by  an  hon. 
firieiKl  of  hi8-(Mr.  Bennet),  to  place  the 
officera  of  both  departments  on  the  same 
footing,  when  on  foreign  service,  that  mo* ' 
tjon  was  tesisted  opon  this  ground,  tKai 
naval  officers  had  opportunities  of  obtain- 
ing pri9e<»money»  from  which  military 
officers  were  excluded  j  bat  no  such  ground 
cdnldapply,  where  nvither  were  in  actual 
seri4ee,  when  both  were  in  a  prison.  He 
begged,'  therefdre,.to  call  the  attention  of 
the^ Admiralty  to  this  subject,  and  trusted 
tbat'the  naval  lords  would  take  measorei 
to  ba^e  justice  done  to  their  bretbftin. 

Mr.  Croker  said,  he  had  the  s^sfactioil 
tO'State,  that  the  moment  the  cafP  alluded 
to  by  the  hon. 'gentleman  was  represented 
te  the  fii9t  lord  of  the  Admiralty,  measures 
were  taken  to  place  naval  officers  on  the 
same  footing  with  the  officers  of  the  army. 

The*  Resolotton  was  then  agreed'  tOi 
On  the  Resolution,' "  That  g07,502/f  be 
gramed  to  '  his  Majesty,  for  defira^ing 
half-pay,  superannuations,  allowabc^^,  end 
pensions  to  officers  of  his  Majesty's  Navy 
and  Royal  Marines,  their  widows  and 
relatives,  for  tlie  year  1 8 1 5,'* 

Mr.  Ponsonby  took  occasion  to  panegy- 
rise the  justice  and  policy  which  dictated 
aO'adfance  of  the  half-pay  of  naval  offi- 
cers in  1806;  observing,  that  he  shot/id 
have  been  better  pleased  if  that  advance 
had  gone  farther,  and  adding,  that  hd 
sbould  feel  it  his  duty,  on  an  early  occa- 
sion, to  -make  a  proposition  to  the  House 
upon  ibis  subject. 

This  Resolution,  together  with  the  t^^ 
maining  ones,  were  agreed  to  wltbonl  op- 
position. 
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* '  Emigrants.]  ,  *  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  moved,  "  That  60,00(K.  be 
gnmted  to  his  ^Majesty,  to  enable  him  to 
grant  relief  to. such  of  the  suflering  clergy 
and  laity  of  France,  Tduloneie,  and  Cor* 
stcan  -emigrants.  Saint  Domingo  sufferers, 
and  Dutch  norar  officen»  who  may  here- 
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lofore  h«r«  received  allowMcee  fnm  Ue 
Majesty,  aod  vrbg  ney  Qoi  bete  been 
enabled  to  return  to  their  own  countnee 
10  ^e  course  of  the  present  year,  or  «|iO| 
fom  services  performed*  pr  loiies  mm* 
lained  in  the  BrjUsh  service,  mty  have 
epecial  cl^iips  npoq  bis  Majesty's  justice 
er  liberality."     He  saidj  M>at  of  this  sum 

g5,000L  was  to  b^ve  been  paid  by  the 
ing  of  France,  but  recent  occurrepcei 
had  prevented  the  performance  of  that 
engagement.  De  ^hovgbt  severel  of  those 
persouw  had  4  peculiar  claim  on  Eoglandi 
aa  they  had  been  employed  by  our  Go* 
vernmen^.  and  bad  wasted  their  property 
in  our  s^r^ice. 

Sir.JM.  IV,  Ridl^  said,  that  however, 
vngracious  it  might  seem  to  make  any 
objection  to  a  motion  of  this  nature,  he 
thought  it  necessary  upon  such  a  motion 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  considering 
ibe  distresses  and  burthens  of  our  own 
pfioplei  and  to  impress  upon  his  Majealy's 
ministers  that  np  French  emigranta  capa* 
^le  of  serving  their  iCing  in  bis  present 
^ergency ,  should  be  encouraged  to  with* 
draw  ^m  him  by  .the  prospect  of  a  pro* 
vision  from  this  country. 

The  Qumcellar  qf  {he  ^sdtefwr  asiored 
Ibe  committee^  that  care  wonid  be  taken 
lo  provide  against  any  such  encourage* 
ment  as  the  boa-  baronet  had  stated.  Tm 
fact,  hpwever,  wes,  that  it  waa  not  pro* 
posed  to  provide  for  any  persons  from  Ibis 
fund  but  such  as  from  old  age  |nd  infir* 
mity  were  unable  to  afford  any  active 
aupport  to  their  Sovereign  in  his  pveseni 
state*  / 

Mr.  fFAiifcvad  asked,  whether  the  pro- 
posed vote  was  in  addition  to  the  l^,OOCtf. 
already  voted  ? 

The  CkanceUor  qf  the  Excheqifer  answered 
in  the  affirmative,  adding  thai  out  of  the 
15,000^  fUuded  to,  8,000/.  bad  been 
granted  as  ^  final  compensation  to  spme 
eipiRranta  on  quitting  the  country. 

Mr.  WhUkru4  said,  that  as  it  had  been 
atated  that  1600  emigraou  bad  lately 
come  into  the  country,  be  hoped  it  was 
not  intended  by  putting  them  on  the  Alien 
list  to  make  those  emigrants  an  additionul 
burthen  upon  us;  for  if  so,  the  powers 
of  tbe  Alien  Act  might  be  abosed,  by 
koepingsom^  foreigners  ip  tbe  conntry, 
fa  they  bid  been  beretofovo  abosed  by 
pending  other  foreigners  out  of  it  The 
^on.  member  asked,  wbelb^r  in  tbe  comae 
is  ibeir  goveromtf»Dt  the  Bourbona  bad* 
according  to  promise,  paid  ^ny  sum  to  our 
(roveromenty  as  n  cotppcniation  for  the 
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i^anc^  made  to  the  emigrants,  and 
whether  any  of  the  persons  nnaljy  com* 
peasated,  as  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer stated,  bad  again  returned  to  tbie 
country  ? 

The  Chanceilar  qfihe  Exchequer  answered, 
that  none  of  them  so  cpmpensated  bad 
again  returned. 

The  Resolution  was  agreed  to.— «Oo  a 
Resolution  being  proposed  for  a  grant  of 
Q,000/,  as  a  final  compensation  to  tbe 
commissioners  for  examining  and  aacer- 
twining  tbe  boundaries  of  Windsor  forest* 

Mr*  fVMtbread  said,  that  he  understood 
there  was  another  commission  which  bad 
been  itppojoted  to  survey  the  royal  parka 
and  forests,  of  which  a  noble  lord  (Yar-» 
mouth),  and  Mr.  Bicknell,  solicitor  to  the 
Admiralty  and  the  Prince  Regent,  were 
tbe  commissioners.  He  wished  to  know 
who  appointed  those  commissioueri;,  or 
what  authority  they  had  to  act? 

Tbe  Chtmceiior  4^  the  Eicheqiur  replied, 
that  the  grant  now  proposed  was  the  re* 
gular  cofopensations  to  commissioners  ap* 
pointed  under  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed 
several  years  ago^  for  three  years  services. 
As  to  toe  other  commission,  it  bad  been 
laid  before  the  Crown  lawyers,  to  give 
their  opinion  as  to  its  validity. 

On  the  motion,  ''That  21,000^  be 
granted  to  bis  M^esty,  for  defraying  tbe 
extra  charge  for  contingencies  of  tbe 
three  Secretaries  of  State,  for  tbe  year 
1815," 

Mr.  Tkm^  said,  he  thought  there 
ought  to  be  a  more  detailed  account  set 
forth.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
aoa  waa  too  large;  but.  he  thought  tbe 
House  onght  to  tt  informed  of  the  par* 
ticolars  for  which  it  was  given. 

Mr.  ArimhiPi  signifiml  bis  readiness, 
upon  bmging  op  the  report,  to  lay  the 
required  information  upon  the  table. 

Sir  M.  W.  Bidi^  said,  he  thought  the 
Secretaries  of  State  were  not  sofficiently 
paid,  and  that  the  public  would  be  better 
satisfied  if  their  salaries  were  increased^ 
instead  of  having  to  come  to  Parliament 
for  those  contingeqcies. 

Mr.  ArhmkM  repelled  the  idea  thai 
any  part  of  those  contingencies  wu  ap* 

Sropriated  to  the  personal  uses  of  the 
acretariea  of  State.  Tbey  were  ex- 
pended in  coals,  candleiL  stationery^  and 
other  articles  for  their  omces. 

Sir  M*  W.  BjuU^  explained,  ^d  said 
that  be  bad  no  intention  of  insinuating 
any  thing  like  wbat  the  right  boo*  gen- 
tlemiA  seemed  to  apprehend. 
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i/lu  WnU^ad  itiqoiredy  whether  il  #ftfc 
intended  to  brihg  forward,  oh  the  present 
evening,  the  vote  of  9.000/.  to  eiftible  tHe 
comroiflsioners  to  fmrcfaane  an  estate  for 
the  family  of  the  late  lord  Nelson  ? 

llf  r.  imttingtm  answered,  that  the  re* 
tfolotion  alluded  to  v^ould  not  be  brought 
ibl'#ard  until  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  WhUbread  said;  it  Was  li^scessdrjr  to 
know  precisely  when  the  vote  wotlld  be 
{>ropD9^d,  since  strong  objections  existed 
ttgaittU  it.  An  estate,  it  appealed,  wbicb 
the  present  lord  Nelson,  and  iev^rat  of 
tb^  cbmmisKioners;  considered  ft  very 
ell^bl^  6ne,  Was  ofi^red  for  a  nttU  wb^eh 
the  original  vote  of  Parliament  -  woald 
have  covered,  and  the  individual  who  bad 
the  disposal  of  that  estate,  conceived  that 
ft  coiTtratct  for  it«  pdrchase  bad  be«fl  en- 
tered into  with  him. 

Mr.  Rose  said,  that  when  the  vote  came 
regtlttfrly  before  the  Hou^e,  he  should  be 
prepared  to  state*,  whsct  he  coiiceived  to 
be  Mtsfactory  grounds  for  ibe  additional 
aid  of  9,0001.  deemed  necessary  for  iht 
pnr^hase  of  a  proper  estate.  He  did  not 
think  he  WM  now  called  on  to  state  the 
reasons  which  imposed  the  necessity  6f 
Applyibgto  Parliament  for  this  grant. 

Mr.  fFfMread,'^Ceri^\n\y  not.  All  I 
wish  for  is,  that  when  the  vote  is  proposed, 
satisfactory  grounds  may  be  stated  ftr  tb^ 
additional  grant. 

The  House  then  resuitfed. 
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Tuesday,  April  25. 

Trbatv^  op  Vibnua— Russian  Loav  in 
Hotl'iifND.]  fiarl  Grof,  adverting  to  the 
allusion  in  the  first  article  of  tbe  Treaty 
of  Vieiftia,  to  certain  sttpulations  which 
bad  been  previotisry  entered  into,  ofy- 
served,  that  unless  their  lordships  were  in 
poBsessioA  of  those  stipxi  Vat  ions,  it  would 
be  impossible  for  them  to  enter  fully  into 
tbe  cojWsideration  of  the  Treaty  itself. 

The  Earl  of  Lhetpo&l  repfied,  that  tbe 
stipulations  alluded  to  formed  part  of 
tRtftte  prior  prroceedfngs  of  tbe  Congre^ 
which  ii^'  due  time  Woiild  be  submilt^  to 
tb^  consideration  of  ParliaMem. 

Earl  Orey  said,  there  was  another  pdirtt 
#lth  respect  to  which  he  was  desirous  of 
havittg  snm^  expltnation;  He  Had  re- 
ceived infbrttiation  of  ab  extraofdihbry  a 
mture,  thvt  YnzA  it  not  comer  from'  g^dj 
flrom  inthkpiitable  authority,  ht  sbould  be 
inclined  to  tbink  that  it  wa)r  not  tru«. 
He  had  been  informed  tb*l  mvBlt  tittite 
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Ago  the  Rasstan  Qovetnttrent  fatfd  nfegd* 
ciat^d  A  load  in  Holland^  to  th<:  amodht  of 
ten  mitlforis;  fbf  which  thii  Rdssian  G<f- 
vernment  alone  wsu  littble.  At  the  Cbtt- 
gress  of  Vicfnntfi  howevef-,  an  IrrangetheHt 
b&d  betsh  made,  a^  he  had  beetr  iritbrmed, 
by  whicb  it  was  agreed  tliat  Russia  sb6uld 
pay  only  one  balf  of  this  sdm«-*lhat  li 
qnarter  of  it  wail  td  be  paid  by  HbllAnd, 
and  tbe  other  quarteir  by  Gretit  Brit^rt. 
Now,  if  (bis  wals  Correct,  tbe  British  Go- 
vernment and  nation  had  been  pledgbd 
to  tbe  payment  6f  a  suiii  of  no  less  than 
two  millions  anid  a  half  without  any  pre- 
vious cbmmutiication  to  Parlfafn^nt,  dr  ahy 
communication  to  Parliament,  bavibg  tfa 
yet  b^en  made  on  the  subject.  This  Was 
a  most  extraordinary  step  in  th^  £)tecutite 
GovernAi^nt,  to  engage  tbb  faitb  df  the 
country  for  at  siim,  tbe  psryib^nt  of  Which 
must  lay  so  heafy  an  addfitional  burthen 
on  tbe  people,  without  afiy  intimation  to 
Parliament  on  the  sutiject  either  before  tft 
after  the  engagement  had  been  entered 
into.  He  wished  the  ndble  lerd  to  expWtfi 
how  this  stbod,  and  to  state  whether  such 
an  engargement  had  been  retilly  ^nt^red 
into  under  the  circtm&tHncetf  Which  bb 
had  Mated. 

The  Earl  of  Lherp6ol  nkid,  be  wa^ 
ready  to  admit,  th^t  a*s  ti6  taxes  codld  b'^ 
raised  in  this  country  without  the  cttHitrtt 
and  aid  of  Parliament,  no  oblig&tidfi^ 
could  be  contrafct^d  of  tbe  nature  to  Which 
tbe  nobl«  earl  hifd  referred,  eifc^pt  8tib- 
ject  to  the  condition^  tSiat  Parli^a'meiYt 
would  adopt  the  obligation,  attd  tnke  Che 
reqdigitft  stepli  for  its  fulfilment.  Fu'rthef^ 
than  that,  he  did  not  feel  hittisetf  justified 
in  giving  any  ex!planatixm  at  this  nfoment; 
but  such  a  stipulation,  li  it  bad  beeh 
entered  into,  must  come  iki  its  regiflsAr 
course  before  P^rKam6nt|  by  which  alone 
the  means  of  payment  could  be  furnisbed. 

Earl  Grey  said,  he  knew  perfectly  thsft 
no  tastes  could  be  raised  in  this  coohtry 
without  the  consent  and  aid  of  Padiamertl, 
and'  that  in  that  seme  every  s0ch  en^ge* 
ment  must  be  subject  to  the  c^nditibn, 
that  Parliament  would  e(M\e  the  fixeeu*- 
tife  to  fulfil  it.  But  ih  tbe  mean  timb 
PafliameAt,  by  the  ^roceedin^  to  which 
b^  had  adverted,  Wats  put  ii^  thil  pi'edici^- 
ment^  that  tb^y  mti^t  eitb^t<  exaV:t  th^ 
nVoney  dnd  impose  the  bunben  en  the 
nation,  of  they  must  Violate  tht6  natiiondl 
faith  pledged  by  tbe  BtfecutiVe  GoVern^- 
ment.  It  was  oti  this  accobnt  tha^t,  btf- 
foi^e  suctk  an  engagement  Was  formed; 
Parlianieiit  ooghr  tor  bittf e  been  cMUblttftf, 

(3  0) 
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and  he  therefoi;e  wished  the  noble^earl  to 
state,  whether  it  was  true  that  such  an 
.engagement  had  been  entered  into  with- 
out any  commMnication  having  before  or 
since  been  made  to  Parliament. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  could  only  repeat 
what  he  had  before  said*  that  no  such 
engagement  could  be  formed,  except  sub- 
ject to  the  .opinion  and  control  of  Parlia- 
ment; and  he  did  not  feel  himself  war- 
ranted in  giving  any  further  explanation 
at  present. 

£arl  Grey  remarked,  that  he  must  con- 
sequently understand  that  the  noble  earl 
did  not  deny  but  that  sdch  an  engage- 
jment  had  been  entered  into  on  the  part  of 
this  country  without  any  intimation  to 
Parliament. 

.The  Earl  of  Damle;y  adverted  to  the 
atatefoent  of  the  noble  earl  (Liverpool),  in 
moving  a  late  Address  to  the  Prince  Re- 
gen  tj  that  Parliament  was  pledged  to 
nothing  by  agreeing  to  that  Address,  but 
to  a  consent  that  the  country  should  be 
.placed  in  a.  state  of  preparation. .  He 
understood,  however,  that  at  the  time  of 
moving  that  Address,  the  noble  earl  bad  in 
his  possession  the  Treaty  concluded  be- 
tween the  Allies  at  Vienna,  pledging 
themselves  to  renew  the  war.  The  noble 
earl  ought  ,to  have  communicated  that 
circumstance  to  the  House  when  he  moved 
the  Address.. 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  in  reply,  stated, 
that  by  the  Address  of  the  7ih  of  April 
Parliament  had  pledged  itself  only  to  a 
concurrence  in  placing  the  country  in  a 
state  of  preparation,  and  nothing  further. 
He  had  no  hesitation  in  avowing  that  on 
the  day  previous  to  the  vote  of  that  Ad- 
dress, his  Majesty's  Government  were  in 
possession  of  the  Treaty.  There  were 
circumstances,  however,  which  rendered 
it  improper  for  his  Majesty's  ministers  to 
mention  it  on  that  occasion.  He  would 
state  one.  He  had  himself,  in  moving  the 
Address  on  the  7th  of  April,  observed  that 
it  was  not  the  policy  of  bis  Majesty's 
Government  to  urge  the  Continental 
Powers  into  any  measures  beyond  their 
own  sense  of  necessity.  .  The  Treaty  ad- 
verted to  by  the  noble  earl  was  signed  at 
Vienna  on  the  25ib  of  March,  at  which 
period,  although  the  present  ruler  of 
France  bad  reached  Paris,  yet  the  Allied 
Powers  were  not  in  possession  of  that  fact, 
or  that  the  King  of  France  had  quitted  it. 
Uodfr  those  circumstances  it  was  not 
considered  just  towards  our  Allies  to  deem 
th«  Trtaty  a  coaclusivt  engagement  on 


their  part,  until  they  became  apprized  of 
the  facts  of  which  they  were  ignorant  at 
the  time  of  their  framing  it. 

The  Earl  of  Danitey  still  thought  their 
lordships  ooght  to  have  been  informed  of 
the  existence  of  this  Treaty,  before  they 
were  called  upon  to  vote  the  Address. 
He  wished  to  know  if  the  Treaty  was  now 
to  be  deemed  conclusive  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  replied,  that  bis 
observations  referred  to  circumstances  at  a 
former  period,  not  at  the  present.  Now  the 
Treaty  was  unquestionably  concluded^ 
and  directions  had  been  given  to  oar 
minister  to  ratify  it,  subject  to  an  expla- 
nation. 

Motion  aESPECTiNc  thb  Trahsfbr  of 
Genoa.''^]  The  Marquis  of  Buckingham 
rose  to  submit  to  their  lordships  bis  mo? 
tion  on  the  subject  of  the  transfer  of  Genoa 
to  the  king  of  Sardinia.  When  be  had 
the  honour  to  call  their  lordships  atteotioa 
to  that  subject  on  a  former  occasion,  he 
was  informed  that  the  time  was  not  yet 
come  for  entering  fully  into  that  questioo, 
or  giving  the.  necessary  explanations  re- 
specting it.  Now,  however,  the  time  had 
arrived — that  time  so  much  longed  for  by 
the  noble  earl  opposite  had  at  last  come  ; 
and  he  now  requested  their  lordships  at- 
tention to  the  result.  He  had  called  for 
information  on  the  subject,  and  ministers 
had  given  him  half  of  what  he  asked.  They 
had  produced  some  papers  relative  to  this 
transfer,  and  such  papers  only  as  they 
themselves  thought  (it  to  produce— and 
what  was  the  result?  The  case  before 
rested  on  such  a  statement  as  he  had  been 
enabled  to  make  from  other  sources  of 
information,  and  on  such  arguments  as  he 
had  been  enabled  to  adduce.  It  now  rested 
on  the  papers  produced  by  the  Executive 
Government  themselves;  and  the  result 
was,  that  every  statement  he  bad  made 
had  been  confirmed — that  every  argument 
which  he  had  used  was  fully  supported* 
and  the  whole  case  completely  established. 
Foul  and  disgraceful  to  the  nation  as  he 
had  stated  this  proceeding  to  be,  it  sunk 
almost  to  nothing  when  compared  with 
the  foul  and  disgraceful  proceeding  which 
appeared  in  these  papers.  When  we  sum- 
moned the  nations  to  rise  and  oppose  the 
violation  of  treaties  and  broken  faith,  we 
ought  to  be  sure  that  we  ourselves  had 

*  For  copies  of  the  Papers  relating  to 
Genoa,  referred  to  in  tb^  course  of  this 
debatCf  s«e  p.  387* 
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not  supported  a  Tiolation  of  faith  and  pro- 
ibises  solemnly  pledged  to  the  Genoese. 
Ministers  bad  in  these  papers  made  ont  a 
case  against  themsejfes*     The  national 
fsitb  had  been  solemnly  pledged  to  the 
Genoese   that  their    former  government 
should  be  restored,  and  that  pledge  had 
been  violated.     The  Genoese  had   been 
transferred  to  the  kingof  Sardinia^  and  the 
▼tolation  wascompkte :  but  still  this  coun- 
try might  do  itself  the  justice  to  refuse  its 
approbation  to  the  conduct  of  the  £xe- 
cutiye.     This  was  a  most  important  point, 
with  a  view  to  the  war  which  appeared  to 
be  about  to  commence.     Uncertain  and 
contradictory  orders  and  instructions,  va- 
cillating counsels,  violated  faith,  and  broken 
promises,  marked  the  conduct  of  ministers 
throughout  the  great  crisis   which    had 
lately  taken  place.    It  appeared  that  in 
1811  a  noble  friend  of  his  (marquis  Wel- 
lesley),  whom  at  that  moment  he  did  not 
see  in  his  pidce,  had  recommended  the 
policy  i>f  attempting  to  rouse  the  people 
of  Italy  to  shake  off  the  French  yoke,  by 
promismg  them  independence  and  resto- 
ration to  their  ancient  governments.    That 
noble  marquis  had  also  sketched  out  the 
plan  of  co-operation,  which   had    since 
proved    tb^   salvation    of    Europe,    and 
atrongly  recommended  its  adoption ;  and 
ministers  could  hardly  have  been  aware  of 
the  inference  that  might  be  drawn  from 
that    document,    otherwise    they   sorely 
would  not  have  produced  it :  but  it  showed 
clearly,  that  the  object,  even  at  that  time, 
was  to  endeavour  to  gain  the  co-operation 
of  the  Italian  states  against  the  common 
enemy,  by  a  promise  of  independence  and 
a  restoration  to  their  ancient  governments. 
At  a  subsequent  period,  his  noble  friend 
opposite  (earl  Bathorst)   had  sent  out  a 
dispatch  to  lord  William  Bentinck,  then 
commanding  our  forces  in  Italy,  instruct- 
ing him  not  to  transfer  Genoa  to  the  king 
of  Sardinia  without  the  entire  and  direct 
concurrence  of  the  Genoese  people.  These 
instructions  appeared  to  have  been  with- 
held   by  lord  Castlereagh,   who  himself 
acted  as  the  Executive  Government ;    at 
least  he  talked  of  having  withheld  some 
dispatch,  which  he  supposed  to  be  this. 
["Lord  Bathurst  said,  that  was  not  the  dis- 
patch which  was  withheld.]  It  was  imma- 
terial to  the  argument  whether  it  was  or 
not :  but  such  were  the  instructions  given 
by  hia  noble  friend ;  and  upon  the  faith  of 
abese  instructions,  Genoa  had  been  en- 
tered^  and  a  proclamation  had  been  issued, 
by  which,  u  ho  contended,  the  faith  of 


the  British  Government  was  pledged  ^o 
the  restoration  of  their  ancient  government 
to  the  Genoese.     Had  they  consented  to 
the  tranfer  of  their  state  to  the  king  of 
Sardinia  ?    Had  they  not,  on  the  contrary, 
expressed  the  utmost  objection  to  it?    His 
noble  friend  opposite  had  instructed  lord 
William  Bentinck  to  attend  to  the  wishes 
of  the  people  respecting  their  government. 
**  Don't  mind  the  withes  of  the  people ;" 
said  lord  Castlereagh,  "  make  no  arrange- 
ments without   consulting    the    Austrian 
commander;''  and  thus  the  people  oFGenoa 
were  transferred  to  a  power  to  which'  they 
had  long  been  opposed  by  every  feeling 
which  coold   animate  one  nation  against 
another.    The  promises  of  independence 
and  restoration  to  their  ancient  govern- 
ment had  been  liberaUy  made,  when  it 
was  problematical  whether  we  should  ever 
be  called  upon  to  make  good  these  pro- 
mises :  but  when  the  moment  for  the^r  ful- 
filment seemed  fast  approaching,  then  we 
began  to  draw  back,  and  to  shrink  from 
the  performance.     At  the  treaty  of  Chau- 
mont  the  object  of  the  Allies  was  declared 
to  be  the  independence  of  nations,  and 
their  restoration  to  their  ancient  govern- ' 
menis.     The  Genoese  and  lurd  William 
Bentinck  had  heard  oC  this,  and  reckoned 
upon  it.     His  lordnhip  had  issued  his  pro- 
clamation upon  these  principles^  and  the 
Genoese  had  assisted  him  in  taking  pos* 
session  of  their  city  upon  the  faith  of  the 
principle*  contained  in  that  Treaty.    It  was 
clear  it  was  no  conquest,  but  a  voluntary 
admission  of  our  troops,  upon  the  under- 
standing that   the    British    nation  stood 
pledged  to  restore  them  their  ancient  furm 
of  government.     Lord  William  Bentinck 
had  been  so  instructed,  and  be  was  sure 
ministers  could  not  deny  that  soch  had 
been  his  instructions.     But  lord  Castle- 
reagh had   at    last  discovered   that   the 
proclamation  related    only  to   a   provi- 
sional  government  for  'Genoa,  and   the 
discovery  was  made  in  this  way  :  the  duke 
of  Campo-Chiaro,  Murat's  minister,  had 
noticed  this  proclamation,  and  finding  the 
principle  of  the  restoration  of  the  ancient 
governments  there  stated,  be  applied  to 
lord  Caatlereagh,  who  had  guaranteed  Na- 
ples to  his  master.     This  proclamation 
proceeds  on  the  principle  of  restoring  their 
ancient  governments  to  the  states  of  Italy, 
and  in  that  way  Naples  would  be  restored 
to  the  old  family,  and  in  that  case  what 
becomes  of  your  guarantee  f  Lord  Castle- 
reagh upon  this  sent  to  lord  William  Ben- 
tinckf  auting  that  there  were  some  things 
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in  his  prpclproation  ^hicb  might  be  l^ble 
tp  fi^Ucqnstrqction, — ^b^t  Dotting  ought 
to  be  done  which  should   precIuc|Q  the 
^^ect  or  t)ie  arrangepieiits  which  it  ipigbt 
be  thought  proper  (o  r^ake  ^t  the  Con- 
grevs, — ths^t    a    provisional    governmeqt 
merely  ought  to  pe  formed,  s\nd  the  peo- 
ple to  be  K^pt  quiet  in  the  m^an  time. 
Lord  William  Bentinc|c,  who  felt  like  a 
British  soldier,  informed  lord  Castljprei^gh 
that  ti^e  people  were  unanimous  in  pre- 
fjRrring  t(ieir  ancient  government.     What 
^quld  have  been  the  reply  of  an  honest 
man^— he  meant  of  an  honest  ftatesmao, 
for  be  was  to  be  understood  alway^as  only 
spes^kingpf  lord  C^stleroagh  in  his  public 
capacity, — \vha(  would  have  been  the  re- 
ply of  an  honest  statesman?    That  the 
people  must  have  their  ancient  govern- 
mept,  according  to  their  wishes,  and  the 
j^rospect   held    put  to.  theqi.      Bu(  lord 
Castlerf  agh,  who,  while  he  hacf  goarantee(t 
I^aplef  to  Murat,  appeared  to  have  been 
engs^ged  in  the  ^esi^n  of  restoring  the  old 
family,  pro,ce,eded  in  \  different  way.  T^e 
Genoese  yrere  tQ  await  the  arrangements  of 
t|^e  Congress,  aod  w?re  at  last,  in  direct 
opposition  to  theii^  vyishes  and  their  p^o- 
tf St,  transferred   to  the  king  of  Sardinia. 
It  could  r^ot  surely  b.e> pretended,  tbat  the 
pjpvisional    government,    established   by 
lore)  \Villiam,  Bentinck,  was  appointed  for 
the    purpose   of  ^   temporary    adminis- 
tcalion,  till  the  determination  of  the  Con- 
gress vvas  known.    A  proi[^isional  govern- 
iX&ept  ^as  a{)poipted,  but,  certainly,  with 
nq  sucb  views  z^%  ^hat.    He  requested  their 
lordships'  particular  attention  to  the  procla- 
lyation  itself*    Their  lordships  would  there 
hnd,  beyoqd  all  possibility  of  doubt,  that 
tbe  provisional  government  was  framed, 
not  with  a  vif  w  to  any  arrangements  at 
the  Congress,  b,ut  merely  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  for  ^he  administration  of  the 
aO^irs  of  the  state  till  the  proper  steps 
could  be  taken  (or  the  restoration  o(  the 
old  form  of  government.     This  was  un- 
doubtedly the  object  apd  meaning  of  all 
tb^  parties  at  the  time;  and  it  was,  as  he 
cpQceivedj  impoj^ible  to  found  an  argu- 
n^^nt  upon  that  ground  in  favour  of  the 
co^u,ct  of  the  British  Government    The 
n/4tioDal  faith,  therefor^,  in  this  transfer, 
bs^d  been  sban^efuUy  violated.     The  con- 
duct of  Great  Britain  in  regard  to  Spaiu^ 
P^rtQgat  Holland,  and  Sicilvj  bad  been 
held  out  to  the  people  of  Its^ly,  as  eii;^m,- 
p.les  of  the  integrity  and  good  fi^iih  of  th^a 
British  Guverni^pnt:   but  what  waa  the 
proc^Q^iog.  ^ith  respisct  to  tby^Aa  coun- 


tries?  Spain  had  been  liberated  and  re- 
stored to  its  ancient  government;    Por- 
tpgal  h?^(i  alsp  been  liberated,  and  still  re- 
tained its  aqcient  governniept,   and  .the 
s^o^e  vrat  the  case  with  Sipily.    tlpUaod 
had  been  liberated,  fine)  its  f^IncipptgovefQ* 
ment  restored.     The  people  mutt   have 
conceived  that  tbeif  ancient  governqient 
was  to  be  restored  tp  them ;  s^q^  y^t  the 
result  ivas,  that  in  spite  of  promises  ^nd 
engageipepts  direct  anc)  iqipU^d,  Genof^ 
was  transferred  to  the  king  qf  Sardinia. 
Aqd  even  with  Respect  to  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia himself,  how  was  the  proqu^f^  of 
restoring  the    ancient  goveri^ments    and 
states  pfreserved  ?    The  kiqg  of  Sardinia 
was  deprived  of  part  pf  his  dominiona* 
and  that  part  was,  by  the  Treaty  of  Pari^ 
given  to  Frai^fe.    It  was  the  most  vul- 
nerable part,  too ;  opening  to  the  Frencb 
a   pass^gfi  intp  Italy,  ^itbput  strikiqg  ^ 
blow.    It  was  then  n^cessi^fy  tq  cast  abou^ 
for  an  indemnity,  to  th^  king  of  ^rdini^, 
and  thus  Genoa  ^^  delivered .  op  to  tuqfu 
Apd  here  h^  t^V^«  opce  for  all,  prot^ 
a^ain^t  the  plan  of  a  Secretary  qi  StaVa 
goipg  abroafi*  and  taking  ppon  himself  the 
whole  escecutive  goyerunie^t,  ^bich  ojigbt 
to   reside   in  the  Sovereign  alone.     ^^^ 
noble  marquis  then  examined  the  spifit  ia 
which  the  British  Government  had  atCte4 
as  to  the  Genoese.     The  general  if  as  ta 
give  them  their  old  constitution  if  they 
resisted  ;v  and  they  did  so,  and  hje  then 
gave  them  over  to  the  king  of  Sar^i^ia. 
Then  came  lord  Castlereagh'a  cold  and 
conteniiptuous  note,  talking  of  the  Pripc^ 
Regent's  generosity,    and    in   the   sam^ 
breath  sealing  the  fate  af  tha^  ill-use4 
people*.    Then  the^  were  told  to  apply  ta 
Congress,    and  at    Congress   they,  were 
handed  over  to  three  commissbnersi  of 
whom  the  French  one,  M.  d^  Noailles#  de- 
clined having  any  thing  to  do  with  the 
matter,  unless  England  gave  up  hec  treaj^jf 
with  Murat.     And  this  was  onr  policy, 
and  this  the  way  Europe  was  to  be  recon- 
ciled !   The  noble  marquis  here  applied 
to  older  and  wiser  men  amopg  their  lord- 
ships than  himself  whether  it  was  constv* 
totional  in  any  man  to  make  himself,  as 
lord  Castlereagh   had    done,  ^  walking 
depositary  of  royal  authority  ?    The  con- 
stitution did  not,  he  was  convinced,  auiho- 
rize  at^y  individual  to  go  ou(  ojt  the  cpno^- 
try,  taking  with  him  the  power  of  the 
Crown,  and  subsi^quently  issuing  iosirac- 
tion^  directly  cqntrary  in  their  spirit  to 
those  T^hich  originally  emanated  fron^  the 
Gov^imeat  to  i|.biQh  be  belopged.    ii^ 
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denied  alio  the  right  of  ihe  great  Powevs 
of  fiuropt  to  conttitQte  itieiniclvea  into  a 
tribooal*— to  luoqiqn  t^efore  tbem  the  Sq« 
yepeigBf  of  ii^df  pf  odeni  states  not  con- 
quered by  tbeir  arms— tojqflict  penaliies 
upon  tbo%»  Sovereigns,  and  ultimately  to 
abare  among  tbcmieWes  the  advantages 
thus  obtained.  It  was,  he  said,  a  tame 
and  cold*blooded  insult  on  the  part  of  lord 
Castlereagb,  and  onwortby  of  an  honest 
atatesnan ;  it  was  a  gross  instance  of  poli- 
tical  byppcrisy^-to  tell  the  Genoese  how 
bappy  he  was  to  be  the  instrument  of  car- 
rying into  effect  tbe  Prince  Regent's  wish 
to  watch  over  their  interests^  at  the  very 
npoient  thai  he  was  consenting  to  the  de- 
struction of  tbeir  independence,  lo  vain 
did  tbe  people  of  Genoa  protest  to  tbe  last 
Mainit  their  annesmtion  to  Sardinia-  The 
dongrcss  woyld  not  even  insert  tbe  Ge* 
noeso  protest  in  tbvir  protocol.  He  called 
on.  their  lordihipa  to  wipe  off  the  stain 
which  thf  character  of  the  country  bad 
received  in  this  transaction*  Whatever 
might  be  the  reiolt  of  the  dreadfuf  eontest 
in  which  we  named  about  to  he  engaged, 
bf  was  ^oltcitoua  that  at  least  we  should 
not  be  depressed  by  the  weight  ojf  our 
own  delinquency.  The  noble  marquis 
coocladed  by  moving  tbe  following  tteio- 
lotions : 

I  •  "  That  it  appaars  to  this  Home  that  the 
earl  Batburst.  one  of  bis  Majesty^  pria- 
cipal  secretariea  of  state,  in  consequence 
of  information  which  had  bea a  received 
by  the  British  Government  respecting  the 
disposition  of  iKe  inhabitants  of  Genoa  and 
Piedmoot,  did,  by  a  letter  dated  tbe  28ih 
December,  1H13,  .initract  Ueot-general 
lord  William  Beotinck,  '  if  any  circ«wa- 
'  stances  shouM  occur  to  ettcoocaga  tbe 
'  inhabitants  to  rise  against  the  government 
'  qf  France,  to  lose  no  time  in  giving  every 
'  possible  assistance ;  and  further,  pro- 
'  vid^d  it  wero  dearly  with  their  entire 
'  concurrence,  to  take  possession  of  Genoa 
« in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  bis 
'  Saidioian  Majesty.' 

2.  "  That  it  farther  appears  to  this 
Howe  that  lieoienant-generaJ  lord  William 
Bentinck,  acting  under  the  aforesaid  in* 
structiona,  did,  some  time  previous  lo  the 
1 4th  March,  18H,  disembark  at  Le^oin 
with  the  British  forces  under  his  com- 
mandt  and  did  oa  thai  day  isaaa  a  pao- 
clanuuioo  caUing  on  tba  lulinna '  to  aiiv* 
*  dicate  theii:  own  righu  and  to  be  free,' 
and  conclttding  with  these  words,  *  Oril^ 
'  caJI,  and  we  will  baslaa  la  yoor  relief 
'  V»<LthaBi  luly,  by  ov  iuulade%li»  siU 


^  become  what  she  was  in  hf  r  moal  pro^f 

<  sperous  periods,  and  whatSpftifi  now  \%^ 

3.  '*  That  it  further  appears  that,  pre- 
vious to  theddth  April,  1811',  the  inhabit 
tftnts  of  Genoa  having  been  iovil^d « to 
vindicate  their  rights,'  as  aforesaid,  and« 
in  cofiaequence  of  such  invita^on,  having 
materially  contributed  to  oblige  tbe  French 
garrison  to  surrender  that  city,  lord  WiU 
liam  Bentinck  entered  Genoa,  and  issued  on 
the  said  26(h  April,  1814,  a  proclamation 
of  tbe  following  tenor  :  *  Connidering  that 
« tbe  general  deiire  of  tbe  Genoese  nation 
'  seems  to  bo  to  return  to  that  ancient  form 
'  of  Government  under  which  it  eojojfed 
'  liberty,  prosperity,  and  itidependenoOt 
'  and  considering  likewiie  that  this  desire 

<  seems  to  be  cov^rmabla  to  tha  prinoi* 
'  pies  recognised  by  the  High  Allied 
'  Powers,  of  restoring  to  all  tb«ir  ancient 
'  rights  and  privileges,  I  declare, 

'  ist.  That  tbe  constitution  of  ibe 
'  Genoese  a^tos«   such  as  it  t^aiisted  in 

<  1791,  with  snob  naodiicatiena  as  the 
'  general  wish,  the  public  good*  aod  tko 
'  spiiit  of  the  original  constitution  of  1570^ 
'  seem  to  require,  is  re«establiahed. 

<  3rd,  That  a  Provisional  Goveinm^t^ 
'  consisting  of  thirteen  individuals,  and 

<  formed  into  two  colleges,  aa  h«retoloee» 
■ '  shall  immediately    be  apfwinted,    aod 

<  shall  eootinuo  in  office  uniil  ibe  1st  of 
« January  18t5,  when  the  two  CoUegee 
■  ab^l  be  filkd  up  in  the  unmbep  reqiMeed 

<  by  the  eonatituiion. 

«  6tb,  That  the  two  colleges  shall  ptfo* 
'  pose  to  the  lesser  and  greates  coonaila  all 
« the  meaaurea  whieb  they  akall  JMdgo  ne« 

*  cessary  for  the  entire  re«estabtisbmeni  of 

*  the  ancieoi  fi»rm  of  goveroaaenL' 

4.  «'  That  in  a  loiter  to  lord  Caatbrei^ 
onoof  hia  Mafcety's  principal  aecratniftaa 
of  state,  enclosing  the  aforesaid  paoclaqua* 
tion,  and  inAwmiiig  him  of  the.  meaaunaa 
which  bad  been  taken  in   conseqnenco 

*  of  the  unanimous  desire  expressed  by  tbe 

<  Genoese  to  return  to  tbeir  ancieat  state/ 
lord  William  Bentinck  did,  amoogat  oibov 
things,  repveseot  that  <  the  Genoeao  univ 

*  vecmlly  desired  tbe  restoration  of  tbeir 

*  ancient  republic,'  and  that  they  *  dieaded 

*  above  all  other  araangementa  tboie  ipai 
'  nezation  to  Piedmont,  to  ibe  iobabuanta 

*  of  which  there  bad  alavays  beea  a  peco* 
't  liar  aversion.' 

5.  *•  That  ii  doea  not  appoav  ibaa  ao^ 
aubseqoeot  dispaleb  or  instniction  itooi 
lord  Caatleaaagb,  ov  any  other  of  hia  Ma« 
jeaty^s  nuniaters>  did  ooniey  lo  lord  WiU 
liaot  Btaliaak  the.  opiaioA  of  tholiittib 
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GoTernmenty  that  he  had  exceeded  hii 
powers  in  issuing  the  said  proclamation  of 
the  26th  April  1814,  or  in  the  proceedings 
conseqaent  thereon ;  and  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  the  said  proclaoiation  never  hiis  been 
disavowed  in  any  public  act  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government,  or  by  any  letter,  dis- 
patch|  or  instruction  to  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck,  or  by  any  declaration  to  the  Genoese 
people. 

6.  *'  That  it  appears  that  on  the  1 1th  of 
May  a  forcible  representation  was  made 
to  lord  Castiereagh  by  M.  Pareto,  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extra- 
ordinary of  the  Government  of  Genoa,  of 
the  continued  desire  of  the  Genoese  to 
return  to  their  ancient  government,  of 
^  their  invincible  repugnance  to  a  foreign 
'  domination,'  ^f  their  confident  reliance 
on  the  assurances  given  them  '  by  the 
'  commander  of  the  British  forces,  the 
'  depositary  of  the  intentions  of  the  British 
'  Government,'  and  of  their  just  expecta- 
tions that  '  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
'  Regent,  sanctioning  what  had  been  done 
'  in  his  name  by  lord  William  Bentinck, 

*  would  employ  his  good  oflBces  with  the 
'  Allied  Powers  to  induce  them  to  acknow- 
'  ledge  ihe  re-establishment  of  the  repub- 
'  lie  of  Genoa,  and  of  the  integrity  and 
'  contiguity  of  its  territory.' 

7. ''  That  similar  representations  of  the 
wishes  and  hopes  of  the  Genoese,  together 
with  further  representations  of  the  injury 
which  would  be  done  to  them  by  the 
transfer  of  their  territory  to  a  foreign 
dominion,  not  only  as  it  would  affect  their 
rights  and  liberties,  but  their  commercial 
interests,  and  the  internal  prosperity  of 
their  country,  were  repeatedly  and  at 
various  tiroes  submitted  to  his  Majesty's 
Government,  and  more  particularly  in  a 
Paper  of  Observations  communicated  by 
M.  Pareto  on  the  18th  of  May,  and  in  a 
Protest  against  '  any  resolutions  that 
'  might  be  taken  contrary  to  the  rights 

*  and  independence  of  Genoa,'  laid  before 
their  excellencies  the  ambassadors  and 
ministers  assembled  at  the  Congress  at 
Vienna  on  the  lOtb  December  1814,  by 
the  marquis  de  Brignoli,  the  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary and  envoy  extraordinary  of 
that  government. 

8.  •'  That,  notwithstanding  these  re- 
peated claims  and  remonatrances,  and  in 
▼tolation  of  the  solemn  engagements  con- 
tracted by  lord  WilliaiA  Bentinck  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Govemment  with  the 
Genoeae  people^  it  mppeara  that  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh^  in  a  letter  dated  tke  17th  De- 


cember,   1814,    in    which   was   enclosed 

*  the  final  decision  of  the  Powers  who 
'  signed  the  Treaty' at  Paris,  annexing  the 
'  Slate  of  Genoa,  under  certain  cunditions, 
'  to  the  crown  of  Sardinia,'  did  instruct 
lieot. -general  John  Dairy mple,  then  com- 
manding the  British  forces  in  Genoa,  «  to 
'  take  the  necessary  measures  in  concert 
'  whh  the  existing  Provisional  Governmt'nt, 
'  to  deliver  over  the  same,  in  coiiforniity 
'  with  the  decision  above  mentioned,  to 
'  the  King  of  Sardinia,  or  to  such  pe'rsons 
'  as  his  Sardinian  Majesty  may  appoint  to 

*  take  charge  thereof,  continuing  himself 
'  to  act  with  the  troops  under  his  command 
'  as  an  auxiliary  corps  at  the  disposal  of 

*  his  Sardinian  Majesty,  until  he  received 

*  further  orders.' 

9*  "  That  it  appears,  that,  in  conformity 
to  the  foregoing  instructions,  the  govern- 
ment of  Genoa  was  delivered  over  accor^i- 
ingly  by  sir  John  Dalryinple  to  the  offi« 
cers  appointed  to  take  charge  thereof  by 
his  Sardinian  Majesty,  and  that  the  sob- 
mission  of  the  Genoese  to  this  transfer  of 
their  government  and  territory  to  a  forergn 
power  was  secured  and  enforced,  andf  ia 
still  maintained  by  the  continued  occu- 
pation of  that  city  by  a  British  force. 

10.  "  That  the  conduct  of  his  MajeMy's 
Government,  in  thus  availing  itself  of  the 
occupation  of  the  Genoese  territory  by  a 
British  force,  which  they  owed,  in  a  con- 
siderable degree,  to  the  amicable  disposi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants,  in  order  to  miike  a 
compulsory  transfer  of  the  possession  and 
sovereignty  thereof  to  a  Foreign  Power, 
was  not  only  a  violation  of  the  promises 
held  put  in  lord  William  Bentinck's  de- 
claration of  the  144h  March,  and  of  the 
implied  engagement  by  which  the  British 
troops  were  received  by  the  Genoese 
nation,  but  also  a  manifest  breach  of  the 
public  faith,  expressly  pledged  to  that 
republic  by  his  Majesty's  general,  suffi- 
ciently authorized  to  that  eflect,  and  never 
disavowed  by  his  Majesty's  Government ; 
and  that  this  measure  was  also  wholly 
repugnant  to  those  general  principles  of 
p6licy  and  justice,  which  it  was  equally 
the  interest  and  the  duty  of  this  coontry 
to  uphold  in  all  the  discussions  respecting 
a  final  settlement  of  the  affairs  of  Europe." 

The  first  Resolution  being  put. 

Earl  Bathursi  observed,  that  there  had 
been  so  little  reluctance  to  meet  this  mo- 
tion, that  every  paper  was  given  at  once ; 
bat  that  he  was  so  strongly  aware  of  the 
impropriety  of  discussing  thisse  matters 
in  their  present  ttatej  thai  he  ahoiild  only 
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go  into  a  short  detail,  which,  hovrever, 
would  be  quite  nuflicient  to  clear  away  the 
charge  oi  ill  faiih  brought  against  this 
country.  The  first  fact  which  be  should 
atatei  related  to  the  promises  supposed  to 
be  held  out  to  the  Genoese.  Si}  far  back 
a^i  18()i),  there  had  bet'n  in  Italy  parties 
who  were  anxious  to  get  rid  uf  the  French. 
They  had  made  proposals  to  Austria, 
which  were  declined,  from  the  improba- 
bility of  their  being  able  to  effect  them, 
and  subsequent  events  appeared  to  justify 
that  conclusion  ;  bat  nothing  could  be 
more  unsettled  than  the  sentiments  of 
those  parties  on  the  government  they  were 
to  re-establish.  Some  were  for  a  great 
republic,  some  foi^  federative  governments, 
aome,  and  probably  the  majority,  for  a 
king  and  free  constitution.  The  extent  of 
the  new  kingdom  to  the  South,  was  also 
matter  of  division.  From  this  want  of 
consent  it  happened,  that  when  the  fairest 
prospect  of  success  was  opeiled,  the  North 
of  Italy  never  stirred.  The  instructions 
of  the  28th  of  December,  1813,  which 
were  quoted  as  encouraging  the  Italians 
to  insurrection,  did  no  such  thing.  They 
merely  saiid — Rise,  and  we,  on  receiving 
information  of  it,  will  assist  you.  This  was 
what  we  said  to  Spain  and  Holland.  Rise 
first,  show  that  you  have  the  spirit  and  the 
means ;  we  will  then  help  you,  though 
we  will  not  hurry  you  into  an  unprepared 
conflict.  Those  instructions  did  not,  how- 
ever, reach  lord  W.  Bentin«  k  till  after  the 
2d  of  February,  1814,  previously  to  which 
ho  bad  sent  a  confidential  person  on  the 
invitation  of  marshal  Bellegarde  to  the 
Austrian  camp,  to  concert  his  further 
movements.  Itiily  was  then  before  them, 
completely  under  the  dom^inalion  of  the 
enemy.  Marshal  Bellegarde  gave  the 
British  general  his  alternative  of  an  attack 
on  Genoa  or  Leghorn.  The  advantage  of 
the  former  was,  that  the  ciiy  was  then  ill 
garrisoned  ;  that  of  the  latter,  the  securing 
a  retreat  in  case  of  disaster.  I^rd  Wil< 
liapn  Bentiock  took  pos^e^sion  of  Lieghorn. 
By  this  time  the  garrison  of  Genoa  was 
made  up  from  two  to  four  or  five  thousand 
men.  The  place  was  regularly  attacked 
like  any  other  fortress  the  strong  works 
round  it  taken,  and  the  bombardment 
prepared.  The  Genoese  had  never  moved. 
Now,  however,  they  did  so;  for  a  depu- 
tation of  the  citizens  with  some  French 
officers,  came  out  from  the  city  begging 
an  armistice,  both  to  prevent  the  bom- 
bardment, and  for  the  sake  of  the  delay, 
as,  from  ibe  efcnuof  the  tirne^  peace  might 


{  be  expected  in  a  few  days.  And  this  waii 
the  movementof  the  Genoese.  [Hear,  hear! 
from  the  Ministerial  bench. 3  Ves,  what 
was  the  movement  at  last?  Why,  it  was 
simply  to  leave  the  town  within  an  armis- 
tice which  might  have  and  was  expected 
to  have  placed  it  within  a  peace,  and 
secured  it  to  France,  in  the  very  probable 
case  that  the  possensions  of  the  belligerents 
should  be  left  as  they  were  at  the  end  of 
hostilities.  What  did  the  Genoese  do  to 
expel  the  French  ? — nothing.  Lord  Wil- 
liam Bentinck  called  his  taking  the  city  a 
conquest.  There  could  be  no  more 
honourable  mean,  and  be  could  not  have 
so  called  it  if  it  was  not  strictly  so.  Un« 
doubted ly  the  people  did  not  ^ght  for  the 
French;  undoubtedly  they  were  hostile, 
but  they  did  nothing  for  the  Allies,  They 
might,  of  course,  have  rendered  the  con- 
quest more  difficult  by  their  opposition. 
So  might  the<  people  of  Martinique  ;  but 
they  were  not  therefore  the  deliverera 
over  of  their  island,  nor  entitled  to  obtain 
any  new  rights  upon  that  ground.  But  as 
to  the  offer  of  freedom,  the  noble  marqaia 
said  the  proclamation  offered  regenera- 
tion: it  was  not  easy  to  know  what  be 
might  mean  by  regeneration,  but  it  waa 
not  a  common  .word  for  a  return  to  an  old 
government.  But  it  was  so  perfectly 
known  that  a  British  officer  could  make 
no  permanent  political  arrangeinent  with- 
out a  direct  instruction,  that  there  was  no 
people  in  Europe  who  could  be  doped  by 
the  idea.  The  British  general  had  no 
such  instruction.  The  original  instruc- 
tions contemplated  a  case  of  insurrectioo, 
which  did  not  exist;  and  even  then  bit 
instructions  only   went    to    giving   over 

'  Genoa  to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  in  case  the 
Genoese  were  not  adverse  to  it.  The  case 
not  existing,  the  instructions  had  no  force^ 
but  in  the  mean  time  came  lord  Castle- 
reagh's  instructions,  which  positively  di- 
rected that  no  definitive  arrangement 
should  be  entered  into,  but  for  Tuscany, 
and  the  king  of  Sardinia's  territory.  Those 
were  the  only  states  to  be  restored  totbeir 
old  governments.  The  plain  proof  that 
restoration  was  not  understood,  was  that 
the  marquis  Campo-Chiaro  conceived  that 
it  was  intended  to  render  Italy  indepen- 
dent. A  proof,  too,  that  lord  Castlereagh'a 
letter  was  considered  to  be  the  direction, 
was  in  lord  William  Bentinck's  returning 
his  answer  to  lord  Castlereagh,  and  not 
to  him  (lord  Bathorst).  He  contended, 
first,  that  this  arrangement  waa  not  con- 
sidered as  final  by  the  people  of  Genoa, 
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whD  prayed  a  cdiffirniatiott  tf  it  from  lord 
Cafltkreagh.  He  cited  a  letter  from  M. 
ParetOi  from  which  it  appeared  that  he 
Miiderstood  ft  fTas  not  the  intentioii  of  the 
British  Government  to  re-establish  the 
republic ;  and  lord  Casttereagh,  in  bis 
itistroctiods  to  lord  William  Bentinck« 
expressly  desired  him,  if  it  had  been  un- 
derstood by  any  of  the  Genoese  that  the 
proclamation  pledged  our  Government  to 
the  re-establishment  of  the  republic,  that 
he  should  explain  our  real  intentions  to 
Ihem :  he  desired  that  it  might  not  be  con- 
aidered  as  prejudging  any  future  system ; 
«nd  requested  lord  William  to  conciliate 
cheit),  and  to  avoid  alluding  to*  the  ancient 
Ibvm  of  their  government  in  terms  which 
■tight  excite  their  disappointment,  should 
the  future  arrangement  be  different  from 
that  fortev.  It  therefore  became  his  duty 
'%6  explain  the  case  (o  the  Genoi^se,  which 
lAftti  -thus  itot  to  be  considered  as  pre- 
judged :  and  it  would  be  injustice  to  him 
ilol  t^  suppose  that  the  moment  he  re«, 
#«it#d  this  dispatch,  he  explained  what 
hMl  thus  been  the  subject  of  misconstruc- 
tion. The  length  of  time  Which  had 
efapsed  between  the  establishing  of  the 
I^VdirrsicMal  government,  and  the  deelara- 
tton  of  it^  permmient  destiiiationi  had  beeft 
itWfi  upon  on  the  other  Me ;  and  it  had 
lf€ftfn  aifgued  that  a  reasonable  expectation 
thilt  thf!  provisional  government  would  be- 
ei^tite  permanent  hwt  grown  out  of  that 
length  of  tirlie,  or  indeed  had  made  it  so: 
}m>  ill  answer  to  this,  he  recurred  to  the 
denetarsffions  of  the  Genoese  themselves, 
Ifefal  they  did  not  consider  it  as  permanent; 
•Hd  to  the  nveettng^  of  Congress  they  sent 
A  representative,  not  merely  with  a  view 
of  remoirstraimg  against  th*eir  being  an- 
tfieted  to  Piedmont,  but  to  know  on  What 
e0ii&ii\ati  they'  Were  to  be  so  annexed. 
Tbia  Would  indeed  be  an  extraordinary 
pi^po^ition,  if  they  had  thought  their 
^epc^ic  was  perm-anently  re-established. 
They  subotfttted  the\tprqfei  to  three  minis- 
ters^ the  particolart  of  which  did  not 
appear,  except  one,  in  which  they  pro* 
f!M6(\  the  tide  wtiich  the  king  of  Sardinia 
Way  to  take,  opon  the  annexation  of  Genoa 
Id  Ms  dominions;  and  th^  had  even 
gOn«  tto  far  aft  fo  propose  that  he  should 
be  called  *  king  of  Liguria.'  Upon  the 
whole,  he  thought  thet'e  nevef  wbs  a  charge 
Dftore  confidently  urged,  or  more  weakiy 
lupported,  than  the  pref^ent  one,  which  en* 
tfeavoored  to  throw  on  the  Government 
of  ttris  country  the  icspatation  of  ^iolatii^g 
Mke  BtiioMl  fattb. 


Earl  Stai^cpe  said,  that  the  nilble  earl» 
in  hit  anxiety  to  juatify  himself  and  bH 
eolleaguesy  had  misrepftisented  (uninten-' 
tionally  no  doubt)  the  fac|s  contained  ta 
the  instructions  to  lord  William  Beotiock. 
The  sentence  in  those  inttroctioda  WaS| 
that  if  circumstances  should  octur  td  en* 
courage  a  rising  of  the  inhabitants,  they 
werfc  t<l  be  employed  by  that  Commander : 
they  did  so  ^ccur,  and  lord  WHIhwo, 
therefore,  in  encouraging  themiOnly  acted 
according  to  his  instructions. 

Lord  Botingdan  thought  that  the  qoea* 
tfOn  respecting  Genoa  cookl  not  be  ade« 
quately  gone  into  without  a  full  know* 
ledge  of  all  the  proceedings  of  Congress; 
but,  at  the  same  time,  he  approved  of  tfae 
principle  of  consolidating  the  different 
states  on  the  frontiers  of  France,  t6  pre« 
vent  a  recurrence  of  those  evils  from 
which  Europe  had  so  recently  been  de- 
livered. He  vindicated  msnistert,  deified 
that  they  had  committed  any  breach  of 
good  faith  towards  the  Genoese,  stnd 
hoped  that  none  of  his  noble  friends  for 
their  personal  justification  would  be  iii<- 
doced  to  give  any  premature  informtftioii 
on  the  subject* 

The  Marquis  of  Lamdaume  said*  that 
after  an  attentive  perusal  of  the  documents 
already  before  the  House,  he  felt  hlitfself 
bound  to  concur  in  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  proposed  by  his  nobia  friend. 
The  noble  earl  who  had  spoken  second  in 
the  debate  had  proved  the  assistance  af- 
forded by  the  inhabitants  of  Genoa  to  the 
British  arms  under  lord  William  Befltinck^ 
and  could  give  that  assistance  no  other 
name,  than  that  of  negative  co«operatioit» 
He  could  only  say,  that  rf  the  nSgativo 
co-operation  of  any  country  was  to  meet 
with  such  a  reward,  in  no  future  contest 
should  we  meet  with  negative  co-opera* ' 
tion;  but  instead  thereof,  with  that  de* 
termined  and  active  resistance  Which  atiy 
government  threatened  with  annihllatton 
would  make  against  the  arms  of  those^  ill 
whom  it  could  place  no  confidence.  But 
was  this  co-operation  ne^^aiive?  We  all 
knew  that  the  ptipulation  of  a  garrisoned 
town  Was  incapable  of  operations  agafnat 
the  garrison  which  held  its  stroi^g  places, 
and  which  commanded  its  police :  but  was 
not  every  opposition  given  to  France 
which  the  situation  of  the  Gehoese  ad* 
mitted?  After  lord  Willitim  Benttnck's 
first  proclamation  the  peasantry  rose,  and 
forces  were*  collected ;  and  when  the  capi» 
tulation  was  negociatedj  it  was  done  by 
Qaiio«s#^  rsprsMniattvei  in  confederncy 
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with  French  officers;  and  a  menenger 
was  •ohieaoenilydif patched  by  a  French 
officer  to  lord  William  Bentincki  urging 
him  to  hasten  to  take  immediate  posset- 
aion,  for  the  French  officers  and  army 
were  in  danger  from  the  feeling  of  the 
inhabitants-— those  negative  co«opera- 
t»rs!«-and  the  force  in  which  they  had 
collected.  It  was  needless  to  dwell  upon 
the  co>operation  of  the  inhabitants  with 
respect  to  the  operations  against  that  city. 
£?ery  one  knew  the  strength  of  its  forti* 
fications,  and  the  sieges  it  bad  undergone, 
when  the  garrison  und^r  Massena  resisted 
for  seven  months  the  effi>rts  of  the  whole 
Austrian  army,  aided  by  the  British  fleet. 
And  what  was  the  strength  of  lord  William 
Be^tinck's  force?  Against  one  of  the 
strongest  places  in  Europe  he  brought 
6|000  men  to  bear.  What  could  he  do, 
hot  what,  instructed  or  not,  he  hsd  done 
jodiciously^appeal  to  the  patriotic  senti- 
ments of  the  country  which  he  was  called 
upon  to  liberate,  and  bring  into  action 
the  most  powerful  means  which  a  nation 
afforded,  and  the  most  legitimate  and 
lasting  by  which  it  could  be  influenced. 
In  lord  William  Bentinck's  letter,  giving 
an  account  of  his  proclamation,  one  of  his 
reasons  for  it  is  stated  to  be,  that  he  felt 
the  extreme  importance  of  establishing  a 
goTemment  in  Genoa  favourable  to  public 
feeling,  in  order  that  he  might  otherwise 
dispose  of  the  forces  entrusted  to  his  com* 
mand,  and  that  he  thus  was  able  to  dis- 
patch the  greater  part  of  that  force  to 
the  north  of  Italy.  It  could  not  be  con* 
tended  by  any  Englishman,  that  he  had  a 
right  so  to  liberate  his  force  by  a  feigned 
pretence  to  the  people  of  Genoa,  and  to 
hold  out  to  them  a  government  so  popular 
that  he  was  enabled  to  employ  his  army 
elsewhere,  and  that  now  we  could  compel 
the  Genoese  to  submit  to  anjr  other  go- 
vernment we  might  choose  lo  impose  upon 
them,  and  to  silence  all  their  complaints, 
by  saying,  '<  We  have  referred  your  case 
to  a  congress,  and  they  have  determined 
that  you  shall  be  no  longer  a  republic, 
but  shall  be  annexed  to  a  government 
which  yon  have  always  avowedly  held  in 
abhorrence  and  detestation.'^  The  House 
had  been  induced  some  time  ago  to  delay 
its  proceedings  on  this  subject  because 
evidence  was  not  on  their  table;  that 
reasonno  longer  operated,  and  the  question 
now  was,  whether  the  evidence  was  satis- 
factory ?  If  any  noble  lord  could  read  it, 
and  be  saiisfivd  on  the .  one  hand  that  it 
held  out  to  the  Genoese  no  just  and  rea* 
(  VOL.  XXX. ) 


sonable  expectation  of  being  restored  to 
their  ancient  government,  or,  on  the  other,' 
that  there  was  an  over-ruling  necessity  for 
transferring  them  to  another  country,  he 
would  be  justified  in  negativing  the  mo* 
tion.  But  those  who  had  not  read  the 
evidence  would  hardly  believe,  that  in  the 
whole  of  it  there  were  no  more  than  two 
or  three  sentences  containing  any  reasons 
for  transferring  Genoa  to  Sardinia.  It 
spoke  of  some  arrangement  in  contempla- 
tion in  Italy,  to  which  the  extinction  of  a 
state  800  years  old  would  contribute ;  and 
alluded  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris  as  having 
reduced  the  territory  of  the  King  of  Sar- 
dinia: and  thus  was  imposed  the  necessity 
of  repairing  that  error,  by  robbing  the 
Genoese.  It  appeared  from  the  papers,- 
that  lord  Castlereagh  had  urged  the  ne- 
cessity of  thus  strengthening  the  *domi- 
nions  of  the  King  of  Sardinia  as  the 
guardian  of  Italy ;  and  thus  he  had  con« 
fessed  the  error  of  giving  away  that  king's 
territory  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  And 
the  King  of  Sardinia's  territory  was  to  be 
made  strong  by  making  over  to  him  the 
unwilling  population  of  Genoa,  which 
would  only  weaken  him  ;  for  they  would 
never  assist  him,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
require  a  constant  Sardinian  force  to  keep 
them  in  subjection.  He  contended  that 
lord  William  Bentinck's  proclamation 
raised  the  Genoese  expectation  of  being 
restored  to  their  republic,  as  far  as  it  was 
possible. to  raise  it;  and  be  vindicated  the 
prudence  and  discretion  of  his  lordship  in 
making  that  proclamation,  which  he  roost 
have  felt  persuaded  his  instructions  au- 
thorised him  to  make,  as  essential  to  the 
success  of  his  Majesty's  arms.  It  was 
said,  that  the  addresses  of  the  inhabitants 
of  Genoa  were  not  to  be  found  in  our 
offices.  And  thus  the  stale  of  Genoa  was 
here  disposed  of  without  our  condescend- 
ing to  know  what  were  the  wishes  of  the 
people.  There  was  enough  to  interest 
the  feelings  in  this  unfortunate  republic, 
whose  fate  was  now  sealed :  when  first  the 
imposing  scene  of  the  Congress  at  Vienna 
presented  itself,  Providence  had  brightened 
the  atmosphere  which  had  been  darkened 
by  the  disturber  of  the  repose  of  Europe; 
and  it  was  believed  that  that  element  of 
evil  was  for  ever  chained  down  to  a  rock  in 
the  Mediterranean,  where  he  was  con* 
demned  to  spend  his  miu'hievous  strength 
for  nought.  At  Vienna  was  erected  a 
great  stage  of  justice,  not  less  awful  from 
its  power,  than  venerable  for  its  benefi- 
cence*-a  stage  not  of  penal  bat  of  retrU 
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bathe  justice^— dbl  wieldiag  a  iiv<»rd  to 
dtstroff  but  holding  ottt  •  staff  to  rettore. 
Jit  great  object  bemg  to  secure  \nd  pro* 
tect  tbe  peace,  the  independencej  end  the 
happiness  of  all  nations,  wbethier  great  or 
seonlU  weak  or  strong.  When  it  was  un- 
derstood that  this  Congress  proposed  to 
take  into  their  early  consideration  ihe 
state  of  Genoa,  it  wi^  felt  that  there  could 
be  no  doubt  that  they  weoki,  as  a  pledge 
of  tbe  sincerity  of  thoie  professions  which 
bad  preceded  their  conquests,  and  in  the 
name  of  which  they  had  triumphed,  re- 
establish a  goTernment,  in  the  re-eata- 
blishment  of  which  sosptcton  could  not 
hint  that  they  were  actuated  by  interested 
molires  or  views  of  self-aggrandiaement. 
How  diffarent.  tbair  conduct  had  turned 
out  to  be !  Genoa  had  received  promises 
of  re-establishment ;  therefore  was  it  sot 
to  be  re-established.  She  had  conceived 
hopes  of  bejnff  |o,  and  had  assisted  tbe 
arms  of  the  Allies ;  therefore  were  those 
hopes  to  be  disappointed  |  and  therefore 
was  England^  who  had  held  out  those  pro- 
mises  and  those  hopes  to  her,  to  be 
sele^cted  as  the  insuument  of  executing 
upon  her  people  the  unjust  sentence  of 
annihilation.  The  position  which  the 
noble  earl  opposite  must  contend  for  was, 
that  any  weak  state  might,  in  defiance  of 
promises,  be  at  any  moment  sacrificed  to 
the  wishes  of  a  more  powerful  one,  and  be 
used  as  a'  make-weight,  in  any  political 
arrangement  to  which  an  assembly  of 
those  powerful  States  might  be  parties. 
Genoa  was .  to  have  a  senate  without 
power,  like  Turin.  He  would  not  insult 
the  understanding  of  noble  lords  by  re- 
ferring to  tbe  stipulations  as  any  guaranty 
for  the  people  of  Genoa.  The  whole 
business  stood  only  on  the  right  of  con* 
quest.  He  could  not  admit  that  any  over- 
ruling necessity  existed  for  our  proceed- 
iBgSfV  while,  on  the  contrary,  he  considered 
that  there  was  a  strong  moral  duty  which 
this  country  ought  to  have  discharged  in 
acting  up  to  the  promises  and  assurances 
liekl  out  by  lord  William  Bentinck  in  his 
proclamations.  Upon  these  grounds  he 
should  vote  for  the  motion  of  his  noble 
friend* 

The  Earl  of  Marrowfy  said,  that  none  of 
the  arguments  which  had  been  used'  by 
tbe  noble  marquis  went  to  maintain  tbe 
rcBolBiions  then  before  their  lordships,  in 
the  tone  and  spirit  with  which  they  were 
proposed.  He  denied  that  any  effectual 
and  active  co*operation  had  taken  place 
oa  the  part  of  the  Genoese,  and  contended 


that  lord  William  Bentiiick't  capture  of 
the  city  was  in  fact  a  comfuest,  aeeordia^ 
to  all  the  principies  laid  devTo   in  the 
writings  of  tbe  most  eminent  publieieis. 
With  regard  to  the  annexation  of  Genoa  to 
the  Grown  of  Sardinia,  lie  had  no  beeiesi- 
tion  In  saying,  that  it  ought  to  be  miited 
to  the  natural    guardian    of  the    Alp8» 
namely,  to  the  King  of  Sardinia.    It  hmd 
been  said,  however,  that  while  the  Allied 
Powers  gave  Genoa  to  Sardiliia  on  ooe 
side,  they  weakened  her  on  the  other; 
but,  in  the  opinion  of  military  men,  ihe 
territories    which    had    been    given    lo 
Fraece,  though  they  might  slightly  eh* 
mittish    the    revenues    oif   tbe    King   ef 
Sardinia,  did  not  at  all  enfeeble  hm  ste 
a  military  power.    The  noble  earl  theii 
entered  into  a  defsnce  of  the  oooduet 
of  Congress  in  its-disposal  of  Genoa.    It 
should  be  recollected,  that  in  the  year 
1797|    the    Genoese    placed    themselvee, 
under  the  protection  <tf  Firance;  and  tine 
in  1805,  they  sent  a  forOMi  depeutian» 
petitioning  that  their  comtry  might  be« 
come  a    part   of  tbe  French  territory. 
Tliere  ner  er,  perhaps,  was  a  case  in  the 
annals  of  history,  in  which  all  the  pre* 
rogatives  belonging   Co  the   Hu  domhm 
were  more  strictly   applicable.     Genoa 
was  neither  able  nor  willing  to  defend  the 
possess  from  France  to  Italy,  and  nothing 
coakl  therefore  be  more  natural,  under 
the  circumstances  in  which  sbe  stood,  than 
to  consign  her  to  a  power  which  bad  for 
8f^s  been  considered  as  the  natural  guar-* 
dian  of  the  Alps*    The  noble  eirl  then 
read  an  extract  from  a  paper  addressed 
by  Mr.  Pitt,  in  January  IS05,  to  count 
Woronaow  the  Russian  minister,  in  whtcb^ 
after  taking  a  view  of  the  relative  sitoation 
of  the  different  states  of  Europe,  he  cesi- 
siders  it  desirable  tbal  Genoa  shoold  he 
annexed  to  Piedmont,  as  constituting  by 
their  unibn  the  best  bulwark  that  could 
be  established  for   tbe  defence  of  the 
Italian    frontier.    The   noble    earl    %\90 
maintained,  that  theie  -principles  were 
exactly  the  same  as  those  recognised  in 
the  Treaty  of  Westphaliup^a  treaty  aU 
ways  referred   to  for    the  wisdom   and 
policy  of  its  provisions. 

Lord  St.  John  contrasted  the  arrange- 
ment relative  to  Genoa  with  the  language 
of  the  ^Declaration  of  the  Allies  when  at 
Frankfort,  and  said  he  never  gave  a  vote 
more  firmly  convinced  of  its  justice,  than 
that  by  which  he  shoold  support  the  mo* 
tion  of  his  noble  firiend.' 

Lord  Grmetf^rprofessed  his  wish  lo  state 
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•bortly  Ihe  gnNiiHb  od  wbtcb  be  fek  it 
hii  doty  10  ttppori  the  retolotions  of  his 
noble  roUiioo.  In  tbe  first  pla<;e  be  con- 
oidered  lord  Williom  Beotincfc  to  ba?e 
boon  sptcially  aothorized  to  issue  the 
Proclemitioos  ia  <|iiestioQ«  beceose,  es  bed 
been  shown  by  bis  nobie  reletive^  his 
instructions  were  not  limited  to  tbe  en- 
conrsigenient  of  actnel  insorrection,  but 
extended  to  imy  circooistences  which 
might  fef oor  en  insurrection.  Tbe  noble 
eerl  bed  ueeted  very  lightly  tbe  feci  of 
xnising  en  expectation  emoogst  tbe  Ge- 
noese ;  but  could  any  form  of  words  or 
lightness  of  expression  alter  the  cheracter 
nf  a  proceeding*  by  which  the  expecta- 
4100  raised  upon  the  promises  of  a  British 
general  and  jpjenipotentiacyt  speaking  in 
tbe  name  of  the  Prince  Regent,  and 
pledging  tbe  honour  of  bis  country  to 
their  fulfilment*  had  been  completely  dis- 
appointed ?  The  promises  we  had  made 
hied  had  tbe  eflfisct  of  inducing  tbe  Genoese 
to  change  their  conduct;  and  we  bad  thus 
ttoi  only  broken  our  plighted  faith*  but 
had  remsed  to  pay  the  stipulated  price 
lor  an  actual  benefit  received.  He  did 
tM  know  what  was  meant  by  negative 
co-operation ;  but  it,  was  obvious  that  one 
•f  the  strongest  places  in  Europe*  with  a 
garrison  of  5000  asen*  never  would  have 
capUelelcd  to  en  enemy*  whose  force  did 
SK^  exceed  gOOO*  without  a  strong  dispo- 
sition manifested  on  the  part  of  the  inha-  ' 
bitants.  True  it  was*  Genoa  had  been 
conqueredf  but  it  had  been  conquered 
from  the  French  garrison*  not  from  the 
Genoese  people.  Even  if  lord  William 
Benttnck  had  exceeded  his  instructions* 
Btill  it  would  have  been  wise*  in  his  opi- 
nion* to  have  ratified  his  proceedings; 
but  at  all  events  a  British  Cabinet  sitting 
in  London*  would  either  have  done  so^  or 
have  solemnly  and  publicly  disavowed 
the  act  of  their  minister*  This*  however* 
was  not  the  course  pursued  under  the 
counsels  of  our  minister  at  Vienna*  and 
Ibis  was  one  of  tbe  many  prabtical  evils 
leanking  from  the  union  in  one  person* 
of  two  auch  offices  as  those  of  secretary  of 
state*  and  of  diplomatic  agent  at  a  foreign 
court.  How  so  extravagant  a  conception 
could  enter  into  any  man's  mind*  it  was 
dittcult  lo  conceive.  It  waii  in  truth, 
nothing  short  of  ihai  criam  described  in 
oor  statute-book*  under  the  name  of  en- 
eroaching  upon  the  Royal  power ;  il  was 
to  escape  from  the  control  of  the  Soe» 
reign*  and*  in  his  judgment*  to  commii  a 
fci^  bnaaoh  of  the  coMtitntioik    He  was 


astonished  that  any  man  could  suppose 
that  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  could 
be  removed  to  anoiher  country  for  any 
length  of  time*  Acting  on  this  idea*  they 
had  seen  a  foreign  secretary,  converted 
into  a  sort  oi  (ravelling  officer  all  over 
Europe ;  and  by  this  means  lord  Willism 
Bentinck  received  at  tiroes  contradictory 
instructions  from  the  office  ai  home  and 
the  office  abroad.  The  Resolutions  of  hia 
noble  relation  should  have  his  cardial 
support. 

The  Earl  of  WeHmmtlMkd  entered  into  a 
justification  of  lord  Castlereagh*  and  con* 
tended  that  ihero  was  not  tbe  slightest 
reason  for  charging  the  Government  of 
this  country  wiw  breach  of  faith  to  the 
Genoese. 

Earl  Gn^  said*  it  was  demonstrative  of 
itself,  that  if  lord  William  Bentinck  had 
not  been  assisted  by  the  Genoese*  he  never 
conid  have  got  possemien  of  Genoa. '  So 
far  was  the  indiffierence  with  which  they 
had  been  charged  from  being  true,  that 
even  the  peasants  Maled  the  walls  befeve 
the  British  troops.  If  the  Genoese  did 
not  rise  on  the  6000  men  who  garrisoned 
their  town*  they  knew  that  there  was  not 
only  these  6000  men*  but  an  army  of 
•0*000  men*  under  the  Viceroy*  at  hand  ; 
and  they  had  seen  sufficient  examples  of 
French  force  and  French  vengeance. 
There  was  not  the  smallest  reason  to 
charge  them  with  indisposition  towarda 
England.  In  addition  to  the  instructiona 
sent  to  lord  William  Bentinck*  by  which 
he  was  autboriied  to  hold  out  to  the 
Genoese  tbe  establishment  of  their'  go* 
vemment*  there  was  the  Declaration  of 
the  Allies*. and  the  Treaty  of  Chaomone, 
in  which  their  object  was  declared  to  be 
to  secure  a  general  peace*  under  which 
all  nations  might  enjoy  their  rights,  and 
the  peace  and  security  of  the  world  l>e 
established.  The  noble  earl  then  pro- 
ceeded to  his  second  point*  namely  t|re 
policy  of  the  annexation  of  Genoa  to 
Piedmont.  He  went  into  an  examination 
of  the  various  relations  of  the  surrounding 
Powers*  and  argued  that  in  giving  Genoa 
to  the  King  of  Sardinia*  lord  Castlereagh 
had  accomplished  a  French  and  not  an 
English  object.  Tbe  true  principle  on 
which  the  Allies*  in  this*  and  other  cases* 
should  have  proceeded*  was  to  show  that 
governments  were  made  for  the  people* 
and  not  tbe  people  for  the  governments* 
Had  they  acted  upon  this  system*  many 
of  the  calamities  we  now  had  to  lameo| 
wottM  never  have  occnrted* 
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The  Earl  of  Liverpool  thoaght  it  hardly 
necessary^  a&er  the  lammous  speech  of 
his  noble  friend  (earl  Bathurst)  to  detain 
the  House  with  many  obserfations.  The 
original  instroctions  were  sent  to  lord  W. 
Bentinck  under  special  circumstances^ 
and  when  particoJar  information  was  re- 
ceived  as  to  the  disposition  of  the  people 
of  Italy,  a  large  discretion  was  neces> 
sarily  entrusted  to  him.  The  information, 
however,  had  proved  erroneous,  and  lord 
William  fientiuck's  force  was  then  di- 
verted to  the  souih*ea8t  coast  of  Spain,  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington. He  thought  it  quite  clear  that 
there  was  not  a  single  word  in  the  instroc- 
tions to  warrant  lord  William  in  establish- 
ing the  ancient  government  of  Genoa; 
and  lord  William  himself  never  meant  to 
preclude  his  own  Government  from  de- 
termining the  question  of  independency. 
All  he  could  do  was  to  establish  a  pro- 
visional government;  and  Great  Britain 
could  not  do  more,  as  it  was  a  combined 
concert  between  her  and  her  allies,  and 
we  could  not  make  conquests,  except  in 
the  name  of  the  Allies.  A  noble  lord 
had  said,  that  lord  Wiliam  Bentinck  was 
not  only  a  military  officer,  but  also  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  ;  but  he  had  no 
general  discretion  at  that  time,  and  the 
Allies  alone  could  decide  the  fate  of  Ge- 
noa. If  lord  WiUiam  had  entered  into  a 
treaty  with  the  Genoese,  it  would  not 
have  been  valid,  till  ratiBed  by  his  own 
Government.  The  noble  earl  contended, 
that  there  had  been  no  breach  of  faith  on 
the  part  of  this  country.  Expectations 
were  never  held  out  by  this  Government 
ihat  were  not  fulfilled ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  the  Italians,  and  the  Genoese 
in  particular,  had  led  this  Government 
to  believe  that  there  was  a  disposition  to 
rise  against  the  authority  of  Buonapart6. 
This  disposition,  supposing  it  had  ever 
existed,  bad  never  in  the  slightest  degree 
been  carried  into  effect.  The  noble  earl 
then  went  into  the  point  of  policy,  arguing, 
that  in  consequence  of  the  weakness  of 
the  kingof  Sardinia,  Buonaparte  had  been 
able  to  over-run  and  conquer  Italy.  The 
object  was,  to  place  a  barrier  between 
France  and  Italy,  that  would  prevent 
such  a  consequence  in  future.  And  if  the 
passage  of  the  Alps  was  to  be  protected, 
it  was  only  to  be  done  by  making  the 
Power  which  was  the  natural  guardian  of 
the  Alps  strong  enough  to  defend  the 
passages  which  was  impracticable,  unless 
the  possession  was  given  of  some  part  of 
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the  maritime  territory  of  Genoa.  This 
transfer,  |he  said,  was  not  at  all  to  be  re- 
gretted on  the  score  of  the  people  of  that 
country,  because,  from  the  ar^atocratical 
nature  of  the  government,  the  iniereat  of 
the  state  had  always  been  sacrificed  to 
that  of  the  city.  He  therefore  thought  it 
was.  evident,  that  the  course  which  the 
Government  had  taken  was  not  repognant 
either  to  honour  or  policy. 

The  Marquis  of  Bttchmgham  briefly  re- 
plied. He  observed,  by  whatever  meaw 
Genoa  fell  into  our  possession,  a  procla* 
mation  had  been  issued,  in  which  lord 
William  Bentinck,  in  the  name  of  the 
British  Government^  had  promised  inde- 
pendence to  the  people  of  that  state.  The 
question  then  was,  whether  the  Britiah 
Government  had  recalled  lord  William 
Bentinck,  and  disavowed  his  proclama- 
tion, or  abided  by  it.  They  had  done 
neither ;  they  had  not  disavowed  the  pro- 
clamation, but  they  had  broken  the  pro- 
mises which  it  held  out.  It  was  said,  too, 
that  the  king  of  Sardinia  was  the  natural 
guardian  of  the  Alps.  What  had  the 
British  Government  done?  they  had  taken 
from  him  Chambery  and  the  two  natural 
passes  of  the  Alps,  and  had  given  them  to 
the  French,  on  which  territory  Buonaparte 
was  now  collecting  an  army.  Such  was 
the  conduct  of  the  Government,  and  opoa 
principles  of  honour  and  policy  the  House 
was  bound  to  reprobate  it. 

Their  lordships  then  divided : 

Contents.... « 25 

Proxies  14 

—  S5 

Non-Contents    40 

Prdxies  71 

—111 

Majority  against  the  motion. •••.•    72 
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Tuaday,  April  25. 

Pavbmbnt  op  thb  MsTaopoLis.]  Mr« 
M.  A,  Taylor  observed,  that,  early  in  the 
present  session,  he  had  noticed  the  dan* 
geroos  state  of  the  pavement  of  the  metro* 
polis,  and  he  had  subsequently  obuined 
leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  afford  facilities 
for  rendering  the  pavement  better.  No* 
thing,  he  believed,  could  be  worse  than  it 
was  at  present ;  however,  he  was  desirooe 
of  giving  every  accommodation  to  the 
virious  parishes,  and  of  preventing  any 
rumour  from  going  abroad|  which  might 
impute  to  him  a  wish  to  press  on  the  publie 
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a  Bill  of  thia  description.  Actaated  by- 
this  feeling,  be  yesterday  had  a  meeting 
MPith  persona  deputed  from  the  different 
parishes,  that  were  hostile  to  the  measure. 
They  allowed  that  the  evil  called  for  re- 
medy and  redress,  and  they  pledged  tbem- 
aeWes,  if  he  was  not  particularly  partial 
to  certain  claases  of  the  measure  he  bad 
proposed,  to  meet  early  in  November,  to 
arrange  snch  a  Bill  as  would  meet  the 
wishes  of  the  public,  and  give  general 
aatisfaction.  Resolutions,  he  understood, 
had  been  come  to  in  all  the  parishes,  by 
which  the  parties  connected  with  the 
paving  department  bound  themselves  to 
pay  every  attention  to  the  state  of  the 
atr(?et«,  and  to  exert  all  the  powers  granted 
to  them  under  the  local  acts  of  parliament, 
so  that  by  the  time  the  Bill  was  introduced, 
the  public  would  find  the  pavement  in  a 
much  better  state  than  it  had  been  for 
some  time  past.  He  should,  therefore, 
with  the  understanding  that  a  Bill  would 
be  brought  in  at  the  period  he  had  spe* 
cified,  move,  with  the  leave  of  House, 
«'  Th<it  the  order  for  the  second  reading  of 
the  Bill  for  the  better  Pavement  of  the 
Metropolis,  which  stood  for  Monday  next, 
be  discharged/'— The  motion  was  agreed 
to. 

TaxATT  OP  ViKHNA.]  Ott  the  report 
of  the  Committee  of  Supply  being  brought 

tip, 

Mr.  yfAtifttvOiisaid,  that  since  the  noble 
lord  opposite  had  laid  the  substance  of 
the  Treaty  of  the  95th  March,  and  the 
Memorandum,  attached  to  it  before  the 
House,  he  had'  perused  it  attentively.  He 
should  take  the  liberty  of  asking  in  what 
sense  that  pan  of  our  explanatory  Decla- 
ration was  to  be  understood  which  said 
that  a  common  efibrt  was  to  be  made 
against  the  power  of  Napoleon  Buonaparte, 
but  not  to  impose  a  government  on  France. 
Was  he  to  understand  that  war  was  to  be 
made  on  Napoleon  Buonapari6,  and  that 
no  peace  was  to  be  concluded  with  him  as 
long  as  be  Temained  in  possession  of  the 
supreme  authority  in  France/ 

Lord  CoMilenQ^  answered,  that  the  ob« 
ject  was  to  destroy  the  power  of  Boons- 
part6,  but  the  Treaty  was  only  binding  on 
the  Allies  so  long  as  they  chose  to  make 
it  ao.  Of  coorse  they  might  agree  to  treat 
of  peace,  if  they  should  beresiter  think  it 
prudent  to  do  so. 

Mr.  WkiikTtad  said,  that  nothing  could 
be  plainer  than  his  qoeation,  and  nothing 
more  obscora  and  unsatisfactory  than  the 


answer  of  the  noble  lord.  Was  he  to  an* 
derstand  that  it  was  impossible  for  war  to 
t>e  avoided  on  the  part  of  the  country,  witll 
'Napoleon  Boonaparte  exercising  the  power 
and  government  of  France  ? 

Lord  Casiiereagh  said,  that  the  engage- 
ment  entered  into  between  the  Ailed 
Powers  might  be  dissolved;  but  thatita 
object,  at  the  time  it  was  formed,  cer* 
tainly  was  to  destroy  the  power  of  Bao« 
napart6,  and  to  make  no  peac^  with  him. 

Mr.  Whithnad  felt  hfmself  as  much  as 
ever  at  a  loss  with  the  answer  of  the  noblo 
lord.  When  the  Address  was  moved,  it 
was  stated  that  there  was  an  alternative  of 
war  or  peace ;  and  even  do^n  to  the  pre* 
sent  time,  except  from  an  occasional  loose 
or  unguarded  expression  which  dropped 
from  one  or  other  of  the  friends  of  the 
noble  lord,  nothing  had  ever  been  stated 
to  the  House  to  induce  them  to  think 
that  there  was  not  still  an  alternatire. 
He  believed  it  to  be  understood  by  those 
present  in  the  House,  who  had  no  suspi- 
cion of  any  delusion,  that  there  was  a 
possible  alternative  in  the  existing  state 
of  things  of  war  or  peace  with  France. 
Now  liow  could  this  be  reconciled  with 
the  Treaty  and  explanation  on  the  table  ? 

Lord  Caalert^L — I  think  1  answered 
the  hon.  membei^s  question  before.*  Thera 
is  a  possibility  of  resorting  to  the  alternative 
mentioned,  because  the  contracting  partiea 
may  recede  from  their  engagemenu ;  but, 
as  to  the  probability  of  such  an  event,  I 
will  leave  the  hon.  gentleman  to  form 
his  own  opinion  from  the  appearance  of 
things. 

Mr.  Wkiihtad  uid,  he  had  rendered  hta 
question  as  plain  as  possible,  and  the 
noble  lord  as  usual  had  given  a  reply  as 
equivocal  as  he  possibly  could.  Those 
who  thought  that  no  peace  should  be  made 
with  Buonapart6  would  interpret  his  an* 
swer,  as  stating  that  war  was  unavoidable. 
Those  who  inclined  to  the  other  side  of 
the  question  would  infer  from  it,  that  an 
alternative  still  remained.  His  own  in- 
terpreution  was,  that  the  Allies,  when  they 
concluded  the  Treaty,  intended  to  go  to 
war  with  Buonaparte,  and  that  if  they  bad 
not  yet  carried  that  plan  into  execotion, 
it  was  in  consequence  of  some  other  cir* 
Gumstances  which  bad  arisen  since,  and 
which  the  noble  lord  hoped  miffbt  be  got 
over,  that  war  should  ensue.  He  wished 
the  House  to  be  well  informed  on  this  sub- 
ject before  another  message  shoold  come 
down,  and  that  the  noble  lord  shoold  will* 
iogly  do  that  which  the  Hoiae  woald  be 
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obliged  lo  do  w itboMi  hk  MibtMce*  If  il 
was  not  cooceived  too  early*  he  would  to- 
Hiorrow,  but  certaiDly  on  tome  day  of  tbe 
present  week,  take  tbe  aenae  of  Parliameiit 
on  tbe  most  important  qoeatioo-— of  peace 
Dr  war. 

Lord  Coitlertagh  assured  Uie  boin.  |^i^ 
tleman»  that  if  he  wished  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  House,  he  had  only  to  make  a  mo- 
iion,  and  that  be  should  be  prepared  to 
meet  him. 

Mr.  Tiirn<y  inquired  of  the  noble  lord, 
whether  his  Majesty's  ministers  had  en- 
tered into  an  engagement  to  relieve  Russia 
of  a  part  of  the  dkbt  she  had  contracted 
with  Hollaodj  to  the  amount  of  two  mil- 
lions and  a  half,  and  what  eqjui?aleot  this 
counlrv  was  to  receive  ? 

Lord  Caulereagh,  upder  the  present  cir- 
cumstances, cottki  not  give  an  answer 
aatisfactory  to  the  House.  With  respect 
to  Holland,  and  tbe  arrangements  regard- 
ing her  colonies,  it  woeld  be  premature  to 
enter  into  any  details. 

Mr.  Tien^  had  not  put  his  question 
with  any  reference  to  a  war  which  might 
be  approaching.  Neither  did  he  interfere 
with  the  arrangements  made  with .  respeist 
to  the  Putch  colonies.  He  only  asked  im 
explanation  of  a  traosactioo  that  had  taken 
place,  and  whether  this  country  had  been 
subjected  to  an  incumbrance  oi  2,500,0001 
Would  the  House  endure  that  such  a  sum 
should  be  consigned  to  the  treasury  of 
Russia  without  any  other  answer  than  that 
returqsd  by  tbe  oioble  lord  i 

Lord  (Uutkraigh  maintained  the  impro- 
priety of  entering  into  the  subject  at  this 
lime. 

Mr.  Tiem^  wished  to  know  whether 
•njr  obligation  had  been  entered  into 
whioh  the  noble  lord  thought  binding  on 
ibis  country  ? 

Lord  CaaUrcagh  assured  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman that  jio  engagement  had  been 
entered  into  in  which  the  interests  of  the 
country  bad  not  been  consulted. 

Mr.  WlMread  gave  notice  that  on  Fri- 
day next  he  should  make  a  motion  on  the 
state  of  the  country  relative  to  peace  or 
war. 

Mr*  Poaioniy,  on  casting  bis  eye  over 
Ibe  Treaty  of  the  25tb  of  March,  had  been 
Struck  by  a  paragraph  not  forming  any 
part  of  it,  but  added  %t  the  close  of  it,  by 
which  it  appeared  that  the  Treaty  bad 
been  received  in  this  country ^on  the  5tb 
of  April  and  the  answer  dispatched  on  the 
Ml,  and  that  authority  \and  instnictioM 
bad   been  given  to  lord  Clancarty  at 


Vteniia,  to  sign  a  subsidiary  engiigtametit 
consequent  upon  tbe  said  Treaty.      He 
wished  to  know  what  waa  tbe  oatnr'^  caf 
those  instructions,  and  the  amount  •f  thm 
subsidies  which  he  bad  beeo  empowesr^d 
to  promise,  as  it  was  impossible  that  iiis 
lordship  should  have  been  lefi  eotirBly  aa 
liberty  to  pledge    this  country  to   any 
unmount  be  pleased. 

Lord  CoitUnagk  coi^plained    of    tliis 
system  of  interrogation,  which  tended   ao 
put  the  House  by  anticipation  in  piMees* 
sion  ofall  the  subjccu  of  negociatioa  be- 
fore they  were  settled  or  ratified.'  Wbmi 
had  been  or  wouM  be  donf » could  not  be 
executed  without*  the  consent  of  Parjia* 
ment    The  right  hon.  geoiiemao  migbt 
well  suppose  that  lord  Clancarty  had  re- 
ceived instructions ;  but  what  Uioaa  isece^ 
and  the  extent  of  the  subsidiary  eogage^r 
ment  which  he  was  empowered  lo  sign, 
were  matter  of  negociation  with  fontMgn 
Powers,  and  it  woukl  be  premature  and 
improper  to  force  them  into  discussion. 

Mr.  Ponsoaly  could  aee  no  iaspropriety 
either  in.  tbe  question  which  be  bad  put 
to  the  noble  lord,  or  in  bis  giving  tke  ex- 

Clanation  bk  reqoeated.  tbe  Hoaae  woold 
e  obliged  to  make  good  tbe  sabsidiea  to^ 
whatever  amount  ministers  bad  pledged 
it;  for  it  would  be  idle  to  think  that  after 
they  had  contraoted  the  eagageoifiPt,  it 
would  be  found  practicahle  to  re&te  tbe 
supplies.  And  if  the  House  only  knew 
their  amount  after  the  pledge  bad  been 
givep,  it  would  be  reduced  to  tbe  alterna* 
tive  of  either  breaking  the  faith  of  treatiea« 
or  else  of  paying  sums  which  it  considered 
injurious  to  tbe  country. 

Lord  Coulert^h  contended,  that  the 
doctrine  thus  broached,  and  the  system 
pursued,  had  a  tendencv  to  subvert  tbe 
constitution,  by  infringing  on  tbe  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Crown  respecting  peace 
and  war. 

Mr.  Pcmaniy  denied,  that  what  he  had 
said  had  any  such  tendency.  The  Crowe 
had  the  power  of  nakins  peace  and  de» 
daring  war,  but  no  authority,  in  subsidiary 
treaties,  to  pMge  Parliament  to  any 
amonot  it  thought  proper.  It  bad  no  right 
to  interfere  in  matters  of  money. 

Lord  Caalatagk  stated,  that  the  cbitfge 
made  on  the  Crown,  of  its  pledging  the 
Honse,*was  not  founded  on  fact.  Foreign 
Powers  themselves  never  unders(UN)d  rnore^ 
by  our  subsidiary  engagements,  than  thaa 
tbe  Crown  would  recommead  to  Parlta- 
meet  to  grant  aoppUee  lo  the  amoont  ie« 
qoiredi 
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ekt  Jmm  Miukmiotk  trndarstood  th« 
ooble  lord  l#  hrtB  gi^H  it  ti  bit  opinion* 
tbm%  for  miniilort  to  ttate  beforehand  tbe 
mmoonn  of  a  gnbtidmry  treaty,  woold  be  a 
•vbTersioQ  of  tbe  eomlicoUon.  [Hear« 
bear!  anHNo^no!  from  the  Minitterial 
aide.] 


CoMinstioirxas  or  Windsob  Fokbst.] 
Mr.  IVkitketut  ioqiHred»  whether  the  right 
bon,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
woold  agree  to  la j  before  the  Hoote,  a 
copy  of  the  cooimiMion  granted  to  lord 
Yarmottth,  Mr.  J.  Nath,  and  Mr.  C.  Bick* 
nell,  relatrre  to  the  Hoy  al  Parks,  for  which 
be  had  moved  on  the  preceding  evening, 
and  relative  to  the  Icffelity  of  which  some 
doobts,  it  'appeared^  bad  arisen  in  the 
minds  of  tbe  Lords  of  the  Treasory  ? 

Tbe  ChaiKdhr  qf  tke  Exchequer  thought 
it  woold  be  rntproper  to  lay  it  before  the 
Hobse,  as  it  waa  at  present  under  tbe  con- 
sideration of  tbe  law  officers  of  tbe  Crown. 
He  hoped  he  should  be  able  in  a  few  days 
.  to  acquaint  the  House  with  the  result. 

Lord  Yarmmuk  said,  it  was  perfectly 
well  known  that  for  a  number  of  years  hts 
present  Majesty  had  set  an  example  of 
farming  to  the  country,  which  example 
was  followed  by  the  duke  of  Bedford.  Mr. 
^  Coke,  and  others.  The  King  farmed  a 
part  of  the  Royal  Park  by  way  of  recrea- 
tfon ;  and  the  management  of  it  was  under 
different  men  at  difterent  times.  Three 
gentlemen  were  appointed  commissioners, 
of  whom  be  was  one*  under  a  power  of 
attorney.  They  had  done  no  act  which 
was  not  done  by  the  former  commis- 
sioners, and  if  it  pleased  God  to  restore 
his  Majesty,  be  woold  receive  back  his 
fsrm  In  exactly  its  former  sute.  He  con- 
sidered that  an  inquiry  of  this  kind  was 
prying  into  the  private  concerns  of  the 
Sovereign.  His  Majesty  had  always  kept 
the  wardenihip  of  Windsor  Forest  un- 
named, that  the  office  might  not  be  filled 
up  by  eniotstcrs.  He  could  not  help 
thinkmg  this  sort  of  prying  into  the  prt^ 
vate  concerns  of  the  %ng  was  rather  inde- 
corous. The  only  expense  of  tbe  commis- 
sion was  a  clerk  of  the  lowest  description. 

Mr.  Tkrmy  said,  according  to  the  ac* 
count  of  the  noble  lord,  all  the  forests  and 

Sarks  might  be  divided  into  farms.  This 
ad  never  been  tbe  case  in  former  fimei, 
and  he  ih'onld  be 'glad  to  know  why  this 
new  prsctice  had  prevailed.  By  the  old 
practice,  his  Majesty  had  beeii  always  in 
tbe  habit  of  appointing  wardens,  and 
there  might  be  some  reason  for  appointilig 
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commissioneri.    He  wished  to  know  whe« 
ther  this  was  really-a  power  of  attorney  or 


a  commission.  There  might  be  very  good 
reasons  for  putting  the  matter  under  the 
consideration  of  the  law  officers,  for  it 
would  require  to  be  known  whom  these 
commissioners  were  to  be  responsible  to. 
He  knew  no  reason  why  Mr.  Bicknell  or 
Mr.  Nash  should  devote  their  time  with- 
out  being  paid  for  it.  If  there  was  no 
salary  attached  to  their  offices,  it  made 
the  case  more  extraordinary ;  and  ho 
should  like  to  know  what  an  architect  had 
tado  with  parks.  If  the  noble  lord  want- 
ed a  legal  adviser,  he  could  hot  have  a 
better  than  Mr.  Bicknell ;  but  he  could 
not  understand  what  assistance  Mr.  Nash 
could  render  him.  It  would  he  proper, 
therefore,  that  the  power  of  attorney 
should  be  produced. 

Mr.  Whiitnread  then  moved,  "  That  an 
humble  Addrens  be  presented  to  bis  royal 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pleased  to  give  directions, 
that  there  be  laid  before  this  House,  a 
copy  of  any  commission  or  instrument, 
purporting  to  Test  certain  powers  and 
authorities  in  the  earl  of  Yarmouth,  John 
Nash,  esq.,  and  Charles  Bicknell,  esq. 
respecting;  the  Royal  Parks." 

Lord  Yatynauih  said,  there  had  been  no 
ranger  of  the  Great  Park  since  the  time  of 
the  late  -  duke  of  Cumberland ;  and  the 
King  would  not  appoint  a  ranger  of 
warden,  in  order  that  his  amusements 
might  not  become  a  subject  of  inquiry 
before  Parliament. 

Lord  CatiUreagh  apprehended,  that  the 
hon.  gentleman  did  not  consider  tbe  ques- 
tion as  one  of  mere  curiosity ;  but  as  no 
'abuse  bad  been  alleged,  and  it  had  not 
been  shown  that  the  Treasury  had  been 
negligent,  he  did  not  consider  it  a  subject 
for  the  control  of  Parliament.  If  his  Royal 
Highness  was  not  so  fond  of  farming  as 
his  Majesty,  it  was  not  extraordinary  that 
he  should  appoint  persons  to  superintend 
the  management  of  the  parks.  If  it  should 
appear,  after  inquiry  had  been  made, 
that  the  Treasury  had  acted  improperly, 
then  the  hon.  gentleman  might  interpose. 

Sir  John  Siftieon  opposed  the  motion. 

Mr.  Wkiibread  did  not  wish  to  pry  into 
the  amusements  of  the  Crown.  He  had 
conceived  that  the  power  vested  in  the 
commissioners  was  greater  than  it  now 
appeared  to  be ;  but  he  wished  to  knoir 
why  no  ranger,  who  was  the  old  constitu* 
tional  officer,  had  been  appointed  to 
Windsor  park  ? 
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Lord  Fannoo/A thought  it  #as  very  plain 
that  his  Royal  Higluiess  had  power  to 
sign  the  (Commission. 

Mr.  Tierney  denied,  that  by  the  Act  of 
the  53d  George  S,  it  was  intended  to  give 
the  Kipg  a  power  to  break  op  the  parks 
that  were  gi? en  as  a  part  of  the  royalty  to 
maintain  the  dignity  of  the  Crown.  No 
answer  whatever  had  been  given,  why  a 
ranger  of  the  parks  bad  hot  been  appoint- 
ed ;  and  he  had  not  heard  any  thing  to 
prove,  that  any  direct  advantage  had  been 
gained  by  a  com  mission. 

Mr.  Arlmtfmot  thought,  that  what  his 
noble  friend  had  stated,  namely,  that  his 
Soyal  Highness  wished  all  the  farms  to 
remain  in  the  same  state  as  his  Majesty 
left  them,  was  a  sufficient  reason  why  no 
ranger  bad  been  appc/mted. 

Mr.  Tiernry  begged  to  be  informed  what 
was  the  point  of  law  that  had  now  been 
referred  to  the  Crown  lawyers,  and. why 
k  had  not  before  been  decided,  when  the 
commission  had  been  so  long  in  existence  ? 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said,  that 
the  opinion  of  the  legal  advisers  of  the 
Crown  was  required  as  soon  as  the  point 
was  regularly  raised. 

Mr.  Btnnet  asked  whether  there  would 
be  any  objection  made  to  ihe  production 
of  the  expenses  of  the  erection  of  the 
Thatched  Palace  in  Windsor  Great  Park  ? 

Mr.  Hmkmon  referred  the  hon.  gentle- 
man to  the  Treasury,  which  had  issued 
warrants  for  the  money  which  had  been 
paid  in  his  department. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  admitted 
that  there  would  be  no  objection  to  com- 
plete the  accounts  already  upon  the  table, 
to  a  certain  date,  regarding  the  erections 
in  Windsor  park. 

The  question  was  then  pat,  and  nega- 
tived. 

Motion  respecting  Sbrvants  of  the 
Royal  Household.]  Sir  Charles  BurreU 
rose,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice,  to  move 
an  Address  to  the  Resent,  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  certain  gratuities  received  by  the 
servants  of  the  Royal  Household  from 
individuals  attending  the  Court.  He  first 
drew  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
observations  of  the  two  Civil  List  Commit- 
tees upon  this  subject,  which  was  beyond 
the  control  of  the  Lord  Steward.  He  re- 
ferred to  the  ancient  and  evil  practice  of 
visitors  giving  vails  to  the  servants  of 
noblemen  and  gentlemen,  now  entirely 
discontinued,  and  argued  upon  the  neces- 
sity of  abolishing  the  custom  when  visitors 


Sertfonis  of  the  Boyd  HaiuduM. 


[848 


waited  on  the  occnpant  of  Uie  throne. 
The  existence  of  this  tystero  was,  he  «aid, 
a  stigma  upon  the  national  character  ;  aiMl 
foreigners  went  away  with  the  conviction 
that  every  thing  was  to  be  done  by  money 
in  this  country,  without  which  they  could 
not  procure  even  a  sight  of  the  Sovereign. 
In  the  household  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  no 
such  CQStom  had  ever  prevailed  ;  bat  since 
his  Royal  Highness  had  become  Rei^eot* 
it  had   been  transferred  with  the  Royal 
Household.  There^were  usually  belonging 
to  the  establishment,  among  the  inferior 
officers  eight  marshals,   who  paid    8O0/. 
for  their  situations^  and  yet  only  received 
a  nominal  salary  of  22/.  \5s.  6d,g  and  they 
were  obliged  to  procure  themselves  baU 
and  other  clothes,  excepting  coats,  which 
were  given  once  in  two  years :    of  coarse, 
they  were  obliged  to  derive  their  profits 
from  the  visitors  of  the  Court.  In  the  same 
situation  was  the  #serjeant- porter,  whose 
place  produced  only   120/.   per  annuin, 
and  the  y  eom  an -porters  and  groom*porters, 
who  gave  200/.  for  their  offices,  and  re- 
ceived salaries  of  50/.  and  GO/.     The  gen* 
tlemen   pensioners,    or    yeomen   of   the 
guard,  gave  350/«  for  the  situation,  and 
only  obtained  a  salary  from  the  House- 
hold of  39/.  lis.  3<L     The  consequence 
was,  that,  instead  of  being  gentlemen  as 
formerly,  they  were  in  truth  beggars,  and 
carried  their  begging  books  round  to  the 
nobility  and  gentry,  for  subscriptions  to 
make  up  the  deficiency.     Besides  these* 
there  were  the  Regent's  and  the  Queen's 
gentlemen- porters,  footmen,  and  grooms 
of  the  chambers;  all  of  whom  were  paid 
at  the  same  inefficient  rate,  and  who,  in 
consequence,  were   constrained   to   prey 
upon  the  gratuities  of  those  who  visited 
the  Court,  and  who  thus  became  liable  to 
the  most  vexatious  demands.     The  object 
which  he  had  in  view,  and  which  he  was 
satisfied    would    be    sanctioned    by    the 
House,  was,  that  such  provision  should  be 
made  for  these  officers  in  future,  that  they 
would  be  sufficiently  remunerated,  without 
having   recourse  to  a  system  which  was 
discreditable  to  the  honour  and  dignity  of 
the  Crown,  as  it  was  disgraceful  to  the 
country.    The  hon.  baronet  concluded  by 
moving,   '*That  an   humble  Address  be 
presented  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince 
Regent,  submitting  to  his  Royal  Highness's 
gracious  cqnsideration  so  much   of   the 
reports  of  the  committees  on  the  Civil  List 
of  the  years  1S12  and  1313,  as  relates  to 
the  mode  of  remunerating  certain  inferior 
servants  of  the  Royal  Household  by  gra* 
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tuiiiet  collected  frem  indlfidttali  fttiend* 
ingjthe  Coari.'' 

The  Ckancdior  qf  ilk  Exchequer  did  not 
object  to  the  motion ;  bat  thuogbt  that  the 
House  would  do  well  not  to  pledge  itself 
too  fir,  lest  the  sum  necessary  for  the  pro- 
posed coDmotation  should  be  foond'greaier 
ihau  members  would  think  fit  to  lay  upon 
the  public.  The  practice  complained  of 
prevailed  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  in  all 
the  Courts  of  Europe. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  would  not  concur  in  lay- 
ing any  great  and  additional  burthen  upon 
the  nation  for  the  sake  of  removing  a  sup* 
poeed  stigma. 

Sir  C.  BurreU  did  not  think  that  the  sum 
could  be  considerable ;  it  might  be  paid 
out  of  I  lit*  Droits  of  Admiralty. 

Mr,  Uutkiison  remarked,  that  it  would 
be  necessary  not  only  to  give  compensa* 
lion  to  those  who  had  bought  their  places, 
but  to  any  persons  who  deri? ed  emolument 
from  the  prevailing  custom*  and  more 
especially  to  those  higher  officers  of  the 
household,  whose  emoluments  depended 
upon  the  sale  of  the  situations  of  their  in- 
feriors. 

Mr.  Sunmer  said,  that  if  the  dignity  of 
the  Crown  required  the  abolition  of  the 
present  fees,  he  did  not  think  the  House 
would  be  restrained  by  motives  of  parsi- 
mony from  taking  measures  to  put  this 
part  of  the  household  establishment  on 
the  same  footing  with  all  other  parts  of  it 

The  motion  was  agreed  to.. 

Motions  aaLATiNG  to  the  New  Mint.] 
Mr.  Bmihet,  in  pursuance  of  his  notice, 
rose  to  move  for  certain  papers  connected 
with  the  expenses  of  the  New  Mint.  His 
intention  of  submitting  this  motion,  he 
observed,  had  arisen  out  of  the  papers 
which  had  recently  been  delivered  to  the 
House  on  this  subject  From  these  papers 
it  appeared,  that  notwithstanding  the  im- 
mense sum  which  had  been  expended  on 
the  building  of  this  magnificent  edifice,  it 
WM  now  found  that  there  were  a  certain 
number  of  persons,  who  it  was  desirable 
should  live  within  the  building,  for 
whom  no  accommodations  were  prepared, 
and,  in  consequence,  four  new  dwelling- 
houses  were  to  be  built,  at  an  expense  of 
4^000^.  The  example  which  this  head  of 
public  expenditure  had  afforded  he  trusted 
would  induce  the  House,  in  future,  to  be 
extremely  scrupulous  in  examining  into 
the  objecta  for  which  they  were  called 
upon  to  grant  money,  and  more  especially 
liben  another  ereat  building—the  neiP 
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Post-office— was  in  contemplation.  The 
hon.  gentleman  then  moved  for  the  fol« 
papers:  1.  "  A  statement  of  the  number 
of  dwelling-bouses,  or  separate  apartments 
used  as  dwelling-houses  in  the  Mint,  toge- 
ther with  the  nftmes  of  the  persons  occupy- 
ing the  same,  and  their  situations  and  em- 
ployments, in  that  department ;  also  of  the 
number  of  persons  who  bad  residences  in  the 
old  Mint,  and  the  situations  and  employ- 
ments which  they  held ;  also  of  the  uses  to 
which  the  residences  or  dwelling-houses 
in  the  old  Mint  have  been  converted.  2. 
An  account  of  the  expense  of  all  ma* 
cbinery  for  coining  erected  in  the  Mint. 
3.  An  account  of  the  amount  of  the  inci«* 
dental  expenses  of  the  Mint  in  the  year 
1814,  as  to  repairs  or  alterations  in  the 
building  or  machinery,  furniture,  and  all 
other  charges.  4.  An  account  of  the 
quantity  of  money  or  tokens  coined  in 
the  New  Mint  since  the  establishment  of 
the  same,  diitinguishing  gold  from  sil?er." 

Mr.  fFeUaky  Pole  said  he  had  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  granting  the  inform- 
ation for  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
moved.  With  respect  to  the  houses 
alluded  to,  he  observed,  that  it  was  consi- 
dered desirable  to  accommodate  a  certain 
number  of  persons  who  had  been  *  im- 
ported '  from  Birmingham,  for  the  purpose 
of  managing  the  machinery  of  the  new 
mint,  within  its  walls ;  but  it  was  found 
impracticable^  notwithstanding  the  extent 
of  the  edifice— hence  it  was  determined  to 
erect  the  buildings  in  question,  which 
would  be  effected  with  every  regard  to 
economy. 

The  motions  were  then  put  and  agreed 
to. 

Motion  roa  extending  the  Peg* 
FEETT-TAX  TG  Ieei^nd.^  Mr.  Bomkes 
moved  that  .the  7  th  Article  of  the  Act  of 
Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
be  read,  which  was  read  accordingly. 
The  hon.  gentleman  then  said,  that  he 
moved  to  have  that  Article  read  to  show 
gentlemen  who  might  be  unwilling  tq 
accede  to  bis  motion,  that  it  was  far  from 
his  intention  to  move  for  any  thing  con- 
trary to  that  Article.  So  far  from  wishing 
for  anv  thing  hostile  to  the  intevests  of 
Ireland,  the  measure  he  had  to  propose, 
would  be,  he  sincerely  believed,  of  extreme 
benefit  not  only  to  the  empire  in  general, 
but  to  Ireland  herself.  This  he  considered 
a  new  era  of  taxation,  and  the  Property - 
tax  should  be  looked  on  as  a  tax  that  wu 
to  exist  for  a  great  number  of  years.    It 
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then  ahoald  be  considered- liow  taxation 
should  fall  most  equally  over  the  entire 
empire,  and  he  must  raise  his  voice  against 
the  injustice  of  having  the  rich  of  Great 
Britdin  subject  to  such  a  heavy  tax  as  that 
tinder    present  consideration,    while  the 
rich  of  another  part  of  the  empire  were 
exempt.     Great  Britain  afforded  the  in- 
teresting phenomenon  of  a  nation  inferior 
in. population  to  many  others  yielding  a 
larger  sum  of  taxation  than  others  of  far 
greater  population,  and  with  a  less  degree 
of  complaint  than  most  nations  paid  their 
taxes.      This  must   be   owing    to  some 
more  wise  and  equal  mode'  of  laying  on 
taxes.    This  wise  and  equal  mode  of  taxa- 
tion would  be  found  only  in  apportioning 
it  to  property ;  and,  in  fact,  what  was  so 
proper  a  source  of  taxation  as  property  ? 
He  would  wish,  then,  that  that  source  of 
taxation  should  be  introduced  into  Ireland. 
It  would  certainly  be  a  better  source  of 
taxation  than  those  articles  which  were 
used  by  the  poor  classes  of  society.     The 
tax  on  soap,  for  instance,  bore  on  those 
who  were    least  able  to  bear  taxMion. 
There  was  also  another  circumstance  to 
be  attended  to  in  laying  on  taxes.    A  tax 
which  would   have  a  demoralizing  ten- 
dency was  certainly  in  that  respect  a 
inuch  worse  one  than  any  other.     The 
tax  on  spirits  and  distilleries  he  had  consi- 
dered in  that  light.     Here  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman read  an  address  from  the  distillers 
of  Ireland  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  in  cor- 
roboration of  his  opinion.    The  duty  on 
distilleries  was  so  high,  that  private  and 
illegal  distillation  was  the  consequence, 
and   spirits  were  sold  much  cheaper  in 
some  places  than  they  could  be,  if  they 
were  only  taxed  fairly,  and  illicit  distilla- 
tion   in    consequence    not    resorted    to. 
Besides,  the  duties  on  distillation  in  many 

5>arts  of  that  country  could  not  be  coU 
ected  without  the  assistance  of  the  mili- 
iary.  This  tended  to  make  the  laws  be 
held  in  less  respect  in  that  country ;  for 
"where  resistance  to  the  law  was  resorted 
to  with  facility  in  one  instance,  the  vene- 
ration for  it  was  diminished  in  every 
instance.  The  hon.  gentlem&n  then  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that  his  motion  would  not 
contravene  the  Articles  of  the  Union, 
which  provided  that  the  taxation  of  Ire- 
land should  be  but  in  proportion  of  two- 
seventeenths  to  that  of  Great  Britain,  for 
twenty  years,  and  then  that  it  should 
undergo  a  revision.  He  was  not  for  equa- 
lizing the  taxes  on  the  countries,  but  only 
for  ezteading  to  Ireland  the  beat  node  of 
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taxation,  and  a  mode  that  be  tfaoug^ht  «vas 
tis  well  adapted  to  Ireland  as  to  this 
country.  He  was  discharging  a  disagree- 
able duty;  but,  however,  from  what  he 
considered  his  duty  he  would  not  shrink. 
He  had  taken  a  vast  deal  of  trouble  to  pro- 
cure the  best  information  possible  on  the 
subject.  He  found  that  Ireland  was  defi- 
cient in  contributing  her  proper  share  to 
the  burthens  of  the  empire ;  and  though 
she  had  certainly  contributed  not  a  Jittte, 
it  was  not  just  that  she  should  not  contri* 
bute  in  an  equal  proportion  with  Oreat 
Britain.  But  he  considered  that  it  was  the 
Property-tax  which  mainly  eiHabled  Great 
Britain  to  contribute  more  in  proporrfon 
than  Ireland  had  done;  and  if  Ireland 
had  that  tax,  sfie  could  have  contributed 
in  her  due  proportion.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  remark  on  the  superior  advan- 
tages of  the  Property-tax  to  those  taxes* 
which  Ireland  now  paid,  under  which 
there  was  a  great  facility  of  evadon,  and 
an  enormous  expense  of  collection.  The  i 
expense  of  collecting  the  revenoe  in  £ng-  ^ 
land,  under  the  ordinary  heads,  was  6L  5«. 
11  £f.  per  cent. ;  of  those  in  Ireland  J  4/. 
135.  per  cent.  The  expense  of  collecting 
the  Property- tax  was  only  2/.  3s,  5d,  per 
cent.  It  was  therefore  the  most  advanta- 
geous  tax,  as  the  great  proportion  of  what 
was  levied  on  the  country  came  into  the 
Exchequei*.  The  imposition  of  this  tax  in 
Ireland  was  far  from  being  a  violation  of 
the  Union,  contemplated  in  that  Act«  and 
mentioned  as  the  eventual  means  of  esti- 
mating the  relative  power  of  the  two 
countries.  The  state  of  the  Bnances  of 
Ireland  rendered  the  adoption  of  tome 
such  measure  most  urgent.  According  to 
the  last  accounts,  the  ordinary  revenue  of 
Ireland  was  5,lQ0fi00l;  the  interest  of  the 
funded  debt  5,400,000/.,  leaving  a  defi- 
ciency of  300,0001.  There  was  an  extra- 
ordinary revenue,  consisting  of  repayments 
from  Great  Britain,  of  304,000^.  in  the 
present  year ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  there 
was  the  interest  of  the  unfunded  debt, 
being  125,000/. ;  charges  of  the  Irish  debt 
funded  in  this  countryi  23,000/. ;  interest  of 
the  loan  of  1811  for  the  service  of  Ireland, 
279,0(X)/.  The  revenue,  therefore,  extra- 
ordinary and  ordinary,  was  5,400,000/.  ; 
the  expense  of  the  debt,  5,900,0001. 
There  was  besides  a  debt  of  11,600,000/L 
due  to  Great  Britain,  consisting  of 
6,100,000/.  excess  of  expense  on  the  part 
of  Great  Britain  above  the  portion  Itipo- 
lated  for  in  the  Act  of  Union ;  4,500,000f. 
a  loan  raised  ia  1811  for  the  lervica 
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of   Irdtnd    by    thii    country,    and    3^ 
years  interest ol*  that  loan,  being  1  »046,000/. 
Though    there    was    such  a   deficiency 
in  the  revenue  of  Ireland,  there  wasstiJJ  to 
be  provided  for  her  share  the  garrent  ex- 
penditure, which  at  the  rate  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  last  year,  was  9,100,000/. 
The  whole  of   this,   together   with   the 
500,000/.  excels  of  the  interest  of  debt 
above  the  revenue,  was  to  be  provided  for. 
It  was,  and  always  had  been  the  practice 
to  raise  a  great  portion  of  the  revenue  of 
Ireland  by  loans,  to  such  an  extent,  that 
iC  Great  Britain  had  followed  that  plan  to 
the  same  extent,  the  capital  of  our  debt 
would  have  exceeded  ita  present  nominal 
amount  by  400,000,000/.    of   stock,    or 
about  22:^,000,000/.  in  money.    Ireland 
ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  run  on  in  the 
system  of  borrowing,  till  she  would  be 
no  longer   able  to  pay.    She   was   too 
much  in  the  system  of  having  recourse  to 
loansi  which  she  had  raised  at  7-|  per 
cent.    She  had  gone  back  in  the  last  three 
years  four  hundred  thousand  pounds,  and 
was  unable  even  to  pay  the  interest  of  her 
debt.    Bui  what  article  would  gentlemen 
say  could  bear  an  increase  of  taxation  in 
Ireland?  Could  the  distilleries  or  the  im- 
ports into  Ireland  bear  it  ?  The  increase 
of  revenue  in  1812,  was  only  in  duties  on 
ditilleries,  tobacco,  &c.:  in  1815,  on  to- 
bacco, hides,  and  distilleries:    in   1814, 
on   auctions,   East-India   goods,  stamps, 
postage,    and    a    new  schedule   of  the 
customs.     He  could    not  conceive  that 
the  present  system  was  advantageous  to 
Ireland,    as    it   was    only    running    her 
deeper  in  debt.    It  was  not  beneficial  to 
England,  u  it  did  not  enable  Ireland  to 
pay  her  proportion  to  the  joint  expend i* 
ture.    The  hon.  gentleman  then  argued, 
that  as  the  people  of  Ireland  were  assimi- 
lated to  the  people  of  England  in  manners 
and  civilization,  their  system  of  taxation 
ought    to  be  assimilated.    He    did    not 
mean  to  propose  the  time  or  the  propor- 
tion in  which  this  tax  should  be  extended 
to  Ireland,  but  be  looked  to  it  as  an  event 
which  ought  to  be  adopted  at  no  great 
distance.    The  collection  of  taxes  in  Ire- 
land was  at  present  attended  with  much 
difficulty.    The    taxation    on  distilleriei 
could  not  be  collected  in  many  parts  of 
that  country  without  the  assistance  of  the 
militarv.    In  part  of  the  county  of  Done- 
gal, soldiers  were  regularly  obliged  to  be 
.  called  out  to  assist  in  the  collection  of  taxes 
from  the  distilleries.     What  was  the  state 
of  the  conotry  where  the  taxes  could  not 


be  collected  without  the  military  }  His 
measure  would  make  the  collection  of 
taxes  easy,  and  would  have  a  tendency 
to  make  the  people  amenable  to  the  laws. 
Therefore,  supposing  it  as  turbulent  and 
unlawful  as  it  had  been  by  some  persons 
represented  to  be,  this  tax  would  be  pro* 
perly  applied  to  that  country.  The  lower 
class  would  be  entirely  ('Xempted  from  it; 
and  those  who  would  be  subject  to  it, 
were  those  who  were  most  likely  to  hold 
the  laws  in  the  highest  respect.  The 
man  of  50/.  a  year  would  not  be  at  *all 
affected  by  it.  The  principle  of  the  tax 
he  considered  fair  to  Ireland  as  well  as  to 
England ;  for  though  one  was  a  poorer 
and  the  other  a  richer  country,  and  though 
ten  millions  on  a  poor  country  would  be 
a  heavier  burthen  than  ten  millions  on  a 
rich  country,  yet  a  tenth  or  a  fifth  part  of 
the  property  of  each  would  leave  them 
both  in  the  same  relative  situation  to  each 
other.  Another  advantage  of  this  tax 
was,  that  it  could  be  collected  cheaper 
than  the  present  taxation  of  Ireland  was. 
He  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  tax  was 
an  advantage  in  itself  and  abstractedly 
uken;  for  all  taxes  were  grievances; 
however  necessary,  and  he  did  not  sop* 
pose  that  the  people  of  England  were 
fonder  of  them  for  their  own  sake  than 
the  people  of  Ireland;  but  he  meant  a 
comparative  advantage.  The  Property- 
tax  was  collected  in  England  for  2/.  ^t,  5d» 
per  cent.,  while  the  collection  of  the  taxa- 
tion of  Ireland  cost  14/.  I3s.  per  cent.' 
Besides,  the  officers  in  the  employment  of 
collecting  the  present  taxes  could  be 
employed  in  the  collection  of  this  tax. 
The  general  principle  of  the  measure  was 
then  the  only  thing  to  be  considered. 
Ireland  ought  to  bear  her  share  of  the 
general  taxation^  and  her  taxation  ought 
to  be  put  on  the  best  footing.  Ireland, 
he  allowed,  had  made  great  exertions,  but 
he  lamented  that  those  exertions  had  not 
been  more  judiciously  applied.  If  instead 
of  many  other  of  her  taxes,  ahe  bad  had 
this  tax  since  the  Union,  he  was  con* 
vinced  she  would  now  be  a  much  richer, 
happier,  and  more  prosperous  country. 
It  was  not  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche- 
quer for  Ireland  who  was  to  dictate  what 
uxes  were  or  were  not  fit  for  her ;  no, 
nor  even  the  whole  of  the  members  for 
Ireland :  but  it  was  the  aggregate  wtsdodt 
of  that  House  that  was  to  determine  what 
were  the  taxes  most  suitable  to  her.  She 
was  a  country  with  an  increasing  debt« 
and  a  decreasing  revenue ;  in  the  three 
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last  yean  the  had  a  deficiency  of  400,000l. 
He  calculated  up  to  the  5tb  of  last  Ja- 
nuary. The  fact  ww,  that  the  people  of 
Ireland  must  ba?e  some  tax*  and  there • 
fore  there  ought  to  be  no  hesitation  in 
adopting  a  mode  of  taxation  which  had 
been  found  so  beneficial  to  this  country ; 
a  mode  which  alone  had  enabled  us  to 
look  the  dangers  which  threatened  us  in 
the  face.  The  Property-tax  had  been 
proposed  for  England*  as  if  it  was  to  last 
onl}'  one  year;  but  he  was  sure  if  the 
question  could  be  put  wiih  propriety  to 
bis  right  hon.  friend,  he  would  say,  that 
he  would  by  no  means  recommend  the 
taking  it  off  at  that  period,  as  he  most  be 
aware  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  part 
with  a  tax  so  serviceable  and  indispensable 
in  the  situation  in  which  the  country  was 
about  to  be  plunged ;  and  it  was  equally 
impossible  for  this  part  of  the  empire 
to  bear  any  longer  to  give  Ireland  such 
favour  with  respect  to  the.  Property -tax 
as  would  throw  upon  England  the  whole 
of  the  burthen.  The  hon«  gentleman 
concluded  with  moving,  *«  That,  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  the  seventh  article 
of  ,the  Treaty  of  Union  more  effec- 
tually into  execution,  and  for  enabling 
Ireland  to  defray  the  proportionate  part 
of  the  joint  contribution  stipulated  therein, 
it  is  expedient  that  the  profits  arising 
from  property,  professions,  trades,  and 
offices,  within  that  part  of  the  United 
Kingdom,  be  made  available  towards  that 
otrject/' 

Mr.  Diwia  Gidtfy  said,  he  had  not 
come  to  the  House  with  any  view  of  se* 
Gonding  the  motion;  but  after  what  he 
bad  heard,  he  could  not  sufier  it  to  fall  to 
the  ground,  and  would  therefore  support 
it.  He  coincided  with  a  great  deal  of 
what  had  been  said  by  the  hon.  mover, 
bnt  yet  he  expressed  his  unwillingness 
to  press  the  extension  of  the  Property-tax 
lo  Ireland  at  present,  especially  as  a  com- 
mittee above  stairs  was  occupied  in  exa- 
mining the  financial  concerns  of  that  coun- 
try ;  and  he  was  free  to  say,  that  if  it 
ahould  appear  to  that  committee  that 
Ireland  was  incapable  of  contributing 
two-seventeenths  of  the  expence  of  the 
united  empire,  he  should  be  ready  to  en- 
tertain a  proposition  for  reducing  that 
proportion,  although  it  was  so  settled  at 
the  period  of  the  Union. 

Mr.  Ve$ey  Pitngeraiduud,  that  be  should 
most  willingly  have  given  way  to  the 
right  hon.  baronet  (sir  J.  Niiwport,  who 
rose  at  th^  same  time  that  he  did),  par* 
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ticolarly  as  h«  feared  that  he  wm    la- 
bouring under  severe  indisposition  ;    l>ot 
he  was  anxtous,  called  upon  as  he  limd 
been,  so  distinctly  and  repeatedly  bw  the 
hon.    gentleman   in    the   course  of     hie 
•peech,  not  to  lose  any  time  in  settings 
himself  right  in  the  eyes  of  the  House  end 
of  the  country— and  he  flatured  hinaeelf 
he  should  be  able  to  show  how   cimii- 
pletely  unfounded   the  basis  was,   opoo 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  rested  ihe 
whole  of  hi9  argument    But  before   he 
proceeded  to  advert  to  what  bad  fiillef» 
from  the  hon.  eentleman,  the  Honae  woold 
forgive  him,  if  he  expressed  bis  ngre^ 
that  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Davies  GMj} 
had  been  induced  to  second  the  motiott^ 
agreeing,  as  be  did,  with  the  hon.  mover 
only  upon  general  principles,  but  differing 
from  him  on  the  mo&t  important  point* 
namely,  the  applicability  of  the  meaaare 
to  Ireland  at  the  present  period.    For  tbe 
hon.  gentleman,  who  seconded  tbe  metioD* 
had   distinctly  stated,   that    he  doobted 
both  the  policy  and  the  practicability  of 
carrying  the  motion  into  effect  at  present^ 
and  had  adverted  to  the  expediency,  €»r 
perhaps  the  necessity,  of  a  revision  of  tbe 
principles  upon  which  the  joint  contribo* 
tions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland   were 
founded  at  the  Union.    He  was  happy  to 
have  it  in  his  power  to  do  justice  to  the 
sentiments  by  which  that  hon.  gentlemao 
was  animated  every  where,  but  parties* 
larly  in  tbe  committee  which  had  been 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  slate  of  tbe 
finances  of  Ireland.    The  question  now 
before  the  House  was  of  much  too  high 
a  nature,  and  embraced  too  many  impor- 
tant considerations,  to  be  argued  or  de* 
cided  upon  the  narrow  grounds  which  tbe 
hon.  gentleman  had  urged  to  the  Hoaae. 
It  was  much  too  great  a  question  to  be 
treated  as  a  mere  naked  measure  of  finance- 
In  considering  a  question  of  this  nature. 
it  was  necessary  that  the  House  should 
bear  in  mind—indeed,  it  was  impossible 
to  put  out  of.  view«-the   political,  tbe 
local,  the  natural  state  of  that  couniry,  of 
which  the  hon.  gentleman  had  candidlj 
confessed  himself  to  be  completely  igno« 
rant ;  or  he  would  rather  say,  with  respect 
to  which  the  hon.  gentleman  certainly 
wanted  a  great  deal  of  information.    Hie 
very  arguments  which  be  had  urged,  and 
the  conclusions  he  had  drawn,  sboweip 
how  completely  misinformed  he  was  with 
respect  to  the  state  of  Ireland. 

He  should  now  proceed  to  follow  the 
hon.  gentleman  tbroogh  his  ftateoeitt^ 
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not  only  for  tbe  porpoie  of  vindicaling 
hiniBelf  tod  hit  predecettort^  in  the  oiBco 
which  he  hud  ibe  honour  to  hold,  hot  to 
▼iodicete  Ireland  from  the  charges  which 
Ibe  hon.  gentleman  had  brooght  against 
ber.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  given  to 
tbe  Hooae  a  statement  of  the  debt  of  Ire> 
land^of  her  reseorces,  and  of  the  deficiency 
•f  her  proportion  of  the  joint  contribution. 
The  House  eroold  not  be  surprised  if  be 
was  not  prepared  to  go  minutely  into  an 
iRTestigation  of  all  the  financial  calceht- 
tions-'of  the  hon.  gentleman ;  because  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  suppose^  that 
the  hon.  gentleman  wonkl  have  thooffht 
it  necessary  to  Introduce  them  in  this  dis- 
CQssion.  He  conceived  that  it  would  be 
merely  necessary  for  him  to  show  to  the 
Hon^e*  that  it  would  be  inexpedient,  under 
tbe  present  cipcumstances.  to  apply  the 
Property*taz  to  Ireland,  which  it  was  pro* 
posed  to  enact  in  Oreat  Britain  for  one 
year  only.  It  was  true  that  the  hon. 
member  had  said,  that  he  did  not  consider 
that  tax  as  applied  in  Great  Britain  for 
one  year  only ;  but  it  would  not  be  fair  to 
call  upon  him  to  refute  tbe  opinion  which 
the  hon.  gi>ntl*fnian  chpse  to  entertain 
upon  the  subject.  The  hon.  gentleman 
did  not  think  proper,  upon  that  subject,  to 
give  credit  to  his  right  lion*  frieitid,  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  who  had 
proposed  it  for  one  year ;  or  to  the  House, 
who  had  voted  it  for  that  pt- nod-— be  took 
his  solitsry  stand,  and  said,  This  tax  is  not 
voted  for  one  ycHr,  because  I  ihink  it  is 
not ;  against  sac  h  a  mode  of  reasoning, 
the  House  would  not  expect  him  to  con* 
tend.  But  though  he  bald  not  brooght  all 
the  documents  whit  b  would  be  necessary 
to  eU'ible  him  to  follow  tbe  hon.  gentle- 
man through  the  whole  of  his  statement, 
his  memory  was  sufficiently  aoeuratci  be 
hoped,  to  enable  him  to  point  out  inno* 
merable  errors  into  which  he  had  fallen, 
ladeedy  there  were  some  parts  of  the  hon. 
gentleman's  sutement,  in  which  his  mis* 
takes  were  so  obvious,  that  they  could  not 
escape  the  observation  of  those  who  had 

J  aid  even  the  slightest  attention  to  tbe 
nances  of  Ireland.  The  result,  however, 
of  the  hon.  gentleman's  calculations,  was, 
fbat  there  was  a  very  considerable  balance 
against  Ireland;  and  as  he  bad  applied 
himself  particularly  to  the  last  three  years, 
the  weight  of  bra  charges  fell  upon  him, 
and  upon  fan  right  hon*  friend  who  sat  near 
him  (Mr.  Wellesley  Pole).  It  was,  how^ 
ever,  a  Kttle  hard,  that  as  tbe  hon.  gen* 
tleman  bed  directed  Us  charges  agdnat 
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the  last  three  years  of  tbe  administration 
of  the  finances  of  Ireland,  he  should  hav« 
thought  it  fair  to  associate  with  them  the 
debt  contracted  in  1811,  under  ctrcum*. 
stances  of  a  yiery  peculiar  nature.  The 
boo.  gentleman  had  asserted,  that,  for  the 
two  last  yetrs,  he  (Mr.  Fitxgerald)  had 
been  unable  to  provide  ways  and  means 
to  meet  the  expenses,  and  bad  spoken 
lightly  of  the  exertions  made  by  Ireland 
in  that  period*  ■exertions  which,  he  would 
say  without  fear  of  contradiction,  were 
greater  than  were  ever  made  by  any 
conntry  situated  as  Ireland  was;  whicb 
were  great,  evea  when  put  in  comparisoit 
with  those  of  England  at  the  con^mence^ 
ment  of  the  present  reign,  when  she  wa* 
great,  powerful,  and  wealthy.  It  was  not 
necessary  for  him  to  enter  into  a  defence 
of  the  transactions  of  1811 ;  but  he  might 
be  permitted  to  remind  the  House,  that> 
with  reipect  to  thai  loan,  Mr.  Perceval 
then  said,  not  indeed  that  it  was  to  be 
considered  as  cancelled,  but  that  there 
were  circumstances  connected  with  tbe 
proportions  of  the  contribution  as  fixed  at 
the  Union,  which  ought  to  be  maturely 
considered  by  Oreat  Briuin,  and  that  the 
consideration  of  that  Loan  ought  to  be 
deferred  till  one  of  those  periods,  when, 
by  the  articles  of  the  Union,  the  debts  of 
the  two  countries  were  to  come  under  the 
revision  of  Parliament. 

In  proceeding  to  controteft  the  mrgu* 
fiients  of  the  hon.  gentleman,  he  begged 
that  he  might  not  be  supposed  to  insimiate, 
that  the  hOQ.  gentleman  had  intentionally, 
mis-stated  any  of  the  figures,  or  htd  urged 
any  argument,  of  the  valtdity  of  which 
he  was  not  himself  convinced;  he  enter-* 
tained  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  hon. 
gentleman,  and  fell  too  sincere  a  r^ect 
tor  him,  to  insinoute  any  thing  of  tbe  kind; 
and,  therefore,  if,  in  the  warmth  of  die* 
cussion,  anv  expression  should  happen  to 
fall  from  him  that  might  be  soppuaed 
capable  of  such  e  meaning,  he  begged  to 
declare,  that  nothing  could  be  further  from 
his  intention.  The  hon.  gentleman  began 
by  stating,  that  besides  the  loan  of  1811, 
there  was  6,l00,000li  doe  to  Great  BHtam 
from  Irelaiid,  making,  together,  abovo 
eleven  millions.  And  here  it  was  necea* 
sary  to  observe,  that  the  bon.  gcntleonm, 
throughout  the  whole  of  bis  argument, 
had  done  that  which  it  was  impossible  Id 
do,  consistently  with  any  fair  or  even  in« 
telligible  view  of  the  subject  ;'i*-*he  bad 
formed  all  his  calculatioiis  upon  tbe  iop»* 
puaitiOD,  that  the  aoconnla  of  tbe  yaar 
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ending  on  the  5th  of  January,  were  made 
up  on  that  day.  The  House  knew  very 
well,  that  the  joint  accounts  were  not  set* 
tied  at  that  period,  and,  therefore,  any 
arguments  or  jcalculations  founded  upon 
that  supposition,  must  be  erroneous.  He 
begged,  in  the  first  place,  to  observe,  that 
of  this  sum  of  6,100,000/.,  3,500,000/.  re- 
mained in  the  Exchequer  of  Great  Britain, 
applicable  to  the  uses  of  the  contribution 
account,  and  2,000,000/.  surplus  remained 
in  Ireland,  to  be  remitted  to  this  country 
on  further  account.  Every  exertion  had 
been,  made  to  accomplish  remittances  to 
this  country,  on  accou.pt  of  the  debt  due 
on  contribution  account ;  but  it  had  been 
found  impossible  to  make  remittances  to 
a  greater  extent  than  1,250,000/.  without 
injuriously  interfering  with  the  mercantile 
concerns  of  Ireland.  When  his  right  hon. 
friend  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
last  year,  stated  the  English  Budget,  he 
estimated  the  whole  contribution  of  Ire- 
land at  8,700,000/, ;  but  in  point  of  fact, 
the  charge  was  10,500,000/.,  exceeding 
the  estimate  by  1,800,000/. ;  and  that  sum, 
the  hon.  gentleman  had  conceived  himself 
warranted  in  classing  as  a  part  of  the 
debt  doe  by  Ireland  to  Great  Britain,  for 
which  provision  should  have  been  made, 
although  the  hon.  gentleman  ought  to  have 
been  aware,  that  the  knowledge  of  this 
additional  charge  could  only  be  derived 
from  the  documents  which  had  been  laid 
upon  the  table  a  few  days  ago,  containing 
the  accounta  of  the  expenditure  of  each 
country.  Instead,  therefore,  of  a  defi- 
ciency of  0,100,000/.,  as  stated  by  the 
hon.  gentleman,  there  was,  in  point  of 
fact,  a  deficiency  only  of  800,000/.;  and 
bad  it  not  been  for  an  excess  of  expen- 
diture over  estimate,  there  would  have 
been  a  surplus  of  nearly  1,000,000/. 

The  bon.  gentleman  then  adverted  to 
the  loans  raised  for  Ireland  within  the 
last  three  years,  which,  he  said,  had  been 
raised  at  7|  per  cent. ;  be  then  stated  the 
amount  of  the  tax  raised  to  pay  the  in- 
terest, in  which,  he  said,  there  was  a  de- 
ficiency of  400,000/.  in  the  same  period 
as  the  provision  ought  to  have  been 
l,600,000i.,  and  actually  produced  but 
1|200^,000/.  ^He  would  take  upon  himself 
t^  convince  the  hon.  gentleman,  that  he 
was  completely  mistaken  on  both  those 
poinu.  In  ihe  year  1812,  4,700,000/.  was 
raised  in  Eneland,  at  a  charge,  including 
Ihe  sinking  iund,  of  7/.  Ot.  OJ.  per  cent. ; 
and  a  loan  was  raised  in  Ireland  of 
1,500,000/.  at  the  leiser  charge  of  6/.  4^. 
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In  1815,  6,500,000/.  was  raised  io    Eng- 
land, at  7/.4«.  Id.  per  cent.  \  and  2,000«000/L 
in  Ireland,  at  6/.  Ms.  \d.    And  in     1814, 
5,958,000/.    was  raised   in   England,     at 
5/.  18«.  0</.,  and  3,000,000/.  in  Ireland,  at 
5/.   lU.  9^.      [Mr.   Bankes   seeming   lo 
doubt  the  accuracy  of  the  latter     state- 
ment], Mr.  Fitzgerald  said,  he  was  quite 
certain  that    he  was   correct;    because, 
though   for  the   reason    he    had    before 
stated,  he  had  not  brought  all  the  neces- 
sary documenu  down  to  the  House,    be 
recollected  perfectly  well  having  called 
the  attention  of  the  House,  last  year,   to 
this  extraordinary  circumstance,  of  the 
Irish  Loan  having  been  borrowed  on  lower 
terms  than  the  English,  notwithsUndiog 
the  legal  rate  of  interest  in  Ireland  was 
one  per  cent,  higher  than  it  was  in  Eng- 
land.    The  entire  charge,  therefore,  for 
these  years,  was,  in  1812,  422,000/. — in 
1815,  595,000/.-^and  in  1814,  521,000/., 
making  an  aggregate,  for  the  three  years, 
of    1,540,000/.       The    estimate    of  the 
taxes,  to  meet  this  charge,  was,  in  1812, 
468,000/.— 1813,  600,000/. ;  and,  in  1814, 
535,000/.,  amounting  to  1,605,000/.     He 
had  no  objection  to  meet  the  hon.  gentle* 
man  on  the  ground  he  had  taken,  either 
with  respect  to  the  nature  of  the  taxes,  or 
the  pace  they  had  kept  with  the  bur- 
thens of  the  country.    The  increase  of  the 
revenue  in  1815,  over  that  of  1812,   was 
1,561,900/.     The  estimate  of  the  taxes 
was  1,603,000/.,' the  deficiency,  therefore, 
was  but  230,000/. ;  and,  as  in  the  produce 
which  he  had  stated,  credit  was  only  given 
to  him  for  six  months,  of  the  taxes  laid  on 
by  him  last  year,  he  had  a  just  right  to 
assume,  that  the  other  half-year's  produce 
would  be  267,000/.,  which  would  yield  an 
exceeding  of  nearly  40»000/. 

He  begged  to  observe,  that  he  should 
not  have  been  surprised  'if  the  new  taxes 
had  been  unproductive  last  year,  because 
they  frequently  were  so,  not  only  in  Ire- 
land, but  in  England  also,  the  nrst  year 
they  were  laid  on.  Besides,  in  Ireland 
the  sources  of  taxation  were  so  narrow, 
that  individuals  were  frequently  able  to 
anticipate  the  taxes  that  were  to  be  ini- 
posed,  and  were  consequently  enabled 
very  much  to  diminish  the  receipt  of  the 
tax  for  a  certain  period  after  it  was  im- 
posed. The  hon.  gentleman  had  animad- 
verted upon  the  materials  upon  which  the 
taxes  in  Ireland  were  imposed ;  they  were, 
he  said,  almost  always  the  same,  such  as 
the  duties  on  spirits,  sometimes  raised, 
sometimes  lowered,  tobacco,  stamps;  and 
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vre  had  last  year,  said  the  hon.  gentleman, 
a  schedule  of  the  customs.     Id  hit  ena- 
meration  of  the  articles  of  Uzation,  the 
hon.  gentleman  had  totally  omitted  the 
very  great  augmentation  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  assessed  taxes,  and  it  was 
some  consolation  to   him   to  find,  that 
what  had  been  represented  as  one  of  the 
most  objectionable  of  his  taxes  was  so 
soon  forgotten.    Bat  was  the  House  aware 
that  what  the  hon.  gentleman  had  passed 
so  slightly  as  a  mere  regulation  of  the 
Customs,  was,  in  fact,  no  less  than  the 
important  measure  of  equalizing  the  whole 
of  the  Custom-duties  of  Ireland  to  those 
of  Great  Britain — a  measure  more  exten* 
ftive  than  ever  had  been  adopted  in  Eng- 
land, and  by  which  the  Cu8tom*duties  were 
made  permanent  in  Ireland,  as  in  England, 
and  all  the  English  war-duties  were  thereby 
adopted  In  that  country.    The  House,  he 
hoped,  would  forgive  him  for  going  into 
this  detail,  because  no  one  could  hare 
supposed  that  what  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  lightly  spoken  of  as  a  schedule  of  the 
customs,  was  really  such  a  measure  as  he 
had  now  described.     He  did  not  arrogate 
to  himself  any  credit  for  having  brought 
forward  that  measure,  because   he  bad 
merely  discharged  his  duty ;  hot  surely, 
if  any  man  had  ever  departed  from  that 
system,  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had 
reproached  him  with,  of  not  looking  diffi* 
en  I  ties  in  the  face,  and  making  exertions 
to  meet  the  pressure  of  the  day,  he  had 
done  it  in  the  instance  to  which  he  al- 
lud<*d. 

With  respect  to  spirits,  he  could  not 
help  observing  that  the  observations  which 
had  been  made  upon  this  subject  at  dif- 
ferent times,  were  extremely  inconsistent. 
When  a  right  hon.  friend  of  his  (Mr. 
Foster)  had  proposed  to  diminish  the  duty 
on  spirits,  it  was  objected  to  as  being  cal- 
culated to  injure  the  health,  and  to  de- 
moralize the  people,  by  making  spirits 
cheap.  When  the  duties  were  afterwsirds 
raised,  partly  In  consequence  of  the  re- 
commendation of  a  committee  for  the 
purpose  of  encouraging  the  use  of  malt 
liquor  in  Ireland,  objections  were  again 
made,  and  he  thought  rather  inconsis- 
tently, and  so  thought  an  hon*  gentleman 
opposite  to  him  (Mr.  Wilberibrce),  who 
now  cheered  the  hon.  gentleman,  and 
supported  him,  who  was  himself  a  member 
of  that  committee,  and  who,  on  the  occa- 
sioir  alluded- to>  supported  the  increase  of 
^oty  on  spirits,  on  the  principle  of  en- 
couraging the  coMumption  of  malt-liquor 


in  preference.   So  much  for  1812.— la 

1813,  the  taxes  were  on  tobacco,  excise 
upon  leather,  assessed  taxes,  postage^ 
and  malt.  There  was  not  one  of  thoio 
taxes  that  had  not  ex6eeded  the  estimate, 
particularly  the  malt-duty.  There  was^ 
at  the  same  time,  a  duty  of  6dL  upon 
spirits,  which  was  pressed  upon  him  bf 
the  representatives  of  Ireland,  and  neces* 
sarily  concurrent  with  the  increased  duty 
on  malt.  Last  year  there  was  the  "  sche- 
dule of  the  customs ;"  but  the  hon.  gentle- 
man said,  there  were  spirits  again— there 
was  so,  but  the  hon.  gentleman  knew 
very  well  the  circumstances  under  which 
it  was  imposed— he  knew  that  it  was  done 
to  remove,  if  possible,  the  jealousies  and 
apprehensions  of  the  distillers  of  England, 
and  to  do  away  objections  that  had  beea 
urged  to  the  intercourse  of  spirits,  to 
which  Ireland  is  entitled  under  the  Act  of 
Union.  There  was  a  paper,  to  which 
the  hon.  gentleman  might  have  had  ac- 
cess, as  it  had  been  laid  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  Finances,  up  stairs.  The  state- 
ments in  that  paper  were  of  a  most  satis- 
factory nature,  and  with  the  permission 
of  the  House,  he  would  read  some  extracts 
from  it,  to  show  the  inaccuracy  both  of 
the  hon.  gentleman's  statements  and  of 
his  conclusions. 

Mr.  Fit2gerald  then  stated,  that  the 
produce  of  malt  in  1802,  was  1 16,000(— ^ 
in  1811,  348,000/.— and  in  1814.566,0001. 
He  would  not  trouble  the  House  with 
going  through  all  the  small  articles  con- 
tained in  that  paper,  but  merely  touch 
upon  the  leading  ones.  Spirits,  in  1802, 
produced  270,000/.— in  1811, 685,000/.— 
in  1814,  1,575,000/.  Tobacco,  in  1802,. 
gave    140,000/.— in   1811,  311,000/.— in 

1814,  504,000/.  Hearth-money  had  in- 
creased from  32,000/.,  in  1802,  to  04,000/. 
in  1814.  The  Assessed-taxes  had  been 
doubled,  quadrupled,  and  quintupled. 
The  Serranu  duty  had  been  increased 
fourfold.  Windows,  in  the  last  three 
years,  had  been  increased  100,000/.  With- 
out going  into  nlore  details,  he  should 
only  observe,  that  many  thousand  in- 
stances had  occurred,  in  which  articles 
had  been  brought  to  charge  under  the 
assessed  taxea,  which  had  never  been 
made  prodactiTe  before;  and  he  wonld 
show,  when  he  came  to  state  his  badge! 
to  the  House,  improvements  which  had 
been  made  in  the  collection  of  tazei, 
which  were  absolutely  unexampled. 

He  would  now,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Hoiaae«  prtoeed  to  atete  the  anioimt 
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of  the  ref eQoei  io  the  three  yenn  which 
the  bon.  geotleman  bad  lelected  for  hi« 
particalar  aoimadvertioo.  In  181$,  it 
was  6,01d.448iL«»iQ  1814,  9, 160 J  90/.— 
90d.  ID  1815«  6.7ia,056/.-.[Mr.  Baokea 
faid,  acrou  the  Hoote,  **  gross  revenue  ?"] 
ivvJCerttioly  he  was  speaking  of  gross  re* 
venue ;  and  he  was  perfectly  jastified  in 
so  taking  ii;  for  the  propositions  of  the 
joint  contrihotion  were  founded  upon  the 
gro8s»  not  the  net  revenoe.    The  bon. 

Sentleman  had  repeatedly  noticed  the 
ifiereace  of  the  expense  of  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  in  the  two  countries :  in 
Ireland  it  was  above  14  per  cent.,  whereas, 
in  England*  it  was  little  more  than  0  per 
cent.  That  was  true ;  hut  the  reason  must 
l^  obvious  Io  any  one  who  considered  the 
different  amount  of  the  revenues  of  the 
two  countries.  In  the  one  they  were 
about  65  millions,  and  in  the  other  about 
aiz  millions.  A  moment's  reflection  must 
cenvince  the  House,  that  the  expense  of 
collection  must  be  greater  in  Ireland, 
where,  though  the  sum  to  be  collected 
was  smaller,  yet  the  establishment  was 
nearly  as  large  as  it  was  in  Great  Britain, 
nnd  the  number  of  the  persons  employed 
nearly  as  great.  But  if  the  revenues  of 
Irelaud  were  to  be  increased  three-fold, 
the  collection  would  remain  the  same,  and 
then  they  would  be  raised  at  less  than 
5  per  cent,  and*  therefore,  cheaper  than 
they  were  collected  in  Great  Britain. 
The  bon.  gentleman  had  of  course  fallen 
into  a  similar  fallacy  with  regard  to  the 
Property«tax,  which  he  said  was  not  above 
fU,  i$.  5d*  per  cent  But  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman and  the  House  must  be  aware, 
that  a  very  large  proportion  of  the  Pro« 
perty^tax  was  collected  without  any  ex- 
pense at  all,  he  meant  that  which  was 
dedoctm)  frous  the  dividends  paid  at  the 
Bank.  Besides,  it  was  to  be  recollected, 
that  in  England,  the  commissioners  were 
not  paid* 

He  thought  it  right  here  to  advert  to  a 
mistake  ioia  which  the  hon.  gentleman 
had  fallen«-a  mistake,  however,  in  which 
it  was  highly  important,  that  neither  the 
Uooie  npr  the  hon.  gentleman  shoold 
for  a  moment  continue.  The  hon.  gen- 
tleman bad  stated,  th«t  the  military  io 
Ireland  were  employed  in  the  collection 
of  tixe  revenue,  and  particularly  that 
which  was  raised  upon  the  distillers. 
{Nothing  conld  he  more  unfounded  than 
that  staiemaat  of  the  hon.  member.  The 
rpvenne  in  Ireland,  of  nvevy  kind,  was 
rainftd  by  Ibo  «i.vil  ufficecaa  eupployed  lor 
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that  purpose,  without  any  interference 
aid  of  the  military.    The  mistake  of  the 
hon.  gentleman,  he  supposed,  was  founded 
upon  the  circumstance  of  the  miliinrj 
being  employed  in  putting  down  illegal 
distill|tion,  and  in  assisting  to  apprehend 
persons  who  had  violated,  or  were   Tio- 
lating  the  penal    law  of   the    country. 
Outrages  certainly  had  been  committeid 
in    particular  cases,  and  resistance   bad 
been  offered ;  but  it  was  when  attempts 
were  made  to  seize  illegal  stills,  and  noc 
when  the  civil  officers  were  collecting 
the  revenue.    He  did  not  mean  to  coo* 
ceal  facts  from  the  House,  or  to  deny  thee 
great  outrages  had  at  various  times  6eeo 
committed.    He  did  not  wish  to  hide  the 
dark  side  of  the  picture;  the  people  of 
Ireland  had  enough  to  be  proud  of;  ihey 
were  known  to  be  gallant,  generoue,  and 
brave;  and  those  very  disorders  which 
every  one  lamented,  might  be  the  ehnlli- 
tions   of   minds,  more   ardent  and    less 
cultivated  perhaps  than  yours,  bat  pos- 
sessing some  of  the  finest  sentiments  that 
adorn  human  nature.    I  think,  aaid  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  I  know  my  coon- 
try  ;  and  if  the  hon.  mover  was  acquainted, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  with  our  wishes 
or  our  feelings,  he  would  not  have  de- 
scribed us  as  ne  has  done  to  the  House 
to-night    But  will  not  the  House  require 
some  more  data  to  proceed  upon,  before 
they  adopt  the  hon.  gentleman's  propoai- 
tion?    He  repeated--of  that  propositioo 
he  meant  not  to  complain,  he  felt  every 
respect  for   the  quarter  from  which    it 
proceeded,  and  for  the  public  motives  by 
which  it  was  dictated ;  but  had  the  bon. 
gentleman  formed  even  the  va^ue  esti* 
mate  of  what  the  produce  of  this  tax  in 
Ireland  might  be,  if  we  were  to  proceed 
upon  any  of  those  grounds  upon  which 
the  Union  proportion  of  contribution  had 
been  calculated ;  and  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  saying,  that  erroneous  as  he  believed 
them  to  be,  as  the  measure  of  our  espen* 
ditnre,  or  of  oar  means,  they  would  be 
found  still  more  fall|icious  as  a  scale  of 
the  respective  income  or  property  of  the 
two  islands ;  yet,  adopting  that  proportion 
for  the  sake  of  argument  only,  the  pro* 
dace  of  a  property-tax  in  Ireland,  takinsr 
the  highest  relative  produce  .which  had 
ever  been  yielded  in  Great  Britain,  the 

Koduce  from  Ireland  at  3-17ths  would 
I  (he  would  state  it  generally)  inamount^ 
1,600,00011  The  hon.  gentleman  would 
bear  in  mind,  and  it  must  not  escape  the 
recoUectioo  of  the  Houi^  that  this  waa 
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f^iviDg  credit  lo  Ireland  for  a  eollecUon 
«f  the  uz  in  the  first  year  of  iu  app^ca- 
tion,  under'  circamatances  of  difficulty, 
^ivhich  be  would  advert  to  by-and-bye,  as 
mccurate,  as  vigilant,  and  perfect  as  the 
experience  of  sixteen  years^  and  the  en> 
actment  of  successive  laws,  had  made  it 
in  Great  Britain*    if  he  were  to  compare 
the  probable  produce  of  this    duty  in 
Ireland,  with  that  which  it  had  yielded 
in  Great  Britain  on  its  first  introduction 
there,  he  need  not  tell  the  hon.  gentleman 
2*17ths  would  not  aid  him  much  in  pro- 
vidtoff  ways  and  means  for  this  single  year, 
for  which  he  had  been  good  enough  to 
undertake  for  him  to  find  a  supply  ;— >but 
what  further.  Sir,  was  to   be  deducted 
from  this  sum  of  a  million  and  a  half, 
which  we  thus  hope  to  receive  ? — first,  the 
Property* tax  now  paid  in  this  country  by 
Irish  proprietors  resident  in  Great  Bri- 
tain.    It  is  difficult  to  estimate,  and  im- 
possible to  ascertain  the  amount  of  that 
absentee  property,  which  thus  contributes 
lo  the  British  exchequer.     In  the  year 
1 804,  the  state  of  the  exchanges  between 
Great   Britain  and   Ireland,  which  had 
risen  to  an  inordinate  height  against  Ire- 
land, were  brought,  by  a  right  hon.  friend 
of  his  (Mr.  Foster),  under  the  considera- 
tion of  a  committee  of  that  House.    It 
was  many  years  before  he  (Mr.  Fitzgerald) 
had  the  honour  of  a  seat  in  it ;  but  he  re- 
collected it  was  in  evidence  before  that 
committee,  stated  by  a  gentleman  who  is 
aince  deceased,  a  man  of  ability  and  ex- 
tensive information,  (he  meant  Mr.  Paget, 
whose  house  was  then,  as  it  is  now»  under 
bis  successor,  Mr.  Bainbridge,  the  prin* 
cipal    medium    of   remittance    between 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  as  well  of  pri- 
vate  remittance,  as  of  ail    those    sums 
which  are  sent  over  on  account  of  the 
Irish  Treasury) — it  was  stated  by  him,  and 
be  (Mr.  Fitzgerald)  had  reason  to  think 
onderatood,  that  the  remittances  of  ab* 
sentees  renu  alone  amounted  to  2,000,000/. 
annually.      If  we  considered  the   great 
increase  of  the  number  of  our  absentees, 
which  was  natural,  and  of  which,  what- 
ever might  be  the  local  efi*ect  in  the  coun- 
try which  they  left,  it  would  be  idle  in 
him  to  complain,  for  it  was  out  of  our 
power  to   control    it*-if  we   considered 
further  the  great  increase  which  the  hon. 
gentleman  was  justified,  he  admitted,  in 
suiting,  as  an  additional  ground  of  the 
paotion  which  he  bad  submitted,  in  the 
rent  and  value  of  our  lands,  it  would  not 
be  too  much  to  estimate  the  remittances  to 
(VOL.  XXX.) 


absentees  at  the  annual  sum  of  3,000,000/. 
He  was  sure  that  he  was   warranted   in 
estimating  it   at  this  sum,    Tlie  tax  re- 
ceived upon  Irish  rents  in  the  Exchequer 
of   England,  was   300,000/.    This  sum, 
then,  was  to  be  deducted  from  the  grou 
produce  which  was    expected  from   the 
duty  on  Irish  property;   for  he  did  not 
suppose  that  the  hon.  gentleman  would,  if 
his  principle  was  to  be  extended  to  Ireland, 
propose  that  this  portion  of  the  duty  should 
remain  in  the  British  Treasury  ;  if  he  did 
so,  and  thus  charge  the  Irish   landlord 
twice  over,  it  would,  indeed,  be  the  most 
efftctual  absentee  tax  that  could  be  sug* 
ffested : — that  which  he  (Mr.  Fitzgerald) 
had  thrown  out  as  feasible  in  the  last  year, 
was  hut  a  trifle  to  it ;  and  yet  gentlemen 
had  then  started,  even  at  the  spectre  of  a 
Ux,  which  would  have  affected  the  land 
of  the  absentee.   But,  to  return — 300,000/* 
per  annum  was  to  be  deducted  on  this 
head :  there  was  another  deduction  to  be 
made  also,  and  we  could  xet  more  accu- 
rately at  the  grounds  of  tbat ;  the  divi- 
dends upon  that  portion  of  the  Irish  debt, 
which  bad  been  created  in  this  country, 
and   of  which  the  interest  was  payable 
here,  were  already  subjected  to  the  Pro- 
perty-tax ;  and  thus  the  resources  of  Ire« 
land   were  made   to  contribute  to    that 
amount  of  British  doty  which  had  been 
stated.    That  is,  either  her  means  had 
paid  you  so  much,  or  provision  had  been 
found  for  it  in  these  successive  loans  which 
had  now  become  her  permanent  charge. 
Tlie  amount  of  our  funded  debt  in  Great 
Britain  oi)  the  5th  of  January  last,  was 
94,000,000/.;  he  hoped  this  year  would  not 
add  much  more  than  ten  millions.    The 
interest  payable  in  Great  Britain  on  tbat 
debt,  was  upwards  of  4,000,000/. ;  but  al- 
lowing for  that  portion  of  the  debt  which 
was  redeemed,  he  might  state  the  amount 
of  Property-tax  thus  received  from  Ire- 
land, at  300,000/.  more.     You  thus  re* 
ceive  on  her  debt  as  much  as  from  tbo 
absentee     proprietors.      Your    estimated  ' 
produce,  then,  in  Ireland  is  reduced   to 
1,000,000/.     Did  the  hon.  gentleman  pro- 
mise—did he  even  hope,  that  in  the  first 
year  of  its  application,  in  any  year  of  its 
application,  the  collection  of  tliai  duty- 
could  be  made  as  effectual,  or  the  duty  itself 
relatively  as  effeciual  as  the  experience 
of  years  had  nUM)c  i^  ^^  Great  Britain  ? 

He  was  ready  to  do  justice  to  the  public 
spirit  of  the  English  nation,  to  Ibat  spirit 
which  had  carried  the  country  though  the 
greatest  contest  in  which  any  country  had 

(SK) 
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ever  been  engaged;  that  spirit,  he  knew; 
was  not  extinct;  and  if  we  were  again 
to  assume  th^e  proad  character  which  in 
the  last  war  we  had  sustained,  not  less  by 
the  firm  perseverance  of  the  people,  than 
by  the  successes  of  those  armies  whom  a 
Wellington  led,  we  should  find,  in  that 
public  spirit  and  constancy,  which  all 
classes  of  society  had  manifested,  re- 
sources  for  the  contest — far,  far  beyond 
what  a  measure  of  finance  could  give,  or 
any  revenues,  from  either  country,  though 
they  had  been  called  war's  sinews,  and 
were  no  contemptible  weapons  of  war. 
But  while  he  admitted  all  this — while  he 
admitted  that  public  spirit  which  he  was 
convinced,  in  many  instances,  would  not 
evade  the  fair,  the  legitimate,  the  lavish 
contribution  to  the  public  exigency  ;  yet, 
had  we  not  heard  hon.  gentlemen,  even 
while  approving  the  principle,  yet  com- 
plaining of  its  inquisitorial  power  ?  Upon 
what  frround  does  my  right  hon.  friend 
(Mr.  Vansittart)  resist  the  modifications 
which  are  so  earnestly  proposed,  but  that 
it  is  his  duty  to  guard  against  those  eva- 
sions which,  even  in  England,  would  be 
attempted— which  in  every  country  would 
be  aUempted,  and  which,  if  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  prevent  in  Ireland,  he  must 
give  us  something  more  than  his  naked 
resolution— something  more  than  a  mere 
assertion  of  principle  ;*«— he  must  show  us 
that  assimilation  is  not  only  good,  but 
will  be  productive  in  a  greater  degree, 
than  the  application  of  any  other  prin- 
ciples is  likely  to  prove.  JBut,  how  pro- 
ductive  ?    By  what  machinery   does  he 

Jropose  that  his  duties  are  to  be  collected  ? 
^oes  he  expect  to  find  a  class  of  men 
corresponding  to  those  who  act  as  com- 
missioners of  the  Property -tax  in  that 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  with  which 
he  is  acquainted,  who  are  to  be  our  un- 
salaried commissioners?  To  whom,  said 
the  right  hon.  gentleman,  are  we  to  con- 
fide this  inquisition  of  a  people  ?  I  would 
rather  dwell  with  pleasure  on  those  traits 
of  national  character,  of  which,  as  an 
Irishman,  I  am  proud,  than  on  that  state 
of  our  society,  than  on  those  habits  of  our 
gentry,  those  unhappy  feelings  which  re- 
ligious and  political  differences  have  pro- 
duced, and  any  or  all  of  which  leave  ns 
without  that  body  of  persons,  who  in  Eng- 
land discharge  so  many  important  duties, 
and  to  whom  none  are  confided  more 
important  than  this.  But,  Sir,  look  at 
your  own  Acts ;  look  at  the  complicated 
machinery  which  yon  employ,  look  at 
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the  corrected  faibres  of  one  system,  aad 
the  anticipated  failure  of  another— in  the 
first  instance,  the  commissioners  of  your 
Land-tax   to   be   commissioners   of    this 
Act,    and    to    be  chosen    at    a  general 
meeting  convened    by   the  sheriflT;    the 
hon.    gentleman   is    perhaps    not    aware 
that  we  have  no  persons  in  Ireland  cor- 
responding with  them — yet  these.  Sir,  are 
to    choose    commissioners,    from    whom 
I  know  not.     I  will  not  weary  the  House 
with  the  enumeration  in  the  detail,  bat  I 
think  there  are  37  cases  of  commissioners 
enumerated   in  the  different  Acts.     I  do 
not  now  refer  to  this  as  a  further  ilinstra* 
tion  of  the  inexpediency,  of  the  absurd  ft j% 
i  had  almost  said,  of  creating  this  fabric 
fur  even  a  single  year.     I  do  not  desire 
or  wish  to  prove  further  than  I  have  al- 
ready done,  how  ridiculous  it  would  be  to 
enact  for  this  year,  to  take  as  the  source 
of  that  revenue  which  ought  to  flow  into 
the  Exchequer  before  that  year  is  elapsed, 
a  system  of  complicated  operation,  which 
it  would  take  three  years    of    indn&try 
equal  to  the  hon.  gentleman's,  and  of  a 
zealous  desire  to  collect  Irish  revenues, 
not   less  than  his,   to  make  available  or 
productive:  but  I  refer  to  this,  to  show 
that  all  the  revenue  which  the  hon.  gen- 
tleman would  thus  collect,  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  clear  gain.   I  believe  be  has 
more  than  once  adverted  to  the  expense 
of  the  collection  of  our  revenue:  I  bope 
he  will  find  in  many  branches  of  it,  that 
since  I  have  had  the  honour  of  adminis- 
tering that  department,  that  expense  has 
been  diminished.     At  the  same  time  it  is 
inevitably  greater  than  the  example  of 
Great  Britain  would  lead  those  who  are 
unacquainted  with  the  subject  to  expect : 
but  what  is  to  be  the  expense  of  these 
new  establishments  in  Ireland  ?— -At  leasts 
we  do  not  desire  what  I  have  seen  some  of 
the  public  prinu  impute  to  my  right  hon. 
friend  (Mr.  Vansittart),  as  his  motive  for 
continuing  the  tax  in  England— this  tnoU 
tiplication  of   new  appointments,  those 
armies  of  well-paid    commissioners   and 
assessors,  whom  the  hon.  gentleman,  con- 
trary to  his  ancient  principles  of  economy^ 
would  create.    In  a  word,  Sir,  the  expense 
would    interfere    seriously,  indeed,  with 
the   hon.  gentleman's  project,    however 
plausible  it  may  seem.     I  am  convinced, 
that,  after  the  deductions  which  I  have 
stated— «after  allowing  for   the    expense 
which  would  attend   its  collection,  the 
residue  would  not  only  not  supersede  the 
necessity  of  a  great  loan«  would  not  on^  not 
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enable  iiff|  after  the  exemple  of  Eogland, 
io  raise  wubin  the  year,  Ihpse  cupplies 
which  the  expenditere  of  the  coming  year 
wiil  call  for,  hot  that  ita  produce  woald 
Call  far  short  of  those  taxes  which  it  will 
be  my  doty  to  propose  as  provision  for 
Che  Loan,  They  will  be«  I  lament  to  say, 
of  uaexampled  amoaot;    but  1  shall  not 
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abriok  from  my  duty  in  proposing,  and  I 
trust  the  coontry,  even  by  these  discus- 
aions,  will  not  be  unprepared   to    bear 
them  ;   this  will  afford  a  permanent  pro- 
vision for  the  interest  of  that  debt  which 
we  must  contract,  while  the  proposHioo  of 
tbie  hon.  gentleman  would  give  us  only  a 
lax  for  a  single  year — a  tax  which,  if  he 
ia  sincere  in  hoping  that  it  will  last  in 
£nglaDd  only  for  the  period  of  its  present 
proposed  enactment,  he  must  also  hope 
that  we  shoold  be  obliged,  in  Ireland,  to 
f^peel  it;  and  I  woald  ask  himi  where  the 
piiblic  creditor  was  to  look  for  his  per- 
amnent  fecority,  or  if  he  would  be  then 
ready  to  suggest  other  measures  to  supply 
the  necessary  deficiency  of  our  revenue  ? 
.    I  think.  Sir,  that  I  have  suted  enough 
to  jastify  me  ia  resisting  the  hon.  gentle- 
man's motion,  and  in  calling  upon  the 
House  to  xesist  it.    1  have  shown,  I  hope 
io  the  satisfaction  of  the  House,  that  the 
tax  being  proposed  in   England  for  one 
year,  it  coald  not  be  taken  as  a  perma- 
kieat  provision  for  payment  of  that  debt 
which  we  must  create.     I  think  I  have  a 
fight  to  say,  that  this  meaKure  which  he 
aeggests,  coald  not  be  fairly  in  operation 
aniii  long  after  that  period  at  which  we 
,  hope  to  see  its  expiration  in  Great  Britain. 
1  have  endeavoured  to  prove  that  so  large 
a  proportion  of  yoar  duty  in   England 
mast  be  affected  by  the  deduction  which 
ia  comaioli  fairness  roust  be  msde,  that 
even  you  would  have  to  find  fresh  means, 
to  no  inconsiderable  amount,  to  compen- 
sate that  drfiriency ;  and  I  am  firmly  con- 
vinced, that  without  reference  to  any  local 
or  political  circumstances  of  the  country, 
the  creation  of  a  system  so  widely  com- 
plicated, and  of  soch  accumulated  ex- 
pense, Woald  detract  so  much  from  the 
internal  produce  of  the  ux,  that,  if  1  had 
been  satisfied  to  take  this  alone  as  the 
provision  for  the  present  year,  in  the  ex- 
peetation   that  it  would  be  sufficient,  I 
should  have  been  deceiving  both  Parlia- 
ment  and  myself.    In  what  I  have  van- 
teeed  to  offer,  I  have  Uken  a  view  only 
o^m|Mrativa  of  the  motion  of  which  the 
hon.  gentfeman  has  made,  and  of  the 
la  phkk  I  ihall  to jialf  reeim    It 


is  not  from  any  fear  of  public  obloquy^ 
that  I  avoid  what  he  calls  the  only  states- 
man'tike  measure  of  finance.  I  am  not 
ashamed  to  avow  that  I  value  popularity  ; 
I  should  he  ashamed  of  myself  if  I  did 
not;  but  it  Ts  that  popularity  which  foU 
lows  one's  actions,  and  not  which  one's 
aciions  follow.     If  the  necessities  of  the 


country  should  still  unhappily  continue^ 
and  we  are  to  be  placed  either  on  a  war 
expenditure,  or  obliged  to  continue  in 
that  stale  of  military  preparation  of  which 
the  expenditure  i^i  as  great  as  that  of  warj^ 
it  may  be  my  duty  to  propose  to  Parlia* 
ment,  a  measure  as  strong  as  that  which 
now  I  deprecate  ;  from  the  performance 
of  that  duty  I  shall  not  shrink.  I  shall 
find  in  the  public  necessity  my  justifica- 
tion, if  indeed  any  justification  be  neces- 
sary io  the  eyes  of  those  who  have  never 
been  backward  when  they  could  prove 
their  attachment  to  the  common  cause; 
when  they  could  participate  in  your 
dangers,  or  contribute  to  the  glory  of  the 
empire.  Sir,  I  shall  say  no  more— what 
my  feelings  are  on  this  subject  is  of  little 
moment;  but  Ireland  awaits  with  hope 
and  with  confidence  the  decision  of  the 
House  of  Commons. 

Sir  Jo/«ii  Newport  declared,  that«  the 
right  hon.  gentleman  had  so  ably  vindi- 
cated the  state  and  exertions  of  Ireland, 
that  he  had  left  him  little  to  say.  In  14 
years  since  the  Union,  Ireland  had  brought 
into  the  Excheouer  of  the  country  consi- 
derably upwards  of  00  millions,  of  more 
than  four  millions  and  a  half  annually,  by 
taxes,  exclusively  of  what  she  had  been 
called  on  to  produce  by  way  of  loan.  H^ 
trusted  the  House  would  not  TOte  an 
abstract  proposition  of  this  nature,  as  it 
would  throw  a  firebrand  of  irreparable 
injury  between  both  countries^  which 
would  be  most  fatal  to  Ireland. 

Mr.  Peel  made  a  few  obsprvatione  in 
support  of  the  arguments  of  his  right  boo* 
friend,  (Mr.  V.  Fitzgerald).  If  a  ta^ 
were  proposed,  the  collection  of  which 
was  not  feasible,  it  was  doing  nothing 
whatever  fur  the  coantry.  He  thooght  the 
Property -tax  of  England  might  operate 
for  Ireland  as  an  Absentee  tax. 

Sir  H,  Montgomery  said,  he  bad  in  all 
the  ttagee  apposed  the  renewal  of  the 
Property-tax,  as  the  means  of  entering 
into  a  new  war,  which  he  deprecated  as 
rainoas  to  the  finances  and  security  of  tha 
eoontry.  He  agreed  with  the  Chancellor 
of  liie  Irish  Exchequeri  that  persons  com- 
pateai  to  aiaeia  and  collect  the  tas  jpi 
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Ireland  were  not  to  be  found,  and  tbat» 
therefore,  it  wafs  particularly  unfit  to  be 
introduced  into  Ireland.  The  right  hon. 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for  Ire- 
land had  estimated  the  annual  amount  of 
absentee  income,  which  was  spent  in  this 
country,  and  from  which  Ireland  dcfriyed 
no  benefit,  at  three  millions  annually,  and 
the  amount  of  the  interest  of  debt  payable 
to  English  creditors  at  four  millions ;  the 
Income-tax  on  which,  amounting  to 
700,000/.  a  year,  ought  in  justice  to  be 
carried  to  the  credit  of  Ireland,  which 
would  make  good  the'  present  deficiency 
in  the  revenne,  and  provide  for  the  loan  of 
the  year.  In  reply  to  the  Secretary  for 
Ireland  he  said,  there  was  this  difference  in 
the  tax  proposed  in  the  Irish  parliament 
on  absentees  and  the  present  tax,  that  the 
first  was  receivable  in  aid  of  the  Irish 
revenue,  and  the  present  tax  was  payable 
into  the  Treasury  of  England. 
/  Mr.  GraitOH  observed,  that  he  had 
heard  with  the  greatest  pleasure  the  able 
arguments  of  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  for  Ireland,  and  that  he 
entirely  coincided  in  opinion  with  him  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Bankes  replied.  After  which  the 
House  divided : 

Yeas 5 

Noes 78 

Majority    —73 

ssssssssss 

HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Wtdnaday^  April  26. 

Motion  rbspectino  Balances  in  trb 
Hands  of  thb  Bank  op  England,  &c.] 
Mr.  Grtt^U  laid,  he  understood  that 
the  production  of  the  Papers,  which  he 
bad  moved  for  on  a  former  evening,  re- 
apecting  the  Balances  of  Public  Mone}*  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  England,  would 
no  longer  be  opposed  by  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  opposite.  He  did  not  feel  it 
necessary  at  present  to  enter  at  any  great 
length  into  the  subject;  but  he  hoped  the 
House  would  .indulge  him  a  very  few 
nimitea  while  he  submitted  one  or  two 
obserratioDs  to  them.  It  bad  been  stated 
the  other  niffht.  by  the  right  bon.  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that  by  far 
Ibe  greateil  proportion  of  the  Public 
Balances  in  the  bands  of  the  Bank  of 
Bngland  would  be  found,  on  examination, 
to  be  derived  from  the  Consolidated  Fond, 
and  that  they  were,  therefore,  beyond  the 
control  of  the  Biblic.  To  this  doctrine, 
if  by  the  coalvol  of  iho  poblio  wis 
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meant   the    control   of    the    Execotive 
Government/  he  cordially  acceded.     Bot 
it  would  not  be  contended   for  bj    tke 
right  hoti.    gentleman,    that  the   poblic 
monies,  emanating  from  the  poblic,  and  <:oii> 
si  gned  in  the  Bank  of  England  astbe  bankers 
of  the  public,  were  also  placed    out  of 
the  control  of  the  House  itself.    He  would 
'  allude  to  a  particular  instance  of  the  exercise 
of  this  control  by  the  House;  he  neant, 
in  the  case  of  the  money  deposited  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank  lor  the  payment  of  the 
public    dividends.    In     1791,    Mr.    PiU, 
having  reason  to  think  that  there  was  m 
great  accumulation  in  the  hands  of  ilie 
Bank  of  England  of  unclaimed  dtvidendsp 
made  a  claim  for  a  portion  of  them  in  the 
name  of  the  public.      This  claim   waa 
resisted  by  the  Bank,  as  a  breach  of  fiaiib 
with  the  public  creditor.     But  Mr.  Pitt 
had   the  firmness  to  persist;    the  Bank 
were  obliged  to  give  way,  and  500,OOOL 
was   then    taken  from  the  funds  ui  the 
hands  of  the  Bank,  and  applied  to  the 
public  service.    In  1708  a  similar  arrange, 
ment  took  place,  by  which  500,000<.  waa 
again    applied    to    the  public    aervice* 
After  he  had  atated  this,  be  conM  not  see 
that  there  was  any  thing  to  preclnde  the 
Legislature   from   making  any  arrange- 
ment respecting  the  public  moncT  in  the 
bands  of  the  Bank,  they  might  think  fit, 
whether  emanating  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund,  or  any  other  source.     He  had  been 
asked  by  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  what 
measure  he  intended  to  found  on  the  Papeva 
in  question,  if    the  House  shoold  grant 
them  }    It  would  be  a  sofficient  answer  if 
he  were  to  say,  that  it  would  be  premature, 
if  not  presumptuous  in  him,  were  beto  state 
what  be  intended  to  do  with  those  papciv 
before    examining    them.      But   if  the 
amount  of  balances  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bank  were  now  what  they  were  in  1807, 
that  is,  between   1 1   and   i  2  millions,  he 
had  no  hesitation  in  slating,  that  he  ahonld 
endeavour,  either  by  a  reduction  of  the 
balances  or  by  some  regulation,  to  make 
them  productive  of  interest  and  advantage 
to  the  poblic.    Whether  he  should  proper 
any  such  regulation  himself,  or  leave  it  to 
persons  better  qualified,  oi^  whether  he 
should  be  precluded  by  the  Bank  Loan 
Act  from  making  any  such  attempt,  were 
questions  with  which  be  would  not  then 
occupy  the  House.    But  he  had  no  hesi* 
tation  in  giving  it  as  an  opinion»  not  has* 
tily  adopted  by  him,  that  some  regalatioa 
was  practicable,  nay  easy,  provided  the 
Bank  of  En^le|ri»  taking  an  enb^god  mm 
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cf  ili  poUic  duty  thoald  lend  itself  to  the 
object.  Nay,  the  object  was  practicable 
even  on  the  supposition  thlit  the  Bank  of 
England  should  be  so  far  unmindful  of  the 
doties  which  it  owed  to  the  public,  as  to 
oppose  the  arrangement.  He  hoped,  aAer 
what  he  had  now  said,  that  no  gentleman 
would  contend  that  there  was  any  thing 
impracticable  in  the  application  of  this 
regulation  to  the  balances  in  the  hands  of 
the  Bank  of  England ;  and  provided  along 
with  this  there  should  be  a  reduction  of 
their  charge  for  the  management  of  the 
public  debt,  the  effect  would  be  to  produce 
m  saving  of  between  five  and  six  hundred 
tbousaikl  pounds  per  annum,  which  was 
equal  to  the  interest  on  a  loan  of  ten 
millions^  still  leaving  an  ample  and  liberal 
allowance  to  the  Bank  of  England.  He 
wished  to  allude  to  one  other  point,  the 
statement  of  the  income  of  Iho  Bank  of 
England,  derivable  either  from  the  trans- 
actions which  they  carried  on  for  the 
public,  or  as  shown  from  the  documenu 
on  the  table  of  the  House.  The  first  head 
of  the  income  of  the  Bank  was  that  de- 
rived from  the  circulation  of  their  paper. 
The  amount  of  this  circulation  at  one 
period  was  not  less  than  31  millions;  but 
he  was  aware  that  the  amount  had  been 
reduced.  He  was  not,  however,  giving 
an  cBaggerated  statement  when  he  fixed 
tho  average  at  twenty*seven  millions.  He 
took  the  income  from  this  source  at 
I  ,S90,000(.  The  next  head  of  income  was 
the  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank. 
The  amount  in  1807,  was  1I,600,00(W. 
Deducting  3  millions,  lent  to  tKe  public 
without  interest,  there  remained  in  their 
hands  8,500,000(.  The  profit  from  this 
was  495,000/.  The  third  head  was  that 
which  they  were  paid  for  managing  the 
public  debt.  He  bad  already  sUted  this 
at  267,0001.  to  which  must  be  added  an 
allowance  for  a  house,  of  which  he  did 
not  know  the  meaning,  of  4000/.  making 
in  aJI  27 1, 0001.  The  fourth  head,  con- 
sisting of  interest  paid  by  the  public  to  the 
Bank,  amounted  to  330/)00/.  The  amount 
from  all  these  sources  was  2,376,000t 
He  had  confined  himself  to  all  those 
sources  of  inoome,  either  derivable  from 
the  public,  or  appearing  in  the  papers 
before  the  House,  wtthont  any  teforence 
to  their  private  business.  The  hooi  gen* 
tleman  concluded  with  moving,  that  there 
be  laid  before  the  House  the  following 
Papers :  1 .  «« An  Account  of  the  Balances 
of  Caah  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  £ng« 
had  M  the  iai  sod  i^ih  daya  of  each 


month,  between  the  1st  of  February  1807 
and  1st  of  April  1815,  inclusive,  resulting 
from  payments  under  the  head  of  CustouM, 
and  of  all  other  branches  of  the  public 
revenue,  stating  the"  average  balance  in 
each  year,  made  up  from  the  said  daya. 
2.  An  Account  of  the  Balances  of  Cash  in 
the  hands  of  the  Bank  of  England  on  the 
1st  and  15th  days  of  each  month,  between 
the  1st  of  February  1807  and  the  1st  of 
April  1815,  inclusive,  resulting  from  the 
Postmaster-general's  account  with  the 
Bank,  stating  the  average  balance  in  each 
year,  made  up  from  the  said  days.  3.  An 
Account  of  the  Balances  of  Cash  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank  of  England  on  the  1st 
and  15th  days  of  each  month,  between 
the  1st  of  February  1807  and  1st  of  April 
1815,  inclusive,  belonging  to  the  dtfierent 
departments  of  the  Government,  including 
the  Balances  of  the  Accoontant-generd 
of  the  Court  of  Chancery,  and  stating  the 
average  balance  in  each  year,  made  up 
from  the  said  days.  4.  An  Accotrot  of 
the  Exchequer-bills  and  Bank-notes  depo- 
sited by  the  Governor  and  Company  of 
the  Bank  of  England  as  Cash  in  the  chesta 
of  the  four  Tellers  in  his  Majesty's  receipt 
of  Exchequer  on  the  7th  of  August  1807, 
and  on  every  28th  day  subsequent  to  that 
period,  down  to  the  1st  of  April  1815. 
5.  An  Account  of  the  Balance  of  the 
Account  of  the  American  Commissioners^ 
and  of  all  other  Public  Balances  not  par- 
ticularly specified  in  the  four  preceding 
Accounu  with  the  Bank  of  England,  oa 
the  1st  of  January  in  each  year,  from  the 
year  1808  to  the  year  1815,  inclusive; 
distinguishing  the  amount  under  each  head 
respectively.  6.  An  Account  of  the  total 
amount  of  Unclaimed  Dividends  in  the 
hands  of  the  Bank  at  the  perioda  imme* 
diately  preceding  the  payment  of  the 
quarterly  dividends  since  January  1807* 
7.  An  Account  of  all  other  Allowancea 
made  by  the  Public  to  the  Bank,  or 
charged  by  the  Bank  against  the  public, 
not  specified  in  an  Account  respecting  the 
charge  for  the  management  of  the  public 
delH,  ordered  to  be  laid  before  the  House 
on  the  10th  instant,  for  transacting  any 
other  public  service  in  the  years  1813  and 
1814,  describing  the  nature  of  the  services 
and  the  amount  charged  thereon  in  each 
year  respectively.'' 

The  CkmcOkr  ^tke  Erektqtter  wae  dis- 
posed to  coincide  in  the  notion.  The 
neo.  gentleman's  statement  of  the  profit 
of  the  Bank  was  exaggerated ;  he  had  not 
•Uowed  for  a  groat  vgriety  of  cborges^ 
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With  retp6€t  to  the  analogy  contended 
for  in  tfae  ease  of  aoehHined  dividendsi  it 
did  not  hoUl*  TIm  aoH>«flt  of  socli  dtvi* 
dtads  might  be  called  dead  cash*  aad 
eoald  by  no  arrangement  become  tbe  pro- 
petty  of  the  Bank.  GoYemment  were  the 
Sttppesed  general  heirs  in  all  aoch  coses; 
whateTer  bad  no  claimautf  was  ceotidered 
to  belong  •to  the  pablic  at  large. 

Mr.  i^son^aaid,  the  agreement  which 
bad  now  taken  place  between  the  twb 
•ides  of  the  House,  bad  been  antictpaled 
by  him  from  their  approach  to  one  ano* 
tiber  in  point  of  numbers  on  the  late  vote. 
He  did  -not  think  that  for  a  long  time  a 
asotion  had  been  brought  forward  so  likely 
to  produce  solid  benefit  to  the  public.  He 
hoped  it  would  be  understood  that  there 
wias  no  disposition  to  infringe  upon  the 
agreement  actually  sobsistiDg  between 
Government  and  the  Bank ;  but  he  hoped 
it  would  be  understood  also,  that  no  new 
•greeoMnt  would  he  entered  into  till  the 
House  had  an  opportunity  of  considering 
these  papers. 

Mr.  MtUUh  said,  he  had  voted  agumst 
Ihe  production  of  the  accounts,  only  be* 
cause  he  tbouffht  it  unjust  and  unfair  that 
Itie  Act  passed  so  Ute  as  March  last,  by 
which  the  public  faith  was  pledged,  should 
be  ia  any  iota  disturbed. 
.  Mn  Aier  Mbon  said,  it  was  a  most  pre- 
posterous proposition,  that  the  public 
ofaould  be  obi^ed  to  pay  the  Bank  interest 
4br  three  millions  lent  to  them  out  of  tbeir 
0wn  money,  and  leave  a  balance  of  nine 
snrlhons  besides.  Suoh  a  doctrine  did  not 
suit  the  preaent  times,  when  all  classes 
Were  borne  down  by  the  weight  of  taxes. 
The  hon.  genilenMn  then  went  into  the 
^•nsideraiion  of  the  audit  of  the  public 
«cconnls»for  whidi  60,000f.  was  paicK with- 
out preventing  an  accumulation  of  the  uo- 
Audited  accounts. 

Mr.  Maimmq  said  a  <ew  words  upon  the 
uecority  the  Bank  possessed  in  an  Act  of 
Parliament,  wMoh,pked|;ed  ihe  Atith  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  B^rhg  expressed  bis  wish  that  the 
aubject  shouM  be  postponed  to  the  nesit 
fomion.  He  complained  that  Mr.  Oren* 
iail's  statements  were  exaggerated* 

Lord  A*  Hmmilam  supported  the  motion. 

MK  Mmyait  thought  it  the  duty,of  the 
House  to  take  care  that  the  Qovorament 
did  not  enter  into  disadvantageous  engage- 
.  wunu  with  the  Bank. 

Mr.  GmtfeU  shMtlv  tnplied»  dunymg 

that  be  bad  evor  intenM  to  interfere  with 

4ht  noBtnct  nowMbsieiuig  with  thi  BmM. 


He  admitted  ihat  the  expenses  of  the 
estabHsbment  of  the.Bank  wore  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  profit^,  but  could  not 
agree  with  the  Cbaneellor  of  the  £xcbe« 
qoer  that  it  was  necessary  lor  the  Bank  to 
hold  one  shilliug  in  reserve  to  answer  de- 
mands; for  those  demands  were  always 
paid  in  paper  since  tbe  passing  of  tbo 
Restriction  Act. 
The  motions  were  agreed  to. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 

7%iir<(%,  April  27. 

TaSATT    SIGNED     AT    ViBNNA    OH     TBS 

25th  of  MAaca.]    Mar(|ois  fr«/Ms|p  rose 
and  said  :^ 

My  Lords ;  I  rise  for  the  purpose  of 
moving  that  the  Order  of  the  Day  for  our 
taking  into  consideration  to-morrow  the 
conduct  observed  by  Congress  towards 
Saxony  be  discharged.  It  is  some  timo 
since  I  distinctly  stated  to  your  lordships, 
that  in  my  opinion  the  best  course  to  be 
pursued  with  respect  to  this  suhiect«  was 
far  bis  Majesty's  ministen  to  give  to  Par* 
Hament  a  fall  and  detailed  explanation  of 
the  whole  of  the  transactions  which  have 
taken  place  at  Vienna,  instead  of  waiting 
until  partial  intelligence  should  be  ex- 
tracted  from  them  by  any  such  motion  as 
that  which  it  was  mv  intention  to  make  to- 
morrow.  Findings  however,  that  hU  Ma* 
jesty's  ministers  did  not  think  proper  lo 
adopt  this  suggestion,  and  conceiving  that 
the  particular  treatment  of  Saxony  de- 
manded early  and  serious  attention,  1  gave 
that  notice  of  a  motion  which  I  am  now 
desirous  for  the  present  to  withdraw.  1  am 
desirous  to  withdraw  it,  my  lords,  in  the 
first  pisce,  because,  from  the  tendency  of 
a  paper  which  has  been  laid  on  your  lord* 
ships'  table,  I  am  inclined  to  hope  that 
at  no  very  distant  period  his  Maieaty's 
ministers  will  be  induced  to  afford  Parlia- 
meUt  spontaneous  information  on  the  sub-> 
ject.  In  that  expectation,  I  am  led  to 
postpone  my  motion  for  a  few  days,  in 
order  to  ascertain  whether  that  will  or 
will  not  be  the  case.  Bur,  my  lords,  I  am 
rendered  still  more  desirous  to  wiUidraw 
my  motion  for  the  present*  by  the  very 
serious  reflections  which  have  occurred  to 
me»  and  which  must  have  occurred  u> 
every  one  of  your  kHrdships,  on  the  perusal 
of  the  document  which  has  recently  been 
laid  before  ParliamMl^^I  mean  the  Tkeniy 
signed  at  Vienna  on  thh  «5lh  t>f  Maieb;-*a 
documenti  on  the  fundamental  prinfciple  of 
which^  1  wiU  AMhiA  SiQmm$»do§  MB|r 
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obterrfttiont,  bot  which  w  so  obicore  in 
htelF^  and  yet  is  of  f och  enorimMit  magnt* 
tttde  in  point  of  importaoce,  ihat  th«  con» 
sideration  of  it  has  wholly  occupied  my 
mind  ever  since  its  production,  with  a 
^icw  to  endeaToor  to  discover  its  meaning, 
and  the  precise  nature  of  the  objects  which 
it  has  in  contemplation.  I  do  hope,  my 
lords,  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  will 
explain  to  us  the  principle  on  which  this 
instrument  proceeds.  For  my  own  part, 
I  think  it  a  point  which  presses  so  impe- 
ratively for  immediate  and  active  conside- 
ration, that  I  should  not  conceive  that  I 
was  acting  with  due  respect  to  your  lord* 
ships,  or  with  doe  regard  to  the  interests 
of  the  country,  were  I  to  attempt  to  divert 
the  attention  of  Parliament  to  any  other 
topic  until  this  has  been  disposed  of. 

My  Lords,  when  we  voted  the  Address 
to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent, 
on  the  7th  of  April,  I  concurred  in  that 
vote,  because  I  understood,  from  the  terms 
of  the  Address  itself,  from  the  explanations 
of  the  noble  lords  opposite,  and  from  the 
general  turn  of  the  debate  on  that  occasion, 
that  the  only  question  for  our  decision 
was,  whether  or  not  Great  Britain  was 
placed  in  such  a  situation,  by  the  return 
to  France  of  the  present  Ruler  of  that 
country,  as  to  render  it  necessary  or  ad- 
visable for  us  to  arm  ourselves  by  sea  and 
land,  and  to  be  thus  prepared  to  act  in 
concert  with  our  Allies  for  the  security  of 
the  tranquillity  of  Europe.     The  question 
of  war  or  peace  was  expressly  reserved 
by  the  noble  earl  opposite.     My  lords,  I 
have  too  much  regard  for  the  noble  ear^i 
and  too  much  resprct  for  your  lordships, 
to  indulge  in   language    that  might   be 
deemed  too  strong  upon  this  subject ;  but 
without  violating  truth  and  sincerity,  it  is 
impossible  to  abstain  from  declaring  that 
good  faith  was  not  observed  towards  your 
lordships  in  the  transactions  of  that  even- 
ing.   What  other  feeling  can  we  entertain, 
when  we  understand  that,  two  days  prior 
to  the  vote  of  the  7ih  of  April,  his  Majes- 
ty's ministers  were  in  possession  of  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna,  and  had  actually  re- 
solved  on   a  war,   the    arrangements  of 
which  were  even  completed  }  I  know, my 
lords,  that  the   nuble  earl  told   us  on  a 
recent  evening,  that  circumstances  had 
occurred  in  France  between  the  signature 
of  the  Treaty  at  Vienna  and  the  motion 
for  the  Address  in  this  Hou^e,  which  might 
have  occasioned  a  change  of  sentiment  on 
the  pari  of  the  Allies.     Bot,  with  regard 
to  oarselvesi  were  we  not  aware  of  all  that 


liail  passed  in  FVanee-^were  we  not  awara 
of  all  that  had  passed  at  Nafploa^-and  yot 
had  not  his  Majesty's  ministers  aoceded 
to  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  }  If  ever,  there* 
fore,  my  lords*  there  vras  a  case  in  whioli 
his  Majesty's  m roisters  violated  their  good 
faith  towards  Parliament,  by  calling  upoa 
Parliament  to  vole  under  circumeiances 
which  they  omitted  explicitly  to  state,  it 
was  this  case.  I  have  thrown  out  this  ob* 
servation,  because  the  neglect  on  the  part 
of  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  commooicaic 
information  on  that  occasion,  is  one  of  th« 
reasons  which  induce  me  at  present  not  to 
intrude  upon  your  lordships  my  motioii 
respecting  Saxony.  But  this  is  not  all; 
As  I  have  before  stated,  I  am  mainly  ini* 
floenced  in  this  determination  by  the  con* 
templation  of  the  Treaty,  the  substance  of 
which  is  before  your  lordships. 

My  lords,  I  repeat,  that  thn  Treaty  is 
so  obscure  as  to  be  almost  unintelligible. 
When  that  which  I  considered,  and  whicli 
I  shall  ever  consider  as  a  great  poblie 
calamity,  the  return  to  France  of  the  pre- 
sent Ruler  of  that  country  took  place,  there 
were  two  modes  in  which  the  occurrence 
might  have  been  treated  by  his  Majesty's 
Government  and  their  Allies.  They  might 
have  treated  it  as  a  revolt  against  the  legi^ 
timate  government  of  France,  involving 
in  it  consequences  menacing  In  the  highest 
degree  the  tranquillity  and  independence 
of  Europe.  On  the  policy  of  snch  aconrsa 
of  proceeding  I  will  not  touch;  bot  aft 
least  it  would  have  been  intelligible.  The 
other  mode  in  which  the  subject  might 
have  been  treated,  would  have  been  by 
divesting  themselves  of  all  passion,  by 
avoiding  the  appearance  of  being  scared 
or  terrified,  and  by  calmly  and  deliberately 
looking  at  the  state  of  the. world  in  order 
to  place  this  question  before  themselves 
for  determination.  Whether,  with  a  fnN 
comprehension  of  the  evils  which  were 
threatened  by  the  return  of  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  to  power,  it  was  ivevertheleiB 
not  practicable  to  put  Eurpope  in  such  a 
situation  as  to  render  impotent  any  ag* 
gressive  attempt  by  France  on  her  tran- 
quillity. My  lords,  I  refrain  from  arguing 
the  policy  of  either  of  these  modes  of  pro- 
ceeding. Neither  has  been  adopted.  The 
middle  course  has  been  persued.  This 
country  and  the  Allies  have  preferred 
what,  I  presume,  they  think  the  line  of 
management.  They  have  carefully  avoided 
all  the  advantages  which  might  have  been 
derived  from  either  of  the  proceedings 
which  I  have  describedy  and  they  baf% 
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welcomed  all  the  evilt  which  coald  haTt 
reeulted  from  both. 

I  will  now  treftpass  opon  your  lordships 
attention  by  a  few,  and  only  a  few  remarks 
on  the  nature  of  the  Treaty.  In  the  first 
article  of  that  Treatyi  the  contracting  par- 
ties  <*  engage^  in  ihe  spirit  of  the  Decla* 
ration  of  the  13th  of  March  last,  to  direct, 
in  common  and  with  one  accord,  should 
the  case  require  it,  all  their  efforts  against 
Napoleon  Bnonapari^  and  against  all  those 
who  should  already  ha?e  joined  his  faction, 
or  shall  hereafter  join  it/'  As  this  article 
of  the  Treaty  pledges  the  contracting  par- 
ties to  conduct  the  war  '*  in  the  spirit  of 
the  Declaration  of  the  13th  of  March/'  it 
becomes  necessary  to  refer  to  that  Decla- 
ration ;  and  by  so  doing,  your  lordships 
will  find  that  in  that  document,  the  four 
Allied  Powers  declare,  <«  that  Napoleon 
Buonaparte  has  deprived  himself  of  the 
protection  of  the  law,  and  has  placed  him- 
aelf  without  the  pale  of  civil  and  social 
relations;  and  that,  as  an  enemy  and 
disturber  of  the  tranquillity  of  the  world, 
be  has  rendered  himself  liable  to  public 
vengeance."  By  the  Treaty  iuelf,  -this 
ban  is  extended  to  Buonaparte's  adherents, 
•—to  bis  faction.  My  lords,  how  is  this 
to  be  understood  >  The  present  Ruler  of 
France  evidently  re-entered  that  country 
with  the  concurrence  of  a  great  portion  of 
the  poDulation,  and  of  the  whole  of  the 
aoldiery.  Most  of  the  different  political 
parties  of  France  espouse  his  cause,  and 
particularly  the  Constitutional  party,  the 
individual  at  the  head  of  whom,  I  mean 
M.  Constant,  is  at  present  in  Buonapane's 
councils.  Are  all  these  persons  included 
in  the  proscription- of  the  Treaty  ?  By  the 
London  prints  of  this  day,  we  find  that  the 
French  people  are  soon  to  be  called  upon 
to  pronounce  upon  a  constitutioo  which 
has  been  drawn  up  for  them,  a  principal 
article  of  which  establishes  on  the  throne 
of  France  the  person  who  now  sits  lltere. 
Suppose  the  majority  «f  the  French  peo- 
ple should  accept  this  constitution,  and 
thereby  confirm  the  assumption  of  that 
throne  by  Napoleon  Buonapart6— ^re  they 
to  be  held  as  "  deprived  of  the  protection 
of  the  law,  placed  without  the  pale  of 
civil  and  social  relations,  and  rendered 
liable  to  public  vengeance/'  according  to 
the  dreadful  words  of  the  Declaration  of 
the  Allies?  By  the  Declaration  also,  in 
the  spirit  of  which  the  Treaty  professes  to 
proceed,  the  Allied  Poivers  pledge  them- 
aelves  to  the  maintenance  of  Louis  the 
18th  oil  the  throne  of  France.    £Lord 


Liverpool  shook  his  bead.]     I  ahall   be 
happy  to  hear  the  noble  earl's  explanation 
on  this  point.    Let  it  be  observed  alao,  my 
lords,  that  by  the  Treaty  of  the  25th  of 
Marchy  the  Allied  Powers  bind  themaelres 
"  to  maintain  the  order  of  things  so  hap- 
pily established,  by  which  the  righta*  the 
liberty,  and  the  independence  of  the  aa* 
tions  of  Europe  have  been  recently  ae* 
cored;"  so  that  by  your  vote  on  the  7th 
of  April,  you  virtually  confirmed  all  the 
arrangements  of  Congress,  including  those 
by  which  *'  the  liberty  and  independence" 
of  Genoa  and  Saxony  were  destroyed. 

My  lords,  in  referring  to  those  proceed- 
ings, it  is  impossible  not  to  be  reminded 
of  the  saying.  Mcribed  to  a  great  French 
statesman  (prince  Talleyrand),  who  ts  re- 
ported to  have  told  the  Congress*   that 
*'  while  they  warred  against  the  person  of 
Buonapart6,  they  adopted  his  principles." 
But  there  is  another  point  on  which  I  wish 
for  explanation  from  the  noble  earl.     In 
the  event  of  the  overthrow  of  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  individual  now  possessed  of 
the  supreme  authority  in  France,  is  it 
meant  to  proceed  further?     Should   the 
French  place  Locien  Buonaparte,  or  Ney, 
or  Mauena,  or  Carnot,  at  the  bead   ot 
affairi,  are  we  to  consider  our  work  as 
concluded  ?   The  article  of  the  Treaty,  as 
it  now  stands,  adverts  only  to  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Government  of  Buonaparte. 
For  my  own  part,  my  lords,  I  have  dis- 
tinctly stated  to  your  lordships,  on  a  fonoer 
occasion,  that  I  thought  there  were  poinu 
in  the  character  of  the  present  Ruler  of 
France  which  would  naturally  precipitate 
him  into  measures  self-destmctive    and 
destructive  of  the  existing  political  system 
of  France ;  and  I  cannot,  rherefore,  but  be 
of  opinion,  that  his  removal  from  power, 
under  the  present  circumstances,  would 
increase  rather  than  diminish  the  danger 
to   be   apprehended    from    that  system. 
This  is  a  topic  which  requires  explanation. 
As  the  whole  Treaty  now  stands,  it  is  the 
most  incomprehensible    production  ever 
submitted  to  the  judgment  of  man.    And 
here,  my  lords,  I  must  request  your  atten- 
tion to  the  Memorandum  from  the  Foreign 
Office,  appended  to  the  substance  of  the 
Treaty  as    laid  on  your  lordihips  table. 
That  Memorandum  announces  the  direc- 
tions of  his  royal  highneu  the  Prince  Re- 
gent to  ratify  the  Treaty  under  a  certain 
explanatory  Declaration,  namely,  "  that 
the  8th  article  of  the  said  Treaty,  wherein 
hit  Most  Christian  Majesty  is  invited  to 
accedoi  under  certain  stipulations,  is  to  be 
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uii4«rtipod  at  biodtog  the  Coiitrietilif 
Pmritos*  npOD  principlei  of  smtv^l  Mca^ 
riiy»  ta  a  coromon  oBori  agaiiMt  the  power 
of  Napoleon  Baonapariej  in  pertoance  of 
the  3d  ariicle  of  ibe  said  Treaty  ;  hot  it  it 
nol  to  be  imderttood  aa  binding  bit  Bri* 
lanmc  Majeity  to  prosecute  the  war  «viih 
a  view  of  impoting  open  France  any  par* 
iicular  gofernmenti  That^  however  toii* 
citoas  the  Prince  Regent  mutt  be  to  see 
bia  Most  Christian  Majesty  restored  to  tlie 
tbronot  and  however  ansions  be  is  to  coa» 
tribulei  io  ooojunction  with  his  Allies,  to 
ao  auspicioos  an  event,  he  neverih^tess 
^eems  hioiseif  called  upon  to  make  ibis 
declaratioDf  on  the  exchange  of  the  raiiii- 
cations,  as  well  in  coosidoratien  of  wbai  is 
doe  to  bis  Mosi  Christian  Majesty's  in- 
terests in  F/ancei  as  io  confomity  te  the 
principles  upon  which  the  British  Govern^ 
ment  has  invariably  regnlated  its  conduct." 
Why*  nsy  lords,  can  any  thing  be  so  con* 
iradictory  and  inconsistent  as  all  this }  In 
the  first  place  you*  in  the  Treaty,  threaten 
ihe  supporters  of  the  existing  GoTemment 
io  France  with  Tengeance;  and  then,  in 
Ibis  Declaration,  yon  atleupi  to  impren 
France  with  an  opinion  of  your  moderar 
tioo,  by  professioj^  your  diainelination  to 
impose  any  particular  goeernmeiM  upon 
ber  1  -  Io  consideration  of  whal  is  doe  Io 
bis  Mosi  Christian  Majesty's  inlertau !'' 
Nothing  can  be  more  injurious  to  those 
interests  than  this  nosi  impolitic  Declare- 
lion.  Nothing  can  tend  so  efieeiually  to 
annihilate  the  hopes  of  the  Bourbons  in 
France,  and  to  arm  with  tenfold  power 
the  individual  whom  we  with  to  destroy. 

My  lords,  these  are,  as  shortly  m  I  haTe 
beea  able  to  aute  them,  the  reasons  which 
tndnee  me  to  postpone  my  motion,  which 
stood  for  to«morrow.  i  request  the  noble 
earl,  either  at  present,  or  soon,  to  answer 
the  inquiries  which  I  have  made.  I  wtah 
him  first  to  tell  us,  why  he  withheld  from 
US  the  knowledge  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna, 
at  the  time  when  he  called  upon  us  to  vote 
the  Address  of  the  7th  of  April,  and  what 
ere  the  diflEsieot  eirennutances  under  which 
he  has  conaented  to  its  production.  I  wish 
him  next  to  explain,  what  is  the  object  ef 
the  war  aa  reaultiog  from  the  Treaty  of 
Vienna.  la  it  the  expulsion  of  Buonaparte 
exckMively  ?  Is  it  the  expulsion  end  po» 
nisbment  of  Bnonepene  aim  ail  tbeae  who 
haive  adhered  and  may  adhere  Io  him  i  I 
wish  him  lastly  to  inform  oa,  whether  there 
is  esy  reaaoo  to  hope  that  the  ciicuoMlance 
of  the  retnro  of  this  peraen  to  aopreoM 
aathortty  inFranee«ami  the eoMoqieoeea 
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arbicb  may  naturaUy  be  iexpceted  from 
that  event,  may  lead  to  a  re«consideratioii 
by  the  Allied  Powers  of  the  objectionable 
parts  of  their  previona  arrangementa  in  the 
Congreaa;  and  thus  to  preaent  to  Buene» 
partS  a  front  the  most  dreadful  to  auch  aa 
tndividaal«*eontented  Europe— united  Eu^ 
rope.«»*The  preaent  situation  of  Ita1y«»H>f 
Saxony,  ought  irreaiatibly  to  urge  to  aocb 
a  revision.  At  tbia  moment  the  king  of 
Prussia  is  compelled  to  suppress  byroili^ 
tary  force  an  insorrection  at  Dresden  fiip' 
vourable  to  Boooepartfe.  I  ask  the  nob|e 
earl  if  there  are  no  hopes  thai  the  order  of 
tbinga  to  whicb  anob  no  oocorrence  ia  av 
tributable,  may  not  yet  be  ameliorated  ?«^ 
My  lorda,  I  more  to  discharge  the  order 
for  to*morrow,  intending  to  bring  thequesF 
tioB  forward  some  day  next  week,  ahookl 
the  information  which  may  render  it  un- 
necessary not  be  efforded. 

The  EaH  of  Lwerpool  eaid  :«-Witb  re.- 
spect,  my  lords,  to  the  first  topic  adrerted 
to  in  the  noble  marqoia's  speech,  bis  io** 
tended  motion  on  the  subject  of  Sazonv, 
all  that  I  can  say  is,  that  it  is  for  the  noble 
marquis  to  detemine  for  himself,  aa  to  the 
period  at  which  hfe  may  think  it  convenient 
to  bring  it  forward.  It  is  one  of  those 
questions  en  which  his  Majesty's  Governs- 
esent  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  not  to  com- 
municate informalieo  Io  Perliamant  at  the 
present  period,  incomplote  as  are  the  Irana* 
actions  in  wbiob  it  was  comprehended, 
and  no  treaty  haTmg  been  coneloded  with 
relation  to  ir.  Wbenerev  the  noble  mae- 
quis  msy  choose  to  make  bia  rootioo,  I  am 
prepared  to  defend  the  eondnct  of  hie 
Majesty^s  GoeemmeoW  on  the  grounds 
which  are  already  before  the  pablie.  I 
wish,  however,  my  lords,  to  reply  to  some 
of  the  sebaeqaent  statementa  and  questiooe. 
of  the  noble  marquis.  The  noble  marquU 
accuses  me  of  not  having  produced  the 
Treaty  of  Vienna,  when  I  moved  the  Ad- 
dress on  tbe|7tb  of  April.  Now^  whit 
was  the  extent  of  that  Address  ?  To  vote 
the  incr^ese  of  our  lend  and  sea  forces,  and 
the  expediency  of  acting  in  concert  witk 
our  Allies.  I  distinctly  declared  en  thtft 
occasion,  that  i  wished  carefully  to  abstain 
from  touching  on  the  policy  of  war  or 
peace*  Your  lordships,  however  yoo 
might  entertain  diffisrent  opinions  with 
respect  to  nitarior  proceedings,  were  «na- 
nimooa  in  your  approbation  of  that  armar 
ment,  and  that  concert,  which -war  or 
peace  alike  demended.  To  that  the  House 
^oA  the  eountry  are  pledged,  end  not  en 
iota  beyond.    At  the  period  of  Ihe  die- 

(si) 


88Q       HOUSE  OF  LOBDSi     Ihafytignedatriemuimil^^Sth^MaraL     [884: 
cussion  of  the  Address,  the  Treaty  in  qumn 


tioD  could  not  with  proprie^  be  laid  before 
Parliament,  being  an  unratified  document. 
But,  my  lords,  besides  this  general  reason, 
there  were  special  reasons  which,  as  I 
stated  to  your  lordships  the  other  evening, 
rendered  it  an  imperative  duty  on  the  part 
of  bis  Majesty's  Government,  not,  on  the 
7th  of  April,  to  communicate  to  Parliament 
their  knowledge  of  the  Treaty.  As  was 
said  both  by  myself  and  by  a  noble  friend 
of  mine,  in  the  debate  on  the  Address,  the 
question  is  an  European  question,  and  not 
a  British  one;  and  it  is  therefore  indis- 
pensable that  in  every  step  which  we  may 
take  respecting  it,  we  should  steadily  con- 
template the  disposition  and  objects  of  the 
Allied  Powers  generally.  We  were  bound 
to  acquiesce  in  the  general  determination. 
If  by  the  wh,ole  of  the  Allied  Powers  war 
were  considered  expedient,qr  peace  deemed 
practicable,  on  whichever  side  of  the  alter- 
native the  general  opinion  prevailed,  to 
that  we  must  prepare  ourselves  to  con- 
form. The  great  reason,  my  lords,  which 
induced  his  Majesty's  ministers  to  with- 
hold from  Parliament  on  the  7th  of  April, 
their  knowledge  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna, 
was,  that  we  felt  that  the  circumstances 
which  existed  when  the  Treaty  was  signed, 
were  very  different  from  the  existing  cir- 
cumstances when  it  was  received  in  this 
country.  I  by  no  means  say,  that  that 
change  of  circumstances  was  such  as  to 
induce  us  to  think  that  it  would  actually 
lead  to  a  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of 
the  Allies :  but  still  we  felt  that  it  might 
do  so.  At  the  time  of  the  conclusion  of 
the  Treaty^  it  was  scarcely  known  at 
Vienna  that  Buonapart6  had  reached  Paris. 
The  Allied  Powers  believed,  at  that  time, 
that  the  Song  of  France  was  still  in  that 
country,  that  he  had  an  apparent  party  in 
his  favour,  and  that  he  had  expressed  his 
determination  not  to  quit  France  while  he 
was  able  to  maintsun  himselfthere.  Under 
.these  circumstances,  I  put  it  to  your  lord- 
ships—I put  it  to  the  noble  marquis  him- 
self, whether  it  would  have  been  fair  to 
the  Allied  Powers  to  publish  their  un- 
jatified  Treaty,  contemplating  as  we  did 
the  possibility,  although  not  the  proba- 
bility, of  a  change  being  effected  in  their 
policy  by  the  change  of  circumstances ; 
and  In  that  event  entitling  them  to  say  to 
usy  **  Affairs  have  completely  altered  since 
we  sent  our  Treaty  to  you  for  your  appro- 
bation. You  ought  to  have  been  aware  of 
this,  and  to  have  given  us  an  opportunity 
of  re-considering  our  decision;  rastead  of 


which  you  have  placed  us  in  an  inconve- 
nient dilemma  by  the  publication  of  the 
Treaty,  and  you  have  done  this  without 
any  necessity  on  your  part  for  taldng  so 
premature  a  step."  It  was  on  these 
grounds,  my  lords,  that  we  did  not  lay 
the  Treaty  before  Parliament ;  and  when 
the  noble  marquis  asks  me,  why  I  have 
now  consented  to  its  production,  I  will  tell 
him,  that  it  is  only  the  substance  of  the 
Treaty  which,  in  compliance  with  the 
motion  of  a  noble  earl,  has  been  produced ; 
and  that  his  Majesty's  ministers  consented 
to  its  production  because  it  had  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Berlin  and  Vienna  Gazette»-^ 
because  a  copy,  materially  incorrect,  had 
found  its  way  into  the  London  newspapers^ 
—and  because  his  Majesty's  Government 
knew  the  subsequent  opinion  of  the  Allied 
Powers  on  the  subject. 

My  li)rds,  it  is  not  my  intention  to  go 
into  any  discussion,  at  the  present  mo- 
ment, on  the  merits  of  this  Treaty.  When 
the  subject  shall  be  hereafter  under  your 
lordships  considersftion,  I  pledge  myself 
to  sustain  itsexpediency ;  but  itis  necessary 
for  me  to  say  a  few  words  in  reply  to  the 
noble  marquis's  questions.  The  noble  mar- 
quis, in  commenting  on  the  first  article  of 
the  Treaty,  contended  that,  as  it  referred 
to  the  Declaration  of  the  13th  of  March, 
it  proclaimed  not  only  Napoleon  Buona- 
parte as  "out  of  the  protection  of  the 
law,''  but  all  those  persons  who  bad  joined, 
or  who  might  join  him.  My  lords,  I  know 
how  difiicult  it  is  so  to  word  a^y  public 
instrument  as  to  preclude,  the  possibility 
of  cavil.  But  I  am  prepared  distinctly 
and  unequivocally  to  state  on  the  part  of 
the  British  Government  and  of  our  Allies, 
that  they  never  contiidered  the  words  used 
in  the  Treaty  to  be  liable  to  the  interpret 
tation  put  upon  them  by  the  noble  marquis. 
Those  words  only  applied  to  the  manner 
and  to  the  circumstances  of  the  invasion 
of  France  by  Buonapart6,  in  violation  of 
existing  engasements ;  and  their  only  im* 
port  in  the  Treaty  is  that  of  hosttlitjr 
against  the  parties,  such  as  that  maintained 
by  one  belligerent  against  another.  The 
noble  marquis  asserted,  that  the  Treaty 
pledged  the  Allied  Powers  to  the  restora- 
tion of  Louis  the  1 8th.  It  conveys  no 
such  meaning.  Oile  of  the  principal  in- 
accuracies in  the  copy  o'f  the  Treaty  pub- 
lished in  the  London  newspapers,  was  the 
passage  which  related  to  the  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Bourbons.  My  lords,  it  never 
was  in  the  contemplation  of  his  Majesty's 
QoTenutttni^it  never  was  in  the  contea- 
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plation  of  the  Allied  Powere-^to  comider 
the  pamge  in  the  TVeaty  alladed  to  by 
the  noble  marquis  ai  involving  a  necewary 
obligation  on  them  to  maintain  war  on  that 
ground.  The  noble  marqois  certainly  bai 
characterised  the  Declaration  of  his  roval 
highness  the  Prince  Regent,  appended  to 
the  Memorandum  from  the  Foreign  Office^ 
laid  on  your  lordships  table  with  the  sob- 
stance  of  the  Treaty,  as  inconsistent  with 
the  Tk-eaty  itself.  I  confess,  my  lords,  I 
was  never  more  astonished  in  my  life  than 
at  the  arguments  built  by  the  noble  mar- 
quis on  ihis  declaration.  Never,  in  my 
homble  opinion,  were  words  chosen  so 
completely  to  express  the  sentiments  en- 
tertained in  common  with  myself  during 
the  whole  of  the  late  war  by  the  noble 
marquis,  and  by  a  noble  baron  (lord  Oren- 
▼ille)  not  now  in  his  place.  The  whole  of 
the  case,  as  it  stands  at  present,  may  be 
resolved  into  three  propositions :— first, 
that  we  consider  the  present  Government 
ef  France  as  an  evil  that  most  be  got  rid 
of;  secondly,  that  we  deem  it  highly  de- 
airahle  to  restore  the  legitimate  monarchy 
of  France,  and  will  .contribute  our  effbru 
to  that  restoration ;  and  thirdly,  that  we 
do  not,  however,  consider  that  restoration 
as  a  me  ^d  hm,  and  disclaim  any  in^n- 
tion  of  imposing  a  government  on  the 
French  people.  If  therefore,  my  lords, 
we  go  into  France,  we  go  to  destroy  the 
pernicious  Government  that  exists^  but  by 
no  means  to  impose  any  government  in  its 
stead.  The  noble  marquis  asks,  in  the 
event  of  the  destruction  of  Boonapart4*s 
government,  whether  we  shall  think  our 
work  completed  ?  I  reply,  that  we  have 
already  declared  our  wishes  under  these 
circumstances;  but  as  it  is  impossible  to 
foresee  what  may  happen,  his  Majesty's 
Government  will  not  fetter  their  determi- 
nations by  pledging  themselves  to  any 
particular  course  of  conduct.  The  ques- 
tion with  respect  to  the  future,  must  be 
left  open  to  be  decided  by  the  occurrences 
of  the  future.  The  Declaration  of  his 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  I  con- 
fess, I  should  have  thought  was  in  strict 
conformity  to  the  sentimenu  of  the  noble 
marquis ;  I  know  that  it  is  in  conformity 
to  the  sentiments  of  our  Allies ;  and  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  in  conformity  to  the  senti- 
ments of  the  illustrious  monarch  to  whom 
it  chiefly  refers.  This  Declaration,  my 
lords,  was  founded  on  the  third  and  on  the 
eighth  articles  of  the  Treaty.  In  the  third 
article,  the  contracting  parties  recipro* 
cally  engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arma 


but  by  common  consent;  in  the  eighth 
article,  liouis  the  ]8th  is  especially  invited 
to  accede  to  the  Treaty.  Now  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  thought  that  if  no  ex- 
planation attended  the  ratification  of  the 
Treaty  by  Great  Britain,  we  might  be 
placed  in  this  dilemma — ^that  although  we 
were  not  bound  by  the  Treaty  to  carry  on 
the  war  until  the  restoration  of  Louis  the 
18th,  we  should  not  be  able  to  make  peace 
without  his  consent.  We  knew  that  this 
was  a  mere  inadvertence  on  the  part  of 
the  Allies,  but  we  thought  it  but  fair  and 
candid  towards  them,  to  accompany  the 
ratification  of  Great  Britain  with  a  decla- 
ration explanatory  ofour  understanding  of 
that  which  might  otherwise  be  misappre« 
bended. 

Barl  Grey  said : — My  lords,  I  will  not 
follow  all  the  arguments  advanced  by  the 
noble  earl,  in  reply  to  the  observations  of 
my  noble  friena.  All  I  wish  to  sute  is» 
that  when  I  voted  for  the  Address  of  the 
7th  of  April,  in  assurance  and  on  the  ad* 
mission  of  the  noble  earl,  that  that  vote 
would  not  pledge  Parliament  to  war,  I 
did  it  also  on  the  further  persuasion,  that 
at  that  moment  his  Majesty's  ministers 
had  Uken  no  step  by  which  the  coontry 
was  actually  committed  on  the  subject. 
If,  at  that  time,  I  had  understood  from  his 
Majesty's  ministers  that  their  policy  was 
conducted  on  offensive,  and  not  on  de-* 
fensive  views,  I  should  have  felt  it  incom* 
bent  on  me  not  to  object  to  the  Addreaa 
(for  under  the  existing  circumstances,  the 
measures  of  preparation  to  which  the  Ad« 
dress  pledged  Parliament,  were  indispen« 
sable),  but  to  ofStt  to  your  lordships  an 
amendment,  distinctly  marking  my  sense 
of  the  question  before  us.  Whether 
or  not  it  was  consistent  with  the  noble 
earl's  duty  to  communicate  to  this  House 
at  the  time  the  Address  was  proposed,  so 
much  of  the  Treaty  of  Vienna  aa  would 
have  given  us  an  insight  of  the  policy 
of  the  Allied  Powers,  I  will  not  take 
upon  me  to  determine;  but  I  repeat, 
that  my  intentions  in  voting  for  the  Ad« 
dress  were  to  enable  his  Majesty's  minis- 
ters  to  adopt  measures  of  preparation  in 
a  very  different  spirit  from  that  by  which 
I  now  find  they  were  animated.  With 
regard  to  the  exposition  of  the  Treaty 
which  we  have  just  beard  firom.the  noUe 
earl,  all  I  can  say  is,  that  I  think  the 
communication  of  the  Treaty  itself  ought 
to  have  been  accompanied  by  a  Message 
from  the  Throne,  comprehending  the 
rcMons  which  had  induced  his  royal  high- 
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iWM iiie  Princi  Regcntl«  agree  lo it  { 'and' 
that  we  ihould  not  hare  been  expoied  to 
the  iooonvenience  of  eodeatouring  lo  tsoU 
leet  the  object  of  that  acquieacettce.  1 
agree,  ray  lordly  with  the  noble  earU  that 
this  IB  not  a  fit  opportunitj  to  diicuts  the 
merits  of  the  Treaty.  No  Hotioe  wai 
gtreni  and  no  expectation  was  entertained 
of  loch  a  discussion ;.  and  I  shoold  be 
mdre  particularly  reluctant  to  enter  into 
It  ill  the  abseoee  of  a  noble  friend  of  mine 
(lord  Grenville},  whose  absence  is,  I  hare 
so  doubt,  occasiened  by  his  not  antici* 
pating  that  your  lordships  would  this 
erening  engage  in  the  examination  of 
any  great  public  question.  Netertheleis, 
^therf  bare  been  one  or  two  obserratioos 
•made  by  the  noble  earl,  which  I  canool 
allow  to  pass  without  remark.  The  noble 
earl  says,  that  the  Treaty  does  not  pledge 
us  or  our  Allies  to  prosecute  the  war  on 
the  principle  of  the  Declaration  of  the 
ISIh  of  Ma^ch.  I  with,  my  lords,  that 
this  explanation  rested  on  something  more 
than  en  the  passing  words  of  the  noble 
earl  in  this  House,  t  regret  that  it  was 
not  attached  to  the  Declaration  with  which 
his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  has 
accompanied  his  directions  for  the  raiiA* 
cation  of  the  Treaty^  The  noble  earl  de* 
elares,  that  now  that  Buonaparte  is  on 
the  throne  of  France,  and  that  the  King 
of  France  is  expelled,  the  general  senti- 
ment of  the  country  appearing  to  be  ad* 
▼erse  to  him,  it  was  not  Intended  to  pro^ 
aecote  the  war  against  the  French  Ruler, 
in  i^n^  other  spirit  than  that  of  ordinary 
hostility  against  an  enepy.  The  Treaty, 
lK>wef  er,  binds  his  Majesty's  Government 
and  the  Allies  to  proseeute  the  war  in  the 
spirit  of  the  Declaration  of  the  ISth  of 
March,  and  to  direct  in  common  and  with 
one  accord,  should  the  case  require  it,  all 
their  efforts  against  him  and  against  all 
those  who  should  hare  already  joined  his 
faction,  or  shall  hereafter  join  it.  Now, 
my  lords,  what  is  the  spirit  of  the  Decla- 
mtion  of  the  13  th  of  March  ?  ThatDecla- 
ration  states,  «'  that  Napoleon  Buonaparte 
bad  destroyed  the  only  legal  title  on 
which  his  existence  depended,'*  th^t  (in 
a  phrase  of  an  almost  ineomprehensibU 
neture]  «'  he  bed  placed  himself  without 
the  pale  of  cliril  and  social  relations,  and 
that  as  an  enemy  and  a  disturber  of  the 
trsbquillltyof  the  world,  he  had  rendered 
himself  liaole  to  public  rengeance."  Why, 
my  lords,  this  can  point  only  to  the  peN 
sonal  extermination  of  the  roan.  It  sue- 
pends  all  the  roles  of  ordinary  warfiire 


for  that  purpose.  It  not  enly  raSaea  tb» 
swArd  of  public  feageance  agaios*  hia 
life»  liut  it  arms  the  assassin  for  the  aarae 
object*^  Certainly  this,  which  is  the  only 
natural,  is  the  most  atrocious  constroctioii 
of  the  passage  in  the  Declaration  of  tile 
Allies,  and  I  am  heartily  glad  to  hear  it 
disclaimed  by  the  noble  earl.  But*  aorely, 
my  lords,  something  more  than  a  speech 
in  this  House  is  demanded,  in  order  to 
explain  the  matter  to  the  country^  to  oar 
friends,  and  I  will  add,  eren  to  the  enemy. 
It  is,  however,  a  consolation  to  hear  the 
noble  earl's  solitary  roice  proclaim  that 
the  Declaration  is  not  held  to  beer  the 
oonstmction  to  which  it  seems  liable,  and 
to  find  that  the  parties  to  this  shamelvl 
instrument  blush  st  their  own  condQct,and 
hasten  to  disarow  it.  There  waa  one  part 
of  the  noble  earl's  speech  which,  I  goo* 
(ess,  I  heard  with  considerable  aJana. 
The  noble  earl  asserted  that  the  principfe 
which  the  explanatory  Declaration  of  hie 
royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  actwally 
involred  was  one  which  he  had  maintained 
for  many  vears,  in  common  with  mr 
noble  friend  near  me  (marquis  Wellealey  ), 
.  and  a  noble  friend  of  mine  who  ia  not  in 
hie  place  (lord  GrenTille)— I  mean  the 
principle  of  potting  an  end  to  the  cziatiog 
Goremment  of  France.  Three  proposi* 
tions  were  stated  by  the  noble  earl,  aa 
those  which  were  comprehended  in  that 
Declaration ;  the  first  that  the  sine  qmi  won 
of  peace  ^>  the  destruction  of  the  exist- 
ing Goremment  of  France ;  the  secondi 
that  it  was  desirable  to  restore  what  be 
called  the  legitimate  monarchy  of  that 
country ;  the  third,  that  the  restoration  eC 
that  monarchy  would,  howerer*  by  no 
means  be  considered  as  a  sme  9«d  nee.  And 
first,  my  lords,  with  respecijt  to  the  principle 
on  which  we  are  to  go  to  war,  that  of  the 
destruction  of  the  eiiisting  Government  of 
France,  I  maintain  that  the  noble  lord'a 
assertion,  that  during  the  late  war  it  wee 
for  many  years  a? owed  and  acted^npon, 
is  unfounded.  Avowed  I  know  it  waa 
not,  and  if  acted  upon,  then  were  Parlia* 
mem  and  the  public  most  soandalonriy 
deceived  on  the  subject.  I  recollect|  my* 
seify  before  I  had  the  honour  to  sit  among 
your  lordships,  making  a  motion  in  the 
other  House  of  Parliament  to  bring  thin 
queBtk>n  to  an  issuot  by  a  declaratwn  thai 
the  nature  of  the  existing  Govermnent  of 
France  did  not  preclude  a  negpoiatioa  fisr 
peace.  Was  my  motion  negatived  ?  No^ 
my  lords.  Mr.  Pitt  wonid  not  venture 
to  meet  it  in  that  way;  ^  He  w^ukl  .not 
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Teniir*  to  aiteri  ibe  priodplo  whick  the 
noble  earl  now  leya  bee  been  long  otowed 
and  acted  open,  becaoee  ba  knew  tbei 
wilb  ell  bit  great  powers,  be  thoold  be 
unable  to  justify  it  in  the  face  of  the 
cnnntry.  No  loch  principle  bat,  in  fact, 
erer  been  before  recogniaied.  Your  lord* 
ehips  ere  now  told,  for  the  first  tiase,  that 
we  are  aboot  to  make  war  for  the  cxterw 
inination  of  the  Government  of  France, 
aa  a  go? ernment ;  and  that  nntil  that  be 
ofl^ctedi  we  are  not  to  expect  peace. 
Against  that  determination,  my  lords,  I 
protest,  I  think  it  most  onjast  nnd  most 
unwise.  I  think  that  in  its  consequences 
it  tbreaMenf  the  interest,  the  ufeiy,  nay^ 
Um  existence  of  this  country.  I  would 
wiab  by  etery  possible  mean*  to  avert 
foch  an  evil.  The  noble  earl,  it  is  true, 
declares  bis  readiness  to  meet  any  discos- 
eion  which  may  be  instituted  on  this  sido 
of  the  House,  of  the  merits  of  the  Treaty  ; 
but  I  maintain  that  neither  I  nor  any  of 
my  noble  friends  near  me  should  be  placed 
in  the  sitnation  of  being  compelled  to 
make  a  motion  on  the  subject*  We  have 
a  right  to  expect  that  his  Majesty's  mi* 
nisters  should  bring  the  question  before 
your  lordships,  that  they  should  explain 
the  principle  On  which  they  have  pro- 
ceeded, and  originate  the  inrestigation  of 
the  principle  of  a  measure  to  which  they 
bate  been  parties. 

Marqeis  WdJMf^  said  :-^I  >  beg^  my 
lords,  to  be  allowed  to  my  a  few  wordsi 
in  consequence  of  what  has  follen  ftom 
my  noble  friend,  as  to  the  inconvenience 
of  discussing  this  subject  at  the  present 
moment.  It  was  never  my  intention  to 
dabatctheseneral  policy  of  the  Treaty  this 
evening.  My  sole  object  wu  lo  procure 
that  Which  I  have  obtained-^the  expla* 
nation  given  by  the  noble  earl  00  the  two 
points  toached  open  by  my  noble  friend. 
With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  points 
which  my  noble  fnend  thought  with  my* 
self  bore  a  most  odious  constructioo,  I  am 
satisfied  to  find,  by  the  explanation  of  the 
nehle  earl,  that  k  is  not  in  the  contempla- 
tibn  of  his  Majesty's  Govenimeot,  or  of 
the  Allied  Powers,  to  proceed  in  the  spirit 
ef  ibe  DeolaraticB  of  the  19tb  of  March ; 
although  I  am  much  sorpraed  at  the 
ittange  contradiction  vrhicb  tbat  staler 
ntnt  conveys.  Ae  to  the  other  point,  it 
will  coma  more  fitly  before  yonr  lord- 
ships whenever  the  general  discnmion 
ibttl  lake  place.  But  f  may  be  parmitted 
lo'go  -so  for  as  to  diselatm  ever  having 
bee*  a  iiatfly  lo  a  prosacntiaa  of  iha  late 
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trar  agalnat  France  en  the  principle  pio- 
olaimed  by  the  noble  earl.  Whenever 
the  day  of  investigation  arrives,  1  shall 
be  prepared  to  meet  the  noble  earl  on 
this  ground;  and  to  msintain  that  the 
principle  to  which  he  alludes  was  never 
avowed,  and  never  acted  upon  during 
the  whole  of  the  war  with  rerolutionary 
France. 

Earl  Damity  declared,  that  he  should 
not  have  voted  for  the  Address  of  the  7tb 
of  April,  bad  he  be^n  aware  of  the  exist* 
ence  of  a  Treaty  which  pledged  tbia 
country  and  our  Allies  to  an  offensive  wat 
against  France.  If  his  Majesty's  miaistera 
did  not  choose  to  bring  the  subject  undet 
their  lordships  consideration,  he  thought 
it  would  be  tha  duty  of  same  of  his  ni>blo 
friends  near  him,  to  ascertain  by  motion, 
the  opinion  of  their  lordships  on  the  prtn* 
cipla  upon  which  the  noble  earl  bad 
avowed  that  it  was  the  intention  of  bia 
Majesty's  Government  to  prosecate  tba 
war. 

The  order  was  then  discharged. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 

Tkund^,  April  S?.  .  ^ 

,  COMMITTBB  ON  GraIID  JuaT  PbISXMT- 

MBUTS.]  Mr.  Cooper  bating  movad» 
•«  Tbat  the  entry  in  the  votes  of  the  House 
of  yesterday,  of  tha  appointment  of  a 
select  committee  to  examine  the  coptea 
of  the  Grand  Jury  Presentmanu  of  Ire- 
land, which  were  presented  to  the  House 
upon  the  5th  day  of  this  instant  April, 
and  to  report  the  same,  with  their  obser« 
vatians  thereupon,  to  the  House,"  might  be 
read ;  and  the  same  being  read,  the  boo* 
member  next  moved.  That  the  number  of 
the  said  committee  be  twenty»one. 

Sir  JoAa  Nctapori  was  well  convinced 
that  the  present  was  a  subject  worthy  of 
a  serioos  and  careful  examination,  Imt 
thoaght  that  it  was  brought  forward  in 
a  mode  not  calculated  to  obtain  the  ob- 
ject in  contemplation.  The  Government 
should  not  interfere  with  it,  nor  should 
the  Committee  consist  exclusively  of  Irish 
members.  He  foared  that  prejodkea 
might  insensibly  operaia  lo  counteract  Iho 
advantages  expected  to  reaolt  from  tba 
proposed  measure.  The  sums  raised  wcia 
very  coosidtrable,  and  pressed  beavily  on 
a  particular  clam  of  the  coesmonity ;  it  waa 
a  land-tax  to  a  ^erj  conaiderable  amoant, 
and  all  disposed  or  by  tba  aevaral  jarias^ 
On  this  accoant  he  thought  tbat  it  aboaWI 
ba  aaxioasly  considefud,  aftd  tbat  ihf 
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ob|«ct  would  be  bert  obtained  if  there 
were  e  considerable  noniber  of  Eoglish 
memberB  in  Uie  Coininiitee«  who  could 
feel  no  immediate  or  private  interests  in 
the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Vetty  FiiMgerald  agreed  perfectly 
with  the  right  hon*  baronet^  in  bis  seuti- 
nents  respecting  the  measlire ;  botwould 
net  have  troubled  the  Hoosu  with  the  ex« 
pression  of  that  feeling,  were  he  not  de- 
sirous at  the  same  time  to  state«  that  the 
measure  should  not  be  considered  as  one 
merely  ministerial.  He  thought  a  number 
of  Eoglish  membera  should  be  introduced, 
for  the  purpose  of  amalgamating  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  representation. 

The  Speaker  having  read  thie  list  of  the 
members  proposed  to  form  the  committee. 

Sir  J.  Netopori  observed,  that  there  were 
only  four  English  members ;  wberisas  he 
thought  no  less  than  eight  should  be 
nominated,  for  the  purpose  of  insuring 
an  attendance.  All  those  now  mentioned 
were  professional  gentlemen,  who  could 
not  be  expected  to  attend  punctually. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  list  would  be 
amended* 

Mr.  Cooper  had  no  objection  to  gratify 
the  desire  of  the  worthy  baroneL 
.  Mr.  Wroiie$Uy  said,  he  had  heard  the 
question  agitated  on  a  former  evening; 
and  as  far  as  he  could  jod^e,  the  present 
committee  would  not  effect  the  purpose 
designed. 

>  Colonel  Barry  thought  county  members 
should  preponderate  in  the  formation  of 
the  Committee. 

•  They  were  ihen  proceeding  to  nomi- 
nate some  other  members,  but  it  was  at 
length  agreed,  "  That  so  much  of  the  said 
order  be  discharged  as  relates  to  the  names 
of  the  members  appointed  to  be  of  the 
aaid  Committee.^' 

Motion  eelatinc  to  the  TmAMsPBa 
OP  Genoa.]  In  pursuance  of  the  notice 
he  had  given^ 

Sir  James  Mackintosh  rose  and  spoke  in 
subst&ce  as  follows : 

•  Mr.  Speaker  ;~^1  now  rise,  pursuant  to 
my  notice,  to  discharge  the  most  arduous, 
and  certainly  the  most  painful  public 
duty  which  1  have  ever  felt  myself  calM 
t9>  perform.  I  have  to  bring  before  the 
Ho(Uie,  jj^robably  for  its  final  considera- 
tion, the  caae  of  Genoa,  which,  in  various 
forms  of  proceeding  and  stages  of  progress, 
has  already  occupied  a  considerable  de- 
gree of  our  attention.    All  these  previous 
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discussions  of  this  great  question  of  faitli 
and  justice,  have  hitherto  of  neceaaity  beea 
atmostentirdyconfinedtooneside.  When 
my  hon.  frieiid*  moved  for  papers  on  Ihia 
subject,  the  reasoning  was  only  on  thia 
side  of  the  House.     The  gentlemeD  on  the 
opposite  side  professedly  abstained  from 
discussion  of  the  merits  of  the  case,  be* 
cause  they  alleged  that  discussion   was 
then  prematqre,  and  that  discloaore  of 
the  documents  necessary  to  form  a  right 
judgment  would,  at  that  period,  have  been 
injurious  to  the  public  interest.     In  what 
tiiat  danger  consisted,  or  how  such  a  ^a^ 
closure  would  have  been  more  inoonre- 
nien^  on. the  22nd  of  February  than  on 
the  27th  of  April,  the^  will  donbtleaa 
this^ay  explain.  I  have  in  vain  ezaminad 
the  Papers  for  an  explanation  of  it.    It 
was  a  serious  assertion,  made  on  their  oai* 
nisterial  responsibility,  and  absolutely  re- 
quires   to   be    satisfactorily  establiahed. 
After  the  return  of  the  noble  lord  liom 
Vienna,  the  discussion  was  again  confined 
to  one  side,  by  the  singular  course  which 
he  thought  fit  to  adopt.    When  my  boa. 
friend  (Mr,  Whitbread)  gave  notice  of  a 
motion  for  all  papers  respecting  ihoaa 
arrangements  at  Vienna  which  had  been 
substantially  completed,  the  noble    lord 
did   not  intimate  any  intention  of    ac- 
ceding, to  the  motion.     He  suffered  it  to 
proceed  as  if  it  were  to  be  adversely  de- 
bated ;  and,  instead  of  granting  the  papen 
80  as  that  they  might  be  in  possession  of 
every  member  a  sufficient  time  for  care- 
ful perusal  and  attentive  consideration,  he 
brought  out  upon  us  in  the  middle  of  his 
speech  a  number  of  documents,  which  had 
been  familiar  to  him  for  six  months,  bat 
of  which  no  private  member  of  the  House 
could  hkve  known  the  existence.    It  waa 
impossible  for  us  to  discuss  a  great  maaa 
of  papers  of  which  we  had  heard  extracia 
once  read  in  the  heat  and  hurry  of  debate. 
For  |he  moment  we  were  silenced  by  thia 
ingenious  stratagem;  the  House  was  taken 
by  surprise.     They  were  betrayed  into 
premature  applause  of  that  of  which  it  waa 
absolutely  impossible  that  they  should  be 
competent  judges. 

-  It  was  a  proceeding  which  tended 
(I  say  nothing  of  intention)  to  obtain 
tumultuary  approbation  by  partial  atate- 
ment,  and  by  the  undue  effect  of  a  first 
impression  on  a  numerous  assembly  to 
prejudge  the  final  determination  of  this 
grave  question  of   policy  and  national 

«  Mr.  Lambtoo.    See  vol.  29,  p.  92a. 
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honour.  It  might  be  ihoa^bt  to  imply 
a  very  onreaionable  dislruit  in  the  noble 
lord  of  hit  own  (aleots*  if  it  were  not 
much  more  naturally  impotable  to  hit 
well-groonded  doubu  of  the  jutlice  of  hii 
cause.  Once  more,  then,  by  these  de« 
vices  of  parliamentary  tactics,  the  arga* 
ment  was  confined  to  one  side. 

1  have  felt  great  impatience  to  bring 
the  question  to  a  final  hearing  as  soon  as 
every  member  possessed  that  fall  infor- 
mation, in  which  alone  I  well  knew  that 
my  strength  most  consist*    The  prodac* 
tion  of  the  Papers*  has  occasioned  some 
delay;  bat  it  has  been  attended  also  with 
tome  advantage  to  me,  which  I  ought  to 
confeM.    It  has  given  me  the  opportunity 
of  hearing,  in  another  place,  a  most  per* 
spicuous  and  forcible  statement  of   the 
defence  of  the  Ministers  ;t  a  statement 
which,   without    disparagement   to    the 
talenu  of  the  noble  lord,  I  may  venture 
40    consider    as   containing    the    whole 
strength  of  their  case.    After  listening  to 
that  able  statement,  after  much  reflection 
for  two  months,  after  the  most  anxious 
examination  of  the  Papers  before  us;  I 
feel  myself  compelled  to  adhere  to  my 
original  opinion;    to    bring  before    the 
House  the  forcible  transfer  of  the  Genoese 
territory  to  the  foreign  master,  whom  the 
Genoese  people   most  hate,— a  transfer 
aiipulated  by  British  ministers,  and  exe- 
cuted by  British  troops,  as  an  act  by 
which  the  pledged  faith  of  this  nation  has 
been  forfeited,  tlie  roles  of  justice  have 
been   fiolated,    the    fundamental    prin* 
ciples  of   European   policy  have    been 
shaken,  and  the  odious  claims  of  con* 
quest  stretched  to  ao  extent  unwarranted 
by  u  single  preoedent  in  the  good  Uoms 
of  Europe.    On  the  examination  of  these 
charges,  I  entreat  gentlemen  to  enter  with 
that  disposition  which  becomes  u  solemn 
and  judicial  determination  of  a  questioB 
which  afiects  the  honour  of  their  country, 
certainly  without  forgetting  that  justice 
which  IS   due  to  the  King's  ministersi 
whose  character   it   does   most    deeply 
imoort 

I  shall  not  introduce  into  this  discus* 
sioo  any  of  the  practical  questions  which 
have  ariswi  out  of  recent  and  terrible 
events.  They  may,  like  other  events  in 
hiitory,  supply  argument  or  illustration ; 
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bat  I  flball  in  substance  argue  the  case  as 
if  I  were  again  speaking  on  the  22nd  ^ 
February  ;  without  any  other  change 
than  a  tone  probably  more  subdued  than 
would  have  been  natural  during  that 
short  moment  of  secure  and  almost  trium* 
phant  tranquillity. 

For  this  transaction,  and  for  our  share 
in  all  the  great  measures  of  the  Congress 
of  Vienna,  the  noble  lord  has  told  us  that 
be  IS '  pre-eramently  responsible.'  I  know 
not  in  what  foreign  school  he  may  have 
learnt  such  principles  or  phrases;     but 
however  much  his  colleagues  may  have 
resigned  their  discretion  to  htm,  I  trust 
that  Parliament  will  not  sofier  him  to 
relieve  them  from  any  part  of  their  respon- 
sibility. V  I  shall  not  now  inquire  on  what 
principle  of  constitutional  law  the  whole 
late  conduct  of  continental  negociationa 
by  the  noble  lord  could  be  justified.    A 
Secretary   of  State    has  travelled   over 
Europe  with  the  crown  and  sceptre  of 
Great  Britain,  exorcisii^g  the  royal  prero- 
gatives without  the  possibility  of  acoesi 
to  the  Crown  to  give  advice  and  to  re* 
oeive    commands,    and    concluding    hia 
country  by  irrevocable  acts,  without  com* 
monication  with  the  other  responsible  ad- 
visers of  the  King.    I  shall  not  now  exa« 
mine  into  the  nature  of  what  our  ancestora 
would  have  termed  an  *  accroachment'  of 
royal  power,  an  oflfence  described  indeed 
with  dangerous  laxity  in  ancient  times^ 
but  as  an  exercise  of  supreme  power  in 
any  other  mode  than  by  the  forms,  and 
under  the  responsibility  prescribed  by  law 
undoubtedly  tending  to  the  subversion  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  the  British 
monarchy. 

In  all  the  preliminary  discussions  of 
this  sul^ect,  the  noble  lord  has  naturally 
lahoured  to  excite  prejudice  against  his 
oppon^ts.  He  has  made  a  liberal  use 
or  the  common*places  of  every  adminis- 
tration, against  every  oppoeition;  and  he 
has  assailed  us  chiefly  through  my  boa. 
friend  (Mr.  Whitbread),  with  language 
more  acrimonious  and  contumelious  than 
is  very  consistent  with  hi^  recommenda* 
tioos  of  decorum  and  moderation.  He 
speaks  of  our  '  foul  calumnies,'  though 
caluasniaton  do  not  call  out  as  we  did  m 
inquiry  and  for  trial.  He  tells  os,  *'  that 
our  discussions  inflame  nations  more  than 
thejr  eorrect  governments;"— a  pleasant 
antithesis,  which  I  have  no  doubt  contaiN 
tbo  opinion  entertained  of  all  popular  die* 
cuasion  by  the  sovereigna  and  ministers  of 
absolute  monarchies,  ondor  whom  he  haa 
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laitelyModieclo^stitaitiMmlpriiicipiei*  Ifi* 
4t«d,'Str»  I  do  noi  wooder  thaloD-iiM  retoDi 
loihisHoiMe*  betbould  have  beeiifnrovok^d 
into  some  forgtifuloest  of  his  otual  mode- 
mion;  sfler  long  familiariiy  with  ib« 
•mooth  and  00ft  niaDoers  of  diploroatiaU> 
it  is  natural  that  be  should  recoil  from  the 
torbuleni  freedom  of  a  popular  anembly. 
But  let  him  remember^  that  to  the  uo- 
cDurtly  and  fearless  torboleoce  of  this 
Uoase,  Great  Britain  owes  a  greatness  and 
power  so  much  above  her  natural  re» 
sources^  and  that  rank  among  nations, 
which  safe  him  ascendancy  and  authority 
in  the  deliberations  of  assembled  Europe. 
Sic  Jrniii  Btruria  ami.  By  that  plain- 
ness and  roughness  of  speech  which 
wounded  the  nerves  of  courtiers,  this 
House  has  forced  kings  and  ministers  to 
respect  public  liberty  at  home,  and  to 
obserre  pebWc  iaith  abroad.  He  com* 
plains,  that  this  should  be  the  first  place 
where  the  faith  of  this  country  is  im- 
pngned  \*^l  rerjoice  that  it  is.  It  is  be- 
canse  the  first  approaebes  towards  breach 
of  faith  are  sure  of  being  attacked' here, 
ihat  there  is  so  little  ground  for  speeious 
«ltaok  on  our  faith  in  other  places.  It  is 
the  nature  and  essence  of  the  House  of 
Commons  to  be  jealous  and  suspicious,  even 
to  cKoessy  of  the  manner  io  which  the 
condeei  of  the  Executive  Government  may 
•fleet  that  devest  of  national  ioterestfri»4be 
eharacter  of  the  nation  for  justice  and 
faith*  What  is  destroyed  by  the  slightest 
speck,  can  never  be  sincerely  regarded, 
unless  it  be  watched  with  jealous  vigikmce. 
In  qoeetieiw  of  policy,  where  inconveni* 
•noe  is  the  worst  oonseqfuence  of  error, 
and  where  much  deference  may  be  rea- 
sonably paid  tOYuperior  information,  there 
is  much  room  for  confidence  beforehand, 
and  for  indulgence  afterwards ;  but  confi* 
flence  respecting  a  puint  of  honour  is  a 
disregard  of  honour.  Never^  certainly, 
was  there  an  occasion  when  these  princi- 
ples became  of  more  urgent  application 
than  during  the  deliberations  of  the  Con* 
grass  of  Vienna.  Disposing,  as  they  did, 
of  rights  and  interests  more  momentous 
Ihun  ware  ever  before  pUced  at  the  dis- 
posal of  a  human  assembly,  is  it  fit  that 
no  channel  should  be  left  open  by  which 
tbey  might  learn  the  opinion  of  the  public 
respecting  their  counsels,  and  the  feelings 
which  their  meesares  excited  from  Nor* 
eMkytoAndalosfu?  Were  these  princes  and 
UMBtslers  really  desirous,  in  a  situation  of 
tfemcndousffespqnsibility,to  bereave  them- 
eehes  of  the  guidance,  and  release 
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judgment  from  the  control  which  would 
arise  from  some  knowledge  of  the  f^oneral 
sentimeiits  of  mankind  r   Were  tbey  eo 
infetoated  by  absolute  power,  aa  to  wish 
that  they  might  never  hear  the   public 
judgment  till  their  system  was  unalterably 
established,  and  the  knowledge  could  no 
longer  be  useful  r    It  seems  so.     Tbere 
was  only  one  assembly  io  Europe  from 
whose  free  discussions  they  might  leaio 
the  opinionsof  independent  men;  only  one 
in   which  the    grievances  of   men   and 
nations  might  be  published  with  some 
effect.     The  House  of  Commons  waa  tho 
only   body  which  represented,  in  sonau 
sori|  the  public  opinion  of  Europe;  and 
the  discussions  which  might  have  con* 
veyed  that  opinion  to  the  Sover^gns  al 
Vienna,  seem,  from  the  language  of  the 
noble  lord,  to  be  odious  and  alarming  to 
them  ;*-even  in  that  case  we  have  one 
consolation.  Those  who  hate  advice  asoac, 
always  need  it  most.    If  our  language  was 
odious,  it  must^  in  the  very  same  propor* 
tion,  have  been  necessary ;  and  notwith- 
standing all  the  abuse  thrown  upon  it^  may 
have  been  partly  eSectoat :  denial,  at  least, 
proves  nothing:-— we  are  very  sure  that  if 
we  had  prevented  any  evil,  we  ahonld 
only  have  been  the  more  abused. 

1  do  nd^  regret  the  obloqay  with 
which  we  have  been  loaded  during  the 
present  session-;  it  is  a  proof  that  we  uiu 
following,  though  with  unequal  steps, 
the  great  men  who  have  filled  the  aame 
benches  before  us.  It  was  their  lot  to 
devote  themselves  to  a  life  of  toilsome* 
thanklcH,  and  often  unpopular  opposition, 
with  no  stronger  allurement  to  aeabitiea 
than  a  ohance  of  a  few  months  of  ofice 
in  half  a  century,  and  with  no  other  io- 
ducement  to  virtue  tbaa  the  faint  hope  of 
limitiog  and  mitigating  evil  ;^  always  car* 
tain  that  the  aserit  would  uevef  be  acknow- 
ledgedt  and  generally  obliged  to  seek  for 
the  best  proof  of  their  servtccjs  in  the  sear* 
rility  with  which  they  were  defiled.  To 
represent  them  as  partimns  of  a  fereiga 
notion,  for  whom  they  demanded  juetioe, 
was  always  one  of  •the  most  >lftclaal 
modesofexcitinga  vulgar  prejudice  against 
tbem.  When  Mr.  Burke  and  Mr.  pox  ex« 
herted  Great  Briuin  to  be  wise  in  relaiioQ 
la  Aamrica,  and  just  towards  Irelandj  they 
were  callsid   Amerteeoe  and   Irishmen* 

xm  iney  vtnisitiei  eu  i*  as  •ne  gieaiw*  01 
ail  bumuB  calaaaitles  to  be  unjust.  They 
thought  it  worse  to  inflict  than  10  sufier 
wrong;  and  they  rightly  thaaght  tfaam« 
selves  then  most  really  Eugiirtiaieu>  when 
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they  most  laboured  to  dissoade  England 
from  tyranny.  After#ardf,  when  Mr. 
Barke,  with  eqoal  diiiotereitedneN  as  I 
firmly  beliere,  and  certainly  with  saffi« 
cient  aeal,  supported  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Pitt  and  the  war  against  the  Revolo- 
tion«  be  did  not  restrain  the  freedom  which 
belonged  to  his  generous  character;  speak- 
ing of  that  rery  alliance  on  which  ell  hia 
hopes  were  founded,  he  spoke  of  it  as  I 
might  speak  fif  1  had  his  power  of  lan- 
guage) of  ibe  Congress  at  Vienna :  "  there 
can  be  no  tie  of  honour  in  a  society  for 
pillage."  He  was  perhaps  blamed  for 
indecorum,  but  no  one  ever  made  any 
other  conclusion  from  his  language,  than 
that  it  proved  the  ardour  of  his  attach- 
ment  to  that  cause  which  he  could  not 
endure  to  see  dishonoured. 

The  noble  lord  has  charged  us  with  a 
more  than  usual  interference  in  the  func« 
lions  of  ihe  monarchy,  and  with  the  course 
of  foreign  negociations.     He  has  not  in- 
deed denied  the  right  of  this  House  to  in- 
terfere.   He  will  not  fcnture  to  deny, 
"  that  this  House  is  not  only  an  accuser 
of  competence  to  criminate,  but  a  council 
of  weight  and  wisdom  to  advise."    He  io^ 
cautiously,  indeed,  said  that  there  was  a 
necessary  collision  between  the  powers  of 
this  House  and   the  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown*     It  would  have  been  more  con- 
stitutional to  have  said  that  there  was  a 
liability  to  collision,  and  that  the  defe- 
rence of  each  for   the   other   produced 
mutual  concession,  compromise,  and  co- 
operation,  instead  of  collision.     It    has 
been,  in  fact,  by  the  exercise  of  the  great 
parliamentary  function  of  counsel,  that  in 
the  best  times  of  our  history  the  House  of 
Commons  has  suspended  the  exercise  of 
its  extreme  powers.     Respect  for  its  opi* 
nion    has  rendered   the   exertion   of  its 
authority  needless.    It  is  not  true,  that  the 
interposition  of  the  advice  of  Parliament 
respecting  the  conduct  of  negociatiou,  the 
conduct  of  war,  or  the  terma  of  peace,  has 
been  more  frequent  of  late  than  in  former 
times :  the  contrary  is  the  troth.^    From 
the  earliest  periods  of  Parliament,  and 
during  the  most  glorious  reigns  in  our  his- 
tory, the  counsel  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons has  been  proffered  and  accepted  on 
the  highest  questions  of  peace  and  war. 
The  interposition  was  necessarily    even 
more  frequent  and  more  rough  in  these 
early  times,-— when  the  bound artesof  autho- 
rity were  undefined,  when  the  principal 
occupation  of  Parliament  waa  a  struggle 
to  assert  and  fortify  their  righu,  and  when 

(VOL.XXX.)  ^ 


it  was  sometimes  as  important  to  establish 
the  legality  of  a  power  by  exercise,  as  to 
exercise  it  well,^— than  in  these  more  fortu- 
nate periods  of  defined  and  acknowledged 
right,  when  a  mild  and  indirect  intima- 
tion of  the  opinion  of  Parliament  ought  to 
preclude  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  those 
awful  powers,  with  which  they  are  wisely 
armed.  But  though  these  interpositions 
of  Parliament  were  more  frequent  in 
ancient  times,  partly  from  the  necessity 
of  asserting  contested  right,  and  more 
rare  in  recent  periods,  partly  from  the 
more  submissive  character  of  the  House, 
they  are  wanting  at  no  time  in  number 
enough  to  establish  the  grand  principle 
of  the  conatitotion,  (hat  Parliament  is  the 
first  counsel  of  the  King,  in  war  as  well 
as  in  peace.  This  great  principle  baa 
been  acted  on  by  Parliament  in  the  best 
times;  it  has  been  reverenced  by  the 
Crown  in  the  worst.  A  short  time  before 
the  Revolution,  it  marked  a  struggle  for 
the  establishmentof  liberty  ;— a  short  time 
after  the  Revolution,  it  proved  the  secure 
enjoyment  of  liberty.  The  House  of  Com- 
mons did  not  suffer  Charles  2.  to  betray  his 
honour  and  his  country,  without  constitu- 
tional warning  to  choose  a  better  course.* 
Their  first  aid  to  William  3,  was  counsel 
relating  to  war  ;t  when,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  other  counsels,  the  House  rather 
thwarted  than  aided  their  great  deliverer ; 
even  the  party  hostile  to  liberty,  carried 
the  Rights  of^  Parliament,  as  a  political 
counsel,  to  their  utmost  constitutional  limit 
wheir  they  censured  the  Treaty  of  Parti- 
tion, as  "  passed  under  the  Great  Seal  of 
England  during  the  meeting  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  without  the  advice  of  the  same.**! 
During  the  War  of  the  {Succession,  both 
Houses  repeatedly  counselled  the  Crowa 
on  the  conduct  of  war,||  on  negociation 
with  allies,  and  even  on  the  terms  of  peace 
with  the  enemy.  But  what  needs  any 
farther  enumeration  ?  Did  not  the  vote  of 
this  House  put  an  end  to  the  Amcrtcaa 
war? 

•  Com.  Add.  1^  March  1677;  29 
March  1677  ;  2^  May  1677  ;  <•  To  refuse 
supply  till  bis  Majesty's  Alliances  are 
known."     SO  December  16S0. 

t  24  April  168S^,  advising  a.declar%- 
tion  of  war. 

t  21  March  1701. 

i  27  Nov.  1703;  22  Dec.  1707;  both 
Houses,  "  that  no  peace  can  be  safe  while 
any  part  of  the  Spanish  monarchy  is  under 
the  Bourbons.''  3  Mar.  1709;  18F«b.l7ia 
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'  Eyei)  if  ihe  right  of  Parliament  to  advise 
had  not  been  as  tiearly  eatablisbed,  as  ihe 
prerogative  of  tbe  Crown  to  mnke  war  or 
peace — if  it  bad  not  been  thus  constantly 
exercised— if  the  wisest  and  best  men  bad 
nt>t  been  the  first  to  call  it  forth  into  action ; 
we  migiit  reasonably  have  been  more  for- 
ward than  our  ancestors  to  exercise  this 
great  right,  because  we  contemplate  a 
system  of  political  negociation,  snch  as 
oor  ancestors  never  saw.  All  former  Con- 
gresses were  assemblies  of  the  ministers  of 
belligerent  Powers  to  terminate  th'eir  dif- 
ferences by  treaty,  to  define  tbe  rights 
and  decide  on  the  pretensions  which  had 
given  rise  to  war,  or  to  m^ke  compensa- 
tion for  the  injuries  which  had  been  suf- 
fered in  the  course  of  it.  The  fii  m  and 
secure  system  of  Europe  admitted  no  rapid, 
and  few  great  changes  of  power  and  pos- 
tession*  A  few  fortresses  in  Flanders,  a 
province  on  the  frontiers  of  France  and 
Germany,  were  generally  tbe  utmost  ces- 
sions earned  by  the  most  victorious  wars, 
and  secured  by  the  most  important  trea- 
ties. Those  who  have  lately  compared 
the  transactions  at  Vienna  with  the  Treaty 
of  Westphalia,— which  formed  tbe  code  of 
the  Empire  and  an  aera  in  diplomatic 
history*  which  terminated  civil  wars  of 
religion  not  only  in  Germany,  but  through- 
out Christendom,  and  which  removed  all 
that  danger  with  which,  for  more  than 
a  century,  the  power  of  the  House  of 
Austria  had  threatened  the  liberties  of 
Europe* — will  perhaps  feel  some  surprise 
when  they  are  reminded,  that  except  se- 
colarizrng  a  few  ecclesiastical  princi- 
palities, that  renowned  end  memorable 
Treaty  ceded  only  Alsace  to  France,  and 
part  of  Pdmerania  to  Sweden ;  that  its 
stipulations  did  not  change  the  political 
condition  of  half  a  million  of  men ;  that  it 
affected  no  pretension  to  dispose  of  any 
territory  but  that  of  those  who  were  par- 
ties to  it,  and  that  not  an  acre  of  land  was 
ceded  without  the  express  and  formal 
consent  of  its  legal  sovereign.*  Far  other 
Were  the  pretensions*  and  indeed  the  per- 
formances of  the  ministers  assembled  in 
Congress  at  Vienna.  They  met  under  the 
modest  pretence  of  carrying  into  effect 

*  This  is  certainly  true  respecting  Po- 
merania  and  Alsace ;  whether  the  Eccle- 
siastical Principalities  were  treated  with 
ao  nmch  ceremony,  may  be  more  doubt- 
ful, and  it  would  require  more  research 
to  ascertain  it,  than  can  now  be  applied  to 
iha  object. 


tbe  thirty-second  article  of  the  Treaty  of 
Paris.t     Bat  under  colour  of  this  bumble 
language,   they  arrogated  the  power  of 
doing  that  in  comparison  with  which  th« 
whole  Treaty  of' Paris  was  a  trivial  Con- 
vention, and  which  made  the  Treaty  of 
Westphalia  appear  no  more  than  an  ad- 
justment   of   parish    boundarfes,      Tbey 
claimed  the   absolute  disposal  of  every 
territory  which    had   been   occupied    bj 
France  and   her  vassalu,  from  Flanders  to 
Livonia,   and  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Po. 
Over  thpite, — the  finest  countries  in   the 
world,   inhabited    by  twelve  milliom   of 
mankind,  whom  they  had  taken  up  arxos 
under  pretence  of  delivering  from  a  con- 
queror,— they  arrogated  to  themselves  ihe 
harshest  rights  of  conquest.     It  is  troe* 
that  in  this  vast  territory  they  restored, 
or  rather  granted,  a  great   part    to   its 
ancient  sovereigns.     But  these  sovereign! 
were  always  reminded  by  some  new  title, 
or  by  the  disposal  of  some  similarly  cir- 
cumstanced neighbouring  territory,  that 
they  owed  their  restoration  to  the  gene- 
rosity, or  at  most  to  the  prudence  of  the 
Congress,  and  that  they  were  not  entitled 
to  require  it  from  its  justice.    They  came 
in  by  a  new  tenure.    They  were  the  feu- 
datories of  tbe  new  corporation  of  kings 
erected  at  Vienna,  exercising  joint  power 
in  effect  over  all   Europe,  consisting  in 
form  of  eight  or  ten  princes,  but  in  sob- 
stance  of  three  great  military  powers — the 
spoilers  of  Poland,  tbe  original  invaders 
of  the  European  constitution,  sanctioned 
by  the  support  of  England;  checked,  how^ 
ever  feebly,  by  France  alone.     On  these 
three  Powers,  whose  reverence  for  national 
independence  and  title  to  public  confi- 
dence were  so  firmly  established  by  the 
partition  of  Poland,  the  dictatorship   of 
Europe  had  fallen.     Every  restored  state 
was  restored  as  their  vassal.    Tbey  agree 
that  Germany  shall  have  a  federal  con- 
stitution; that  Switzerland  shall  govern 
herself;  that  unhappy  Italy  shall,  as  they 
say,  be  composed  of  sovereign  states.  But 
it  is  all  by  grant  from  these  lords  para- 
mount.   Their  will  is  the  sole  title  to  do- 
minion;  tbe  universal  tenure  of  sovereignty. 
A  single  acre  g^nted  on  such  a  principle 

t  ''All  the  Powers  engaged  on  either 
side  in  tbe  present  war,  shall,  within  tbe 
space  of  tWo  months,  send  Plenipotentia- 
ries to  Vienna,  for  the  purpose  of  regu- 
lating in  general  Congress  tbe  arrange- 
ments which  are  to  complete  tbe  provisions 
of  Ibe  present  Treaty/', 
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it,  hi  tnifcb,  Ibe  sigoml  of  a  monitroat  re« 
.▼olulioQ  ia  the  system  of  Europe.  Were 
Uie  House  of  Comnooi  to  remain  stleot 
when  it  was  applied  in  practice  to  a  large 
part  of  the  Cootinentp  and  proclaimed  in 
right  a? er  the  whole  ?  Were  they  to  re* 
main  silent,  when  they  beard  the  king  of 
SardiniSt  at  the  moment  when  he  received 
possession  of  Genoa  from  a  British  gar- 
rison, and  when  the  British  commander 
stated  himself  to  have  made  the  transfer  in 
conseouence  of  the  decision  at  Vienna, 
proclaim  to  the  Genoese  that  he  took  pos- 
•ession  of  their  territory  **  in  concurrence 
with  the  wishes  of  the  principal  Powers  of 
Europe?'' 

It  is  to  this  particular  act  of  the  Con- 
gress, that  I  now  desire  to  call  the  aiien- 
tion  of  the  House,  not  only  on  account  of 
its  own  atrocity,  but  because  it  seems  to 
represent  in  miniature  the  whole  system 
of  that  body  to  be  a  perfect  specimen  of 
their  new  public  law,  and  to  exemplify 
every  principle  of  that  code  of  partition 
which  they  are  about  to  establish  on  the 
ruins  of  that  ancient  system  of  national 
independence  and  bslanced  power  which 
gradually  raised  the  nations  of  Europe  to 
the  first  rank  of  the  human  race.  I  con- 
tendf  that  all  the  >parties  to  this  yiolem 
transfer,  and  more  especially  the  British 
Government,  have  been  guilty  of  perfidy, 
huve  been  guilty  of  ii^ustice ;  and  1  shall 
also  contend,  that  the  danger  of  theie  Tio- 
lations  of  faith  and  justice  is  much  in- 
creased when  they  are  considered  as  ex- 
amples pf  those  principles  by  which  the 
Congress  of  Vienna  arrogate  to  themselves 
the  right  of  regulating  a  considerable  por- 
tion of  Europe. 

To  establish  the  breach  «f  faith,  I  must 
first  askt  what  did  lord  William  Bentinck 
promise,  as  commander-in-chief  of  his 
Majesty's  troops  in  Italy,  by  his  procla- 
mation of  the  iith  of  March,  and  26th  of 
April,  1814?  The  first  is  addressed  to 
the  People  of  luly.  It  offers  them  *'  tlie 
assistance  of  Great  Briuin  to  rescue  them 
from  the  iron  yoke  of  Buonapan^."  It 
holds  out  the  example  of  Spain,  enabled, 
by  the  aid  of  Great  Britain,  to  secure  '  her 
independence,'  of  the  neighbouring  Sicily, 
*'  which  hastens  to  resume  her  ancient 
splendour  among  independent  natioos,' 
Holland  is  about  to  obtain  the  same  ob- 
ject. Warriors  of  Italy,  you  are  invited 
40  vindicate  your  own  rights,  and  to  be 
free  !^taly,  by  our  united  efiorts,  shall 
beeooM  what  she  was  in  her  most  pros- 
4^ois  period^  and  whnt  Spaia  now  i§  l 
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Now,  Sir,  I  do  contend,  that  all  the  powers 
of  human  ingenuity  cannot  give  two  senses 
to  this  proclamation.    I  defy  the  wit  of 
man  to  explain  it  away.    Whether  loni 
William  Bentinck  had  the  power  to  prq- 
miss,  is  an  after  question.    What  he  did 
promise,  can  be  no  question  at  all.    He 
promised  the  aid  of  England  to  obtain 
Italian  independence.      He  promised  to 
assist  the  Italians  in  throwing  off  a  yoke, 
in  escaping  from  thraldom,  in  establish- 
ing liberty,  in  asserting  right,  in  obtain- 
ing independence.    Every  term  of  eman- 
cipation known  in  human  language  is  ex- 
hausted to   impress  his  purpose  on  the 
heart  of  Italy.    I  do  not  now  inquire, 
whether  the  generous  warmth  of  this  Ian* 
goage  mav  not  require  in  justice  some 
onderstooQ  limitation.    Perhaps  it  may. 
But  can  independence  mean  a  transfer  oo 
the  yoke  of  the  most  hated  of  foreign 
masters?    Were  the  Genoese  invited  to 
spill  their  blood,  not  merely  for  a  choioe 
of  ty  rantiy  but  to  earn  the  right  of  wearing 
the  chains  of  their  rival,  and  their  enen^ 
for  two  centuries?  Are  the  references  tp 
Spain*  to  Sicily,  and  to  Holland,  mer« 
frauds  on  the  Italians,  words  *'  full  of 
sound  and  fury^  signifying  nothing?"  If 
not*  can  they  mean  less  than  this»  tfa^t 
those  countries  of  Italy  which  were  inde- 
pendent before  the  war,  shell  be  inde- 
pendent again  ?— These  words,  therefore, 
were  at  least  addressed  to  the  Genoese- 
Suppose  them  to  be  limited  as  to  any  other 
luliant.  Suppose  the  Lombards,  or  at  thst 
time  the  Neapolitans,  to  be   taciily  ex- 
cluded.   To  the  Genoese,  they  either  bed 
no  meaning,  or  they  meant  their  ancient 
independence. 

Did  the  Genoese  act  upon  these  pre** 
mises?  What  did  they  do  in  consequence 
of  that  first  proclamation  of  the  lith  of 
March,  at  Leghorn,  addressed  to  all  tha 
Italians,  but  applicable  at  lewt  to  the  Ge- 
noese, and  necessarily  understood  by  that 
people  as  comprehending  them  ?  I  admit 
that  (he  promises  were  conditional ;  and  to 
render  them  conclusive,  it  was  necessary 
for  the  Genoese  to  fulfil  the  condition.  I 
contend  that  they  did.  I  shall  not  a|^ 
tempt  again  to  describe  the  march  of  lord ' 
William  Bentinck  from  Leghorn  to  Genoa, 
which  has  already  been  painted  by  an 
hon.  and  learned  friend  (Mr.  Horner), 
with  all  the  chaste  beauties  of  his  moral 
and  philosophical  eloquence*  My  doty 
confines  me  to  the  dry  discossidn  of  mere 
facts.  The  force  with  which  lord  William 
Bentinck  left  Leghorn,  cunsieted  of  ebsmfc 
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SOOo  EngH&h,  lapported  by  a  motley  btnd 
of  perhaps  5000  Sicilians,  Italians,  and 
Greeks,    the  greater  part  of  whom  bad 
scarce ty  seen  a  shot  fired.     At  the  head 
of  this  force,  he  undertook  a  long  march, 
through  one  of  the  most  defensible  cbtin* 
tries  of  Europe,  against  a  city  garrisoned 
or  defended  by  7000  French  veterans,  and 
which  it  would  have  required  25,000  men 
to  invest,  according  to  the  common  rules 
of  military  prudence.   The  defensif  e  force 
was  greater  than  that  of  the  assailants. 
Now,  Sir,  1  assert,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction,  that  such   an  expedition  would 
have  been  an  act  of  phrenzy,  unless  lord 
William  Benttnrk  had  the  fullest  assurance 
of  the  .good-will  and  active  aid  of   the 
Genoese   people.      The  fact  sufficiently 
speaks  for  itself.     I  cannot  here  name  the 
high  military  authorities  on   which   my 
assertion  rests.     But  I  defy  the  right  hon. 
gentlemen,  with  all  iheir  means  of  com- 
manding miKtary  information,  to  contra- 
dict me.     I  know  they  will  not  venture. 
Jn  the  first  place,  then,  I  assume,  that  the 
Brftish  general  wonld  not  have  begun  his 
advance  without  assurance  of  the  friend- 
afaip  of  the  Genoese,  and  that  he  owed  his 
secure  and  unmolested  march  to  the  in- 
fluence of  the  same  friendship  supplying 
bis  army,  and  deterring  his  enemies  from 
attack.     He  therefore,  in  truth,  owed  bis 
being  before  the  walls  of  Genoa  to  Ge- 
noese co-operation.    The  city  of  Genoa, 
which,  in  1799,   had  been  defended  by 
Massena,  for   three  months,  fell  to  lord 
William  in  two  days.     In  two  days  7000 
French  veterans  laid  down  their  arms  to 
3000  British  soldiers,  encumbered  rather 
than  aided  by  the  auxiliary  rabble  whom 
I  have  described.     Does  any  man  in  his 
senses  believe  that  the  French  garrison 
could  have  been  driven  to  such  a  surrender 
by  any  cause  but  their  fear  of  the  Genoese 
people?    r  have  inquired,  from  the  best4» 
military  authorities  accessible  to  me,  what 
would  be  the  smallest  force  with  which  the 
expedient  might  probably  have  been  suc- 
cessful, if  the  population  bad  been,  I  do  not 
aay  enthusiastically,  but  commonly  hostile 
io  tbc  invaders.  I  have  been  assured,  that  it 
could  not  have  been  less  than  25,000  men. 
Here,  again,  I  venture  to  challenge  con- 
•t'radictipn.    If  none  can  be  given,  must  I 
not  conclude  that  the  known  friendship  of 
the  Genoese  to  the  British,  manifested  after 
the  proclamation,  and  in  part  created  by 
•the  proclamation,  was  equivalent  to  an 
auxiliary  force  of  17,000  men  ?   Were  not 
^e  koowfl  wiahes  of  the  people  acting  on 
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the  hopes  of  the  British,  and  on  the  leara  of 
the  French,  the  chief  cause  of  the  expul* 
sion  of  the  French  from  the  Genoeae  ter- 
ritory ?  Can  lord  William's  little  army  be 
considered  as  more  than  auxiliaries  to  tbe 
popular  sentiment  ?    If  a  body  of   400D 
Genoese  had  joined  lord  William  on  tbe 
declared  ground  of  his  proclamation,  all 
mankind  would  have  exclaimed  that  tbe 
condition  was  fulfilled,  and  the  contract 
indissoluble.     Is  it  not  the  height  of  ab- 
surdity to  maintain,  that  a  manifeatation  of 
public  sentiment,  which  produced  aa  mock 
benefit  to  lord  William,  as  four  timea  that 
force,  is  not  to  have  the  same  effect  ?    A 
ship  which  is  in  sight  of  a  capture.  Is  en- 
titled to  her  share  of  the  prize,  thoagb  she 
neither  had  nor  could  have  fired  a  abot — 
upon  the  plain  principle,  that  apprehen- 
sion of  her   approach  probably  contri- 
buted to  produce  the  surrender.     If  ap- 
prehension of  Genoese  hostility  infioeocecf 
the  French  garrison;  if  assurance  of  Ge» 
noese  friendship  encouraged  the  Bnttsh 
army,  on  what  principle  do  yon  defraud 
the  Genoese  of  their  national  tndepea* 
dence,  the  priae  which  you  promised  them, 
and  which  they  thus  helped  to  wreit  from 
the  enemy  ? 

In  fact,  I  am  well  informed  that  there 
was  a  revolt  in  the  city,  which  prodoced 
the  surrender;  that  Buonaparl6'a  atatoe 
had  been  overthrown  with  every  mark  of 
indignity,  and  that  the  French  garrtsoo 
was  on  the  point  of  being  expelled,  even  if 
the  besiegers  bad  not  appeared.  Bot  I 
am  not  obliged  to  risk  tbe  *  case  upon  the 
accuracy  of  that  information.  Be  it  that 
the  Genoese  complied  with  lord  Wellea- 
ley's  wise  instruction  to  avoid  prematare 
revolt.  I  affirm  that  lord  William's 
advance  is  positive  evidence  of  an  onder^ 
standing  with  the  Genoese  leaders ;  that 
it  would  have  been  so  in  any  judicioos 
officer,  bot  that  it  was  so  most  peculiarly 
in  lord  William  Beminck  for  three  years 
uegociating  in  Upper  Italy,  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  prevalent  impatience 
of  the  French  yoke.  I  conceive  it  to  be 
self-evident,  that  if  the  Genoese  had  be* 
lieved  tbe  English  army  to  be  advancing 
in  order  to  sell  them  to  Sardinia,  they 
would  not  have  favoured  tbe  advance.  I 
think  it  demonstrable,  that  to  their  fovoer* 
able  disposition  the  expedition  owed  ita 
success,  and  it  needs  no  proof  that  they 
favoured  the  English  because  tbe  English 
promised  them  tbe  restoration  of  inde« 
pendence.  The  English  have,  therefore, 
brokan  faith  \o  them.    The  English  de» 
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fraoded  them  ofsolenmly-promised  inde- 
pendence. The  £nglish  hate  requited 
their  co*opermiion  by  forcible  redoction» 
under  the  power  of  the  most  odious  of 
foreign  masters.  On  the  whole^  I  shall 
dote  this  part  of  the  question  with  cbal* 
Icoging  alt  the  powers  of  human  ioge* 
nuity  to  interpret  the  proclamation  as 
otherwise  than  a  promise  of  independence 
to  those  Italian  nations  who  were  for* 
nierly  independent,  and  who  would  now 
co-operate  for  the  recorery  of  their  rights ; 
and  1  leave  to  the  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  the  task  of  convincing  the 
House  that  the  conduct  of  the  Genoese  did 
not  co-operate  towards  socceu«  though 
without  it  success  was  impoaible. 

But  we  have  been  told  that  lord  William 
Beniinck  was  not  authorized  to  make  such 
a  promise.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  repeat 
my  assent  to  a  troth  so  tr ivialj  as  that  no 
political  negociation  is  naturally  within 
the  province  of  a  military  commander* 
and  that  for  such  negociations  he  most 
have  special  authority.  At  the  same 
time  I  most  observe,  that  lord  William 
Bentinck  was  not  solely  a  military  com- 
mander, and  could  not  Be  considered  by 
the  Italians  in  that  light.  In  Sicily  his 
political  functions  had  been  more  impor- 
tant than  his  military  command.  From 
181 1  to  1814  he  had,  with  the  approbation 
of  his  Government,  performed  the  highest 
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acts  of  political  authority  in  that  island  ; 
and  he  had,  during  the  same  period,  carried 
on  the  secret  negociations  of  the  British 
government  with  all  Italians  disaffected  to 
France.  To  the  Italians  he  appeared  as  a 
plenipotentiary.  They  had  a  right  to 
expect  that  his  Government  would  ratify 
his  acts  and  folBI  his  engagements.  In 
fact,  his  special  authority  was  full  and 
explicit.  Lord  Wellesley's  instructions 
of  the  2lst  October  and  27th  December,* 
1811,  speak  with  the  manly  frankness  which 
distinguishes  that  great  statesman  as  much 
as  his  commanding  character  and  splendid 
talents.  His  meaning  is  always  precisely 
expressed.  He  leaves  himself  no  retreat 
from  his  engagements  in  the  ambiguity 
and  perplexity  of  an  unintelligible  style. 
The  principal  object  of  these  masterly  dis- 
patches is  to  instruct  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck respecting  his  support  of  any 
''eventual  effort  of  the  luilian  states  to 
rescue  Italy.    They  remind  him  of  the 

*  Papers  relating  to  Italy  laid  before 
the  House  of  Commmu,  April,  1815,  p. 
Ii  4,  and  5. 


desire  of  the  Prince  Regent  to  afford  every 
practicable  assisunce  to  the  people  of 
Italy  in  any  such  effort.'*  They  convey 
so  large  a  discretion,  that  It  is  thought 
necessary  to  say,  '*  In  all  arrangements 
respecting  the  expulsion  of  the  enemy, 
your  lordship  will  not  fail  to  give  due  con- 
sideration to  our  engagements  with  the 
courts  of  Sicily  and  Sardinia.''  Lord 
William  had  therefore  powers  which 
would  have  extended  to  Naples  and  Pied* 
mont,  unlets  they  had  been  specially 
excepted.  On  the  19th  of  May,  1812, 
lord  Castlereagh  virtually  confirms  the 
same  extensive  and  confidential  powen/ 
On  the  4th  of  March  1812,  lord  Liverpool 
hU  indeed  instructed  lord  William  to 
employ  a  part  of  his  force  in  a  diversion 
in  favour  of  lord  Wellington  by  a  doKent 
on  the  eastern  coast  of  Spain.  This  diver- 
sion  doubtless  suspended  the  negociatiooa 
with  the  patriotic  lulians,  and  precluded 
for  a  time  the  possibility  of  affording  them 
aid.  But  so  far  from  withdrawing  lord 
William  Bentinck's  political  power  ta 
Italy,  they  expressly  contemplate  their 
revival.  ^This  operation  would  leave 
the  question  respecting  Italy  open  for 
further  consideration,  if  circomsMncea 
should  subsequently  render  the  prospt-cl 
there  more  invitins."  The  diKpairhes  of 
lord  Bathorst  from  March  1812  to  Decern* 
her  1813  treat  lord  William  Benumk  aa 


still  in  possession  of  those  extensive  powera 
originally  vested  by  the  dispaic  h  of  lord 
Wellesley.  Every  question  of  policy  ia 
discussed  in  these  dispatches,  not  aa  with 
a  mere  general,  nor  even  as  with  a  mere 
ambassador,  but  as  with  a  confidential 
minister  for  the  Italian  department.  The 
last  dispatch  is  that  which  closes  with  the 
remarkable  sentence — which  is,  in  my  opi« 
nion,  decisive  of  this  whole  qnestion,— 
**  Provided  it  be  clearly  with  tbe  entirecon* 
currence  of  the  inhabitants,  you  may  take 
possession  of  Genoa  in  the  name  of  bis  Sardi- 
nian majesty."-^Now  this  is  in  effect  tan* 
tamount  to  an  instruction  not  to  transfer 
Genoa  to  Sardinia  without  the  concurrence 
of  the  inhabitants.  It  n  a  virtual  insiruc- 
tion  to  consider  the  wishes  of  the  people 
of  Genoa  as  the  role  and  measure  of  bia 
conduct :— it  ia  more— it  is  a  declaration 
that  he  had  no  need  of  any  instroption  to 
re*esublish  Genoa,  if  the  Genoese  desired 
it.  That  re-esublishment  was  provkled 
Cor  by  his  original  instructions;  only  tbe 
new  project  of  transfer  to  a  foreign  sove- 
reign required  a  new  instruction :  under 
these  original  inatractiooi,  thoa  ratified  bj 
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a  long  series  of  succeeding  dispatches  from 
a  succession  of  roinistersj  did  lord  William 
^sue  the  prociamation  of  the  Hth  of 
March. 

Limitations  there  were  in  the  6riginal 
instructions.  Sicily  and  Sardinia  were 
excepted.  New  exceptions  undoubtedly 
arose  in  the  course  of  eventM  so  plainly 
within  the  principle  of  the  original  excep- 
lions  as  to  require  no  specification.  Every 
Italian  province  of  a  sovereign  with  whom 
Great  Britain  had  subsequently  contracted 
alliance,  was  doubtless  as  much  to  be  ex- 
cepted out  of  general  projects  of  revolt  for 
Italian  independence,  as  those  which  had 
been  subject  to  allied  sovereigns  in  181 1. 
A  British  minister  needed  no  express  in- 
structions to  comprehend  that  he  was 
to  aid  no  revolt  against  the  Austrian 
government  in  their  former  province  of 
Lombardy.  The  change  of  circumstances 
sufficiently  instructed  him.  But  in  what 
respect  were  circumstances  changed  re- 
specting Genoa?  The  circumstaaces  of 
Genoa  were  the  same  as  at  the  time  of 
lord  Wellesley's  instructions.  The  very 
last  dispatches  (those  of  lord  Bathurst  of 
the  28th  December,  1813,)  had  pointed  to 
the  Genoese  territory  as  the  scene  of  mili- 
tary operations,  without  any  intimation 
that  the  original  project  was  not  still  ap- 
plicable there,  unless  the  Genoese  nation 
should  agree  to  submit  to  the  king  of 
Sardinia.  I  contend,  therefore,  that  the 
original  instruction  of  lord  Wei lesley  which 
authorized  the  promise  of  independence 
lo  every  part  of  the  Italian  peninsula, 
except  Naples  and  Piedmont,  was  stil^ 
in  force  whore ver  it  was  not  manifestly 
limited  by  subsequent  engagements  with 
the  sovereigns  of  other  countries,  similar 
to  9ttr  engagements  with  the  sovereigns  of 
Naples  and  Piedmont;  that  no  such  en- 
l^agements  existed  respecting  the  Genoese 
territory ;  and  that  to  the  Genoese  people, 
the  instruction  of  lord  Wellesley  was  as 
applicable  as  on  the  day  when  that  in- 
struction was  issued. 

The  noble  lord  may  then  talk  as  he 
pleases  of  disentangling  from  the  present 
question  the  question  or  Italy,  to  which, 
•o  a  former  occasion,  he  applied  a  phraseo- 
logy so  singular.  He  cannot  disentangle 
these  questions.  They  are  inseparably 
Ll«ndaa.  The  instructions  of  18 1  i  aotho-> 
Tiaed  the  promise  of  independence  to  all 
Italians^  except  the  people  of  Naples  and 
Piedmont.  The  proclamatien  of  the  I4tb 
of  March*  1814»  promised  iadependence 
le  aU  Italtaniu  «vith  tiie  BMAifesUyJiopUed 
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exception  ef  those  who  had  been  the  sub- 
jects of  Powers  who  were  new  become  the 
allies  of  Great  Britain.  A  British  general. 
fully  authorized,  promised  independence 
to  those  Italians,  who,  like  the  Genoese, 
had  not  been  previously  the  subjects  of 
an  ally  of  Britain,  and  by  that  promise,  so 
authorised,  bis  government  is  inviolably 
bound. 

But  these  direct  instructions  were  not 
all.  He  was  indirectly  aothoriaed  by  the 
acts  and  language  of  bis  own  Grovernment, 
and  of  the  other  great  Powers  of  Europe^i 
He  was  authorized  to  re-establish  the  re- 
public of  Genoa,  because  the  British  Go- 
vernment at  the  Treaty  of  Amiens  had 
refused  to  acknowledge  its  destruction. 
He  was  authorized  to  believe  that  Austria 
desired  the  re- establishment  of  a  republiCj 
whose  destruction  that  Government^  in 
1808,  represented  as  a  cause  4>f  war.  He 
was  surely  authorized  to  consider  that 
re-establishment  as  conformable  to  the 
sentiments  of  the  emperor  Alexander^ 
who,  at  the  same  time  had,  on  account  of 
the  annexation  of  Genoa  to  France,  re* 
fused,  even  at  the  request  of  Great  Britain^ 
to  continue  his  mediation  between  her 
and  a  power  capable  of  such  an  outrage 
on  the  rights  of  independent  nations. 
Where  was  lord  William  to  learn  the 
latest  opinions  of  the  Allied  Powers?  If 
he  read  the  celebrated  Declaration  of 
Frankfort,  he  there  found  an  alliance  an- 
nounced, of  which  the  object  was  the 
restoration  of  Europe.  Did  restoration 
mean  destruction?  Perhaps  before  the 
14th  of  March,  certainly  before  the  2dth 
of  Aprily  he  had  seen  the  first  anicle  of 
the  Treaty  of  Chaumont,  concluded  on  the 
1st  of  March,  «  dum  curs  ambiguee  dum 
spes  incerta  futori,'  where  he  found  the 
object  of  the  war  declared  by  the  assem- 
bled mtgesty  of  confederated  Europe,  to 
be  *'  a  general  peace  under  which  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  all  nations  may  be 
secured ;"— words  eternally  honourable  to 
their  authors,  if  they  were  observed—^ 
more  memorable  still  if  ihey  were  openly 
and  perpetually  violated !  Before  the  26th 
of  April,  he  had  certainly  perused  these 
words,  which  no  time  will  efface  from  the 
records  of  history ;  for  he  evidently  ad- 
verts to  them  in  the  preamble  of  his  pro* 
clamation,  and  justly  considers  them  as  a 
sufficient  authority,  if  he  had  no  other,  to 
warrant  its  provisions.  "  Considering," 
says  he,  "  that  the  general  desire  of  the 
GenojBse  nation  seems  to  be  to  return  to 
their  ancient  goferiunent,and  considering 
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that  this  desire  seems  to  be  conformabte 
td  the  principles  recognised  by  the  high 
Allied  Powers,  of  restoring  to  all  their 
ancient  rights  and  prif  ileges/' 

In  the  work  of  my  celebrated  friend 
Mr.  Gents,  of  whocn  I  can  ney^r  speak 
without  regard  tod  admiration,  '  On  the 
Balance  of  Power/  he  would  bare  found 
the  incorporation  of  Genoa  justly  repro- 
bated as  one  of  the  most  unprincipled  acts 
of  French  tyranny.  And  be  would  most 
reasonably  believe  the  sentiments  of  the 
Allied  Powers  to  be  spoken  by  that  emi- 
nent person — now,  if  I  am  not  misinformed, 
the  Secretary  of  that  Congress  on  whose 
measures  his  writings  are  the  most  severe 
censure.  But  that  lord  William  Bentinck 
did  believe  himself  to  have  offered  inde< 
pendence  to  the  Genoese,  that  he  thought 
himself  directly  and  indirectly  authorized 
to  make  such  an  offer,  and  that  he  was 
satisfied  that  the  Genoese  had,  by  co-ope* 
ration,  performed  their  part  of  the  compact, 
are  facts  which  rest  upon  the  positive  and 
precise  testimony  of  lord  William  Bentinck 
himself,  I  call  upon  him  as  the  best  inter- 
preter of  his  own  language  and  the  most 
unexceptionable  witness  to  prove  the  co* 
operation  of  the  Genoese.  Let  his  procla- 
mation of  the  2Gth  of  April  be  examined. 
It  is  the  clearest  commentary  on  that  of 
the  I  ith  of  March.  It  is  the  most  decisive 
testimony  to  the  active  aid  of  the  Genoese 
people.  On  the  26ih  of  April,  he  be- 
atows  on  the  people  of  Genoa  that  in- 
dependence which  he  bad  promised  to  all 
the  nations  of  Italy  (with  the  implied  ex- 
ception already  often  enough  mentioned), 
on  condition  of  their  aiding  to  expel 
the  oppressor.  He,  therefore,  understood 
his  own  proclamation  to  be  such  a  pro- 
Biise  of  independence.  He  could  not 
doubt  that  he  was  authorized  to  make  it, 
and  he  believed  that  the  Genoese  were 
entitled  to  claim  the  benefit  of  his  pro- 
clamation by  their  performance  ot  its 
condition. 

This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of 
this  proclamation,  on  which  1  should  have 
thought  all  observation  unnecessary,  unless 
I  had  heard  some  attempts  made  by  the 
noble  lord  to  explain  it  away,  and  to  repre- 
sent it  zn  nothing  but  the  establishment  of  a 
provisional  government.  I  call  on  any 
member  of  the  House  to  read  that  pro- 
clamation, and  to  say  whether  he  can,  in 
common  honour,  assent  to  such  an  inter* 
pretation.  The  proclamation,  beyond  all 
doubt,  provides  for  two  perfectly  distinct 
objecu:  The  establishment  of  a  provi- 


sional government  till  the  Ist  of  January 
1813,  and  the  re- establishment  of  the 
ancient  conatitution  of  the  republic,  with 
certain  reforms  and  modifications,  from 
and  after  that  period.  Three-fourths  of 
the  proclamation  have  no  reference  what- 
ever to  a  provisional  government.  The 
first  sentence  of  the  preamble,  and  the 
third  and  fourth  article  of  the  proclama* 
tion,  refer  to  that  object ;  but  the  larger 
paragraph  of  the  preamble,  and  four  arti* 
cles  of  the  enacting  part,  relate  to  the  re- 
establishment  of  the  ancient  constitution 
alone.  "The  desire  of  the  Genoese  nation 
was  to  return  to  their  ancient  government 
under  which  they  had  enjoyed  Indepen- 
dence." Was  this  a  provisional  govern- 
ment? Were  "the  principles  recognized 
by  the  high  Allied  Powers,"  the  esu- 
bfishment  of  provisional  governments? 
Did  provisional  governments  imply  "  re-  • 
storing  to  all  their  ancient  rights  and  pri- 
vilegei  r"  Why  should  the  ancient  con- 
stitution be  re-established, — the  very  con- 
stitution given  by  Andrew  Doria  when 
he  delivered  his  country  from  a  foreign 
yoke,— if  nothing  was  meant  but  a  provi- 
sional government  preparatory  to  foreign 
slavery  ?  Why  was  the  government  to  be 
modified  according  to  the  general  wish, 
the  public  good,  and  the  spirit  of  Doria's 
constitution,  if  nothing  was  meant  beyond 
a  temporary  administration,  till  the  Allied 
Powers  could  decide  on  what  vassal  they 
were  to  bestow  Genoa?  But  I  may  have 
been  at  first  mistaken,  and  time  may  have 
rendered  my  mistake  incorrigible.  Let 
every  gentleman,  before  be  votes  on  this 
question,  calmly  peruse  the  proclamation 
of  the  26ih  of  April,  and  determine  for 
himself,  whether  it  admits  of  any  but  one 
construction.  Does  it  not  provide  for  a 
provisional  government  immediately,  and 
for  the  establishment  of  the  ancient  con- 
stitution hereafter?  The  provisional  go- 
vernment till  the  1st  of  January  1815. 
The  constitution  from  the  1st  of  January 
1815.  The  provisional  government  is  in  its 
nature  temporary,  and  a  limit  is  fixed  to 
it*  The  constitution  of  the  republic  is 
permanent,  and  no  term  or  limit  is  pre- 
scribed beyond  which  it  is  not  to  endure. 
It  is  not  the  object  of  the  proclamation 
to  establish  the  ancient  constitution  as  a 
provisional  government.  On  the  con- 
trary, the  ancient  constitution  is  not  to  be 
established  till  the  provisional  govern- 
ment ceases  to  exist.  So  distinct  are  they, 
that  the  mode  of  appointment  lo  the 
supreme  powers  most  materially  difiera. 
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Lord  William  Beatinck  nominates^  the 
two  colleges  who  compose  the  provisional 
government.  The  two  colleges  who  are 
afterwards  to  compose  the  permanent  go* 
vernment  of  the  republic*  are  to  be  nomi- 
nated agreeably  to  the  ancient  constitu- 
tion. Can  it  be  maintained  that  the  in- 
tention was  to  establish  two  successive 
provisional  governments  ?  For  what  con- 
ceivable reason  ?  Even  in  that  case*  why 
engage  in  the  laborious  and  arduous  task 
of  reforming  an  ancient  constitution  for 
the  sake  of  a  second  profisional  govern- 
ment* which  might  not  last  three  weeks } 
And  what  constitution  was  more  unfit  for 
a  provisional  government*  what  was  more 
likely  to  indispose  the  people  to  all  far- 
ther change,  and,  above  all*  to  a  sacrifice 
of  their  independence*  than  the  ancient 
constitution  of^  the  republic*  which  re- 
vived all  their  feelings  of  national  dignity* 
mnd  seemed  to  be  a  pledge  that  they  were 
once  more  to  be  Genoese }  In  short,  Sir* 
1  am  rather  fearful  that  I  shall  be  thought 
to  have  overlaboured  a  point  so  extremely 
clear.  But  if  I  have  dwelt  too  long  upon 
this  proclamation,  and  examined  it  too 
minutely*  it  is  not  because  I  think  it 
difficult,  but  because  I  consider  it  as  de« 
ci«ive  of  the  whole  question.  If  lord 
William  B^ntinck  in  that  proclamation 
bestowed  on  the  people  of  Genoa  their 
place  among  nations*  and  the  government 
of  their  forefathers,  it  must  have  been 
because  he  deemed  himself  authorized  to 
make  that  establishment  by  the  repeated 
instroctions  of  the  British  Government, 
and  by  the  avowed  principles  and  solemn 
i  .  acts  of  the  Allied  Powers,  and  bound  to 
make  it  by  his  own  proclamation  of  the 
14th  of  March,  combined  with  the  acta 
done  by  the  Genoese  nation  in  conse- 
quence of  that  proclamation. 

I  think  I  have  proved  that  be  did  so, 
that  he  believed  himself  to  do  so,  and  that 
the  people  of  Genoa  believed  it  likewise. 
•^Perhaps,  however*  if  he  had  mistaken 
bis  instructions*  and  bad  acted  without 
authority,  he  might  have  been  disavowed, 
and  liis  acts  might  have  been  annulled.  I 
doubt  whether,  in  such  a  case,  any  dis- 
avowal would  have  been  sufficient.  Where* 
ever  a  people,  in  consequence  of  the  acts 
of  an  agent  whom  they  had  good  reason 
lo  trust,  have  done  acts  which  they  cannot 
recall,  I  do  not  conceive  the  possibility  of 
a>  jusi  disavowal  of  such  an  agent's  acts. 
Where  one  party  has  innocently  and  rea- 
sonably advanccMl  too  far  to  recede*  justice 
cnu  off  the  other  also  from  retreat.    But 
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at  all  events*  the  disavowal  to  be  effectaal 
nbost  have  been  prompt*  clear,  and  public^ 
Where  is  the  disavowal  ?  Where  is  tha 
public  notice  to  the  Genoese,  that  they 
were  deceived?  Did  their  mistake  deserve 
no  correction*  even  on  the  ground  of  com- 
passion? I  look  in  vain  through  these 
papers  for  any  such  act.  The  noble  lord's 
letter  of  the  30th  of  March  was  the  first 
intimation  which  lord  William  Bentinck 
received  of  any  change  of  system  beyond 
Lombardy-  It  is  only  a  caution  for  future 
conduct*  and  it  does  not  hint  an  intentioa 
to  cancel  any  act  done  on  the  faith  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  1 4th  of  March.  The 
allusion  to  the  same  subject  in  the  letter 
of  the  3d  of  April*  is  liable  to  the  very 
same  observation ;  aDd*  being  inserted  at 
the  instance  of  the  duke  ofCampo-Chiar<H 
was  evidently  intended  only  to  prevent 
the  prevalence  of  such  ideas  of  Italian 
liberty*  as  were  inconsistent  with  theaccea* 
sion  then  proposed  to  the  territory  of 
Naples  :  it  certainly  could  not  have  t>eea 
supposed  by  lord  William  Bentinck  to 
apply  to  Genoa*  for  it  was  in  his  posses- 
sion on  the  20lhy  when  he  issued  the 
proclamation,  which  be  never  could  have 
published  if  he  had  understood  the  dis- 
patch in  that  sense. 

The  noble  lord's  dispatch  of  the  6th  May 
is*  in  my  opinion*  faul  to  his  argument. 
It  evidently  betrays  a  feeling  that  acU  had 
been  done*  to  create  in  the  Gejdoese  a 
hope  of  uidependence.  Yet  it  does  not 
direct  these  acts  to  be  disavowed — it  con* 
tains  no  order  speedily  to  undeceive  the 
people.  It  implies  that- a  deception  had 
been  practised  ;  and  instead  of  an  attempt 
to  repair  it*  there  is  only  an  injunction  not 
to  repeat  the  fault.  No  expressions  are  to 
be  used  which  may  prejudge  the  fate  of 
Genoa.  Even  then  that  destiny  is  left 
doubtful.  So  far  from  disavowal*  the 
noble  lord  proposes  the  re-establishmeot 
of  Genoa*  though  with  some  curtailment 
of  territory,  to  M,  Pareto*  who  maintained 
the  interests  of  his  country  with  an  ability 
and  dignity  worthy  of  happier  success. 
And  the  Treaty  of  Paris  itself,  far  from  a 
disavowal,  is*  on  every  principle  of  rational 
construction,  a  ratification  and  adoption  of 
the  act  of  lord  William  Bentinck.  The 
6th  article  of  that  Treaty  provides*  that 
^'  Italy,  beyond  the  limits  uf  the  country 
which  is  to  revert  to  Austria,  shall  be  com- 
posed of  sovereign  states."  Now,  Sir,  I 
desire  to  know  the  meaning  of  this  provi* 
sion.  I  can , conceive  only  three  possible 
constructions.   Either  that  every  country 
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tbali  liat e  tome  toTereign,  or,  in  other 
wordfj  foqie  government.  It  will  not  be 
mkI  that  fo  trivial  a  propoaition  required 
m  solemn  flttpolation.  Or,  that  there  it  to  be 
more  than  one  soverei^.  That  was  abio* 
lately  anneceasary.  Naples,  the  states  of 
the  Cborch,  and  Tascany,  already  existed 
««iOr,  thirdly^  that  the  ancient  sotereisn 
states  ahall  be  re-esiablished  wiihottt  the 
country  which  reverts  to  Aostria,  This, 
and  this  only,  was  an  intelligible  and  im- 
portant object  of  stipulation.  It  is  the 
most  reasonable  of  the  only  three  possible 
constructions  of  these  words.  The  phrase 
"  sovereign  stales'^*  seemed  to  be  preferred 
to  aovereignsi  becaote  it  comprehended 
rcpoblics  as  well  as  monarchies.  Ae* 
cording  to  this  article  thus  onderstood, 
the  Powers  of  Europe  had  by  the  Treaty 
of  Paris  (lo  speak  caniiously)  given  new 
hopes  to  the  Genoese,  that  they  were  again 
to  be  a  nation* 

But,  according  to  every  principle  of  jos» 
tice«  it  is  unnecessary  to  carry  the  argo- 
meat  so  far.  The  act  of  an  agent,  if  not 
disavowed  in  reasonable  time,  becomes  the 
act  of  the  principal.  When  a  pledge  is 
made  to  a  people^  -such  as  the  proclama- 
lions  of  the  14th  of  March  and  20th  of 
April,«-^t  can  be  recalled  only  by  a  dk* 
avowal  equally  public 

On  the  policy  of  annexing  Genoa  lo 
Piedmont,  I  have  very  little  to  say.  That 
it  was  a  compolsory,  and  therefore  an  un* 
jvst  union,  is,  iu  my  view  of  the  subject, 
the  circumstance  which  readers  it  nioei 
impolitic.  It  seems  a  bad  means  of  sectir* 
ing  Italy  against  France,  to  render  a  con* 
aiderable  part  of  the  garrison  of  the  Alps 
ao dissatisfied  with  their  condition,  that  they 
nasi  consider  every  invader  as  a  deliverer* 
But  even  if  the  annezatioti  had  been  just, 
I  should  have  doubted  whether  it  was 
desirable.  In  former  times,  the  House  af 
Savoy  might  have  been  the  guardians  of 
Um  Alps.  At  present,  to  treat  them  as 
ouch,  seems  to  be  potting  the  keys  of  Italy 
iflto  hands  too  weak  to  held  them.  For* 
meriy  the  conquest  of  Genoa  and  Pied- 
montwere  two  distinct  operations.  Genoa 
did  not  neeassartly  follow  the  late  of 
Toria.  la  the  state  of  thiags  created  by 
the  CongreaSi  a  French  army  has  no  need 
af  separately  aoting  agaiasi  the  Genoese 
larriiofy.  It  mast  ftSl  with  Piedmont ; 
and,  what  is  alill  mare  atranfe,  it  is  boand 
to  the  destinies  of  Piedmoiit  by  tha  aaam 
Congress  which  haa  wantonly  stripped 
Piedmont  of  its  natm^l  defences.  The 
House  of  Sardinia  is  stripped  of  great  pan 
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of  its  ancient  patrimony ;  a  part  of  Savoy 
is,  for  no  conceivable  reason,  given  to 
France.    The  FVench  are  put  in  posses* 
sion  of  the  approaches  and  outposu  of  the 
passes  of  Mont  Cenis.    They  are  brought 
a  campaign  nearer  to  Italy.    At  this  very 
moment  they  have  assembled  an  army  at 
Chambery,  which,  unleu  Savoy  had  been 
wantonly  thrown  to  them,  they  most  have 
assembled  at   Lyons.     You  impose    on 
the  House  of  Savoy  the  defence  of  a 
longer  line  of  Alps  with  one  hand,  and 
you  weaken  the  defence  of  that  part  of 
the  line  which  coven  their  capital  with  tha 
other.    But  it  is  perfectly  sufficient  for  me 
if  the  policy  is  doubtful,  or  the  interest 
slight,  or  even  that  it  must  be  allowed  not 
to  be  of  the  greatest  magnitude.    The 
Isxest  moralist  will  not,  publicly  at  least, 
maintain,  that  more  advantage  is  not  lost 
by  loss  of  a  character  for  ^ood  faith,  than 
can  be  gained  by  a  small  improvement  in 
the  distribution  of  territory.     Perhaps,  in- 
deed, this  annexation  of  Genoa  is  the  only 
instance    recorded    in  history   of  great 
Powers  having  (to  say  no  more)  brought 
their  faith  and  honour  into  question  without 
any  of  the  higher  temptations  of  ambition, 
with  no  better  inducement  than  a  doubtful 
avantage   In  distributing  territory  mora 
conveniently,  unless  indeed  it  can  be  sup- 
posed that  they  are  allured  by  the  plea* 
sure  of  a  triumph  over  the  ancient  prin- 
ciples of  justice,  and  a  parade  of  the  new 
maxims  of  convenience,  which  are  to  regu- 
late Europe  in  their  stead. 

I  have  hitherto  argued  this  case  as  if 
the  Immorality  of  the  annexation  had 
arisen  solely  fVom  the  pledge  made  to  tha 
Genoese  nation.  I  have  argued  it  as  if  the 
proclamation  of  lord  William  Bentinck 
had  been  addressed  to  a  French  province 
on  which  there  could  be  no  obligation  to 
confer  independence.  If  there  were  no 
promise  to  do  so.  For  the  sake  of  distinct^ 
ness,  I  have  hitherto  kept  out  of  view  that 
important  circumstance,  which  would,  as  t 
contend,  without  promise,  have  of  itself 
rendered  a  compulsory  annexation  unjust. 
Anterior  to  all  promise,  independent  of  all 
pledged  faith,  I  conceive  that  Great  Bri- 
uin  could  not  morally  treat  the  Genoese 
territory  as  a  mere  conquest  which  she 
might  bold  u  a  province,  or  cede  to  ano- 
ther power  at  her  pleasure.  In  the 
{ear  1797,  when  Genoa  was  conquered 
y  France  (then  at  war  with  England) 
under  pretence  of  being  revolutionized, 
the  Genoeie  republic  wu  at  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  and  consequently,  in  the 
(SN) 
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language  of  the  law  of  natioot,  they  were 
friendly  slates.     Neither  the  sobstaptial 
conquest  in  1707,  nor  the  formal  union  in 
1805,   had  ever  been  recognised  by  this 
Icingdom.     When  the  British  commander, 
therefore,  entered  the  Genoese  territory 
in   18 14,   he  entered  the  territory  of   a 
friend   in   the  possession  of   an  enemy- 
Supposing  him,  by  his  own  unaided  force, 
to  ha?e  conquered  it  from  the  enemy,  can 
it  be  inferred  that  he  conquered  it  from 
the  Genoese  people?     He  had  rights  of 
conquest  against  the  French.    Bat  what 
right  of  conquest  could  accrue,  from  their 
expulsion,  against  the  Genoese?     How 
could  we  be  at  war  with  the  Genoese— not 
with  the  ancient  republic  of  Genoa  which 
fell  when  in  a  state  of  amity  with  os<— not 
as  subjects  of  France,  because  we  bad 
never  legally  and  formally  acknowledged 
their  subjection   to    that  power.    There 
could  be  no  right  of  conqnest  against 
them,  because  there  was  neither  the  sUte 
of  war,  nor  the  right  of  war.    Perhaps  the 
powers  of  the  continent,  who  bad  either 
expressly  or  tacitly  recognized  the  an- 
nexation of  Genoa  in  their  treaties  with 
France,   might    consistently    treat    the 
Genoese  people  as  mere  French  subjects, 
and  consequently  the  Genoese  territory 
as  a  French  province  conquerdl  from  the 
French  Government,  .which  to  them  had 
become   the  sovereign  of  Genoa.      But 
England  stood  in  no  such  position.     To 
her  the  republic  of  Genoa  still  of  rieht 
subsisted.     She  had  done  no  act  which 
implied  the  legal  destruction  of  that  com« 
monweallh,   with   whom    she    bad    no 
war  nor  cause  of  wan    Genoa  ought  to 
lave  been  regarded    by  England    as  a 
friendly  state,  oppressed  for  a  time  by  the 
common  enemy,  and  entitled  to  re-assume 
the  exercise  of  her  sovereign  rights  as 
•qon  as  that  enemy  was  driven  from  her 
territory  by  a  friendly  force.    Voluntary, 
much  more  cheerful  union,  zealous  co- 
operation, even  long  submission,  might 
have  altered  the  state  of  belligerent  rights. 
None. of  these  are  here  pretended.    In 
•uch  a  case  I  contend  that,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations,  ante- 
rior to  all  promise,  and  mdependent  of  all 
pledged  faith,  the  republic  of  Genoa  was 
restored  to  the  exercise  of  her  sovereignty, 
vrbich  in  our  eyes  she  had  never  lost,  by. 
the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  her  soil. 
These  are  no  reasonings  of  mine :  I  read 
them  in  the  most  accredited  works  on 
public  law,  delivered  long  before    any 
events  of  our  time  were  in  contemplation. 
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and  yet  applicable  to  this  transaction,  as 
if  they  bad  been  contrived  for  it.  Vattel, 
in  the  I3ih  and  14th  chapters  of  bis  third 
bookf  has  stated  fully  and  clearly  the 
principles  respecting  the  application  of  the 
jui  pouUminii  to  the  case  of  states, 
which  he  had  taken  from  his  eminent  pre- 
decessors,or  rather  which  they  and  he  had 
discovered  to  be  agreeable  to  the  plainest 
dictates  of  reason,  and  which  they  have 
transcribed  from  the  usage  of  civilized 
nations.  I  shall  not  trouble  the  House 
with  the  passages,*  unless  I  see   some 

*  *<  When  a  nation,  a  people,  a  state,  has 
been  entirely  sobjogated,  whether  a  revo- 
iation  can  give  it  tbe  right  of  PosUirol- 
riiam  ?  To  which  we  answer,  that  if  tbe 
conquered  state  has  not  assented  to  the  new 
subjection,  if  it  did  not  yield  voluntarily, 
if  it  only  ceased  to  resist  from  inability, 
if  the  conqueror  has  not  yet  sheathed  tbe 
sword  (o  wield  tbe  sceptre  of  a  pacific 
sovereign ;— such  a  state    is  only  con- 
quered and  oppressed,  and  when  the  arms 
of  an  ally  deliver  it,  returns  without  doubt 
to  its  first  state.  Its  ally  cannot  become  its 
conqueror  ;  he  is  a  deliverer  who  can  have 
a  rightonly  to  compensation  for  hisservices. 
"  If  the  last  conqueror,  not  being  an  ally 
of  the  state,  claims  a  right  to  retain  it  under, 
his  authority  as  tbe  priae  of  victory,  he 
pats  himself  in  the  place  of  the  conqueror, 
and  becomes  the  enemy  of  the  oppressed 
state.    That  state  may  legitimately  resist 
htm,  and  avail  herself  of  a  f&vourable 
occasion  to  recover  her  liberty.    A  state 
upjostly  oppressed  ought  to  be  re-esta- 
blished in  her  rights  by  the 'conqueror 
who  deKvers  her  from  the  oppressor.^'f 

Whoever  carefully  considers  the  above 
passage,  will  observe  that  it  is  inteftded 
to  be  applicable  to  two  very  distinct 
cases:— that  of  deliverance  by  an  ally, 
where  tbe  duty  of  restoration  is  strict  and 
precise,— and  that  of  deliverance  by  a 
state  nnallied  but  not  hostile,  where  in  tbe 
opinion  of  the  writer  the  re-establishment 
of  the  oppressed  nadon,  is  at  least  the 
moral  duty  of  the  conqueror,  though  aris- 
ing only  from  our  common  humanity,  and 
from  the  amicable  relation  which  subsists 
between  all  men,  and  all  communities,  till 
dissolved  by  wrongful  aggression.  It  is 
to  the  latter  case  that  the  strong  langoage 
in  the  second  part  of  the  above  qaotation 
is  applied.  It  seenu  very  difficult,  and  it 
has  not  hitl^erto  been  attempted  to  reitsC 
hi  Application  to  the  case  of  Genoa. 

*    t  Vattel,  Book  3,  c  14,  i,  213. 
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•ttempt  to  reconcile  them  with  the  tn- 
nexBlion  of  Qenoft.  I  Tetitore  to  predict 
that  no  tuch  attempt  will  be  hazarded.  It 
is  not  my  diaposition  to  over-rate  the 
aoihortty'of  this  class  of  wrhers»  or  to 
consider  atfihoriiy  in  any  case  as  a  sobsti* 
tote  for  reaaon«  Bat  these  eminent  writers 
were  at  least  neeessarily  impartial.  Their 
weight,  as  tearing  testimony  to  general 
sentinient  and  cififiaed  osage«  receiTes  a 
new  accession  from  every  statesman  who 
appeals  to  their  writings,  and  from  every 
year  in  which  no  contrary  practice  is 
established  or  hostile  principles  avowed. 
Their  works  are  thus  attested  by  saccessive 
generations  to  be  records  of  the  cusiooM  of 
the  best  times*  and  depositories  of  the  de- 
liberate and  permanent  judgments  of  the 
more  enlightened  part  of  mankind.  Add 
to  this,  that  their  authority  is  osoally  in- 
voked by  the  feeble,  and  despised  by  those 
who  are  strong  enough  to  need  no  aid 
from  moral  sentiment,  and  to  bid  defiance 
lo  justice.  I  have  never  heard  their  prin- 
ciples, questioned  but  by  those  whose  fla- 
gitious policy  ihey  had  by  aaticipatioo 
eondemned* 

Here,  Sir,  let  dm  for  a  moment  lower  the 
claims  of  my  argument,  and  abandon 
some  part  of  the  ground  which  I  think  it 
practicable  to  maintain.  II  I  were  to 
admit  that  the  pledge  is  not  so  strong,  nor 
thedoty  of  re-establishing  a  rescued  friend 
80  imperious  as  I  have  represented ;  still 
it  most  be  admitted  to  me,  that  it  was  a 
promise,  though  perhaps  not  unequivocal, 
to  perform  that  which  was  m6ral  and 
right,  whether  within  ttie  sphere  of  strict 
duty  or  not.  Either  the  doubtful  promise, 
or  the  imperfect  duty,  might  singly  have 
been  insoflicieDt.  But  combined  they  re- 
ciprocally strengthen  each  other.  The 
slightest  promise  to  do  what  was  before  a 
duty,  becomes  as  binding  aa  much  stroo^ar 
wonia  to  do  an  indifferent  act.  Strong 
aaouranees  that  a  man  will  do  what  it  is 
right  for  him  to  do,  are  not  required.  A 
slight  declaration  to  such  an  effect  is  be- 
lieved by  those  to  whom  it  is  addressed, 
and  tberefove  obligatory  on  those  by  whom 
it  is  ottered.  Waa  it  not  natural  and  rea- 
sonable for  the  people  of  Oenoa  to  believe, 
on  the  slenderest  pledges,  that  sock  a 
coantrv  as  Eoglanid,  with  whom  tbev 
never  nad  a  difierence,  would  avail  herself 
of  a  victory,  duCi  at  least  in  part,  to  their 
friendly  senumenta,.  in  order,  to  restore 
them  to  that  indepcadence  of  which  they 
had  been  robbed  by  her  enemy  and  theirs 
-ip-by  the  general  oppresaer  of  Europe } 


I  shall  not  presume  to  define  on  Inva* 
riable  principles,  the  limits  of  the  right 
of  conquest.  It  is  founded,  like  every 
right  of  war,  on  a  regard  to  secority,  tlie 
object  of  all  just  war.  The  modes  in 
which  national  safety  mav  be  provided 
for,  by  reparation  for  insult,  by  c6mpeiK> 
sation  for  injury,  by  cessions,  and  by  in- 
demnifications, vary  in  sncb  important 
respects,  according  to  the  circumstancea 
of  various  cases,  that  it  is,  perhaps,  im« 
possible  to  limit  them  by  an  univenal 
principle.  In  the  case  of  Norway,  I  did 
not  pretend  to  argue  the  question  opoa 
grounds  so  high  as  those  which  were  ukeo 
by  the  writers  on  public  law.  Tbeao 
writers,  who  for  two  centuries  have  been 
quoted  as  anthoritiea  in  all  the  contro* 
versies  of  Europe,  with  Uie  moderate-  and 
pacific  Grotius  at  their  bead,  have  all 
concurred  in  treating  it  as  a  fundamental 
principle,  thata  defeated  sovereign  may  in* 
aeed  cede  part  of  hia  dominions  to  the  con- 
queror: but  that  he  thereby  only  abdicates 
his  own  sot ereignty  over  the  craed  domi- 
nion ;  that  the  consent  of  the  people  is  ne- 
cessary to  make  them  morally  subiect  to 
the  authority  of  the  conqueror.  Without 
renouncing  this  limitation  of  the  right  of 
conquest,  founded  on  principles  so  gene- 
rous, and  so  asreeable  to  the  dignity  of 
human  nature,  I  was  content  to  argue  the 
cession  of  Norway,  as  I  am  content  to 
argue  the  cemion  of  Genoa,  on  lower  and 
humbler  but  perhaps  safer  g^rounds;  Let 
me  waive  the  odious  term  *  right,'— let  me 
waive  the  necessity  of  any  consent  of  a 
people,  ezprett  or  implied^  to  legitimate 
the  cession  of  their  territory.  At  least 
this  will  not  be  denied,  that  to  unite  a 
people  by  force  to  a  nation  against  whont 
they  entertain  a  strong  antipathy,  is  the 
most  probable  meana  to  render  the  com- 
munity unhappy,  to  make  the  people  dis- 
contented, and  the  sovereign  tyrannical ; 
but  there  can  be  no  right  in  any  ffovemor» 
whether  he  derives  his  power  from  con- 
quest or  from  any  other  soorce,  to  make 
the  governed  unhappy.  All  the  righte 
of  aU  govemoia  exist  only  to  make  the 
governed  happy.  It  may  be  dinoted 
among  some,  whether  the  righte  of  go- 
vernment be  from  the  people;  but  ne 
man  can  doubt  that  they  are  for  the 
people.  Such  a  forcible  union  is  an  im- 
moral and  cruel  exercise  of  the  con- 
queror's power ;  and  as  soon  as  that  con*, 
cession  is  made,  it  is  not  worth  while  to 
discuss  whether  it  be  within  his  right,  ia 
other  wer4>#  wbetber  be  be  forbidden  by 
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nay  Jaw  lo  oiiJm  svch  %  vnion ;   bol  if 
•f ery  OMiion  of  a  territory  affainit  iha  do* 
liboraieaiid  manifofiMiiio  of  lUinbabitanU 
bo  a  faarab  aad  reprebeotiblo  abtite  of 
«onqiMMl«  it  it  most  of  all  culpablo,  ii  bo- 
CoiBoa  altogether  atrocioui  and  inhomaiiA 
where  Ihe  aoMpaiby  wae  not  tbo  feeling 
of  tbo  moment,  or  the  prejudice  of  the 
day«  bnt  a  proibaqd  tenliment  of  beredU 
tary  repoffnance  and  averiion,  which  has 
dofcended  from  generation  to  generation, 
bee  mingled  with  cfory  part  of  thought 
and  .action,  and   bad   become   part  of 
patrioiism  itMlf.    Saoh  it  the  repognanoe 
of  the  Genoese  lo  a  anion  with  Piedmont, 
aad  auch  if  commonly  the  pecaliar  horror 
which  highNroinded  natioae  feel  for  the 
voice  of  their  immediato  neighboort,-*«- 
Norwajr  towardt  Sweden,  Pdrtugal  towardi 
Spain,  in  Ibrmer  and  lew  hippy  timeai 
Soollaiid  towarda  England,  are  a  few  out  of 
ionomerable  examnlee*    There  ia  nothing 
•ilber  anfoaaoaabb  or  unnatural  in  thia 
etale  of  oatioiial  fiBolinga.     With  neigh- 
bonra  tbeto  are  aaeat  occaaiona  of  qaar- 
i«l;   with  them  there  have  been  moat 
MB ;  from  them  there  baa  been  moat  auf- 
fering ;  of  them  there  ia  moat  fear.  The  re- 
eentmentof  wronga,  and  the  remembrance 
of  Tictoriea,  atreogtben  our  repugnance 
towarda  ihoao  who  are  moat  usoahv  our 
eMmita.    It  ia  not  from  illiberal  prcju* 
dice,  but  from  the  eonttltution  of  human 
aalnee,  that  an  Sngliabman  aoimatea  hia 
patriotic  aSectiooa,  and  aopports  hia  na- 
tional pride,  by  now  looking  back  on 
▼idoijea  over  Frenchmen,  on  Creaay  and 
▲giacour^  on  Bleabeim  and  Minden,  at 
our  poaterity  will  one  day  look  back  on 
SalaoMnca  and  Vitiorta.    The  defentive 
•  principle  ought  to  be  tbo  alrongeu  where 
ibe  danger  ia  likely  moat  frequently  to 
ariee.    What,  then,  will  the  Hooae  decide 
oonceming  the  morality  of  compelling  Ge- 
Boa  to  aubmit  to  the  yoke  of  Piedmont,.^ 
ataie  which  the  Genoeae  have  Constantly 
dreaded  and  bated,  and  againai  whom  their 
batfod  waa  sharpened  by  continual  appro- 
benaiana  for  tbeir  independence  ?    W  bat- 
aver  oonatroctioa  may  be  attempted  of 
iMd  William  Bentinck'e  proclamations, 
wbateveffaopbistry  may  be  used  socceaa^ 
fiiUy,  to  persuade  you  that  Genoa  was 
diapoaable  aa  a  conquered  territory,  ^N 
you  affirm  that  the  diapoaal  of  It  to  Pied- 
nant  waa  a  juit  and  humane  exerciae  of 
your  power  aa  a  conqueror  ? 

It  MS  fer  this  reason,  aroeng  others,  that 
I  detest  and  ezecrala  the  modem  doctrine 
ofroundbig  toititory  and  MIewnig  natural 
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bonndariest  and  molting  down  samll  statue 
into  masses,  and  sobstitoting  linea  of  do* 
fence*  and  right  aad  left  flanks,  iastaad  of 
justice  and  the  law  of  nations,  and  ancient 
possession  and  national  feeling :  the sysloaa 
of  Louis  If  and  Napoleoo,  of  tbo  spoilora 
of  Poland,  and  the  spoilers  ^f  Norway 
and  Genoa«-^bo  system  which  the  nobla 
lord,  whea  newly  arrived  from  the  Coa« 
gross,  and  deeply  imbued  with  its  doc« 
trines,  bad  delivered,  in  hia  ample  aad 
elaborate  inveotire  againat  the  memory 
and  prtnoiplee  of  ancient  Europe,  wbea 
be   condensed    the  whole   new  aysteoa 
into  two  phrases  so  cbaradaristio  of  bta 
reference  for  the  rigbta  of  nations,  and 
bis  tenderness  for    their   feelings*  that 
ibey  ougbi  not  eaailv  to  bo  fei^otten^ 
when  he  toM  US|  speaking  of  this  very  aa^ 
tipatby  of  Genoa  to  Piedmont*  «*  that  great 
questions  are  not  to  be  influenced  by  popo« 
lar  impressions*''  and  <*  that  a  peopJa  majr 
bo  happy  without  independence."    Tbo 
principal  article  of  tbo  aew  system  is  tbo 
incorporasioa  of  aeigbbouriag*  aad  there* 
fore  hostile  communitiea.    The  aysiem  of 
justice  referenced  the  union  of  men  who 
had  loag  been  memben  of  the  aamo  com* 
monarealih,  because  thev  bad  bean  long 
fellow«citi8ens*  and  bail  all  the  attach* 
menu  and  antipathies  which  grow  oat  of 
that  fellowship.     The  system  of  rapine 
team  asunder   those  whom   nature   baa 
joined*  and  compels  those  to  oaite  wboua 
the  eoatests  of  ages  had  readered  irro» 
conetteaMe.    And  if  all  tbis  bad  been  lorn 
ef  ident*  would  no  eggraf  ation  of  this  act 
hafo  arisen  from  the  peculiar  nature  oi 
the  general  war  of  Europe  against  Fraooe  ? 
It  was  a  war  ia  which  aot   only  tha 
Italians,  but  •v^iy  people  in  fiaropo  were 
called  by  their  Sov ereigna  to  riae  fer  ibo 
recof  ery  of  ibeir  independeaoe*    It  was  a 
rofolt  of  the  people  against  Napoleon. 
It  owed  its  succem  to  the  spirit  of  popular 
insurrection.    The  priaciplo  of  a  war  fer 
the  restoration  of  iadepeadeace,  waa  a 
pledge  that  each  people  were  to  be  n« 
stored  to  their  ancieat  territory.    The  aa* 
lions  of  Europe  accepted  the  pledge,  aad 
shook  of  the  l^reaeh  yoke.     Bat  vras  it 
for  a  cbaage  of  masters?  Wasittbattbrea 
foreiga  miniatefa  at  Plsria  might  diapoaa 
of  the  Geaeese  territory  ?«--4ras  it  fer  ibia 
that  the  youth  of  Europe  bod  risea  m 
arais  frem  Moscow  to  the  ilhiae. 

Ergo  pan  voto  gessisil  bdia  xnfeatus  ? 
1^  quoque  pro  uominis  et  Fsespemaa  fbisti 
Non  Enaana  ifanus ! 

The  people  of  fiaiope  were^  H  seeni^ 


asi] 


j^ltKtUigioihiTfmifk^CkmM, 


AfKit27,  1615. 


C9if 


iMMd  10  mr,  not  to  oftnbiM  tyiwBy, 
bol  !•  «iuft U into  new liaiidf ;  aettore. 
MtoblMi  llie  kidepeiMkiic*  mail  iMtore 
the  aiMiMii  iMtUoUoM  of  ooliooi,  bok  to 
MTflOgUMn  the.  rigbl  fl«ik  of  ooe  grooft 
■MUtory  power,  osd  to  cofor  ihe  loft  BiM>k 
of  aootiier.  Tbit,  ol  looal,  wu  oot  Ibo 
wor  fiir  tbo  locoeisof  whieb  I  oflbrtd  my 
ilMMt  udoiu  prayart.  I  fmyod  for  iba 
a«lif  oflWKO  of  Enropo*  not  for  its  Inaifor 
to  oifaor  loids;  for  tW  roatorotion  of  Eo* 
iDpe«  by  wbicb  all  man  nml  horo  under* 
atood,  ol  leoti,  ihe  ro-eatobiiabnMnt  of 
Ibal  aaaionl  ayatem,  and  of  tboao  wise 
principlea  andcr  wbieb  il  bad  become 
giwat  end  proapateoa,  I  expectod  ibo 
ro-eatabUabmeni  of  every  people  in  tboae 
torritociea»  of  wbicb  «be  aoveroignly  bed 
been  leal  by  reccnl  naerpeiion ;  of  every 
peeple  wbo  bed  been  an  aacieiii  member 
of  tbe  family  of  Berope;  of  every  peopfe 
wbo  bed  preaarvod  tbe  apiril  end  laelinga 
wbicb conadtoto  «  nation;  end,  above  all» 
of  every  people  wbo  bad  leal  tbeir  torri- 
tory  or  tbanr  independence  nader  tbe 
tyranny  wbieb  tbe  AUiee  bad  takaa  np 
atmt  to  overtbfow«  I  emf«eted  a  reve* 
leace  for  ancient  boQndaitea»  a  raapeet 
far  aaeieat  inalitotioaa,  oertaialy  witboot 
eneloding  a  pradent  regard  to  tbe  new 
imetaala  and  opmieaa  wbtcb  bad  taken  ao 
deep  a  toot  tbattbey  coold  not  be  torn  np 
wftboet  incnrriog  the  ^ih  and  tbe  mie* 
ebief  of  tbe  meal  violent  inaovatHm. 
The  very  aame  reason,  ladead,  both  of 
moraltiy  and  policy  (ainco  1  meat  eompiv 
BO  fav  with  velger  aaage  as  to  dislingaiab 
what  caaaot  be  aeperated),  boond  tbe 
Allied  Sovcveigas  to  respect  tbe  ancieat 
inackatioiia,  aad  to  regard  tbe  new  opi- 
niena  and  ioterests  of  nationa.  Tbe  aH 
of  all  government,  not  tyrannicalt  what* 
ever  may  be  its  form,  is  to  coodoct 
kind  by  their  faoHnga.  it 
to  dtoregetd  tbe  feoUngs  of  the  goveinaNB, 
beceoae  it  renders  them  miaereMe.  H  u, 
and  ft  ottght  to  be,  dangeroaa  to  disiagard 
tboae  fbetinas,  bceaaae  bold  and  intolli* 
gent  man  will  always  consider  it  ee  a 
nrara  question  of  pradewoe,  wbetber  they 
enght  to  obey  governments  wbicb  ceoa« 
teroct  the  only  porpeae  for  wbieb  go* 
^emmetti  exists*  Tne  mmHiga  of  aaan 
are  most  generrily  wounded  by  violenoe 
t^theae  ancient  inatilationa  nnder  wbicb 
these  foelings  have  been  formed,  ibo 
national  charaetor  bm  been  moaldod,  and 
to  which  alt  tbe  babita  and  eapectatione 
of  lifer  are  ndapted.  It  was  well 
by  Mr.  Foaij  tet  aa  anoiem 


have  been  sanctioned'  bjr  a  finr  greater 
eoacnrrenco  of  homan  jodgmenta  than 
otodem  laws  can  be,  they  are,  npon  de« 
aaocratical  prineiplm,  more  reapectoMe. 
Bat  new  opiniona  and  new  intoreaia,  a 
new  arrangement  of  aocioty  which  baa 
given  rise  to  other  babita  and  ho|»ea,  alao 
excito  the- atrongeat  feelings,  which,  in 
proportion  to  tbeir  force  and  extent,  claina 
ibe  regard  of  all  moral  policy.    Aa  it 
area  donbllesa  tbe  policy  of  the  Alliea  to 
conaider  the  elaima  of  andent  poaaessioii 
m  sacied,  as  far  as  tbo  irrevocaUa  changea 
of  the  political  sestom  weald  allow,  tba 
oonaiderate  part  of  mankind  did,  I  believe^ 
hope  that  ibey  woald  hail  the  long-oonit* 
need  and  recently-loataoveroignt^  of  a4er« 
ritory  as  generally  en  tnviobble  nghl }  and 
that  aa  they  coaM  nol  be  aappeaed  wanting 
in  seal  for  reatoring  tbo  aovereignty  or 
ancient  reigning  fomiltea,  ao  tbey  wooM 
gnard  that  re-establisbmeni,  and  vender 
it  retpeclable  in  the  eyea  of  tbe  worM,  by 
tbo   impartiality  with    wbicb    tbey   ra* 
eatablished  those  ancient  and  logilinmto 
govommeats  of  a  repablican  form,  which 
had  failett  in  the  generel  alavevy  of  m^ 
tiens.    We   ramembered  thei  repnbMea 
and  monarcbiee  were  alike  called  to  joto 
hi  tbo  war  against  tbe  French  BorelaiMi, 
aet  for    forms  of  govoraaaent,  bat  for 
the  social  order.    We  hoped  that  Austria 
(to  select  a  stnkiag  example)  woald  neO 
polloto  her  title  to  her  ancieni  dominkm 
of  Lombardy,  by  blending  it  with  tbo 
foitbiem  and  lawlem  eeiaara  of  Vansca. 
So  little  repeblicen  torritory  was  to  ba 
restored,  that  the  act  of  jastiee  waa  to  bo 
perfermed,  and  the  ebaractor  of  Impai^ 
tiality  gained  at  little  expense,  oven  iC 
such  expense  be  meaanred  nytbemaaaail 
calcalotiens  of  tbe  meal  vulgar  peiitica. 
Vacant  territory  remained  al  tbe  diapoaal 
of  tbe  Congf^m  to  aatiafy  Ibo  damanda  of 
policy.     Tbe  sovereign^  of  tbo  eocia* 
aieattcal  terHtories  might  be  fairly  cea- 
sidered  aa  lapaed.    No  retgnmg  fomilj 
coold  have  eny  intereat  m  it :  no  paopm 
coold  be  attached  td  aoch  a  rolo  of  noaai- 
nation  to  aaprease  power.    And,  in  heK 
tbeee  principelitica  bad  leat  all  pride  of 
independence  aad  caaaeioaniam  of  aa» 
tional  exiatance.    Sevarai  oHiertseriierma 
hi  Barope  bad  been  radaeed  to  a  like  aoi^ 
dftion.    Ceded,  perbapa,   at  twi  yao* 
tmnaUVf  tbey  bad  been  irensfoffoi  ab 
often  nam  master  to  mmtor;  they  hai 
been  so  long  in  a  aiato  af  provfnciai 
degradation,    thai    no    nrMenoa 
be  oOertd  to   their  feoliago  by 
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tranifer  of  pBrtitlon.  Tbey  were,  at  it 
were,  a  tort  of  spl inters  thrown  oft*  from 
nations  in  the  shocks  of  warfare,  daring 
two  centuries ;  and  they  lav  like  stakes 
on  the  board  to  be  played  for  at  the 
terrible  game  which  had  detached  them, 
and  to  satisfy  the  exchanges  and  cessions 
hy  which  it  is  usually  closed.  Perhaps 
iuch  detached  partitions  of  the  social 
System  are  necessary  in  the  European 
system:  but  they  are  in  themselves 
great  evils.  They  are  amputated  and 
lifeless  members,  which,  as  soon  as  they 
lose  the  Vita^  principle  of  national  spirit, 
no  longer  contribute  aught  to  the  vigour 
and  safety  of  the  whole  living  system. 
Prom  them  is  to  be  expected  no  struggle 
against  invasion,  no  resistance  to  the  de- 
signs of  ambition,  no  defence  of  country. 
They  have  no  independences  they  have 
fto  country.  They  are  individual  men, 
but  no  longer  a  people.  They  are  in 
themselves  the  defenceless  part  of  the 
Enropean  commonwealth.  They  are  the 
ready  prey  of  every  candidate  for  nni- 
Tarsal  monarchy,  who  soon  compels  their 
passive  inhabitants  to  fight  for  his  ambi- 
tion, as  they  would  not  fight  against  it, 
and  to  employ  in  enslavinff  other  nations 
that  courage  which  they  nad  no  noble 
interest  to  exert  in  defence  of  their  owb. 
Why  should  I  seek  examples  of  this  troth 
in  former  times?  What  opened  Eorppe 
lo  the  fiilBt  inroads  of  the  French  armies  ?— 
Not,  I  will  venture  to  say,  the  meresmalU 
uesa  of  the  neighbouring  states, — (for  if 
every  one  of  them  bad  displayed  as  much 
national  spirit  in  1794,  as  the  smallest 
states  of  Switserland  did  in  1798,  no 
French  army  could  ever  have  left  the  terri* 
tory  of  France.),^— but  the  unhappy  course 
of  events  which  had  deprived  Flanders  and 
the  Electorates  and  Lombardy  of  all  na« 
tional  spirit.  Extinguished  by  the  form  of 
government  in  some  of  these  countries, 
crushed  by  a  foreign  yoke  in  others, 
without  the  pride  of  liberty,  which  be* 
stows  the  highest  national  spirit  on  the 
smallest  nations,  or  the  pride  of  power, 
which  sometimes  supplies  its  place  in 
mighty  empires^— or  the  consciousness  of 
not  depending,  on  another  nation,  without 
which  there  is  no  nationality^— they  first 
became  the  prey  of  France,  and  after- 
wards they  suppued  the  arms  with  which 
she  almost  conquered  the  world.  To  en- 
largo  this  dead  part  of  Europe,  to  enrich 
it  by  the  accetsion  of  countries  renowned 
for  Iheir  public  fSselings*  to  throw  Genoa 
into  the  same  grafe  with  Poland^  with 
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Venice,  with  Finland,  and  with  Norway, 
is  not  the  policy  of  the  preservers  or 
restorers  of  the  European  commonwealth.  • 
It  is  not  the  principle  of  the  balance  of 
power,  but  ^me  precisely  opposite.  The 
system  of  preserving  some  equilibrium  of 
power;  of  preventing  any  state  from  be« 
coming  too  great  for  her  neighbours,  is  a 
system  purely  defensive,  and  directed 
towards  the  object  of  universal  preserva* 
tion.  It  is  a  system  which  provides  for 
the  security  of  all  states,  by  balancing  the 
force  and  opposing  the  interests  of  great 
states.  The  independence  of  nations  ia 
the  end :  the  balance  of  power  is  onl/ 
the  means.  To  destroy  independent 
nations  in  order  to  strengthen  the  balanced 
power,  is  the  most  extravagant  sacrifice  of 
the  end  to  the  means.  This  inversion  of 
all  the  principles  of  the  ancient  and  bean« 
tiful  system  of  Europe,  is  the  fundamental 
maxim  of  what  the  noble  lord,  enriching 


system 

lated'by  a  combination  of  great.  In  the 
old,  small  states  were  secured  by  the 
mutual  jealousy  of  great.  The  noble  lord 
very  consistently  treats  the  re-establish- 
ment of  small  states  as  an  absurdity.  This 
single  feature  betrays  the  school  where  he 
has  studied.  Undoubtedly,  small  com- 
munities are  an  absurdity,  or  rather  their 
permanent  existence  is  an  impossibility  on 
his  new  system.  They  could  have  no 
existence  in  the  continual  conouests  of 
Asia.  They  were  soon  destroyed  amidst 
the  turbulence  of  the  Grecian  confederacy. 
They  must  be  sacrificed  on  the  system  of 
rapine  established  at  Vienna.  Nations 
powerful  enough  to  defend  themselves^ 
may  subsist  securely  in  most  tolerable 
conditions  of  society.  But  states  loe 
small  to  be  safe  by  their  own  strength 
can  exist  only  where  they  are  guarded  by 
the  equilibrium  of  force,  and  the  vigilance 
which  watches  over  its  preservation. 
When  the  noble  lord  represents  small 
states  as  incapable  of  existence,  he^  in 
truth,  avows  that  he  is  returned  in  triumph 
from  the  destruction  of  that  system  of  tne 
balance  of  power  of  which  indeed  great 
empires  were  the  guardians,  but  of  which 
the  perfect  action  was  indicated  by  the 
security  of  feebler  commonwealths.  Under 
this  system,  no. great  violation  of  national 
independence  bad  occurred,  from  the  first 
civilliation  of  the  European  states^  till  the 
partition  of  Poland.  The  safety  of  the 
feeblest  atatesb  nnder  the  authority  of  jes* 
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ttce,  WM  M  greal,  that  ihcre  feemed  litile 
ezaggeraiioo  ia  calling  tuch  a  lociety  the 
commonweaUh  of  Europe.  Principlei^ 
which  stood  in  the  stead  of  laws  and  ma- 

Sistrates,  protided  for  the  security  of 
efenceless  commoniiies,  as  the  safety  of 
the  humblest  individual  is  maintained  in  a 
well-ordered  commonwealth.  Europe 
can  no  longer  be  called  a  commonwealtbj 
when  her  members  hate  no  safety  bat  in 
strength. 

In  truth,  the  Balancing  System  is  itself 
only  a  secondary  guard  of  national  inde* 
pendence.  The  paramount  principlei  the 
moving  power,  without  which  all  such 
machinery  would  be  perfectly  inert,  is 
national  spirit.  The  loTe  of  country,  the 
attachment  to  laws  and  government,  and 
even  to  soil  and  scenery ;  the  feelings  of 
national  glory  in  arms  and  arts,  the  re* 
nembrancesof  common  triumph  and  com* 
,  mon  suffering,  with  the  mitigated,  but  not 
obliterated  recollecti6n  of  common  en* 
initiea,  and  the  jealousy  of  dangeroos 
neighbours,  instruments  employed  (also  by 
nature)  to  draw  more  closely  the  bands  of 
affection  to  our  country  and  to  each  other« 
•—this  is  the  only  principle  by  which  to* 
vereigns  could  in  the  hour  of  danger  rouse 
the  minds  of  their  subjects.  Without  this 
principle,  the  pplicy  of  the  Balancing 
System  would  be  impotent.  To  sacrifice 
a  people  actuated  by  this  spirit,  to  over* 
rate  that  repugnance  to  the  yoke  of  a 
neighbour,  which  is  one  of  the  chief  bul* 
warks  of  nations,  is  in  the  effect,  and 
much  more  in  the  emtmple,  to  erect  a 
pretended  balance  of  power  bv  the  de* 
atruction  of  that  spirit,  and  of  tnose  senti- 
ments, which  alone  render  that  balance 
effectual  for  lis  only  useful  purpose— the 
protection  of  independence. 

The  Congress  of  VieAna  seem«>  indeed^ 
to  have  adopted  every  part  of  the  French 
system,  except  that  they  have  transferred 
the  dictatorship  of  Europe  from  an  indi* 
vidual  to  a  triumvirate.  One  of  the  grand 
and  parent  errors  of  the  French  Revolution, 
was  the  fatal  opinion,  that  it  was  possible 
for  human  skill  to  make  a  government. 
It  was  an  error  too  generally  prevalent 
not  to  be  excusable.  The  American  Re* 
volution  had  given  it  a  fallacious  sem- 
blance of  support,  though  no  event  in 
history,  more  clearly  showed  its  falsehood. 
The  system  of  laws,  and  the  frame  of 
society  in  North  America,  remained  after 
the  Revolution,  and  remain  to  this  day 
fundamentally  the  same  as  they  ever 
were.    The  change  in  America^  like  the 


change  in  1688,  was  made  in  defence 
of  legal  right,  not  in  pursuit  of  political 
improvement,  and  it  was  limited  by  the 
necessity  of  the  defence  which  produced 
iL  The  whole  internal  order  remained, 
which  had  always  been  essentiJiUy  re- 
publican. The  somewhat  slender  tia 
which  loosely  joined  these  republics  to  a 
monarchy,  was  easily  and  without  violence 
divided.  But  the  error  of  the  French 
revolutionists  was,  in  1789,  the  error  of 
Europe.  From  that  error,  we  have  been 
long  reclaimed  by  fatal  experience.  Wa 
know,  or  rather  we  have  seen  and  felt^ 
that  a  government  is  not  like  a  machine^ 
or  a  building,  the  work  of  man— that,  it  ia 
the  work  of  nature,  like  the  nobler  pro* 
ductions  of  the  vegetable  and  animal 
world,  which  man  may  improve,  and  cor* 
rupt,  and  even  destroy^  but  which  he 
cannot  create.  We  have  long  learned  to 
despise  the  ignorance  or  the  hypocrisy  of 
those  who  speak  of  giving  a  free  consti* 
tution  to  a  people,  and  to  exclaim  with  % 
great  living  poet — 

^^  A  gill  €f  that  wMch  new  en  be  giTWt. 

«•  ByaUdMbiMidedpeiranorBwthaBdH«inal>» 

We  have,  perhaps,  as  usual,  gone  too 
near  to  the  opposite  error,  and  we  do  not 
make  sufficient  allowances  for  those  dread- 
ful cases  which  we  most  not  call  desperate* 
where,  in  long-enslaved  countries,  we 
must  either  humbly  and  cautiously  labour 
to  lay  some  foundations  from  which  liberty 
may  slowly  rise,  or  acquieKe  in  the  doom 
of  perpetual  bondage  on  ourselves  and  oiy 
children. 

But  though  we  no  longer  dream  of 
making  governments,  the  Confederacy  of 
Kings  seem  to  feel  no  doubt  of  their  own 
power  to  make  nations.  Yet  the  only  rea* 
son  why  it  is  impossible  to  make  a  govern* 
ment  is,  because  it  is  impossible  to  make  a 
nation.  A  government  cannot  be  made, 
because  its  whole  spirit  and  principles 
arise  from  the  character  of  the  nation. 
There  would  be  no  difficulty  in  framing  a 
government,  4f  the  habits  of  a  people 
could  be  changed  by  a  law-giver ;  if  he 
could  obliterate  their  recollections,  transfer 
their  attachment  and  reverence,  cxtin* 
guish  their  animosities,  and  correct  those 
sentiments  which,  being  at  variance  with 
his  opinions  of  public  interest,  he  calls 
prejodices.  .  Now  this  is  precisely  the 
power  which  our  statesmen  at  Vienna  have 
arrogated  to  themselves.  They  not  only 
form  nations,  bat  they  compose  Ihem  of 
eleoenta  apparently  the  most  irreconcilet 


4S7}    HOUSE  OF  COMMONS,  -"»Jmim  M^ddtuoA*i  Maikm 


[9» 


able.  Thev  make  one  nation  oot  of  Nor* 
way  and  Sweden:  they  tried  to  make 
uiotherofPraMia  and  Saxony.  They  have 
in  the  present  case  forced  together  Pied- 
mont and  Oenoa  to  form  a  nation,  which 
ii  to  goard  die  avenaes  of  Italy,  and  to 
be  one  «f  the  main  securitiea  of  Earope 
aganist  anivenal  monarchy. 

It  wu  not  the  pretension  of  the  ancient 
iyttem  to  form  states,  to  ditide  territory 
according  to  speculations  of  military  con- 
Teoience,  and  to  onite  and  dissolve  nations 
better  than  the  course  of  events  had  done 
before.  It  was  owned  to  be  sttll  more 
diffi^alt  to  give  a  i^w  constitution  to 
Europe,  than  to  form  a  new  constitution 
ftir  a  single  state.  The  great  statesmen 
of  former  times  did  not  speak  of  their 
measores  as  the  noble  lord  did,  about 
the  incorporation  of  Belgium  with  Hol- 
land (against  which  I  say  nothing),  ''  as 
a  great  improvement  in  the  system  of 
Europe."  That  is  the  language  only  of 
tbOM  who  revolutionise  that  system  by  a 
partition  like  that  of  Poland,  by  the  eeta- 
blishmeat  of  the  fedaratimi  of  the  Bhiae 
at  Pariii  4t  by  tha  oiaalion  of  new  ataies 
at  Vienna.  The  ancient  principle  waa  to 
maerve  all  those  states  which  had  been 
fbrmed  by  time  and  nature,  which  were 
animated  by  national  spirit,  and  distin- 
gttiihed  by  the  diversity  of  character 
which  gate  icope  to  every  variety  of 
talent  and  virtue ;  whose  character  was 
often  preserved,  and  wfaoi^  nationality 
was  aometlmes  created  by  those  very 
irregularitiea  of  frontier  and  inequalities 
of  strength,  of  which  a  shallow  policy  com- 
plained, to  preserve  all  these  states,  down 
to  the  smallest,  first  by  their  own  national 
fpirit,  and  secondly,  by  that  mutual  jea- 
louay  which  made  every  great  power 
the  opponent  of  the  dangerous  ambition 
of  every  other.  It  was  to  prewrve  na- 
tions, living  bodies,  produced  by  the  hand 
of  nature,  not  to  form  artificial  dead  ma- 
chines, called  states  by  the  words  and 
pArchment  of  a  diplomatic  act.  Under 
this  ancient  system,  which  secured  the 
weak  by  the  jealousy  of  the  strong,  pro- 
Tiiion  was  made  alike  for  the  permanency 
of  civn  institutions,  the  stability  of  go- 
vernments, the  progressive  reformation  of 
laws  and  eoiuticutions ;  for  combining  tha 
general  qaiet,  with  the  highest  activity 
and  emsrgy  of  the  human  mind ;  Ibr  uniting 
the  benefitt  both  of  rivalship  and  of  friend 
•hip  between  nations ;  for  cultivating  the 
moral  sentimenu  of  men  by  the  noble 
spectacle  of  the  long  triumph  of  justice 
in  the  tecortty  of  the  defenceless;  and 


finally,  for.  maintaining  anifbrm  eiviliza- 
tion  by  the  struggle  as  well  as  anion  of 
all  the  moral  aid  intellectual  combina- 
tions which  compose  that  vast  and  variooa 
mass.  It  effected  these  noble  purposes^, 
not  merely  by  securing  Europe  againsa 
One  master,  but  against  any  union  or  con« 
•piracy  of  sovereignty,  which,  as  long  as 
ft  lasts,  is  in  no  respect  beuer  than  tha 
domination  of  an  individual.  The  object 
of  the  new  system  is  to  crush  the  weak  by 
the  combination  of  the  strong ;— to  subject 
Europe  in  the  first  place  to  an  oligarchy 
of  sovereigns,  and  ultimately  to  swallow 
it  up  in  the  gulph  of  universal  monarchy  ; 
where  civilisation  has  always  perished^ 
with  freedom  ef  thought,  with  controllad 
power,  with  national  character  and  spirit^ 
with  patriotism  and  emulation,  in  a  word, 
with  all  iu  characteristic  attributes,  and 
with  all  ite  guardian  principles. 

I  am  content,  Sir,  that  these  obser^ 
vations  should  be  *  thought  wholly  ua-* 
reasonable  by  those  new  masters  of  civil 
wisdom,  who  tell  us,  that  the  whole 
policy  of  Europe  consists  in  strength^ 
•ning  the  right  flank  of  Prussia,  and 
the  left  flank  of  Austria;  who  aee  in 
that  wise  and  venerable  system  long  the 
boast  and  the  safeguard  of  Europe,  only 
the  millions  of  souk  to  be  given  to  one 
power,  or  the  thousands  of  square  mites  to 
be  given  to  another;  who  consider  the  froa« 
tier  of  a  river  as  a  better  protection  for  a 
countrv,  than  tlie  love  of  lU  inhabitants ; 
and  who  provide  for  the  safety  of  their 
states  by  wounding  the  pride  and  morti- 
fying the  patriotic  afiection  of  a  people, 
in  onler  to  fortify  a  line  of  military  posts. 
To  such  statesmen  I  will  apply  to  the 
words  of  the  great  philosophical  orator, 
who  so  long  vainly  labonrett  to  inculcate 
wisdom  in  this  House;  -  Ail  this  I  know 
well  enough  will  sound  wild,and  chimerical 
to  the  profane  heni  of  those  vulgar  and 
mechanical  politicians  who  have  no  place 
among  us ;  a  sort  of  people  who  think  thai 
nothing  esista  but  what  is  gross  and  ma» 
terial ;  and  who,  therefore,  far  from  being 
qualified  to  be  directors  of  the  great 
movement  of  empire,  are  not  fit  to  turn 
a  wheel  in  the  machine.  But  to  meet 
truly  initiated  and  rightly  taught,  theae 
ruling  and  master  principleSi  which  in  the 
opinion  of  such  men  as  I  have  mentiofied 
have  no  tabstanttal  existence,  are  in  truth 
etery  thkig,  and  all  in  all.''* 


*  Mr.  Burke's  Speech  on  Conciliation 
with  America.  New  Pari.  Hiitory,  Vol« 
18,  p.  555. 
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Thlt  great  man,  in  ttf^  latter  part  of  bis 
•life,  and  wiien  liis  opinions  were  more 
^pular,  vras  ofWn  jostly  celebrated  for 
tbat  spirit  of  philosophical  prophecy, 
whtch  enalbled  him  early  to  discern  in 
their  causes  all  the  misfortoAes  w-hich  the 
leaders  of  the  French  Kerolution  were  to 
bring  on  the  world  by  their  erroneous 
principles  of  reformation — **  Quod  ifMe 
pene  solas  Romaoorum  animo  vidit,  in- 
genio  coroplezus  est,  eloi|oen<fi.  illami- 
navic."  But  it  has  not  been  remembered, 
that  his  foreaigbt  was  not  limited  to  one 
party  or  to  one  aoorce  of  eWI.  in  one  of 
his  immortal  writings,  of  w^iich  be  has 
aomewhat  ooncealed  the  durable  instruc- 
tion by  the  temporary  title,  he  clearly 
enough  points  out  the  first  scene  of  parti- 
tion and  rapine— the  indemnifications 
granted  out  of  the  spoHs  of  Germany  in 
1 802 :  ^  I  see,  indeed,  a  fond  from  whence 
equivalents  will  be  proposed.  It  opens 
moiker  lUad  nfvioet  to  Eupope*^ 

The  policy  of  a  conqueror  is  to  de- 
molish, to  erect  on  new  foundations,  to 
1>estow  new  names  on  authority,  and  lo 
•render  every  power  around  him  as  new 
as  his  own.  The  policy  of  a  restorer  is 
to  re*«stablrsh,  to  strengthen,  cautiously 
to  improTe,  and  to  seem  to  recognise  ond 
confirm  even  that  which  necessity  com- 
pels him  to  establish  anew.  But  in  our 
ttme%  the  policy  of  the  arowed  conqueror 
lias  been  adopted  by  the  pretended  re- 

•  Burke's  Work%  Vol.  4,  p.  474-.  In 
the  same  Tract  is  also  to  be  found  the 
following  remarkable  sentence  :  •'  They*' 
(the  French)  "  made  not  laws,  not  con- 
ventions, not  latf;  possession,  »ut  physical 
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sole  foundation  of  their  claims." 

If  the  following  passage  could  be  sup- 
posed to  have  been  written  by  Mr.  Burke, 
or  by  bis  suggestion,  it  would  be  a  still 
more  extraordinary  instance  of  distant 
foresight.  "  The  free  states  and  cities  of 
Germany  may  seem  to  be  more  imme- 
iliatejy  afiected  by  the  present  extraor- 
dinary transaction  than  any  oHier  part 
of  Europe.  Indeed,  if  the  partition  of 
Poland  takes  place  in  its  utmost  extent, 
the  existence  of  the  Oermanic  body,  in 
Its  present  form,  for  any  length  of  time, 
wit!  be  a  matter  rather  to  be  wished 
than  expected."  Annual  Register,  XTt'I^ 
^.  3.  The  aequel  of  the  passage  is  very 
reserving  of  perusal,  and  would  do  no 
discredit  to  4he  power  of  thinking,  or  the 
iftleot  for  composition,  of  the  best  writer. 
(VOL.  XXX.) 


storers.  The  most  misote  particulars  of 
the  system  of  Napoleon  are  revived  in 
the  acts  of  those  who  overthrew  hia 
power.  Even  English oAoers,  when  they 
are  compelled  to  carry  such  orders  into 
execution,  become  infected  by  the  spirit 
of  Uie  system  of  which  they  are  doomed 
•to  be  the  ministers.  I  cannot  read  with* 
oot  pain  and  shame  tkkt  language  of  sir 
John  Dairy mple's  dispatch-— language 
which  I  lament  as  inoonsistent  with  tbe 
feedings  of  a  British  officer,  and  with  tho 
fiatoral  prejudiooa  of  a  jlkoteh  gentlen^kii. 
I  wish  that  he  -bad  not  adopted  the  very 
teobnical  language  of  Jacobin  conqnost— 
the  <lownMI  of  the  aristocracy,  and  tbte 
irritattoa  of  the  priests.  I  do  not  think 
it  very  decent  io  talk  with  levity  of  she 
destruction  of  a  sovereignty  esercised  4iir 
six  ceotarier  by  one  of  the  most  ancient 
end  illostrioos  bediea  of  nobitity  in  Eu- 
rope. 

Italy  is,  perhaps,  of  ell  oivilieed  coun« 
tries,  «hat  which  aJBTords  the  most  signal 
example  of  the  debaaing  power  of  pro- 
vincial dependence,  and  of  ^  foreign  yoke. 
With  independence,  and  with  natiotial 
spirit  they  have  lost,  if  not  talent,  at  leeat 
the  moral  and  dignified  nse  of  tale&t« 
which  constttotes  its  only  worth.  Utaly 
alone  seemed  to  derive  some  hope  of  to<* 
dependence  from  thoae  convulsions  which 
bad  destroyed  that  of  other  nations.  The 
restoration  of  Europe  annihilated  the 
hopes  of  Italy.  The  emancipation  of 
other  countries  announced  her  bondage* 
Stem  necessity  compelled  us  to  suffer  the 
re-establishment  of  foreign  masters  in  the 
greater  pert  of  that  renowned  and  humi- 
liated country.  As  to -Genoa,  our  hands 
were  aufettered:  we  were  at  liberty  to 
•be  just,  or  if  you  will  to  be  generotis* 
We  had  in  our  hands  the  destiny  of  the 
last  of  that  great  body  of  republics  which 
united  the  ancient  and  the  modern  woridg 
the  children  and  heirs  of  Roman  civilize* 
lion,  who  spread  commerce,  and  with 
it  refinement,  Ubertyi  and  humanity,  over 
Western  Europe ;  whose  history  has  lately 
-been  rescued  firom  oblivion,  add  disclosed 
to  our  times  by  the  greatest  of  living 
historians.*  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  thought 
fanciful  when  I  say,  that  -Genoa,  whose 
greatness  was  founded  on  naval  power,  and 
which  in  the  earliest  ages  gave  the  el- 
most  solitary  example  of  a  commercial 
gentry  ;  Genoa,  the  remnant  of  Italian 
hberty,  and  the  only  remaining  hope  of 

•  Sisroondi  "Rifepubliquei  Italienncs.** 
{S  O). 
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Italian  iodependence,  had  peculiar  claims 
(to  say  no  more)  on  the  generosity 
of  the  British  nation.  Hovr  ha?e  these 
claims  been  satisfied  ?  She  has  been  sacri- 
ficed to  a  frivolous,  a  doubtfaly  perhaps  an 
imaginary  speculation  of  convenience.  The 
most  odious  of  foreign  yokes  has  been 
imposed  upon  her.  This  has  been  her 
fate  in  a  war  of  emancipation,  from  a  free 
state^  from  a  people  whom  she  never  in- 
jured, after  she  had  been  mocked  with  the 
appearance  of  her  ancient  government| 
and  with  9Jtl  the  ensigns  and  badges  of  her 
past  glory.  She  has  been  at  last  tol^  to 
be  grateful  for  the  interest  which  the  60- 
vernmei\t  of  England  has  taken  in  her 
fate.  By  this  confiscation  Df  the  only 
Italian  territory  which  was  at.  the  dis- 
posal of  justicci  the  doors  of  hope  have 
been  barred  on  Italy  for  ever.  No 
English  general  can  ever  again  deceive 
Italians. 

Will  the  Hoase  decide  that  all  this  is 
right  ?  That  is  the  question  which  you 
have  now  to  decide.  To  vote  with  me  it 
is  not  necessary  to  adopt  my  opinions  in 
their  full  extent.  AH  who  think  that  the 
national  faiih  has  been  brought  into  qnes- 
iion»  all  who  think  that  there  has  been  an 
unprecedented  extension  or  an  ungenerous 
exercise  of  the  rights  of  conquest,  are,  I 
humbly  conceive,  bound  to  express  their 
disapprobation  by  their  vote.  We  are  on 
the  eve  of  a  new  war,  perhaps  only  the 
first  of  a  long  series— in  which  there  must 
be  conquests  and  cessions,  and  there  may 
'be  hard  and  doubtful  exertions  of  rights  in 
their  best  state  sufficiently  odious;  I  call 
upon  the  House  to  interpose  their  counsel 
for  the  future  in  the  form  of  an  opinion 
regarding  the  past.  I  hope  that  I  do  not 
yield  to  any  illusive  feelings  of  national 
Tanity,  when  I  say  that  this  House  is  qua- 
lified to  speak  the  sentiments  of  mankind, 
and  lo  convey  them  with  authority  to 
cabinets  and  thrones.  Single  among 
representative  assemblies,  this  House  is 
how  in  the  seventh  century  of  its  recorded 
^istence.  It  appeared  with  the  first 
dawn  of  legal  government.  It  exer- 
cised the  highest  powers  under  the 
most  gldrious  princes.  It  survived  the 
change  of  a  religion  and  the  extinction  of 
a  nobility ;  the  fall  of  royal  houses  and  an 
age  of  civil  war.  Depressed  for  a  moment 
by  the  tyrannical  power  which  is  the 
usual  growth  of  civil  confusions,  it  revived 
with  the  first  glimpse  of  tranquillity, 
gathered  strength  from  the  intrepidity 
of  religious  relbrmation }  grew  with  the 
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knowledge  and  flourished  with^  the  pro* 
gressive  wealth  of'  the  people.  After 
having  experienced  the  excesses  of  the 
spirit  of  liberty  during  the  civil  war,  and 
of  the  spirit  of  loyalty  at  the  Restoration, 
it  vras  at  length  finally  established  at  the 
gloriouseraof  the  Revolution; and  althoogh 
since  that  immortal  event  it  b^s  expe- 
rienced little  change  in  its  formal  conati- 
tution,  and  received  perhaps  no  accession 
of  legal  power,  it  has  gradually  cast  its 
roots  deep  and  wide ;  it  has  blended  itself 
with  every  branch  of  the  government  and 
every  institution  of  society,  and  has,  at 
length,  become  the  grandest  example 
ever  seen  among  men  of  a  solid  and  dura- 
ble representation  of  the  people  of  a 
mighty  empire.    I  move,  Sir, 

1 .  "  That  it  appears  to  this  House,  that 
the  earl  Batbnrst,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  in  conse* 
quence  of  information  which  had  been 
received  by  the  British  Government  re- 
specting the  disposition  of  the  inhabitanta 
of  Genoa  and  Piedmont,  did,  by  a  letter 
dated  the  28th  of  December,  1813,  instruct 
lieutenant-general  lord  William  Bentinck, 
'  if  any  circumstances  should  occur  to  en- 
'  courage  the  inhabitants  to,  rise  against 
'  the  Government  of  France,  to  lose  no 
'  time  in  giving  every  possible  assistance,' 
and  further,  *  provided  it  were  clearly 
'  with  their  entire  concurrence,  to  take 
'  possession  of  Genoa,  in  the  name  and  on 

<  the  behalf  of  his  Sardinian  Majesty.' 

a.  *«  That  it  further  appears  to  this 
House,  that  lieutenant-general  lord  Wil- 
liam Bentinck,  acting  under  the  aforesaid 
instructions,  did,  sometime  previous  to  the 
14tb  of  March,  1814,  disembark  at  Leg- 
horn with  the  British  forces  under  his 
command,  and  did  on  that  day  issne  a 
proclamation,  calling  on  the  Italians 
'  to  vindicate  their  own  rights  and  to  be 

<  free,'  and  concluding  with  these  words, 
'  Only  call,  and  we  will  hasten  to  yoor 
'  relief,  and  then  Italy,  by  our  united 
*  efforts,  will  become  what  she  was  in  her 
'  most  prosperous  periods,  and  what  Spain 
'  now  is.' 

3.  *'  That  it  further  appears,  that  pre* 
vious  to  the  26th  of  April,  1814,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Gtenoa  having  been  invited  '  to 
vindicate  their  rights'  as  aforesaid,  and,  in 
consequence  of  such  invitation,  baling 
materially  contributed  to  oblige  the  French 
garrison  to  surrender  that  city,  lord  WiU 
liam  Bentinck  entered  Genoa,  and  issued* 
on  the  said  26th  of  April,  a  proclamation 
of  the  following  tenor : 
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« CoBiidering  that  the  general  desire  of 
'  the  Genoese  nation  leeou  to  be  io  return 

*  to  that  ancient  form  of  go?eroment  under 
'  which  it  enjoyed  liberty,  prosperity,  and 
'  independence ;  and  considering  likewise 
'  that  this  desire  seeiQS  to  be.conformable 
'  to  the  principles  recognized  by  the 
'  High  Allied  Awers,  of  restoring  to  all 
'  their  aiicient  rights  and  privileges,  I 
'  declare  :<—!•  That  the  Genoese  State, 
'  such  as  it  existed  in  1797,  with  such 
'modifications  as  the  general  wish«  the 
'  public  good,  and  the  spirit  of  the  ori- 
'  ginal  constitution  of  1576  seem  to  require, 
'  is  re-established.  5.  That  a  Provisional 
'  Government,  consisting  of  thirteen  indi- 
'  iriduals  and  formed  into  two  colleses,  as 

*  heretofore,  shall  immediately  fie  ap- 
'  pointed,  and  shall  continue  in  office  until 
'  the  1st  of  January,  1815,  when  the  two 
'  colleges  sHall  be  filled  up  in  the  number 
'  required  by  the  constitution.  6,  That 
'  the  two  colleges  shall  propose  to  the 
'  lesser  and  greater  councils,  all  the  mea- 
'  sures  which  they  shall  judge  necessary 
«  for  the  entire  re-establishmeni  of  the 
'  ancient  form  of  government/ 

4.  "  That  in  a  letter  to  lord  Castle- 
reagh,  one  of  his  Majesty's  principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  enclosing  the  afore- 
eaid  Proclamation,  and  informing  him  of 
the  measures  which  had  been  taken  in 
consequence  '  of  the  unanimous  desire  ez- 

*  pressed  by  the  Genoese  to  return  to  their 

*  ancient  state,*  lord  William  Bentinck  did, 
amongst  other  things,  represent,  that  *  the 
'  Genoese  universally  desired  the  restora- 

*  tion  of  their  ancient  republic ;'  and  that 
ihey  '  dreaded,  above  all  other  arrange- 
«  ments,  their  annexation  to  Piedmont,  to 
'  the  inhabitants  of  which  there  had  al- 
'  ways  been  a  peculiar  aversion/ 

5.  "  That  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
subsequent  dispatch  or  instruction  from 
lord  Castlereagh,  or  any  other  of  bis  Ma- 
jesty's ministers  did  convey  to  lord  W. 
Bentinck  the  opinion  of  the  British  Go- 

'  vernment,  that  he  had  exceeded  his 
powers  in  issuing  the  said  Proclamation 
of  the  26lh  of  April,  1814|,  or  in  the  pro- 
ceedings  consequent  thereon ;  and  that, 
in  point  of  fact,  the  said  Proclamation  has 
never  been  disavowed  in  any  public  act 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  or  by  any 
letter,  dispatch,  or  instruction  to  lord 
William  Bentinck,  or  by  auy  Declaration 
to  the  Genoese  people. 

6.  "  That  it  appears,  that  on  the  1 1th  of 
Mav  a  forcible  representation  was  made  to 
)o«  Castlereagh  by  M»  Pareto>  the  minister 


plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary  of 
the  government  of  Genoa,  of  tbe  continued 
desire  of  the  <>enoese  to  return  to  their 
ancient  government,  of  *  their  invincible 
'  repugnance  to  a  foreign  oomination,'  of 
their  confident  reliance  on  the  assurance 
given  them  «  by  the  Commander  of  the 
'  British  forces,  the  depositary  of  the  in- 
'  tentions  of  the  British  Government,'  and 
of  their  just  expectations  that '  his  royal 
'  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  sanctioning 
'  what  had  been  done  in  his  name  by  lord 
'  William  Bentinck,  woold  employ  his 
'  good  offices  with  the  Allied  Powers,  to 

*  induce  them  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
'  establishment  of  the  republic  of  ^noa, 
'  and  of  the  integrity  and  continuity  of 
'  its  territory/  ^ 

7«  "  That  similar  representations  of  tbe 
wishes*  and  hopes  of  the  Genoese,  together 
with  further  representations  of  the  injury 
which  would  be  done  to  them  bv  the  trans* 
fer  of  their  territory  to  a  foreign  dominion, 
not  only  as  it  would  affect  their  rights  and 
liberties,  but  their  commercial  interests, 
and  the  internal  prosperity  of  their 
country,  were  repeatedly  and  at  various 
times  submitted  to  bis  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  more  particularly  in  a  paper 
of  Observations  communicated  by  M. 
Pareto,  on  the  18th  of  May,  and  in  a 
protest  against  ^  any  resolutions  that 
'  might  be  taken  contrary  to  the  rights 
'  and  independence  of  Genoa,'  laid  before 
their  excellencies  the  Ambassadors  and 
Ministers  assembled  at  the  Congress  at 
Vienna,  on  the  10th  December  1814,  by 
tbe  Marquis  de  Brignoli,  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  and  envoy  extraordinary 
of  that  Government. 

8.  '<  That  notwithstanding  these  re- 
peated claims  and  remonstrances,  and  in 
violation  of  the  solemn  engagements  con- 
tracted by  lord  William  Bentinck  on  tha 
part  of  the  British  Government  with  the 
Genoese  people,  it  appears  that  lord  Cas- 
tlereagh, in  a  letter  dated  the  17th  De- 
cember,   1814>,  in  which  was  enclosed, 

*  The  final  decision  of  the  Powers  who 
'  signed  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  annexing  tbe 
'  State  of  Genoa,  under  certain  conditions, 
'  to  the  Crown  of  Sardinia,'  did  instruct 
lieutenant-general  sir  John  Dalrymple« 
then  commanding  the  British  forces  i|i 
Genoa,  « to  take  the  necessary  measureS| 
'  in  concert  with  the  existing  Provisional 
'  Government,  to  deliver  over  the  same» 
'  in  conformity  with  the  decision  above 
'  mentioned,  to  tbe  King  of  Sardinia,  or  to 

*  sQcb  persona  as  bis  Sardinian  Majeaty 
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'  mtj  eppmAt  M  tike  charge  th^recf; 
'  eontlnain^  himself  to  tta  with  the  tVoo|M 
*  under  bis  commaiMl  w  tfn  aoxiliafy 
'corp«,  at  the.di«f6sal  of  his  Sardlhian 
'  Mi^esiy  until  further  erde^rs.' 

9.  "  That  It  appears,  that  in  eonformiijf 
to  the  foregoing  insCmctioti^,  the  Govern- 
ment of  Oenoa  was  delivered  over  ac- 
corduigly>  by  sir  John  Dulrymple,  to  the 
officers  appointed  to  take  charge  thereof 
by  his  Sardinian  Me^sty,  and  that  the 
stfhmission  of  the  Genoese  to  this  transfer 
df  iheir  Government  and  territory  to  a 
foreign  power,  wtfs  secured  and  enfc^rred, 
add  is  stiU  maintained  by  the  continued 
occupation  of  that  city  by  a  British  force, 

10.  *'  That  the  conduct  of  his  Majesty's 
Govern ment,  in  thus  availing  itself  of  the 
cKCcupation  of  the  Genoese  territory  by  a 

.British  force,  t^hfch  they  owed  in  a  con- 
siderable degree  to  the  Amicable  dispo« 
sitton  of  the  inbubitflmls,  in  order  to  make 
a  compulsory  transfer  of  the  possession 
and  sovereignty  thereof  to  a  foreign 
power,  was  not  only  n  violation  of  the 
promises  held  oat  in  lord  William  Ben- 
tfnck'i  Declaration  of  the  14th  of  March, 
and  of  the  implied  engagement  by  which 
the  British  troops  were  received  by  the 
Genoese  nation  as  deliverers,  but  also  a 
manifest  breach  of  the  public   faith  tx- 

Srcifsly  pledged  to  that  Republic  by  his 
lajesty's  general,  sufficiently  authorised 
to  that  effect,  and  never  disavowed  by  his 
Majesty's  Government;  «nd  that  this 
measure  was  also  wholly  repugnant  16 
those  general  principles  of  poNcy  and 
justice,  which  it  was  equally  the  interest 
and  the  duty  of  this  country  to  uphold 
in  all  the  discussions  respecting  a  final 
settlement  of  the  affVirs'of  Europe." 

Mr.  Ckarla  Orant  jun.  rose  and  said, 
that  it  was  somewhat  extraordinary  to 
hear  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  express  so  much  aflection.  for  an- 
cient institutions  and  old  establishments, 
since  fhey  had,  for  twenty  years  past 
been  giving  advice  to  the  House  to  ac- 
quiesce in  all  those  acts  which  were 
calculated  to  overthrow  every  ancient 
establishment  in  Edrope.  He  hoped  his 
hon.  and  learned  friend,  who  had  that 
evening  e^pr^ssed  himself  so  strongly  in 
AiVoor  of  ancient  institutions,  would  al- 
ways continue  to  hold  the  same  opinion. 
With  respect  to  the  great  question  before 
the  House,  he  agreed  with  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  that  the  good  faith  of  the 
country  was  wbAt  they  ought  to  look  to 
with  an   anxioni   eye.    In   comparison 
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vrhh  that  every  othf^r  ioqtitry  they 'might 
enter  into  wm  insignificant.  Now«  look- 
ing to  lord  William  Bentinck's  instroc* 
tions,  he  contended  that  they  did  not 
bear  the  interpretation  which  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend  hitd  been  pleased  to 
pot  on  them.  He  certainly  was  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  state  m  Italy,  and  to 
ihafk  the  feelings  of  the  people—- he  was 
authorized  to  assist  their  exertions  againat 
France — but  he  never  was  called  on  to 
hold  out  to  tbem  a  hope  of  the  re-esta- 
blishment of  the  ancient  forms  of  govern- 
tfentf  in  Italy.  Prom  first  to  last,  the 
sahofe  object  of  this  Government  was  to 
eiceite  the  people  of  Italy  against  France, 
but  not  a  word  was  eter  said  respecting 
a  restoration  of  the  ancient  forms  of  go- 
vernment. It  was  clear  that  the  people 
of  Italy  had  not  shown  any  very  strong 
incltnation  to  rescue  themselves  4om  the 
French  yoke.  In  no  one  instance  had 
they  srfTorded  that  assistance  or  co-opera- 
tion, which,  in  fact,  was  to  be  the  basia 
of  the  adtantages  that  had  been  described 
to  tbem  by  lord  William  Bentinck,  in 
tbe  proclamations  he  issued  when  he  first 
landed  on  their  shores ;  on  the  contrary, 
they  remained  perfectly  passive,  and  in 
consequence  those  troops  which  had  been 
destined  to  promote  their  liberation,  were 
transferred  to  Spain.  He  contended,  that 
no  pledge  had  at  that  time  been  given  by 
lord  William  Bentinck  as  to  the  future 
government  of  Italy,  inasmuch  as  they 
had  themselves,  by  refusing  co-operation 
with  the  British  troops,  failed  in  the  com* 
pact  which  had 'been  entered  into.  He 
now  came  to  the  proclamatton  of  lord 
William  Bentinck  on  his  landing  at  Leg- 
horn, li  was  said  that  by  this  proclama- 
tion we  had  pledged  ourselves  to  the 
restoration  of  all  the  ancient  powers  of 
Italy.  It  by  no  means  appeared  to  him 
that  any  such  pledge  had  been  given— 
and  even  if  there  had,  he  submitted,  that 
the  Italians  had  relieved  us  from  its  ful- 
filment by  their  own  conduct.  From 
what  had  been  said  by  his  hon.  and 
learned  friend,  the  House  might  be  led 
to  imagine,  that  the  march  of  the  Brhifh 
troops  from  Leghorn  to  Genom  was  of 
the  most  triumphant  description-Mhit 
they  were  hailed  as  they  went  by  the 
Italian  people  as  the  saviours  of  their 
country.  The  case  was  far  otherwise,  ta 
the  dispatches  of  lord  William  Bentinck 
and  admiral  Rowley  demonstrated.  tM 
they  speak  of  enthusiastic  welcome?  Did 
they  say  one  word  of  the  assistance  wHdi 
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tbey  had  receitted  ?  Moj  tliey  had  ipoken 
only  of  the  labours  and  difficoltits  wfaich 
they  had  encooDtared  oo  therr  march. 
There  was  not  a  lingle  allusion  to  the 
co-operation  of  the  people^-^not  one  ob- 
servation which  woold  lead  to  a  soppost* 
tion  that  they  were  doing  otherwise  than 
treading  the  shores  of  a  hostile  nation. 
It  was  trae  that  the  troops  were  accom* 
panied  on  their  march  by  a  few  "peasants, 
as  was  always  the  ca^e  with  an  irregtilar 
army  :  bot  where  did  it  aopear  that  the 
inhabitants  had  exhibited  any  thing  like 
a  manifmation  of  pleasure. at  their  ap* 
proach,  or  of  congratulation  at  the  happf 
prospect  byt  which  they  were  cheered } 
If  such  a  feeling  had  been  evincet),  why 
was  it  not  suted  in  the  dispatches  ?  What 
oooM  be  the  motiTe  for  withholding  soch 
a  statement  ^  That  it  was  not  stated,'  was 
the  best  proof  that  it  had  not  ^existed; 
and  hence  it  was  bat  fair  to  conchide,  that 
there  had  been  no  co-operation  which 
could  haYe»  in  the  slightest  degree,  in- 
fluenced the  success  of  that  expedition. 
At  the  moment  lord  William  Bentindc 
approached  tbe  walls  of  Genoa,  there  mk 
a  French  garrison  of  9,000  men  within  it ; 
and  yet  against  those  men,  the  inhabitants 
had  not,  in  a  single  instance,  raised  their 
arms;  on  the  contrary,  they  had  accom- 

Sanied  a  French  officer  lo  lord  William 
lentinck  to  obtain  delay.  And  those 
troops  which  had  assisted  in  maintaining 
the  iron  yoke  of  Baonapart6,  which  had 
atnee  been  spoken  of  in  such  terms  of 
deientation,  were  allowed  to  depart  with 
colours  flying,  and  all  the  honours  of  war. 
After  this,  could  it  be  said  that  the  people 
of  Genoa  had  assisted  in  their  own  eman* 
ctpation?  Af^er  this,  coald  it  be  urged 
thm  when  lord  William  Bentincfc  entered 
tbe  town,  he  did  so  upon  any  other  prin* 
ciple  than  the  right  of  conquest  ?  He  now 
came  to  the  proclamation  of  lord  William 
Bentittck,  of  March  26,  by  which  h  had 
been  said  the  faith  of  the  British  Gorem- 
ment  had  been  pledged  to  maintain  the 
todependence  of  Genoa,  and  to  restore  its 
ancient  constitution.  Even  supposing  that 
such  was  the  fair  construction  of  this 
proclamation!  it  was  evident  that  lord 
WHIIam  Bentinck  had  distinctly  confined 
the  act  to  himsdf,  and  not  to  the  British 
Government.  He  denied,  however,  that 
an)'  such  interpretation  could  fUrly  be 
pot  upon  tbe  terms  of  this  docmnent— he 
denied  that  the  independence  of  Genoa 
iiad  been  m  any  respect  guaranteed.  If 
it  had  been  the  object  of  lord  Wilitan 


Bentinek  lo  restore  the  Genoese  to  their 
ancient  freedom,  woaM  he  not  have  at 
once  pronoonced  them  free  and  indepen- 
dent ^  That  he  had  n#t  dene  so,  was  the 
best  proof  of  his  real  intentions.  The 
army,  howet er,  having  gained  possession 
of  the  town,  it  became  necessary,  for  the 
sake  of  good  order,  to  institute  a  pro« 
visional  government;  and  as  the  ancient 
constitQtion  was  that  best  adapted  to  the 
feelings  of  the  people,  it  was  preferred* 
There  was,  however,  no  promise  of  per- 
manency; there  was  no  pledge  for  its 
continuance  bejfond  the  will  of  the  Allied 
Powers,  under  whose  direction  the  whole 
conduct  of  lord  WHitam  Benliinck  was 
guided,  it  was  known  that  it  was  not 
to  the  sanction  of  the  British  Government 
to  tthrcto  refereiwe  was  to  be  made,  bnt 
to  tbe  general  keYtnj^  of  the  Allies.  From 
all  these  eircemstances,  he  did  net  hesi* 
tate  to  conclude  that  the  British  fkith  had 
in  no  instance  been  violated;  and  that 
lord  WilKam  Bentinck  had  not  contra* 
vened  the  instructions  which  he  had  re- 
ceived. With  respect  to  the  policy  of  the 
annexation  of  Genoa  to  Piedmont,  so  ht 
was  it  from  being  injurious  to  either  cotm* 
try,  that  he  was  satisfied  the  union  wovfd 
be  beneficial  to  both.  The  one  wu  an 
agricultural  country,  and  the  other  a 
maritime  state,  so  that  thetr  interests  could 
in  no  respect  clash ;  but,  on  the  contrary, 
by  a  combination  of  both,  tfaeVelfore  of 
each  would  eventually  be  promoted.  A 
barrier,  too,  was  established  between 
France  and  Italy,  of  an  effective  nature* 
which  had  not  before  existed.  He  denied 
that  the  principle  upon  which  this  an* 
nexation  had  taken  place  was  at  all  novel 
—it  bad  been  recognized  at  the  IVeaty  of 
Westphalia — upon  which  occasion  the 
commoifweahh  of  Europe  assembled,  and 
made  such  a  division  of  states,  without  the 
consent  ot*  the  people;  as  the  interest  of 
the  whole  demanded.  Soch,  too,  was  the 
case  at  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht,  and  in 
1763  Canada  was  given  up  by  France  to 
Great  Britain,  without  the  consent  of  the 
inhabitants,  who^  were  French,  and  spoke 
the  French  language.  During  the  time 
when  Joseph  Buonaparte  was  kmg  of 
Naples,  in  the«overtores  (or  peace  made 
by  the  French  Government  to  this  coon* 
try,  it  was  proposed  that  Sicily  should  be 
ceded  to  the  King  of  Naples,  and  that  the 
Sicilian  monarch  should  receive  Albania, 
Dalmatia,  and  Ragosa,  as  indemnities. 
How  had  that  proposal  been  received  by 
Mr.  Fox  ?  He  had  not  redacted  it  on  the 
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groand  tbafc  the  te^luDenU  of  the'  people 
•boQld  be  consulted.  He  lUted  it  to  be 
m  mere  question  of  compeosation  to  be 
decided  accordiog  |o  the  feelings  of  the 
King  of  Sicily ;  and  had  even  added,  that 
to  render  it  more  conformable  to  the 
^ievrs  of  that  monarch,  Istria*  and  a  part 
of  the  territory  of  Venice,  should  be  joined 
to  the  proffered  indemnity.  When  this 
doctrine  had  been  maintained  by  such 
great  men  as  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Mr.  Fox, 
surely  it  ought  not  to  be  considered  liable 
to  so  much  censure.  The  great  fault  in 
the  former  state  of  Europe  wm«  that  an 
arena  was  leii  between  France  and  Austria, 
ia  which  those  two  great  Powers  could 
wa^e  war,  without  materially  affecting 
their  own  territories.  This  had  been 
remedied  by  the  present  arrangement; 
and  the  increased  force  of  Belgium  and  of 
Piedmont,  without  rendering  them  fit  for 
lUtack,  gave  them  the  power  of  selfde« 
fence.  On  all  these  grounds  the  hon. 
member  contended  that  the  proposition 
of  his  hon.  and  learned  friend  was  quite 
untenable,  that  the  faith  and  honour  of 
this  country  had  been  in  no  degree  com* 
promised  in  the  transaction  alluded  to ; 
and  that  throughout  all  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  this  country  had  uniformly 
acted  upon  the  great  principles  which  had 
regulated  the  political  conduct  of  Europe 
for  two  centuries. 

Mr.  J.  P.  Gram  said,  that  the  eloquent, 
lominous,  and  comprehensive  speech  of 
his  hon.  and  learned  friend,  who  made  the 
motion,  had  left  no  part  of  this  great 
question  untouched,  and  that,  therefore, 
he  should  not  feel  it  necessary  long  to 
trespass  upon  the  attention  of  the  House. 
His  Majesty's  ministers  were,  in  his  opi- 
nion, placed  in  this  dilemma  upon  the  sub* 
ject  under  consideration,  namely,  either 
that  lord  William  Bentinck  had  held  out, 
according  to  his  instructions,  a  promise  to 
the  Italian  people  which,  in  the  case  of 
Genoa,  had  been  grossly  violated,  or  that 
that  noble  lord  had  acted  without  autho- 
rity. But  it  was  evident  that  lord  William 
Bentinck  was  authorized  by  his  instruc* 
tions  to  act  as  he  had  done,  and  it  was 
equally  evident  that  this  gallant  officer's 
pledges  to  Genoa  had  been  abandoned  in 
such  a  way  as  to  fix  an*  indelible  stain 
upon  the  good  faith  and  honour  of  this 
country.  He  would,  however,  pass  over 
all  these  subjects,  which  had  been  al- 
ready so  admirably  discussed  by  his  hon. 
and  learned  friend,  and  proceed  to  the 
proclamation  of  lord  William  Bentinck, 


issued  at  Genoa,  on  the  14th  of  March. 
By  this  proclamation,  he  submitted,  that 
the  Genoese  had  been  promised,  not 
alone  to  be  relieved  from  the  iron  yoke  of 
Buonapart^  but  to  be,  as  had  been  the 
case  with  Sicily,  with  Portugal,  with 
Spain,  and  With  Holland,  restored  to  in* 
dependence,  to  civil  liberty,  and  to  their 
ancient  splendour  among  independent  na- 
tions. This  was  the  language  of  the  pro- 
clamation ;  and  in  having  stated  it,  he 
thought  he  should  be  wasting  the  time  of 
the  House,  arid  stultifying  himself  were 
he  to  attempt  to  use  a  single  argument  ia 
support  of  the  inference  he  had  already 
drawn.  As  it  stood,  the  Genoese  had 
been  distinctly  promised  the  enjoyment 
of  their  ancient  freedom  and  splendour ; 
and  as  for  those  who  argued  the  contrary, 
he  bad  neither  respect  for  their  understand- 
ing, nor  sympathy  for  their  foelioff.  The 
avowed  object  upon  which  lord  W.  Ben- 
tinck set  out  in  his  proceedings  towards 
Genoa,  was  the  restoration  of  the  ancient 
government  of  that  republic,  and  in  the 
spirit  of  her  original  constitution.  In  the 
arrangement  of  the  Provisional  Govern- 
ment, there  was  no  specification  of  its 
termination  in  the  manner  which  it  had 
terminated«M)ifite  the  reverse;  for  from 
a  perusal  of  the  correspondence  of  lord 
William  Bentinck  with  the  Government 
at  home,  it  would  appear  that  he  was 
fully  impressed  with  the  feelings  of  the 
Genoese  upon  this  point.  For  he  expressly 
stated,  in  one  of  his  letters,  that  they 
dreaded  their  annexation  to  Piedmont, 
and  rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  the  resto- 
ration of  their  old  Government ;  and  yet 
this  officer,  in  possession  of  such  informa- 
tion, and  having  communicated  it  to  the 
Administration  by  whom  he  was  employed, 
was  by  them  traduced,  and  stated  to  have 
acted  one  part  to  the  Genoese,  while  he 
harboured  another.  When  he  reflected 
on  those  transactions,  he  could  not  but 
feel  a  degree  of  humiliation  at  seeing  the 
honour  of  the  country  sullied  and  be- 
trayed by  those  who  were  bound  lo 
maintain  it  with  purity  and  integrity. 
The  character  of  British  faith  had  been 
prostituted  for  the  purpose  of  enslaving  a 
nation  which  it  was  pledged  to  liberate* 
Other  treaties  had  been  alluded  to  on 
former  Earopean  confederacies,  as  justi- 
fying the  outrage  which  was  then  under 
discussion ;  but  they  were  not  applicable 
to  the  case  of  Genoa.  That  state  bad 
been  annexed  to  France  by  force,  still  re« 
Uining   a   great   part   of  her   integral 
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character.  When  she  was  taken  pos* 
session  of  by  lord  William  Bentinck,  she 
was  not  taken  possession  of  as  a  conquered 
power,  bot^  rescued  as  an  independent 
state  from  the  hands  of  an  enemy.  And 
'  was  there  any  instance  in  the  law  of 
nations,  that  a  power  so  rescued  became 
the  property  of  the  captors?  He  denied 
that  the  Treaty  of  Westphalia  was  a  case 
in  pornt ;  it  was  true  the  internal  state  of 
Germany  had  received  on  that  occasion 
a  complete  organization ;  but  there  was 
no  instance  of  the  transfer  of  a  whole  in* 
dependent  power.  When  Buonaparte 
ottered  to  Mr.  Fox,  that  Sicily,  shouki 
receive  Venice,  as  a  compensation  for  the 
cession  of  Naples,  what  was  the  reply  of 
that  distinguished  statesman  ?  Why,  that 
Ihe  king  of  Sicily  should  consider  of  the 
compensatioD  in  the  first  instance,  and 
thai  even  then,  perhaps,  objections  would 
exist  which  would  require  deliberation. 
This  new  system  which  had  been  intro- 
duced, under  the  auspices  of  the  noble 
lord  opposite,  was  not  likely  to  be  of  loqg 
duration — it  was  built  upon  too  narrow  a 
basis  to  exist  when  that  force  which  in- 
troduced it,  became  weakened  or  divided. 
The  idea  that  smaller  stales  could  not 
maintain  an  independent  footing,  was  con- 
trary to  the  known  experience  of  history. 
The  ancestor  of  one  of  the  Allied  Sore- 
reigns,  engaged  in  these  transactions, 
whose  wisdom  and  activity  made  Prussia 
what  she  was,  was  recorded  to  have  said : 
"  I  bare  seen  that  small  states  can  sus- 
tain themselves  against  large  ones,  if  their 
internal  affairs  are  regulated  by  attention 
and  industry ;  and  that  great  states  pro- 
ceed only  by  intrigues  and  abuses,  in 
proportion  to  the  extent  they  embrace.'' 
The  hon.  and  learned  gentleman  con- 
cluded by  declaring,  that  the  country 
stood  disgraced  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
by  the  line  of  conduct  which  ministers 
bad  adopted  in  the  course  they  had  sanc- 
tioned towards  a  small  but  independent 
state. 

Mr.  A.  Ward  said,  he  had  listened  with 
much  attention  to  the  hon.  and  learned 
mover  of  the  subject  before  them,  and  with 
much  satisfaction  to  the  able  speech  of 
bis  hon.  friend  who  spoke  second  in  the 
debate.  The  former  was  full  of  brilliancy 
—ihe  latter  full  of  argument.  It  strongly 
reminded  him  of  the  obsenration  of  the 
Cynic,  that  one  ounce  of  good  sense  was 
worth  a  pound  of  deplamaiion**and,  in- 
deed, the  one  speech  was  worth  ten  of  the 
•tber.    The  whole  of  the  argumenu  upon 


this  question  arose  from  an  idea  that  a 
certain  promise  bad  been  held  out  to 
Genoa— >now,  this  was  not  the  fact :  for 
the  Declaration  of  the  Allies  at  Frankfort, 
so  far  from  promising  the  restoration  of 
the  ancient  constitutions  of  the  smaller 
states,  distinctly  stated,  that  for  the 
common  security  of  all,  the  political 
economy  of  Europe  should  be  recast  and 
new-modelled.  A  parallel  was  attempted 
to  be  drawn  between  the  transfer  of  Genoa 
and  the  partition  of  Poland.  The  cases 
were  entirely  distinct ;  the  latter  was  an 
onprofoked  aggression,  committed  in  the 
face  of  day,  and  in  time  of  profound 
peafce ;  but  when  Genoa  was  taken,  aha 
was  in  the  possession  of  an  enemy,  and 
garrisoned  by  France.  With  reference  to 
the  pledge  of  lord  William  Bentinck  to 
the  Genoese—Although  he  denied  that 
any  audi  was  given — ^it  was  an  admitted 
principle  in  Vattel,  and  other  writers  npoa 
the  law  of  nations,  that  no  officer  was 
competent  to  bind  a  nation  to  his  act^ 
unless  he  was  armed  by  that  nation  witk 
positive  and  specifip  instroctiona  for  thai 
purpose.  The  hon.  gentleman  here  read 
several  extracts  from  lord  William  Benr 
tinck's  instructions,  and  his  own  procla- 
mations, to  show  that  he  bad  neither  de* 
ceived  the  people  of  Italy,  nor  been  tra- 
duced by  his  own  Government :  in  fact, 
the  Italians  made  no  effort  for  themselvea; 
they  were  only  known  to  this  country  in 
a  state  of  avowed  war,  and  could  be  con- 
ceived in  no  other  light  than  as  enemies* 
Genoa  was  occupied  at'  the  point  of  the 
bayonet,  and  a  considerable  booty  fell 
into  the  hands  of  the  captors.  This  was 
decisive  upon  the  principle  of  the  case. 
Now,  in  the  establisbmeift  of  the  Provi- 
sional Government,  lord  William  Bentinck 
had  not  made  the  pledges  with  which  he 
was  charged ;  nor  would  the  arguments 
which  bad  been  drawn  from  his  procla- 
mations have  been  at  all  thought  of  or 
produced,  bad  it  not  been  for  the  speeches 
and  insinuations  of  gentlemen  opposite 
—[Hear,  hear!  from  the  Oppo»itioa 
benches.]  They  were  in  fact  nothing 
more  than  declamation,  without  argument, 
and  assertion  without  proof.  The  boo. 
gentleman  then  adverted  to  the  conduct  of 
France  to  Spain  in  the  war  of  the  Succes- 
sion. He  also  warmly  defended  air  J. 
Balrymple  from  the  aspersions  which 
were  cast  upon  him  ;  and  concluded  by 
saying,  that  if  smaller  stales  were  unable 
to  defend  their  independence,  the  cause 
arote  out  of  the  existing  state  of  Europe : 
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ivben  thiB  was  restored  to  its  former  foot* 
tng,  then  indeed  A  different  system  could 
be  adopted  witb  general  safety. 

Mr.  WifUam  Smith  said,  he  was  ready 
10  meed  the  bon.  gentleman  who  spoke  last 
on  the  point  whether  we  were  at  peace  or 
war  wkh  Genoa.  Lord  fia'tbiirst  tn  his 
letter  to  lord  WiHiam  Bentinck  said,  that 
if  it  was  clear  it  coiiM  be  done  with  the 
«ntire  concnrrence  of  Ae  inhabitants,  be 
might  take  possession  of  Genoa.  Now,  if 
we  had  been  at  war  with  Genoa,  shonld 
behave  considered ih is  cone urrenoe neces- 
sary ?  The  hon.  member  reprobated,  in  the 
strongest  term's,  the  fulsome  address  of  the 
Couacil  of  Grenoa  to  the  King  of  Sardinia ; 
•nd  after  observing  upon  the  violation 
which  was  offered  to  the  independent 
Tights  of  tbe  Genoese  Republic,  concluded 
1»y  expressing  his  entire  xroncurrence  in 
the  motion. 

Mr.  W,  Bathunt  coQt€Xt6ed,  that  the.in* 
%troctions  which  were  sent  oat  to  lord 
William  Bentinck  indicated  clearly  that 
too  co-operation  of  the  British  force  was 
^o  be  attempted,  unless  the  Italians  should 
•previously  rise.  He  denied  that  lord  WiU 
iiam  Bentinck  had,  or  that  even  the  Go- 
Temmein  of  this  country  could  delegate 
to  him,  the  power  of  inviting  the  Italians 
to  assert  their  independence,  as  that  most 
•depend  entively  upon  the  final  decision 
of  Congress.  AYl  the  facts  which  -were 
•communicated  in  tbe  papers,  clearly 
proved,  he  thought,  (bat  the  government 
^established  at  Genoa  by  lord  William 
•Bentinck,  was  merely  provisional ;  and  as 
to  the  question  of  bad  farth  'on  the  part  of 
this  Government,  he  had  no  hesitation  in 
•affirming  that  no  case  was  made  out. 

Lord  A.  Hamilton  comended,  that  there 
was  a  co*operation  on  the  part  of  the  Ge-* 
noese,  and  supported  the  motion. 

Lord  Cusilereagh  began  by  observing, 
that  afterthe  length  and  ability  of  the  dis-' 
'cussion,  he  should  not  have  thought  it 
'necessary  to  trouble  the  House  wHn  any 
observations,  were  it  not  for  the  reflectioUi 
'that  it  might  be  considered  a  duty  in  his 
^l^nation  not  to  suiFer  a  qaestton  of  this 
■nature  to  be  passed  with  a  sHent  rote. 
The  subject  had  been  properly  divided 
into  two  branches,  the  -first  of  which 
TBspected  tbe  general  pblicy  of  the  ar- 
rangement enterell  into  with  regard  to 
Oenoa,  and  the  second  involved  the  far 
more  important  question,  whether  or  not 
a  breach  of  faith  had  been  committed  by 
the  British  Government?  The  hon.  and 
4eanied  mover's  argument^  however  elo- 


quently «up|>orted,  amounted  to  this,  tbart 
Congress  bad  tio  right  to  interfere  with, 
or  alter  the  frame  and  .constitution  of  the 
European  commonwealth.  If  such  a  prin- 
ciple had  always  been  acted  on,  it  was  im- 
possible  that  the    system   of   European 
policy  could  have  advanced  in  a  coume  of 
progressive   improvement,  the    treaty  of 
Westphalia  could  never  have  been  carried 
into  effect,  and  the  very  end  and  being  of 
a  general  congress  of  different  states  would 
be    utterly    nagatory    and    unnecessary. 
The  Congress  at  Vienna  was  not  assembled 
for  the  discussion  of  moral  principles,  but 
for  great  practical  purposes^  to  carry  into 
effect  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and  establish 
effectoal  pro? isions  for  tbe  general  security. 
The  Powers  there  assembled  felt  that  they 
had  to  perform  high  political  duties;  duties 
for  the  discbarge  of  which  ibey  were  re- 
sponsible at  tbe  tribunal  of  public  opinion, 
but  which  never  could  have  been  benefi- 
cially discharged,  had  they  divested  them- 
selves of  the  right  and  foil  discretion  of 
protecting  the  true  separate  interests  of 
every  state,  by  securing,  upon  an  adequate 
basis  of  arrangement,  the  general  interests 
of  the  whole.     One  great  object  was,  to 
provide  against  the  remains  of  that  mili- 
tary system  which  had  existed  in  France, 
and  that  military  spirit  that  belonged  to 
ttie  French  character.     What  ^aim  bad 
Genoa,  then,  upon  any  particular  gratitude 
or  consideration,— ^hlch  had  for  a-  long 
series  of  years  been  intimately  connected 
withy  and  subservient  to,  the  views  df 
France,  at  certain  periods  even  incor|>o- 
rated  with  the  strength  and  resources  of 
the  French  empire,   forming  a  point  of 
weakness  to  Ihe  King  of  Sardinia,  and 
rendering  Piedmont  an  rneflectual  barrier 
between    Austria    and    France?     When 
Genoa  capitulated  to  lord  William  Ben- 
tinck, it  was  not  from  a  desire  of  British 
alliance,  but  from  a  dread  of  British  con- 
queft,  and  a  knowledge  that  the*authority 
of  Buonaparte  was  about  to  be  at  an  endf. 
Could  any  state  be  thus  allowed  to  shelter 
itself  against  all  the  consequences  of  legi- 
timate h6stilily,  to  escape  trom  the  law  of 
conquest,  and  derive    from   the   enemy 
against  whom  they  had  acted  the  very 
means  of  their  own  defence  and  safety  ? 
'He  could  appeal  to  great  authoritres  in 
confirmation  df  the  princrples  he  had  laid 
down,  'to  the   proposed  arrangement  of 
partition  in  1799,  sanctioned  by  Mr.  Pitt 
-and  lord^Grenville,  and  to  tlie  conduct  df 
Mr.  Fox  himself  in  1805,  with  respect  to 
Sioily.    He   proceeded    to  read   to  'th^ 
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Hoate  t  ptper  drawn  up  and  written  by 
Mr.  Pitt  himself,  in  which,  in  the  year 
1805,  ihat  great  ttatesman  had  expressed 
bis  approbation  of  the  principle  of  annex* 
ing  Genoa  to  Piedmont,  and  had  framed  a 
plan  of  settlement,  of  which  the  Congress 
at  Vienna  had  only  been  the  serTile 
copyists. 

Sir  John  Ntwpori  spoke  to  order,  and 
objected  to  the  noble  lord's  a? ailing  him- 
self of  his  official  situation  to  read  partial 
docomenis  which  were  not  accessible  to 
the  other  side* 

Lord  Catikrtaffh  resomed,  and  observed, 
that  there  could  be  no  objection  to  hjs 
stating  the  substance  of  a  document,  which, 
if  moved  for,  would  be  laid  on  the  table.* 
The  charge  brought  by  the  honourable 
and  lesnied  genileroan,  was  a  charge,  in 
fact,  against  lord  Wm.  Bentinck,  and  im- 
plied nothing  less  than  that  be  had  practised 
a  system  of  deception  upon  the  Genoese, 
and  now  resided  in  Genoa  in  the  command 
of  a  British  army,  without  having  tendered 
bis  resignation.  He  conceived  upon  the 
whole,  that  the  present  queition  was  no- 
thing but  a  laborious  effort  of  the  hon« 
and  learned  gentleman,  to  redeem  a  sort 
of  pledge  that  be  had  improvidently  and 
indiscreetly  given.  The  proclamation  of 
the  14ih  of  March  could  not  be  issued  with 
such  an  intention  as  was  attributed  to  it, 
because  lord  William  Bentinck  was  then 
acting  in  conjunction  with  an  Austrian 
general;  neither  could  the  proclamation 
published  at  Genoa  bfiar  the  construction 
pul  upon  it,  inasmuch  as  lord  William 
Bentinck  had  at  that  time  his  positive  in* 
structioos  in  his  pocket.  If  lord  William 
Bentinck  had  supposed  that  the  Genoese 
bad  been  deceived,  conid  it  be  supposed 
Ihat  his  feelings  would  have  permitted  him 
itill  to  retain  the  comasand  in  thai  same 
city  of  Genoa  ?  The  noble  lord  concluded 
by  saying,  that  it  was  only  within  the 
walls  of  that  Hoose,  thai  the  honour  and 
good  faith  of  this  coontry  bad  been  called 
in  question. 

Sir  JisiMf  MocilciSoiA  replied  at  so  late 
an  hour,  aiid  in  a  speech  of  such  length, 
that  no  account  of  what  ho  said  was  pre> 
served.  Among  the  matters  to  which  he 
principally  adverted,  and  the  arguments 
on  which  he  seemed  chiefly  to  rely,  were 
the  following : 

It  was  at  length  clear,  he  observed,  that 

*  The  paper  was  afterwards  laid  on  the 
uble  of  tlie  House,  and  Will  bo  found  in 
Vol.  91,  p.  178. 
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his  Majesty's  ministers  found  it  impossible 
to  reconcile  their  own  defence  with  that 
of  lord  William  Bentinck.  Both  his  hon. 
friends  (Mr.  Ward  and  Mr.  Grant)  had 
indeed  maintained  confidently  their  con- 
struction of  lord  William  Bentinck's  pro- 
clamations, and  the  last  of  them  had  said, 
thai'  there  was  no  disavowal  of  him,  because 
there  was  nothing  to  disavow.  But  tho 
noble  lord  felt  the  pressure  of  the.  case 
more  sensibly,— and  had,  with  very  little 
disguise,  rested  his  own  vindication  upon 
a  charge  of  incautious  and  unauthorized 
acts  against  lord  William  Bentinck.  But 
in  that  case,  why  was  he  not  disavowed  ? 
It  was  impossible  to  escape  from  this 
dilemma.  Either  lord  William  did  that 
which  hewasaolborised  to  do,— and  in  that 
case  the  Government  were  bound  to  ratify 
his  acu,«— or  he  did  that  which  he  was  not 
authorised  to  do,  and  in  that  case  the 
Government  were  bound  publicly  to  dis- 
avow his  acts.    They  did  neither. 

Two  authorities  had  been  quoted  by  the 
noble  lord  in  justification  of  the  system  of 
partition,  and  particularly  of  the  annexa- 
tion of  Genoa  to  Piedmont.  The  first  was 
that  of  Mr.  Pitt,  whose  note  to  the  Russian 
minister  in  London  on  the  19th  of  January 
1805,  had  been  read,  as  containing  the 
general  principles  on  which  the  Congress 
had  acted,  and  as  especially  recommending, 
as  a  measure  of  policy,  the  subjection  of 
the  Genoese  territory  to  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia. From  Mr.  Pitt  he  had  himself  dif- 
fered during  the  greater  part  of  his  life, 
and  many  of  the  most  important  measures 
of  that  great  minister  he  had  disapproved 
and  continued  to  lament.  But  he  had  no 
hesiution  in  adding,  that,  considering  him 
altogether,  he  felt  a  high  reverence  for  his 
memory ;  he  honoared  him  as  one  of  tho 
brightest  ornaments  of  his  country;  and 
he  should  regard  with  the  most  respectful 
attention,  his  opinion  concerning  any  ques- 
tion of  policy,  and  still  more 'of  public 
morality.  On  points  of  such  transcendent 
moment,  implicit  confidence  and  blind 
acquiescence  would  not  be  justified  by 
respect  for  any  man ;  least  of  all  could 
they  l>e  expected  from  bin  towards  Mr* 
Pitt. 

But  the  paper  really  afibrded  little.  If 
any,  sanction  to  the  measures  which  ho 
reprobated  and  deplored.  In  the  first 
place,  the  House  were  not  in  pomession 
of  the  correspondence  which  occasioned 
Mr.  Piu's  communication.  In  that  cor- 
respondence it  would  be  seen  whether 
this  paper  contained  the  spontaneous  de« 
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cisions  of  bit  own  great  mind,  or  wis  in 
part  only  the  result  of  compliance  with 
the  suggestion  of  those  mighty  states, 
Mfithoot  whose  co*operation  all  projects  of 
delivering  Europe  were  purely  visionary : 
some  traces  of  compliance  Mr.  Pitt's 
warmest  friends  most  admit  to  exist  in  lt« 
To  class  Modena  and  Tuscany  among 
states  fit  to  be  re-establisKed,  and  capable 
of  maintaining  themselves  ae  substantive 
members  of  the  European  confedieracy, 
was  carrying  complaisance  to  the  House 
of  Austria  very  far:  it  was  covering  a 
provision  for  Austrian  princes  with  a  mag* 
nificent  disguise.  In  the  second  place,  the 
paper  was  unfit  to  be  cited  as  an  autho* 
rity  for  what  is  now  done,  becaase  the 
situation  of  the  parties  and  the  world  is 
Cjoite  diflferenC.  A  plan  for  the  distribu- 
tion of  territory  may  be  justifiable  before 
war,  which  after  victory  would  be  wholly 
inexcusable.  Mr.  Pitt  himself  partly  jus- 
tifies his  plan  by  the  necessity  of  com* 
pensating  Austria  and  Prussia  for  their 
exertions.  Victory,  by  removing  the  ne- 
cessity, destroys  the  justification.  Mr.  Pitt 
evidently  contemplated  the  cession  of  part 
of  Lombardy  to  Sardinia,  and  the  cession 
of  part,  ff  not  of  all  the  Austrian  Nether- 
lands, as  a  barrier  to  the  restored  Republic 
of  the  United  Provinces.  From  all  these 
very  important  parUofhissvstem,the  Allies 
have  now  departed,  though  it  be  apparent 
that  if  Piedmont  had  been  much  stren^ th<- 
ened  on  the  side  of  Lombardy,  she  might 
have  become  a  fitter  guardian  of  the  Alps.; 
and  if  Prussia  had  been  made  the  natural 
enemy  of  France,  by  the  possession  of  the 
Low  Countries,  the  Austrian  Government 
niight  have  gradually  become  less  Antigal- 
lican.  The  Allied  Powers  have  destroyed 
all  that  Mr.  Pitt  considered  as  incapable  of 
te-establishment.  Bat  they  have  not  re- 
stored all  that  he  thought  well  qualified 
for  restoration. 

To  the  general  principle  of  Mr.  Pitt's 
communication  he  assented,— that  restora- 
tion was  the  grand  object  wherever  it  was 
attainable  ;  but  that  there  were  certain 
territories  which,  either  from  the  nature  of 
iheir  government,  or  from  long  subjection 
t6  foreigners,  bad  become  incapable  of  in- 
dependence and  indifferent  to  it,  and  that 
these  territories  formed  the  legitimate  sub* 
ject  of  negociation,  of  compensation,  and 
indemnity.  He  differed  from  Mr.  Pitt 
with  respect  to  the  inclusion  of  Genoa  in 
that  class.  He  differed  totally  from  him 
respecting  the  validity  of  one  of  the  rea- 
loni  assigned  by  him  for  that  classification^ 
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namely,  the  past  conduct  of  Genoa  in  the 
war  between  France  and  Europe.  Thia 
appeared  to  him  to  be  a  mere  principle  of 
revenge,  forbidden  by  morality  and  in- 
compatible with  policy.  The  other  reason 
assigned  "  that  no  power  should  be  left  in 
Italy,  not  likely  to  enter  into  a  general 
system  of  defence  for  maintaining  its  in* 
dependence,^'  related  entirely  to  a  matter 
of  fact ; — the  disposition  of  the  Genoese 
people*  Of  that  disposition  in  1805  Mr. 
Pitt  might  have  bad  no  accurate  informal 
tion.  If  they  were  indifferent  to  indepen- 
dence, they  must  be  incapable  of  main- 
taining it,  and  were  therefore  compre- 
hended under  bis  general  principle ;— if 
they  were  partisans  of  France,  they  were 
justly  sacrificed  to  the  common  safety : 
either,  or  both  of  these  assertions  might 
have  been  made  in  the  year  1805,  without 
easy  means  of  confutation.  But  neither 
of  them  could  have  been  made  at  Vienna 
in  1814.  Their  desire  of  independence 
was  acknowledged  ;  their  abhorrence  of 
the  Sardinian  government  was  notorious ; 
—to  say  the  very  least,  they  were  not 
charged  with  supporting  the  French 
against  the  Allies.  All  the  allegations 
which  misled  Mr.  Pitt,  were  confuted 
by  events ;  or  all  the  facts  which  had  jus- 
tified his  plan  at  that  time^were  now.  com- 
pletely changed.  In  either  case  accord- 
ing to  his  own  principles,  the  Genoese 
territory  had  now  ceased  to  be  the  proper 
subject  of  compensation  and  indemnity ; 
and  it  returned  to  the  first  and  best 
class,  of  which  he  justly  desired  the  en- 
largement, where  the  ancient  government 
could  be,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  re* 
stored.  When  that  paper  was  composed, 
the  memorable  defence  of  Genoa  in  1799 
was  fresh  in  the  memory  of  i|ll  men.  It 
was  well  known  that  alt  the  talents  of  the 
general,  and  all  the  valour  of  the  gallant 
army,  could  not  have  resisted  ao  long  with* 
out  the  attachment  of  the  people.  The  peo- 
ple of  Italy  then  considered  the  French  as 
deliverers.  They  might  do  so,  or  fairly  be 
thought  to  do  ao,  in  1 805.  But  they  were 
known  by  ,the  British  Government  to  have 
undergone  a  total  revolution  of  sentiment 
in  1810,  when  lord  Wellesley  wrote  the 
dispatches  so  often  quoted ;  and  down  to 
18 1 4,  when  lord  W.  Bentinck  issued  bis 
proclamation.  In  1805  only  a  war  of 
great  empires  and  powerful  armies  conld 
be  meditated  against  France.  No  popular 
war  against  them  couM  have  been  then 
in  contemplation.  The  people  had  before* 
time  perhaps    become  neatral|    bat  Be 
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popoUr  CDthttiiMBi  aninii  France  had 
ibeo  beeo'  roused*  Toe  long  oppreMioo 
of  Germaoy,  the  perfidious  occupation  of 
Speiu,  and  the  tremendous  overthrow  in 
Uussia,  were  necessary  to  excite  a  popu- 
lar revolt  against  the  universal  oppres- 
sor. These  were  events  which  Mr.  PitI 
could  not  have  contemplated,  nor  a  state 
of  things  to  which  his  reasonings  could 
be  applied  without  important  modifica« 
tioos..  Is  it  too  much  to  say,  that  when 
the  Sovereigns  of  Europe  had  called  their 
people  to  armSf  and  h«4  in  fact  become 
the  leaders  of  a  popular  insurrection 
against  Napoleon,  Mr.  Pitt  would  have 
regarded  so  memorable  a  change  as 
morally  contracting  the  fund  which  was 
subservient  to  royal  greatness,  in  order  to 
enlarge  the  means  of  re-establishing  io« 
dependent  nations  ? 

Bot«  above  all,  would  Mr.  Pitt  have  been 
indifferent  to  tbe  effect  of  lord  William 
Bentinck's  proclamation,  to  the  friendship 
of  the  Genoese  people  during  his  march, 
to  the  establishment  (for  it  was  an  esta- 
blishment, not  a  promise,)  of  the  ancient 
government  of  the  republic?  Supposing 
that  he  did  not  consider  these  transactions 
as  amounting  to  a  positive  engagement, 
could  he  have  avoided  a  fear  tluil  they 
were  at  least  words  which  excited  rea« 
sonable  expectations,  and  that  such  ex- 
pectations could  not  be  disappointed  with* 
out  bringing  the  public  faith  (to  say  tbe 
least^  into  question,  and  giving  room  for 
specious  doubts  of  the  inviolabiTity  of  Bri- 
tish honour?  Surely  neither  the  tone  nor 
the  reasonings  of  Mr.  Pitt  were  such  as  to 
authorize  an  idea  that  he  considered  the 
convenience  of  annexing  Genoa  to  Pied- 
jDont  as  worthy  of  being  weighed  against 
these  sacred  and  inestimable  objecu. 

Sir  James  observed,  that  respecting  Mr. 
Fox  he  most  own  that  his  sentiments  were 
different,  and  he  should  feel  the  greatest 
sorrow  and  mortification  if  he  could  be- 
Iteve,  that  on  a  question  like  the  present, 
he  diflered  from  that  illustrious  person. 
Since  the  appeal  made  to  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Fox  by  his  honourable  friend  (Mr. 
Grant),  he  had  anxiously  examined  the 
dispatch,  and  he  would  now  read  part  of  it 
to  the  House.* 


*  Mr.  Secretary  Fox  to  the  Earl  of 

Yarmouth* 

DaumMg-^irui,  Mf  ISik,  1806. 

'  "  An  exchange  is  now  omred  for  Sicily, 

>and  it  is  in  that  view,  and  not  in  that  of 

an  abjplot^  and  uncompensated  cession. 


The  first  question  he  must  ask  was» 
when  was  this  diipalch  written  ?  It  waa 
after  the  battles  of  Austerltiz  and  Jena« 
when  Austria  was  the  subservient  ally» 
and  Prussia  the  oppressed  vassal  of  France* 
It  was  a  time  of  universal  subjugation  and 
despair.  Only  one  ray  of  hope  pierced 
the  darkness*  Tbe  last  hope  of  the  con« 
tinent  seemed  to  be  the  alliance  of  Eng* 
land  and  Russia.  To  prevent  a  separate 
peace  between  Russia  and  France,  to  pre- 
serve tbe  lut  ally  of  England  and  tbe  last 
hope  of  Europe,  was  naturally  the  predo« 
minant  thought  of  an  English  statesman. 
If  at  that  dreadful  moment,  to  avert  what 
seemed  the  consummation  of  all  evil,  he 
had  made  some  sacrifice  of  principle,  what 
moralist  would  be  so  rigorous  as  to  bold 
him  altogether  without  ei^cuse;  and  what 
reasoner  could  consider  snch  a  sacrifice 
as  a  precedent  for  such  an  act  as  thn 
transfer  of  Genoa  on  mere  speculations 
of  expediency,  without  any  pretence  of 
urgent  motives,  in  the  midst  of  victory 
and  triumph,  and  with  a  prospect  oC 
general  and  permanent  tranquillity  ?  Could 
the  noble  lord  now  plead  that  dire  neces- 
sity which  justifies  only  what  it  compels  ? 
The  dispatch  of  Mr.  Fox,  even  if  it  had 
been  what  it  is  represented,  is  no  final  act* 
It  only  conveys  a  conditional  assent  to 
an  arrangement  which  at  tbe  same  time  it 
represents  as  almost  impossible  ever  to  be 
realized. 

The  House  could  not  fail  to  have  ob« 
served  Mr.  Fox's  objections  to  the  ac- 
ceptance even  of  a  Turkish  province^ 
though  in  a  state  of  substantial  indepen- 
dence. Though  he  did  not  shock  his 
correspondent  by  speaking  of  national 
independence,  the  sentiment  which  in- 
fluenced his  mind  is  easily  perceived*  It 
is  avowed  on  the  subject  of  Ragusa,  to 
which  he  objects;  "  I.  Because  it  waa 
independent.  2.  Because  it  was  ceded 
by  no  treaty  to  France.  3.  Because  it 
bad  been  only  recently  occupied  by  the 
French.''  The  House  will  see  with  what 
exactness  every  one  of  these  observationa 
is  applicable  to  tbe  cession  of  Genoa, 
which  Mr.  Fox  has  thus  condemned  by 
anticipation  in  this  dispatch,  thus  unfor- 
tunately cited  as  an  autliority  for  iu  jus- 

that  the  question  is  to  be  considered.  la 
this  shape  of  tbe  basineu  it  is  obvious^ 
that  the  value  of  that  exchange  most  btt 
to  be  judged  of,  not  only  by  tkiis  country 
and  by  muia,  bet  also  by  his  Sicilian 
Majesty.  As  the  King,  whose  Uoops  were 
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tification.  In  connsieiicy  with  his  prin* 
cipleSf  which  wer*  not  those  of  the  Con* 
gress  of  Vienna,  in  the  hist  paragraph  just 
read,  he  excludes  Ragosm  from  the  eua* 
ineraiion  of  the  territories  which  were  to 
form  a  compensation  to  the  King  of  Sicily. 
On  the  same  principle,  he  rejects  the 
Hans  towns,  whether  offered  as  an  in- 
demnity to  the  King  of  Sicily,  or  held  oat 
as  a  lore  to  the  House  of  Hanover,  by  a 
proposal  to  incorporate  them  with  that 
electorate.  Such  was  his  invariable  re- 
verence for  the  independence  of  the 
feeblest  commonwealths  in  Europe. 

Bat  it  is  said,  that  he  was  ready  to 
accept  Venice  from  France,  for  the  King 
of  Sicily.  Under  what  circumstances? 
The  Venetian  territory  had  been  ceded 
by  Austria  to  France  at  the  Treaty  of 
Presbufgh.  The  original  seizure  of  that 
state  by  France  and  Austria  was  indeed 
the  most  alrocions  act  of  injustice  re- 
corded in  the  history  of  human  villainy  ; 
but  it  had  been  sanctioned  by  the  Treaties 
of  CampO'Formio  and  Luneville,  and 
effectually,  perhaps  though  tacitly,  by 
the  Treaty  of  Amiens*  No  hopes  of  in- 
dependence had  been   held  out  to  the 
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admitted  into  Sicily  for  its  defence  and 
protection,  naturally  feels  insuperable  ob- 
jections to  any  proposal  for  ahandoning 
that  island,  nnless  with  the  free  and  fall 
consent  of  its  Sdvereign,  and  in  conse* 
quence  of  such  arrangement  as  should 
provide  for  his  interests  by  a  compensa* 
tion  really  satisfactory  both  in  point  of 
value  and  of  secnrit}^ 

"  The  plan  of  creating  for  him  a  new 
kingdom,  to  consist  of  Dalmatia,  Ragusa, 
and  Albania,  does  not  appear  likely  to 
answer  this  description.  Albania,  which 
forms  so  large  a  part  of  this  proposed 
sovereignty,  is  now  a  province  of  the 
Turkish  empire,  the  dismemberment  of 
which  it  is  a  principal  object  of  the  policy 
of  Great  Britain  to  prevent.  That  pro- 
vince has,  indeed,  been  frequently  in- 
volved in  the  same  sort  of  confusion  which 
prevails  in  many  other  parts  of  that  em- 
pire. But  this  circumstance  only  in- 
creases the  difficulty  of  giring  any  con- 
sistence to  a  state  to  be  formed  out  of 
such  materials.  It  does  not  lessen  the 
other  objections  to  such  a  plan. 

*'  There  are  in  like  manner  many  and 
strong  objections  to  that  part  of  the  pro- 
posal which  respects  Ragusa^-an  inde- 
pendent slate,  tvhose  territory  has  never 
been  ceded  to  France  by  any  Treaty, 
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people:  no  British  army  bad 
resetted  them  from  the  domination  of 
France.  What  was  more,  there  was  not 
the  slenderest  hope  that  such  a  rescue 
could  be  accomplished.  The  question 
proposed  by  Mr.  Fox,  was  not  whether 
the  people  were  again  to  be  Venetians 
or  to  become  Sicilians ;  but  whether  they 
were  to  continue  French,  or  to  be  trans- 
ferred to  Sicily,  it  was  a  choice  between 
two  foreign  masters:  not  between  the  moat 
bated  of  foreign  masters  and  the  Klicieot 
government  of  the  republic  restored  to 
independence.  In  all  these  important 
particulars,  the  project  about  the  cession 
of  Venice,  was  diametrically  oppoaite  to 
the  measure  executed  in  the  case  of  Ge* 
noa.  If  they  hsd  been  similar,  the  House 
would  judge  in  what  manner  Mr.  Fox 
would  have  received  such  a  proposition, 
from  the  manner  in  which  he  actually  did 
receite  the  proposals  for  recei? ing^  Ra« 
gusa,  or  for  seizing  Hamburgh.  Above 
all,  it  could  not  be  doubted  how  Mr.  Fox 
would  have  treated  a  proposal  to  snbject 
an  ancient  commonwealth  to  her  most 
hated,  neighbour-— an  atrocity  unexampled 
in  the  annals  of  mankind,  till  it  wu 
attempted  towards  Saxony,  and  onforto- 

and  of  which  she  can  consequently  have 
no  right  to  dispose,  her  occupation  of  it 
being  indeed  of  very  recent  date. 

'*  if  there  could,  with  the  consent  of  his 
Sicilian  Majesty,  be  any  question  of  an 
exchange  for  Sicily,  by  the  creation  of  a 
new  state  in  that  quarter ;  it  is  obvious 
that  this  could  no  otherwise  be  done  than 
by  annexing  to  Dalmatia  not  only  the 
whole  of  Istria,  but  also  a  very  large  por- 
tion, if  not  the  whole  of  the  Venetian 
states,  including,  if  possible,  the  city  of 
'  Venice  itself. 

'*  In  some  such  shape  as  this  it  !s  pos- 
sible that  the  proposition  might  be  ren- 
dered not  wholly  unacceptable  to  his  Sict« 
lian  Majesty.  And  although  the  interests 
of  this  country  separately  would  be  far 
less  consulted  by  such  a  plan  than  by  the 
continued  occupation  of  Sicily,  yet  the 
sense  which  the  Russian  minister  at  Paris 
appears  to  entertain  of  the  advantage 
which  might  result  from  it  to  Austria  and 
Russia  from  the  recovery  of  Dalmatia,  if  it 
were  well  combined  with  future  arrange- 
inents  of  defence,  might  induce  his  Ma- 
jesty to  accede  to  proposals  of  this  descrip- 
tion, on  the  supposition  above  mentioned 
of  a  6011^  fide  consent  on  the  part  of  his 
Sicilian  Majesty/' 
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iittely  coasmnmatcd  towards  Norwty  ind 
6«iioa. 
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Fnuikland,W. 


Grant,  J.  P. 


The  CMigrew  ^Vienna  most  bo  con-  I  j!'*^,Vw; 


HamiltoQy  lord  A. 
Horner,  F. 
Halsey,  J. 
Hammersley,  Hugh 
Knox,  Tho8. 
Ljtlelton,  hon.  W. 
Leader,  W. 
Latoucbe,  R. 


Martin,  Wm. 
Monck,  sir  C. 
Moore,  Peter 
Mont^mery,  sir  H. 
NewfmtySir  J. 
Nugent,  lord 


tent  with  tbo  preoedenu  afibrded  by  the  , 
members  of  tbeir  own  body.  They  had 
the  BOihority  of  the  spoilers  of  Poland. 
They  had  an  example  In  tbe  robbery  per- 
petrated by  France  and  Austria  against 
Venice.  They  might  quote  tbe  precedent 
of  the  partition  ol  Germany  under  the 
name    of    indemnities,   by   France    and  .  •  *    u    •   r 

Rus«ain  1802;    and  of  the  cession  of    ^^Jl'.i^ft  "^  ^• 
Hanover  by  France  to  Prussia  in  180(1.     Morpefii  lord 
Each  of  tbe  three  great  Powers  had  com*  ^   - - 

Ibitied  a  similar  crime  as  the  accomplice 
of  France.  Bot  they  would  in  vain  seek 
any  warrant  for  their  acu  in  the  formeV 
conduct  of  Great  Britain,  and  they  must 
Hot  bope  to  shelter  a  mere  lawlens  exer* 
cise  of  force,  under  the  spotless  name  of 
Mr.  Fox. 

Lord  Atanm^  could  not  allow  tbe  House 
to  separate  without  defending  his  respected 
friend,  sir  J.  Dalrymple,  ai^amst  the  suspi- 
cion of  democratical  sentiments,  or  levity 
of  conduct,  in  what  he  had  said  respecting 
the  faU  of  the  aristocracy.  His  language 
bad  been  misunderstood. 

Sir  James  Mocknimk,  in  explanationi 
declared,  that  be  never  meant  to  apply 
tbe  words  which  he  used  to  the  intentions 
of  sir  J.  Dalrymple,  but  only  to  his  lan- 
guage ;  and  after  what  he  had  been  pri- 
rately  told  by  his  noble  friend,  he  could 
wot  doubt  that  sir  J.  Dalrymple  could  not 
have  intended  to  employ  the  langoage  in 
tbe  sense  which  seemed  to  him  so  ex- 
tremely objectionable. 

The  previous  question  being  moved  on 
the  first  Resolution,  the  House  divided  : 

For  the  Resolution   60 

Against  it •..•«.«•••.• 171 


Profay,  lord 
Paulet,  lion.  V. 
Ponsonby,  rt.  hon.  G. 
Prittie,  hou  F. 
Ramsden,  John 
Rowley,  sir  Wm. 
Smith,  J. 
Smith,  S. 
Smyth,  J.  H. 
Scudamore,  R.  P* 
Sebnght,  sir  J. 
Tavistock,  lord 
Western,  C.  C, 
Whitbread,  S. 
Wynn,  Charles 
Wmnlngtoui  sir  T« 
Wellcsley,  R. 

Tellexs. 
Sir  M.  W.  Ridley. 
Wm.  Smith. 


Majority Ill 

Tht  prevlotts  question  was  carried  on 
all  the  other  Resolutions,  excepting  tbe 
last,  which  was  negatived  without  a  di- 
vision. 

Un  cf  ike  Mmoriif. 


Abercrombie,  hon.  J. 
Aubrey,  sir  John 
Althorpe,  lord 
Burdett,  sir  F. 
Bewick,  C. 
Babiogjtosi,  Thos. 
BeroM,  Scope 
Butler,  hon.  C. 
Bovil,  J. 

Bennet.  hon.  H«  G. 
Beraaroylord 


Brand,  hon.  Thos. 
Calvert,  Charles 
Campbell,  hon.  J. 
Cocks,  lion.  J.  8. 
Chaloner.  R. 
Caveadiah,  Charles 
Cavendish,  Henry 
Doudas,  hon.  F. 
Dunaas,  hon.  L. 
DuDcannon,  vise. 
Forbes,  Charles 
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Rid^,  April  28. 

Pbivatb  Mad-Housbs.]  Mr.  Rase  ad- 
verted to  the  great  ahoi^es  which  existed 
in  the  mad-houses  in  England,  and  pointed 
out  the  necessity  of  the  subject  being 
brought  under .  the  examination  of  the 
House.  Among  the  variety  of  cases  which 
had  recently  come  to  his  knowledge,  and 
which  proved  ttie  neceuity  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, was  that  of  a  young  woman, 
who,  although  in  such  a  situation  as  to 
require  some  restraint,  was  yet  perfectly 
Innocent  and  harmless.  This  voong  wo* 
man  wu  found  chained  to  the  ground 
by  the  leg  and  arm,  a  degree  of  cruelty 
which  was  in  no  respect  justified.  Tbe 
right  hon.  gentleman,  with  the  view  of 
correcting  such  practices,  moved,  "  That 
a  Committee  be  appointed  to  consider  of 

firovision  being  made  for  the  better  regu- 
ation  of  Mad-houses  in  England  ;  and  to 
report  the  same,  with  their  observations 
thereupon,  to  the  House."— The  motion 
was  agreed  to. 

Irish  Taxxs.]  Mr.  Vesey  Fitxgerald 
moved,  that  tbe  House  should  resolve  it* 
self  into  a  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means. 

Mr.  WMthread,  before  the  present  mo- 
tion should  be  agreed  to,  wished  to  know 
from  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
whether  it  was  his  intention  to  bring  on 
the  diircussion  respecting  the  Property- 
tax,  before  the  motion  of  which  ho  bad 
given  notice  for  that  nigbf,  as  this  wu 
one  of  tbe  nights  on  which  orders  pre- 
ceded notices ;  and  whether,  out  of  cour- 
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tesVf  he  woold  not  giye  bim  (Mr.  W.)  pre- 
cedence ? 

Mr.  VoQf  PiitgeraUl  said,  be  would  not 
press  tbe  measure,  if  this  .was  any  object 
to  tbe  bon.  gentleman:  though'  be  con- 
cei?ed  tbe  taxes  which  he  had  to  propose, 
would  not  occu|py  much, of  the  time  of  tbe 
House. 

Tbe  ChMcellor  qfihe  Excheqiter  signified, 
that  be  was  not  inclined  to  waife  his  right 
of  priority.  He  conceived  that  it  was  not 
iFcry  probable  that  any  debate  woold  take 
place  to-night  on  the  subject  of  the  Pro* 
perty-tax. 

Mr.  fVhitbread  said»  that  when  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  considered  the  important 
nature  of  the  subject  of  his  motion^  with 
which  the  renewal  of  the .  Property-tax 
was  most  intimately  connected,  he  was 
rather  astonished  at  tbe  refusal  be  had  met 
with,  more  especially  after,  the  bravado  of 
the  noble  lord,  whom  he  did  not  then  see 
in  his  place  (lord  Castlereagh),  a  few 
nights  ago,  of  bis  (Mr.  W.'s)  shrinking 
from  his  motion^  and  of  the  facilities  which 
he  would  afford*  The  regulation  on  which 
tbe  right  bon.  gentleman  relied,  had  never 
obtained  his  (Mr.  W.'s)  assent,  though  he 
should  only  be  disposed  to  infringe  it  on 
an  important  occasion  like  the  present* 
The  answer  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer for  Ireland  had  been  perfectly 
satisfactory,  and  therefore  he  would  not 
oppose  tbe  going  into  a  committee  of  ways 
and  means.  But  if  tbe  right  hon.  gentle- 
man should  think  proper,  in  direct  viola- 
tion of  tbe  promise  of  facilities  by  tbe 
noble  lord,  and  to  which  he  himself  ac- 
ceded, to  persist  in  wishing  to  precede 
bim,  he  waa  determined  to  take  the  sense 
of  the  House,  whether  they  would  proceed 
with  the  Property-tax  at  that  time  or  not 
He  bad  no  objection  to  its  coming  on  after 
his  own  motion  sho.uld  have  been  dis* 
cussed. 

Tbe  House  then  formed  itself  into  a 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.  Upon 
which,    ,  .  . 

Mr.  Veuy  FiizgeraU  rose,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  to  the  House  some  ad* 
dition  to  the  taxes  of  Ireland.  He  was 
aware  that  in  bringing  t  forward  such  a 
subject,  objections  would  arise  to  his  not 
accompanying  it  by  a  general  sUtement 
of  tbe  finances  of  that  country.  .  Such  a 
statement  it  was  his  intention  hereafter  to 
make ;  but  for  the  present  he  hoped  the 
Hotise  would  do  him  the  justice  of  be- 
lievingi  that  nothing  but  tbe  necessity  of 
the  measure  could  have  induced  bim  to 
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bring  it  forward  thus  early ;  and  be  was 
the  more  inclined  to  anticipate  this  iodul* 
gence,  when  be  recoUiKted  that  an  im- 
pression prevailed  in  the  House,  that  Ire- 
land did  not  afiR>rd  a  fair  contribntion 
towards  the  general  expenses  of  the  stale. 
He  had  two  measures  to  propose,  which 
were  as  unobjectionable  as  ^ny  which,  in 
bis  opinion,  the  ingenuity  of  the  House 
could,  devise.  One  was  the  equalization 
of  the  assessed  taxes  now  paid  in  Ireland 
with  those  paid  in  the  oth^r  parts  of  Great 
Britain ;  and  the  pther  was  the  equalization 
of  tbe  duty,  on  malt  in  both  countries.  He 
also  took  occasion  to  remark,  that  he 
should,  in  a  few  days,  submit  a  proposittoQ 
to  the  House  fur  making  a  concurrent  ad- 
dition to  the  duties  on  distilleries,  which 
would  prevent  any  discouragement  being 
given  to  the  breweries.  With  respect  to 
malt,  it  was  his  intention  to  propose  an 
increased  duty  of  six  shilliogf^  which, 
with  tbe  thirteen  shillings  already  paid, 
would  have  the  eflect  of  producing  an 
addition  to  the  price  of  beer  of  rather  less 
than  a  halfpenny  per  pot.  Tboduty  would 
also  be  imposed  in  such  a  way  as  to  secure 
to  tbe  revenue  the  most  beneficial  result ; 
while  the  public  and  the  brewer  wouki  be 
placed  upon  an  equal  footing,  each  bearing 
a  proportionate  weight  of  the  burthen.  Tbe 
right  bon.  gentleman  concluded  by  mov- 
ing, as  a  Resolution,  "  That  tbe  present 
Rates  of  Assessment  on  Houses,  Windows, 
Dogs,  Horses,  Carriages,  &c.  in  Ireland, 
should  cease  and  determine;''  with  the 
view  of  substituttnga  scale  of  rates  similar 
to  that  adopted  in  England. 

Sir  John  Niu^fort  said,  he  was  willing  to 
give  the  right  hon.  gentleman  every  credit 
for  the  motives  by  which  he  was  actuated 
on  the  present  occasion,  and  he  was  equally 
willing  to  allow  that  tbe  task  of  imposing 
new  taxes  on  Ireland  was  extremely  diffi- 
cult. To  any  addition  to  the  assessed 
taxes  of  Ireland,  however,  he  had  At  all 
times  objected,  from  a  conviction  that  aocb 
a  measure  would  only  tend  to  augment  the 
evil  under  which  that  country  already 
laboured  in  a  most  lamentable  degree— he 
meant  the  absence  of  those  gentry  who 
by  '  their,  residence  in  their  native  land 
would  contribute  towards  its  prosperity 
and  wealth.  That  was  tb^  great  and 
crying  evil  by  which  Ireland  was  afflicted; 
and  which,  he  was  sorry  tosay,  every  day 
accumulated  more  and  more.  The  right 
bon.  gentleman  on  the  present  occasion, 
in  proposing  an  equalization  of  tbe  assessed 
taxes,  seemed  to  have  forgotten  that  the 
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inhtbiUflU  of  Irdaiid  mlretdy  bore  the^ 
borthen  of  a  tax  wbich  wai  ooknown  in  | 
this  coonuy;  be  nueuil  Ihe  betrib-tax. 
If  any  increate  wu  made  lo  iba  Buewed 
tazoft  be  wai  iDciioed  to  tbink  tbal, 
iotlead  of  an  addiiioo  to  tbe  reveDQC*  a 
dimiDQtioa  wooM  be  prodoced.  Sacb  bad 
been  tbe  cue  wUb  respect  to  tbe  addi- 
^onal  dotiet  on  wine;  and  be  trtisted  tbat 
example  woald  be  tofficient  to  indoee  tbe 
rigbt  bon.  gentleman  to  abandon  biiinten* 
tioo.  With  respect  to  tbe  mi]l*tax,  it 
sbottld  be  recollected,  tbat,  if  tbe  proposed 
addition  took  place,  it  was  not  an  addition 
founded  npon  the  permanent  malt  daty  in 
this  coontry»  but  npon  tbe  war  doties ;  and 
he  feared  thai,  when  a  dedoction  took  place 
in  tbe  English  doties,  it  the  conclntion  of  the 
war,  those  in  Ireland  would  still  be  main- 
tained, and  tbat  that  would  become  per- 
manent in  Ireland  which  in  England  was 
but  temporary.  Independent  Si  this,  he 
considered  it  was  wise  and  politic,  in  twtry 
point  of  tiew,  to  encourage  the  breweries 
in  Ireland,  with  tbe  view  of  substituting 
tbe  consumption  of  a  wholesome  beverage 
in  preference  to  ardent  spiriis,  which  was 
alixe  destructive  to  the  health  and  morals 
of  tbe  people.  Any  addition  to  the  duties 
on  distillation,  at  which  tbe  rigbt  boo* 
gentleman  &ad  hinted,  would,  in  bis  esti* 
nation,  as  ho  had  often  before  declared, 
be  productive  of  no  benefit  whatever; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  by  aflbrdinff  an  addi- 
tional inducement  to  illicit  distillation, 
would  extend  ihat  practice  wbich  was 
already  an  evil  of  crying  magnitude, 
still  more  wklely,^  and  thereby  lesaen, 
instead  of  increase,  the  resources  of  tbe 
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revenue. 

Mr.  Beaks  said,  that  as  bis  obgections 
to  tbe  financial  system  of  Ireland  were  of  a 
general  nature,  he  should  postpone  any 
observations  which  be  had  to  make  npon 
this  subject  till  the  right  bon.  gemleman 
brought  forward  tbe  financial  ftatement  to 
which  he  bad  alluded.  He  could  not  help 
lupeating  what  be  had  said  on  a  former 
lilgbti  however,  thai  tbe  conuibutions  of 
Ireland,  in  tbe  way  of  public  revenue,  were 
by  no  means  equal  to  her  proportionate 
abare  of  tbe  burthens  of  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Sir  Jokm  Newport  contended,  that  Ireland 
had  borne  her  fair  proportion  of  the  bur- 
thens of  tbe  State ;  and  as  a  proof  of  this 
assertion,  be  referred  the  bon.  gentleman 
to  tbe  docomenu  which  had  been  laid  on 
tbe  table  of  the  House  within  the  last  fort- 
«igbt. 


ICr.  Kat|f  KtmffM  said,  in  answer  to 
what  bad  fallen  from  ihe  right  bon.  bare* 
net,  tbat  the  material  result  m  an  additional 
duty  on  any  article  was  a  diminution  to  a 
certain  extent.  The  increase,  however,* 
was  to  be  set  against  tbe  probable  diminu- 
tion, and  tbat  it  was  which  must  decide 
the  application  of  the  tax.  With  respect 
to  the  proposed  increase  of  the  assessed 
taxes,  ne  bad  calculated  iu  produce  to 
amount  to  SI50,00(U.;  but  when  he  came  to 
stata  the  general  Ways  and  Means  of  the 
country,  he  should  not  take  it  at  more  than 
200,000^  The  Malt  Duty  he  had  calcu« 
lated  upon  tbe  returns  made  in  ihe  last 
year,  ending  in  1815,  which  amountad  to 
8,364,000  barrels,  and  adding  an  addi^ 
tional  doty  of  G«.  per  barrel  on  each  of 
these,  it  would  produce  264^000/.;  but 
this  too  he  should  take  only  at  200,000^., 
wbich  would  afford  full  scope  for  any 
diminution  thai  might  take  place  from  ibn 
proposed  addition. 

Sir  Mm  Ntwpori  abstained  from  offering 
any  further  objection  to  these  measures 
now—reserving  himself  for  thorn  oppor* 
tooities  which  tbe  different  stages  of  the 
bills  through  the  House  wookl  afford. 

The  question  was  then  put  and  carried; 
as  was  a  resolution  of  a  similar  nature 
respecting  the  Malt-tax.  Tbe  House  re- 
sumed, and  tbe  Beport  wu  ordered  to  be 
brought  up  on  MondMf • 

Tbe  OoncWtor  pf  ie  Exdk^tier  moved, 
thai  tbe  House,  at  ita  rising,  should  ad- 
journ ta  Monday. 

Mr.  Whiikftod  now  repeated  his  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  tbe  right  bon.  gentle- 
man oMant  to  pemvere  in  his  intention 
of  moving  tbe  committee  on  tbe  Property* 
tax,  previous  to  tbe  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  which  be  bad  given  notice  for 
thatnigbtt  and  wbich  be  could  not  but 
consider  of  paraasoont  importance.  It 
was  true,  by  a  resolution  of  ihat  House, 
come  to  so  far  back  as  tbe  year  1810,  but 
to  which  he  bad  never  given  his  sanction, 
that  on  tbat  day  orders  had  precedence  of 
notices.  Nevertbelem  be  could  not  help 
eeying,  that  this  resoluiion  was  one  likely 
to  be  productive  of  f  rest  inconvenience, 
and  one  wbich,  in  folure,  might  cramp 
and  fetter  the  freedom  of  discunion. 
Previous  to  this  resolutioo«  wbich  had  been 
introduced  by  Mr.  Perceval  under  peco* 
liar  cireumstauces,  ihat  of  the  public  bo* 
siness  being  retarded  by  the  examination 
of  two  subjects,  to  which  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  allude,  notices  always  bad  prece- 
dence«  inasmuch  as^  by  the  rales  of  the 
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House,  a  member  was  emUIed  to  bring 
forward  a  motion  without  any  notice. what- 
«fer.  Referring  back  to  these  circum- 
slanc^B,  he  trusted  the  right  bon.  gentle- 
man would,  in  f)oint  of  courtesy,  permit 
him  to  enter  upon  the  subject  of  his 
notice  first.  If«  however,  it  was  deemed 
necessary  to  go  into  the  committee  on  the 
Property-tax  thai  night,  he  had  no  heni- 
tation  in  agreeing  for  one  to  entertain  that 
subject,  after  his  motion  had  been  dis- 
posed of. 

The  Chanceiloraftke  Exekequir  said,  the 
House  would  recollect,  that  the  committee 
on  the  Proparty-ttx  bad  already  been 
postponed  lor  three  days ;  be  was  un- 
willing, therefore,  to  paw  -over  that  day 
without  putting  it  tbroufch  another  stage. 
If  he  was  to  understand  that  it  would  be 
allowed  to  pass  through  that  stage  without 
discussion,  he  had  no  objection  to  its 
conning  ieitber  before  or  after  the  hon. 
gentleman's  motion. 

Mr.  B&rham  begged  that  it  might  be 
nnderstood.  that  this  was  not  the  only 
order  of  the  day  which  had  precedence  of 
the  hon.  gentleman's  motion.  There  was 
another  order  in  which  he  was  concerned, 
and  which  be  considered  of  some  im* 
portance;  but  whatever  was  the  feeling 
of  the  House,  he  should  be  most  willing  to 
adopt;  yet  he  still  felt  he  was  entitled, 
under  the  resolutions  which  had  been 
adopted  by  the  HaosOi  to  lay  in  his  claim 
to  precedence. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Bett  was  also  interested 
in  an  order  of  the  day— >tbe  committee 
on  the  Insolvent  Debtors  Bill-~which, 
however,  be  would  willingly  postpone 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Hou.<e. 

Mr.  /If.  i4.  T^hr  likewise  laid  claim  to 
a  priority  of  attention  on  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  further  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Pillory  Abolition  Bill ;  but. 
like- other  gentlemen,  was  not  desirous  of 
pertinaciously  pressing  thi^  subject  to  the 
exclusion  of  busineu  whirb  might  be 
considered  of  greater  importance. 

The  question  for  the  adjoarnment  of 
the  Hau^e  was  then  put,  and  carried. 
Mr.  Whitbread  instantly  rose  and  s^id, 
he  would  roaimaifi  p^v^session  nf  the  House 
then,  if  the  Chancellor  of  ihtf  Exchequer 
did  not  con«ient  to  p'Mpnne  the  committee 
on  the  property  tax  B«ll. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  said, 
that  he  shotild  certainty  arrede  to  the  re- 
quest, under  the  impatience  of  the  House 
for  the  motion  of  which  the  honourable 
genilemau  had  some  time  ago  give  notice. 


Mr.  WkkhtaA  Moium  [060 

Motion      rbspecnng     Wax     with 
France.]  Mr.  fVkuifreafl  foae,m  pursuance 
of  his  notice,  to  move  an  Address  to  the 
Prince  Regent  vpon  the  subject  of  the 
threatened  war  with  France.     He  rejoiced 
at  the  concession  made  by  the  right  hon* 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Bxcheqoer,  because 
not  only  the  subject  itself  was  of  great  im^ 
portance,  but  it  was  of  the  utmost  conae« 
quence  that  it  should  be  discussed  without 
a  moment's  delay*     He  did  not  imagine 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  detain  the 
House  at  any  considerable  length  on  a 
question  which  lay  in  a  compass  so  narrow, 
namely,  whether  the  House  would  consent 
to  embark  the  country  in  a  new  war.  the 
termination  of  which    no  human  being 
could  foresee.   The  principle  was  as  narrow 
as  the  question;  it  was  now,  for  the  first 
time,  avowed,  and  Parliament  was  called 
upon  to  decide,  whether   it   would  Uke 
advanUge  of  that  opportunity  afforded  by 
the  disclosure  of  certain  documents — much 
to  the  benefit  of  mankind,  but  little  to  the 
credit  of  the  noble  lord— -fur  a  deliberatioa 
on  this  great  subject<-^wbether  it  would 
avail  itself  of  the  short  interval  that  now 
remained  in  order  to  enter  a  protest  against 
embarking  this  country  in  a  war  upon  a 
principle  so  narrow,  by  voting  an  Address* 
praying  the  Prince  Regent  to  avert  a 
calamity  so  dreadful.     He  begged  leave 
to  recall  the  attejition  of  the  House  to  ita 
own  proceeding  on  this  day  three  weeks* 
when  an  Address  was  proposed  by  ihe 
noble  lord  in  the  blue  ribtMm  in  conae* 
quence  of  a  Message  from  the  Throne* 
To  that  Address  he  (Mr.  W.)  bad  sog- 
gested  an  amendment,  which  wai  rejected 
by  the  House,  on  a  distinct  understanding 
from  the  noble  lord,  that  the  die  was  not 
yet  cast,  and  that  there  still  remained  an 
alternative  for  thia  country,  which  alter* 
native  was,  whether  we  sbonld  avail  our* 
selves  of  the  abstract  right  of  commencing 
war,  or  whether  it  would  not  be  more 
consistent  with  sound  policy  to  act  merely 
upon  a  defensive  system }    It  waa  not  at 
all  times  easy  to  comprehend  the  meaning 
of  the  noble  lord,  if  meaning  were  intended 
-^bot  if  any  thing  could  be  collected  fvomk 
the  words  be  employed,  it  was  that  thetne 
still    remained    that    alternative  fHear* 
hear!}«    Mr.  Whitbread  put  it  te  many 
of  his  right  honourable  and  honoumble 
firiends  roond   him,  whether  they  would 
have  voted  agamot  his  amendment,  unlesa 
they  had  expressly  understood  from  the 
noble  lord  that  it  was  onoeceaaa^y,  becauee 
his  Majesty's  minitteri  had  given  their 
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pUgb(e4  Glith  thftt  aa  alternative  was  left, 
9jaA  tb9(  they  w^re  i^ndeterinined  on  the 
iMie  pf  policy*  wbicb,  for  tbe  safet^r  of  the 
^uotry,  tbey  sfiould  deem  it  right  to 
purtue?  [Hear,  bear!]  If  aoy  thing  could 
.  be  wanting  to  prove  that  aacb  was  the 
langpage  of  th.enobI^  lord,  and  the  under- 
atanding  of  the  Houie,  it  waa  auflficient  to 
jjqote  tbe  term  applied  by  tbe  noble  lord 
ta  that  amendment.  Tbe  noble  lord  bad 
called  it  a  truiam#  because  it  called  upon 
the  Prince  Regent  to  take  such  measures 
aa  would  secure  a  peace  consistent  with 
the  boBour  of  bia  crown,  his  faith  to  bis 
Allies,  and  tbe  security  of  bis  dominions. 
He  described  it  as  a  truism,  because  it 
prescribed  a  course  which  ministers  bad 
taken,  and  tbereforK  that  it  was  idle  to 
give  advice  to  do  that  which  bad  been 
already  determmed. 

Such  being  the  universal  persuasion  in 
tbe  House,  what  must  have  been  its  asto- 
sisbment  when  it  was  found  that  tbe  noble 
lord  bad  been  deluding  tbe  House  and  tbe 
country  ?-«4bat  he  had  been  holding  forth 
tbe  poasibility  of  an  alternative^  and  tbe 
wish  to  adopt  a  pacific  reaolotioot  when  in 
tratb  it  bad  been  already  decided  io  coun- 
cil that  hostilities  should  be  commenced. 
8ocb  wu  the  delusion  practised  upon  par- 
liamept  and  the  country :  and  but  fpr  an 
accident  we  might  have  been  plunged 
into  all  tbe  horrors  of  a  new  war,  without 
9Xk  Qpportunity  of  reflecting  upon  tbe  con* 
aejiu^ncea.  Even  now,  Mr.  Wbitbread 
aaid,  be  feared  that  this  diacuasion  would 
be  too  late,  if  what  bad  fallen  from  a  noble 
•arl  (Liverpool)  in  another  place,  had 
been  correctly  atated.    By  an  accident 

J  certainly  unforeseen  by  ministers,  or  the 
eltisioo  would  not  have  been  attempted,) 
in  the  Vienna  Gasette  appeared  an  illicit 
publication*  which  most  sink  the  fame  of 
tbe  noble  lord  from  the  proud  height  to 
which  it  bad  once  been  exalted.  This 
publication  was  the  Treaty  signed  on  tbe 
8(^th  March  at  Vienna;  and  it  seldom 
iiappened  that  so  much  waa  disclosed  by 
mere  dates  aa  in  the  present  case.  It  was 
received  by  Government  on  the  5th  of 
April»  the  day  before  tbe  Message  was 
brought  down  to  tbe  House.  Yvt^  though 
ministera  knew  the  contents  of  that  Treaty 
end  to  what  extent  it  pledged  thia  country, 
they  bad  not  thought  fit  to  alter  a  ain^le 
word  of  the  Rpyal  communication.  Havmg 
been  brought  down  on  tbe  6th  of  ApriC 
4MI  the  7th  t^e  Meaaag^  waa  tidteo  into 
cooaideration,  and  the  Anawer  waa  re* 
.mmed  on  tbe  «tb»  oa  wbi^b  day  Ukowiie 
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the  ratification  of  tbe  Treaty  by  the  Prince 
Regent  waa  dispatched  to  Vienna.  In  tbe 
disrouion  on  the  7th  of  April,  in  which 
the  gross  delusion  was  practised  upon  the 
country,  which  had  put  an  end  to  all 
further  debate,  tbe  proclamation  of  the 
13th  of  March,  signed  by  tbe  Duke  of 
Wellington,  so  unhappily  for  himself,  had 
been  referred  to,  ana  the  noble  lord  had 
attempted  to  gloss  it  over,  to  show  that 
the  language  might  baye  a  double  appli* 
cation— in  short,  to  weaken  and  falsify  tbe 
whole  of  its  contents.  He  had  contended 
that  the  alteration  in  circumstances  bad 
cancelled  the  obligation ;  and  yet  in  the 
teeth  of  this  statement  was  tbe  Treaty  of 
the  25tb  of  March,  which  the  noble  lord 
had  just  before  been  reading,  which,  io 
his  own  judgment  and  that  of  bis  coU 
leagues,  revived  that  Declaration  with  all 
its  horrors,  called  all  its  malignity  into 
activity,  provided  for  its  execution,  and 
avowed  it  to  be  tbe  basis  of  tbe  new  en« 
gagement,  I^  remained  therefore  for  the 
noble  lord  to  reconcile  tbe  words  be  bad 
uttered  with  the  facts  that  bad  appeared, 
and  to  show  bow  an  alternative  could  exist 
in  the  face  of  a  Treaty  to  which  be  bad 
acceded,  and  which  declared  immediate 
and  interminable  hostility  [Hear,  bear!]. 
To  complete  which,  tbe  only  remaining 
atep  waa  tbe  amount  of  aubaidy  left  in  the 
hands  of  lord  Clancarty,  whose  powera 
the  noble  lord  bad  refoaed  to  produce. 

Under  tbeae  circomatancea,  Mr.  Whit^ 
bread  aaid,  be  bad  thought  it  bis  duty*  to 
propose  an  Address  to  induce  tbe  Prince 
Regent  to  pauae  before  be  involved  hie 
people  in  war,  on  tbe  ground  that  the 
executive  ^vernment  of  France,  whether 
by  tbe  choice  of  the  people,  or  tbe  power 
of  the  army,  waa  placed  in  the  handa  of  aa 
obnoxious  individual.  '  Tbe  restoration  of 
the  House  of  Bourbon  bad  never  beforp 
been  made  a  ground  of  hostility.  Mr. 
Piit  bad  disavowed  it,  and  it  had  frequently 
been  denied  by  some  of  his  successors,  and 
in  the  Declaration  of  tbe  Regent  annexed 
to  the  Treaty  of  Vienna,  bis  Royal  High- 
ness bad  disclaimed  any  intention  to  inter- 
fere with  any  particular  form  of  gQveni- 
ment.  Why  was  such  a  declaration  re- 
quired }  What  more  right  bad  tbe  Prince 
Regent  to  interfere  with  tbe  internal 
goTernment  of  France,  than  the  Fnnch 
bad  to  interifere  with  tbe  internal  govern* 
meolof  this  country  ?  Ministers  concluded 
that  it  might  enter  into  tbe  design  of  the 
Alliea  to  restore  the  family  of  Bourboo* 
and  for  thii  i oMon  that  DecIaratioQ  WM 
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inserted^  and  therefore  we  were  now  not 
to  contend^  whether  the  go?ernaient  of 
France  should  be  iniperial«  royal,  or 
republican ;  we  allowed  the  nation  to 
adopt  for  itself  the  government  that  sbonld 
please  itself,  but  it  was  not  to  be  permitted 
that  one  particular  man  should  be  placed 
at  the  head  of  it.  Was  such  a  declaration 
—such  a  principle  of  war—just  or  politic  ? 
On  the  contrary^  was  it  not  the  surest  mode 
to  rouse  the  spirit  of  a  mighty  people,  and 
to  confirm  them  in  their  resolution  of  sup- 
porting that  man  by  their  most  strenuous 
efforts  ?  A  distinction  was  attempted  to 
be  made  between  the  governor  and  the 
government;  but  where  was  the  politician 
so  subtle — or  rather,  so  bewildered  in  the 
mazes  of  paradox— -as  to  be  able  to  con- 
vince a  people  of  this  nice  distinction  ? 
Would  not  such  a  declaration  by  a  foreign 
power,  as  applied  to  ourselves,  animate 
all  hearts  to  defeat  a  project  so  extraor- 
dinary and  so  foolish  ?  The  Declaration  of 
the  13th  of  March,  therefore,  though  no- 
minally against  one  man,  was,  in  truth,  an 
anatheitaa  against  millions  of  people.  Mr. 
Wbitbread  said,  that  nothing  could  exceed 
his  indignation  at  this  unprecedented  do- 
cumentf  and  he  felt  ashamed  that  the  name 
of  Wellington  was  affixed  to  it.  Followed 
by  the  Treaty,  it  was  plunging  Great 
Britain  into  a  war  that,  if  not  otherwise 
terminated,  must,  in  the  opinion  of  all 
thinking  men,  be  soon  abandoned,  from  a 
deficiency  in  our  very  physical  resources. 
[Hear,  hear!] 

The  hon.  member  then  went  on  to  re- 
probate in  very  warm  and  severe  terms 
the  Declaration  of  the  Allies,  which  placed 
Buonaparte  out  of  the  pale  of  civil  society, 
made  him  an  object  of  public  vengeance, 
and  represented^himasa  man  who  bad  for- 
feited bis  last  atid  jnly  claim  to  exist- 
ence. If  there  were  any  meaning  in  lan- 
guage, it  was  this,  th^t  for  the  first  time  in 
the  history  of  the  world,  war  was  proclaimed 
against  one  man  for  the  Demolition  of  his 
power?  What  was  his  power  r  His  people: 
and  the  conclusion  therefore  was  inevitable, 
that  hostilities  were  to  be  renewed  for  the 
desperate  and  bloody  enterprise  of  de- 
atroying  a  whole  nation — [hear,  hear !] 
Mr.  Whitbread  read  the  first  paragraph  of 
the  Declaration  of  the  ISth  of  March,  and 
ridiculed  those  who,  while  reviving  all  the 
calamities  of  war,  with  egotistic  vanity, 
called  themselves  the  deliverers  of  Europe. 
He  maintained,  that  while  they  proclaimed 
death  to  Buonaparte  and  vindicated  asset- 
'ainalion,  by  their  own  abandonment  of 
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treaties,  by  their  own  tergif  ersatton,  thejr 
were  the  direct  authors  of  this  new  war* 
He  also  read  a  part  of  the  Treaty  of  the 
25th  of  March,  in  order'  to  show  that  It 
continued  and  recognized  the  spirit  6f 
the  previous  Declaration,  declaring  that 
neither  truce  nor  peace  could  ever  be 
made  with  Buonaparte.  What,  he  in- 
quired, would  in  all  probability  be  the 
result  of  this  system  ?  Supposing  the 
Allies  were  early  to  accomplish  their 
avowed  design,  and  Buonaparte  were  to 
fall  in  the  first  battle— -was  the  system 
complete?  Would  the  Allies  retire,  or 
could  they  withdraw  with  safety  to  thenr* 
selves  upon  their  own  principles?  Were 
there  no  other  persons  of  experience  and 
talents  whom  the  French  nation  might 
place  at  their  head?  Having  raised 
mankind  in  arms  against  one  single  in- 
dividual (an  object  not  very  worthy  of 
the  means),  how  could  the  Allies  be 
more  secure  than  at  present,  if  marshal 
Ney  were  placed  at  the  head  of  the 
French  people-— a  man  whom  Louis  the 
XVIIhh  had  declared  to  be  second 
only  in  wickedness  to  Buonaparte?  He 
remembered  a  discussion  in  that  House 
some  sixteen  years  ago,  of  which  Buo- 
naparte was  the  subject,  with  whom  wa 
were  now  going  to  war,  only  because  be 
continued  in  existence.  it'  was  then 
said,  if  he  were  taken  off,  otherr  would 
rise  in  bis  place,  and  Berthier  had  been 
mentioned  as  a  person  likely  to  succeed 
htm,  and  it  was  contemled  that  new 
difficulties  would  arise  in  that  case,  quhe 
as  great  as  those  of  which  Buonaparte 
was  the  cause  under  the  then  existing 
form  of  government.  He  would  suppose 
the  dynasty  of  Buonaparte  to  be  quite 
extinct— was  it  certain  that  the  Bourbons 
would  be  the  choice  of  the  French  people  ? 
Perhaps,  if  it  were  possible  to  collect  the 
sense  of  the  most  intelligent  portion  of 
them,  more  votes  would  be  given  against 
them,  than  againiBt  any  other  family. «-[No, 
no  !  from  Ministers.]  He  expected  that 
cry  fVom  the  other  side :  if  they  thought 
as  they  expressed,  they  would  find  them- 
selves deceived,  for  although  accuitomed 
to  majorities  in  the  House  of  Commons, 
ministers  would  discover  that  their  tn- 
flnence  did  not  extend '  beyond  its  walls. 
Many  sentlemen  who  cried  **  No,  no !" 
in  the  House  when  ranged  at  the  back  of 
their  friends  in  power,  when  they  were 
out  of  hearing  of  those  friends,  would 
utter  very  difierent  sentiments  in  the  lobby 
^hear,  bear!   and   laughter].  '  There 
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wera,  fiiw  thbigt  mw  entortaioiog,  than 
to  amrk  the  tudden  change  in'the  opinions 
of  miaiiterial  adherenu,  as  tbey  enUr«d 
the  House.  On  walking  with  some  of 
them  up  the  steps,  it  was  quite  delightful 
to  listen  to  the  liherality  and  justice  of 
thieir  opinions ;  but  no  sooner  had  they 
passed  the  fatal  doors  than  it  appeared  as 
if  they  had  shot  out  their  liberality  and 
josiice,  as  unfit  companions*  and  no  proper 
jnembers  of  a  ministerial  House  of  Com* 
moos— >[^hear«  bear !  and  continoed  laugh* 
ter]«  At  all  evenu  it  would  not  be 
argued,  even  by  the  other  side,  that  the 
restoration  of  the  Bourbons  waa  an  inevi- 
table conseqoence«.and  it  was  not  impos- 
aible  that  the  Allies  might  fight  France 
into  a  repetition  of  the  bloody  horrors  of 
the  RevolulioOf  and  put  her  into  a  situation 
ia. which  we  had  formerly  declared  her 
incapable  of  maintaining  any  of  the 
relations  of  peace  and  amity.  He  wished 
the  House  and  the  country,  before  it 
plunged  into  a  new  war,  well  to  weigh  the 
alternatives;  to  reflect 'that  it  was  a  war 
of  mere  speculation*  on  which  politicians 
bad  a  right  to  determine  whether  we 
aboold  immediately  engage  or  wait  the 
issue  of  events.  Admitting  4hat  by  the 
return  of  Buonapart^  we  possessed  the 
at>stract  right  of  war^  did  it  necessarily 
follow  that  we  must  exercise  that  right? 
Of  what  did  that  right  consist?  What 
gfive  the  right  to  declare  war  ?  It  was 
aaid,  that  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris  better 
terms  were  given  to  France  than  would 
h^ve  been  conceded  to  her  if  Buonaparte 
had  remained  her  emperor — that  the  same 
M^verity  had  not  been  shown  in  conse- 
(loence  of  the  acceptance  of  Loqis  IS. 
>7hat  were  the  severer  terms  that  would 
have  been  imposed*  it  was  impossible  for 
him  (Mr.  W.)  to  know  or  to  argue  upon. 
He  had  been  told  that  at  one  period  more 
liberal  conditions  had  been  offered  to 
Buonaparte  than  to  the  Bourbons*  which 
he  had  first  rejected.  In  point  of  terri- 
tgry  those  conaitioni*  he  understood*  were 
much  more  consistent  with  the  honour  of 
France  than  those  which  had  been  im- 
posed  upon  Louis  18.  Afterwards  Buona« 
parte  expressed  his  willingoeM  to  accept 
tbem*  lord  Castleceagh  gave  his  consent* 
and  then  Buonaparte^  affairs  were  in  such 
a  state  as  to  induce  him  to  hope  for  more 
favourable  proposals.  The  propositions 
were  therefore  ultimately  rejected*  until 
ttie  Allies  were  able  to  dictate  almost  what 
terms  they  pleased. 
T^ere  iras  aaotbcr  essential  coiui4er«- 


ation  of  the  subject*  which  was  the  Treat]f 
of  the  Congress ;  which*  whether  it  had 
been  signeo  or  not*  was  not  before  the 
House  either  in  form  or  substance.  The 
only  ground  on  which  war  would  be  de- 
clared* was*  that  the  terms  which  had 
been  granted  to  France  under  the  govern- 
ment tff  the  Bourbons  were  more  favour- 
able than  would  have  been  granted  to  it 
while  Buonapart6  was  at  its  head.  This' 
being  the  course  put  forth*  we  had  only  to 
say*  that  as  Napoleon  had  returned  to 
France*  and  had  received  the  executive 
power*  France  could  submit  to  those  re- 
stricted limits  which  we  had  formerly 
wished  to  impose  on  her*  and  we  could 
continue  at  peace.  No  such  thing  had 
been  attempted.  Overtures  had  been 
received  directly  from  Buonaparte*  the 
answer  to  which  was*  that  they  should  be 
communicated  to  his  Majesty's  Allies. 
Whether  these  propositions  bad  been  taken 
into  consideration*  or  whether  they  had 
been  laughed  at  and  thrown  aside  as  an 
idle  communication*  no  answer  whatever 
had  been  given  to  that  overture;  for  bad 
there  been*  it  would  in  some  manner  have, 
made  its  appearance.  The  nature  of  this 
Oferture*  as  a  great  secret*  the  noble  lord 
had  concealed  from  the  House.  He  was 
tempted  to  ask  whether,  if  the  war  waa 
continued  for  fifteen  months,  and  at  the 
end  of  that  time  Napoleon  was  in  greater 
personal  power  than  be  was  in  possessioa 
of  at  the  present  instant*  the  Government 
of  this  country  would  reject  all  overtorea 
from  him  ?  No  one  could  deny  that  at 
this  moment  his  personal  power  at  least 
was  much  inferior  to  that  which  he  pos- 
sessed previously  to  the  treaty  of  Paris; 
neither  were  there  any  ostensible  grounds 
on  which  the  Prince  jEtegent  could  be  ad- 
vised to  declare  war.  Had  it  been  stated 
that  the  Allies  felt  themselves  insecure* 
unless  the  French  consented  to  adopt  mora 
restricted  limiis  ?  Had  ihrre  been  any 
aggression  on  the  part  of  Napoleon  ?  Ha4 
there  been  any  thing  which  could  give 
occasion  to  a  Message  like  the  juggling 
Message  which  was  sent  to  the  House  ia 
1803*  to  induce  them  to  plunge  into  war? 
Had  there  been  any  armament  on  the 
coast  ?  Had  there  been  any  act  similar 
to  that  of  the  revolutionary  government 
of  November*  |702*'indicativv  of  a  dispo- 
sition to.  war  ? .  We're  we  afraid  of  inva- 
sion  ?  .  Were  our  fleeu  and  armies  in  such 
a  state*  that*  we  liacf  need  to  fear  such  an 
attack*  When  it  was  to  be  recollected*  that 
it  iTM  taken  as  the  greatest  insult  thai 
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Buonapftite,  in  the  heat  of  conversatioii, 
bad  formerly  sM,  that  England  coold  nov 
contend  ivith  him  single-handed?  His 
power  at  that  time  was  infinitely  larger 
iban-  it  was  now.  In  former  periods,  when 
we  baH  thought  it  safe  to  treat  with  Napo- 
leon, France  had  safiered  none  of  those 
restrictions  to  which  she  bad  since  been 
anbjected,  nor  had  he  himself  undergone 
those  trials,  which,  whether  the  eQect  they 

Srodoced  on  him  would  be  ultimately 
dneficiai  or  no,  had  produced  the  most 
beneficial  efiects  on  his  acts.  What  were 
the  motives  which  led  to  those  acts,  it 
would  be  impossible  to  ascertain,  nor 
perhaps  would  be  material ;  if  we  we're 
satisfied  with  our  o^n  motives,  what  were 
th«  motives  of  others— the  acts  themselves 
were  humane  and  beneficial  to  mankind. 

The  grounds  being  sbch  as  were  now 
stated,  the  House  were  to  consider  whe- 
ther the  blessings  of  peace  could  be  main- 
tained, or  whether  they  should  be  passive 
until  the  fatal  message  came,  and  the 
blow  was  struck.  He  believed  there  had 
unhappily  existed  an  idea  in  the  country, 
that  war  was  necessary ;  but  at  present  the 
fervour  in  that  cause  had  much  abated. 
The  eeneral  idea  was,  when  Buonaparte 
first  landed,  that  he  would  be  speedily 
suppressed;  it  was  imagined  that  the 
"monster,  ruffian,  villain,  and  traitor/' 
would  soon  be  put  an  end  to,  and  that 
peace  would  return  to  the  world.  But 
It  was  (0  be  remembered,  that  in  the  revo- 
lution which  bad  taken  place,  in  a  coun- 
try in  which  revolutions  had  been  bloody 
beyond  all  parallel.  Napoleon  had  been 
testored  to  the  throne  without  one  drop  of 
blood  being  shed,  and  that  the  Government 
of  this  country  and  its  Allies  had  firstopened 
the  flood-gates  of  blood  to  human  kind, 
by  declaring  war  for  the  professed  pur- 
pose of  putting  an  end  to  the  political  and 
physical  existence  of  Napoleon.  There 
were  those  who  did  not  calculate  on  the 
means  of  carrying  on  the  war  in  which 
we  were  about  to  engage,  and  which  must 
b*  gigantic  beyond  the  exertion  which 
led  to  his  own  overthrow.  Were  the 
finances  of  this  country,  or  of  the  Powers 
of  the  continent  in  such  a  state,  that  we 
oould  carry  on  the  war  for  any  lensth  of 
time,  at  tf\p  rate  at  which  we  intended  to 
commence  it?  Were  the  finances  of 
Russia  in  a  state  to  enable  that  power  to 
carry  on  the  war  ?  Were  the  finances  of 
Austria  or  of  Prussia  in  such  a  flotirisbinf 
state?  Was  it  not,  on  the  contrary, 
khown  that  the  fiaaacea  of   flll   these 
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powers  were  in  a  stftte  of  Cdfnpfete  e)t« 
haustion,  and  that  without  oar  assistatlce 
they  would  not  long  be  able  to  carry  on 
the  war  ?  As  to  our  finances,  by  which 
all  the  other  Powers  were  to  be  enabled 
to  prosecute  the  contest,  he  had  not 
spoken  to  any  man  who  was  not  of  opinion 
that  a  lonf(  war  would  ejtfaaust  us-i-[Hear, 
hear ! ) .  The  Treaty  of  Vienna  adopted  the 
principles  ent^merated  by  the  Treaty  of 
Chaomont,  and  the  I6th  article  of  that 
Treaty  was  referred  to.  That  article  Has  a 
convention  between  the  contractingPowers^ 
to  adhere,  if  necessary,  to  the  defensive 
compact  for  twenty  years,  with  pewelr  to 
revise  the  provisions  three  years  before  the 
conclusion  of  that  term.  It  might  be  very 
politic  to  enter  into  engagements  for  those 
extended  terms ;  but  with  their  experifehcfc 
of  former  coalitions,  could  the  House 
calculate  on  such  durability  ?  Were  Ihey 
not  aware  of  the  peculiar  circumstances 
by  which  Austria  had  been  led  to  join  the 
coalition  against  Erance,  and  ih&t  AOt 
long  ago  she  was  executing  the  designs  of 
Buonaparte  for  the  destruction  of  tbia 
country  ?  With  all  pur  experience  of  coh« 
tinental  alliances,  by  what  magic  spell 
did  we  hope  to  bind  together  a  coltlitioil 
for  twenty  years,  in  spite  of  jarring  inte- 
rests and  particular  objects?  If  all  the 
Allied  Powers  could  be  brought  to  attack 
France,  and  if  their  attack  was  to  a  certain 
degree  successful,  they  might  for  a  time 
hang  together. 

What,  then,  would  be  the  result,  sop- 
posing  the  Allies  again  before  the  wani 
of  Paris— supposing  them  again  in  that 
city  ?  The  people  of  France,  then  no 
longer  at  liberty  to  choose  a  government* 
would  be  subjected  to  one  imposed  by  the 
Confederated  Armies.  Was  it  to  be  sop* 
posed  that  the  same  tranquillity  Would 
exist  which  now  reigned  in  France  ?  The 
Allied  Armies  could  not  be  withdrawn^ 
but  must  be  maintained  ki  Fra'nce,  and 
live  on  the  soil  of  that  kingdom,  which 
would  be  subjected  not  indeed  to  the 
bayonets,  as  it  was  now  alleged  to  be  of 
its  own  troops,  but  to  the  bayonets  of  the 
Allied  Powers.  Such  a  state  oT  tbthgs 
i^outd,  as  ffltr  as  we  could  n6w  f6resee.be 
fatal  to  the  liberties  oT  thankind.  But 
before  the  contest  could  be  brbogbt  U> 
this  terminlition,  disastrous  bs  it  ihfgbt  bis 
—mighty  indeed  were  the  efibrtk  Whictk 
mast  be  made*-far  bther  was  the  Witt 
with  Napoleon  from  ivhat  It  bad  beefi 
imagined  by  many,  who  idly  uked,  why 
were  ntft  the  alfied  bayonets  Already  la 
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FrtncH?  Tbe  plain  reason  wto  Ihis^be- 
ca^te  H  bad  been  impoMible  to  bring 
aaeb  an  efficient  force  to  bear  in  a  abort 
tiAie:  It  waa  impossible^  in  abort,  to  take 
France  by  a  coup  dg  mam.  Long  pre- 
paration was  absolntely  necessary,  and 
tbe  time  cootd  not  i'ail  to  be  as  service- 
able to  Napoleon  as  it  bad  been  to  the 
Allies.  He  had  called  forth  bis  strength, 
he  had  dissipated  hia  internal  foes,  the 
white  ffkg  wated  not  within  the  limita  of 
kia  land ;  while  the  Allied  Powers,  spite  of 
their  most  earnest  preparation,  were  not 
yet  hi  a  condition  to  act  against  him. 
Their  chance  of  success  beciinie  weaker 
every  day,  while  the  tbance  of  Napoleon 
ef%ry  day  grew  stronger.  The  bon*  gen- 
Ibttaii  then  obserred,  tbat  the  first  lord 
of  the  t*reasQry  (the  earl  of  Liverpool) 
had  italed  in  another  place,  that  the 
detemhiation  of  the  Allies  on  the  sobject 
of  thh  Treaty  wal  known  before  tbe  com- 
miiMfcation  bad  been  made  to  Parliament, 
^mnd  called  on  the  noble  lord  opposite  to 
recbncile  this  with  his  declaration  at  the 
litae  of  the  discussion  of  the  Meaaage. 
He  concluded  by  Yhofing, 

^  That  an  homble  Addreube  presented 
to  hia  royal  higbneaa  the  Prince  RegeVii, 
to  entreat  his  Itoyal  Highness  that  he  will 
be  graciously  pletted  to  take  such  mea- 
aores  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  this 
country  being  involved  in  war,  on  the 
grottnd  of  the  executive  power  in  France 
being  vested  in  any  particular  person.^' 

Sir  M,  If,  Hidity  seconded  the  motion. 
He  thought  it  was  not  the  part  of  this 
country  to  inquire  into  the  particular  go- 
vernment of  France,  nor  into  her  power  to 
•ettle  who  should  be  at  its  head.  If  the 
principle  of  not  interfering  with  the 
concerns  of  other  nations  had  tiot  been 
vecogttised  before,  we  should  not  have  the 
constitution  which  we  now  poaaesaed. 
The  Declaration  of  the  ]3th  of  March 
bound  the  Alliea  to  ioin  against  the  de- 
signs of  Napoleon  Bttonapart6 ;  but  the 
circumstances  in  which  be  waa  placed 
were  now  widely  changed.  By  the  third 
aiticle  of  the  IVeaty  it  waa  atiputated, 
that  hii  ktteropta  to  regain  tbe  aopreme 
authority  in  France  Vhonld  be  pitvente^ 
but  be  was  now  in  foil  posseaaion  of  thUt 
aovereign  power,  and  we  had  no  right  to 
trample  o^  the  afiectiona  of  the  French 
people,  nor  on  the  Uwa  #hich  they  wer6 
pleaded  to  ihake  for  themaelvea.  Tbe 
explanatory  Declaration  of  the  ^nce  Ee- 
geht  pledged  ua  not  to  aeek  to  impose 
atiy  particular  governmant  open  TtUkCt ; 


if  auch  Waa  the  deterorinatlon,  hew  ootiM 
another  Declaration  be  issued  egaiiiit  the 
existence  of  Buonapart^,  or  against  hia 
being  placed  at  tbe  head  of  the  French 
nation }  How  was  it  possible  to  divide' 
him  from  the  government?  When  th# 
Allies  approached  the  gates  of  Paris  laal 
year,  they  proclaimed  their  intentiona  noi 
to  interfere  with  the  government,  but  to 
support  the  wishes  of  the  people^  which 
were  sitid  to  have  manifested  themselvea 
in  favour  of  the  Bourbons.  This  was  act* 
ing  on  a  right  prmciple ;  but  il  could  not 
be  denied,  wbtn  it  was  seen  how  Boone* ' 
parti  had  manched  thiough  nearly  tbo 
whole  country  to  the  capital,  and  resumed 
the  supreme  authority  without  meeting 
with  the  least  opposition,  that  the  feelinga 
of  the  people  were  evidlently  utth  him* 
Tfaerefbre  any  attempt  to  make  war  for 
the  purpose  of  dethroning  him,  would  b# 
a  Violation  of  those  principles  which  th# 
Alliel  bad  expressed.  He  thought  that  w 
personal  feelfng  of  animosity  againat  Bei»» 
naparti  had  got  the  better  of  judgineBt  iH 
deciding  hi  favour  of  war.  But  personal 
resentinenu  should  be  laid  aside,  and  the 
question  considered  on  the  ground  of 
national  phlicy  and  honour.  If  it  waa  . 
proper  to  attempt  to  conclude  peace  with 
Boonaparti  twelve  months  ago  when  hh 
was  in  the  fulness  of  despotic  power,  why 
should  it  not  be  done  now  when  his  au« 
thority  had  been  so  much  curtailed }  If 
the  House  looked  at  the  present  conslitu- 
tion  of  France,  it  would  see  that  tberer 
was  none  more  likely  to  mahitaitt  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  a  country,  ind  to 
prevent  it  from  threatening  those  of 
others.  The  Emperor  was  now  placed 
in  a  aituation  in  which  he  could  leas  than 
ever  interfere  with  U9|  or  any  other  an* 
tion,  even  aupposing  that  he  should  not 
b^ve  been  taught  by  the  lessons  of  ad* 
versiiy.  If  the  noble  lord  wished  to 
prove  the  truth  of  his  aisertion,  that  there 
still  remained  an  alteraatite  of  peace  or 
wir,  why  not  do  it  by  acceding  to  the 
preient  hiotion?  It  would  be  said,  that 
this  wu  tbe  time  for  war,  as  Bnonaparti 
wak  unprepared.  Bet  the  sataie  taneuagia 
had  becfn  held  twenty  years  ago.  ft  waa 
thfen  argued  in  fiivonr  bf  the  contest,  that 
the  coubdla  bf  Ptranch  were;  distracead^ 
her  ftnenMi  ruined,  and  her  army  db» 
organtaed.  War  waa  tbua  begun;  liOl 
every  day,  vvery  month,  every  yehr, 
atrengthened  the  power  of  Prance.  Ibo 
members  of  the  Coatftion,  it  waa  MW 
atipniated,  wet«  not  to  by  down  fktat 
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arms  except  by  common  content;  but 
had  not  experience  shown  us  what  was 
the  nature  of  coalitiooR  ?  How  often  had 
we  not  been  disappointed,  and  seen  our 
Allies  leading  us,  and  from  friends  be- 
coiming  oor  enemies  ?  He  thought  the 
success  of  the  present  war  extremely 
doubtfuL  He  did  not  place  much  con- 
Edence  either  in  the  coalition,  or  the  De- 
claration of  the  Allied  Sovefeigni  The 
House  were  told  not  to  trust  Boonapart6, 
and  he  did  not  pot  much  trust  in  him ; 
but  let  them  look  at  the  papers  laid  for 
the  last  six  months  on  the  table,  and  ask 
themseWes  what  confidence  they  can 
p4aceon  the  Allied  Powers?  Would  they 
find  any  ground  for  it  in  their  conduct 
towards  Poland  ?  in  their  rapacious  par- 
tition of  Saxony  ?  in  their  broken  faith  to 
Genoa  and  to  ffaples  ?  If  such  a  want  of 
faith  was  found  in  the  Allied  Powers,  he 
■aw  no  reason  why  we  should  have  more 
confidence  in  their  declaration,  than  in 
those  of  Napoleon.  He  should  give  his 
decided  vote  on  all  .occasions  against 
plunging  this  country  into  a  state  of  war, 
for  the  purpose  of  changing  the  govern^ 
ment  of  France.  The  statement  made 
by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  for 
Ireland,  in  which  he  lamented  the  ne« 
cessity  of  laying  on  additional  taxes, 
showed  the  impropriety  of  entering  into 
a  new  contest.  How  could  we  maintain 
an  army  of  150,000  men,  when  we  found 
It  so  difiicult  to  go  on  as  we  were?  No 
person  was  more  ready  than  he  was  to 
aopport  the  Government  in  a  just  cause ; 
but  he  now  had  a  more  imperative  duty 
to  perform— to  protect  the  people  of  this 
country  from  being  drawn  into  a  most 
unnecessary  and  unjust  contest. 

Lord  CatUareagh  said,  he  was  not  sur- 
prised that  the  bon«  member,'  whose  opi- 
nions on  the  subject  of  peace  were  so  well 
known,  should  have  brought  forward  the 
present  motion ;  but  he  should  be  indeed 
astonished,  if  the  House,  after  the  opinions 
it  had  expressed,  and  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  sentiments  entertained  by  the  country, 
ahould  agree  to  such  an  Address.  The 
nature  and  effect  of  the  proposition  before 
them  could  not  be  disguised,  if  they  con- 
curred with  the  hon.  gentleman.  It  was 
impossible  for  any  one  to  concur  with  the 
hon.  gentleiAan,  who  did  not  so  completely 
see  his  way  through  all  the  arduous  cir- 
cumstaoces  of  the  p^resent  state  of  things, 
as  lo  have  made  op  his  mind,  not  merely 
that  armed  preparation  was  better  than 
open  war,  but  that  it  would  be  wise  and 


Mr.  fmOreofi  JUatiom 


[979 


proper  to  adopt  that  course  of  poKcy  at 
variance  with  the  other  Allied  Poweis. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  safety  of  the 
world  was  to  be  sought  (whatever  was  tho 
policy  we  adopted)  in  an  alienation  from 
those  Powers  of  the  Continent,  by  whose 
assistance  we  brought  the  former  contest 
to  a  happy  issue ;  though  the  honourable 
gentleman  who  made  the  present  mo- 
tion, on  this  as  on  other  occasions,  might 
be  disposed  rather  to  look  to  peace  than 
to  exeition  for  security,  and  might  draw 
discouraging  pictures  of  future  results, 
which  were  only  to  be  found  in  bis  pro- 
phecies. Parliament  had  a  long  expe* 
rience  of  the  consequences  which  would 
have  resulted,  if  they  bad  attended  to  the 
counsels  which  the  hon.  gentleman  had, 
from  year  to  year,  impressed  on  the  House* 
Napoleon  would  not  only  have  been  Jeil 
in  possession  of  the  most  fertile  parts  of 
Europe,  of  which  the  possession  was  so 
pregnant  with  danger  to  us ;  but  indepen- 
dent Powers,  now  in  a  state  of  the  most 
vigorous  exertion  against  him,  would  have 
remained  completely  subservient  to  his 
will.  It  would  have  been  unfortunate  in- 
deed if  those  counsels  had  biassed  the 
House. 

The  noble  lord  said,  he  should  first 
consider  whether  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
had  acted  correctly  in  a  constitutional 
point  of  view,  or  whether  it  was  subject 
to  the  animadversions  which  the  hon. 
member  had  cast  upon  it  in  the  course 
of  his  speech.  He  distinctly  admitted  that 
Parliament  had  not  given  any  pledge  to 
the  Executive  Government .  on  war  or 
peace,  but  that  under  the  circumstances 
of  the  case  they  approved  of  the  measures 
which  had  been  taken  for  augmenting  his 
Majesty's  forces  by  sea  and  land ;  but  how 
this  force  was  to  be  used  they  had  not 
decided.  The  hon.  gentleman  had  found 
out  a  principle  unknown  to  the  Constitu* 
tion,  namely,  that  when  the  House  was 
called  upon  to  approve  of  a  precautionary 
principle,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  GoTem- 
ment  to  acquaint  them  with  all  existing 
circumstances.  It  bad  been  also  said  by 
the  hon.  member,  that  the  Treaty  of  the 
25ih  of  March  being  known  on  the  7  th  of 
April,  when  the  Message  was  discussed, 
he  (lord  C.)  was  not  justified  in  saying  that 
there  was  an  alternative.  Now  on  this 
subject  he  differed  from  the  hon.  gentle- 
man, because,  as  he  had  said,  on  ibe  dis- 
cussion of  the  Prince  Regent's  Message, 
that  the  change  of  circumstances  might 
have  changed  the  determination  of  the 
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Alliei,  so  he  said  as  to  the  Treaty  of  the  ^ 
25th  of  March ;  and  he  was  with  reason 
unwilling,  hy  a  premature  disclosure  of 
a  Treaty,  of  which  the  ratifications  bad 
not  been  exchanged,  to  prevent  a  re- 
consideration of  the  policy  to  be  pursued 
towards  France  under  the  circumstances 
which  had  recently  occurred.  He  begged 
ieaTe  to  remind  the  House  of  the  chrono- 
logy of  the  transaction.  The  Declaration 
of  the  13th  of  March  had  been  drawn  op 
-at  a  time  when  it  was  only  known  at 
Vienna  that  Buonapari6  had  landed  in 
France  as  an  individual  opposing  the  esta- 
'blished  government.  It  was  not  known 
that  he  bad  been  successful ;  but  though 
it  was  directed  against  an  individual,  be 
protested  against  any  such  meaning  being 
annexed  to  it  as  that  which  had  been 
ascribed  to  it  by  the  hon.  gentleman.  An 
hon.  and  learned  gentleman  (sir  James 
Mackintosh)  bad  given  notice  of  a  specific 
motion  on  that  paper,  and  he  should  be 
ready  to  argue  it  in  detail.  It  had  not 
been  the  wish,  nor  was  it  now  the  wish,  of 
the  British  Government,  to  lead  the  Allied 
Powers  into  war  agsinst  their  opinion,  hot 
rather  to  invite  them  to  consider  all  the 
difficulties  of  the  case — to  be  deliberate  as 
"well  as  determined  ;  because  the  Govern- 
ment was  persuaded,  that  it  was  only  to 
a  common  reeling  of  interest  in  the  whole 
Continent,  that  they  could  look  for  success. 
The  course  to  be  pursued,  therefore,  was, 
if  any  thing  occurred  which  had  been,  at 
the  time  when  the  Allies  agreed  to  any 
treaty,  unknown,  that  we,  though  we 
should  go  hand  in  hand  with  them,  if  they 
continued  firmly  resolved  to  persist  in  a 
warlike  potityi  should  not  cm  off  the  re- 
treat If  they  were  appalled  by  the  difli- 
tulties  and  hesitated.  A  material  circum- 
stance  in  the  late  events  had  occurred 
since  the  Treaty  had  been  signed.  At  that 
time  the  revolt  of  Ney  was  known,  and  the 
disaffection  of  the  troops  at  Melon  was 
suspected;  but  it  was  not  known  nor  sup- 
posed that  Looil  18th  would  be  obliged  to 
quit  his  capital,  much  less  that  he  would  be 
obliged  to  quit  bis  dominions.  There  were 
peculiar  important  stages  in  the  whole 
transaction,  each  of  which  it  was  wise  to 
mak^  so  man  v  touch^stones  of  the  feeling 
of  the  Allied  Powers.  Their  opinion  had 
•been  taken,  and  so  far  from  hesitating  on 
account  of  the  extensive  success  of  Napo- 
leon, it  bad  but  added  to  their  sober  con* 
miction,  that  it  was  not  possible  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  blessings  of  tranquillity. 
Mid  that  Buooapan4  was  a  pers«B  with 
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whom  it  was  impossible  to  live  in  relmtiooa 
of  peace  and  amity. 

But  the  noble  lord  contended,  that  the 
principle  was  not  new  in  this  country,  as 
the  hon.  member  appeared  to  argue,  thai 
the  British  Government  should  decline  to 
treat  with  persons  or  powers  deemed  in* 
capable  of  preserving  the  relations  of  peaco 
and  amiiy.  For  it  would  be  recolfected 
that  when  Mr.  Sheridan  submitted  a  hh^ 
tion  to  that  House,  that  a  particular  go^ 
vernment  of  France  was  capable  of  main* 
taining  the  relations  of  peace  and  amity, 
the  motion  was  decidedly  negatived|  and 
the  ministers  of  the  country  declined  to 
treat  with  the  government  alluded  to.  Bui 
what  was  the  character  of  that  govern- 
ment compared  to  that  of  the  present  Ruler 
of  France,  who  had  violated  trerj  treaty 
he  had  concluded,  and  who  in  his  retora 
to  France  had  manifested  an  utter  conh 
tempt  for  the  most  sacred  obligation. 
Never,  indeed,  was  good  h\ih  and  probity 
set  so  completely  at  defiance.  Never  did 
any  individual  in  the  records  of  history  so 
ostentatiously  glory  in  the  breach  of  all 
those  bonds  which  are  held  sacred  In  moral 
and  social  life.  But  still  the  hon.  member 
would  maintaini  that  notwithstanding  tho 
crimes  which  marked  bis  career,  bis  cha* 
racter  was  not  such  u  should  preclude  us 
from  relying  upon  the  engagements  of  this 
man— that  bis  personal  character  wa^  truly 
no  objection  to  our  treating  with  him. 
The  only  rational  question,  however,  wa8» 
whether  we  should  place  any  reliance 
upon  this  man,  and  by  that  reliance  afiord 
that  time  which  he  required  in  order  to 
recover  and  organize  his  means }  Whether 
we  should  delay  until  he  was  'enabled  to 
act  with  more  efiect  in  prosecution  of 
those  schemes,  against  which  it  was  the 
peculiar  interest  of  this  country  and  its 
allies  to  guard  ? 

But  it  seemed  that  the  hon.  member's 
disposition  to  rely  upon  Boonapari6  was 
strengthened  by  the  Constitution  whicli 
he  had  recently  promulgated,  as  if  that 
constitution  were  likely  to  subject  the 
temper  and  character  of  that  person  to  any 
degree  of  control.  If,  however,  coosti- 
tutiona  were  to  afibrd  any  pledge  for  the 
good  faith  of  this  person,  how  many  such 
pledges  had  he  oflered  !^-all  of  which,  by* 
ihe-bye,  he  had  Ttolated  and  set  asidejosi 
as  it  suited  bis  purpose.  Then,  how  ^uld 
the  boo.  member  imagine  that  the  last 
constitution  would  be  obnerved  more  than 
any  of  those  previously  framed  under  the 
auspices  of  this  man  ?  9at.  if  it  even  were 
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respected  by  Baonapari^  ibaa  aay  of  the 
j»receding  'eiie«i«  or  ihet  the  perty  wiih 
which  be  was  at  pre«eot  coooected  had 
mere  coalrol    OTec  hioi  tbao   any  with 
wboei  he  bad  heretofore  co-operate^  how 
Qould  it  be  imagined  that  this  cooatitotion 
or  party  woeM  be  allowed  for  a  moment 
to  stand  in  bis  way*  or  dispose  him  to  a 
paeific  and  honest  policy,  where  be  had 
the  means  of  gratifying  his  own  views, 
Mid  especially  when  seconded  by  the  de- 
lire  or  an  army  notorioosly  penting  for 
wnr  and  plnoder?   Did  the  hon.  mover, 
did  any  rational  being  suppose,  that  Buo- 
aaparti  woeld  find  any  difficnky  in  setting 
n^e  FoQcbe  or  Carnol,  or  even  Lncien 
Boonaparti,  as  he   bad  heretofore  done 
other  men,  whenever  their  eounsels  op- 
posed his  views  ?    If  any  one  thought  so, 
let  him  look  to  the  conduct  of  this  person 
towards  M.  Laisn^,  when  he  addressed 
him  as  the  president  of  an  assembly,  qaite 
•a  respectable  as  any  likely  to  be  formed 
mder  thencwconslitotion;  and  what  said 
Boonapart^   in   reply  to    that  address? 
Why,  he  desired  M.  Laisn6  and  his  col- 
leagues to  go  about  their  business,  telling 
ihem  that  they  were  presumptuous,  in 
directing   him    how  to  conduct   public 
affairs*— that  he,  truly,  was  bom  to  govern, 
and  that  he  knew  the  duties  of  his  siioa- 
lion.    But,  according  to  the  bon.  mover's 
Biodoa«  Ibis  person's  obaracter  had  under- 
gone a  nMtterial  change  from  bis  residence 
at  Elba;  and  in  support  of  this  idea  of  a 
change,  the  order  for  abolishing  the  Slave- 
trade   was  much  dwelt  upon.    He  (lord 
C),  however*  could  state  from  his  own 
ezperieooe,  that  in  the  last  year  this  per- 
son was  most  teaacions  upon  that  subject ; 
insisting  that  the  abolition  of  the  Slave- 
Inide  would  be  utterly  inconsistent  with 
the  honour  and  interest  of  France.    Upon 
that  ground,   indeed,   Buonaparte    most 
strongly  resisted  this  abolition.    But  the 
policy  which  dictated  his  nscent  conduct 
was  easily  intelligible.    His  object  was  to 
iconciliaie,  with  a  view  to  impose  upon 
those  whom  he  knew  to  be  friendly  to  that 
abolition.    But  was  it  possible  that  any 
one  oeold  be  imposed  upon  by  such  a  man, 
or  indnl^  a  speculation  that  he  would 
long  oontwue  to  act  in  the  spirit  of  justice 
or  peace,  or  attend  to  any  constitution 
that  limited  his  military  aethority,  and 
thus  decline  to  consult  the  wishes  or  con* 
niliate  the  fovour  of  that  army^  open  whose 
aopport  he  mainly-  dependcid  for  the  sus- 
tainance  of  his  power?  No;  the  idea  was 
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preposterous,  for  Buonaparte  must  atteud 
to  the  will  of  the  army,  which  repined  at 
inactivity ;  and  particularly  to  the  will  of 
those  numerous  officers,  who,  being  placed 
on  half-pay,  loudly  murmured  at  that 
peace  which  excluded  them  from  the  op- 
portooiiies  of  promotion  which  a  state  of 
war  was  calculated  to  afford.  To  those 
men,  Buonaparte  mu6t  and  would  attend* 
and  the  more  so  because  their  wishes  were 
most  congenial  to  his  own  character.  The 
notoriety  of  that  character  was,  indeed* 
the  principal  cause  which  served  to  render 
Buonaparte  popular  with  the  French  army* 
and  to  indispose  that  army  towards  th^ 
Bourbons,  in  consequence  of  their  knowa 
aversion  to  war  and  pillage,  and  their  at- 
tachment to  peace  and  justice*  Thus  the 
character  which  was  calculated  to  attach 
all  other  classes  of  the  community  to  the 
Bourbons,  inclined  the  ermy  towards  him 
who  promised  to  restore  to  them  the  pro- 
tits  arising  out  of  universal  calamity. 

But  the  honourable  mover  asked*  why 
we  should  decline  to  treat  with  Buonaparte 
now*  as  we  had  treated  with  him  be* 
fo^e  ?  Was  there,  however,  to  be  no  end 
to  this  policy  ?  Was  there  no  deffree 
of  goilt  which  should  restrain  oa  from 
treating  with  or  placing  any  confidence 
in  such  a  man }  Were  there  no  existiiig 
circumstances  which  shonkl  rather  dispoae 
us  at  once  to  enter  into  open  hostility  with 
this  men  than  to  negociate  any  treaty  with 
him,  upon  the  observance  of  which  it 
would  be  quite  impossible  to  rely  ?  It  wai 
one  of  the  fortunate  circumstances  of  the 
present  occasion,  that  Buooaparte  bad 
been  forced  to  make  an  effiox  to  recoTer 
the  throne  t»f  France  at  a  time  when,  in- 
stead  of  meeting  the  Allied  Powers  redace^ 
to  a  peace  establishment,  be  found  thei^ 
in  full  strength.  The  French  nation,  too* 
he  most  observe*  was  bound  to  the  Treaty 
which  Buonaparte  had  violated ;  and  so  the 
Allies  justly  felt.  For  that  nation  was  e 
party  to  this  treaty,  and  never  bad  any 
nation  obtained  such  terms ;  never  had  a 
nation  been  so  mildly  treated,  especially 
after  the  crimes  it  had  committed,  after 
the  evils  it  had  inflicted  upon  the  world. 
The  Powers,  in  fact,  who  had  taken  pos- 
session  of  the  capital  of  France  as  con* 
querors*  had  acted  towards  ihe  French 
people  es  friends.  These  Powers  were» 
therefore,  justified  in  calling  upon  the 
Freneh  people  to  fulfil  their  contract  by 
expelling  Buonaparte  and  bis  dynasty  from 
the  throne  of  France.  Nay,  he  would  say 
further,  that  jf  the  f  reach  aelioii  wqul) 
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conteot  to  become  n  f>Arly  ta  tbe  f^robs 

fraud  practiied  by  Baonaparte  id  violaiHig 
this  contract*  that  natioo  must  be  prepaid 
for  the  GOOfleqoenceiof  fuch  coAdiict;  afld 
Eorope  would  have  to  cootend^  not  merely 
.with  Buooapart^  bat  with  Fi>aiice«  for  ihie 
security  of  its  freedom  and  independence. 
{Hear!  Hear!]  France*  then*  most  ex- 
|»ect  the  visitation  of  war  with  all  its  cala- 
-mittes*  if  it  rejected  the  means  of  pceser- 
Ting  its  own  tranquillity  and  that  of  the 
world*  by  declining  to  discbarge  its  duties ; 
and  that  country  must  not  be  allowed  lo 
choose  its  field  of  action.  No ;  instead  of 
Aifferifig  the  French  to  carry  on  war  in 
Austria  and  Prussia*  as  heiytofore*  if  they 
Would  not  ally  themselves  with  those 
troops  which  sought  the  .deliverance  of 
Europe  and  of  France  also*  they  most 
expect  to  escperience  in  France  itself  the 
fruits  of  their  own  duplicity  and  imbe> 
cility.  [Hear!  Hear!  on  the  Opposition 
benches].  If  the  French  would  gratify 
4bo»e  who  benefit  by  war— if  Europe 
•hould  find  that  people  so  fcmd  of  war*  they 
ahould  hate  it*  and  on  their  own  soil*- 
they  should  enjoy  the  object  of  their  pre- 
ference* but  they  must  be  made  to  feel 
the consequjances.  [Hear!  Hear!]  Eu- 
rope had  listened  tpo  long  to  such  counsels 
as  those  of  the  hon.  mover*  which  had  too 
often  paralyzed  its  efforts  at  various  stages* 
but  especially  at  the  early  part  of  the 
Kevolulioo,  when  diiferent  Powers  had 
.been  persuaded  to  believe  that  by  quietly 
standing  out  of  the  way  of  ^  the  evij*  they 
night  enjoy  separate  peace  and  individual 
aecurity.  But  the  infatuated  policy  of  the 
boo*  mover,  and  of  others  who  dictated 
•uch  counsels*  had  happily  ceased  to  have 
any  influence;  and  Europe  combined*  upon 
n  aystem  of  truly  statesman- like  policy* 
sought  its  common  safety.  Thus*  whatever 
faults  might  have  belonged  to  former  po- 
licy* none  could  f^virly  be  attributed  to 
the  policy  which  produced  the  Treaty  of  I 
Paris,  and  which  had  since  governed  thcul 
conduct^of  the  Allies,  as  he  was  prepared 
to  maintain,  notwiihstamling  the  spirit  of 
defamation  in  which  the  hon.  mover  had 
indulged  with  respect  to  the  proceedings 
of  Congress.  But  that  boo.  member,  who 
had  always  manifested  a  disposition  to 
lower. the  character  of  his  own  country, 
Bhd  who  usually  attacked  with  most  bit- 
terness those  among  our  Allies  who  were 
most  intimately  connected  .with  it*  had,  as 
be  (lord  C.)  Rhould  on  a  proper  occasion 
fnliy  prove,  rested  his  statements  upon  the 
lapit  imperfect  iofoxoDtatioD/  and  promut* 
(VOL.XXX,) 


gated.  Ike  mott.gvoondless  abuse.   [Hear  1 
hear!]    . 

As  to  the  Declanation  of  Frankfort*  and 
the  negociationsi^hich  followed,  the  Alliea 
were  obviously  |(overned   in  these  pro* 
eeedings  by  the  wisest  policy ;  for  it  was 
desirable  to  show  to  France,  as  well  as  to 
the  world*  that  if  peace  were  refu^*  and 
war  persisted  in*  the  evil  was  not  aUribu* 
tahle  to  the  Allies.  This*  indeed,  :Was  ren« 
dered  evident    As  to  the  statement  of  the 
hon.  mover*  tbat  a  proposition  was  made 
by  the  Allies  at  Chatillon  to  grant  much 
better  terms  to  Buonaparte  than  were  after- 
wards  granted  to  the  Bourbons  at  Paris* 
be  could  not  conceive  where  the  hon. 
member  had  obtained  his  information;  but 
he  could  assure  the  Hoase  tbat  no  such 
proposition  was  ever  made.    Boonapart6» 
however*  had  made  a  proposition  on  the 
occasion  alluded  to*  which  proposition  was 
withdrawn  within  three  days  afterwards^ 
when  he  had  obtained  a  victory  that  ap* 
.peered  to  promise  some  improvement  in 
his  fortune.    So  much  as  to  the  informa- 
tion of  the  hon.  mover*  and  the  faith  of 
the  man  with  whom  he  would  recommend 
this  country  to  treat !    For  his  part  he 
(lord  C.)  always  preferred  a  treaty  with 
the   Bourbons  to   one  with  Buonapari^, 
because*  among  other  considerations*  the 
latter  could  not  be  consistently  suffered  to 
join  in  any  consideration  of  the  general 
arrangement  of  the  affairs  of  Eurt)pe,  to 
which  the  former  was  perfectly  admissible* 
It  was  impossible,  indeed,  to  admit  a  man 
to  share  in  the  councils  of  those  who^ 
object  was  to  settle  those  territories  which 
it  had  been  the  effort  of  his  11^  to  un- 
settle.   But  although  we  had  treated  with 
this  man  previous  to  the  Treaty  of  Paris, 
it  did  not  follow  that  we  should  treat  with 
him  now.    For  a  feature  in  his  character 
had  since  transpired  which  proved  that  he 
was  totally  unworthy  of -confidence,   pre* 
senttng  as  it  did  an  instance  of  treachery 
and  bad  faith  certainly  not  to  be  paralleled 
hi.  the  annals  of  civilized  nations.    This 
man  when  he  made  his  movement  upon 
Bar-sor-Aube  on  the  rear  of  the  Allies. 
the  success  of  which-  was  problematical, 
sent  instructions  to  his  minister  at  -Cha- 
tillon*   which    instructions    happened   to 
-come  into  his  (lord  C.'s)  possession,  dW 
rectiflg  him  to  accede  to  the  terms  prcl* 
posed  by  the  Allies,  hot  to  contrive*  by 
keeping  certain  poisUs  suspended  and  de- 
layed* to  alford  iiini  (Buonspart6)  an  op« 
portonity*   if  circumstances  should  ena« 
ble  him,  to  prevent  the  fulfilment  af  tlSs 
(SRJ 
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.'Treaty.    These  iostrfictioni,  which  were 
signed  by  the  duke  of  Bassano^  Caolain' 
.court  was  directed  to  barn  and  destroy. 
Such  a  proceeding  was,  he  believed,  wholly 
-withoQt  precedent  in  the  history  of  diplo- 
macy.   Some  instances  were  to  be  found 
of  a  breach  of  treaty  upon  rarioos  con- 
siderations,   perhaps  satisfactory   lo   the 
mind  of  those  with  whom  the  breach  ori- 
.ginated,  although  quite  unsatisfactory  to 
others ;  but  to  direct  that  a  treaty  should 
be  concluded  with  a  premeditated  design 
to  break  it,  was,  he  apprehended,  never 
before  heard  of.     The  House,  however, 
would  be  still  better  enabled  to  judge  of 
the  character  of  Buonaparte,  when  in- 
formed of  the  points  which  he  expressed 
bis  anxiety  to  retain,  in  this  meditated 
violation  of  Treaty.    This  roan  wished  to 
retain,  as  these  instructions  declared,  what 
.he,  forsooth,  called  the  three  great  keys 
of  France ;  and  what  were  these  keys  ?— 
Why,  Antwerp,  which  was  not  the  key  of 
France,  but  of  Great  Britain ;  Mayence, 
which  was  the  key  of  Germany;    and 
Alexandria,  which  was  the  key  of  Italy. 
Could  any  rational  man  doubt  the  views 
of  Buonaparte  after  this  communication  ? 
He  was  anxious  to  retain  possession  of 
these   points,  which    might  enable  himi 
when  circumstances  favoured  his  design, 
again  to  deluge  the  world,  by  facilitating 
bif  attacks  upon  those  nations  whom  he 
most  dreaded   and  detested.     Could  the 
bon.  mover,  after  this  disclosure,  again 
disgust  the  House  with  the  repetition  of 
bis  opinion,  that  it  would  be  safe  to  treat 
with    Buonaparte— that   any  confidence 
could  be  reposed  in  the  faith  of  such  a 
man— or  that  the  peace  of  the  world  could 
.be  secure  while  power  remained  in  the 
•bands  of  a  man  so  thoroughly  indifferent 
to  every  consideration  of  moral  principle 
•or  political  rectitude  ?   To  put  an  end  to 
.the  power  of  that  man,  was  the  declared 
object  of  the  war;  and  it  was  no  doubt 
•desirable  for  the  happiness  of  (he  world, 
and  especially  of  France^  to  restore  the 
Bourbons ;  but  that  restoration  was  not  to 
,be  understood  as  the  tine  qud  non  of  peace. 
.While,  however,  the  Allies  persevered  in 
.their  endeavours  to  attain  the  real  object 
.of  the  war,  namely,  to  take  power  out  of 
•the  hands  of  Buonaparte,  he  could  enter- 
.tain  no  doubt  that  the  British  nation  would 
•teadily  adhere  to  theml  For  such  a  system 
•of  spoliation  as  that  man  was  notoriously 
.anxious  to  pursue,  it  was  the  common 
inierett  of  mankind  to  resist.     He,  there- 
•fore^  deprecated  ibo  adoption  of  an  Ad* 
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dfftaa,  wliieh  was  calcalated  to  damp  th« 
spirit  of  this  Country  and  its  Allies,  and 
to  give  satiafaction  only  to  the  worst  men 
in  France.  As  to  the  expression  of  tin 
anxiety  for  peace,*  he  could  not  conceive 
the  House  disposed  to  think  such  an  'ex- 
pression necessary;  for  he  could  assort 
the  House  that  no  set  o^  men  in  the  coon- 
try  could  be  more  anxious  for  peace  thaii 
his  Majesty's  ministers,  if  peiK;e  could  be 
preserved  with  honour.  But,  he  trusted 
that  Parliament  and  the  country  would  bb 
ready  to  co-operate  with  the  Government 
in  pursuing  those  measures,  which  were 
necessary  to  the  attainment  of  honourable 
and  solid  peace— of  that  peace  wbick 
should  seeore  ourselves  and  Europe  from 
disturbance  and  desolation.  With  a  view 
to  those  measures,  he  should,  at  no  distant 
day,  propose  an  arrangement  to  the  House, 
which  it  might  rest  assored  should  in  no 
degree  pledge  the  country  to  afibrd  more 
aid  of  a  pecuniary  nature  to  the  Alliea 
than  would  be  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  move  to  the  contest  with  energy,  bat 
that  the  great  burthen  of  the  expense 
should  be  borne  by  themselves.  The* 
noble  lord  concluded  with  expressing  bis 
confident  hope  of  a  glorious  result,  and 
that  the  exertions  of  the  confederacy, 
actuated,  as  all  its  members  were,  by  ik 
strong  sense  of  the  necessity  of  the  case, 
would  succeed  in  producing  the  complete 
establishment  of  solid  peace,  and  the 
security  of  general  freedom  and  indepen* 
dence.  ^ 

Lord  AUharpe  argued  in  support  of  the 
motion.  He  doubted  much  whether  it  was 
practicable  to  destroy  the  power  of  Bao* 
napari6 ;  for  he  thought  Buonaparte  might 
very  easily  convince  the  French  people, 
that  the  treaty  which  had  been  entered 
into  against  him,  had  for  its  object  not 
only  to  force  him  from  the  throne,  but  to 
restore  the  Bourbons.  The  mere  ascen- 
dancy of  Buonaparte  was  not,  in  his  opi- 
nion, so  great  a  mischief  as  the  military 
system  in  France,  which  seemed  to  be  so 
much  dreaded ;  and  what,  he  would  ask, 
was  so  likely  to  encourage  and  strengthen 
that  military  system,  as  keeping  France 
in  a  state  of  war  i 

Mr.  Poeioii^  said,  that  he  was  one  of 
those  who  had  voted  for  the  Address,  and 
he  therefore  had  great  reason  to  complain 
of  the  conduct  of  the  noble  lord  that  nightk 
The  noble  lord  had  acknowledged  that  be 
was  in  possession  of  the  Treaty  now  in 
substance  communicated  to  the  Hoese» 
two  days  before  that  Address  was  moved  | 
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•nd  yet/  at  the  tkne  the  noble  lord  told 
him  and  others^  thtt  the  qaeslton  of  peace 
and  war  was  still  open.  The  ahernaiiire 
of  peace  or  war  still  open,  after  signing 
that  Treaty !  He  had  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  ibe  noble  lord's  conduct  was  not 
a  lair  parliamentary  proceeding*  And  he 
bad  ihe  more  reason  to  complain,  because* 
on  that  night  he  explicitly  stated  that  he 
Bever  woold  sopport  a  war  for  the  single 
purpose  of  displacing  Buonaparte,  or  re* 
placing  the  Bourbons.  What  the  noble 
ford's  motive  could  be  for  so  concealing 
and  perverting  the  fact,  unless  to  obtain  a 
large  majority  on  the  division,  he  coald 
Bot  comprehend.  On  the  present  occa- 
•ion,  however,  the  noble  lord  had  con* 
cealed  nothing;  he  was  now  open  and 
direct ;  and  it  appeared  that  a  war  most 
be  carried  on  for  the  purpose  of  destroying 
Boonapari4,  without  any  effort  being  made 
to  preserve  the  relations  of  peace,  or  any 
endeavour,  in  cnnjunction  with  our  Allies, 
to  place  Europe  in  a  state  of  safety.  It 
was  surely  one  of  the  most  rash  enterprises 
that  could  be  undertaken,  and  most  un- 
wisely conducted.  The  most  effectual 
instrument  by  which  they  could  have 
accomplished  their  purpose,  woold  have 
been  to  have  tried  to  make  peace,  which 
attempt,  if  unsuccessful,  would  have  justi- 
fied a  war  in  the  eyes,  not  only  of  the  rest 
of  the  world,  but  of  France  herself.  As 
to  the  character  of  Boonapart6,  he  had  as 
little  confidence  in  it  as  the  noble  lord ; 
but  still  there  might  be  circumstances 
which  would  render  it  prudent  and  safer 
to  repose  a  confidence  in  him,  to  which 
his  personal  character  would  not  entitle 
bim ;  and  he  thought  him  precisely  in 
those  circumstances  at  present.  Had  be 
not  given  a  proof  of  the  necessity  in  which 
be  was  placed  by  existing  circumstances? 
If  the  noble  lorcl  were  correct  in  this  case, 
there  most  be  a  very  strong  part  of  the 
population  of  France  in. favour  of  peace, 
and  the  noble  lord  himself  had  thought, 
that  a  very  great  portion  of  the  nation  was 
io  disposed.  If  this  were  really  the  case, 
why  not  try  the  experiment  ?  It  had  been 
argued  that  the  character  of  Buonaparte 
was  not  changed,  and  that  be  was  not 
inclined  to  bend  to  circumstances.  Was 
the  release  of  the  dukeof  Angonleme  from 
bis  captivity  no  proof  of  his  bending  to 
circnmstances  }  [No !  No  1  from  the  Mi- 
oisterial  side].^No  ?  (said  Mr.  P.)  Did 
be  ever  act  so  on  any  former  occasion? 
In  no  former  instance  was  he  known  to 
piQCted  ia  this  manner.    Sorely  he  did 


not  so  demean  himself  towards  the  duke 
iy£nghien,  or  to  any  other  person,  who 
had  opposed  his  interest,  and  whom  ho 
had  got  within  his  power.  This,  be  con- 
ceived,  was  a  proof  that  they  ought  to 
consider  Buonaparte  as  a  man  whose  con- 
duct,  like  that  df  other  men,  was  altered 
by  circumstances.  But,  was  Boonapartft 
the  only  man  in  the  world  on  whom  the 
lessons  of  experience  were  lost  ?  How  did 
he  formerly  lose  that  power  which  he  had 
now  regained  ?  He  lost  it  by  the  immea* 
sorable  extravagance,  by  the  blind  insanity 
of  his  ambition.  Because,  if  it  were  not 
that  the  intoxication  of  success— the  vanity 
of  having  arrived  at  a  height  of  power, 
which,  in  his  early  years,  be  never  could 
have  hoped  to  obtain — led  him  to  make 
the  Russiam  campaign—to  advance  to  the 
walls  of  Moscow— no  reasonable  hope  of 
his  overthrow  could  have  been  entertained. 
Then,  if  he  lost  every  thing  by  indulging 
in  a  wild  and  lawless  ambition,  were  they 
not  now  to  suppose,  since  he  had  again 
ascended  the  throne,  that  he  would  endea* 
vour  to  preserve  his  authority,  hy  pur- 
suing a  contrary  course  ?  There  could  be 
no  good  reason  for  thinking,  that  he  was 
not  so  fond  of  power,  as  not  to  be  anxious 
to  exert  those  means  which  seemed  best 
calculated  for  securing  it* 

But  there  was  another  circumstance,  to 
which  he  must,  of  necessity,  bend— to 
which  he  was  compelled  to  bend — that 
was  the  power  of  nature  herself.  Buona- 
parte was  not  now  at  a  period  of  life,  when 
time  enough  remained  to  him  to  realise 
those  wild  and  mad  schemes  of  conquest 
with  which  he  set  out.  He  was  now  forty- 
five  or  forty-six  years  of  age— ^  period 
of  life  which— though  one  in  itself  that 
had  not  perbaps'much  impaired  his  actual 
powers  at  this  moment— must  inevitably, 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years,  render  it  im- 
possible for  him  to  make  those  exert iona 
which  he  had  heretofore  done.  Therefore, 
if  he  were  not  now  more  insane  than  he 
was  ever  before  supposed  to  be,  he  must 
limit  his  ambition,  and  bis  views  of  ex- 
tended power,  to  that  boundary  which 
nature  herself  imposed.  Mr.  Ponsonby 
said,  he  woold  not  rely  on  the  good  faith, 
or  moderation,  or.  magnanimity  of  Boo^ 
naparte;  and  the  noble  lord  could  not 
accuse  him  with  ever  having  spoken  in 
favoor  of  that  state  of  things  which  it  waa 
the  obiect  of  Buonapartris  ambition  to 
produce.  But  suppose  none  of  the  cir- 
cnmstanoca  which  affected  ordinary  men 
bod  any  weight  with  him— tappose  be 
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waa  determined  to  follow  the  line  of  eon* 
duel  which  the  noble  lord  had  described** 
then  it  appeared  to^  him  (Mr.  Ponsonby) 
that  the  moat  efiectual  means  to  enable 
him  to  carry  his  projects  into  effect,  would 
be  afforded  by  adopting  the  course  pur- 
sued by  the  noble  lord.  Did  the  noble 
lord  mean  to  say,  that  Buonaparte  had  no 
•Bpport  but  that  of  the  military  }  Was  not 
a  great  portion  of  the  people  of  France 
devoted  to  him  i  The  noble  lord  obseryed, 
that  be  was  kept  in  check  by  a  large 
party  In  France,  who  were  desirous  of 
peace,  and* who  wished  to  see  a  better 
state  of  things  established  in  that  country. 
He  asserted  (and  it  was  the  most  extraor- 
dinary assertion  ever  made),  that  Napoleon 
mt  present  complied  with  the  views  of  that 
party,  in  order  to  extract  from  France  such 
an  army  as  was  necessary  to  carry  on  his 
projects.  The  noble  lord  said  this,  after 
telling  the  House,  that  all  Baonapart6'8 
hopes  depended  on  the  present  military 
force.  After  that  declaration,  he  informed 
them,  that  Buonaparte  was  obliged  to 
throw  himself  into  the  arms  of  those  lovers 
of  peace  and  constitutional  liberty,  in 
order  that  they  might  enable  him  to  get  a 
aufficient  army  about  him  !  Let  the  noble 
lord,  if  he  could|  reconcile  this  contra^ 
diction. 

The  noble  lord  next  stated,  that  our 
Allies  considered  their  safety  to  consist 
rather  in  a  state  of  war  with  France,  under 
existing  circumstances,  than  of  peace. 
Mr.  Ponsonby  said  he  was  one  of  those 
who  conceived  that  this  country  ought  to 
bind  up  its  interests,  as  much  as  possible, 
with  those  of  the  great  Continental  Powers ; 
and  this  feeling  would  induce  him  to  go 
very  far  with  them,  if  the  course  they 
were  now  about  to  adopt  was  not  one 
which,  in  bis  soul  and  conscience,  he 
thought  most  likely  to  defeat  the  object 
which  they  had  now  in  view,  namely,  that 
jof  giving  permanent  tranquillity  to  Eu- 
rope. The  noble  lord  said, "  If  the  French 
people  support  Buooapart^,  the  war  most 
be  waged  against  them — hostilities  must 
be  carried  into  France."  But  perhaps  the 
war  would  not  be  carried  into  France. 
Was  it  fco  very  clear  that  the  Allied  army 
could  penetrate  into  France?  He  con* 
ceived  that  their  progress  in  that  quarter 
was  extremely  doubtlbl.  But  suppose  the 
cxpei  iment  was  made,  and  that  it  failed— 
what  would  then  be  the  situation  of  Eu- 
rope? He  had  heard  persons  in  private 
conversation,  observe,  that  peace  CM  Id  be 
«iadeaft<Brihsexpsrioiaiitvd«tri0«k   Bat 
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let  no  tnan  flatler  himselC  with  such  a  hap« 
»-4et  no  man  think,  that  a  short  expsri^ 
ment  conid  be  made  on  this  subject.  If 
the  effort  failed,  le^  no  man  suppose  thaS 
Europe  would  ratura  to  tbe  same  state  in 
which  it  was  before  the  exertion  was  madaw 
Then,  indeed,  the  power  of  France  woold 
be  most  formidablcp^then,  indeed,  nun 
rounding  nations  woold  bavte  jtisi  caose  lo 
dread  it  1  For,  if  the  Allied  Powers 
avowedly  made  war  against  the  Frenoh^ 
to  compel  them  to  abandon  the  existing 
government,  what  would  prevent  tbem,  in 
the  event  of  a  failure,  from  retaliating  ^ 
What  would  prevent  them  from  visiting* 
on  other  nations,  as  far  aa  tbeir  means 
woold  permit,  the  same  system  that  had 
been  acted  on  towards  tbem  ?  The  pic* 
tore  of  Europe,  under  such  cireomstances 
as  these,  would  be  the  most  melancholy 
that  could  possibly  be  issagined. 

The  noble  lord  had  stated  one  thing,  for 
the  purpose  ^*  consoling  tbeni,  which 
he  could  not  pass  over,  m  silence*  Ho 
bad  stated,  that  the  assistance  which  this 
country  would  be  called  on-  to  give  to 
the  Allied  Powers  was  of  snob  a  nature  as 
would  prove »  that  no  attempt  had  been 
made  tocoad  the  ok  into  the  cooteai—  which 
they  had  agreed  to  unilertake,  with  tbeir 
own  free  will  as  the  best  way  of  securing 
their  interests.  He  was  very  glad  lo  h^ar 
this^-but  let  the  House  mark  the  possible 
consequence.  Those  Powers  were  to 
make  their  utmost  efforts.  Now,  undoubt* 
ediy,  to  a  certain  degree,  they  were  sus* 
tained  and  put  in  motion  by  the  application 
of  the  resources  of  this  country  ;  and,  if 
their  efforts  failed  in  the  first  instance,  haw 
would  those  Powers  be  able  to  continue 
the  contest  afterwards  ?  They  would,  in 
that  event,  be  utterly  incompetent  to 
maintain  their  armies  on  foot,  without 
great  financial  exertions  on  the  part  of 
this  country.  The  noble  lord  stated »  that 
this  was  not  an  effort  to  replace  the  House 
of  Bourbon  on  the  throne  of  France.  No 
man  regretted  more  than  he  did  thr  change 
that  had  taken  place  in  the  situation  of  that 
family— no  man  would  be  more  hapi^y  to 
see  them  at  the  head  of  the  French  gnrem- 
ment.  He  said  this,  not  from  any  rootiTO 
of  personal  affection,  for  he  was  not  ac«* 
q oat n ted  with  any  of  them— but  because 
be  thought  all  Europe  had  an  inter«et  in 
their  establishment.  This  Treaty  di4| 
however,  contrary  to  the  statement  of  the 
noble  lord,  bind  the  conti acting  panirsi 
in  eff^tt  to  place  the  Hoodie  ot  Bourbon 
on  tbo  tUrooe  of  Franca.    To  desuroy  tM 
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power  of  BooiMpMtey  attd  to  reitero  the 
Boorbonsy  was  declmred  to  be  a  moit  de- 
firable  aod  eligible  objec^>«H>iia  to  which 
all  the  efforts  of  the  AlHea  werA  to  be 
directed—altboogbt  it  was  said,  that  it 
would  not  be  owde  the  me  qua  nam  oF 
peace  with  France*    No^-^ut  the  French 
nation  would  come  to  this  conclusion—* 
**  If  we  are  obliged  to  abandon  the  power 
of  Buonapart4|  we  shall  be 'compelled  to 
accept  the  House  of  Bourbon  in  his  place." 
Whatever  the  noble  lord  might  say  on 
this  point,-  there  was  not  a  man  in  France 
who  would  not  consider  the  placing  of  the 
Bourbons  on  the  French  throne,  as  the 
inevitable  consequence  of  banishing  Buo- 
napart6  from  it.    Now,  was  it  prudent  to 
undertake  a  war  in  Europe,  for  that  which 
the  people  of  France  must  consider   a 
double  cause— to  place  the  government 
under  the  Bourbons,    and    to   withdraw 
it   from   Buonaparte  ?      He  was   by   no 
means  a  friend  to  the  character  of  Na* 
poleoo.      His   talents  and    his    abilities, 
every  man  mua  admit,  were  of  a  very  es- 
traordtnary,  of  a  very  formidable  descrip* 
Uon.— i^ertainly  he  never  had  displayed 
those  moral  cjualiiies,  without  which  no 
man  could  be  considered  truly  great,  or 
could  conciliate  the  esteem  of  mankind* 
But  was  Buonaparte  the  only  individual 
who  h«d  ever  violated  the  faith  of  treaties } 
Was  he  the  only  person  who  had  ever 
broken  public  promises?     By  the  stipula- 
tions of  the  Treaty  now  before  the  House, 
this  country  was  bound  to  maintain  all 
that  the  Congress  had  done,  and  all  that 
they  might  hereafter  do,  with  respect  to 
Europe.     This  was  the  contract,  this  was 
the  expresn  stipulation  of  the  Treaty.   We 
must  maintain  the  cession  of  Genoa^-we 
must  maintain  the   alterations  made  in 
Germany— we  must  maintain    the    new 
(H vision   of    Italy.     [Hear,  hear! J    We 
most  be  ready  "to  support  many    other 
novel  arrangements,  of  which,  as  yet,  we 
knew  nothing.    Did  the  noble  lord  k>«lieve 
that  there  wero  no  persons  in  those  coun- 
tries, thus  partitioned,  who  had  as  great 
reason  to  complain  of  breach  of  faith,  as 
those  individuals  who  were  wronged  by 
Boonapart6?     But,  in  point  of  fact,  the 
Treaty  entered  into  with  him  was  broken 
by  the  Allies.     No  man  could  deny  it* 
In  the  discussion  on  the  Treaty  of  Fon- 
lainhleau,  it  was  stated  by  many,  it  was 
admitied  by  all,  it  waf  denied  by  none, 
Ihat  several  of  its  stipulations  were  not 
fulfilled.     It  was  observed,  as  a  matter  of 

praise  to  the  British  OitTtrnment— mil  he 


joined  in  considering  it  a  praise -wortbyr 
act^M.that  the  English    minister  remon* 
strated  with  the  Government  of  France  on 
one  breach  of  the  stipulations.    Therefore, ' 
let  the  character  of  Buonaparte  he  ever  s» 
perfidious,  tie  could  not  consider  that  alegi* 
timate  reason  for  making  war  against  him* 
The  noble  lord  observed,  that  the  Frencli 
people  were  a  party  to  the  contract  en- 
tared  into  by  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  and,  if 
they  did  not  perform  whtft  they  had  stipu- 
latM,  they  deserved  to  be  punished.    If 
they  loved  war,  they  should  have  it— hue 
not  as  they  pleased  and  when  they  pleased^ 
They  should  not  carry  hostilities  into  the 
neighbouring  countries,  but  war  should  be 
brought  to  their  own  doors.    This,  how* 
ever,  would  depend  on  the  success  of  the 
war.    But  let  the  House  look  to  the  situa- 
tion in  which  they  were  about  to  place  the 
country.      They   were    undertaking    te 
dictate  to  the  French  people  what  conduct 
I  hey  should    pursue— what    government 
they  should  obey.    This  was  clearly  whet 
was  meant.    For  they  could   not  avoid 
seeing,  that  the  Declaration,  which  said 
they  would  not  interfere  with  the  internal 
concerns  of  France  (and  he  did  not  mean 
to  speak  it  offensively)  was  mere  nonsense* 
How  could  it  be  contended,  that  no  inters 
ference  was  meant,  when  war  was  declared 
against    that  person   whom   the   French 
people  desired  to  be  their  ruler?     This 
was  a  most  untenable  principle  on  which 
to  found  hosti lilies.     It  was  on<*,  in  resist- 
ance to  which,  if  it  were  exercised  against 
this  country,  every  man  who  heard  him 
would  sacrifice  his  fortune  and  his  life. 
But  it  would  he  said,  England  is  a  virtuoua 
nation,  and  sacredly  regards  every  promise 
—but  France  is  a  vicious  nation,  and  doea 
not  keep  faith  with  any  power.    He  knew 
of  no  instance  in  the  history  of  mankind, 
where  a  war  was  carried  on  to  make  a  nation 
more  moral  and  less  vicious  than  it  was 
— ^and,  he  was  sure,  if  a   contest  were 
undertaken  for  that  purpose,  it  would  be 
unsuccessful.    He  was  not  competent  te 
say,  what  the  power  of  the  Allies  was,  nor 
what  force  Boonapari^  could  oppose  to 
them.    But  if  the  people  of  France  were 
as  much  attached  to  him  as  they  seemed 
to  be,  it  was  infinitely  more  probable  that 
we  shouki  fail  than  succeed  in  the  attempt 
—and  if  we  should  fail,  then  would  Europe 
be  placed  in  a  more  desperate  situation 
than  ever.     He  would  not  pretend  to  wf 
that   any  peace  made  with  Buonaparte 
would  be  of  long  duration  ;  but  eren  if  i% 
I  was.  e  sihort  peece,  it  wuehl  be  ef  td- 
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Tantage  to    this   country,    and    also  of  *  The  next  point  to  consH^r,  was  the  gronnd 


advantage  to  France,  provided  it  only 
lasted  for  four  or  five  years.  Were  we 
tore,  if  we  went  to  war,  that  our  finances 
would  enable  us  to  carry  it  on  ?  Were 
we  sure  that  we  were  on  such  an  amicable 
footing  with  America,  that  a  new  rupture 
night  not  take  place  between  us?  Or 
were  we  certain  that  the  people  of  this 
country  were  in  so  much  good  humour  as 
to  bear  the  immense  pressure  of  taxation 
that  would  be  the  inevitable  consequence 
of  a  new  struggle  r  In  bis  mind  it  appeared 
that  if  we  rushed  into  this  contest  without 
Baking  any  effort  to  prevent  it,  we  should 
expose  ourselves  to  more  serious  disasters 
than  it  was  possible  for  the  human  mind 
to  contemplate.  For  this  reason,  which 
was  the  same  that  had  induced  him  to 
Tote  for  the  Address,  and  not  against  the 
amendment  on  a  preceding  evening,  he 
chould  vote  for  the  present  motion. 

Mr.  WiUiam  Elliot  said  be  wished  stu- 
diously to  guard  himself,  in  any  thing  he 
might  say,  from  being  understood  as  re- 
commending war,  though    at  the  aame 
time  that  he  could  not  recommend  war, 
it  was  impossible  for  him,  and  he  trusted 
the  House  would  feel   it  impossible,  to 
advise  a  negociation  with  Buonaparte,  or 
that  this  country  should  withdraw  from 
the  great  continental  confederacy.    The 
question  before  them  resolved  itself  into 
|wo  obvious  branches,  first,  as  to  right, 
and  secondly,  as  to  expediency.    In  his 
▼iew  of  the  first  branch,  the  Allies  not 
only  had  a  right  to  go  to  war,  but  they 
bad  a  sort  of  selection  of  the  grounds  of 
war.     They  had  a  ground  of  war  against 
Buotiaparte  for  breaking  the  Treaty  of 
Fontainbleao ;  and  they  had  a  ground  of 
war  against  the  French  people  for  suffer- 
ing  a  violation  of  the  Treaty  of  Paris,  the 
aecurity  of  which  was  founded  upon  the 
abdication  of  Buonapari6.     He  must  de- 
cidedly maintain   the    principle,   that  a 
nation  had  a  right  to  interfere  with  the 
government  of  another  country,  the  con- 
struction   and    practice    of  which   were 
hostile,  or   likely   to  be  hostile,  to   the 
general  peace  and  welfare  of  other  na- 
tions*   This  was  according  to  the  law  of 
nations.    What  was  the  grand  alliance, 
but  to  prevent  the  union  of  the  crowns  of 
France  and  Spain  in  the  same  family,  and 
ao  far  interfering  with  the  internal  affairs 
of  Spain  }  What  was  the  Triple  Alliance, 
the  Qaadruple  Alliance,  and  the  Pragmatic 
Sanction  ?  They  were,  all  of  them,  founded 


of  expediency ;  this  might  autliortze  our 
going  to  war,  but  not  to  pursue  a  war  of 
extermination.  We  ought  undoubtedly 
to  look  to  the  character  of  the  power  with 
whom  we  were  to  negociate ;  and  that  of 
Buonaparl6  in  all  his  transactions,  proved 
that  he  was  not  to  l>e  relied  on ;  for  even 
when  in  the  extremity  of  distress,  he  bad 
been  mad  enough  to  disdain  the  terms 
which  were  ofiisred  to  him,  and  which,  if 
accepted,  might  have  kept  him  on  the 
throne.  Here  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
took  a  comprehensive  survey  of  the  wtioie 
conduct  and  character  ot  Buonaparte* 
since  his  accession  to  power  in  France, 
to  show  the  danger  and  uncertainty  of 
any  engagements  that  might  be  entered 
into  with  him.  With  respect  to  bis  return 
to  Paris  from  Elba,  he  considered  it  as  a 
solemn  lesson  to  all  military  governments, 
for  a  more  tremendous  example  of  a  sove- 
reign raised  to  a  throne  by  the  power 
of  the  soldiery,  had  not  been  presented  to 
the  world  since  the  time  of  the  Romans. 
He  was  brought  bacjc  by  the  soldiery, 
who  looked  to  be  fed  and  employed  by 
him :  and  if  he  would  not  lead  them  to 
their  usual  employment,  they  would  lead 
him.  As  to  the  constitution  which  had 
newly  arrived  in  this  country,  the  people 
of  France  neither  had,  nor  would  be  per- 
mitted to  have,  any  thing  to  do  with  it; 
it  would  be  administered  at  the  point  of 
the  sword ;  and  he  owned  it  was  no  ad* 
ditional  consolation  to  him  to  see  among 
the  framers  of  that  constitution  and  the 
present  ministers  of  Buonaparte,  Carnot, 
who  had  been  the  war  minister  under 
Robespierre.  He  did  not  think  any  great 
change  had  been,  or  was  likely  to  be  ef- 
fected in  the  character  of  Buonaparte. 
On  the  whole,  he  thought  that  no  man 
could  say  that  we  could  have  an  unarmed, 
peace ;  that  we  could  dismantle  our  navy, 
disband  our  army,  and  remain  in  security. 
But  an  armed  peace  would  be  a  most 
formidable  experiment;  contrary  to  the 
very  nature  and  spirit  of  our  constitution, 
we  should  have  an  army  and  navy  in  idle- 
ness, and  subject  to  a  great  expense ;  and 
then,  when  Buonaparte  should  have  re- 
cruited his  armies,  and  provided  the 
means  of  assault  from  without,  and  when 
we  should  awake,  as  we  should  do,  from 
a  haunted  and  disturbed  repose,  our  Alliea 
would  say  to  us,  "  We  were  in  the  heart 
of  Europe  ready  to  strike  a  blow,  but  yba 
remained  indeciaive,  and  said  it  was  not 


upon  the  recognition  of  that  principle,    a  proper  time  to  go  to  war.    Now  wa 
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have  wUhdrftwn  our  armief,  and  we  say. 
thii  19  not  the  lime  to  re^prodnce  them.'' 
The  qaettion  therefore  was,  whether  ure 
thoald  go  to  war  now  when  we  had  the 
means  of  doing  to  with  effect,  or  postpone 
it  to  a  distant  time,  when  we  should  be 
dep'rifed  of  the  power  to  do  so?  It  ought 
not  to  be  concealed  from  the  people,  that 
the  war  could  not  be  engaged  in,  onless 
every  msn  was  inclined  to  make  the 
greatest  possible  sacrifices,  and  to  forego 
every  indulgence ;  and  on  this  account  he 
hoped  the  House  would  pause  before  they 
engaged  in  war,  if  it  could  by  any  possi- 
bility be  avoided.  Still  he  must  say,  that 
he  woald  not  recommend  any  negociation 
with  Buonaparte;  but,  for  the  reasons  he 
had  given,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  oppose 
the  Address. 

Sir  John  Ntwpori  said,  he  differed  from 
•bis  ri^ht  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Ponsonby),  and 
also  from  the  right  hon.  gentleman  who 
-had  just  sat  down,  in  various  points.  He 
was  not  convinced  that  the  dangers  which 
threatened  this  country  were  such  as  had 
been  described.  The  dangers  that  might 
grow  out  of  an  armed  peace  could  not  but 
be  infinitely  augmented  by  a  state  of  war; 
for  no  man  could  Ibrsee  when  the  wari  if 
once  begun,  would  terminate.  If  the 
hope  of  restoring  the  Bourbons  could  be 
realised,  what  security  was  there  that 
they  coold  again  keep  their  situations? 
They  had  been  restored,  and  they  coold 
not  keep  their  situations.  It  was  the 
preisore  from  without  from  the  earliest 
period  of  the  war,  when  the  duke  of 
Brunswick  issued  his  proclamation,  that 
had  made  France  a  militarv  country :  and 
however  great  might  have  been  oar  former 
difficulties,  they  would  bear  no  comparison 
with  those  we  should  have  to  encounter,  as 
Ibey  would  now  be  insuperable  from  the 
exhausted  state  of  our  finances.  The  last 
coalition  against  Buonaparte  had  only 
prevailed  in  consequence  of  the  insane 
projecu  of  that  man,  who  had  reduced 
France  to  such  a  situation  that  her  re- 
sources were  paralysed;  and  yet  the 
Allies  were  obliged  to  make  terms  with 
him,  for  fear,  as  was  now  admitted,  that  he 
should  turn  round  and  overcome  them. 
For  his  part,  he  could  see  no  hopes  but 
in  an  immediate  and  successful  effort 
against  France ;  and  if  this  should  not 
succeed,  in  two  or  three  years,  we  should 
find  the  foreign  Powers  detaching  them- 
selves from  the  cause  one  after  another, 
till  at  last  we  should  be  left  alone  to 
maiataia  the  Iremendons  and  desperate 


contest,  with  dilapidated  and  exhausted 
resources ;  the  middle  classes  of  society 
being  ground  down  to  the  dust,  and  the. 
country  having  nothing  in  view  but 
horrors  of  the  most  calamitous  kind*  Ho 
therefore  trusted  that  ministers  would  not 
plunge  the  coontiy  unadvisedly  into  war« 
but  that  negociatioos  would  be  entered 
into,  if  they  coold  be  adopted  consistently 
with  the  security  and  honour  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  IVilherfbree  said,  he  saw  difficoUiea 
and  dangers  surrounding  both  sides  of  the 
present  question,  and  that  he  never  found 
himself  in  a  greater  dilemma  as  to  the 
course  he  should  pursue.  His  embarrass* 
ment,  however,  did  not  arise  in  anir 
degree  from  the  motion  of  his  hon.  friend, 
because  he  saw  strong  and  conclusive 
arguments  against  it.  He  felt  all  the  peril 
and  imminent  evils  attendant  upon  a  mU 
litary  leader  in  France,  who  must  neces- 
sarily infuse  into  the  military  character 
of  that  nation,  new  energies,  and  direct 
them  to  extensive  plans  of  warfare ;  bul 
yet  he  could  not  say  that  he  felt  that  peril 
so  strongly  as  to  think  himself  justified 
in  lending  his  support  to  carrying  on  tho 
war  upon  that  ground  alone.  He  knew 
how  easy  it  was  to  begin  wars,  and  with 
what  flattering  delusions  their  successea 
were  anticipated ;  but  he  knew  also  how, 
in  the  progress  of  those  wars,  clouds  arose 
to  darken  and  obscure  them,  which  did 
not  at  first  appear  in  the  horiaon.  With 
respect  to  Buonaparte  and  the  power  he 
possessed,  he  feared,  from  the  facts  dis- 
closed of  bis  progreu  through  Fraoce» 
that  too  large  a  proportion  of  the  popola* 
tion  was  favourable  to  him.  Of  his  cha- 
racter, be  had  but  one  opinion.  He 
placed  no  confidence  In  the  predictiona 
of  his  improvement ;  for  though  there  had 
been  a  large  expenditure  of  bad  passiona 
in  him,  yet  there  still  remained  a  fond 
of  evil  which  was  inexhaustible,  be  feared. 
He  shoold  not  think  he  honestly  dis- 
charged bis  doty  if  he  did  not  say  that  he 
thought  a  peace  with  Buonapari^  would 
be  only  a  peace  in  name.  He  neverthe* 
less  felt  serious  apprehensions,  when  he 
considered  the  uncertainty  of  all  wars. 
As  to  the  particular  question,  he  supposed 
that  his  hon.  friend  would  not  be  anxioua 
to  press  it.  He  bad  probably  brought  the 
motion  forward,  merely  to  give  the  House 
an  opportunity  of  delivering  their  senti* 
menti  on  the  general  question  of  peace 
or  war. 
.  Iff.  Tkmf  said,  thai  if  it  might  bt 
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fsODtid^red  ai  a  proof  of  wisdom  to  balance 
both  sides  of  a  qaestion*  and  determiQe 
upon  neither,  be  would  say  that  his  hon. 
friend  who  bad  just  sat  down  abounded  in 
wisdom.  Such  speeches  were  certainly 
of  some  use,  especially  to  members  who 
happened  to  come  late  into  the  House,  as 
they  had  the  advantage  of  hearing  all  that 
could  be  said  upon  all  sides  of  a  subject. 
He  had  had  a  pretty  long  experience  of 
the  practice  of  his  hon.  friend  ;  and  he 
must  say,  that  on  all  great  and  trying 
questions  which  came  before  that  House, 
bis  hon.  friend  generally  gave  them  the 
leanings  of  his  mind,  and  to  Government 
the  substance  of  his  vote— [a  laugh].  With 
regard  to  the  present  motion,  it  had  his 
decided  support.  For  his  own  ^rt,  though 
nuch  stress  had  been  laid  upon  Buona- 
parte's escape  from  Elba,  he  thought  this 
3was  the  least  of  his  offences.  As  he  had 
been  thrust  from  the  throne  by  the  point 
of  the  bayonet,  it  was  not  at  all  surprising 
that  he  should  have  tried  to  get  back 
again.  Gentlemen  in  that  House,  when 
turned  out  of  office,  were  very  apt  to  try  to 
get  in  again  !*— [a  laugh].  He  denied  that 
fiuonapart^had  been  brought  back  entirely 
by  the  military.  Instead  of  the  invasion 
0f, France,  as  it  had  been  called,  it  was  one 
of  the  most  extraordinary  feats  of  this  ex* 
icaordinary  man.  He  could  not  discover 
any  effort  that  he  had  made  since  his 
return,  to  conciliate  the  military:  but 
quite  the  reverse*  Mr.  Tierney  said  he 
would  prefer  the  chance  of  peace  to  the 
various  chances  of  war.  If  we  should  go 
to  war,  and  afterwards,  when  our  means 
of  paying  were  exhausted,  the  Allies 
should  go  to  their  homes,  in  what  a  situa- 
tion should  we  be  placed !  This  country 
would  then  be  inevitably  lost.  The  noble 
lord  was  evidently  wrong  when  he  had 
expressed  his  opinion  that  the  people  of 
France  would  not  have  endured  Buona- 

Eart^  one  moment,  if  they  could  have 
elped  themselves.  Every  thing  showed 
that  the  people  were  attached  to  him.  If 
we  were  to  go  to  war,  subsidies  would  be 
hereafter  required  by  our  magnanimous 
Allies,  far  beyond  what  we  should  set  out 
with ;  and  next  year  ministers  would  tell  us, 
as  they  did  in  the  early  periods  of  the  last 
war,  that  these  Allies  had  expended  their 
last  farthing,  and  could  not  move  without 
farther  payments.  On  the  whole,  be  was 
convinced  that  if  we  did  engage  in  the 
war,  it  would  prove  one  of  the  most  ex* 
pensive  and  calamitous  with  which  this 
ftatioa  had  ever  been  afflicted.    The  auc- 
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ceas  of  the  -last  campaign  was  entiaely 
0 wi  ng.  to  a  mistake  of  Buonaparte.  Should 
we  enter  on  another  war  lor  the  chance  of 
another  mistake  on  his  part  \  The  assist- 
ance  of  Austria  could  not  be  relied  on, 
as  she  had  enoagh  to  do  in  Italy.  Indeed, 
the  Allies,  it  was  said,  had  taken,  not  Buo- 
naparte himself,  but  Buonaparte's  mother 
and  sisters,  and  sent  them  to  two  of  the 
strongest  fortresses  of  Germany — he  sup- 
posed to  be  exchanged  at  some  future 
period,  for  some  general  officer.  He  did  ^ 
m>t  think  Sweden  could  be  relied  on  to  be  * 
a  party  to  the  confederacy.  If  we  bad 
not  as  great  a  force  as  we  had  in  the  last 
war,  we  could  not  expect  success.  But 
what  did  we  want  to  gain  by  the  war  \  To 
preserve  the  Treaty  of  Paris.  The  Treaty 
of  Paris  was  offered  to  us,  and  why  did  we 
not  preserve  it  ?  Because  the  Allies  wished 
to  make  an  experiment  We  must  put 
Buonaparte  out  of  the  world,  and  restore 
the  Bourbons.  This  was  clearly  the  pur- 
pose of  the  war.  We  had  now  an  accre- 
dited ambassador  from  Louis  18;  and  this, 
coupled  with  the  Declaration  of  the  Allies, 
decidedly  proved  that  the  restoration  of 
the  BourbcKis  was  our  object.  Was  it  not 
moat  likely  that  this  would  indispose  all 
France  against  us  ?  The  French  were 
already  soured  against  us  by  our  manner 
of  sending  Louis  to  th^,  by  his  acknow- 
ledging that  it  was  to  the  Prince  Regent 
of  England  he  owed  the  throne,  and  by 
our  sending  lord  Wellington  as  the  Britisli 
ambassador  to  Paris.  But  what  will  be 
the  event,  should  we  fail  in  this  war } 
When  we  should  have  spent  all  our  re« 
sources  and  France  was  goaded  by  our 
efforts,  and  had  Buonapart^  at  her  head, 
what  would  then  be  our  condition  ?  Let 
the  noble  lord  show  him,  that  we  should 
not  be  in  a  worse  situation  by  the  war 
than  we  were  now,  and  he  might  then  be 
brought  to  concur  in  the  war.  But  tha 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  must  know 
that  we  could  not  possibly  g^  on  for  more 
than  two  years  with  the  expenses  of  a 
war.  But  the  truth  was,  it  moat  be  the 
overthrow  of  Buonaparte  or  of  the  minis- 
ters. The  noble  lord  with  his  blue  ribbon, 
which  he  had  obtained  by  the  defeat  of 
Buonaparie, could  not  possibly  makepeace 
with  him.  If  it  were  otherwise,  why  was 
not  the  best  security  which  France  could 
give,  tried  ?  Why  was  it  not  tried  to  bring 
ber  to  disarm  ?  This  would  be  the  very 
best  security ;  ^nd  this  security,  he  was 
convinced,  so  strong  was  the  disposition  to 
peace  in  France,  we  eouki  have.    If  all 
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the  Allies  woald  enter  into  a  nnioD  to 
neke  Baonapert^  give  thit»  they  atturtdiy 
would  get  it.  PeacOf  therefore^  we  could 
beTe,  if  we  wished  it  He  thanked  his 
boa.  friend  for  making  hit  motion,  and 
thought  him  entitled  to  the  country's 
tbaolu.  The  noble  lord  had  dealt  very 
nnfairly  hy  the  Hooae»  by  drawing  it  in 
lo  give  the  onconscious  pledge  it  had 
given ;  and  in  the  event  of  war,  he  waa 
not  sore  that  disturbances  woold  not  arise 
in  the  country.  He  entreated  the  House 
to  consider  that  this  might,  perhaps,  ^be 
their  very  last  opportunity  or  expressms 
their 'Opinions  on  thi^  great  question,  ana 
of  averting  the  calamities  with  which  this 
country  was  threatened. 

Mr.  ilotoiioii  thought  that  Buonaparti, 
by  his  breach  of  the  Treaty  of  Fontain- 
bleau,  had  given  a  clear  unqualified  right 
to  this  country  to  go  to  war  with  him. 
Much  had  been  said  about  thn  change 
that  the  reveraes  had  wrought  in  Boona- 
parte's  disposition.  But  how  did  he  prove 
this  change  on    his   first  entrance   into 
France?   On  the  12tb  of  March  he  issued 
ft  decree  from  Lyons,  proscribing  a  certain 
number  of  individuaU  over  whom  he  bad 
tio  right  whatever.    This  showed  no  great 
change    from    his  wonted    ferocity — no 
great  spirit  of  mildness,  of  mercy,  of  for- 
giveness.    He  had  abdicated  the  throne, 
smd  before  he  had  even  reseated  himself 
on  it,  he  proscribed  persons  not  at  all  sub- 
ject to  him.   It  was  said  he  was  surrounded 
by  persons  favourable  to  liberty.    But  he 
believed  that  those  who  had  once  been  the 
strongest  advocates  for  liberty,  bad  been 
amongst  bis    basest  and   most   fawning 
sycophants.    He  did    not    attach  mnch 
value  to  the  support  they  now  gave,  as  he 
was  satisfied  they  would  be  again  ready 
to  change,  if  circumstances  changed,     ft 
had  been  asked,  why  we  should  not  now 
be  content  with  the  Peace  of  Paris }  This 
Peace  of  Paris  had  only  been  concluded 
«n  the  understanding    that    Buonaparte 
had  for  ever  abdicated  his  pretensions  to 
the  throne  of  France.    He  admitted  that 
in  our  present  situation  we  had  only  a 
choice  of  evils;   bat  be  maintained,  that 
by  far  the  less  evil  was  to  avail  ourselves 
•f  the  existing  confederation,  of  the  con* 
centrated  force  of  united  Europe,  in  order 
4o  endeavoor  to  destroy  that  power  which 
threatened  the  tranquillity  of  the  world. 
Our  means  for  doing  this  were  ample,  and 
our  aitoation  much  better  than  that  in 
which  we  were  even  at  the  succe^ful 
lamination  of  the  lain  war.    it  was  trne« 
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as  stated  by  the  bon.  gentleman,  we  conld 
not  calcuUte  with  certainty  on  a  fortnnato 
result.  But  if  it  were  once  admitted,  that 
when  pressed  by  a  tremendous  danger  we 
ought  to  remain  inactive,  lest  our  exertions 
should  be  fruitless,  there  was  an  end  to 
every  virtuotis  and  vigorous  eflfort.  If  we 
had  been  terrified  by  the  uncertainty  of 
the  result,  we  should  not  have  defended 
Portugal,  supported  the  cause  of  the  Spa« 
niards,  or  assisted  in  the  soccessfol  cam* 
paign  of  last  year.  It  was  truie  that  many 
coalitions  had  failed :  but  all  had  nol 
failed,  as  wai  proved  in  the  last  year. 
The  present  coalition  had  at  least  as  diucb 
chance  of  success  now  as  it  had  then. 
Between  forty  and  fifty  fortresses,  then 
garrisoned  by  French  troops,  were  now  ia 
the  possession  of  the  Allies.  This  circum* 
stance  would  give  the  Allies  a  very  con- 
siderable advantage  now,  which  then  the^ 
did  not  possess.  Upon  the  whole,  be  saw 
no  reason  whatever  for  despairing  oC 
success. 

Mr.  Philipt  supported  the  motion.  He 
deprecated  the  want  of  precaution  on  our 
part  to  prevent  the  return  of  Buonapart6 
to  France,  and  censured  the  general  po« 
licy  of  ministers.«-[Tbis  speech  was  in« 
terropted  by  loud  cries  of  '  Question^ 
question !'] 

Mr.    Welled^  Pok,  having  succeeded 
I  with  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  hearings 
said,  that  he  had  only  one  appeal  to  maka 
to  the  hon.   gentleman  who   made  iha 
motion,  and  one  declaration  to  comma- 
nicate  to  him,  which  he  hoped,  woold 
give  as  much  satisfaction  to  the  hon.  gen* 
tieman  as  to  every  man  els^.      In  thn 
animadversions  on  the  Declaration  of  the 
13th  of  March,  repeated  that  night,  la 
bad  stated  it  as  sanctioning  the  murder 
and  assassination  of  Buonaparte,  and  he 
had  lamented  that  the  name  of  Welling* 
ton  should  have  been  disgraced  by  sign* 
ing  such  a  paper.     He  (Mr.  P.)  happened 
to  be  with  the  duke  of  Wellington  wbea 
the  report  of  the  bon.  gentleman's  speech 
reached  him;   and  never  was  a  man  so 
shocked  as  he  then  was,  that  one  of  his 
country  men— *one  who  had  either  known* 
seen,  or  heard  of  him^shoold  have  sup* 
posed  that  he  signed  a  paper  bearing  such 
a  construction,  or  that  be  could  possibly 
give  it  such  a  construction.      His  only 
understand ii^  was,  that  Buonapurii  had 
forfeited  all  his  political  righu.    At  thf 
time,  it  was  not  known  whether  it  waa 
Buonaparte's  intention  to  endeavour  to 
regain  tlia  throne  of  Fraocc*  or  whatbar 
(3S) 
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he  had  put  himself  at  the  head  of  a  ban- 
ditti to  disturb  any  other  country;  and 
be  netter  thought  that  any  man,  much  less 
a  British  senator,  could  have  suspected 
that  he  would  have  signed  a  paper  with 
such  a  meaning.  They  conceived  that  he 
had  forfeited  his  political  rights,  and  that 
he  was  a  rebel  and  a  traitor  ;  but  they 
never  intended  to  sanction  his  assassina- 
tion. 

Mr.   Qum  had   yet  heard   nothing  to 
persuade  him  that  the   people  had  any 
share   in  the  return  of  Buonaparte ;    he 
-had  found  an  active  army  and  a  passive 
people.      If  we  did  not  go  to  war,  we 
•should  have  an  armtd  peace,  and  France 
'Would  then  have  all  the  advantage.    Buo- 
naparte could  not  be  believed  to  be  ac- 
tuated by  a  sincere  desire  for  peace.     He 
was  an  enemy  to  this  country  from  envy 
of  our  free  constitution,  and  our  commer- 
cial greatness.     The  struggle  might  be 
arduous,  and  the  event  hazardous,  yet  he 
deprecated  the  idea  of  our  abandonment  j 
of  the  policy  of  our  Allies. 

Mr.  R.  Gordon  supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  /.  Smyih  spoke  in  favour  of  the 
Address,  and  contended  that  the  war 
would  be  a  war  of  aggression  against 
France,  and  could  not  be  justified  on  any 
rational  grounds. 

8ir  Frederick  Flood  said,  he  wished  for 
peace  with  France,  but  he  did  not  wish 
for  peace  ^ith  an  outlaw  and  a  rebel ; 

•  and  in  that  character  only  could  he  re- 
gard the  present  Ruler  of  France.  He 
considered  that  the  most  transcendent 
abilities  bad,  in  the  late  contest,  been 
displayed,  both  in  the  cabinet  and  in 
the  field,  and  was  happy  to  recognize  as 
his  countrymen  a  Casilereagh  and  a  Wel- 
lington.   The  present  was  a  qoestion  of  a 

^delicate  nature;   yet  he  could  not  help 

•  thinking  the  whole  country  ought  to  go 
heart  and  hand  together  in  overturning 
the  usurpation  of  Buonaparte. 

Mr.  Coke  (of  Norfolk,)  supported   the 

motion.    He  could  not  help  thinking,  that 

those  who  were  abettors  of  the  war  with 

France,  on  the  present  occasion,  were  the 

.  enemies,    and   not    the   friends  of  their 

•  country. 

Mr.  WkUhread^  in  reply,  said,  that  not- 
withstanding the  explanaiton  of  the  right 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wellesley  Pole),  be 
confessed  that  he  was  still  of  opinion  that 
it  would  have  been  far  more  to  the  credit 
of  the  duke  of  Wellington  not  to  have 
jigned  the  Declaration  in  question,  even 
with  iba  iAt«rpretatioii  which  had  been 
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given  to  his  relation,  and  by"  him  com- 
municated to  the  House.  The  character 
of  the  duke  of  Wellington  was  part  of  the 
property  of  this  country.  Who  was  not 
proud  of  the  name  ?  No  person  had  ever 
shown  himself  more  willing  to  pay  the 
tribute  of  applause  which  was  due  to  his 
great  actions  than  himself;  and  when  he 
had  so  expressed  himself,  he  hardly- 
thought  that  his  sincerity  could  be  called 
in  question.  But  was  it  because  the  duke 
of  Wellington  had  signed  a  Declaration, 
that  it  bore  a  different  construction  fronoi 
what  it  would  have  done  if  he  had  not 
put  his  name  to  it  ?  And  if  in  the  hurry 
of  business  he  did  not  consider  the  mean- 
ing of  this  Declaration  with  sufficient  at- 
tention, was  this  not  a  subject  of  deep 
lamentation  to  this  country  }  If,  before 
this,  any  person  bad  been  asked,  who 
would  be  the  last  man  to  sanction  such 
doctrine— oir  if  there  was  one  man  whom 
he  would  select  from  all  mankind  as  the 
person  who  would  be  most  inclined  to 
give  it  his  condemnation,  he  would  have 
selected  the  duke  of  Wellington.  He 
would  have  conceived  the  duke  of  Wel- 
lington to  feel  in  this  way — save  Buona- 
parte for  me,  that  he  may  command  an 
army  against  me— [Hear,  hear!]  After 
having  vanquished  in  succession  all  his 
captains — all  his  fame,  all  his  glory,  all 
his  future  renown,  were  centered  in  the 
life  of  Buonaparte — [Hear,  hear!]  But 
he  had  signed  the  Declaration,  and  it  had 
gone  forth  to  the  world.  What  did 
'  existence'  mean,  but  physical  existence  ? 
He  was  glad  of  the  explanation  of  the 
right  hon.  gentleman,  because  if  his  (Mr. 
Whiibread's)  voice  had  reached  the  Duke, 
it  might  also  go  out  to  the  world  that  the 
duke  of  Wellington  declared  that  the 
principle  of  assassination  was  detested  by 
him,  and  had  never  met  with  his  appro- 
bation. With  respect  to  the  noble  lord 
(Castlereagh),  he  had  divided  his  speech 
into  three  parts  :  the  first  was  a  philippic 
against  Buonaparte;  the  second  was  a 
philippic  against  him  (Mr.  Whitbread) ; 
and  the  third  was  a  panegyric  upon  him- 
self. With  respect  to  the  speech  of  an 
hon.  gentleman  (Mr.  Wilberforce),  he 
was  surprized  to  hear  such  language  from 
a  person  of  his  grave  and  pious  charaeter, 
who  opened  a  book,  he  believed^  more 
often  than  any  of  those  who  heard  him,  in 
which  it  is  said,  that  when  a  sinner  repents 
he  may  save  his  soul  alive.  He  begged  the 
hon.  gentleman,  however,  the  next  time 
he  read  that  passsage,  to  put  ia  an  inter* 
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lioeation— '  exceptiog  Buonaparte/  That 
hon.  gentleman,  who  for  twenty  years 
had  been  unable  to  succeed  in  his  great 
project  for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave 
Trade,  bad  never  once  given  praise  to  that 
great  roan,  by  whom  it  was  accomplished. 
in  the  Report  of  the  African  Institution, 
though  use  was  made  of  the  decree  of 
Buonapart6,  by  saying  that  it  would  force 
all  Europe  to  follow  the  example,  yet  not 
the  least  praise  was  given  to  that  decree. 
He  would  have  been  surprised  at  this«  if 
he  bad  not  recollected  that  no  praise  was 
given  to  Mr.  Fox,  who  abolished  the 
traffic  in  this  country.  The  noble  lord 
who  had  his  confidence,  was  one  of  the 
■mall  minority  of  i6  who  voted  for  the 
continuance  of  that  odious  traffic.  It  was 
asked,  did  he  wish  to  depend  on  the  re- 
generation of  Buonaparte  ?  He  did  not 
wish  to  depend  on  this,  but  he  conceived 
that  Buonaparte  was  in  a  situation  to  con- 
ciliate all  the  French  in  his  favour,  and 
that  it  would  be  necessary  to  extermi- 
nate the  whole  of  tbero,  beifore  ministers 
could  possibly  succeed  in  their  project. 
The  honourable  member  proceeded,  in 
a  most  able  manner,  to  reply  to  the 
arguments  of  the  noble  lord,  and  other 
members  who  had  spoken  on  that  side 
of  the  question.  He  very  eloquently 
vindicated  the  line  of  conduct  he  had  pur- 
sued upon  the  question  of  peace  from  the 
earliest  commencement  of  the  war,  and 
endeavoured  to  show  in  what  way  lord 
Castlereagh  had  been  duped  by  prince 
Talleyrand,  who  had  formerly  been  the 
minister  of  Buonaparte. — [L^rd  Castle- 
reagh said,  that  he  had  not  been  the 
minister  of  Buonaparte  for  eight  years.] 
JVir.  Whitbread  rejoined^  that  he  supposed 
the  noble  lord  meant  to  assert,  that  a 
penance  of  eight  years  atoned  for  all 
former  offences  ;  if  so,  what  a  lamentable 
misfortune  it  was  for  Buonaparte  that  be 
had  not  remained  in  Elba  for  that  space 
—then  be  might  have  returned  to  France, 
have  seated  himself  upon  the  throne,  have 
•haken  bands  with  the  noble  lord,  nego* 
ciated  with  the  noble  lord,  and  above  all 
have  duped  the  noble  lord,  as  successfully 
as  he  had  been  imposed  upon  by  prince 
Talleyrand.  The  hon«  gentleman  con- 
cluded with  saying,  that  he  had  brought 
the  conduct  of  ministers  before  the  House, 
and  it  remained  with  the  House  to  deal 
with  them  as  they  deserved. 
The  House  then  divided  : 

For  the  motion ••• 72 

i^gaixut  it.... 273 
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Monday,  May  1. 

Naples.]  Earl  Grty  said,  their  lord- 
ships  would  recollect,  that  a  few  days  ago, 
previous  to  his  giving  notice  of  a  motion 
on  the  subject  of  our  existing  relations 
with  the  Government  of  Naples,  and  on 
which  their  lordships  stood  summoned  for 
to-morrow,  be  had  put  some  questions  to 
a  noble  earl.  To  these,  his  not  receiving 
a  satisfactory  answer,  was  the  cause  of  his 
having  given  notice  of  a  motion.  Previous 
to  his  bringing  it  on,  however,  be  begged 
leave  to  ask  that  noble  lord,  whether  he 
now  deemed  it  consistent  with  his  duty  to 
give  certain  explanations  on  the  subject ; 
and,  in  that  view,  he  would  trouble  bim 
but  on  two  poinU.  First,  Whether  we 
were  actually  at  war  with  Naples;  and  if 
•o,  whether,  as  was  customary,  any  com* 
munication  would  be  made  to  Parliament 
oo  the  subject  ?  And  secondly,  if  we  were 
not  at  war,  whether  any  discussions  wart 
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BOW  going  forward,  or  likely  to  take  place 
between  us  and  that  Goverament,  from 
wfaicb  it  might  be  hoped  that  bostililiea 
may  be  avoided  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool,  in  answer  to  what 
fell  from  the  noble  earl,  stated,  that  their 
lordships  might  be  aware  an  arroiiitice  had 
been  concluded  between  marshal  Murai 
and  the  commander-in-chief  of  his  Ma« 
jesty's  forces  in  that  quarter.  With  re- 
ference to  this^  a  notice  had  been  given  by 
the  latter  to  marshal  Murat,  that  if  he 
ehould  commit  any  hostile  acts  against  his 
Majesty's  ally,  he  should  consider  it  as  a 
breach  of  the  armistice  between  the  two 
countries.  Whether  any  hostile  steps  had 
occurred  between  the  British  and  the  Nea- 
politan forces  he  tould  not  say ;  but  from 
what  had  taken  place  on  the  part  of  the 
latter,  the  armistice  was  considered  to  be 
at  an  end.  With  respect  to  the  second 
pointy  whether  there  were  any  discussions 
going  on  between  the  two  countries  for 
the  establishment  of  peace,  he  could  not 
eay  there  were  any  negociations  going  on 
at  present  that  could  render  the  notice  of 
the  noble  lord  nugatory. 

Earl  Gny  replied,  that  he  understood 
from  the  noble  lord  that  hostilities  were 
now  actually  revived  between  the  two 
countries.  But  their  lordships  would  re- 
collect, that  we  bad  been,  in  effect,  at 
peace  with  the  Government  of  Naples  for 
the  last  twelve  months ;  and  that,  from 
the  statement  of  the  noble  lord,  the  ne* 
cessity  followed  of  a  regular  declaration 
that  .a  state  of  hostility  was  renewed..  He 
thought,  therefore,  that  a  communication 
should  be  made  to  Parliament  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  on  which  occasion,  a  discussion 
on  the  merits  of  the  case  would  preferably 
ensue.  He  again  asked  if  any  such  com- 
munication w^s  intended  ? 

The  Earl  of  Liverpool  said,  he  had  not 
received  any  command  to  make  such  a 
communication. 

Lord  Grey  then  asked,  was  it  probable 
that  such  a  communication  would  be 
made  ?  and  (after  a  word  or  two  from  the 
Doble  earl  across  the  table,  in  an  under 
Toice)  proceeded  to  observe,  that  it  ap- 
peared very  extraordinary  to  him,  that 
no  communication  should  be  made  to  Par- 
liament, in  a  case,  where  though  no  formal 
peace  had  been  made,  a  state  of  hostility 
was  avowedly  entered  into.  He  gave  no- 
tice, that  he  would  bring  on  his  motion 
to-morrow. 

Gaol  Fwi  Aioution  SiiL-]    The 


Gaol  Feet  AhoHium  BiU. 


[lOOO 


House  being  in  a  Committee  on  the  BiU, 
Lord  Eilenborottgh  proposed  the  insertion 
of  an  amendment  of  some  length,  the 
principal  object  of  which  appeared  to  he 
to  prevent  any  thing  in  the  Act  from 
operating  to  the  prejudice  of  the  aheriff^ 
who  otherwise,  though  an  innocent  person, 
may  be  affected  injuriously. 
The  amendment  was  adopted* 
The  Marquis  of  BtKkinf^kam  understood 
that  the  exception  of  the  Fleet,  King'a- 
bench,  and  Marshalsea,  and  Palace- court 
prisons,  from  the  operation  of  the  Bif|, 
arose  from  there  being  yet  no  other  al- 
lowance for  keeping  up  the  esiabltshroent 
of  these  prisons  than  what  arose  from  Gaol 
Fees.  There  was  a  report  from  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commona  on  the 
subject,  and  he  should  move  to-morrow 
for  a  copy  of  that  Report. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  stated,  that  be  bad 
received  a  great  many  clauses  to  be  in- 
serted with  respect  to  the  London  gaols, 
which  appearea  very  proper  in  themselvea, 
but  if  they  were  introduced  into  that  Hoose, 
would  endanger  the  loss  of  the  Bill  al- 
together, and  prevent,  for  the  time,  tho 
good  which  it  was  calculated  to  do.  Hif 
lordship  stated  what  had  been  proved  al 
the  bar  on  a  former  occasion,  that  the 
city  of  London  expended  no  less  a  sum 
than  15,000/.  in  providing  comforts  for 
their  prisoners;  and  if  the  fees  of  their 
gaols  were  pot  an  end  to,  they  must  in* 
crease  their  gaolers  salaries,  and  could  not 
afford  so  great  a  sum  for  their  prisoners. 
The  fees  in  all  gaols  being  abolished,  pri- 
soners having  a  power  of  removing  them- 
selves would  crowd  to  the  London  gaola 
for  the  sake  of  the  allowance,  and  this 
would  be  more  particularly  the  case  whea 
the  new  gaol  should  be  built.  It  would 
be  desirable  not  to  check  the  hand  of 
charity,  and  yet  it  would  be  improper  to 
risk  the  loss  of  the  Bill :  the  best  coorse 
appeared  to  be  to  make  the  clauses  in 
question  the  subject  ol  a  separate  BrH, 
which  might  be  passed  this  session,  and 
for  these  reasons  he  refrained  from  pro* 
posing  them  at  present. 

The  Marquis  oi' Lamdowne  concurred  with 
the  noble  and  learned  lord  as  to  the  beat 
course  of  proceeding,  but  did  not  think 
that  the  abolition  of  the  fees  would  tend 
much  to  ciowd  the  London  gaols.  A  re- 
moval could  not  be  accomplished  at  a  leas 
expense  than  6/.,  and  to  those  who  could 
afford  this,  the  lees  could  not  be  a  gvett 
object.    ' 

The  Bill  pasNd  tturongh  the  ConuMtteei 
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iNtOLVBMT  Dbbtom  BiLL.l  Mr.  Ser- 
jeant  Besl  moved  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Ihe  lecofki  reading  of  the  Insolvent  Debtors 
BHi.  The  learned  serjeant  noticed  some 
alterations  in  the  claases  of  the  Bill  that 
he  wished  to  propose  in  the  Committee. 

Mr.  Horner  said,  that  the  Bill  now  be- 
fore the  Hoose  was  any  thing  but  the  bill 
which  the  hon.  and  learned  serjeant  had 
described^  when  he  obtained  leave  of  the 
House  to  bring  it  in.  He  onderstood  from 
the  hon.  ancf  learned  gentleman « since* 
however,  that  two  of  the  most  material 
claases  had  been  omitted.  As  it  was  ma* 
tmrial  that  the  measure  should  come  before 
the  House  in  a  perfect  form,  antecedent  to 
their  being  called  upon  to  deliver  their 
opinion  upon  it,  be  thought  in  the  present 
instance  an  unfair  advantage  would  be 
gained  by  obtaining  the  consent  to  the 
second  reading  of  a  Bill,  the  essence  of 
vrhich  was  subsequently  to  be  changed. 
WAh  these  feelings,  as  well  as  from  an  in- 
superable objection  to  the  preamble,  he 
iboold  object  to  the  motion.  The  measure 
proposed  was  very  different  from  what  the 
House  expected,  and  instead  of  being  of  a 
softer,  was  of  a  severer  nature  than  the 
last.  He  thought  the  beat  thing  would  be 
to  withdraw  the  Bill,  and  asic  leave  to 
bring  in  another. 

Mr.  Serjeant  first  objected  to  thiscotirse, 
as  likely  to  give  additional  trouble  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  AberamMe  thought  that  the  vkal 
forms  of  the  House  would  be  evaded,  by 
the  manner  in  which  it  was  attempted  to 
pass  this  Bill  through  the  second  aiid  most 
material  stage.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  thought  the  hon.  and  learned  gentle- 
nan  ought  to  withdraw  the  Bill  altogether, 
and  bring  it  in  aieain,  in  a  complete 
ahape,  so  that  the  House  might  be  able  to 
consider  it  in  its  perfect  bearingi. 

The  Sptnher  said,  that  in  all  cases  where 
the  objectii  of  a  bill  had  not  been  properly 
explained  to,  or  onderstood  by  the  House, 
the  introducer  had  the  option  of  with- 
drawing It,  in  whatever  stage  it  might  be, 
and  iKinging  in  another,  consonant  with 
bis  own  viewS|  and  in  an  intelligible 
ahape. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Beif  then  agreed  to  with- 
draw the  present  Bill,  and  the  order  for 
ihe  second  reading  was  discharged.  Leave 
was  then  gtvea  lo  hring  in  a  Sill  in  a  per* 
Ibct  form. 


i 


LONOON  PSTITION  AGAINST  a  WaB  WITH 

Fbancb— THB  PaoFBaTY-TAX,  &c.]  Sir 
WUiiam  Curm  said,  he  had  a  petitioa  to 
present  from  the  Lord  Mayor,  Alder moOa 
and  Livery  of  London,  in  Common-hall 
assembled,  which  might  appear,  in  sooio 
respects,  of  an  extraordinary  nature.  Ho 
was  bound  in  duty  to  his  constituents  to 
present  it,  and  it  was  couched  in  tenaa 
that  might  probably  ensure  its  reception 
by  the  House.  It  was  also  his  duly  to  say, 
that  there  was  scarcely  a  sentiment  coa^ 
tained  in  it  in  whith  he  concurred.  Tho 
BMeting  was,  however,  called  in  the  con* 
stitutional  and  proper  way.  The  petitioa 
was  a  kind  of  omnium,  etiibracing  a  great 
variety  of  matter ;  one  part  of  it  related 
to  the  Property -tax.  He  moved  for  leavo 
to  present  the  petition. 

The  Speaker  observed,  that  the  lioo* 
baronet  having  stated  that  the  Petition 
was  in  part  against  a  tax  now  pending, 
it  could  not,  consistently  with  the  forma 
of  the  House,  be  received. 

Sir  fV,  Vuriie  said,  that  he  did  not  know 
vrbether  it  could  be  said  that  tho  Petition 
was  exactly  directed  against  the  Pro* 
pi-rty-tax. 

The  S^ker  thought  it  advisabfe  thai 
the  hon.  baronet  should  read  the  pan 
which  ho  conceived  might  prove  objoe^ 
tionable. 

hir  iV.  Curiii  then  read  part  of  tho 
prayer  of  the  Petition,  stating,  that  it  waa 
with  leelingi  of  indignation  the  petitioneia 
had  perceived  his  Majesty's  mioislara  hoi 
proposed  to  revive  an  odious  tax,  and 
praying  the  House  to  stop  the  ooorsf  of 
a  weak,  rash,  and  iolatoaled  Adaunistration 
in  their  mad  career,  and  praadrvo  tho 
peace  and  prosperity  of  the  nation. 

The  Sp^ker  said,  that  it  was  now  for 
the  House  to  judge  from  what  tliey  bod 
heard,  whether  the  Petition  was  for  the 
Property-tax  oragaimt  it. 

The  question  being  pot  for  bringing  ap 
the  Petition, 

The  CkmeeUorofihe  Exehe^uer  said,  that 
he  tlwoght  the  House  had  heard  enough 
to  induce  them  to  reject  it 

Mr.  Harfier  obsarfod,  that  Ike  rale  of 
the  Hoose  ought  only  lo  be  applied  prao» 
ticaUy  to  the  case  for  which  it  was  -in- 
tended.  Coming  from  so  gvoat  and  ro* 
epectahle  a  bod  v«««[A  laugh  on  tho  Mi- 
nisterial side  of  the  House]-— coming,  bo 
repeated,  from  a  mast  numerous  and  re* 
apectable  body,  the  Petition  ought  not  to 
be  rejecled  on  a  mere  point  of  form,  nn* 
Itsi  il  Cioa  otiictijr  and  indiipotabljr 
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within  the  rale.  The  prayer  of  the  Peti- 
tion said  nothing  regarding  the  Property- 
tax,  and  only  required  that  the  House 
ghoold  take  the  matters  stated  in  the 
body  of  the  instrument  into  consideration. 
The  prayer  of  the  Petition  was  against  his 
Majesty's  Government,  who  were  termed 
weak,  rash,  and  infatuated.  The  Pro- 
perty-tax was  stated  as  one  of  the  com- 
plaints against  tliem,  hut  it  was  not  made 
the  substanti^re  object  of  the  Petition.  If 
the  citizens  of  London  had  petitioned 
against  the  Property-tax,  they  would 
hate  prayed  to  be  heard  by  counsel,  and 
that  the  Bill  might  not  be  passed  into 
a  law. 

Mr.  Baihuni  was  willing  to  give  the 
petitioners  all  the.  respect  they  deserved. 
He  did  not  think  that  the  words  employed 
at  all  warranted  the  construction  put  upon 
them  by  the  hon.  gentleman.  The'  object 
was  not  so  much  to  complain  of  ministers^ 
as  of  the  tax  which  was  mentioned,  eo 
nomine,  as  an  intolerable  grievance.  The 
prayer  was,  that  the  matters  above  stated 
ahould  be  considered,  and  one  of  those 
matteri  was  the  Property* tax* 

Sir  John  Neuron  referred  to  the  memo* 
rable  dictum  of  the  Speaker  on  a  former 
occasion,  that  the  doors  of  the  House 
ought  to  be  opened  wide  for  the  admission 
of  petitions,  and  contended  that  this  great 
object  ought  not  to  be  defeated  by  tech- 
nical objections.  Complaint  was  against 
ministers  for  proposing  the  Property-tax, 
and  not  specifically  against  that  measure, 
which  was  still  pending;  the  petitioners 
required  that  the  country  should  be  pro- 
tected against  the  consequences  of  the 
misconduct  of  a  weak,  rash«  and  infataated 
Administration.  It  was  not  difficult  to 
discover  the  motive  for  the  opposition 
now  given— it  was  to  screen  Government 
for  a  time  against  the  indigt^ation  of  a 
large  and  most  respectable  body  of  per- 
sons who  were  convinced  of  its  incapacity. 

Mr.  Serjeant  Best  contended,  that  the  Pe* 
tition  expressly  prayed  the  rejection  of  the 
Property-tax  Bill — [A  cry  of  *No,  oo!']. 
Whether  it  did  or  did  not,  was  a  matter 
of  very  little  conseqoence,  since  the  in- 
itrament  could  not  be  received,  as  it  was 
•couched  in  the  most  disrespectful  terms— 
the  first  two  lines  contained  a  most  gross 
and  infamous  libel  upon  the  House  and 
upon  the  constitntaon.  The  individuals 
who  have  signed  it  must  have  known  that 
it  could  not  be  received ;  and  he  could 
not  conceive  that  it  was  the  doty  of  any 
member  to  pceaent  a  petilioQ  designed  to 


insult  the  Houses     He  was  sure  the  House 
would  not  permit  it  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Whitbread  said,  that  the  learned 
member  could  not  be  sure  what  the  House 
would  do  with  the  Petition^  till  they  had 
come  to  a  vote.  The  learned  member  had 
not  yet  read  the  Petition,  and  yet  he  had 
termed  it  a  gross  libel.  He  hoped  to  find 
him  mistaken.  The  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  had  become  very  humoroua 
about  the  city  when  they  turned  against 
him :  at  other  times  they  were  Ibund 
very  useful  both  by  him  and  the  worthy 
alderman.  The  prayer  was  to  stop  the 
career  >of  ministers,  which  occasioned 
grievances,  and  would  bring  on  the  Pro- 
perty-tax. Nice  and  fine  distinctions 
should  be  avoided  respecting  the  receiving 
of  Petitions.  The  livery  were  most  un-> 
happy  in  their  representative,  who  aaid 
he  was  bound  to  present  the  Petition,  but 
yet  evinced  so  much  reluctance  in  doing 
his  duty.  If  he  was  their  representative 
in  Guildhall,  he  certainly  was  counsel 
against  them  in  that  House.  His  pleading 
against  the  Petition  was  even  more  able 
and  effectual  than  the  learned  Serjeant's ; 
and  surely,  had  he  seen  a  libel  such  as 
the  learned  Serjeant  mentioned,  he  would 
have  pounced  upon  it  at  once.  The 
House  would  not,  either  in  compliment 
to  him,  or  to  ministers,  do  so  ^violent  an 
act  as  to  reject  a  petition  which  the  worthy 
alderman  himself  said  came  from  a  body 
constitutionally  convened. 

Mr.  Peel  observed,  that  the  tax  was 
distinctly  stated,  and  then  came  a  prayer 
for  the  consideration  of  divers  matters,  in 
order  to  stop  the  career  of  rash  ministers. 
The  objection  to  the  Petitioua  did  not  pro- 
ceed from  any  desire  to  prevent  the  ex- 
pression of  the  petitioners'  sentiments, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  f  olea 
of  the  House. 

Mr,  Tierney  said,  that  there  were  two 
modes  of  presenting  petitions;  one  to 
obtain  its  reception,  and  the  other  to 
secure  its  rejection  by  the  House :  which 
the  worthy  baronet  had  adopted,  tha 
House  could  easily  determine.  The  Pe- 
tition complained  of  a  weak»  rash,  and 
infatuated  Administration,  that  had  re* 
sorted  to  an  odious  tax,  from  which  they 
hoped  to  have  been  free ;  but  the  prayer 
was  not  directed  against  the  tax,  what- 
ever ingenuity  might  be  displayed  to 
show  the  contrary.  If  there  were  any 
valid  objection,  it  could  not  have  hap- 
pened that  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
should  take  such  diSerent  grpuhds.    It 
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wa»true  that  the  name  of  the  Property- 
tax  was  mentioned*  but  the  aim  was 
against  the  members  of  the  Government. 
The  object  was  to  remove  the  present 
Government;  and  he  would  undertake, 
without  communication  with  theih,  that 
the  petitioners  would  be  fully  satis6ed  if 
that  object  were  accomplished.  He  took 
a  distinction  between  a  new  tax  and  the 
revival  of  an  old  tax,  and  doubted  whe- 
ther on  that  account  the  rule  in  the  pre- 
sent instance  could  be  applied— QLaughter 
from  ministers].  It  was  a  matter  well 
worth  consideration,  and  he  was  sorry  to 
■ee  that  the  grievous  complaints  of  the 
metropolis  of  the  empire,  'were  the  ridi- 
cule of  the  ministers.  This  technical 
objection  was  very  welcome  to  the  other 
side  of  the  House ;  it  was  a  good  expe- 
dient to  screen  unpopular  ministers  from 
public'  execration.  He  was  willing  to 
rest  the  whole  upon  this  point ;  whether 
the  citizens  of  London,  in  resolving  upon 
•  the  Petition,  meant  it  as  a  Petition  against 
the  Property-tax  ? 

Sir  W.  Curtis  said,  certainly. 

Mr.  WalUtct  said,  that  there  never  was 
a  stronger  ground  of  rejection.  The  Pe- 
tion  desired  the  consideration  of  the  pro- 
posed tax ;  and  it  grossly  misrepresented 
the  situation  and  character  of  the  House 
with  the  public. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  the  circumstance  that 
the  Petition  was  presented  by  the  worthy 
alderman,  was  prtmd  facie  evidence  that 
no  disrespect  was  intended  to  the  House. 
As  to  its  being  a  Petition  against  a  new 
lax,  it  was  to  be  considered,  in  the  first 
place,  that  the  Property-tax  was  not  a 
new  tax,  but  a  continuation  of  an  old 
tax,  which  alone  would  induce  him  to 
entertain  considerable  doubts  till  he  heard 
the  opinion  of  the  chair:  in  the  next 
place,  in  the  prayer  of  the  Petition  there 
was  not  a  word  of  the  tax,  which  was 
fnerely  mentioned  incidentally;  he  should 
therefore  vote  for  the  bringing  up  the  Pe- 
tition. Let  the  House  hear  what  it  wav; 
and  reject  it,  if  it  should  prove  improper. 
At  far  as  he  had  looked  at  it,  there  was  m 
it  that  which  he  did  not  concur  in,  and 
nothing  to  induce  him  to  regard  it  with 
much  favour;  but  the  objection  respecting 
the  tax  seemed  rather  a  stretch  of  the 
role. 

Lord  Campion  observed,  that  when  there 
was  a  doubt  as  to  the  meaning  of  a- peti- 
tion, ttie  natural  coarse  was  to  bring  it 
up  and  suffer  it  to  be  read.  There  was 
•ooifc«r  reaion  why  it  should  be  received. 


which  was,  that  it  was  said  to  be  ex* 
tremely  improper  for  the  House  to  re* 
ceive.  If  that  was  the  case,  he  should  be 
very  unwilling  that  it  should  be  got  rid 
of  simply  by  a  technical  objection. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  said,  that  the  usual  course 
was  to  call  on  the  member  who  presented 
the  petition,  to  read  the  prayer  of  it.  la 
that  prayer  there  was  nothing  to  be  ob« 
jecied  to.  The  House,  therefore,  should 
not  refuse  to  hear  the  Petition  read,  be* 
cause  a  member  who  unwillingly  pre* 
sented  it  quarrelled  with  some  of  its  sen- 
timents. 

Sir  IV,  Curiii  observed,  that  he  had 
entertained  doubts  as  to  the  admissibility 
of  the  Petition,  which  he  had  communi- 
cated to  the  right  hon.  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer,  who  entertained  more 
than  doubts  respecting  it.  He  had  com- 
municated, therefore,  his  doubts  to  the 
House,  but  be  did  not  wish  to  prejudice 
them  against  the  Petition. 

The  ChanceUor  of  the  Exchequer  md,  that 
if  the  Petition  was  against  the  minitlera 
and  their  measures  generally,  it  could  not 
be  objected  to ;  but  if  it  objected  to  certaia 
specific  measures,  of  which  the  Property - 
tax  was  one,  it  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  rule  of  the  House  to  receive  it. 
It  would  be  an  assistance  to  the  judgment 
of  the  House,  if  the  worthy  alderman 
would  state  more  folly  the  substance  of 
the  whole  Petition,  or  the  circumstancea 
which  took  place  when  it  was  agreed  to  ;— - 
as,  for  instance,  whether  any  mention  had 
been  made  of  the  Property-tax  at  the 
time. 

Mr.  Ponsonby  said,  he  had  never  wil« 
oessed  such  a  debate  as  the  present— tbo 
presenter  of  a  petition  diligently  finding 
objections  to  it,  and  the  minister  ferreting 
001  reasons  in  support  of  him.  Instead 
of  astuteness  in  finding  out  reasons  for 
rejection,  the  astuteness  would  be  bettor 
employed  in  diicofering  causes  for  re- 
citing a  petition.  He  did  not  understand 
a  petition  against  a  tax  by  implication* 
Probably  no  two  would  agree  on  the 
exact  point  of  objection.  The  rule  waa, 
not  to  receive  a  petition  against  a  tax 
proposed  for  the  ways  and  me^ns  of  the 
present  year ;  but,  then,  the  prayer  most 
distinctly  express  that  request.  Inference 
and  deduction  were  not  fair  grounds  of 
rejection.  He  had  seen  many  petitions 
more  ofienaive  than  the  present ;  bat  the 
House  ought  to  know  its  contents.  Were 
he  on  the  opposite  bench  in  such  a  case« 
he  aboyld  be  desirous  of  receiving  iu  . 
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Bit  W.  Vur$i$  moved,  thai  the  Pcstition 
b*  read,   ^ 

Mr.  H.  Swmur  was  in  favoor  of  reading 
it*  The  tax  might  be  so  introduced  as  to 
be  incidental  to  the  chief  object  of  the 
prayer.  Though  he  did  not  concur  in  the 
Vie  of  the  word  *  execration/  yet  he  did 
not  think  that  sufficient  to  exclude  it.  A 
general  courtesy  should  be  observed 
towards  petitions  when  they  were  not 
offensive,  or  when  particular  points  might 
be  liberally  construed.  He  should  vote 
against  the  rejection,  uriless  the  Speaker 
aaid  it  might  be  read  as  part  of  the  worthy 
alderman's  speech. 

The  i^ieaiber  observed,  that. the  member 
who  prea^^nted  a  petition  to  the  House  was 
bound  to  slate 'the  substance  of  it;  but  if 
'  Ibe  House  wished  to  hear  the  words,  the 
course  was»  that  the  clerk  at  the  table 
ahould  read  it.  As  to  the  rule  against 
fecetving  petitions  against  taxes,  it  clearly 
was,  that  no  petition  should  be  received 
against  any  tax  voted  in  the  committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  for  the  year. 

Tlie  Petition  was  then  presented  and 
read ;  setting  forth, 

**  That  the  petitioners,  having  bo  re- 
cently witnessed  the  marked  disregard 
ahown  to  the  petitions  from  the  City  of 
London,  and  those  of  the  nation  at  large, 
co«ld  not  fail  to  have  been  confirmed  in 
their  coovictien  of  the  corrupt  state  of  the 
repveaeDtation»  and  of  the  want  of  sym> 
pathy  in  the  House  with  the  feelings  and 
^nioiN  of  the  people;  and  that  these 
«0O8ideralioas  would,  under  circumstances 
of  lt;sa  importancei  have  deterred  the 
]>ettttonen  from  the  exercise  of  a  right 
•which  appears  to  have  been  rendered 
«iogatory ;  but,  hopeless  as  they  fear  it  is 
again  lo  addreM  the  House,  yet  at  a  crisis 
ao  momenSaus,  when  a  determination  has 
been  so  strongly  maihlested  by  the  minis- 
ters of  the  Crown  again  to  plunge  this 
devoted  country  into  the  horrors  of  war, 
the  petitioners  feel  it  to  be  an  imperious 
da^  lo  their  aaantry,  themselves,  and 
postarity^  to  use  every  constitutional 
Beaas  towards  averting  from  the  nation 
the  overwhelming  calamities  with  which 
k  is  meaaced ;  aad  that  they  have  seen, 
with  feelings  of  abhorrence,  the  declara- 
tions and  treaties  of  the  Allied  Powers, 
and  to  which  are  affixed  the  names  of 
British  mioisters,  wherein  are  avowed  and 
promulgated  the  monstroiis  aad  onheard- 
of  principles,  that  the  breach  of  aconven* 
ikm  by  a  Sovereign  destroys  the  onlv 
legal  thlaoQwhicbbiaaaialanoe  depended. 


places  him  without  the  pale  of  civil  and 
social  relations,  renders  him  liable  to  public 
vengeance,  and  that,  consequently,  there 
can  be  neither  peace  nor  truce  with  him  ; 
principles  revolting  to  the  feelings  of  civi- 
lized society,  repugnant  to  the    rigbta* 
liberties,  and  security  of  all  states,  and 
evincing  a  combination,  or  rather  a  con- 
spiracy,  which,  if  once  sanctioned,  would 
lead  to  consequences  the  most  dreadful 
and  alarming,  and  for  which  there  is  no 
parallel  rn  the  history  of  the  world  ;  and 
that,    recollecting    the    noble    sUuggles 
which  our  ancestors  have  made  for  re* 
establishing  and  preserving  their  liberties, 
recollecting  the  frequent  reformations  they 
have  made  in  the  Government,  that  they 
have  always  maintained    and  exercised 
this  right,  and  that  the  august  Family  now 
on  the  Throne  derived  the  right  to  the 
crown,  not  by  hereditary  claims,  hot  upon 
the  legitimate  foundation  of  all  aothority^ 
the  choice  of  the  people,  and  indignantly 
disclaiming,  as  our  ancestors  have  done, 
all  right  in  Foreign  Powers  to  interfere'in 
our    internal    concerns,    the    pelitionera 
cannot  but  consider  any  attempt  to  dictate 
to  Frante,  or  any  other  country,  the  form 
or  mode  of  its  government,  the  person  who 
shall  or  shall  not  be  at  the  head  of  sucb 
government,  or  in  any  way  to  interfere  in 
its  internal    policy  and    regulations,  as 
highly  impolitic  and  manifestly  onjost: 
The  petitioners,  therefore,  deprecate  any 
designs  to  involve  this  country  in  a  war 
for  such  an  object,  a  war  against  those 
principles  which  this  nation  has  always 
maintained  aad  acted  upon ;  and  that,  torn 
by  the  miseries  and  caiamities  of  the  late 
devastating  war,  still  tasting  the   bitter 
fruiu  of  that  protracted  conflict,  and  no 
means  having  been  adopted  to  leMeo  oar 
burthens,    by  those  necessary  retrench* 
ments  in  the  national  expenditure  so  ear- 
nestly and  so  repeatedly  called  for  by  the 
people,  but,  on  the  contrary,  an  Act  has 
been  passed  restricting  the  importation  *of 
corn,  by  which  a  tax  is  virtually  imposed 
of  several  millions  per  annum  upon  food, 
entailing  upon  us,  in  times  of  peace,  ope 
of  the  greatest  evils  produced  by  the  war : 
belbre,  therefore,  we  are    plunged  into 
another  war,  and  in  support  of  such  prin- 
ciples,   the    petitioners    might    ask  the 
House,   what    has  been  gained  by   the 
immense  sacrifieea  we  have  already  made ; 
and«  contemplating  the  disastroua  conae* 
quences  of  a  failure  in  this  new  contest 
the  people  have  a  right  to  demand,  what 
adfaals^  are  proposed  evea  iaibeeTant 
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of  ttf  success,  or,  at  least,  to  be  satisfied 
that  hostilities  are  unavoidable,  and  that 
every  means  of  honourable  and  fair  nego- 
ciatiou  hafe  been  exerted  and  proved 
iucfFtfCtual ;  for  to  enter  into  such  a  contest 
in  the  present  state  of  the  country,  with 
all  our  national  funds  mortgaged  lo  their 
utmost  bearing,  and  that  without  an  effort 
at  nf*gociation,  or  to  refuse  to  conclude  a 
Treaty  with  any  Power  under  the  pre- 
sumption that  such  Treaty  may  at  some 
remote  period  be  broken,  appears  to  us  an 
act  of  insanity,  putting  to  hazard  not  only 
the  property  and  happiness  of  families, 
but  even  the  very  existence  of  the 
British  empire,  and  tending  to  exclude 
for  ever  from  the  world  the  blessings  of 
peace;  and  that,  were  the  impolicy  of 
a  nf>w  war  upon  such  principles  and 
under  such  circumstances  at  all  doubtful, 
or  were  governments  at  all  to  be  bene- 
fited by  the  result  of  experiencei  the 
petitioners  need  but  retail  to  their  recol- 
lection  the  memorable  Manifesto  of  the 
duke  of  Brunswick  at  the  commencement 
of  the  late  conflict ;  a  manifesto  which 
had  the  ellect  of  arousing  and  uniting  all 
the  energies  of  the  French  nation,  and 
gave  that  victorious  impulse  to  her  arms 
which  endangered  the  liberties  of  Europe; 
the  petitioners  need  but  call  to  recollec- 
tJon«  that,  during  the  progress  of  that  war^ 
notwithstanding  the  immense  sacrifice  of 
British  blood,  and  the  wanton  waste 
of  British  treasure  lavished  in  subsidizing 
allies  to  fight  in  their  own  cause,  the 
petitioners  have  not  unfrequently  seen 
those  powem  who  entered  the  contest  iu 
alliance  with  us,  abandon  that  alliance, 
and  join  the  league  with  France*  endea* 
Touring  to  exclude  us  from  the  continent 
of  Europe;  that,  after  all  our  sacrifices 
and  all  our  exertions  in  the  common  cause, 
we  failed  to  procure  from  one  sovereign 
that  tribute  to  humanity,  the  abolition  of 
the  Slave-trade,  and  beheld  another 
monarch  commence  his  career  by  re- 
establishing the  Inouisition,  persecuting 
the  best  patriots  of  the  country,  and  even 
prohibiting  the  introduction  of  British 
manufactures  into  bis  dominions;  and 
that  the  petitioners  ever  have  been,  and 
now  are,  ready  to  support  the  honour,  the 
character,  and  the  interests  of  the  British 
empire,  and  to  resist  every  act  of  aggres- 
sion ;  but  seeing  all  the  consequences  of 
the  late  war,  looking  at  the  depressed 
state  of  the  country,  the  burthens  and 
privations  of  the  people,  the  financial 
tlifiicuUies,  the  uncertainty  and  hazards  of 
(VOL.  XXX.) 


war,  seeing  likewise  that  France  has  dis- 
claimed all  intention  of  interfering  in  the 
concerns  of  other  nations,  that  she  has 
declared  her  determination  to  adhere  to 
the  Treaty  of  Paris,  that  she  has  made 
pacific  overtures  to  the  different  Allied 
Powers,  has  already  abolished  the  Slave- 
trade»  and  given  other  indications  of  re^ 
turning  to  principles  of  equity  and  mode- 
ration, and  holding,  as  the  petitioners  do, 
all  wars  to  be  unjust,  unless  the  injury 
sustained  is  clearly  defined,  and  redreu 
by  uegociation  cannot  be  obtained,  and 
more  particularly  holding  in  abhorrence 
all  attempts  to  dictate  to«  or  interfere  with 
other  natioiu  iu  their  internal  concerns, 
they  cannot  but  protest  against  the  re- 
newal of  hostilities,  as  founded  neither  in 
justice  or  necessity ;  and  that  it  is  witfji 
feelings  of  indignation  they  perceive  his 
Majesty's  ministers  have  propbsed  the 
renewal  of  that  most  gallingi  oppressive* 
and  hateful  inquisition — the  tax  upon 
income ;  an  inquisition  which  had,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  universal  execration  it 
had  excited,  been  reluctantly  abandoned, 
and  which  the  petitioners  had  hoped  could 
never  have  been  again  renewed,  at  leas^ 
during  the  existence  of  that  generation 
who  remember  its  oppressions;  and 
praying  the  House  to  take  these  matters 
into  their  most  serious  consideration,  and 
that  they  would  interpose  their  authority 
to  stop  a  weak,  rash,  and  infatuated  Admi- 
nistration in  their  mad  and  frightful  career, 
and  adopt  such  measures  as  may  best 
preserve  the  peace  and  promote  the  pro* 
sperily  of  the  nation/' 

Sir  W.  Curiii  moved,  that  the  petitioo 
do  lie  on  the  table* 

The  dumeellcT  qf  ike  Exdtcquer  observed, 
that  if  any  doubt  remained  on  the  minds 
of  the  House,  it  must  now  be  completely 
removed.  The  petition  was  directly 
against  the  renewal  of  the  Property-tax* 
The  petition  went  through  a  variety  of 
natter,  stating  different  grounds  of  com^ 
plaint  involving  the  Property-tax,  and 
concluded  by  praying  ihe  House  to  take 
those  matters  into  consideration,  and  to 
interpose  iu  authority.  Althoogh  it  was 
desirable  to  throw  the  doors  wide  open  to 
petitions,  he  thought  the  present  was  not 
entitled  to  be  received* 

Mr.  Abercrcmbie  thought  that  this  peti« 
tion  contained  two  distinct  propositions. 
The  first  was  a  sort  of  apology  for  coming 
to  that  House  after  the  little  attention  that 
bad  lately  been  paid  to  petitions.  Upon 
this  point  tie  must  say,  that  he  belieVtd 
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that    the    inattention    which    had    been 
evinced  in  the  coarse  of  the  present  ses- 
tioH,  not  only  to  the  petitions  of  the  city 
«f  Lohdon,  bat  to  the  petitions  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people  of  this  country, 
was    altogether    unprecedented    in    the 
annals  of  parliament.     Upon  the  other 
point,  it  appeared  as  if  it  was  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  House  to  construe  their  rules 
as  strictly  as  possible  against  the  peti* 
tioners.     The  whole  of  the  petition  was 
an  argament  against  the  conduct  of  mi- 
nisters, in  plunging  the  country  into  a 
war,  which   appeared  to  the  petitioners 
unnecessary  and  improper,  at  least  before 
the  experiment  of  negociation  had  been 
tried.     The  fact  respecting  the  renewal 
of  the  Property-tax  was  only  stated  inci- 
dentally, and  as  a  consequence  of  that 
conduct  ^of  ministers  of  which  they  com- 
plained ;    for  how  could  the  subject  of  the 
renewal  of  the  war  be  considered,  without 
the  mind  being  at  once  turned  to  the  re» 
newal  of  the  Property -tax  ?    Technical 
rules,  he  thought,  should  not  be  strictly 
applied  to  such  a  momentous  subject,  and 
especially  to  a  petition  coming  from  the 
largest  city  in  his  Majesty's  dominions. 
.  Mr.  Serjeant  Ben  opposed  the  receiving 
the  petition,  on  what  he  conceived  to  be 
much  higher  grounds  than  those  suggested 
by  the  hon.  baronet.     He  should  put  it 
to  the  House,  whether  they  would  submit 
to  be  told  by  any  petitioners,  that  they 
were  not  in  the  habit  of  listening  to  peti- 
tions from  the  people.     Every  body  who 
vvas  at  all  in  the  habit  of  attending  the 
House,   and  witnessing  its   proceedings, 
must  know  that  this  was  a  most  false  and 
infamous  misrepresentation.     It  was  well 
knowp,  that  as  to  the  particular  point,  the 
Property -tax,  the  House  had  in  the  course 
of   the    present  session  received   a  vast 
number  of  petitions,— bat  under  other  cir- 
^comstances,    and    when    such    petitions 
could  be  received  without  violating  their 
established  rules  and  usages.     Could  it 
then  be  said,  that  the  House  paid  no  at- 
tention to  those  petitions,  or  could  it  be 
denied  that  those  petitions  had  a  consider- 
able influence  ?   An  hon.  gentleman  had 
isked,  was  it  decent  for  the  House  to 
reject  the  petition  of  the  City  of  London, 
on  such  grounds  as  had  beeix  suggested  ? 
He  should  ask,  was  it  decent  in  the  City 
of  London  to  ulk  to  that  Houie  of  the 
corrupt  state  of  the  representation?    If 
such  language  had  come  from  a  small 
obscure  place  in  the  country,  he  should 
Bot  by  any  means  feel  so  strong  an  objec- 


tion, as  he  did  from  its  coming  from 
the  City  of  London.  If  it  was  stated,  that 
petitions  from  so  respectable  a  body  a9 
the  City  of  London  were  entitled  to  pecu- 
liar attention,  then  he  would  say,  that  it 
became  that  body  to  be  attentive  to  us^ 
proper  and  decent  language  in  their 
petitions.  He  wished  distinctly  to  express* 
that  his  reason  for  voting  for  the  rejection 
of  the  petition,  was  not  that  it  was  a  peti- 
tion against  a  money  bill,  but  because 
he  conceived  that  in  its  language  it  was  e 
gross  insult  to  the  House. 

Sir  Francis  Burdctt  saw  nothing  in  the 
language  of  this  petition  that  was  stronger 
than  what  had  been  used  in  many  peti» 
tions  which  had  been  received  by  that 
House.  As  to  the  charges  which  it  con- 
tained against  the  system  of  representa- 
tion by  which  the  House  was  now  coa« 
stituted,  he  apprehended  the  rejection  of 
the  petition  would  have  rather  the  efiect 
of  impressing  those  opinions  more  gene- 
rally on  the  minds  of-  the  people  out  of 
doors. 

Mr.  Grfiife// oppoaed  the  reception  of 
the  petition,  as  he  conceived  that  the 
language  used  in  it  was  untrue,  and  in- 
tended as  an  insult  to  that  House. 

Mr.  Lyttelton  said,  that  if  the  petition 
was  rejected  on  the  grounds  on  which  it 
was  opposed,  it  would  afford  a  precedent 
most  fatal  to  the  right  of  petition. 

Mr.  Wortky  thought  the  petition  was 
merely  to  be  considered  as  a  petition 
against  the  Administration,  and  not  as  par- 
ticularly directed  against  the  Property- 
tax. 

Mr.  Lockhart  said,  that  he  conceived 
the  petition  was  highly  disrespectful.  It 
accused  the  House  of  totally  neglecting  its 
duties,  and  contained  such  sentiments  as 
ought  not  tp  be  received  from  any  place, 
and  least  of  all  from  the  City  of  London.  If 
a  petition  containing  such  sentiments  was 
received  from  the  City  of  London,  it  would 
be  an  example  to  any  other  place,  that 
might  feel  disposed  to  address  the  House 
in  unbecoming  language. 

Mr.  Alderman  Atldna  said,  that  the 
petition  contained  language  which  he  was 
sorry  to  see  in  a  petition  from  the  City 
of  London ;  but  it  was  the  language  of 
those  who  had  been  habiiually  opposing 
every  measure  of  Government*  He  was 
convinced  the  sentiments  were  far  from 
being  those  of  the  majority  of  the  livery 
of  London.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
receive  the  petition.  He  thought  it  be- 
neath their  dignity  to  reject  the  petition^ 
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when  be  could  asiore  them  that  it  con- 
taiued  only  the  sentiments  of  a  small 
ninority  of  the  li?ery  of  London. 

Mr.  Alderman  C  Srniih  said,  that  the 
last  speaker  had  made  use  of  the  oddest 
argoment  for  receiviog  the  petition  that 
could  be  conceived.  Now,  he  thoo|(ht 
that  instead  of  its  being  received  for  being 
the  laqguage  of  a  few*  and  bein^  against 
the  sentiments  of  the  majority,  it  should 
therefore  be  rejected  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Fmtom  said,  that  as  it  was  stated, 
to  be  the  legal  petition  of  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen,  and  Liverymen,  it  should  be 
treated  with  respect  m  such«  He  there- 
fore supported  the  motion. 

Mr.  H,  Sumner  said,  that  he  bad  deli- 
vered his  opinion,  that  the  petition  should 
not  be  rejected  on  account  of  technica* 
lities ;  but  he  would  now  vote  that  it  be 
not  received  on  much  stronger  grounds. 
The  first  paragraph  contained,  he  con- 
ceived, the  most  scandalous  libel  that  could 
be  uttered  against  the  House.  The  insult 
was  the  grojuer,  on  account  of  coming 
from  the  City  of  London.  It  was  not  be- 
cause the  City  of  London  was  great,  that 
dtrespectful  language  towards  that  House 
should  be  received  from  it.  The  City  of 
London  bad  petitioned  against  the  Corn 
Bill,  and  had  prophesied  that  if  the  Bill 
ahould  be  passed,  corn  would  immediately 
be  above  SOi.  It  was  no  ^reat  disparage- 
ment to  the  House,  that  it  did  not  yield 
to  the  prayer,  nor  believe  in  the  prophecy 
of  that  petition.  An  hon.  alderman  had 
said,  that  the  sentiments  of  this  petition 
were  only  the  sentiments  of  a  few  of  the 
liverymen.  He  should  then  ask,  where 
were  the  many  ?  Were  they  present,  or 
were  they  not  present  ?  If  they  were  ab- 
•ent,  why  were  they  absent ;  and  if  they 
were  present,  why  did  they  not  express 
their  sentiments  by  their  vote^  ?  If  those 
were  really  the  sentiments  of  only  a  few 
of  the  livery,  he  should  like  to  see  their 
signatures,  that  he  might  know  who  they 
were,  and  what  was  their  situation  in  life. 

Mr.  W.  Smith  observed,  that  if  what 
had  been  stated. about  the  representation 
•was  to  be  considered  an  insult  to  the 
House,  he  did  not  know  in  what  manner 
a  petition  for  parliamentary  reform  could 
be  drawn,  without  stating  what  the  peti* 
tioners  complained  of  in  the  present  mode 
of  representation.  As  the  objection  to 
the  petition  seemed  at  present  mainly 
grounded  on  the  first  paragraph,  whicn 
conveyed  imputations  against  the  House ; 
be  should  read  a  pauage  from  a  petition 
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which  bad  been  presented,  and  which 
had  been  received  and  entered  on  the. 
Journals.  This  petition  stated  —  that 
many  members  of  the  House  of  Commons 
were  appointed  by  the  direct  authority 
of  the  Executive  Government,  or  by 
powerful  individuals  or  bodies  of  men  ;«• 
that  innumerable  illegal  returns  were  pro* 
cured  by  bribery ;— and  th^t  a  House  of 
Commoiu  so  constituted  could  not  be  con- 
sidered as  a  true  representative  of  the 
national  will  or  a  faithful  guardian  of  the 
interests  of  the  people.  If  in  the  case  of 
that  petition  such  language  was  not  con- 
sidered  as  a  sufficient  ground  for  rejecting 
it,  the  language  of  that  which  had  been 
just  read,  could  not  afibrd  any  objectioa 
to  its  being  received, 

Mr.  hartHg  obserred,  that  the  ground 
on  which  the  petition  was  objected  to  bad 
been  shifted  by  its  opponents.  Hundreds 
of  petitions  had  been  presented  against 
the  passing  of  the  Com  Bill,  which  had 
not  been  attended  to;  and  some  of  those 
petitions  had  stated  that  the  opinions  of 
the  petitioners  of  the  neccMity  of  a  reform 
in  the  represenution  would  be  confirmed 
if  that  Bill  passed.  The  imputation  of 
the  liverymen  had  therefore  some  foon* 
dation,  and  he  did  not  believe  it  would 
have  been  at  all  objected  to,  if  it  had  not 
been  coupled  with  disrespectful  language 
towards  the  Administration. 

Mr.  Uaihurti  said,  he  would  oppose  the 
reception  of  the  petition,  on  the  ground  of 
its  being  a  petition  against  the  Property- 
tax. 

Mr.  Forbes  said,  the  only  thing  to  be 
regretted  upon  this  occasion  was,  that 
there  should  have  been  so  much  discus- 
sion. Had  the  petition  been  received 
quietly,  and  laid  upon  the  table,  he  had 
no  doubt  but  the  petitioners  would  have 
been  extremely  disappointed* 

The  House  then  divided : 

For  the  motion...«....««.«M**««*««    59 

Against  it • 107 

Majority • ..•••  —-48 

PaopxaTT  Tax  Bill.]  On  the  motion 
of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  that 
the  House  should  resolve  into  a  committee 
on  the  Property-tax  Bill, 

General  Geacoyae  rose,  pursuant  to 
notice,  to  move  for  the  non-extension  of 
the  tax  to  oflkers  of  the  army  and  navy« 
while  on  foreign  service.  It  was  neces- 
sary, that  that  description  of  oersons,  after 
the  long  contest  in  wnich  we  oad  been  en- 
gaged, aDd  which  we  weic  now  about  to 
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reneWfSbould  have  some  relief.  To  exempt 
tbem  altogether  from  the  operations  of  the 
Bill  was  not  what  he  intended  to  propose; 
neither  would  he  submit  his  motion  at  all 
to^the  House,  if  he  did  not  feel  confident 
that  there  was  not  one  who  heard  him  that 
would  say  it  was  a  case  that  did  not  merit 
attention.     In  order,  however,  to  convince 
the  House  of  the  pariicular  claims  which 
that  description  of  persons  had  on  their 
consideration,  he  would  define  the  situa- 
tions in  which  officers  of  the  army  were 
placed.     He  would  not  state  the  distinct 
pay  or  allowance ;  but  a  captain  when  be 
was  sent  on  foreign  service  was  allowed 
22/.;  a  subaltern  8/.  15$.;  outof  thismoney 
they  were  under  the  necessity  of  providing 
clothes  and  camp  equipage,  the  expenses 
of  which  were  frequently  so  great  that 
a  captain  could  not  take  the  field  under  SOL 
and  a  subaltern  under  30/.    This  hardship 
bad,  indeed,  been  represented  to  Govern- 
ment, and  it  was  then  thought  proper  to 
give  the  officerstwo  months  pay  in  advance. 
But  even  with  this  benefit,  what  was  the 
situation  of  the  army  in  the  Peninsula  ? 
For  six  months  afterwards  they  did  not 
receive  a  farthing.     Where  a  considerable 
body  of  troops  was  marched  into  a  foreign 
country,  the  price  of  provisions  was  gene- 
rally double,  and  they  usually  gave  100 
to  200  dollars  for  a  mule,  which  they  must 
either    provide    or  leave  their    baggage 
behind.     It  was  not,  however,  to  be  sup- 
posed, that  they  could  supply  themselves 
with  all  requisites  from  their  pay  alone : 
they    were  frequently   obliged   to  draw 
upon  the  their  friends,  and  to  distress  their 
families.      There    was,  besides,  the  loss 
which  they  suffered  from  the  difiTerence  of 
exchange.      The   exchange  against  this 
country  was  at  this  time  25  per  cent.;  so 
that,  upon  every  100/.  for  which  an  officer 
dreWi,  be  wasT subject  to  a  loss  of  351. ;  25/. 
for  tbe  difiTerence  of  exchange,  and  10/.  for 
the  Property-tax.    Surely,  then,  if  there 
was  any  description  of  men  entitled  to  the 
regard  and  consideration  of  that  House,  it 
was  the  officers  of  the  army  and  navy ; 
men  who  held  their  tenure  of  life  only 
from  day  to  day,  and  with  whose  deaths, 
as  they  could  not  insure  their  lives  for  the 
benefit  of  their  families,  all  the  capital 
which  they  bad  expended  in  their  pro- 
fession generally    expired.    The    motion 
which  he  intended  to  submit  to  the  House 
was  extracted  from  the  Records  of  Parlia- 
ment in  the  time  of  William  and  Mary. 
|n   the    year   I()95,   a   contribution     was 
/ajsed  upon  the   country,  as   similar -as 
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could  be  to  the  tax  now  before  the  House  ; 
it  applied  to  profit^  of  every  description, 
but  exempted  the  army  and  navy.  He 
wished  the  House,  however,  to  consider 
the  differirnt situations  of  our  military  and 
naval  officers  at  this  time.  In  1695,  the 
pay  of  a  lieut.-colonel  was  175.  per  diem — . 
the  very  same  pay  which  they  received  at 
present.  But,  if  the  calculation  of  sir 
George  Shuckburgh  was  correct,  namely, 
that  8s.  9d.  in  1700,  was  equal  to  I/,  in 
1803,  how  much  more  were  tbe  officers  of 
the  army  and  navy  entitled  to  exemption 
at  this  period  ?  They  had  formerly  de- 
rived $ome  advantage  from  what  were 
called  Stock-purses,  but  this  benefit  no 
longer  existed.  On  going  abroad,  they 
were  obliged  to  make  certain  allowances 
to  their  families ;  and  many  of  those  who 
had  fought  in  the  Peninsula  were,  after* 
wards  seiit  to  America,  and  bad  not  yet 
received  their  arrears. — He  would  next 
advert  to  the  Colonial  service,  which  was 
by  no  means  pleasing  to  the  army.  So 
great,  indeed,  was  their  dislike  of  it,  that 
it  was  recently  a  usual  practice,  in  ex« 
changing  on  Colonial  service,  to  make  a 
difference  in  price  from  500/.  to  1000/. 
for  what  was  only  intrinsically  worth 
1,500/.  Nor  was  this  to  be  wondered  at 
when  we  considered  the  eftects  of  foreign 
climates  on  difierent  regiments.  The 
1 8th  regiment  of  foot  was  composed  of 
54  officers,  and  1000  men;  but  in  tb^ 
space  of  eight  years  and  a  half,  it  lost 
7 1  officers,  and  upwards  of  2000  men.  A 
resident  in  the  Colonies,  though  only  for 
temporary  affiiirs,  was  not  liable  to  the 
Property  duty ;  be  might  stay  there  for 
three  years,  and  then  send  his  property 
to  this  country,  which  was  not  subject  to 
taxation:  but  officers  of  the  army  and 
navy  who  remained  abroad  for  ten  years, 
and  were  frequently  under  the  necessity 
of  selling  their  commissions  on  their 
return,  were  not  entitled  to  any  exemption. 
As  far  as  he  had  been  able  to  ascertain,  the 
deduction  for  Property -tax  on  the  pay  of 
officers  in  a  regiment  of  1000  men  was 
780/. ;  so  that,  supposing  100  battalions  of 
1000  strong,  the  whole  would  amount  to 
68,000/.  per  annum.  It  was  necessary 
also  to  state,  that  when  an  officer  waa 
ordered  abroad  to  join  his  regiment,  he 
was  assisted  with  a  sum  of  money  to  take 
his  passage.  The-'usual  sum  for  a  captain 
who  was  appointed  to  a  regiment  in  tbe 
Wen  Indies,  was  28/. ;  but  the  price  o( 
the  cabin  was  50/.,  and  it  generally  ap- 
peared, on  his  first  landing  there,  that  th« 
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whole  of  his  expenies  afnoanted  to  lOOU 
instead  of  28/.  Hafing  detailed  theie 
striking  facts,  he  would  not  occopy  the 
attention  of  the  House  any  longer  with 
respect  to  the  army  :  and  he  would  leare 
the  subjecti  as  far  as  it  related  to  the  navy, 
to  the  hon.  admiral  Who  intended  to  second 
bis  motion.  He  felt  persuaded  there  was 
no  gentleman  who  would  not  think  the 
officers  of  the  army  and  nayy  entitled 
to  the  consideration  and  liberality  of  the 
House :  if  the  smallest  doobt  existed  in 
tny  mind,  it  most  arise  from  the  manner 
in  which  he  had  expressed  himself,  and 
not  from  the  merits  of  the  case.  There 
was  not  one  person  out  of  doors,  whether 
be  were  a  merchant  a  stock-broker,  a 
land-holder,  or  any  other  description,  who 
would  not  be  glad  to  see  that  a  distinction 
bad  been  made  In  this  case.  The  army 
and  navy  had  always  deserved  well  of 
their  country ;  but  they  were  more  en- 
titled to  our  consideration  at  this  period, 
than  they  were  to  that  of  our  ancestors  in 
1695.  He  should,  therefore,  conclude 
with  moving,  "  That  it  be  an  Instruction 
to  the  Committee,  to  amend  the  Act,  by 
exempting  from  the  operation  of  the  Tax 
on  Property,  the  p^y  of  such  military  and 
naval  officers,  as  are  actually  mustered 
on  foreign  service,  and  not  otherwise.'' 

Sir  CharUs  Pole  rose  to  second  the  mo- 
tion. He  said,  that  the  observations  which 
the  gallant  officer  had  made  with  regard 
to  the  army  applied  in  a  double  ratio  to 
the  navy.  In  the  equipment  of  a  ship,  the 
necessaries  they  were  obliged  to  provide 
amounted  to  almost  as  much  as  the  ex- 
penses incurred  by  any  person  beginning 
a  new  establishment.  He  bad  thought 
that  the  renewal  of  the  Property- tax  was 
necessary  under  the  present  situation  of 
the  country,  but  that  certain  modifications 
ought  to  have  been  adopted.  As  to  the 
measure  now  proposed,  he  did  not  think  it 
went  far  enough.  In  looking  at  the  esti- 
mates which  had  been  lately  nobmitted  to 
the  House,  it  most  alarm  any  man  to  add 
to  the  burthens  of  the  people ;  but  he  was 
quite  sure  that  great  savings  might  be 
made  in  several  departments  of  the  navy, 
especially  with  regard  to  superannuations 
on  the  civil  service.  Government  had 
acted  with  great  liberality  in  augmenting 
the  half-pay  of  naval  officers;  but  it  went 
at  this  moment  to  make  the  full  pay  and 
balf-pay  so  nearly  on  a  par,  that  there  was 
only  a  difference  of  3/.  in  the  pay  of  a 
Heulenant  of  the  navy.  In  the  pay  of  a 
purser  there  was  no  diflbrence  at  all.    He 


considered  it  necessary,  therefore,  to  re- 
vise tho  state  of  the  full  and  ha)f-pay, 
particularly  as  superannuated  officers  were 
now  receiving  within  401,  of  their  full 
salary.  On  these  accounu,  he  should  sup* 
port  the  motion. 

General  Grotvenor  expressed  his  heartjr 
and  entire  concurrence  in  what  had  fallen 
from  his  hon.  friend  who  made  the  mo- 
tion. 

General  Harvey  having  himself  expe- 
rienced many  of  the  disadvantages  which 
the  hon.  general  who  proposed  the  motion 
had  detailed,  could  not  withhold  his  com* 
plete  acquiescence  in  the  motion* 

The  Chaneeliar  of  the  Exchequer  expressed 
his  opinion,  that  the  arguments  of  his  gal- 
lant friend  applied  rather  to  some  general 
revision  of  the  naval  and  military  service, 
than  to  the  specific  motion  which  he  had 
brought  forward.    With  respect  to  the 
clause  which  bad  been  introduced  .in  the 
time  of  kins  William,  he  willingly  ad- 
mitted that  the  pay  was  higher  then  than 
now;  but  it  should  also  be  recollected, 
how  very  different  the  service  of  the  army 
was  in  the'  two  periods.     In  the  reign  of 
king  Willhim  their  service  was  only  oc- 
casional, and  no  half-pay  was  established; 
consequently,  it  was  desirable  that  their 
reward  should  be  not  only  a  compensation 
for  actual  duty,  but,  as  far  as  might  bo 
practicable,   a  provision*  for  the   future. 
The  gallant  general  had  alluded  ^to  the 
case  of  civil  officers  in  the  Colonies,  at 
being  exempted  from  the  operation  of  the 
Property- tax;  but  be  could  assure  him  that 
they  enjoyed  no  such  exemption,  where 
they  derived  their  salaries  from  this  conn- 
try.    Those  who  drew  colonial  allowances 
were  of  course  exempt,  because  Parlia- 
ment did  not  think  it  expedient  to  extend 
the  operation  of  the  Act  to  our  Colonies. 
With  respect  to  the  relief  which  officers 
would  derive,  in  any  hardships  they  might 
now  sustain,  byi  exempting  them  from  the 
Property-tax,  be  thought  it  would  be  tery 
inadequate  ;  and,  besides,  the  House  would 
surely  feel  the  delicacy  of  extending  that 
description  of  relief  to  a  particular  class 
of  individuals.    The  very  principle  upon 
which  the  tax  was  recommended,  in  some 
degree,  to  public  favour,  was  its  universal 
operation  ;  and  to  exempt  the  army  and 
navy  would  neither  be  beneficial  to  the 
public  service,  nor  conducive,  in  his  ap- 
prehension, to  their  honour.     If  the  pro- 
position were  entertained,  in  respect  to 
them,  many  other  classes,   the   inferior 
clergy  for  instance,  whose  profiu  were 
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equally  contingent  and  precarious,  might 
justly  claim  the  same  exemption.  Bat  the 
House  had  determined,  and  wisely,  in  his 
opinion,  that  no  modifiifation  of  the  tax 
should  take  place,  distinguishing  perma- 
nent from  temporary  profits;  and  even  if 
such  an  exemption  in  favour  of  the  army 
and  navy  were  thought  necessary  on  ge- 
neral grounds,  the  present  occasion  was 
the  very  last  in  which  he  should  recom- 
mend it.  The  tax  was  now  to  be  revived, 
without  any  alterations  or  inquiries,  which 
would  only  perplex  the  collecting  of  iu 
It  was  to  be  given  to  the  public  again 
simply  in  the  form  to  which  the  public 
had  been  accustomed;  and,  with  that 
view,  as  soon  as  the  Hpuse  should  have 
disposed  of  the  question  then  before  it,  it 
was  his  intention  to  submit  a  proposition, 
which  would  simplify  the  operation  of 
the  tax.  It  was,  that  the  assessments  of 
last  year  should  be  the  basis  of  the  present 
one.  Parties  would  not  be  called  upon  to 
make  any  fresh  returns,  but  merely  to  pay 
the  same  amount  as  they  paid  the  pre- 
ceding year,  unless  where  they  might 
think  themselves  aggrieved.  This  pro- 
position, he  was  happy  to  say,  .had  met 
with  the  approbation  of  all  to  whom  he 
had  communicated  it.  At  first  he  thought 
it  might  diminish  the  produce  of  the  tax ; 
but  upon  consulting  with  those  who  were 
better  acquainted  with  its  details  than  him- 
self, they  were  of  opinion  that  it  would 
have  no  such  effect*  That  principle,  had 
been  adopted  since  the  year  18()6,  in 
taking  the  assessments  upon  landed  pro- 
perty, no  fresh  returns  being  called  for : 
but  in  commercial  property,  which  was 
necessarily  fluctuating,  cases  might  occur 
in  which  it  would  be  necessary  to  make 
a  reduction.  Those,  however,  were  not 
numerous  enough  to  create  any  solid  ob- 
jection to  the  arrangement.  With  respect 
to  the  motion  of  the  bon.  general,  he 
thought  its  objects  would  be  better  effected 
by  bringing  the  subjects  under  the  notice 
of  Pitrliamentf  when  the  army  and  navy 
estimates  were  before  the  House,  instead 
of  that  indirect  and  collateral  mode. 

Mr.  Serjeant  0/ulaw  entirely  concurred 
in  the  opinions  of  the  hon.  mover,  and 
thought  them  not  at  all  weakened  by  the 
reply  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
)t  wag  to  be  remembered  that  when  an 
officer  fell  in  the  service  of  bis  country, 
his  commission,  perhaps  his  only  provision, 
^as  immediately  lost  to  his  family.  The 
House  had  been  flattered  with  hopes  that 
Ihe  approaching  war  would  be  but  of  short 
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duration.  Such  a  result,  however  desira- 
ble, might  be  very  disadvantageous  to 
military  men,  as  they  would  be  put  to  all 
the  necessary  expenses  of  an  outfit,  with  a 
less  chance  of  remuneration.  He  held  it 
due  to  the  honour  of  the  House,  as  well  as 
to  that  of  the  country  at  large,  to  express, 
in  the  most  decided  manner,  the  just  sense 
entertained  by  them  of  the  services  of  the 
army. 

Lord  Palmenten  wished  to  offer  a  very 
few  words  upon  what  had  been  urged  by 
the  hon.  mover,  and  ',the  bon.  and  learned 
gentleman  who  spoke  last.  He  appre- 
hended, in  the  first  place,  that  it  was  an 
entire  misconception  to  suppose  that  offi- 
cers were  less  able  to  provide  for  them* 
selves  and  families  on  foreign  service  than 
at  home-  The  fact  was,  that  on  foreign 
stations  they  were  much  more  advantage- 
ously situated,  as,  in  addition  to  their  or- 
dinary full  pay,  they  were  at  no  expense 
for  quarters,  they  drew  rations  from  the 
magazines  both  for  themselves  and  their 
servants,  and  obtained  forage  for  their 
horses.  It  had  been  observed  that  long 
arrears  were  sometimes  due,  viz.  for  six  or 
twelve  months,  but  this  was  only  an  ad- 
ditional proof  that  the  vicomes  of  officers 
were  much  improved  abroad,  as  they  had 
been  particularly  in  the  peninsular  war- 
fare, or  it  would  have  been  impossible  for 
them  to^  have  given  such  long  credit  to 
Government  With  respect  to  the  hard- 
ship alluded  to  by  an  bon.  and  learned 
gentleman,  when  officers  purchased  their 
commissions  and  were  killed  in  battle,  or 
died  on  foreign  service,  he  could  only  say, 
that  though  it  might  be  an  act  of  liberality 
to  allow  their  families,  to  dispose  of  their 
commissions,  it  would  be  an  act  of  great 
injustice  to  the  corps.  Many  cases,  how- 
ever, had  occurred,  in  which,  the  families 
of  officers  being  left  in  great  distress, 
grants  were  made  to  them  in  addition 
to  the  usual  allowances.  He  certainly 
thought,  if  any  distinction  was  to  be  made, 
the  officers  serving  at  home  were  most 
entitled  to  it. 

Mr.  Abercrombie  confessed  that  he  thought 
thh  arguments  of  the  right  hon.  gentleman 
opposite  were  unanswerable  against  the 
proposition  of  introducing  any  clause  to 
exempt  particular  classes  from  the  opera- 
tion of  the  Property-tax.  As  long  as  the 
the  measure  should  be  deemed  necessary, 
its  operation  ought  to  be  uniform,  reserr- 
ing  the  power  only,  if  in  the  course  of 
time  it  should  unfortunately  be  made  a 
permvient  imposti  to  consider  how  far  U 
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might  then  be  expedient*  to  introdoce 
modifications.  He  aereed  with  the  noble 
lord,  that  if  any  description  of  officers  were 
more  pecaliarfy  entitled  to  the  considera- 
tion of  GrOTernment  than  another,  it  was 
those  who  were  placed  upon  the  home 
service ;  and,  the  refore,if  the  House  enter- 
tained the  proposition  of  the  gallant  ge- 
neral at  all,  it  ought  to  be  reversed  in  its 
application.  He  had  briefly  stated  his 
opinions,  because,  if  the  question  were 
pressed  to  a  division,  he  should  be  com- 
pelled to  rote  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Forba  supported  thi^  motion,  and, 
adverting  to  the  situation  of  the  navy  on 
foreign  stations,  especially  the  East  Indies, 
expressed  a  wish  that  some  practicable 
mode  eould  be  devised  for  enabling  the 
sailors  to  receive  their  pay  through  the 
medium  of  the  Ewt  India  Company.  At 
present,  the  only  way  they  could  obtain 
it  was,  by  taking  slops  of  the  pprser  at 
nearly  double  their  value,  and  turning 
them  into  money  by  afterwards  selling 
them  at  one  half. 

Mr,  Ita$e  said,  that  an  arrangement 
such  as  was  alluded  to  by  the  hon.  mem« 
ber  bad  been  under  the  consideration  of 
Government,  but  was  found  impraGticable. 
With  respect  to  the  necessity  of  taking 
slops  from  the  purser,  those  slops  were 
contracted  for  by  the  Navy-boflird«  at  the 
lowest  possible  price,  and  they  were  of 
the  best  materials. 

Lord  MiUcn  adverted  to  the  difficulty 
which  seamen  encountered  in  procuring 
their  pay,  after  having  been  engaged  in 
the  service  for  a  number  of  years.  Some 
regulation  ought  to  be  made  on  this  sub- 
ject. 

Lord  Prchy  thought  the  situation  of  offi- 
cer#,  he  meant  subaltern  and  not  general 
officers,  required  relief,  and  was  at  present 
discreditable  to  the  country,  and  prejudi- 
cial to  the  service.  It  was  true  that  the 
object  of  a  military  life  was  not  money, 
or  the  accnmolatioo  of  a  large  fortune ; 
but  it  was  necessary  that  there  should  be 
what  was  sufficient  to  enable  officers  to 
live  like  gentlemen,  and  this  sufficiency 
was  not  yet  accorded.  The  hon.  general 
was,  however,  certainly  wrong  in  sup- 
posing that  officers  abroad  were  less  ad- 
vantageously circumstanced  than  theae  at 
home. 

General  GaKOjfii€  replied,  and  said  be 
had  no  reluctance,  if  that  would  satisfy 
the  noble  lord  (Fslmerstoo),  to  extend 
his  motion  for  exemption,  ind  make  it 
general  to  ibe  whole  army. 


The  Chancellor  tjf  the  Exchequer  recom«' 
mended  to  the  hon.  general  to  withdraw 
his  motion. 

General  Gatcoyne  persevered,  when  the 

Question  was  put,  and  negatived  without  a 
ivision. 

Mr.  GratfeU  rose,  and  obsefved,  that 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  as 
it  was  now  framed,  there  was  no  clause  ia 
it  to  restrain  the  Commissioners  of  the  Pro* 
petty-tax  from  disclosing  the  information 
they  obtained  in  the  discharge  of  their 
doty.  He  thought  this  a  defect,  which, 
in  many  instances,  might  lead  to  unplea-* 
sant  occurrences ;  in  some  cases,  indeed, 
he  knew  such  occurrences  had  taken  place. 
He  should  therefore,  move,  "  That  it  be 
an  instruction  to  the  committee  to  intro- 
duce a  clause  imposing  the  same  restraint 
upon  the  Commissioners  for  the  Affiurs  of 
Taxes  as  existed  with  regard  to  the  Com- 
missioners fpr  General  Purposes  under  the 
Property-tax  Act." 

The  ChaiKtUar  qfthe  Exchequer  objected 
to  the  motion,  because  he  thought  his  hon. 
friend  and  the  House  were  hardly  aware 
of  all  the  consequences  to  which  the  prin- 
ciple would  go.  He  apprehended  thai 
improvident  disclosures  were  very  rare,  as 
he  had  heard  but  few  complaints.  Unlesa 
a  case  of  real  necessity  were  made  out,  he 
should  certainly  be  averse  to  any  such 
clause. 

Mr.  Baring  said,  that  if  the  right  hon. 
gentleman  had  stated  any  specific  incon- 
venience likely  to  result  from  the  motion 
of  his  hon.  friend,  he,  for  one,  should  be 
prepared  to  oppose  it ;  but,  as  that  had 
not  been  done,  he  hoped  the  House  would 
refiect  before  they  rejected  it. 

Mr  Umkmon  contended,  that  as  the 
intended  duration  of  the  Bill  was  only  for 
one  year,  a  ytry  strong  case  of  actual  in- 
convenience ought  to  be  made  out  to 
induce  the  House  to  take  any  step  which 
might  have  the  efl^t  of  casting  a  stigma 
on  so  respectable  a  body  of  men  as  the 
CommiMioners  of  Taxes.  He  thought  it 
would  be  very  difficult  to  devise  any  kind 
of  oath  which  would  exactly  answer  the 
purpose  of  the  hon.  member. 

Mr.  WhUhread  observed,  that  no  argu- 
ments had  been  advanced  a^tainst  the  pro- 
position of  his  hon.  friend  (Mr.  Grenfell), 
which  he  wu  confident  could  not  be 
attended  with  any  inconvenience,  and 
would  certainly  produce  many  beneficial 
consequences.  He  could  not  forbear  re- 
marking on  the  constant  recurrence  made 
by  gentlemen  on  the  opposite  side  to  iha 
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aaseriion,  that  the  Property-ia<  was  to 
continue  for  only  one  year.  *  He  felt  very 
sure,  that  it  would  be  proposed  from  year 
to  year,  and  at  kngtb  riveted  upon  she 
people  for  ever.  He  observed,  that  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  took  advan- 
tage of  its  present  temporary  nature  to 
obviate  discussion.  He  thougbt  the  clause 
proposed  very  unobjectionable,  and  said, 
be  had  often  beard  of  very  unjustifiable 
disclosures  mide  of  the  private  property 
and  circomstances  o£  individuals,  which 
might  be  prevented  by  the  restraint  of  an 
oath.  On  these  grounds,  he  hoped  his 
b6a«  friend  would  press  the  motion  to  a 
divuiott. 

Mr.  W.  Smith,  certain  as  ht  was  that  fcbe 
lax  would  be  renewed  the  next  year,  and 
tbe  year  after,  thougbl  tbnt  Parliament 
ought  not  (o  spare  themselves  tbe  trottble 
of  modtfyifig  it  in  tbe  best  possible  way. 
He  liad  always  apposed  the  tax  on  the 
ground  of  its  inquisitorial  and  oppcesaive 
natore;  but  be  was  by  no  means  per- 
suaded,, that  .by  an  extensive  pruning,  it 
might  not  be  rendered  tolerable. 

Mr.  Gntifdi,  in  reply  to  the  request 
made  lo  bim  by  bis  hon.  friend,  to  relate 
Use  anecdote  to  which  he  had  alluded, 
sftaCcd,  that  a  friend  of  his,  travelling  in  a 
common  stage  coach  from  London  to  Ox- 
ford, was  entertained  by  a  fellow  passenger 
with  a  minute  account  of  tbe  diminution 
of  income,  and  of  tbe  other  afikirs  of  a 
gentleman  whose  residence  they  passed. 
On  bis  sirrtval  at  Oxford,  bis  friend  io- 
qvired  who  bis  fellow  passenger  was,  and 
was  informed  that  he  was  a  commis- 
sioner of  the  Property-tax.  He  (Mr. 
Grenfell)  had  subsequently  a  long  corre- 
spondanee  with  him  on  the  subject,  and 
bad  acquainted  him  that  if  CTer  an  oppor- 
mnity  occurred,  he  would  introduce  into 
She  House  of  Commons  some  measure  to 
check  so  great  an  abuse.  It  was  in  conse- 
quence that  he  then  submitted  tbe  clause^ 
and  would  take  the  sense  of  the  Uouae 
upon  it 

The  ChancMnr  qf  ike  Exdiequer  asked, 
whether  in  tbe  correspondence  which  the 
hon.  gentleman  bad  bad  with  the  commis- 


iV^p«irry*T«v  fiitf. 


[1024 


sioner,  any  satisfactory  explanation  waa 
given  of  bis  conduct  ? 

Mr.  GrtnfcU  replied,  that  he  bad  re- 
ceived no  explanation,  wbich|  in  bis  view 
of  it,  was  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Wyim  maintained,  that  a  single  cir- 
cumsunce  such  as  that  which  had  just 
been  mentioned  by  his  hon.  friend,  ought 
to  be  sufficient  to  induce  the  House  to 
agree  to  the  motioa. 

Mr.  I^tUettm  was  at  a  loss  to  conjecture 
on  what  tbe  opposition  to  tbe  motion  was 
founded.  Tbe  expediency  of  it  waa  paJ« 
paMy  clear.  It  would  be  a  most  impor- 
tant improvement  in  the  Act.  If  it  were 
rejected,  it  woo^d  cause  a  very  serious  im- 
pression upon  the  public  mind,  as  if  that* 
House  would  countenance  such  a  pro* 
ceeding. 

The  motion  was  then  agreed  to. 

The  ChanccUot'  of  the  Exchequer  pro- 
ceeded  to  make  tbe  motion  which  he  had 
already  described.  It  was  to  the  follow* 
ing  eflfece*^*''  That  it  be  an  instruction  to 
the  Committee,  that  it  be  empowered  to 
make  provision  in  the  said  Bill,  That  the 
assessments  of  the  year  ending  the  5th  of 
Aprils  1815,  be  the  basis  of  all  assessments 
to  be  made  by  the  commissioners  for  the 
year  ending  the  5tb  of  April,  1816;  and 
that  no  new  assessments  be  made;" 
which,  after  a  short  conversation^  was  car- 
ried in  the  affirmative. 

Lord  Milton,  convinced  as  be  was  of  the 
numerous  deficiencies  of  the  measore» 
moved  as  a  general  proposition,  "  that  it 
be  an  instniction  to  the  committee,  that 
they  have  power  to  amend  the  said  Act.'' 

On  this  motioa  a  division  instantly  took 
place;  for  tbe  motion,  37;  Against  it, 
iSi:«^Msjonty,  07. 

The  House  then  went  into  the  committee, 
in  which  tbe  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
Introduced  the  clause  which  he  bad  pre- 
vionsly  announced,  which  was  raceived 
and  agreed  to,  as  well  as  Mr.  Grenfell's, 
relative  to  the  oath  of  tbe  commissioners. 
The  report  was  then  received,  and  ordered 
to  tie  taken  into  farther  consideration  on 
Wednesday  next,  and  the  BM»  with  tbe 
amandmenU,  to  be  printed. 
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An  AccowU  qfihe  Net  Produce  of  all  the  Permanent  Taxes  of  Great  Britain  ;    taken 
for  Tufo  Yean,  ending  reepedivefy  ike  5ih  January  1814  and  5ih  January  1815. 
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Proffcn    .......••  •..••......•.■•.••.  .....t 

Compofitioot  • 

Fines  and  Porfeitttret 

Reot  of  •  Ligbtbome 

Ditto.. .Alam  Minn 

Alienttioo  Duty 

Hackney  Coachtst  and  Chain...  17  U 

Ditto Ditto    1784 

Hootei « 1778 

^.10.  per  Cent. 1793 

Hair  Powder  Certificates    1795 

Horse  Dealers  Licences 1796 

Windows ]798 

Riding  Horses ^— . 

AroBOfial  Besrmgs — 

Male  Servants — — * 

4  Wheeled 

I>op 

Arrears  of  Taxes 

•..Ditto...AssesMd  Tsxes 

Windows ISM 

Houses.., «— 

Horses  for  Husbsndry — ^-x 

...Ditto. ..Riding •— ^ 

Male  Servants — ~ 

D.«gs i— • 

8  Wheeled  Carnages 

Windows 1804 

Houses ', — *- 

Hones  for  Riding    — ^- 

Dittir>...and  Moles 
Horse  Dealen  Licences 

Servants 

Hair  Powder  Ceitifieates 

Annorial  Bearings -*— 

Clumages — -» 

Dogs 

^.10.  per  Cent    ~ 1806 

Coo«olidat«l  Assessed  Taxes...  1808 

6dL  perlih.  on  Pensions  1809 

If.  Ditto  on  Salaries     -^— 

64.  Ditto  on  Pensions  1810 

If.  Ditto  on  Salaries 


>.•■  ••> 


6d.  Ditto  OB  Pensions 
U  Ditto  on  Salaries 


.•*•.....*.. 


1811 


•••••.....•«*•••••...  •* 


Vol-  ZXX.    J^patdu. 


(i) 


IB  theTarcadcdSJu.  1814. 


8.943,998 

7,343 

13,311 

43,653 

390,156 

15^71,788 

888,839 

8,535 

88.375 

5;M0.718 

3,774 

1,084,860 


1,406,000 

18,040 

82,638 

>84 

8 

1,014 

6 

864 

4,069 

10,587 

14,660 

439 


f.  (f. 

11  3i 

4  3i 

5  8 
19  9\ 

18  10 

1  H 

19  5^ 


18 
0 

10 
3 
7 


0 
0 
4 

15 
0 

15 

13 
0 

12 
0 
0 
0 


100  0 

100  0 

83  13 

48  8 

800  0 

9  10 

18  0 

11  0 

1,098  19 


1 
0 

4 
7 


0 

0 

7- 

8 

0 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 
0 
6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
4 


834  3  8 


POb  SajM.  1619. 


£. 

3,608,910 

4,756 

18,349 

89,700 

718,879 

15,835,810 

314,700 

718,674 

64,383 

5,598,574 

3,216 

1,080,610 


19  9| 


1,450,000  0  0 

15.700  0  0 

7,497  11  5 

605  14  3 

0  16  8 

611  3  0 


864 

4,308 

10.810 

13,520 


0 
5 
0 
0 


0 

4 
0 
0 


1  8  • 


30  5  10( 
40  0  0 


19  11} 
17  7 


778  15  8f 
180  1  4 
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6</.  Ditto  on  Pensions...., 1812 

If.  Ditto  oil  Salaries   

6c/.  Ditto  on  Pen«ioni 1813 

Is.  Ditto  OD  Salaries   — 

6(/.  Ditto  oo  Pensions 1814 

If.  Ditto  on  Salaiies 


Surplus  Duties  Annually     C^d^^olTal  D^to  '^^^^ZZ 
grante«l  afier  discharging     J  r,.  u 
X3,000  000.  l'.xchequerBiUsS  [^^^^  M^it  :;::: ^.Z 
charged  thereon.  ^  ^a^^^  ^ax  on  Offices,  &c. 


Duties  Annually  gnnted      i  Sugar  and  Malt . 
charged  thereoD.  (Tobacco 


n  UieYeireDdc<15  Jao 

.  IBli. 

1 

Do.5lhJu>.  1815. 

£.     s. 

5,600     0 

11,800     0 

1,20U     0 

2,000    0 

d. 

0 
0 
0 
0 

m 

£,      t. 

730    0 

600     0 

6,700     0 

14.200    0 

2,300     0 

J, 900    0 

d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

592,969  17 
692,359    0 
!70,lp9  13 
430,882     0 
60,918     I 

34 
0 

14 

471,250     0 
831,339     8 
143,608  11 
521,721     0 
51,612     7 

H 

0 
0 

35,566,134  12 

H 

37,945,864    4 

Oi 

2,778,069  18 

H 

.  2,617.902  13 

H 

211,437     0 

0 

235,099  11 

3 

337,393     6 

H 

'   244,799    8 

H 

38,893,027  18  0j( 


41,043,665  17  5J 


III. 

ARREARS  AND  BALANCES  OF  PUBLIC  ACCOUNTANTS. 


HEADS  OF  THESE  ACCOUNTS. 


Arrears  due  on  the  5th  of  January  1815,  from  the  Officers  of  the  Customs  in  England,  &«. 

Arrears  du»on  Ditto,  front  the  CMfficers  of  the  Customs  in  Scotland,  &c« 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Excise  in  England,  5cc« 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Officers  of  Excise  in  Scotland,  &c. 

Arrears  due  on  Ditto,  from  the  Distriboters  of  Stamps  in  Great  Britain,  &c. 

Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Distributers  of  Stamps  in  Great  Britain,  &c. 

Arrears  due  on  the  5th  of  January  1815,  from  the  Receirers  General  of  the  Land  and  Assessed  Taxes 
in  Great  Britain.  &c. 

Arrears  due  oil  the  5ih  January  1815,  from  the  Officers  of  the  Post  Office  in  Great  Britain,  ice. 

Balances  in  the  Hands  of  the  Deputy  Postmasters  in  Great  Britain,  &c« 

Arrears  and  Balances  doe  on  the  5th  January  1815,  from  the  Persons  employed  in  receiving  or  collect- 
ing the  Land  Revenue  of  the  Crown  in  England  and  Wales,  &c. 

List  of  Public  Accountants,  in  respect  of  whom  the  execution  of  any  Process  or  Proceeding  hath  been 
ContrQlled,  Suspended,  or  Prevented,  .&c. 

Accounts  delivered  into  (he  Office  of  the  Comptrollers  of  the  Acconntsof  the  Army,  &c. 

List  of  Officers  and  Departments  whose  Acooonts  are  audited  by  the  Commissioners  for  Auditing  the 
Public  Accounts.*  "^ 

List  of  Persons  Accountable  before  the  Commissioners  for  Auditing  the  Public  Accounts,  for  Money 
Impirsted  on  Account  for  Extraordinary  Services.* 

List  of  Accounts  Delivered  over  by  the  late  Commissioners  for  Auditing  Public  Accounts  to  the  Com- 
missioners appointed  for  the  like  purpose  under  the  46tb  Geo,  3;  and  of  the  Accounts  ainoe 
received  into  the  Audit  Office,  Somerset-Place,  or  since  received  into  the  Office  of  the  said  Commit' 
sioners,  which  have  neither  been  Audited^  Stated,  or  Declared  /—completed  to  the  5th  of  January 
1815. 

Li&t  of  the  same  which  have  been  either  Slated,  or  Declared  ;  to  far  as  any  Bahncet  appear  to  be  now 
owing /o,  or  from,  the  Public  upon  any  such  Accounts  j — completed  to  the  5(h  January  18|5. 

*  These  will  be  found  at  length  in  Volume  XX.  of  tbia  Work, 
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IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 


An  Account  qf  the  Official  Value  of  all  Impoets  iruo^  and  of  all  Exports  from  Great 

Britain,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  if  January  1816. 


. 

ornciAL  vALUfc  or  imports. 

OFFICIAL  VALUE  OF  LXl>OBTS. 

« 

X>eclar«d  Value 
iff  Britlili  and 

'  >  rum  the 
East  Indict 
aad 
CItioa. 

k'Tom  ail 

other  1  arti 

of  the 

World. 

TolaP 
Value 

Importi. 

^    Bntitlt  and 
inth  Produce 

aed 
Uaoofaciiirc^ 

Foreten 
aad 

Colonial 
Mcrtbaodise. 

value 

o: 

Exporia. 

56,591,514 

lri>U  Produce 

ani 

llanufdC'urrt 

Lxpor.cd. 

Year  ending 
5th  January  1815.. 

* 

30,091,801 

•f. 

36,092,167 

£. 
20,499,347 

£. 

47^51.453 

*  Note. — The  time  allowed  by  Law  for  the  production  of  the  Docoments  upon  wbicb  the  Accounts 
of  the  Imports  from  tbe  Eatt  Indie*  and  China  are  founded  not  beioi;  yet  expired,  the 
Inspector  General  is  at  present  unable  to  state  tbe  Amount  of  tbe  Imports  from  those  parts,  iu 
tbe  Year  ending  the  5th  of  January  last. 


An  Account  of  the  Number  o/*  Ships  and  Vessels  which  have  been  annually  BuiJ  and 
Registered  in  the  several  Ports  qf  the  British  Empire  (except  Ireland  J  in  the  Years 
1812,  1813,  an(/ 1814. 


Iq  tbe  Year  1818 

i8r3 


SHIPS. 


7^0 
768 


TONS. 


94,193 
91,196 


*  Note.— The  above  Account  for  1818  was  made  up  previous  to  Returns  havinj?  been  received  from 
aeveral  Ports  in  tbe  Plaatatioos,  and  is  therefore  incorrect.  The  correcttd  Account,  together 
with  that  for  tbe  Year  18)3,  were  ooosumed  in  the  Fire  at  tbe  late  Custom  Uouie.  The 
amount  for  18t4  will  be  subject  to  an  addition  next  Year,  as  many  Returns  from  tbe  Plaiita- 
tions  are  not  yet  received. 


An  Account  of  the  Number  q^  Vessels,  tiith  the  Amount  of  their  Tonnage,  and  the  Number 
ofMES  and  Boys  usually  employed  in  Naviiiatint;  the  satne,  which  belonged  to  the  several 
Ports  of  the  British  Empire^  onthe  SOth  of  ISeptemberin  the  Years  18 1 2,  1 8 1 3,  «wd  1 8 1 4. 


• 

181^. 

1813.                   1 

1                     1814. 

SHIPtl. 

TONS.' 

MLN. 

SMIPS. 

TONS. 

MLV. 

1  SHIPS.    1       10N:(. 

1                  ' 

MbN. 

England   

Scotland  ••••.M*. 
Ireland. •. ... 

16,895 

8,708 

1,111 

3,470 

76 

54 

393 

1,951,834 

231,273 

57.104 

816,068 

8,318 

5,369 

9,439 

184,896 

16,300 

5,380 

14,97) 

75  i 

519 

8,875 

16,608 

2,713 

1,146 

8,689 

S\ 

64 

342 

8,029.637 

834,383 

60,286 

165,59] 

9,755 

6,379 

8,513 

127,741. 

16,933 

5,5  It 

11,676 

869 

708 

2,115 

17,102 

1   2,783 

'    1,183 

2,868 

65 

63 

355 

2,088,804 

841,578 

61.769 

202.795 

6.9'28 

6.79* 

8,897 

131,078 

17,900 

5,700 

Plantations 

Ouemsev.......... 

14,789 
529 

Jersey*. 

643 

Isle  of  Mao........ 

8,807 

Totals 

84,107 

8,478,799 

165,030 

83,640 

8,514,484 

165,557 

24.418 

2,616,965 

172,786 

An  Account  of  the  Number  qf  Vessels,  toith  the  Aihount  qf  their  Tqnmacb,  and  the  Number 
(2f  Men  md  Boys  employed  in  Navigating  the  same^  which  entered  Inwards  and 
cleared  Outwards,  at  the  several  Forts  of  Gkkat  Britain, >roiR,  or  to^  all  Parts  qft/te 
World,  between  5ih  January  1812,  and  5th  January  1815. 


JBiig- 

land 
.1818 
1813 
1814 
Seot- 
land 
1818 
1813 
1814 


IHWARC9. 


Bfl  lt>H. 


SHIPS. 


10,756 


14,291 


3,113 
1,987 
1,774 


TUm. 


1,310,156 


1,655,845 

469,5l9 
1^8,947 
190,825 


MkN. 


78,869 


100,808 


18,108 
13,835 
13,841 


IOKtiO»i. 


SHirt. 


8,846 


4,896 


890( 
179 
813 


roHt. 


469,696 


538,401 


48,747 
89,898 
88, 1 15 


MEN. 


28,829 


oirrwAKBs. 


aRiii^H. 


L 


»oiivj<:M. 


Tl 


33,988 


2,690 
1.664 
1,593 


SHIPS. 

11, 17^7 


13,334 


3,151 

8,868 
3,320 


TOSiS. 


1,386,559 


1,573,884 


878.968 
868,169 
302.631 


95,845 


19,531 
I8.9tl7 
20,719 


SHIPS.  I     TOSS.     I  IIL5. 


2.336 


4,27' 


i90,2<f'j 


548,638  31,895 


311  50,696 
177  88,630 
175  28.775 


24,949 


2.89i 
1,560 
1,303 


*  Note.^Tbe  Aecooats  for  this  Year  were  consomed  io  the  Fire  at  tbe  late  Custom  Uouie. 
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I.  For  Interest  &c.  oo  the  Pf  rmanent 
I>ebt  of  Great  Britaia,  Unre- 
deemed ;  including  Annuities  for 
Lives  and  Terms  of  Years,  ( App. 

II.  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  (B).... 
UK  Civil  Li«t,(C) 


r  Other  Charges 
,„  )        OB  the 
*^-^  Consolidated 

/        Fund. 


Courts  of  Justice 

Mint 

Allow,  to  R.  Fam. 
Sal.  &  Allowances 
Bounties 


V.  CiTilGoTernmeat  of  Scotland,  (D) 

VI.  The  other  Payments  in  Anticipation 
of  tlie  Exchequer  Receipts ;  (E)  viz 
■  Bounties   for  Fisheries,   Manufac- 
tures, Com,  &c • 

Pensions  on  the  Hereditary  ReTenoe 
Militia,  and  Deserters'  Warrants... 


Vn.  The  Na?y.  (F) 

The  Victualling  Department 
The  Transport  Serrioe 


.■  ■••• 


VIII.  Ordnance,  (G) 


IX.  TheArmy,  (H)Tiz. 

Ordinary  Services 

Extraordinary  Services  &  Subsidies 

Deduct  the  Amount  of  Remittances 

and  Adyances  to  other  Countrtesb 

indnded  in  Appendix  I i. 


X.  Loans,  fcc.  toother  Coantries,(I) viz. 

Ireland • .., 

Austria 

Denmark , 

France  

Hanover  ..m'. 

Holland...; 

Oldenbnrgh ...« 

Portugal 

Prussia ••........ 

Russia 

Sicily • 

Spain 

Sweden 

Miscellaneous 


XI.  Miscelli|neous  Services,  (K)  viz. 

At  Hdfne 

Abroad 


£.        i.    d. 


1,475,632 

121,917 

831,931 

739,879 

267.759 

10,007 

1.500,000 

1,330.171 

2,555,473 

316,666 

586,338 

800,000 

88,845 


11  2 
16  0 
16  10 


7 
7 

17 
0 
5 
6 

13 


I' 
0 
1 
7 

4 


7  Ui 
0    0 
9    2 


Deduct  Sams  which,  although  included  in  thtf  Aceoimt, 
form  no  part  of  the  Expenditure  of  Great  Britain ;  vis. 

Loan,  &c.  for  Ireland ,........» 

Interest,  XA,  per  Cent,  and  Management  oo  Portu- 
guese Loan,  per  Act  49  Geo.  3,  c.  71 

Fund  on  Loan  to  the  East  ludia  Company  .. 


JB.        s.    d. 


1,028,000    0  0 

74,437  19  0 

16,923  10  7^ 

368,040  12  1 1 

67,559     9  10 

6,158    9  0 


844,308 

27,700 

138,494 


19    3 
0    0 
10    ^ 


11,334,907 
5,774,585 
4,858,074 


10    1 
5    5i 
3    3 


16,532,945 

27,287,234 


10    0 
12    2 


43,820,180 
10,024,623 


2     2 
18    7| 


8,723,985  18    3} 


10,024,623  18    7^ 


1,937,018 
447,573 


5  111 
13    3i 


8,723,985  18    3) 


57,170 
120,807 


3    0 
19    9 


*  This  indndei  the  Sum  of  ^.413,699  10    6  for 
Interest,  kc,  paid  on  (mperial  Loans* 


£. 


f*    d. 


4<),776,530  12    Of 
8,256,707    8     i 


1.561,120 
114,032 


10    Vi 
5    4 


410,503    9    5{ 


81,961,566 
4,480,729 


18    9i 
9    3 


33,795,556    Z    6| 


18,748,609 
8,384,591 


16  10} 
19    8{ 


126,489|949  11    5| 


8,901,964     1     0| 


•117487,984  10    5 
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APPENDIX  (A.  l,)^M<miei  jmid  out  of  ilte  Receipt  qf  his  Majesty* t  Exchequer,  in  the 
Year  ended  5th  of  January  1815,  towards  satisfying  the  Charges  qf  the  Public  Debt 
qf  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  Imperial  and  Portuguese  Loans. 


Permanent  Funded  Debt  of  Great  Britain 

Debentures 

Same  railed  for  the  Service  of  Ireland  ... 

Imperial  Loene   ••»« • 

Portoguete  Ditto    


Interest    

Life  Annuities  .. 
Management  •. 


Towards  the*  Rodemptjan  of  the  Public 
Debt;  vis* 


pired 


..••••••••••*•••■•••••••••« 


•••••••.■•*•••.•••»•.••< 


Annual  Issue,  per  Act  96  Geo.  3 

Ditto 49  Ditto.. 

Annuities  for  Terms  of  Years 
prior  to  5tb  July  1809 

Ditto  on  Lives  on  which  the  Noi 
are  certifi^  to  have  died  prior  to  5tb 
July  1 809,  or  that  have  been  unelaimad 
for  3  Years •>  .. 

Interest  oo  Debt  of  Great  Britain  re- 
daenned,  eiclusive  of  ^.19,000,000, 
part  of  14,900,000,  pro  Anno  1807  ... 

Ditto  on  part  of  <f.  1 9,000,000  pro  Anno 
1807 

Ditto  for  Ireland.. 

Ditto  for  Imperial 

Ditto  for  Portognesa 

^•1  per  Ont*  on  df.99,0OO,C0O  out^ 
standing  Exchequer  Bills  and  on  De- 
bentures   

Ditto  on  part  of  Capitals  created  since 
5th  January  1793 

Part  of  the  Annual  Appropriation  for 
the  Redemption  of  «£.  19,000,000,  pan 
of  •£.  14,900,000,  pro  Anno  1807 

^.1  per  Cent,  on  Capitals  created  by 
Loans  for  the  Service  of  Ireland 

Ditto  Imperial  Loans 

Ditto  Portuguese  Ditto 

Ditto  Stock  craaU'd  by  Loans  38,  39,  39 
and  40,  and  49  Geo.  3    ... 

One-half  of  the  Interest  of  the  Sums 
raised  in  the  Years  1813  and  1814, 
which  exceeded  the  ektimated  Sum 
applicable  to  the  Redaction  of  the 
Debt,  at  1st  of  February  1813  ^„. 

Interest  of  Stock  transferred  for  Life 
AmmitlM 


•••••.*•<■.•..••»•.....< 


From  abova  •« 


laTEROT. 


29,993,940  3  11| 

39,788  0    0 

9,171,993  17     3 

179,673  19    6 

19,340  5  10 


94,633,966    6    6} 

1,658,330    0    9} 

949,963  14    7^ 


96,534,760    1  11| 


1,000,000    0    0 
900,000    0    0 

79,880  14  .6 


59,950    8     1 


3,349,439  18    9 

940,669     1  11 

386.536  10    9 

45.405    0    6 

7,593    7    7 


990,000    0  0 

4,998,486  19  9| 

696,955  10  4 

818,916    4  8 

36,693    0  0 

30,000    0  0 

867,963    0  0 


Aaauitlrt  for  Uvea 

and  for 

Tnws  of  Yean. 


£.  «•  d. 

l,3l),696  14  Ji 

116,833  6  8 

930,000  0  0 


1,658,530    0    9i 


ChtriM  of  lUs«|cacaU 


if.  «.  if. 

917,564  16  6} 

20.498  19  0 

4,095  U  0 

844  8  1 

949,963  14  7^ 


H-2 


00 


I 

s 


p 


« 

vm 

^ 

o 

9^ 

•* 

Ok 

o 

Ol 

e- 

o» 

c- 

« 

» 

w 

M. 

e» 

3 

« 

^* 

'4 

Ok 

a 

OB 


O 


Ok 
Ok 


^    8 


1,091,066  7  9| 
74,759  19  11 


14,118,840  15  10 


96,534,760  1  llf 


40,653,600  17    9) 


o      -'^ 


< 


I 

i 

e 

2 

If 

11 


?<dw*2 


St 


—  o 


o   :  J2 
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APPENDIX  (A.  2) — Total  Amount  of  tht  Sums  actually  received  bj^  the  Co^imtssionees 
for  the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  in  the  Year  ended  5th  Jan,  1815. 


GREAT  BRITAIN, 

Annual  Issue  26  Geo.  3, • 

Ditto  additional  ditto,  42  Geo.  3 

Exchequer  Annuities  for  99  and  96  Years  expired  Anno  1792 

Short  Annuities  1777  expired  1787 

Annuities  on  Lives  expired  prior  to  the  5th  July  1802 

Annuities  on  Lives  unclaimed  for  3  Years  before  5th  Jan.  1814, 
per  27  Oeo.  3,  cap.  13 

^.1.  per  Cent,  per  Annum  on  uutstauding  unprovided  Exchequer 
Bills  and  Debentures 

£.\.  per  Cent,  per  Annum  on  Capitals  created  by  Loans  raised 
from  1793  to  1812,  both  inclusive 

Per  Cental^  on  Loans  raised  in  1813  and  1814 

Interest  on  Capitals  purchased  at  £.3  per  Cent ., 

Ditto £A  per  Cent 

Ditto £^5  per  Cent • 

Ditto  on  Capitals  transferred  for  Life  Annuites  at  uf.3  per  Cent ... 

Returned  from  the  Account  of  Life  Annuities,  the  Nominees  hav- 
ing died  prior  to  ita  being  set  apart  for  payment   .• 

Life  Annoitiea  unclaimed  for  3  Years  and  upwards,  at  5th  Jan. 
1814^  per  52  Ueo.  3,  cap.  129 

Annual  Appropriation  towards  the  Redemption  of  «£.  12,000,000, 

partofj^.  14,200,000,  Loan  1807   

Interest  on  Capital  purchased  at'  £,^  per  Cent« 

Deduct  set  apart  from  the  Sinking  Fund  for  the  pajrmeot  of  ^ife 
Annuities,  pursuant  to  48  Geo.  3.  cap.  142    •• 

Ireland: 

£A  per  Cent,  peranuumron  Capitals .  created  by  Loans  raised 

from  1797  to  1814,  both  inclusive 

Interest  on  Capital  purchased  at  ^.3  p«r  Cent 

IMPERIAL, 

£A  per  Cent,  per  Annum  on  Capital  created  by  Loan  1797  

Interest  on  Capital  purchased  at  £.3  per  Cent 

PORTUGAL. 

Annual  Appropriation  towards  the  Redemption  of  Capita  created 

by  j6^.600,000,  part  of  Loan  1809 » 

Interest  on  Capital  purchased  at  £'S  per  Cent 

EAST  INDIA   COMPANY. 

Annual  Appropriation  towards  the  Redemption  of  Capital  created 

by  ,£.2,500,000,  part  of  Loan  1812 

Interest  on  Capital  purchased  at  3  per  Cent.. .- 

Applied  to  the  Purchase  of  Stock 

Ditto  to  the  payment  of  Life  Annuities ., 


£.       s,  d. 

1,000,000    0  0 

200,000     0  0 

54,880  14  6 

25,000     0  0 

21,141     6  1 

31,109     2  0 

290,000    0  0 


5,604,442  3 

1,283,074  3 

3,023,476  18 

311,856  0 

7,100  0 

74,759  12 


4 
1 
2 
0 
0 
II 


825  9  6 
1.296  5  0 


626,255  10 
240,660  1 


4 

n 


818,916    4 
386,536  10 


Gross  Amount 


36,693 
45,405 

0 
0 

0 

6 

30.000 
7,5'25 

0 

7 

0 

4 

110,820 
9,987 

0 
19 

0 
9 

£. 


«.     d. 


11,928,961   14    7 
i    866,924  12     3 


12,795,886     6  10 
167,278     2     S 


12,628,608     4    2 


1,205,452  15    5 


82,093     0     6 


37,525     7     7 


120.807  19     9 

14,074,492     7     5 
167,278     2     ft 


14,241.770  iO     I 


APPENDIX  {B)— Interest  paid  on  Exchequer  Bill^,  from  the  5th  qf  Jan.  1814  ro  th€ 

5th  Jan.  1815. 


Acts  under  which  issued. 


48  Geo.  III. 

52  Ditto 

53  Ditto 
55  Ditto 
53  Ditto 
53  Ditto 
53  Ditto 
53  Ditto 
53  Ditto 

53  Ditto 

54  Ditto 
54  Ditto 
54  Ditto 


cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 
cap. 


53. 
114. 

15. 

16. 

26. 

27. 

42; 

118. 

119. 

161. 

2. 

18. 

53. 


Funds  chargeable  with  the  Friucipal. 


Supplies  1814         -        -        -n 

Supplies  1812 

Malt  and  Personal  Estates,  1813 

Supplies  1814 

Ditto     ..... 

Ditto 

Ditto       1813  ... 

Ditto       1814  ... 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Malt  and  Personal  Estates,  1814 

Supplies,  1815 

Ditto        1814        ... 


Interest. 


£, 

90,000 

90,144 

2,045 

30'2,609 

230,892 

75.000 

736,109 

346,957 

3^477 

222,782 

85,416 

92,151 

121 


0     0 


2 
11 
2 
5 
0 
1 


2 
0 

13  4 
17  5 
10  ft 
0  1 
16  10 


^.2,256,707     8     4 
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V.«— Public  Expenditure,  1815. 
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APPENDIX  {C)'^Chargc  upon  the  Consolidated  Fund,  m  the  Year  ended  the  5th  Jan. 
J8ld ;  exclusive  qf  the  Interest  of  the  Puolic  Debt,  and  of  the  Payments  upon  Ex- 
cucQUER  Bills: — Distinguuhin^  the  •amevndtr  the  several  Heads  qf  Civil  List — 
Courts  of  Justice,  ifc. — Mint^^oUier  Salaries  and  Allowances — and  Bounties,  ifc. 


CIVIL  LIST. 

FOR  TriE   SUPPORT  OF  HIS        £,  t. 

MAJESTY'S     HOLSKHOLD,  898,000  0 

Ditto  per  Act  44  Geo  3,  cap.  80  -     60,000  0 

Ditto        -     52  Ditto        -        -     '70,000  0 


1,028,000    0 


COURTS  or  JUSTICE,    (Sc« 
pagexi.)     ....   ],l0a,437  19 


MINT,  (See  page  xii.) 


16,9td  10 


SALARIES,  ALLOWANCES,  &c. 

(Seep,  ziii.)  .        .        .     €7,559  19 


PENSIONS, 

RepreieotatiTes  of   Arthur  On. 
■low,  Esq.  per  Act  2X3eo.  3. 


Earl  of  Chatham  -  1 8 
Lortl  Rodney  -  -  S3 
Lady  Dorchester  -  26 
John  Peon,  Esg.  -  30 
Richard  Penn,  Esq.-  — 
Duke  of  Clarence    -    31 

York  -32 

Duchess  of  York  •  >* 
Prince  of  Wales  .35 
Earl  St.  Vincent  -38 
Vi^couqt  Duncan  -  — 
Duke  of  Kent    -    -    39 

Cumberland    •— 

Richmond-    — 

Lord  Erekine  .  .  .» 
Sir  S.  Lawrence,  knt.  — 
.Sir  Nash  Grose,  knt.  — 
Sir  Sidney  Smith,  knt.  41 
Baroness  Abercrurobie  — 
Duke  of  Susaex  •    «    4ft 

Cmmbridgo-    •— 

Lord  UutchiosoD  *  — 
Sir  J.  Saumarez,  K.  B.  43 
Duka  of  Portland,  et  al.  for  the 

House  of  Orange  >  -— 
Lord  Boringdon,  et  al.  for  Lord 

Amherst  -  •  •  — 
DukeofAthol  -  -  45 
H.  Moretoo  Dyer,  Esq.  <->. 
LftdyNelaoo-  .  -  46 
Sir  R.  Stracban,  K.  B.  — 
Lady  ColHogwood  •  ■..* 
Hod.  Sarah  C^llingwood— 
rion.  M.  P.  Collingwood— 
Sir  J.T.  Dockwortb.K.  B.*- 
Dttke  of  Clarence    -    •.- 

Kent     .    .    — 

Cumberland    —  •  * 


750 
4.000 
.   2.000 
1,000 
3.000 
1,000 
12,000 
14,000 
4,000 
65.000 
8,000 
2,000 
12,000 
12.000 
6,353 
4.000 
1,000 
500 
1,000 
2,000 
12.000 
12.000 
2,000 
1,200 


3,000 

3,595 

655 

2,000 

1,000 

1.000 

500 

500 

1,000 

^,000 

6.000 

6,000 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

u 

6 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

u 

0 
0 
0 


0 

1 

7 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


rf. 

0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
10 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

a 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


16,000    0    0 


0 

1 

4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


Duke  of  Sussex  *    -     46  Geo.  3. 

Cambridfre-     — - 

Prs.  Charlotte  of  Wales  — 
Duke  of  Gloucester  — 
Pr8.Sophia  of  Gloucest — 
Earl  Nelson  -  .  -  — 
Duke  of  Grafton  -  — 
Lord  Rodney  -  -  — 
Sir  John  Stuart  .  .  47 
Viscount  Lake  -  -  48 
Earl  of  Wellington  .50 
Duke  of  Brnnswick  .  -^ 
Earl  of  Welliogtoo  -  52 
Hon.  Jane  Perceval  — ' 
Princess  Elizabeth  •  -— 
Prs.  Augusta  Sophia  — 
Prs.  Mary  -  •  .  -^ 
Prs.  Sophia  -    -    -    ^  . 

Sir  S.  Lawrence,  knt.  53  '  - 
Sir  Nash  Grose,  knt  — 
Sir  A.  Macdonald,  knt.  53  &  39  . 
Sir  J.  Mansfield,  knt  — 
Princess  of  Wales  .54 
Duke  of  Wellington  — 
Lord  Beresford   -    -    — 

Combermcre  .    .— 

Kxmouth  -    .    — 

Hill-    .    -    -    — 

Ljmedock  .    -    ^ 

- 

Total  ^.368,040  12     1} 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Compensations  to  Persons  sustain- 
ing Lofiaes  under  the  London 
Dock  Act 

Salaries,  kc.  in  the  Office  of  the 
Comroiaaionera  appointed  un- 
der the  said  Act  ..... 


Totoljf.4,796    9    0 


BOUNTIES. 

Governor  Cameron     .... 

Lieut  Gov.  Maxwell    .... 

Kenneth  Macauley     .... 

Major  Chbbolm      .    .    .    .    • 

Captain  Mackenzie     -    .    .    • 

i  [being  the  Boantiea  authorized 

by  the  1 1th  Section  of  an  Act  37 

Geo.  3,  to  be  paid  to  the  Proae- 

cotora  on  the  Seizure  and  Con- 

demnation  of  African  Slaves.] 


X.  . 

t. 

d. 

6,000 

0 

0 

6,000 

0 

•0 

7,000 

0 

0 

14,000 

0 

0 

7.000 

0 

0 

5.000 

0 

5 

4,580 

0 

.0 

923- 

I 

6 

1,000 

0 

0 

2,000 

0 

0 

2.000 

0 

0 

1,750 

0 

0 

2.000 

0 

0 

2.000 

0 

0 

9.000 

0 

0 

9,000 

0 

0 

9.000 

0 

0 

9,000 

0 

0 

300 

0 

0 

150 

0 

0 

3.300 

0 

0 

2,869 

3 

3* 

17,500 

0 

0 

16,250 

0 

0 

1.346 

3 

oi 

1,346 

3 

0* 

1,000 

0 

0 

1,346 

3 

0| 

1,346 

3 

0} 

3,296    9    0 
1,500    0    0 


26 

0 

0 

1,014 

0 

0 

36 

0 

0 

176 

0 

0 

no 

0 

0 

ToUl  <if.l,362    0    0 


General  Total  df.1,561, 120  10    7| 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Great  Britain. 
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APPENDIX  (D) — A  List  of  all  mch  Sum  and  Sums  of  Money  as  have  been  incurred,  and 
Ifecame  due  upon  His  Majesty's  Establishment  for  Ci  vhL  Affairs  within  Scotland,  bear" 
ing  Date  the  I9th  D(ty  if  June  1761 ;  for  one  Year  from  5th  Jan,  1814  inclusssfe,  to 
5th  Jan.  lH\5f  exclusive Total  Amount  £.\HflS2     S     4 


APPENDIX  (E  1.) — An  Account  of  the  Amount  qf  Bounties  paid  in  Great  Britain, 
distinguishing  England  from  Scotland,  out  qf  the  Revenue  of  Customs,  between  the  5th 
qf  Jan.  1814  and  the  5th  qf  Jan.  1815  ;  being  Payments  in  the  Nature  of  Anticipaiiosu 
qf  Exchequer  Issues, 


CUSTOMS. 
Year  ending  5th  Janoaiy  1815 


CNGLAHD. 


£,       9,      d, 

130,793     6  lOj 


SCOTLAND^ 


£.  $.     d, 

76,050    6    5§ 


TOTAI. 


906,M3  IS     4 


APPENDIX  (H.  2.)-— iln  Account,  showing  how  the  Public  Monies  renmining  m  the 
Receipt  of  the  Exchequer  on  the  5th  of  Jan,  1814,  together  with  the  Monies  paid  into  the 
same  during  the  Year  ended  5th  Jan,  1 815,  and  the  Monies  paid  out  qfthe  Net  Produce 
qf  the  Revenues  of  the  said  Year,  in  Anticipatian  qf  the  Exchequer  Receipt,  have  been 
actually  applied  so  far  as  regards  the  Receipt  qfUie  Excise  m  England,  and  can  be  oi- 
certained  at  the  Excise  Office^ 
PENSIONS,  ?iz.  6tb  Head  £,      t.    d. 

Duke  of  Grafton 9,000    0    0 

Earl  (^wper    2.000    0    0 

Charles  Boone,  Em|.  Moiety  of  the  Earl  of  Bath's    1  »500    0    0 
Lord  Melboame 1,500    0    0 


HOUNTIES. 


14,000    0    0 
On  Salted  Provisiom  exported.  White  Herrings 
taken,  and  Tonnage  itf  the  White  Herring 
Fishery    23,830    9    0 


jf.  37,830    9     0 


APPENDIX  (E.  3.)— ilfi  Account  of  the  Amount  of  Bounties  paid  out  of  the  Revenue  ofEx^ 
cise  in  Scotland,  Cbeing  Payments  in  the  nature  of  Anticipations  qf  Exchequer  Issues j  in 
the  Year  ended  5th  Jan.  \S15,  required  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Commissioners  qf 
His  Mqjesty's  Treasury,  per  Letter  qf  George  Harrison,  Esq.  of  6th  Jan.  1815. 

Paid  in  the  Year  ending  5th  Jan.  1815 <£.13,634  16  11 

APPENDIX  (£.  4.)^-iln  Account  of  Pensions  paid  by  Parliamentary  Grants,  om  ^ 
the  Post  Office  Revenues,  in  the  Year  ended  the  5th  of  Jan,  1815. 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlhorough .f. 5,000    0    0 

Hit  Grace  the  Duke  of  Grafton    4,700    0    0 

The  Heirs  of  the  Jate  Duke  of  Scbomberg...         4.000    0    0 

«£.  13,700    0    0 

—  —   —  —  I  < 

APPENDIX  (E.  5.) — An  Account  qfthe  Sums  advanced  by  the  ReceiverM  General  oj  Land 
and  Assessed  Taxes,  on  Account  of  Militia  and  Deserters  Warrants,  and  other  Dis- 
bursements, under  various  Acts  qf  Parliament  in  the  Year  ended  the  5ih  Jan,  I K  i  5 


HEADS  of  service. 


Militia  and  Deserters  Warrants 

Volunteers    • • 

Defence  Acts    ...•• •' 

Army  of  Beseive .••• 

Population  Act  ...«...• • 

Augmentation  of  Stipends  to  Scotch  Clergy  (50 

ueo.  J,  cap*  94.^  .•.■.■•...•■.....■.•......••.••••••• 

To  the  Commisiionen  for  the  Highland  Roads  (54 

Gao.  3,  cap.  104) 

To  the  Trustees  for   the  ImproTemeot   of    the 

Queen's-Ferry  Water  Passage  (54  Geo.  3,  c.  138. 


EaClAlfli  A  WALBS. 


£,      t.  d, 

79,147  15  7i 

5,352  4  5 

253  13  3 
7,974  2  8i 


92.727  16    0 


SCOTLAND. 


£.          t.  dm 

19.268  10  II 

788  9  11} 

1,397  10  1 

126  5  7 

9,185  8  7| 

5.000  6  0 

10.000  0  0 


45.766  14  ti 


TOTAL. 


£.        $,     d, 

98,416 
6,140 

253  13  3 

9,371  12  9i 

126  5  7 


15  6f 

14  4| 


9,185  8  7i 
5,000  0  0 
10.000  0'  0 


ir)8,494  10  ?{ 
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APPENDIX  (F.)— Nayy  Omc%-^Mmia  received  from  Hii  Mejesisf's  Bnk^qm-^fat 
Naval  SeuviceSj  between  ihe  5th  Jan.  1 8 1  ^^  and  the  5ih  Jan.  1815. 


BBADS  or  SBRYICE. 


NAVr. 
Waou. 

Wages  to  Officers  and  Seamen  .-..-. 

Half-pay  to  Sea  Officers,  and  Boantj  to  Cbaplaioi 

Wages  to  his  Majesty's  Dock  and  Rope  Tards     •        .        . 

GiviftAL  Seitices. 

For  General  Services,  tie.  Bills  of  Excbaoge,  Imprests,  Sala- 
ries, Pensions,  Marines,  &c.  .----. 

Building  of  Ships,  purchase  of  Stores  of  every  description, 
repairing  Ships,  parcbase  of  Ships  taken  from  the  Enemy, 
Head  Money,  fte.  paid  in  Bills  at  ninety  days  date  - 

VICTUALLING. 

PrOfistOQS  and  all  Sorts  of  Victnalling  Stoces,  paid  ibr  ia  Bills 
at  ninety  days  date        ....... 

Widows  Pensions      ........ 

Bills  of  Exchange  and  Imprests  ••-... 

General  Services  viz.  Necessary  and  Extim  Necessaiy  Money 
and  Contingencies         -...-•. 

TRANSPORTS. 

Freight  of  Transports,  Maintenance  of  Prisoners  of  War,  and 
£ipense  of  Sick  and  Wounded  Seamen^  paid  for  ia  Bills  at 
ninety  days  date  .•--.••- 

Bills  of  Exchange,  and  all  Senricet  paid  for  in  Ready  Money 


SVM. 


£. 


r*    rf. 


3,676,100    0    0 

436,900    0    0 

1,237,000    0     0 


1,630,000    0    0 


4,354,907  10    1 


4,394,377  4  3 

47,808  1  2} 

1,055,000  0  0 

878,000  0  0 


I. 


4,400,074    3    3 
458,000    0    0 


TOTAL. 


£.      9.    tU 


11,334»907  10    1 


5,774^95    5    5| 


4,858,074    3    3 


£. 


81,961,566  18    9i 


APPENDIX  (G.)^Momes paid iy  the  Office  rf  Ordnamcb  m  tU  Year  \^U,fi>r  Serwa 

at  Home  and  Abroad. 


For  Services  at  Home 
For  Serrices  Abroad 


X.         f.    (f. 
4,475,860    3    8 

605,360    3    3 

•5,080,680    6  at 
599,890  17    8 

d^.4,480,799    9    3 


•  The  Sum  of  if  .590,890  lit.  Bd.  being  ^  Taloe  of  fltoies  ti^iplied  by  the  Board  of  OrdnaaDe  lo 
Foreign  Powen^  the  Exptace  of  aJiiob  it  is  usual  to  reimbune  to  the  Ordnance  Department  by  the  Pay. 
master-General  under  Warrants  of  the  'freasary,  should  be  deducted  from  this  Acooont,  the  same 
being  also  iacluded  in  Appeadls  H«  awl  Lf  kaviaf  tha  SipeaditnM  of  tha  Ordaaaot  D^aitaanl 
df  .4,430,789  9a.  3d, 

VouXXX,    JppoMt.  (C) 
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APPEMIHX  (R.)^M<mk$  pM  hy  the  JU^  HmMorabU  iHe  Paymaiter-General  fif  Um 
Mqf€Uy*$  FoKCES.yrom  the  251*  Dee.  1813,  lo  2Uh  Dee.  1814. 


Pay  and  Allowances  of  the  Forces  at  Home  (incladin|p  Foreign  Corps  and 
Militia),  Captains  Allowances,  Clothing,  Recruiting  and  RegimenUl  Contin- 
gencies ------------ 

Staff  and  Garrisons      .-•...---•- 
Public  Offices,  (including  Superannuation  Allowances)  .        -        -        •        - 
Bills  drawn  by  Deputy  Paymasters  abroad,  on  account  of  the  above  Serrices     - 
Pay,  &c.  of  Recruiting  Trsopa  of  Regiments  serving  ifi  India  •        •    .    - 
Pay  of  Supernumerary  Officeis     ----*-.---- 

Exchequer  Fees  ..-..•-...- 

Half'Pay  and  Military  Allowances        -        -        •        -'• 

In  and  Out  Pensioners  of  Chelsea  Hospital     ------- 

Widows  Pensions         ----------- 

Local  Militia        ---.-------- 

Volunteer  Corps  ----------- 

Royal  Bounty     ------------ 

Compassionate  List     -'•------.-- 

Retired  Offioers  .-------•-- 

Wounded  Officers        .-..-.-.-,- 
Allowances  to  General  Officers     .-•••••-- 

Ditto    .     to  Retired  Chaplains  .-.--.--- 

Medicines  and  Hospital  Expeni 

Barrack  Department  - 

Commissariat  Department  • 

Ditto    -    -    excess  beyond  the  Vote  (to  be  indoded  in  the 


Account  of  Extraordinaries) 


3,000,000    0    0 
4,985,000    0    0 


Ditto    -    -    for  the  purchase  of  Specie  to  be  remitted  abroad, 

(to  1^  included  in  Ditto)  .---.--.. 

Storekeeper  General <•    118,400    0    0 

Ditto    -    -    excess  beyond  the  Vote  (to  be  included  in  the 
Account  of  Extraordinaries)      ......      16,600    0    0 

BAt,  Baggage,  &c.      ----.-----. 

Contingencies     ------------ 

Miscellaneous  Payments      ---------- 

Extraordinaries,  including  all  Bills  drawn  on  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury    - 
Subsidy  to  Russia        .-..---..-- 
Billsof  Credit,  per  Act  54  Geo.  9,  cap.  13     -•--•-- 

Aid  to  Prussia 

Ditto  to  Sweden  .-. 

Ditto  to  Hanover         ----------- 

Ditto  to  Denmark       .-.-•-.---. 
Ditto  to  Austria  ----------- 

Advances  to  His  Most  Christian  Majesty        -.-..-. 


5,399.814 

198,170 

170.110 

837.613 

91.849 

24.461 

166.784 

1^3.000 

580.445 

49,000 

196,000 

39,967 

15,843 

2«,500 

26.000 

15,000 

18,000 

15,069 

83,000 

309,886 


1 

1 

4 

4 

S 

8  10 

6     8 

0    0 

13     0 


7 
3 

14 
9 

16 


0 
0 
9 
i 
0 
0 
0 
0 
9 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
9 
0 
0 
0 
0 
6 
0 
0 


7,985,000    0    8 
400,009    9    0 


£, 


135.000  0 

0 

46,437  13 

0 

899,508  7 

3 

4,549  9 

6 

99.578,928  14 

8 

1,490,984  1 

6 

665,971  19 

8 

885,893  19 

10 

800,009  9 

0 

500,000  0 

0 

86,917  \6 

0 

150,004  4 

0 

900,009  9 

0 

43,820,180  9 

9 

10,094,693  18 

H 

33,795,556  3 

6» 

The  Sum  of  .f  .4^700,000  has  also  been  paid  by  the  Paynatter-General,  in  discharga  of  Bills  of  Ex- 
change diawa  bf  the  TfMMury  of  Ireland,  oo  account  of  the  Irish  Loan. 

The  Sum  paid  for  Extraordinaries,  includes  advances  of  Specie  made  on  varions  Stations  abroad  by 
the  Commisiariat  Department,  for  Pay  of  the  Forces,  and  other  Services ;  alto  Provtskmt  Issued  to  the 
said  Forces,  for  which  credit  will  be  glveft  at  the  foot  of  thejkeeoant  of  Bxtraoidittaifat  for  1814. 

IMe.— nieSam  of  ^.lO^OH^^  18s.  nyUbi^H^  Ali8«it  of  IMritteMet  4iid  AdvMioee  to  other 
Countries  should  be  deducted  /from  thit  Account,  the  same  being  included  in  this  Ataoowt,  oe  ViU  m  te 
Aoooont  Appendix  j.— The  Eipeaditare  of  the  Aimj  «iU  then  be  df  .3d,795|556  3c.  S^dt 
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APPENDIX  (l.)^An  Accowu  qf  the  ieveral  Paymbmts  mad£  m  the  Year  aided  the  5tk 
Jan,  1815,  tji  respect  qf  Loans,  Remittances,  and  ADYAficst,  to  Ireland  and  other 
Ckmntriee. 


■^ 


IRELAND. 


On  Aocoont  of  Loan,  jf  .6,000,000— 53  Geo. 

3,  cap.  (59 

Ditto    5400,000— 54  Geo. 

3,  cap.  16 •*•••• 


Oitio Lottery  anno  1813,  53  Gea 

3,  cap.  93... 


£. 


d. 


3,'700,000    0    0 
4,906,791     9    6 


m» 


T*- 


£. 


AUSTRIA. 

By  Btlla  drawn  upon  the  Treaiory  in  fortber 
part  of  jg.  1,000,000  agreed  by  the  Treaty 
of  Toplitx  to  be  advanced    ..••• 

Paymeoti  on  Aocoont  of  tbe  Sam  oi 
d^.97<,293  4t.  6d:  tbe  Sam  to  be  advaaoed 
partoaiit  to  tbe  Tireaty  of  Cbaamont,  ▼is 
Bilb  apon  tbe  Treaiory  £Ai6,666  13  4 
Remitted  by  the  Commis- 
•ary  in  Chief 150,000    0    01 


Valae  of  Clothing  loppUed  by  the  Com- 
miMary  in  Chief  

Valae  of  Armi  tnpplied  by  tbe  Board  oi 
Ordnance • « 


49$,915    0    0 


566,666  13  4 
283,899  18  8 
186,851     5    8 


DENMARK. 

Payments  on  Account  of  (he  Sum  of 
«f. 181,917  I6«.  theSumtobeadTanced 
panoant  to  tbe  Treaty  of  Keil,  r\z, 

Billf  drawn  on  tbe  Treasury    •••   

PaymenU  to  tbe  Agent  of  the  Danish 
Government.. •*•.• 

FRANCE. 

By  Sam  advanced  to  Hii  Moit  Cbrittian 
Majesty,  to  miable  bim  to  return  to  Prance 

Value  of  Arms,  ace.  supplied  by  tbe  Board 
of  Ordnance  to  the  South  of  France  .... 


8,606,791  9  6 
117,194  $  9) 


JS. 


t. 


■"— r- 


8,783,985  18  3| 


1,475,638  11  8 


35,000  0  0 
86,917  16  0 


800,000  0  0 
31,931  16  10 


181,917  16    0 


HANOVER. 

AdTanced  to  tbe  Hanoverian  Minister,  par 

soant  to  an  engagement   conclodcd    at 

London  for  the  Mamtenance  of  15,000| 

troops    500,000    0    0 

Valoe  of  Clothing,  fcc  supplied  by  the 

Comminary  in  Chief 

Val'ia  of  Arms,  ke.  supplied  by  the  Board 

ofCrdnance • •••- 


HOLLAND. 


bp  the 


Value  of  Clothing,  Ace.  so| 

Commismry  in  Chief  .... 
Valoe  of  Arms,  lie*  supplied  by  the  Board 

of  Ofduaace •• 

OLDPIBUROH. 

Value  of  Clotbfaii,  Ice.  supplied  by  the 
Coaminvj  in  Chief  •••• 


165,483  10    Oi 
74,455  17    7 


831,931  J6  10 


730,879    7    7| 


38,071    8    7| 
855,687  18  10 


867,759    7    5} 


10,007  17    5 
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PARL.  ACCOXJNTS.--OMAT  Bkitain. 


t«l 


PORTUGAL. 

The  Som  agreed  to  be  •dvaoced  to  Portogal 

*^fi  Sttppties  of  Mooe^y  PrarisioiiBf  mm 

Stores,  for  the  Year  ]814i,  was    

The  actual.  Sam  advanced  is  not  yet  ascer 
talned,  the  Accounts  being  now  under 
examination : —  The  Value  of  Clething 
sent  from  England  by  the  Commissary  in 
Chief,  is  jf .56,745  2f.  3d. 


PRUSSIA. 

i 

^•Payments  on  Account  of  the  Balance  due 
at  the  end  of  the  last  Year  in  respect  of 
the  aid  of  .£.665,666  1S«.  4<f.  agreed  to 
be  furnished  for  (he  Year  1813  ;  and  also 
in  respect  of  the  Sum  of  .£.973,242  4* 
6<l.  to  be  advanced  for  the  Year  1814, 
pursuant  to  the  Treaty  of  Chaumont,  tIz. 
Bills  drawn  upon  the 

Treasury    «  ^.165,000    0    0 

Issues  to  the  Agents  of 

the  Prussian  Oovem* 

mcnt 820,795  12    0 


By  one-third  of  the  Strai  of  .f.  1,000,000 
being  the  amount  of  the  Bills  of  Credit, 
issued  pursuant  to  Act  54  Geo.  3,  c<  14, 
paid  off  in  the  Year  1814    

Value  of  Arms,-&c  supplied  by  the  Board 
of  Ordnance 


RUSSIA. 

Payments  on  Account  of  the  Balance  due  at 
the  end  of  the  last  Year,  in  respect  of  the 
Btd  of  w£.  1,333,333  6f.  8A  agreed  to  be  fur- 
nished for  the  Year  1813,  and  also  in  re 
spect  of  the  Sum  of  ^.  1,250,000  to  be 
advanced  for  the  Year  1814,  pursuant  to 
the  Treaty  of  Chaumont,  viz.  ' 
Bills  drawn  upon  the 

Treasury     £.  83,031     7  10 

Issues  to  the  Agents  of 
the  Russian  Govern- 
ment        1,420,284    1     6 


By  two-thirds  of  the  Sun  of  jf.  1,000,000, 
being  the  amount  of  the  Bills  of  Credit 
issued  punuant  to  Act  54  Geo.  3.  c.  14, 
paid  off  in  the  Year  1814..... 

Estimated  Value  of  the  Provisions,  Stores,' 
Btc,  supplied  to  the  Rosrian  Fleet,  in  the 
Year  1814,inpartoftheSumof^.500,000 
agreed  by  the  Tieaty  of  Chaumont  to  be 

supp!  ied  for  this  Seprice,  yiz, 

By  Commissioners  of 
Victualling  and  Navy  .£.357,650  }6 


t,     d 


•£•        #•  •  dL 


1,500,000    0    0 


JB,        #.    d. 


Commissary  in  Chief... 
Ordnance ; 


SICILY* 


13,193 
14,647 


4 
2 


Advanced  by  the  Commissary  in  the  M edi 
terranean  to  the  Sicilian  Government,  on 
Account  of  the  Ajd  agreed  to  be  furnished 
for  the  Year  18U & 


985,795  12  0 

333^333  6  8 
11,042  6  5 


1,503,315  9  4 


666,666  13  4 


1,330.171  5  1 


385,491  3  11 


2,555,473  6  7 


316,66«  13  4 


xli] 


V.«-PuBLic  Expenditure^  1815« 


IxYd 


SPAIN. 

Advanced  onder  the  orden  of  Sir  Henry 
Wcllesley,  1,808,754  Spanish  Dollars, 
estimated  at  ...^ .., 

Value  of  Stores,  &c.  supplied  by  the  follow 
iog  Depariinents,  viz. 

Board  of  Ordnince £.  1.954  19     0 

Cbmmissrs.  VidiiaUing       8.469  19  lU 
Ctoimjssary  in  Chief...    135,913    8  11} 


SWEDEN. 

Payments  to  the  Swedish  Minister,  in  pnr 
suance  of  an  additional  Article  to  the 
Treaty  of  Stockholm,  signed  at  Leipsic  oo 
the99dOct.  1813    


HISCELLANEOU& 

Value  of  Clothing,  &c.  supplied  to  sundry 

Foreign  Corps,  (ke. 

Value  of  Arms,  &c.  1..  Ditto  


•f .        s.    d. 


450,000    0    0 


136.338    7  Hi 


«£•        <.     tL 


586,338    7  Hi 


u    d^ 


30.878  15  10 
57.966  13    4 


h 


800,000    0    0 


88,845    9    8 


ToUl    •    •    «f . 


/ 


10,094«623  18  7| 


18,748,609  16  lOi 


JS,        «•  d. 

Total  Amount  of  Pecuniary  Aid • 8,385,839     1  9 

Valoe  of  Clothing,  ice  furnished  by  tho  Commtosary  in  Chief 644,939  15  3| 

Ditto Arms,  Ice.  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance     599,890  17  8 

Ditto ProTiatotts  and  Kaval  Stores 393,96]    3  10{ 

i£.  10.024,693  18  7| 


M.  B.  The  Value  of  all  Soppliea  famished  to  Foreign  Powers  being  included  in  the  Accounts  of 
Expenditure  by  the  Army,  Navy,  and  Ordnance  Departments,  the  Total  Amount  of  such  Sop- 
plies  should  be  deducted  therefrom ;  but  as  it  is  the  usnal  practice  to  repay  to  the  Oidoanoe  and 
Kaval  Departments  the  Value  of  the  Stores  furnished  by  them,  by  Warrants  upon  the  Pay- 
viaster-GeiDeral,  the  Total  Dedoetion  may  be  made  from  the  Army  Expenditure.  The  Value  of 
the  Supplies  furnished  by  the  Board  of  Ordnance  most  also  be  deducted  from  the  Total  Expen- 
diture by  that  Board,  as  they  give  in  their  Accounts  the  Total  of  Payments  made  by  them  in 
each  year,  and  consequently  when  the  Valoe  of  the  Stores  fumithed  by  them  are  repaid  by  the 
Paymaster-General,  those  Sums  are  disbursed  for  other  Services,  and  again  appear  in  the  Ord- 
nance Accounts.  The  Naval  Account  on  the  contrary  comprises  only  the  Money  issued  from 
the  Exchequer,  and  the  Expenditure  thereof. 


APPENDIX,  (K.)— il«  Acamnt,  9kawiiig  kaw  the  Monies  remaining  m  the  Receipt  qf  the 
ExcHsauER  on  the  5th  day  qfJamuary  1814^  together  toiih  the  Monie$ paid  into  theeante 
during  the  Year  ended  the  5th  day  (^  Jamtafy  1815,  haoe  been  actually  applied  ;  so  /or 
a$  relatei  to  Miscbllameous  Ssevices. 


SEBVICBS  AT  HOME.  £.  t.    4. 

For  defrayliig  the  Expense  of  erecting  a  new  Court  House  Ibr  the  Hanbaliea  Court  467  1    0 

To  make  good  the  deficiency  of  the  grant  for  Ditto 593  33{ 

For  defraying  the  Expense  of  Works  done  at  the  Manhalsea  Prison           •           -  1,479  8    0 

For  the  Relief  of  American  Loyalbts          ...-.••..  19,000  0    0 

Ditto   -    -    -    St  Domingo  Soflerers            ......           .  5,000  0    0 

For  Composition  to  St  DomiQgo  Sniierefs,  n  lien  of  Ammal  AUowaooes        -       •  19,000  0    0 
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VI.— PUBLIC  FUNDED  DEBT. 


An  Account  qf  the  Progress  made  in  ike  Redemption  <^  the  Public  Dsbt  of  Ibelanp, 

Funded  in  Great  Britain,  at  1st  February  1815. 


FUNM. 


CoQSolidated     3 
per  ct.  Annuit. 

Keduced  ditto... 


GoDSolidated  4 
per  ct.  Annuit. 

Ditto  5  per  ceat. 
Ditto 


Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners 

Debt  Unredeem* 
edUtFeU1815 


CAPITALS. 


of.        «.  d. 

38,12*7,625  0  0 
41,068,750  0  0 


5,054,375  0  0 
2,229.000  0  0 


86,472»750  0  0 
14,264,055  0  0 


72,208,695  0  0 


Redeemed 

by  the 

Commissiomn 

at  the 
lit  Feb.  1SI5. 


6,903,255 
7,360,800 


14,264,055 


TOTAL  SUMS 
paid. 


J6,        S,     d. 

4,347,368     8     0 
4,610,505  12    0 


8,957,874    0    0 


Afenie 
Price  of 
Stocka. 


63 
6^ 


SUMS 

uuiullj  applicable  tn  tbe  RednctlQD 

aftfaeDESr. 


Annuity   of   1 
per  ct.  on  Ca 
pitals  created 
since  1797  ... 

Dividend  on 
^.14,264,055 
3  per  cent.... 


Bank  Long  An 
nuities  which 
«iU  expire5th 
Jan.  1860  ... 


J£»      9.     dL 


873,984  19    9f 


427,921   13     0 


1,301,906  12    94 


129,583    6    S 


Progress  made  in  the  Redemption  qf  the  Imperial  Debt,  at  1st  Pehruofy  1815. 


Imperial  3  perct 
Anoaities..... 

Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners 

Unredeemed   1st 
Feb.  1815... 


7,502,633  6  8    1,622,584 
1,622,584  0  0 


984,502    8    9 


60f 


5,880,049  C  8 


I  perct  on  Ga 
pitals  created 
by  Loan  1797 

Dividend  on 
£.  1,622,584 
3  per  cent .  . 


Imperial   An 
nuities  which 
will  expire  1st 
May  1819.... 


36,693 

0 

0 

48,677 

10 

H 

85,370 

10 

♦1 

239,000 

0 

0 

Progress  made  in  the  Redemption  qf  the  Debt  of  Portugal,  at  \st  February  1815. 


Reduced    3    per 
cent.  Annuities 

Redeemed  by  the 
Commissioners 

Unredeemed  1st 
Feb.  1815  «... 


895,522  7  9 

293,751 

185,656  17  6 

293,751  0  0 

* 

• 

601,771  7  9 

63i 


Annual  Appro- 
priation   


Dividend     on 
£.  293,751 
3    per    cent 
Aoouities  ••• 


30,000    0    0 


8,812  10    7 
38,8  Id  10    1 


sitx] 


^00     10     o     o     o     ^     o 

«)U>       M       O       O       O       O       01 


(i 


A  O 

8*' 


8 

a' 


<o     o      v^  n  ot 

P    P    S  5?  3^ 

t."     ^"     o"  CO .  sT 

'^  5  a 
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PASEi.  ACCOVlmU- 43raA«  B«iTAt». 


tiM 


An  Accmmi  qf  the  Public  Funded  Debt  qf  Gbeat  Bmtain,  aa  tke  $ame  stood  on 

the  lit  qf  Febnuuy  1815. 


.'._  j._i" 


■-T" 


TOTjiL  DEBT  UmiEDBBMED. 


Afc  3  per  C«nt« 

Bank  of  England,  attd  Annnttieib  1*731 

Sonth  Sea  Old  and  New  Aonntties 

ConioHdated  Annuities 

Kedaced  Anouitiet 


Af  4per  Cent. 

Consolidated  Attouitiei. 


At  5  per  Cent 

Consolidated  Annuities..., 
Annuities  1797  and  1802. 


Total  Capitau. 


Annual  Interest < 

Annuities  for  Lives,  or  for  Tenne  of  Years 

Cbarfes  of  Management. 

Annual  or  other  Sums  payable  to  tbe  Commissioners  for 
the  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt,  by  sundry  Acts  ol 
Parliament 


ToTAb  of  Amkoap  Eztbhsb. 


JC. 


i.    4, 


1«,686,600  0  0 
«5,98*,6«4  13  114 
962.928,558  4  5| 
168,794,022  0  1 


74,077,744  2  9 


106,062.254  13  7 
1,438,938  14  0 


22,391,877  19  llj 
1,303,585  14  5| 
238,294  10  0 


11,480,049  14  9} 


«.    «r. 


751,973,002     8     2} 


35,413,807  18    H 


■»  -  .■ 


VII.— UNFUNDED  DEBT. 

An  Jecount  qf  tfte  Unpukded  Debt  and  Demands  Outstandiwg  on  the  5th  Day  qf 

Januaiy  1815. 


ElOTlQVBR. 

Exeb^nef  Bills  provided  for 

Dd nnprovided  for .. 


TUASUBY. 

MisceUaneont  Serricea, , 

Warrants  for  Army  Serrices.. 
TreunryBiltf 


Army 

fierracks,. 

Ordnance..... n. 

Kevy ^,.. 

Cif  il  List  Adrancat, 


>•«  ••.•••••.••.•*.•■ 


Amount  Outstanding. 


31,941,700    0    0 
26,000,000    0    0 


483,410  14    9) 
19,622  15     7i 
1,784,564    0    0 


£. 


4.    tf. 


57,941,700    0    0 


2,287.597  10  5 

1,047,363    2  3 

116.204     9  2 

793,919    4  8 

6,361,076    7  7J 

32,663  14  H 


68,580,524  10    4^ 
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VIIL— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


An  Acanmi  ihowitig  how  the  Monibs,  ffiven  for  the^tarict  qf  the  Year  1814,  hme  kMi 
duposed  qfs  diitingidshed  under  their  MeveriU  head$,  $o/ar  as  reiatee  to  Qkzhf  BftlTiiffi. ' 


SERVICES. 

Nivy « 

Ordnance • 

Forces  

Toeilftblehn  Msjetty  to  take  such  Mea* 
■uret  at  maybe  nece««ary  to  disapptiint 
or  defeat  the  Eoterprises  or  Deiigot  of 
bis  Knemies,  and  as  the  Exigency  of 
Affairs  may  reqaiie..... 

Td  make  good  such  Eo^agements  at  may 
be  subtisttogr  or  be  contracted  betveco 
hit  Majesty  and  Foreign  Powers  ^.....« 

For  further  enabling  his  Majesty  to  fulfil 
the  Engagements*  he  hat  entered  into 
with  Foreiirn  Powers.. 

For  paying  off  and  discharging  any  Bills 
of  Credit,  or  other  Securities  issued  by 
Tirtue  of  an  Act  patted  in  the  latt  Set* 
tioo  of  Ptirliaroeat,  intituled,  *'  An  Act 
"  for  giriog  efiaet  to  certain  Engage* 
*'  mentt  of  hit  Majesty  wiih  the  Empe* 
"  ror  of  all  the  Rosaias,  and  the  Ring 
**  of  Proatia,  for  famishing  a  Part  of 
'*  the  Pecaniary  Succours  for  a&sitting 
**  his  Majesty's  aaid  Allies  in  support* 
"  iog  the  Expenses  of  the  War  with 
"  France,"  which  may  become  payable 
in  the  course  of  the  present  Year  

To  enable  bis  Majesty  to  afford  Relief  to 
the  Inhabitants  of  such  Parts  of  Ger- 
many at  have  tnffered  in  their  Pertont 
and  Property,  in  consequence  of  tbt 
Operations  of  the  late  War,  and  of  the 
wanton  Devastations  committed  by  the 
Forces  acting  nuder  the  orders  of  the 
late  Ruler  of  France;  and  that  the  said 
Sum  be  iscoed  and  paid  to  the  Commit* 
tee  appuioted  in  Li)»doo  for  the  Relief 
of  the  Suflierera  in  Germany,  without 
any  Fee  or  other  Deduction  whatsoever 

For  paying  off  and  discharging  any  Ex* 
chequer  Bills  istoed  on  the  Credit  off 
the  Aids  of  the  Year  1815,  which  art 
or  may  be  outstaodiog  during  the  Year 

1814 :.. 

Fbr  paying  off  and  discharging  Exchequer 
Bills  made  o<ft  by  virtue  of  several 
AcU  of  the  46th,  47tb,  and  46tli  Yeaia 
of  hit  pratent  M^iesty 

To  make  good  the  like  Sum  which  baa 
been  ittned  by  bit  Mi^^tty's  Ordenv 
portaant  to  Addrettat  of  the  Boote  off 
Commoiit,  and  vhidl  baa  not  beea 
Bade  good  by  Pisrlianient**....*.*.....*. 

To  make  good  ftirtfaer  Samt  ittued  pan- 
toaot  to  Da .«.•. t... 


To  make  good  the  likt  Son  iiaocd  to 
teveral  Pcrtoot  for  PuUie  Sorvicet,  and 
whioh  bavo  not  boon  replaood  by  Paiw 


SUMS  Voud  or  OrsfttH. 


JS.  t.    dL 

18,780.070  19  n 

3,588,797  0    9 

90,493,76i  13    4 


3,000,000    0    0 


3,000^000    0    0 


1,200^000    0    0 


SOMSPSM. 


'«  II*  I    ii 


18.7S0^070  19  IT 

3,300,700    0     0 

30,493,7M  IS    4 


3,000/190    0    0 


9,000^)00    0    0 


1,«00»000    ^    0 


1,000,000    0    0 


100,000    0    0 


3,000,000    0    0 


3|000,00^    0    0 


iAHM^^an^aai 


ttaslntotepslti 


tt8,08Y    a    9 


],0M,0S0    •    9 


100,000    0    0 


B,SC9,900    0    0 


40,081  14    0 
17,989  19    5 


99,n9    0    Ql 


\ 


5$ fill  IS    S 


mfi09   4>    Of 


Ii30,l00    0   « 


3,000/100    •    0 


femtmuedj 


M 


PAftLl  ACCOUNTS.— Gbiat  Butaim. 


Pri 


SERVICES— <iw<mifeif. 


For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Ciril 
JSitabUihiiieutB  under  mentidoed ;  ois. 

Of  the  Bahama  Itlaodt,  in  addition  to  the 
'  Salaries  now  paid  to  the  Public  Offlcen 
out  of  tba  Doty  Fand»  and  other  inci- 
dental Chaigei  attending  the  same; 
from  the  lit  day  of  January  to  the  3i8t 
day  of  December  1814  .......•• •• 

Do .Bermada  or  Soman  blandf*  from 

.'Do:.. to.. .Do. 

Do... Dominica from  Do.. .to.. .Do... 

Do.. .Upper  Canada,  from  Do...to...Do... 

Do...NoTa  Scotia... .from  Da...to...Do... 

Do...NewBron8wick,  from  Do..to...Do... 

Do...Cape  Breton...from  Do. ..to... Do... 

D^...St.  John,  noir  called  Prince  Edward 
Ifland,  from  Do...to...Do. 

Do...Newfoandland..firom  Do...to...Do... 

Do...Sierra  Leone.. Mfrom'Do...to...Do... 

Do.. .New  Sooth  Walei,from  Do..to..Da« 

For  defraying  the  Eipenseof  maintaining 
and  repairing  the  Britieh  Foitt  on  the 
Coast  of  Africa;  for  the  Year  1814  ... 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Royal 
Military  College,  from  the  25th  day  of 
December  1813  to  the  24th  day  of 
December  1814,  both  inclotive,  being 
365  days 

For...Do...of  the  Royal  Military  Asylum 
at  Chelsea,  for  the  same  time ••.... 

To  be  applied  in  support  of  an  Institution, 
called  The  Veterinary  College;  for  the 
Year  1814   

For  paying  the  Salaries  of  cerUio  Offlcen 
of  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament;  for 
the  Year  1814 

For  paying  the  Fees  on  the  passing  the 
Pubic  Accounts  fur  the  Year  1814..... 

For  paying  the  Expenses  incident  to  the 
two  Houses  of  Parliament ;  for  the  Year 
1814 

For  defraying  his  Majesty's  Foreign  and 
other  Secret  Services ;  for  the  Year 
1814 

For  defraying  the  Espenseof  Law  Charges; 
for  the  Year  1814  

For  defraying  the  Expense  of  the  Public 
Office  in  Bow-street ;  for  the  Year  1814 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Soperin* 
teodence  of  Aliens,  accofding  to  the 
Provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  43d 

'  year  of  his  presant  Majesty ;  for  the 
Year  1814 

To  be  paid  to  SheriA  for  Conviction  of 
Felonr,  and  Oreipaymentsi  for  the 
Year  1814    

For  defraying  the  Extra  Charge  for  Con* 
tingencies  of  the  three  SeereUries  of 
SUte;  far  the  Year  1814  

For...bih.uif  Messeogen  of...Do..for..Do. 

For  oompletiug  the  Expense  incurred  in 
printing  and  distributing  the  Parish 
Registeny  in  pnnuance  of  an  Act  of  the 
58.1  Year  of  his  present  Muesty ;  for 
tha  Year  1814 

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  Printing  for 
the  House  of  Lords,  and  for  printing 
Acts  of  Parliament:  for  Um  Year  1814 


£. 


9.    4. 


3,301  10    0 


1,0«3 
600 
8,441 
13,440 
5,775 
8,144 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


3,826  0  0 

4,008  0  0 

14,102  0  0 

13,898  0  0 


85,000    0    0 


86,469  15  8 

30,455  15  9 

1,000  0  0 

1,880  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

4,800  0  0 

175,000  0  0 

80,000  0  0 

18,000  0  0 


9,988    0    9 
11,000    0    0 


16,000    0    0 
19,000    0    0 


6,169  14    0 


81^000    0    0 


suits  laid. 


df.         s*    dL 


8,800  0  0 

903  9  9} 

S77  6  0\ 

8,441  0  0 

13,440  0  0 

5,775  0  0 

1,500  0  0 

8,000  0  0 

4,008  0  0 

14.102  0  0 

13,298  0  0 


35,000    0    0 


85,418  0  0 

30,455  15  9 

1,000  0  0 

1,880  0  0 

1,000  0  0 

4,184  6  9 

34,843  16  0 

80,000  0  0 

18,000  0  0 


7,441  10    6} 


11,000    0    0 


16,000    0    0 
19,000    0    0 


6,169  14    0 


15,000  ^    0 


lobepaM. 


£.  f .      «f. 


501  10     0 

119  10    8f 
328  13  ll{ 

644    0    0 
1,886    0     » 


1,051  15.   9 


15  13    5 


140,756    4    0 


8,480  10    81 


6^000    0    0 
(comimnidj 


hU] 
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t*i<fci 


flS1tyfC£8--€Diili(iiiMt 


^ 


For  dtfrmyhig  the  Charge  of  priotiDf 
1,750  Copies  of  the  67th  Volame  ol 
Jbarneli  of  the  Home  of  GoniBoot,  for 
the  Seoioa  1819 

Do DOb..«of  printing  the  Votes  of  the 

Hooseof  Commoiis  duringthe  leit  Sea- 
iion  iif  Parliemcot 

To  nake  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant 
in  the  Yaar  1813,  for  dcfirayiaf  the 
Expense  of  printiig  the  Votes  of  the 
House  of  ConiDons  doring  the  Scasioa 
1818 

To  defray  the  Expense  of  pcintmy  Bills, 
Reportib  and  other  Papers,  by  order  of 
the  House  of  ConoMMis  dnring  the  hMt 
Session  of  Parliament 

To  defray  the  Expense  that  may  be  in- 
curred tovards  leprintiag  Six  Volumea 
of  Journals  of  the  House  of  Ooaimoos  j 
for  the  Year  1814   

To  defray  the  Charge  for  Statiooery  for 
the  two  Houses  of  Parliament ;  for  the 
Year  1814   

To  defray  the  probable  Amoont  of  Bills 
drawn  or  to  be  drawn  from  New  Sooth 
Wales;  forthe Year  1814 

To  make  good  the  deAdancy  of  the 
Grant  in  the  Year  18H,  for  extiaordi- 
nary  Expenios  Ineuned  for  P)roa«ci>- 
tiooi,  kc.  retatSng  to  the  Coin  of  this 


For  defraying  the  Extraordinary 
that  may  be  inenrred  lor  Prosecutions, 
9te,  relating  to  the  Coin  of  this  King- 
dom; Ibr  the  Year  1814   .. 

Towards  making  good  the  Deficiency  of 
the  Grant  1813,  for  defraying  the  Ex- 
pense of  printing  Billt,  Reports,  and 
other  Papen,  by  Order  of  the  Honseof 
Commona,  during  the  last  SesMm  of 
Parliament 

To  defray  the  Expenae  attending  the  con- 
fining, maintaining,  and  employnig 
Convicts  at  Home ;  for  the  Senrioeof 
the  Year  1814 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant 
1813,  for  defraying  the  Extraordioafy 
Expenses  incurred  for  Prosecutions  r^ 
lating  to  the  Coin  of  the  Kingdom 

For  discharging  Intersat  on  Exchequer 
BiUs  

One  hundredth  part  of  the  Sumof  Twenty  • 
mnemillions  of  Exchequer  Bills*  autho- 
fised  in  the  Season  of  Parliament  1814 
to  be  issued  and  charged  upon  the  Aids 
of  that  Year ;  and  a  further  Sum  of 
Ten  thousand  POnnda  issued  by  Tiftne 
oftwoAcUof  the  Seaskw  1813;  and 
that  the  said  Sums,  making  together 
the  Sum  of  Three  hundred  thouaand 
Pounds,  be  isaoed  and  pmd  by  equal 
Quarterly  Paymenta  to  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
tobe  by  tham  planed  lothe  Acoooat 
of  the Commisaionon  forthe  Beduo- 
tion  of  the  National  Debt;  fbrtheYear 
ending  the  1st  day  of  Febrnary  1815... 

To  defray  Bilk  of,thb,0sher  of  the  Gooffl 
of  E>«heqner  4r  99n^plyji^  the  Court 
tad  Q*om  vilb  StatioMry,  for  kMjp. 


2,500    0 
8,600    0 


0 
0 


596  11  0 

15,000    0  0 

6,000    0  0 

3,500    0  0 

-WfiOO    0  0 


814  18  11 


5,000    0    0 


•     5,376  9  1 

93,594  1  8 

1,978  6  9 

1,900^000  0  0 


300,000    0    0 


suMinu. 


£.       i.    d. 


3,974  17    0 


596  11    0 


16,000    0    0 


9,833  15    6 


80,000    0    0 


814  19  11 


4,494    9  #9 


5,376  0  1 

93,594  1  8 

1,978  6  9 

1,811,409  4  4 


3PO,000    0    0 


UUWM. 


9,500    0    0 
395    3    O 


6,000    0    0 
666    4    6 


505  10  10 


88,590  15    8 


fctiiiiifM§i% 
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ABRVlCfiH— comiiMfttf. 


ing  in  good  aod  auffloient  Bepair  th« 
said  Coart,  aod  for  the  accaitomed 
Fees  or  Allowaiides  to  the  several  Offi* 
cera  thereof;  for  the  Year  1814  ...... 

To  defray  the  Expeiice  incurred  for  print* 
ing  1»230  Copies  of  the  4dth  Volum# 
of  the  Jonroab  of  the  Houae  of  Peers... 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the 
Orant  of  the  Year  1813,  for  printing 
1  f'TdO  Copies  of  the  65th  Volume  of  the 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons  ... 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Civil 
List,  on  the  5th  day  of  April  1814 

Towards    defraying    the    Extraordinary 

.  Charges  of  the  Civil  List ;  for  the  Year 
1814 

The  following  SERVICES  are  directed  to 
be  paid  without  any  Fee  or  other 
Deduction  whatsoever : 

To  be  advanced  to  the  Bank  of  Scotland, 
under  the  Conditions  and  Kestrictions 
mentioned  in  as  Act  of  the  Session 
1813,  for  further  improving  the  Com- 
munication between  the  County  of 
Edinburgh  and  the  County  of  Fife,  by 
the  Ferries  cross  the  Frith  of  Forth, 
between  Leith  and  Newhaven  in  the 
County  of  Edinburgh,  aod  Kinghom 

•  and  Burntisland,  in  the  County  of  Fife  ; 
for  the  Year  18)4  

For  the  Relief  of  the  Suffering  Clergy  and 
Laity  of  Fiauce  for  the  Year  1814 

...Do...St.  Domingo  Sufferers  Do... 

M«Do... Dutch  Emigrants Do... 

...Do ..Toulonese  and  Corsican  Emi- 
grants  , ^..Du... 

...Do. ..American  Loyalists  Do... 

To  pay  Bills  drawn  from  Abroad  on  Ac- 
count of  certain  French. and  Corsican 
Emigrants;  for  the  Year  1814  

For  tlie  9«lief  of  French  Emigrants  resi- 
dent in  the  Islands  of  Jeraey  and  Guern- 
sey ;  forthe  Year  1814 

For  deifrayiog  the  remainder  of  the  Ex- 
penses of  repairing  the  Cburcb  of  St 
Margaret  Westminster,  above  the  Sums 
granted  by  Parliament  for  that  purpose 

For  defraying  the  Expensa  of  the  National 
Vaccine  Establishment;  for  the  Year 
1814 

For  Protestant  Dissenting  Ministers  in 
England;  for  the  Year  1814 

For Do in  Ireland,  for  ....Do 

To  defray  certain  small  charitable  and 
other  Allowances  to  the  Poor  of  St 
Martin  in  the  Fields,  et  alia ;  for  the 
Year  1814   • 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  the  Grant 
of  the  Year  1811,  for  Repairs  and 
Worki  at  the  King's  Bench  Prison 

To  -make  Compensation  to  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  an  Act  of  the  52d 
year  of  his  present  Majesty,  to  inqoine 
into  the  Businesa  of  the  Ofllce  of  Works, 
for  their  Assiduity,  Care,  and  Pains,  m 
the  execution  of  the  Tmst  repoiod  in 
them • ......•• 

To  be  applied  in  fi|rther  execotion  of  an 
Act  of  the  43d  y far  of  bli  present  Mi- 


AWSfsioSarfiMriiri. 


£. 


VIB    4    7 


9,107    5    8 


134    2     1 
118,857    4  11 


100,000    0    0 


10,000  0  0 

119,500  0  0 

8,000  0  0 

9,500  e  0 

11,500  0  0 

19,000  0  0 


4,000    0     0 


3,250    0    0 


3,059    0    0 


9,000    0    0 

],«15  14    0 
753  13    6 


1,166  14  If 
8,160    S    0 


7,500    0    • 


soiiir»l4 


1,893  15     1 
2,107  .5    8 

134    2    1 
1X8,857    4  11 

100,000    0    0 


tffr 


10,000  0  0 

119,500  0  0 

8,000  0  0 

3,500  0  0 

8.000  0  0 

16,000  U  0 


4,000     0  0 

3,250    0  0 

3,059    0  0 

^,000    0  0 

807  17  0 

753  13  6 

1,166  14  10 

£,160    3  0 


1^00    0    0 


labcpya. 


825    9    6 


2,900    0    0 

;»,ooa  0   0 


807  17    0 


£tmim^edj 


wi 
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SBRVICEB— coii/iiit(tf(/. 


f  jetty,to«trdfin«kiogllMdiaiidbaild- 
mg  Bridges  io  tie  Htgblanda  of  SodU 
bud;  for  tiM  Y^ar  1814  

Towards  defraying  the  SapoMa  «f  mak- 
ing an  Iiilaod  Navigation  from  die 
Eastern  to  tbe  Western  Sea,  by  Inver- 
uais  and  Fort  William ;  for  tbe  Year 
1814    *. 

For  carrying  into  tfiect  tbe  Provisions  of 
an  Act  of  tbe  4dtb  year  of  his  present 
Majesty,  intituled,  **  An  Act  for  con- 
solidating and  rendering  more  effectual 
the  several  AcU  for  tbe  Purchase  of 
Boildiop.  and  further  Improvement  of 
the  StreeU  and  Places  near  to  West^ 
minster- Hall  and  the  tvo  Houses  of 
Parliament;"  for  tbe  Year  1814  

For  defraying  the  Charge  of  the  Soper- 
annnatkNi  Allowance  or  Compensation 
to  Joseph  Plaota,  Esq.  formerly  one  of 
the  Paymasters  of  Exchequer  Bills  ^ 
for  the  Year  1814  

To  ditto  of  Mr.  Edward  Roy  er,  formerly  a 
Clerk  in  the  LottOT  Office;  for  tbe 
Year  1814   4. 

To  ditto  of  Mr.  Jobtt  Piogo,  formerly 
AsiisUnt  Engraver  to  his  Majesty's 
Mint;  for  the  Year  1814  

To  ditto  to  three  retired  Officers  or  Clerks 
formerly  employed  in  the  Office  of  tbe 
Gomminioners  for  auditing  Public  Ac- 
counts; for  tbe  Year  1814    

Towards  defraying  tbe  Expeoses  of  the 
Repair  of  King  Henry  the  Seventh's 
Chapel}  for  tbe  Year  1814  

For  paying  off  and  discharging,  on  tbe 
5tb  day  of  April  1814,  certain  Annui- 
ties, granted  by  tiro  AcU  of  tbe  37tb 
and  4Sd  years  of  His  present  Majesty.. 

For  ditto  ditto  at  10th  October  1814, 
(being  part  of  ^.34,444.  15«.  ^ 
granted) ••• 

For  tbe  Relief  of  the  Poor  Fkencb  Refogee 
Qergy;  for  tbe  Year  18 14. 

For  ditto  Laity,  for  ditto   

To  defray  tbe  Charge  incurred  in  April 
1813,  in  tbe  Parehase  of  Grain  and 
Poutoes  centreyed  to  the  Shetland 
Islands,  for  the  Relief  of  tbe  distressed 
Inhabitants  there    • «. 

To  discharge  in  tbe  Year  1814,  the 
Arrean  due  to  tbe  several  Tradesmen 
for  Work  done  at  the  Houses  of  Parlia- 
moot  and  the  Speaker's  House ;  from 
Michaelmas  1800  to  the  5th  day  of 
January  1818 

For  carrying  on,  io  the  Year  1814,  the 
Improvement  of  Holyhead  Harbour ... 

To  pay  One  Year's  Interest  on  the  10th 
day  of  Oetnber  18 14,  on  the  Sum  raised 
by  Debentures,  in  pursusnce  of  two 
Acts  of  tbe  53d  Year  of  bis  present 
Majesty,  for  granting  Annuities  to 
satttjfy  certain  luicheqner  Biils,  and  for 
raising  Money  hy  Debentures  for  tbe 
Service  of  Great  Britain 

To  be  applied  by  the  Society  called  The 
Refoge  for  the  Drstitute,  in  support  of 
that  Institution 

fdr  enablfaqp  the  Trmteoa  of  tbe  British 


■cMln  Io  b«  PaM. 


£.       ««    A 


50,000    0    0 


8,974    0    0 


S66  13  4 

170    0  0 

60    0  0 

850    0  0 

8,919    1  0 

36,882  14  5 

34,440  15  9 

1,673  17  0 

4,500    0  0 


1,987  18    8 


5,093    4    0 
10,000    0    0 


39,780    0    0 

ijog  0  0 


85,000    0    0  25,000    0    0 


8,974    0    0 


266  13  4 

170    0  0 

'      60    0  0 

850    0  0 

8,919     I  0 


71,323     9    7 


1,673  17    0 
4,500    0    0 


5,098    4    0 


39,780    0    0 
1,500    0    0 


l,98T  IS    2 


10,000    0    0 


f€QiUhm$i.) 
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SBRVICES— OM/MiMff. 


Mosenm  to  carry  on  the  Tmtti  reposed 
in  th«m  by  Partiement  

To  enable  ditto  to  proceed  is  making  tbe 
necefiary  porchaset  for  tmpjoving  tbe 
Collection  of  Printed  Books,  respiting 
Uie  Britiiih  Ulandi,  and  the  iOTerml 
Poneasioos  of  the  British  Empire 

To  be  iisaed  to  Captain  Manby,  as  a 
further  Reward  for  his  loventioo  for 
effecting  a  commanicatioD  w^th  Ships 
stranded • 

To  be  paid  to  certain  St.  Dumingo  Suf- 
ferers, aa  Composition  Allowances,  in 
lien  of  the  Aonoal  Allowances  they  at 
Dresent  receive ;  and  also  to  pay  sun- 
dry Sums  awarded  to  Claimants  by  the 
late  Sl  Domingo  Board,  but  which 
could  not  be  befims  paid  in  conse- 
quence of  the  late  war    

Towards  defraying  the  Expense  of  the 
building  of  a  Penitentiary  House  at 

.    Milbank,fer  the  Year  1814   

TBwardf  defraying  the  Expense  of  erect- 
ing a  Building  for  tbe  reception  of 
Criminal  Lunaticf  t  for  the  Year  1814 

To  discharge  the  Balaocea  doe  to  the 
aoTeral  Tradesni^n  for  Works  done  at 
the  Marshalaea  Pritoo,  in  the  Years 
1810,  1811,  and  1818 

To  make  good  the  D^iency  of  the 
Grant  in  the  Year  1813,  for  defraying 
the  Expenses  of  erecting  a  new  Court 
House  for  the  Biaisbabea  Court    

For  tbe  purchase  of  a  Collection  of  An- 
tiquities to  be  deposited  in  the  British 
Museum  ..••. 

Towards  defraying  the  Expense  of  re- 
building the  Church  at  St.  Petersburgh, 
for  the  use  of  his  MiQestj's  Ambassa- 
dor, and  the  British  Subjects  resident 
there    , ..• 

For  carrying  into  effect  the  Provisions  of 
an  Act  of  tbe  46ih  year  of  bis  present 
Majesty,  for  consolidating  the  seteral 
Acts  for  the  improvement  of  the  Streets 
and  Places  near  to  Westminster-Hall, 
and  the  two  Houses  of  Parliament    ... 

Towards  enabling  the  Trustees  of  the 
British  Museum  to  print  the  Codex 
Alexandrious 

To  enable  his  Majesty  to  pay  the  same 
to  the  Governors  of  the  Bounty  of 
Queen  Anne,  for  the  mngmentatioo  of 
the  Mainteoaoce  of  the  Poor  Qergy ; 
to  be  by  there  applied  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Poor  Clergy,  accofding 
to  tbe  Rules  and  Regolations  by  which 
the  Funds  of  that  Corporation  are 
governed  « .'. 

For  the  Service  of  the  Royal  Military 
College;  for  the  Year  1814  

For  the  Board  of  Agriculture  j  for  tlie 
Year  1814 

To  discharge  in  the  Year  1814,  the  Bills 
doe  to  the  several  Tradesmen  for 
Works  done  at  tbe  Houses  of  Parlia- 
jneot,  and  the  Speaker's  Hoo«e ;  from 
the  6th  day  of  January  1813  to  the 
5th  day  of  January  1814   

Jfor  defraying  tfaa  Charges  and  Expenses 


SUMS  Votsd  wGnated. 

«£.        f.    d, 

8^951   11     4 


SUICSPal4. 


1,000    0    0 


8,000    0    0 


19,000  0  0 

15,000  0  0 

19,800  0  0 

1,472  8  0 

523  3  3) 

8,900  0  0 


5,000    0    0 


85,725    0    P 

s,ooa  0   0 


100,000  0  0 
9,000  0  0 
3,000    0    0 


10,074  13    5 


£.        #•    (L 


9,231  11     4 


Eenaini  Co  be  VbUU 


£,  Sm        d. 


2,000  0  0 


12,000  0  0 

7,000  0  0 

19,800  0  0 

1,472  8  p 

523  3  3i 

8,200  0  0 


5,000  0  0 


25.725  0  0 
2,000  0  0 


100,000  0  0 
9,000  0  0 
3^000  0  0 


7,000  0  0 


8,000  0  0 


20,074  13  5 


(c/n(i»M§d*) 


Ixf] 


VIII.— DiSPQSXTTOM  OP  GtANTi,  Slc. 


[Ixfi 


8BaVICES-«ra<iii»«f. 


of  preparing  and  dmwiof:  th«  Lotteries 
18U ;  aod  for  taking  ia  Ticketi,  and 
for  making  out  Certificatei  in  lieu 
thereof    ------ 


£. 


SUMS  Toted  or  Cnntcd. 

13.000    0    0 
71.067,137     5     3i 


SUMS  Ptid. 


7,000    0    0 
66.8'29,783     9     1 


Payments  for  other  Serricea,  not  being  Part  of  the  Supplies  granted  for  the  Service 


arnulnt  to  be  Peid. 


^.        «.    dL 

8,000    0    0 


4,g37.353  16    ^j 


of  the  Year 


^.311^02    8  lOi 


Ways  and  Means /or  answering  the  foregoing  Servicbs. 
Duty  on  Malt»  Sugar,  Tobacco  and  Snuff,  and  on  Pensions,  Offices,  &c.  continued 

War  Taxes  - 

Loan  per  Act  54  Geo.  3,  cap.  3 • « 

Ditto... ditto  54  Geo.  3,  cap.  7d,  (Pert  of  .if .24,000,000,  the  remainder  being  for 

the  Serrice  of  Iralaod) ^ £.  18,500,000  ) 

Deduct  on  aocoant  of  a  Subscriber  neglecting  to  make  good  his  V 

SubacriptioB 1,3C03 

ifoniep  arisen  from  the  Sale  of  Old  Naval  and  Victualling  Stores  ;    including 

^.07,805,  to  Im  aeoounted  for  to  Ireland,  being  the  Irikh  Proportion  thereof... 


X  u  dm 

3,000,000  0  0 

20,500,000  0  0 

92,000,000  0  0 


lSy4yd,700     0     0 


576,350 


Bichequer  BilUon  Vote  of  Credit    3,000.000 

Estimated  Profits  of 


0    0 
0    0 

200.000    0    0 


67.7';5.a50     0    o 


Sums  granted,  as  per  preeediog  Account «. 

Paid  for  Services  not  voted  as  per  ditto 


•  a a ■•..•....••*.  •.•«•••.•••    «••.>.•• 


.-^^    71,067,137     5     3| 
311,509    8  lOi 


71.378,639  14     1^ 
Amount  of  Ways  aad  Means,  as  above 67,775,050    0    0 

Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means I..; ^,603.589  14     1§ 

TAtf  Sums  under  mentioned  xaerc  gjranud  in  1 8 1 4, 6iiiiOfr»  aof/oriAe  :kFwiceqfike  Kmr. 

^.10,500,000,  in  Escheqner  Bills,  authorized  to  be  raised  by  Act  54  Geo.  3,  cap.  18,  to  pay  off  the  like 

Amount  issued  per  Act  53  Geo.  3,  cap.  16  and  118. 
df.5,000,000  in  Exchequer  Bills,  authorized  to  be  raised  by  Act  54  Geo,  3,  cap.  39,  to  pay  of  the  like 

Amount  issued  per  Act  53  Geo.  3,  cap.  26. 
^.6,000»000  in  Exdiiequer  Bills,  authorized  to  be  raised  by  Act  54  Geo.  3,  cap.  79,  to  pay  off  the  like 

Amount  issued  by  Acts  53  Geo.  3,  cap.  119  and  161. 
^.1,500,000  in  Exchequer  Bills,  authorized  to  be  raised  by  Act  54  Geo.  3,  cap.  SO,  to  pay  off  the  like 

Amount  issued  per  Act  53  Geo.  3,  cap.  27. 
The  Sum  of  w^.8,000,000,  was  authorised  by  Act  54  Gea  3.  cap.  167,  to  be  applied  out  of  War  Taxea 

1813,  for  Public  Services   1814,  and  the  like  Amount  was  authorized  to  be  paid  out  tf 

Ways  and  Means  1814,  to  discharge  Exchequer  Bills  issued  for  the  Service  of  the  Year 

1813  j  but  the  Sum  of  .£.6,500,000  only,  was  issued  for  those  Services  respectively. 

Amount  of  Soms  remmning  to  be  Paid.  £.        ,.  ^. 

15,031.200    0  0 

4,237.353  16  2| 

400,000     0  0 

71.472    4  6 

593,208  10  6 


Exchequer  Bills,  elmrged  on  Aids  1814         ...... 

Qtanla  remaining  to  be  paid,  as  per  preceding  Account     ... 

To  Pay  Prixea  of  Lotteries,  1814 

To  be  remitted  to  Ireland,  on  account  of  Lotteries,  1814  ' 

Ditto    .     •    to  Ditto,  to  complete  .^.5,500,000,  proportion  of  Loan,  1814 

Sums  rmaining  in  the  ExcBEauER,  and  to  be  Raised. 


War  Taxes   

Doe  frwD  Ways  and  Means  18 15  (o  Ways 

and  Means  1814  

Loan.  ^.24,000,000   

CootribQlioQs  to  Lotteries 


!•  the  Exchequer. 


To  be  Railed. 


JS.  t.      d. 

697,888  18     04 


3.384    2    8 
71.763  18  11 

773,036  19     H 


£.         $,    d. 
11,415,678     6    7J 

4,096,036    9    7} 
476    7  11 
444,416  13    4 

15,956,607  17    5| 


773.036  19    Ti 


W,yjJ,4'j^  li     2| 


1«.  729,644  17     0} 


Deficiency  of  Ways  and  Means   ^ „ , 

Note.— When  the  Proportion  of  Ireland's  contribution  of  2-17ths  to  the 
General  Expenditure  of  the  United  Kingdom  shall  be  received.  It  will 
be  applied  m  Aid  of  this  Defieiency. 
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PARL.  ACCOUNTS.— Irelaho; 


[Ixviii 


3Sa 


L— PUBLIC  INCOME  OF  IRELAND : 

FOR   THE   TEAK   ENDING    FIFTH   JANUARY,    1815. 


An  Accmmi  qfihe  Ordinary  Revenues  and  Extraordinary  Resources  conuituting  the 

Public  Income  qf  Ireland. 


HEADS  or  KETtHUB. 


4Mittwc9  Udmittf • 


CUSTOMS  .... 

f  EXCISE   

STAMPS  

POST  OFFICE 

POUNDAOB  FbBS 

Pbllb  Fbbs    .... 
Casualtiu  .... 


Total  Ordinary  Revenue. 


From  Ibe  Conmisaioneri  of  the  Na?y  in 
Qreat  Briuin»  on  accoont  of  Advances 
made  by  leveral  Collector^  in  Ireland, 
for  Seamen's  Wages. 

From  tbe  Paymaster  General  of  Great  Bri 
tain,  on  account  of  Advances  made  by 
several  Collectors  in  Ireland  for  Half-pay 
to  redaced  Officers,  Pensions  to  Officers' 
Widows,  flbc.  on  the  British  Establish 
ment  

From  Great  Britain,  being  one-third  of  tbe 
Profit  on  Lotteries  for  1813 

From  several  County  Treasurers,  per  the 
Receiyer  General,  on  account  of  Ad- 
vances made  by  the  Treasury  for  improv- 
ing Post  Roads  in  Ireland   ...  ............ 

From  several  Coanty  Treasurers,  per  the 
Receiver  General,  on  account  of  Advances 
mi^e  by  the  Treasury  for  building  (Saols.. 

Other  Monies  paid  to  the  Public   


Total,  independent  of  the  Loans. 


LOANS  paid  into  the  Exchequer,  in  the 
Year  ended  the  5th  January  1815 


Total,  including  Loans. 


Appnpnaied  Duiiei  for  Local  Objects, 

Linen  Manufacture « ., 

Improvement  of  Dublin 

Repairs  of  the  Royal  Exchange  and  Com- 
mercial Buildings .., 

Lagi(Q  Navigation 

Inns  of  Court 

light-hooset     .•... 


Total  appropriated  Duties  for  Local  Objects 


GROSS  BECEIPTt 

ToUl  Beediit  to  be 
•ccooBted  for. 


DnwbacBi,  Dlioounti, 

duties  of  MaiMflcmcnt, 

*c.  paid  oui  of  the  Gran 

BefcnuOb 


2,654,863  16  4f 

4,262,165  9  0 

928,397  16  3 

252,883  16  4} 

30,125  14  14 

6,025  1  8| 

4,315  16  4i 


8,118,777  10    2| 


71,733  12    6 


5,601  15    8i 
126,960  12    4 

53,559  11  7i 


12.958  19  6 
59,239  9  3 


8,448,831  11  6} 
7,737,797  16  7i 


16,186,629  8  Sf 


1,143  1  7i 

11,385  16  10 

8.341  0  2 
6,765  16  6i 
1,471  3  4 

26,263  12  11 


- 


49,370  11  4| 


GRAND  TOTAL. .f.| 1 6,235,999  1»    6} 


JB*       s,  d. 

525,424  10  5i 

453.394     5    4^ 

65,958  17  Oi 

129,243  11     l| 


1,174,021     3     9 


1,174,021     3    9 


1,174,021     3     9 


3,086  10    8 
201     2    74 


3,287  13    34 


NBT  PtODOCB 

appticmble  to  VaUoul 

Objocu,  and  tbe  rarmems 

Into  the  B3KCbec|ner. 


£,       s» 

2,109.439  6 

3,808,771  S 

862,438  19 

123.640  5 

30,125  14 

6,025  1 

4,315  16 


6,944,756  6  5{ 


71,733  12  6 


5,601  15  8{ 
126,960  12  9| 

53,559  11  7| 


12.958  19    6 
59,2G9    9    3 


7,274,810    7    9| 
7,737.797  16    7| 


15,012,608    4    5f 


1,143    I    7* 
11,365  16  10 

2,341     0  8 

3,679    5  ]0{ 

1,471     S  4 

86,062  JO  3} 


46.082  18    L 


1,177,308  17    0}p5,058»691    8.   6t 
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v.— CoMaouDATSD  FoNB,  (Ibilams)  1815. 
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PAftL.  ACCOUNTS.— IMLAHD. 

IIL— ARREARS  AND  BALANCES, 


[bcxii 


anc 


«£.        s.  d. 

Balances  due  on  the  5th  Jan.  1815,  from  deceased  and  dismissed  Collectors  of  Customs     14,289  15  44 

Ditto Ditto    i Excise  190,014  15  9J 

Ditto Ditto  •. Hearth  Money  Collectors 70,041     4  h 


IV.— TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 


4n  Aecaumt  qf  the  Value  of  all  iMPOfiTs  into,  and  all  Exports /rom  Ireland,  for  Three 

Years,  ending  5th  January  1815.    < 


Year  ending  5th  January  1813 

1814 
1815 


onriciAL  VAU7E  or 

IMPOETB. 


•  £.  t,  d. 

B,820,$59  16     1 

8,447,060  8    7 

7,24^,043  2  114 

Note.— The  real  Value  of  Irish  Produce  and  Mannfachins  Exported  in  the  Year  ending 

the  5th  of  Jan.  IS  15,  computed  at  tiie  Average  Pnces  current,  amounted  to ...  ^,13,772,090    1     7( 


OrnCUL  VALVE  of 


Irish  Produce  and 
M«nu[acture|  Exported. 


£,        «.  d. 

6,463,744  13  U 
6,622,095  5  l} 
6,558,103  19     4^ 


Fovrign  and  Cotooial 
Merchandiat  Exported. 


£.  «.  dm 

404,424  11  10§ 

436,576  6  ir 
581,332  13 


:c 


An  Account  cf  ^  Number  q/"  Vessels,  vdth  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  that  xoere  BuHi 
and  Registered  in  the  several  Forts  qf  Ireland,  in  the  Three  Years  ending  the  5tk 
January  1815 ;    diainguishing  each  Year, 


Year  ending  5th  January  1813 

1814 
1815 


VEKELS. 


50 
41 
46 


TOKS. 


1,952 
2.082 
1,973 


An  Account  of  the  Number  qf  Vessels,  with  the  Amount  oftfieir  TonnagB|  mid  Number  <2f 
Mbn  a»d  Boys  usually  employed  in  Navigating  the  same,  which  belonged  to  the  several 
Ports  cf  Ireland,  on  the  30th  qf  September  1 8 1  i*. 


VESSELS. 


1,183 


TONKACB. 


61,769 


mir  A  Bors. 


5,700 


SBC 


An  Account  of  the  Number  of  Vessels,  vnih  the  Amount  qf  their  Tonnage,  At.  that 
Entered  Inwards  and  Cleared'OvrvrAKDs,  in  the  several  Ports  qf  Ireland, /rom  or  to 
all  Parts  of  the  WoM,  in  the  Three  Years  ending  5th  January  1815. 


Yean  ending  5th  Janoiryi 
181S    . 

1814    

1815    


Years  ending  5th  January, 
1813    


1814 
1815 


••••.. •*•••• 


inwards. 


IRISH. 


SHIPS. 


2,229 
2,092 
2.066 


TONS. 


«^ 


152,355 
142,863 
142,690 


MEN. 


10.398 
9,631 
9,282 


BamsH. 


SHIPS. 


9,022 
7,503 
7.880 


TONS. 


830,473 
693,747 
707^232 


MEN. 


47,809 
39.762 
40.379 


FOaSIGV. 


SHIPS. 

405 
327 
296 


TONS. 

79,307 
62,571 
54,755 


MEN. 

4,255 
3.477 
2.990 


OUTWARDS. 


2,T03|  151,141 
1,928|  14 1,232 
1,9371139,302 


10,04'2 
9,502 
9,118 


8.465 
7,30'^ 
7,690 


792,829 
685,407 
693,422 


45,437 
99.496 
40,130 


421 
320 
274 


85,505 
63,531 
50,708 


4,368 
3,292 
2.617 


i»Ui] 


V.<-<POBUC    EzrBM»ITVHI,   1815. 

I 

v.— PUBUC  EXPENDITURE. 


[Izxif 


I.  For  iDtereit  on  the  Funded  Debt  of 

iretanid,  mcluding   Aomiities  for 

'  Lives  Mid  Terms  of  Years ;    alse 

X.  1  per  Cent,  for  the  Redaction 

of  the  Capiul  crested  by  Loans, 

since  1797.  (A.) 

For  Charge  of  Management  thereon 

There  was  also   applied  tovards  the 

Reduction  of  Ihe  National  Debt... 


J5. 


«.    d 


5,654,375    5     4i 


67,649     1     0 


applied  towards  tbe 
JleAM^n  of  the  Natioul  DebL.. 


Total  on  account  of  Interest 

Ditto,  for  Charge  of  Management... 

Ditto,  on  acpoont  of  the  Rednctio* 

pf  the  Natioonl  Deb|  » 

IL  For  loUrest  on  Exchequer  Bills  (B.) 

III.  Issues  for  the  separate  Service  of 

Mand  (C.)    

IV.  lisufs  from  Appropriated  Faods  fbr 

Locftl  Purposes  (D)   

(Civil  List 

V.  ^Pensious «» the  <25ih  March  1813... 
(Other  Permanent  Charges  (E) 

VI.  Payments   in  AnttoipatioB  of   fis* 

chequer  Rpceiptit :  (P.  1  &  S)  vis. 

Bouotiefl  from  Customs  

Bounties  fiom -Excise 


5,722»094    6 
1,997,600  18 


*i 


3,724,223    7     SJ 
24,594    9    3|1 

1,997,800  18    7  J 


Militia,  Deserters*  Warrants,   ^c. 

from  Excise 

Rewards    fur    Straggling    Seamen, 

from  Customs • 


VII.  Ordnance,  (G.) 


VIII.  Army.  —  Ordinary  Service,  (H.) 

VIS. 

Regulars,  Militia,  and  Volunteer 
Corps,  Jcc 

Commissariat  Establifrhmeot 

Barracks 

Si  aff  OiBcers  and  Ofiieers  of  Garrisons 

Half  Pay,  Sapernumerary,  and  Re- 
tired Officers  

OflScers' Widows 

Koyal  Hospital,  Kllmainbam 

Public  Officers,  their  Deputies, 
Clerics,  &c ; 

Superannuated  Officers 

Disembodied  Militia  .•• 


Hatraoidiaary  Service 


IX,  MMceUawoas  Services  (I.) 
iMJbr,  Vote  of  Credited.) 


31,434    0    3} 
455     5    5 


101,128  18 
18    4 


0 


£. 


t. 


94,594    9    32 


223,004  15  11) 
560  19    9 
247.894    3  11) 


31,889    5     8) 


101,147    3    0 


2,045,344    2  3^ 

155,279  10  1\ 

360,515     9  1- 

90,195     8  5i 

26,956  18  4 

8,735  14  10 

84,185     2  Si 

11.683    4  104 

4.800  18  6) 

31,510    2  4 


2,819,206  12     2| 
195,704  18    8| 


5.746,618  15    8^ 
123^4    3    4 


4,496,937     4     I 
40,157    6    ti 


471,459  19    8 


133.036    8     8} 
437,867  17  10| 


3.014,911  10  t( 
659.022    7 
37,276    9     1^ 


15,160,642    3    9 


]zs?] 


PAHL.  ACCOUNTS.^ImELAMD. 


[laucvi 

(A.  1  .)->-MoNiB$  paid  oiucftkt  Receipt  qf  the  Exchequer,  m  the  Year  ending  the  5th  Je 
IS15,  towards  defraying  the  Charge  (fthe  Public  Funded  Dbbt  i/ Ikblamd. 


Intemt,  &c.  on  the  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Ireland, 


▲onual  Isaoe  for  Reduction  of  the  National  Debt 


latBKit  «Dd  Aanotlici 

for  Ufa  aad  Terns 

of  TcuibAc. 


S,6H,3t5    ^    4i 
B4,594    9    5i 


5,678,969  14    8^ 
67,649     I    0 


5,746,618  15     Sj 


Cluaveof 


24,594     9      3f 


(A.  2.)«-To/a/  Amount  of  the  Sutn»actualfy  rtceioed  hu  the  Commisiionenjor  the  Rednctiam 
of  the  National  Debt,  in  the  Year  ending  the  5ih  Jan,  1815. 


In  Cretl  Briuio 

■ 

iBlidnd. 

Annual  If  me «ti..T.t.Tt**i-«t«--'tttt'rT 

907,045    4 

d. 

3 

67,649     1     0 

Emired  Annuities... .....•..>.. •....••.••••■ 

54,042  13    8 

Appropriation  of  ^.1  per  Ceiit.  per  Annum  on  Loans  since  1797 

Appropriation  tii  XA  per  Cent  on  annual  Amount  of  Eiebe- 

ouer  Bills •• ■••• «• •..•••••••••••••..• 

273,130  17    9 
26,712  19    6 

Tntemt  on  Debt  of  Ireland  redeemed. t..aaiTw*-. «•..•.■••••. atittit* 

907,045    4 
418,747  18 

3 

3i 

421,535  11  11 
250,472    4    8 

1,325,793    2 
672,007  16 

64 
1 

672,007  16     1 

« 

1.997.800  18 

^ 

(B.) — Imereu  on  EzcHsavEB  Bills,  wUh  the  Paymenu  made  tn  the  Year  ending  the  5th 

Jan.  1815. 


There  remained  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills  unclaimed  on  the  5th  January  1814 .., 

Charge  for  Interest  at  ^.5  per  Cent. 
On  £.  1,216,666  13  4  from  25th  Dec.  1813,  to  24th  June  1814,  (when  paid  off) 

Onjf.     500,000    0  0  from  Do. to  Do 

On  £,     293,750    0  0  from  25th  September  to  25th  September  

On  £,     150,000    0  0  from  Do to  Do.  ...^ , 

On^.     235,000    0  0  from  Do.  to  Da  

On  £.     3^0,000    0  0  from  5th  January  1814  to  5th  January  1815  .•..•.. 

On.f.  1,200,000    0  0  from24thJune toi24thDec  1814 


Deduct  Interest  unclaimed  on  the  5th  of  January  1815    i 

Total  Payments  for  Interest  on  Exchequer  Bills,  in  the  Year  to  5th  January  1815... 


£. 

<• 

d. 

13 

S  11 

30,416 

13 

4 

12,500 

0 

0 

14,687 

10 

0 

7,500 

0 

0 

11,750 

0 

0 

16,500 

0 

0 

30,000 

0 

0 

123,367 

6 

3 

13 

2 

11 

123,354 

3 

4 

ending  the  5ih  Ja 
of  Ireland, 


For  inproTing  Post  Roads    , 

Re-boilding  the  Bridge  at  Londonderry,  pursuant  to  54  Geo.  3,  c  230 

Adf  anoes  made  by  former  Tellers  of  the  Eschequer,  and  allowed  by  54  Geo.  3.  c.  83 
On  account  of  the  Balance  due  by  Ireland,  on  the  joint  Expenditure  of  the  United 

Kingdom,  fb  the  5th  January  1815 

Lottery  Prizes    ^ 

Principal  of  Exchequer  Bills.... , 

Difootint  on  prompt  Payment  of  Loan  Depofites,  flee. • •«•• 


£,       «.  d. 

63,653  14  4 

15,000    0  0 

9,071  10  10 

2.672,090    B  4 

113    0  0 

1,716,766  13  4 

20,241  IV  3 


IsXTll] 


v.— Public  Expbnmtubb,  1815. 


Inviii 


(D.) — P^ymaUi  made  from  ike  Foiids  appropriaud  for  Locoi  Pmpoees  m  lBBLAND»yroii 

ike  5tk  Jan.  1814|  io  ike  5ik  Jan.  1815. 


Linen  Manufactnre   ..••. 

loiprorlnf  Dublin • 

Lmgun  NnTifatioo 

King's  Innt   ».. 

Rejal  Eichanga  and  Commercial  Buildings 
Ijgbt-honsa  Duties    


854    3    0 

10,786    6    e 

8,946     9     6 

3  J  30  16     8 

8,090    0    0 

81,009  10  n| 


40,157    6    7| 


{Ky^Pi^menii  made  in  tke  Year  to  tke  Sik  Jan.  \B\$,  under  ike  teveral  Headi  qf-^CmH 

JJsi,  Pentkms,  and  oiker  permanent  Ckargee. 


Arrear  on  CItiI  Li«t  on  the  5ih  January  1814 

Charge  for  one  Year,  to  the  25tb  December  1814 

Deduct  Anear  oh  the  5th  January  1815    

Itioed  for  the  Gvil  U&t,  in  one  Year,  to  the  5th  January  1815... 

Pensions  to  the  85th  March  1813  

Other  permanent  Charges ;  m. 

Public  In6rmaries • 

Public  Cbal  Yards 

Army  Baggage 

Police  Establishment    

Inspector  General  of  Prisons    

Transportation  of  Felons ,•• 

Fees  on  Auditing  Treasury  Accounts 

Imprest  Office  

Secret  Serrioe  In  detecting  Treasonable  Conspiracies 

Annuities  and  Compensation  Allowances   

Judges'  Additional  Salaries,  dtc 

Commission  of  Inquiry    

Board  of  Education 

Retired  Militia  Officers     

Ticnsury  Fee  Fund  Salaries 


£.       #. 

rf. 

£.       1. 

d. 

57,806  16  11| 

825,000  0 

0 

888,806  16 

^4 

59,808  1 

0 

) 

>  823,004  45 

»* 

m                               m 

560  19 

9 

3,050  0 

0 

496  14 

11 

1,785  16 

84 

17,889  3 

0 

38,448  19 

9 

6,875  6 

1 

1,643  5 

11 

18,647  6 

10 

18,371  2 

8 

97,838  8 

9 

41,156  19 

H 

813  18 

4 

671  9 

5J 

109  10 

0 

7,308  8 

«* 

847,894  3 

ill 

471.459  19 

8 

(F.  1.) — BouNTiBs  paid  out  qftke  PuMic  Revenue  qf  (hutomt  in  tke  Year  ending  tke  5tk  qf 
Jan.  1815,  bang  Pajpnente  intke  naiun  qf  Anticipation  qf  Bxckequer  ReuipU. 


On  Coarse  Linen  and  Canvasi  espoited 

Beef  and  Pork  exported • 

Irish  cured  Pith  exported  

Irish  Fish  Oil  eiportad 

Bark  imported    

Fishing  Vessels  

lUwarda  for  Blraggliag  8ii«m  


£,        #.    d. 

18,667  14  6{ 

7,064    3  Oi 

100    6  7 

114  18  10 

951     S  4 

4,535  14  0 


31,434    0    3} 
18    4    9 

31,452    5    04 


Ixxix] 


PARL  ACCOUNTS.— Ireland. 


[1 


(F.  Q,)^AmouHi  tif  Paymeni$oui  qfthe  Revenue  of  ExeUefor  Boukties,  Miutia»  AmxY 
{if  Resebve,  Desertbm'  Warrants,  ^e.  in  the  Year  ending  the  5th  qf  January  1813, 
being  Payments  in  the  nature  of  Anticipation  of  Exchequer  Receipts,- 


Bounties  to  Distillera 

Bounties  to  Spirit  Retailers  on  Sale  of  Malt  Liquors 
Payments  for  Militia 

Army  of  Reserve -... 

Deserters'  Warrants  

Fortifications 

Compensation  for  Spirits  Warehoused 


£.       jr.  tL 

440  18  9 

14     6  8 

70,186   19  4i 

642   17  I0| 

407     C>  O 

761      7  8f 

29,130   13  3| 


101.584     3      8 


(G.)^Moniei  paid  to  the  Office  of  Ordnance  in  the  Ycnr  to  the  5th  of  January  1815. 


For  the  Office  of  Ordnance  in  Ireland,  for  1814 , 

Expenses  of  Services  performed  by  the  Office  of  Ordnance  for  Ireland,  and  not  pro- 
Tided  for  by  PariiatnenI  in  I81S » - * 

On  account  of  Pay  of  Retired  Officers  of  the  late  Irish  Artillery,  and  Pensions  to 
Widows  of  deceased  Officers  of  the  same,  for  1814 ..^ 

Superannuated  and  Retired  Allowances  to  Persons  late  belong! u?  to  the  Office  of  Ord- 
nance in  Ireland,  of  a  Civil  nature,  also  for  the  cliarge  of  Widows  Pensions  for 
1814   


•6*.       s.     tL 
400,192  16      6^ 

ai,96ft     1   10 

12,335  13     O 

3,337    6     6^ 
437,867   n  lOi 


(H.) — Monies  paid  on  Account  qf  His  Mnjesty's  Forces  in  Ireland^  m  the  Year  ending 

5th  of  January  1815. 


Regiments  of  the  Line    843,315     3  1| 

Militia   ,  1,052.169  19  6J 

Volunteer  Corps  123»725     5  84 

Military  HospiUls  20,033     0  9 

Royal  Military  Infirmary  5,183  11  0 

Clergymen  officiating  with  the  Forces    917    2  1^ 


Commiasariat  Establishment... t...... 

Barracks    

Staff  Officers  and  Officers  of  Garrisons 

Half«pay,  Supernumerary  and  Retired  Officers 

Officers' Widows    ; 

Royal  Hospital,  Kitmiinham 

Public  Officers,  their  Deputies,  Clerks,  and  Contingent  Expenses. 

Soperannaated  Officers 

Disembodied  Militia 


Extraordinary  Service 


£. 


<•    d. 


2,045,344 

155,«79 

360,515 

90,195 

S6,956 

8,735 

84,185 

11,683 

4.800 

31,510 


H 


9 

10 

9 

8 

18    4 
14  10 

2     8| 

4  XCi 
18    6i 

9    4 


2,819,20G  12    2^ 
195,704  18    8| 


3,014,911    10  10§ 


(I.) — Pe^nenuinthe  Year  ending  the  SthofJeamary  18l3,yor  Miscellaneous  Ssrvicbs. 


Public  Officers  for  sereral  Services 

Public  Hospitals  and  Schools  

Miseetlaneous  Services  

Public  Boards 

Iitland  Navigations 

Board  of  First  FruiU 


£.  s,  d. 

1,250  0  0 

]76,£73  5  0 

179,311  '6  \\i 

939,374  14  8 

68,913  1  9 

8,600  0  0 


659,022    7    91 


{K.)^PaymenisJnnn  the  Vote  of  Credit  is  the  Year  endis^  5ik  efJmmufy  1815. 


Amount  of  Payments  from  Vote  of  Credit 


,£.37,276    9     1| 


l»si] 


PARL.  ACCOUMTS.~IitciANO. 


[Iznii 


VI.—PUBUC  FUNDED  DEBT  OF  IRELAND. 

Public  Funded  Debt  nf  Ibeland,  a»  the  same  stood  on  the  5th  qfJmmary  1815. 


Bam 


£.  3  lOf. 
^.4  per 
X,  5  per 

£•5  per 
«£*.  3  per 
£•  3  per 
£.  4  per 
wf.  5per 


Patablk  in  Doblim  : 

per  Cent,  per  Anoom 

Cent,  per  Annnm 

Ceoti  per  ADOum « 

Patablb  in  London  : 

Ceat  par  Aimain 

Cent  Contolidated  Aonoitief   

Cent.  Reduced  Anoaities 

Cent.  Cootolidated  Annalties 

CeoL  ComoUdated  Navy  Annuities 


Annual  Coargb; 

Annual  Intereit '• 

Annuities  on  Lives  or  Terms  of  Years 

Pursuant  to  Act  37  Oea  3,  for  Redemption  of  Debt  then 

existing *• •• 

By  Acts  providing:  ^.1  per  Cent,  for  Redemption  of  Debts 

created  since  1797    ...^.•« 

Management    • 


Total  of  Annual  Expense 


BriUih  Carreocy. 

iriih  Cnnvacf . 

£, 

90,575.233 

9 

d. 

7 

£.       f« 

d. 

*                m 

^ 

17,380,972  17 

1.150,100    0 

13,596.848  11 

I 
0 
3 

1,900,000 

38.126.625 

41.068.750 

5.054.375 

2,222.000 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

11 

18 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

8 
10 

2.058,333    6 

41.304,927     1 

44,491,145  16 

5,475,572  18 

2.407.166  13 

8 
8 

8 

4 
4 

4A'S0.360 
207,406 

121.691 

14 

8 

1,229.432 
24,595 

3 
9 

0 
3« 

ToUl  Principal 

I. 

5.933.485 

17 

51 

127.865,067    5 

0 

Frogress  made  im  the  Redemption  q 
at  the  5th  Jamtary  1815. 


VUNPS. 

CARZUS. 

bf  UwCowlwio— n  fnm 

IM  Jamiary  1*777 

to  5Ch  Jamiaiy  UHb. 

ToUlSttMpiid. 

Arcrife  rrtcca 
of  MOCkt. 

5  per  Cents. 

4  ner  Cents.     

£.          f.  d. 

15,569,797  18    4 
1,097,100    0    0 
17»380,972  17    1 

£.           <•    d, 

1,842,000    1     8 

75,600    0    0 

5,085,128    8  11 

£.        i.     d. 

1,647,472  19  10 

66.219  18    2 

5,801,484    0    8 

£.     t.     d. 
89    8    9 
87  11   10 

dfperOsnta. 

74  15     1 

34,047,870  15    5 

7.002.728  10    7 

.5.515.176  18     8 

78  15     1 

Sums  Ammalfy  applicable  to  the  Reduction  of  the  Debt,  funded  m  Mrish  Securities. 


Aimnal  Charge*  per  Act  57  Geo.  3,  for  Redemption  of  ^.5,829,156  13«.  Ad,  the 
Debt  then  existing 

Annuities  for  Years  which  have  expired • 

Annnity  of  1  per  CenU  on  «;^.28,218,7I4  S«.  Id,  Capitals  created  from  1st  January 
1797  to  5th  January  1815 

One  per  Cent,  on  Treasury  Bills,   1814,  for  Three  Months,  on        £.    »,    d. 
•£.2,725.416  13fc  4d 6.813  ]0  10 

Oneper  Cent,  on  TreaMry  Bills,  1815,  for  Nine  Months  jP.2,708,750...   20,315  12    6 


Interest  at  5  per  Cent  on  wr.1,842,000  l«.  &<£.  Stock  redeemed  jf  .92,100    0    1 

Interest  at  4  per  Cent,  on  ^.73,600  0#.  Od.  Stock  redeemed 3.024    0    0 

iBteiest  at  3|  per  Cent,  on  ^.5,085,128  8f.  1 U.  Stock  redeemed  ...  177.«79    9  10 


TOTAL««tMM»«***«a*«M*M««tl** 


VOL.  yXX.    Jpptndis. 


(f) 


£,      «.  dm 

67,649     1  0 

54.042  13  8 

282,187    2  9 


27,129    3    4    . 


273.103    9  11 


704,111   10    8 


ixxxi!i]         VII.— VIII.— Unfunded  Dbbt— Disposition  of  Ghamts. 


[1: 


:iT 


VIL—UNFUNDED  DEBT  OF  IRELAND. 


Jn  Account  of  the  Unfunosd  Debt  qf  Ireland,  and  Demands  Outstanding,  on    the 

5th  Dajf  of  January  1815. 


Loan  Dibbnturss: 
Residue  of  Debeotores  bearing  4  per  Cent.  Interest  to  the 

Year  1788,  provided  fur  by  the  27  and  28  Geo.  3,  but 

unclaimed  by  the  Proprietors  ;  viz. 

OM  Loan  

Loan  by  Lottery  1730  

Loan  by  Lottery  1781 


EXCHBQUBE   BiLU 

Outstanding  Exchequer  Bills,  provided  for  by  several  Acts  of 

Parliament,  but  unclaimed  by  the  Proprietors ;  viz. 
Payable  Si  June  1783 


24  June  1790    . 
24  June  1791 
24  June  1801    . 
23  March  1803. 


Exchequer  Bills,  not  in  course  of  Payment : 
fsiued  pursuant  to  51  Geo.  3,  c.  22,  payable  25  March  1815 

52  Geo.  3,  c.  70,  payable  25  March  1816 

53  Geo.  3,  c.  61,  payable  25  March  1817 
59  Geo.  3,  c  80,  payable  5  July  1815  ... 

54  GeOb  3,  c.  75,  payable  24  June  1815... 
54  Geo.  3,  c.  75,  payable  5  Jan.  1816  ... 


<^. 


#. 


275    0    0 

1,220    0    0 

730    0     0 


8  6  8 

50  0  0 

100  0  0 

50  0  0 

100  0  0 


293,750  0  0 

150,000  0  0 

235.000  0  0 

330,000  0  0 

1,200,000  0  0 

500,000  0  0 


LoiTBir  Prizes  : 
Outstanding  Lottery  Prizes  of  the  several  Lotteries  from  1782  to  1801 


Total 


(a)  Pfovisioo  has  been  made  for  these  by  several  Acts  of  Parliament 

(b)  To  be  provided  for. 


d6'. 


C.       €U 


(a)  ^,225     0     O 


(a)  308    5    8 


(b)2,708,750    0    0 
(a)   25,735    0     0 


.2,737,018     6     8 


VIIL— DISPOSITION  OF  GRANTS. 


Am  Aecautu  showing  hew  the  Monies,  granudfor  the  Service  of  the  Year  1813,  have  A001 
diMpoied  qft  tofar  at  reUiteM  to  Ireland  ;  stated  tfi  Irish  Currency. 


SERVICE. 


Ordoaoee ..•...••. 

Public  Officers  for  several  Services 

Miscellaoeotts  Services    , 

Public  Boards  

P^oUie  Hospitals  and  Schools 


SDMS  Gnaled. 


X»  i,     d, 

3,251,627  10    0 

437,867  17  lOJ 

1,250  0    0 

175,388  16    1 

304,420  15  11 

176,273  5    0 


4,346,828  14  10) 


SUMS  Paid. 


3,014,911  10  lOi 

437,867  17  lOJ 

1,250     0  0 

172,311     6  11] 

832,374  14  8 

176,273    5  0 


4,034,988  15    4} 


aEMAINS. 


£,       s,     A. 
236,715  19     If 


3,077    9     IJ 
72,046  11     3 


311,839  19    6^ 


END  OF  THE  FINANCE  ACCOUNTS  FOR  1815. 


Ixuv]  Refers Jrom  the  ScUci  Commiitce,  4v.  June  \0,  1815.  [Ixzzti 


s 


HEPORT  FROM  THE  SELECT  COMMITTEE  UPON  THE  CIVIL  UST;  &c. 
Ordertd,  by  the  Houmc  {f  Commotu,  to  be  printed,  16  June  1815. 

The  Sblbct  Committbe  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  Account  presented 
to  the  House  upon  the  20th  day  of  March  last  by  Mr.  Arbuihnot,  by  the  Com- 
mand of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent,  relating  to  his  Majesty's  Civil 
List,  and  to  ezantine  the  said  Account,  and  report  the  same  as  it  shall  appear  to 
them,  together  with  their  observations  thereupon,  to  the  House;  and  to  whom 
the  Report  which,  upon  the  7th  day  of  July  1812,  was  made  from  the  Select 
Committee  appointed  to  consider  of  the  Charge  upon  the  Civil  List  Revenue ; 
the  Copy  of  the  Code  of  Instructions  for  the  Government  of  the  Office  of  Works 
in  all  its  branches ;  and  the  several  other  Accounts  relating  to  the  Civil  List« 
which  have  been  presented  to  the  House  in  this  Session  of  Parliament,  were  re« 
ferred; — Have,  pursuant  to  the  Order  of  the  House,  considered^  the  matters  to 
them  referred,  aod  agreed  upon  the  following  Report. 

The  general  state  of  the  Civil  List  has  varied  so  much  at  different  times  since  the 
accession  of  his  present  Majesty,  and  recently  by  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  establishment  of  the  unrestricted  Regency,  that  the  Committee  have  thought  they 
should  best  fulfil  the  duty  entrusted  to  them,  by  turning  their  attentiony  in  the  first 
instance,  to  the  amount  of  this  expenditure  at  different  periods  during  the  present 
reign  ;  and  by  noticing  the  various  provisions  which  have  been  made,  either  to  meet 
the  charge  or  to  prevent  excess.  They  have  also  stated  the  amount  and  nature  of  the 
debt  which  actually  exists,  and  exammed  particularly  into  those  classes  iq  which  it 
has  arisen;  and  finally,  they  submit  to  the  House  such  measures  apd  arrangements  as 
appear  to  them  best  calculated  to  prevent  the  recurrence  of  debt  in  future. 

General  State  op  the  Civil  List. 

By  the  firat  Act  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  he  accepted  the  fixed  sum  of  800,000  per 
annum,  in  lieu  of  the  hereditary,  temporary,  and  other  revenues  which  had  been 
enjoyed  by  his  predecessor,  who  had  been  also  entitled  to  any  surplus  which  tEose 
revenues  might  have  produced  beyond  the  sum  of  800^000/.  per  annum,  the  Parliament 
undertaking  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  those  revenues  below  that  sum.  His  Majesty 
therefore  accepted  a'  sum  for  the  Civil  List  expenditure,  which  could  in  no  case  exceed 
that  of  the  Civil  List  of  Geo.  2;  but  which  would  fall  short  of  it  by  whatever  might 
have  been  the  amount  of  the  surplus  above  referred  to. 

The  income  of  the  Civil  List,  under  different  grants  of  Parliament,  at  present  is  as 
follows;  ' 

]  Geo.  3,  cap.  I «f  800,000 

17  Geo.  3,  cap.  21 .^  100,000 

44  Geo.  3,  cap.  80 60.000 

52  Geo.  3,  cap.  6 70,000 

Surplus  of  Exchequer  Fees  applied  by  Act  23  Geo.^3, 

cap.  82|  and  which  may  now  be  estimated  at  ..•.••••?...     50,000 
Surplus  of  Scotch  Civil  List  Revenues  applicable  to  this 
purpose,  per  Act  50  Geo.  3,  cap.  Ill,  estimated  at 10,000 

£  1 ,090,000 

It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  in  the  year  1 804,  when  the  sum  of  60,000/.  was  added 
to  the  income  of  the  Civil  List  charges,  which  it  had  been  usual  to  defray  out  of  that 
TevenoCi  were  taken  away  from  it ;  and  which,  upon  the  average  of  the  years  1801, 
1802,  and  1803,  as  stated  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  of  1812,  amounted  to  about 
82,C00(.  per  annum.  Those  charges  have  been  since  transferred  to  other  funds,  or 
provided  for  by  annual  grants  of  Parliament. 

The  debts  of  the  Civil  List,  which  have  been  paid  at  different  periods  by  Parliament, 
have  been  as  follows  :* 

In  1769 ^513.511 

1777  618.340 

*  la  the  body  i>f  the  Keporti  fractioDal  parts  of  pounds  are  omiued. 
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1784 ; 60,000 

1786 210,000 

1802 990,05S 

1804 591,842 

1805  ...i 10.458 

1814 118.857 


^3.113,061 


And  there  was  granted,  towards  the  extraordinary  expenses  of  1814,  100«OCX>I. 
making  together  3^213,061/. ;  and  there  appears  to  be  a  debt  npon  the  Civil  List*  by 
the  accounts  presented  to  the  Committee  to  the  5th  of  January  last,  of  4'2I,355/. 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  revenues  of  the  Civil  List,  and  the  sums  which  baye 
been  granted  by  Parliament  to  discharge  the  debts  which  have  beeii  at  various  times 
incurred,  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown  have  been  occasionally  applied  in  aid  of  it. 
'    These  funds  have  been  derived  from  the  Droits  of  the  Crown  and  of  the  Admiralty, 
the  4f  per-cent  Duty,  the  surplus  revenue  of  the  Scotch  Civil  List,  and  other  sources* 
amounting  in  the  whole  to   1,655,717;  which  with  the  sum  of  3,213,001/.,  granted 
by  Parliament,  forms  a  total  of  4,806,779/.  as  the  extraordinary  aids  which  have  at 
Tarious  times  been  applied  to  the  Civil  List  during  his  present  Majesty's  reign.     The 
whole  amount  however  of  these  droits  and  other  casual  resources  at  the  disposal 
of  the  Crown,  has  not  been  applied  to  the  uses  of  the  Civil  List ;  his  Majesty  having 
been  pleased  to  give  in  aid  of  the  public  service,  a  large  share  of  them,  amoonting  to 
2,822,804/.    If  this  sum  had  been  retained  by  his  Majesty,  to  defray  the  surplus  of 
expense  beyond  his  income,  without  laying  the  state  of  the  Civil  List  from  time  to 
time  before  Parliament,  the  whole  debt  for  which  Parliament  would  have  been  called 
upon    to  provide,  would  have  been  (exclusive  of  the  present  debt)  no  more  than 
390,257/. 

By  the  accounts  which  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee,  it  appears,  that  the 
total  income  of  his  majesty  King  George  2,  arising  from  the  hereditary,  temporary, 
and  other  revenues,  amounted,  upon  an  average  of  five  years  immediately  preceding 
bis  demise,  to  829,155/.  per  annum;  and  the  total  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List,  upoa 
an  average  of  the  same  period,  was  S20,32B/.  It  also  appears  that  those  hereditary, 
temporary,  and  othar  revenues,  in  a  period  of  eight  years  immediately  succeeding  bis 
present  Majesty's  accession,  amounted  upon  an  average  to  about  900,000  per  annum  ; 
and  the  whole  charge  of  the  Civil  List  for  the  same  period,  which  included  every 
branch  of  expense  defrayed  by  bis  late  Majesty,  amounted  to  6,486,788/.,  to  which 
most  be  added  the  debt  which  had  accrued  upon  the  Civil  List  to  the  5th  of  January 
1769,  which  amounted  to  5]3|5l  1/.,  making  an  expenditure,  upon  an  average,  of  about 
865,000/.  per  annum  :  if  therefore  his  present  Majesty  had  received  the  whole  of  the 
hereditary,  temporary,  and  other  revenues,  which  were  enjoyed  by  his  royal  grtnd* 
father,  those  revenues  would  have  been  amply  sufficient  to  have  discharged  the  whole 
of  the  Civil  List  expenditure,  and  would  have  left  a  balance  in  favour  of  the  Crown, 
up  to  that  period,  of  332,998/.  From  this  time  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List 
continuing  gradually  to  increase,  in  the  year  1777  Parliament  discharged  another  debt, 
which  had  accrued,  of  618,340/.;  and  granted  an  additional  allowance  of  100,000/. 
per  annum  to  the  Civil  List ;  and  subsequent  to  that  period  various  debts  have  been 
discharged,  and  augmentations  made  to  the  annual  income  of  the  Civil  List :  but  it 
will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  accounts  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Report,  that 
the  hereditary,  temporary,  and  other  revenues  of  the  Crown,  also  gradually  increased, 
and  that  those  revenues  have  been  amply  sufficient  to  defray  the  whole  expenditure  of 
the  Civil  List.  The  total  amount  of  those  revenues,  since  bis  Majesty's  accession  to 
the  5th  of  January  1815,  was  67,494,368/.;  whereas  his  Majesty  has  only  received, 
during  the  same  period,  from  Parliament,  including  the  various  grants  which  have 
from  time  to  time  been  made  for  the  discharge  of  the  Civil  List  debt,  51, 623,564/L 
And  although  Parliament  has  in  several  instances  taken  upon  itself,  either  wholly  or 
in  part,  to  provide  for  several  services,  which  were  formerly  entirely  defrayed  out  of 
the  Civil  List ;  yet,  taking  those  sums  into  the  account|  and  also  the  allowances  made 
at  different  times  to  the  numerous  branches  of  the  Royal  Family,  by  tha  liberality  of 
Parliament,  ths  whole  together  doc^  nat  amount  to  ihs  produce  of  tbo  berediury, 
temporary,  and  other  revenues  above  referred  to. 
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The  fineomeaf  llw  Civil  Ust  during  hit  Mtjetly't  reigo,  inclodiog  the  •xtraordioftry 

graiiU  of  Pat liament,  has  been ••.••  ^51|62S«564 

There  htt  mito  been  paid-up  to  the  5th  of  Janoary  1815,  out  of 
the  Consolidated  Fund,  or  out  of  money  specially  granted  by 
Parliament,  for  allowances  to  the  several  branches  of  the  Royal 
Family,  for  the  Judges*  &c.  in  England  and  Wales,  and  for 
aer? icea  which  were  formerly  paid  out  of  CWil  List  revenues,  bnt 
from  which  the  Civil  List  has  at  varkHis  timea  been  relieved 9^61,S06 


«>«««. 


Making  a  total  of. <£6l,l84y9ao 

Which  Is  6,309,4082.  less  than  the  actual  amotfnt  of  the  hereditary,  temporary,  ami 
other  revenues  of  the  Crown  dorine  the  same  period. 

In  the  year  1804^  an  estimate  of  the  probable  future  expenditure  of  each  class  of 
the  Civil  List  was  submitted  to  Parliament  by  command  of  his  Majesty;  upon  which 
Vour  Committee  desire  to  refer  to  the  second  paragraph  of  the  Report  upon  the  C;vil 
List  7th  July  1812;  adding  only,  that  there  was  considerable  excess  above  the  estimate 
in  the  years  which  immediately  preceded,  as  well  as  in  those  which  immediately 
followed  its  formation.  « 

The  actual  expenditure  exceeded  this  estimate  in  the  seven  years  which  elapsed 
between  the  5tb  of  July  1804  and  5th  of  July  1811,  by  the  sum  of  808,000^,  or  by  the 
annual  sum  of  124,000/. 

The  estimate  of  expenditure  of  1804  amounted  to  979,000/.,  the  income  of  the  Civil 
Li^t  to  960,000/. ;  and  the  amount  of  Exchequer  Fees  was  estimated  at  that  period  at 
55,000/.,  making  the  whole  income  995,000/. 

When  this  subject  was  under  the  consideration  of  Parliament  in  1812,  no  provision 
was  made  to  render  the  income  of  the  Civil  List  equal  to  the  fstore  expenditure,  ih6 
income  being  only  as  above  stated,  995,000/. ;  and  the  expenditure,  supposing  it  to 
have  been  the  same  on  an  average  as  it  had  been  during  the  seven  years  to  the  5th  of 
July  1811,  1,103,000/.;  nor  has  any  provision  been  since  made  by  Parliament  to 
meet  this  charge. 

Again,  upon  the  establishment  of  the  unrestricted  Regency  in  1812,  the  following 
additional  charges  were  created  : 

For  the  Household  of  bis  Majesty • £.  100,000 

Additional  allowance  to  her  Majesty 10,000 

Privy  Purse  of  his  royal  highnesi  the  Prince  Regent*...*.      60,000 

£.  170,000 
This  was  partly  provided  for  by  a  grant  of  Parliament 
of  lOfiOOl,,  and  by  the  deduction  of  the  annuity  pre- 
vioosly  paid  to  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Uegent 
(as  Prince  of  Wales)  of  50,000/.,  out  of  the  revenues  of 
the  Civil  List,making  together • • .«•.•    12OJ0OO 

Laaving  an  additional  Charge,  unprovided  for,  of £.  50,000» 

If  therefore  the  Civil  List  were  to  be  left  upon  its  present  footing,  with  respect  to 
income  and  charge,  and  if  there  should  be  no  extraordinary  aids  to  meet  the  excess 
of  expenditure  which  is  likely  to  arise  from  the  present  state  of  it,  debts  would 
necessarily  be  contracted,  which  could  only  be  discharged  by  applications  lo  Parlia- 
ment from  time  to  time  for  their  liquidation. 

With  respect  to  the  provisions  which  have  been  made  at  difierent  times,  with  a 
view  of  regulatins  the  expenditure,  thev  do  not  appear  to  have  been  eOectoal  for  the 
purposes  intendecH  The  first  Act  which  was  proposed  to  regulate  the  expenditorn 
of  the  Civil  List,  is  that  of  22d  Geo.  3,  cap.  82:  the  regulations  by  which  this  Act 
endeavoured  to  prevent  the  Civil  List  from  being  again  m  arrear,  which  was  one  of 
its  principal  objecu,  are  contained  insec.  31,  32,  33;  enjoining,  first,  an  invariable 


.^■^m^m^m^mim^* 


*  Note.— At  the  tine  tbia  additional  charge  was  thrown  apon  the  Civil  Liat^  a  lwp» 
wu  entertMMd  that  it  vight  be  met  wholly  or  in  part  by  aaviBfs. 
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ord«r  of  payment,  acccording  to  the  nomericial  priority  of  the  eight  clasBes ;  aecondly, 
an  order  of  payment  within  the  sixth  and  seventh  classes,  so  that  all  penaioos  and 
salaries  should  be  paid  in  an  inverse  gradation,  beginning  from  the  lowest;  thirdly, 
that  the  salaries  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Treasury  should  be  paid  after  all   the 
preceding  seven  classes  should  hare  been  fully  dlischarged ;  and  fourthly*  that  any 
salary,  fee,  or  pension,  which  should  remain  in  arrear  for  two  years,  should  be  no 
longer  considered  as  a  debt  upon  the  Civil  List,  bat  should  be  wholly  lapsed    and 
extinguished.    It  would  seem,  however,  that  in  consequence  of  the  construction  vrhich 
ivas  put  upon  these  sections  of  the  Act,  by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  carry  it  into 
execution,  an  arrear  was  suffered  to  accumulate  upon  the  different  classes  of  the  Civil 
List,  with  the  exception  of  the  two  first  classes,  which  constituted  a  debt  incurred 
between  the  years  1786  and  1802,  amounting  to  895,969/.;  which  was«  in  the  latter 
year,  brought  under  the  consideration  of  Parliament. 

The  provisions  of  this  Act  not  having  been  found  sufficient  to  prevent  the  accumnla* 
tion  of  arrear  upon  the  Civil' List,  it  was  further. provided,  by  44  Geo.  3,  cap.  SO«  that 
yrhenever  any  of  the  classes  should  become  in  arrear  more  than  two  quarters,  the 
account  of  such  arrear  should  be  submitted  to  Parliament. 

Although  the  expenditure  of  the  Civil  List  in  every  year  subsequent  to  1804 
exceeded  the  income,  and  the  estimate  then  formed ;  yet,  from  the  application  of 
the  extraordinary  resources  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown,  no  arrear  of  two  quarters 
actually  arose  upon  any  one  class,  and  the  accounts  were  therefore  not  submitted  to 
Parliament. 

By  the  Act  52  Geo.  3,  cap,  6,  another  provision  was  made ;  the  object  of  which 
was  U>  bring  the  Civil  List  before  Parliament  whenever  an  exceeding  should  take 
place,  although  there  might  be  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown  to  meet  such 
exceeding. 

In  that  Act,  it  was  stated  that  the  Civil  List  revenue  had  not  in  any  one  year  been 
equal  to  the  charge  upon  it ;  and  that  such  excess  of  charge  above  the  revenue  bad, 
upon  an  average  of  years,  since  the  passirig  of 'the  Act  4>4  Geo.  3,  cap«  80,  amounted 
to  124,000/.  per  annum;  and'it  was  enacted,  that  when  the  deficiency  should  exceed 
the  income,  and  such  average  exceeding  together  by  10,000/.;  an  account  of  such 
deficiency  should,  within  one  month  after  the  same  should  have  ariseui  be  laid  before 
Parliament. 

This  enactment  appears  more  useful  and  salutary ;  the  state  of  the  Civil  List  was 
laid  before  the  House  in  the  following  session,  under  this  provision  of  the  Act ;  and  it 
IS  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  that  whatever  may  be  the  future  arrangements 
respecting  the  Civil  List,  the  principle  of  this  enactment  should  be  strictly  and 
invariably  observed. 

From  the  whole' of  the  foregoing  statements,  and  the  accounts  referred  to  the 
Committee,  it  will  appear,  that  the  ordinary  income  of  the  Civil  List,  particularly  in 
latter  times,  has  not  been  adequate  to  the  expenditure.  The  items  of  excess  have 
been  stated  and  explained  to  the  House  in  the  Reports  of  the  Committees  of  1802, 
1803,  1804,  and  1812;  and  the  latter  Committee,  in  their  Report,  have  compared  the 
estimate  of  1804  with  the  animal  expenditure  to  the  5th  of  July  1811. 

In  order  therefore  to  present  to  the  House  a  clear  view  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
Civil  List,  the  Committee  have  also  compared  the  amount  of  e^ch  class,  from  the  5th 
April  1812  to  the  5th  January  1815,  with  the  estimate  of  1804,  ftnd  with  the  average 
annual  expenditure  of  seven  years  to  the  5th  July  1811 ;  and  they  have  accompanied 
this  comparison  with  such  incidental  observations  as  appeared  to  them  useful  in  the 
course  of  their  examination.  They  have  left  out  of  the  comparison  the  acooanis  of 
the  expenditure  from  the  5th  July  1811  to  the  5th  April  1812;  which  expeodttorQ 
however  for  these  three  quarters  of  a  year,  appears,  by  the  accounts  submitted  to  the 
House,  and  printed  in  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  1813,  to  have  amounted  to 
903,000/.,  being  at  the  rate  of  1,204,000/.  per  annum,  which  is  considerably  shove 
the  average  expenditure  of  the  seven  preceding  years :  this  exceeding,  as  the  Com- 
mittee understand,  arose  in  a  great  measure  from  arrears  which  actually  belonged  to 
former  years,  and  therefore  the  average  expenditure  of  the  seven  preceding  years,  wu 
in  reality  greater  than  appears  by  these  comparisons.  No  application  was  howet er 
made  to  Parliament  to  defray  any  part  of  this  expenditure,  the  whole  debt  up  to  the 
5  th  April  1812  having  been  provided  for  by  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Crown* 
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FIRST  CLASS. 

AUauMmcei  to  ike  Bmial  FomUjf. 

The  estimate  of  1804,  for  th»  cUm,  wai  222,500/.;  the  tnnual  charge,  upon  the 
average  of  seren  yean  to  the  5th  Jdly  1811,  was  220,040/. :  this  diminotton  was  oc- 
casioned by  the  death  of  her  royal  highness  the  Duchess  of  Cumberland.  The  amoont 
of  this  class  on  the  5th  day  of  January  1815  was  334|500l.  The  charge  upon, this 
class  has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  100,000/.  per  annum  for  his  Majesty's 
allowance,  by  10,000/.  additional  allowance  to  her  Majesty,  and  by  the  addition,  at 
before  stated,  of  10,000/.  to  the  allowance- of  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent; 
and  it  has  been  diminished  in'the  sum  of  4,000/.  per  annum,  by  the  decease  of  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  Amelia. 

Some  of  the  younger  branches  of  the  Royal  Family  still  receire  allowances  out  of 
this  class,  and  other  allowances  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  ;  and  others  of  the  Royal 
Family  receive  their  whole  allowance  out  of  the  latter  fund.  For  the  purpose  of  making 
good  in  part  the  present  deficiency  of  the  income  of  the  Civil  List  to  meet  the  charge, 
the  Committee  recommend  that  these  allowances,  amounting  to  30,500/.  per  annum, 
be  transferred  to  the  Consolidated  Fund :  in  which  case,  upon  the  demise  of  any  of 
these  royal  personages,  the  allowance  belonginff  to  such  royal  personage  would  revert 
to  the  public  instead  of  reverting  to  the  Civil  List. 

The  sum  of  100,000/.  above  mentioned^  set  apart  for  the  maintenance  of  bir  Majesty's 
establishment,  might  also,  with  the  same  view,  be  transfsrred  from  the  Civil  List  to  the 
Consolidated  Fond.  In  the  new  estimate  laid  before  the  Hoose,  and  referred  to  tha 
Committee,  these  sums  of  lOOjOOOl.  and  36,000/.  are  therefore  omitted. 

SECOND  CLASS. 
AUawmca  to  the  Lord  Chancellor,  I^Koker,  wnd  Judget. 

The  estimate  of  1804,  for  this  class,  was  32,955/.  It  is  liable  to  no  variation  except 
to  a  trifling  diminution  arising  from  the  interval  which  may  elapse  between  the  period 
at  which  any  one  of  these  officers  may  cease  to  perform  his  duty,  and  the  appoinu 
ment  of  a  successor ;  and  requires  no  observation  from  the  Committee. 

THIRD  CLASSL 
Ailomancei  to  MMncre  at  Foreign  Coarti. 

The  estimate  of  1804,  for  this  clau,  was  11 2,330/. ;  the  average  annual  expenditure 
for  seven  years  to  5th  July  181 1,  was  about  82,000/. 
The  Expenditure  to  the 

5th  April  1813  £.  01,085 

Ditto     1814  106,533 

3th  Jan.    1815  120,432 

Making  a  toUl  of £.  318,050 

or,  upon  an  average,  115,872/.  per  annum. 

The  pensions  to  Foreiso  Ministers,  which  would  mora  properly  form  a  part  of  this 
class  than  that  of  the  sixUi  class,  in  which  they  have  heretofore  been  included,  were 
estimated,  in  1804  at  27,412/*;  and  the  average  expenditure  for  seven  years  to  the 
5th  July  1811,  was  52,700/.  The  arerage  annual  expenditure  for  two  years  and 
three  qoartera  to  the  5th  January  1815,  was  56,050/.  It  may  generally  be  observed, 
that  as  the  amoont  of  pensions  to  foreign  ministers  increase,  the  amount  of  salaries 
are  likely  to  diminish,  and  vice  vend.  The  amount  of  salaries  and  pensions  taken  toge- 
ther were  estimated,  in  1804,  at  139,742/.  The  expenditure,  upon.an  average  of  seven 
years  to  the  5th  July  181 1,  was  134,700/.,  and  for  the  two  years  and  three  quarters  to 
the  5th  Jan.  1815  was  171^)28/.  This  increase  of  expenditure  appears  to  the  Com- 
mittee to  be  accounted  for  by  the  great  change  which  has,  in  this  latter  period^  taken 
place  in  our  relations  with  most  of  the  Powers  on  the  Continent. 

The  Committee  recommend,  that  the  pensions  to  his  Majesty's  Foreign  Minbters 
shonid  be  transferred  from  the  sixth  class  to  this  class,  to  which  they  appear  more 
properly  to  belong ;  and  in  the  new  eatimate  which  has  been  laid  before  them,  that 
arrangement  has  been  made. 

t 
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« 

Tbey  refer  to  the  letter  of  Mr.  Hamilton*  the  under  secretary  of  stBte,  of  the  22d 
May  1815|  in  reply  to  a  letter  from  Mr.  Arbothnot,  for  the  footing  upon  which  it  Im 
proposed,  by  the  Secretary  of  Suie,  in  f«t«i«  to  place  the  Foreign  Ministers  of  tbia  coon- 
try#  and  the  new  regulations  sugc^ested  respecting  tbem. 

Your  Committee  refer  to  tbe  Report  of  the  Committee  upon  the  Cif  il  List,  of  the 
2l8t  July  1813,  p.  6,  for  the  footing  on  which  tbe  Foreign  Ministers  in  the  Peninsala 
ha?e  been  placed,  with  regard  to  the  aUowaoce  of  their  whole  expenses,  and  for  the 
opinion,  there  expressed,  as  to  the  propriety  uf  disoontiniiing  that  nttuie  of  pay menf, 
flo  soon  as  tbe  circumstances  should  alter.    Tbe  only  additional  remark  which  novr 
suggests  itself  is,  that  the  bills  and  vouchers  for  the  extraordinary  payments  of  tbese 
and  all  other  foreign  ministers,  when  seat  to  this  country,  ar^  examined  in  tb«  office 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  signed,  after  examination  by  tbe  Under  Secretary  ;  it  ■Day- 
be  further  proper  to  observe,  that  it  has  been  usual  for  some  clerks  in  the  same  de- 
partment to  be  employed  as  agents  by  several  of  the  Foreign  Ministers  and  Conauls, 
lor  the  receipt  and  remittance  of  their  nsoney ;  but  it  appears  that  none  of  tbe  aame 
persons  have  had  any  share  in  examining  or  passing  any  of  their  bills  and  voocherc. 

FOURTH  CLASS. 

BiU$  in  the  DeparimaU  qf  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  indudmg  the  Qfice  qf  Works :  Lo/  d 

Steward :  Master  of  the  Horte;*  and  Master  qfthe  Robes, 

Asa  considerable  increase  of  expenditure  has  taken  place  in  this  class,  tbe  Com- 
mittee have  thought  it  their  doty  to  examine  minutely  into  the  extent  and  natare  of 
that  increase;  and  various  accounts  exptanatory  of  it  have  been  laid  before  them. 

The  estimate  of  the  Committee  of  1804,  for  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  DepartmeDt, 
was  65,000/.  per  annum;  the  annual  expenditure,  for  the  three  years  preceding  1804, 
had  been  83,000/.;  and  the  actual  expenditure,  upon  the  average,  to  July  1811,  was 
122,640/. 

This  expenditure  is  divided  into  tbe  Board  of  Works,  and  into  the  Lord  Chamber- 
Iain's,  Jewel,  and  Wardrobe  Offices.  The  estimate  of  1804,  for  the  Board  of  Works, 
was  32,000/.;  the  expenditure  for  three  years  preceding  had  been  42,665/.;  and  tbe 
actual  expenditure  upon  the  average  of  seven  years  to  the  5th  July  1811,  was  65,420/. 
Tbe  estimate  of  1804,  for  the  Lord  Chamberlain's^  Jewel,  and  Wardrobe  Offices,  was 
33,000/.;  the  average  of  the  three  preceding  years  had  been  40,786/.;  and  the 
average  annual  expendilora  for  seven  years,  to  July  1811,  was  57,220/. 

From  tbe  5th  of  April  1812  to  5th  April  1813»  tbe  expenditure  of  this  Department 

was , £  147,720 

5tb  April  1814    145,603 

Three  quarters  to  5th  January  1815 251,798 


^ 


Making  a  ToUl  of £  545,21 1 

or,  upon  an  average,  198,250/.  per  annum;  exceeding  the  actual  expenditure  of  the 
average  of  seven  years  to  5th  July  1811,  by  about  75,600/.  Tbe  average  expenditure 
for  this  period  of  the  Board  of  Works  has  been  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  the  seven 
years  ending  tbe  5tb  July  1811,  viz.  64,500/. ;  the  whole  excess  of  75,600/.  therefore, 
has  been  incurred  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's,  the  Jewel,  and  Wardrobe  Offices. 

With  respect  to  the  Board  of  Works,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  the  expenditure  are 
included  two  sums,  one  of  28,000/.  for  the  temporary  room  at  Carlton -boose,  and 
another  of  22,600/.  for  permanent  additions  to  that  palace.  Without  this  extraordinary 
expenditure,  this  branch  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  Department  would  have  been  con- 
siderably less  than  the  average  of  seven  years  to  5th  July  1811.  Tlie  whole  of  this 
branch  has  been  since  taken  from  the  immediate  control  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  and 
put  under  new  regulations,  in  pursuance  of  an  Act  54  Geo.  3,  cap*  157. 

Tbe  excess  of  75,600/.  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's,  the  Wardrobe,  and  Jewel  Offices, 
requires  explanation,  as  that  to  which  the  attention  of  tbe  House  will  be  particularly 
called  ;  and  for  that  purpose  an  account  is  subjoined,  showing  in  detail  the  particular 
items  of  the  whole  expenditure. 

It  will  appear  from  this  account,  that  a  large  expense  has  been  incurred  for  the 
articles  of  plate,  furniture,  and  jewellery.  A  part  of  this  expense  may  be  considered 
as  in  some  degree  connected  with  the  Royal  Visitors,  who  honoured  this  country  with 
their  presence  in  the  course  of  last  yeaci    Furniture  to  the  amount  of  nearly  S5|500/. 
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was  prwridtfd  exclwvely  for  their  accomniod«lion«  which  worn  is  inclwM  in  the 
accounts  of  this  department ;  and  nearly  the  whole  of  this  furniture  is  now  in  store  in 
St.  James's  Palace,  or  in  soom  of  tho  residences  of  the  Boy al  Family,  with  the  excep- 
tion, of  that  which  was  put  into  the  houses  of  the  commissioner  and  lientenant^governor 
of  Portsmouth,  which  has  been  claimed  by  these  gentlemen  as  perquisites  of  office. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  of  18)2»  was  directed  to  the  expense  cf  alterrog  of 
of  furnishing  the  apartmenu  of  the  Royal  palaces  occupied  by  the  younger  branches 
of  the  Royal  Family  ;  and  they  suggested,  that  such  charges  ought  either  to  ,be  eniircly 
discontinued,  or  be  permitted  to  occur  only  on  very  particular  occasions*  This  sug«* 
gestion  appears  to  have  been  attended  to,  and  the  expense  recently  incurred  on  this 
head  hai  been  inconsiderable. 

THE  LOHD   STEWARD. 

The  estimate  of  180<l,  Tot  this  Department,  was  75,000r. ;  iBe  arerage  annual  expen- 
diture for  7  years  to  5\h  July  1811,  Was  I05,^t00^ ;  and  the  expenditure  since  the  6ih 
April  18)2  has  been. 

For  I  year  to  5  April  1813    ^74,825 

Ditto. 3  April  IHH    89.574 

3  quarters  to  5th  January  1815 llS^di 

■■I  m     ,  n 

Making  a  total  of ^278,151 

or  upon  an  average  of  101,150/.,  being  a  saving  of  about  4,000/.  perannum,  as  compared 
with  the  7  years  average  to  5  July  1811.  In  this  Department,  expenses  were  incurred 
omaccount  of  the  Royal  visit,  in  the  qnarterending  5th  July  1814;  which,  in  the  accounts 
submitted  to  Parliament  in  the  last  session,  weife  estimated  at  50,000/.  but  which 
actually  amounted  only  to  39,000/.  which  being  deducted  from  the  expenditure  in  the 
last  2  I  years,  would  reduce  the  average  of  that  expenditnre  to  85,300/.  This  reduced 
expenditure  has  been  effected  by  abolishing  in  a  great  degree,  allowances  of  meat, 
wine,  and  other  articles  supplied  under  the  head  of  Livery,  as  suggested  in  the  report 
of  the  Civil  List  Comniittee  of  1812,  and  making  pecuniary  payments  in  lieu  thereof, 
and  by  other  economical  arrangements  adopted  in  this  Department.  It  is  however,  at 
the  same  time  to  be  observed,  that  the  King's  family,  at  the  period  of  this  comparison, 
was  morennmerooa  than  that  of  the  Prince  Regent. 

MASTSft  OF  THE  BOESE. 

The  estimate  of  1804,  for  this- Department,  was  30,000t  The  annual  expenditure 
in  the  7  jrears  ending  5th  July  1811  was  29,398/.,  being  a  saving  of  600/.  per 
annum  ;  atid  the  expenditure  since  5th  April  1812  has  been,  for 

One  year  to  5th  April  1813 £  47,885 

Ditto 5th  April  1814 45,043 

S-quarters  to  5th  January  1815 •••.       04,83>^ 

Making  a  total  of   £  158,362 

or,  upon  an  average,  per  annum  57,590/. ;  being  an  exceeding  over  the  actual  expen- 
diture for  7  years  ending  5ih  July  1811,  of  28«2(X>/.  per  annum  :  but  an  expense  was 
incurred  in  this  Department  for  the  Royal  Visitors,  of  aboni  30«00a/. ;  which  being 
deducted  from  this  expenditure  would  leave  an  excess  of  aboal  17,000/.  per  annum 
over  the  average  expense  of  the  7  years  ending  5th  July  IS  11. 

This  exceu  is  to  be  accounted  for,  from  the  Stable  Establishment  being  larger 
ainoe  the  commencement  of  the  Rexency  than  it  was  in  latter  years  under  his  Majesty, 
and  from  the  purchase  of  horses,  which  in  the  course  of  the  lasi  two  years  and  three 
quartera  amounted  to  19,359/.  A  comparison  has  been  made  b^ween  the  number  of 
horses  now  kept  by  his  royal  highness  the  Prince  Regent  and  by  his  Majesty,  between 
the  years  1793  and  1797.' 

In  this  Department,  a  part  of  the  increased  expenditnre  arises  from  the  establishment 
of  a  stnd  at  Hampton*court,  the  net  charge  of  which,  in  the  year  ending  5th  April 
1815,  amounted  to  3,230/.  The  original  estimate  for  the  formation  of  the  paddocks 
and  stod*houses,  including  repaira  and  fencing,  as  authorised  by  Treasury  letters,  was 
for  23^834/.,  and  the  amount  ahready  paid  has  been  22|277/.  oat  of  the  revenues  of  the 
Woods  and  Foresu,. 
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The  Committee  think  it  right  to  state,  that,  till  within  these  few  yean«  his  Majesty 
had  astad,  which  in  latter  years  had  been  discontinued. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  obser?e  particolarly  upon  ^he  Department  of  the  Master  of  the 
Robes.  The  estimate  of  1804  waf  2,305/.;  it  appears  to  have  increased  to  S,Q4>2/. 
in  the  year  ending  the  5lh  of  April  1814*,  owing  to  the  general  increase  in  the  price  of 
the  articles  furnished  under  this  head. 

The  Whole  of  the  Fourth  Class. 
The  whole  expenditure  of  this  'Class,  for  seven  years  to  5th  Jaly  1811,  was 

In  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  Department   ^393,;r01 

Works 457,924 

Miscellaneous    •••••• '••• ••••  0,902 

858,527 

Lord  Steward t 737,767 

Master  of  the  Horse 205,789 

Robes 17,453 

Making  a  total  of  £  1,819,536 

being  at  the  rate  of  259,933^  per  annum. 
The  expenditure  in  two  years  and  three  quarters  to  5th  January  1815,  was,  for 

The  Lord  Chamberlain's  Department £,  302,674 

Works 176,480 

Miscellaneous  •••..•• .••.•••.•  0,057 

545,211 

Lord  Steward 278,151 

Master  of  the  Horse. .m • 158,362 

Robes... • • 10,819 

Making  a  totol  of £.  992,543 

and  being  at  the  rate  per  annum  of  360,924/. ;  exceeding  the  annual  average  of  seven 
years  to  5  July  1811,  by  about  lOOiKX)/. 

From  this  Excess,  the  expenses  of  the  Royal  Visitors ;  viz.   * 

In  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  Department,  about  ..•• .•r.<£.  35,500 

Temporary  Room 28,000 

Lord  Steward 39,000 

Master  of  the  Horse....... 30,000 

Amounting  to  .£.132,500 

being  deducted,  would  reduce  the  gross  expenditure  to  858,000/.  or  to  an  average  of 
312,000/. ;  making  an  exceeding  of52,000/.,  per  annum,  as  compared  with  the  average 
expenditure  of  seven  years,  to  5  July  1811. 

In  stating  the  general  expenditure  of  this  class,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  in  the 
course  of  the  two  years  and  three  quarters  which  have  elapsed  since  the  5th  of  April 
'1812,  an  expense  has  been  incurred  from  the  particular  circumstances  of  the  times,  for 
plate  to  ambassadors,  ftc.  over  the  average  rate  of  expenditure  for  the  seven  preceding 
years,  amounting  nearly  to  26,000/. ;  and  the  expenditure  on  account  of  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  Charlotte,  in  the  departments  of  the  Lord  Steward  and  the  Master 
of  the  Horse,  has  amouoted  to  about  10,000/.  The  amount  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's 
Department  cannot  be  precisely  ascertained. 

It  is  probable  also  that  some  other  expenses,  which  could  not  be  distinguished  with 
sufficient  accuracy,  may  have  been  occasioned  by  the  Royal  Visitors;  but  the  exceed- 
ing  being  very  considerable,  the  Committee  endeavoured  to  obtain  further  information 
cespectiog  tiie  circumstances  of  this  expenditure. 

The  Committee  have  received  information,  from  two  letters  from  the  secretary  (o 
|he  committioners  appointed  to  ascertain  and  settle  the  claims  upon  his  royal  highness 
the  Prince  of  Wales,  that  the  sum  of  100,000/.,  granted  to  his  Royal  Highness  by  the 
Act,  52  Geo.  3,  cap.  7,  ^  (or  defraying  the  expenses  incident  to  the  assumption  of  the 
personal  exercise  of  the  Royal  authority,"  had  been  made  over  to  the  commissioners, 
and  had  been  employed  in  the  discharge  of  engagements  contracted  chiefly  in  the  year 
during  which  his  Royal  Highness  bad  exercised  the  authority  of  Re^^ent  under  reitric- 
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tiotii.  If  thi^fiiiD»  together  with  the  ezpenie  incurrad  oo  tcconnl  of  her  royal  bigh« 
ness  the  PrinceH  Charfotte,  and  the  exceeding  io  the  expenditure  for  plate  to  ambaa- 
sadors,  &c.  as  above  stated,  were  deducted  from  the  total  amount  of  the  exceeding  in 
this  class  for  two  years  and  three  quartenw  from  the  5th  of  April  1812  to  the  5th  of 
January  1815,  a  very,  small  excess  would  be  left  upon  the  whole  of  this  class. 

FIFTH  CLASS. 

Satariug  m  Hit  Ikparimau  tf  the  Lord  Chamberlain ;  Lord  Steward  \  the  Matter  qf  the 

Hone  :  and  the  Master  qfthe  Robes, 

The  estimate  of  1804  was  98,5'^2^.;  the  average  expenditure  to  5th  July  1811,  was 
about  102^300^;  and  the  average  expenditure  of  two  years  and  three  quarters,  to  5th 
January  1815,  11 1,650/.  This  increase  has  been  occasioned  by  placing  the  servants 
at  Carl  ton-house  and  Brighton  upon  the  establishment,  and  by  transferring  the  officers 
in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  Department  from  the  seventh  to  this  class. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  all  compensations  in  lieu  of  offices  abolished* 
belonging  to  the  fourth  class,  should  be  transferred  to  this  classy  so  that  the  whola 
expenditure  may  be  seen  at  one  view.  The  estimate  for  such  compensations,  in  1804« 
was  11,258/.;  to  5th  July  1811,  average  about  10^100/.;  and  to  5th  January  1815» 
1  l,644i«  This  increase  has  been  occasioned  by  the  superannuation  of  several  persons, 
who  had  spent  many  yeariin  his  Majesty's  service. 

SIXTH  CUSS. 
Peaitoni. 

The  Committee  having  suggested,  that  the  compensations  in  the  departments  aboya 
mentioned,  and  the  pensions  to  foreign  ministers,  should  be  transferred  to  the  classes 
to  which  they  appear  to  them  more  properly  to  belong ;  this  clau  will  be  confined  to 
those  pensions  which  have  been  considered  as  regulated  by  22  Geo.  3,  cap.  82,  sect. 
17  ;  the  amount  of  which  pensions  was  limited  by  that  Act  to  the  sum  of  05,000/.  per 
annum. 

The  pensions  consist  of  those  formerly  paid  by  the  Treasury,  by  paymaster  of  pen* 
sions ;  by  sign  manual ;  by  patent ;  to  the  servants  of  the  late  queen  Caroline  and 
late  Princess  of  Wales ;  and  contingent  pensions. 

The  estimate  of  their  amount,  for  1804,  was  92,582/. ;  the  average  payments  to  5th 
July  1811,  amounted  to  about  86,400/.;  and  the  aversge  of  the  two  years  and  three 
quarters,  to  5th  January  1815,  to  about  87,100/. 

By  the  foregding  statement  it  will  appesr,  that  the  actual  psyments  upon  this  class 
•have  not  amounted  either  to  the  sum  to  which  it  was  limited*  by  the  Act  of  22  Geo.  $, 
or  to  the  estimate  of  1804  ;  but  as  it  has  been  the  practice,  venr  properly,  to  inclado 
in  the  gross  amount  the  contingent  pensions  granted  upon  this  fund,  the  payments  on 
this  account  will  ffenerally  be  less  than  the  amount  limited  by  the  above  Act.  The 
whole  charge,  including  contingent  pensions,  amountedi  on  the  5lh  day  of  January  1 8 1 5# 
to  about  94,200/i 

SEVENTH  C^SS. 

Sahriei  and  other  Pagfrnaiis* 

This  class  consists  chiefly  of  fixed  salaries  or  payments,  and  requires  little  observa-* 
tion  ;  tbe  psyments  in  the  estimate  laid  before  the  Committee,  are  claued  more  cor* 
rectly  than  in  former  accounts.  The  estimate  of  1804,  exclusive  of  the  salaries  of  the 
Lord  Cbamberlsin's  department,  included  in  this  class,  was  48,339/.  The  average  ex- 
penditure to  5th  July  1811,  was  48,710/.,  and  the  average  to  5th  January  1815, 
46,404/.  The  variation  arises  chiefly  from  the  transfer  of  some  of  tbe  salaries  to  other 
departments,  with  which  they  are  more  immediately  connected. 

EIGHTH  CLASS. 

Saiariei  t^fthe  Cornmissioners  qf  the  'Dreatiay,  and  Chanceilar  qfthe  Exchequer. 

No  alteration  has  taken  place  in  this  claw;  and  tbe  expenditure,  except  lu  cases  of 
vacancies  for  short  periods,  has  been  equal  to  the  estimate. 

OCCASIONAL  PAYMENTS. 

Under  thia  head,  the  estimated  som  Ukan  in  1804  was  139,737/. ;  tbe  ayerage  ex- 
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penditare  to  5th  July  1811,  wa«  187,000/. ;  and  the  aferege  of  two  years  and  4faree 
qaarters,  to  5th  January  1815,  was  about  323,270/. 

So  large  an  exceeding  requires  to  be  particularly  examined  and  explained.*^ 

The  extra  disbursements  of  Foreign  Ministers  were  stated  oiriy  at  lO.OOO/.  pet 
annum:  in  the  estimate  of  1804,  on  the  average  of  seven  years  to  6th  July  18 II, 
tbey  amounted  to  54,700/.;  and  the  ^onaal  afa9ont,  from  5tb  April  1812,  to  5th  Jao. 
1815,  has  been  131,396/.     . 

It  is  obvious,  that  this  charge  is  not  reducible  to  precise  estimate  at  any  tioie.  The 
period  of  1804,  from  the  state  of  the  Continent,  rendered  it  peculiarly  difficult  to  judge 
of  the  future  expenditure,  and  the  estimate  then  formed  had  as  little  reference  to  ibe 
actual  expenditure  of  former  years,  as  it  could  have  to  more  recent  i\me».  Tbe 
actual  expenditure  of  1801  was  41,486/. ;  of  1802,  26,330/.;  and  of  1803,  40,TSSi. 

The  presents  to  Ministers  of  Foreign  Powers  were  estimated,  in  1 804,  also  at  lOjOOOl. ; 
average  expenditure  of  seven  years  to  5th  July  1811,  14,200/. ;  average  of  two  y eara 
and  three  quarters  to  5th  January  1815,  about  27,000/. ;  the  average  of  three  years 
prior  to  1814  had  been  about  14.000/. 

Equipage  to  our  Ministers  at  Foreign  Courts  : — Estimate  1804,  4,000/. ;  average  of 
seven  years  to  5  July  1811,  4700/. :  of  two  years  and  three  quarters,  to  5th  January 
1815,9472/. 

Special  Service  and  Royal  Bounty  :^Esti mate  of  1804,  12,000/. ;  annual  Average 
to  5th  July  1811,  23,000/.;  average  from  5th  April  1812  to  5th  January  ISI5, 
24,864/.  But  in  this  average  is  included  40,045/.  for  Works  in  St.  James's,  the  Green 
and  Hyde  Parks,  connected  with  the  celebration  of  the  peace  in  August  1814;  this 
sum  being  excluded,  the  amount  of  this  charge  would  very  little  exceed  the  eetioEiate 
of  J  804,  and  woMld  be  considerably  less  .than  the  average  to  5th  July' 1811. 

It  does  oot  S€;eu  necessary  to  colter  partiicoUrJy  into  tivs  iUdfa  .of  ^e^neng^rs,  the 
funount  of  which  must  necessarily  be  very  uncertain,  o^  into  the  contingencies  or 
deficiencies  of  fees  of  the  Treasury,  or  office^  /of  ^he  Secretaries  of  State,  «r  Council- 
office  ;  the  increase  of  public  business  seems  to  account  for  some  increase  under  these 
beads  of  expenditure.  ^ 

T^e  Committee  refer  to  the  accouat  .pce^siMed  to  tjie  I)aos&20th  March  1815,  for 
the  further  particulars  of  items  belonging  to  this  head;  and  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
their  general  intentions  iiUo  efFoot,  they  cecpi^Biiieiid  that  the  Civil  List  be  relieved 
of  all  that  belongs  to  it  which  is  uQcertaia  axid  Qac^uating,  and  that  it  Jhe  confined  to 
those  special  payments  only,  which  are  .of  a  fyit^  nature;  tl^is  will  reduce  the  future 
expenditure  t4^  about  ^5,0Q0i.;  and  they  fugeest,  that  the  other  it^ms  wbtcli  have 
beeo  lieretofore  included  vmder  the  head  or  Occasional  Payments,  be  submitted 
aaiMMlly  .to  Parliament,  with  a  particular  atatame#t  of  the  cir<cumataoces  mk^eh  have 
given  rise  to  each  article  of  expenditure. 

In  wMhdrawiug  these  articles  of  unceriaia  and  occasional  charge  from  tbe  Civil 
last,  and  recommending  that  they  should  be  annually  voted,  by  esijkimates  laid  before 
the  House,  with  such  explanations  and  particulars  as  may  be  necessaryi  your  Com- 
mittee venture  to  suggest,  that  sopie  ec^onomical  regulations,  particularly  as  to  the 
charge  of  Messengers  might  perhaps  be  resorted  to,  nojt  only  without  inconvenience, 
but  even  with  adflmtage  to  the  punctuality  and  expedition  of  that  service,  to  which 
the  notice  of  the  departments  of  the  JBecretary  of  State  and  Treasury  cannot  be  too 
aoon  directed. 

Since  the  accoi>nt8  to  the  5ih  January  18 15^  were  presented  to  the  Committee,  upon 
wdieh  the  foregoing  observations  are  founded,  a  further  account  of  tbeexpenditare  of 
the  Ci^l  List,  for  one  quarter  to  the  5th  April  1615,  has  been  referxed  to  then.  By 
lliis  account,  the  total  expenditure  for  tbe  quarter,  appears  to  amooot  to  34^,176/.;  and 
the  total  income  to  368;819/. ;  only  leaviog  a  deficiency  of  1 1^,35^/. 

The  Committee  have  examined  and  compared  i^is  account  with  the  accounts  before 
referred  to  them  ;  and  it  appears,  that  the  charge  in  respect  of  the  first  and  second 
Classes,  is  entirely  in  conformity  with  the  charges  in  the  former  accounts. 

The  charge  for  the  third  Class  amoonu  to  42,851/. ;  wtiicfa,  aithwigb  considerably 
more  than  the  average  charge  for  the  two  years  and  three  quarters  to  tibe  5th  Jsa. 
1815,  is  very  little  more  than  the  actjual  ch^ge  for  tlie  last  quarter  of  this  period ;  the 
great  increase  under  this  head  having  taken  place  since  the  5th  April  1814,  in  con- 
iequeace  of  the  general  state  of  our  ibreign  reiatioos. 
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FOURTH  CXASS. 

The  total  charge  of  this  Class  is  66,838/. ;  which  is  less  than  the  avverage  expen- 
ditore  of  any  of  the  preceding  quarters  since  |lie  5lh  April  1812^  end  not  very 
eoDsiderahly  more  than  the  average  expenditure  for  the  seven  years  to  the  ^th  Joly 
181],  in  which  period  the  ezpenditare  may  be  stated  at  64,9831.  This  ezpenditara 
baa  tdken  place  as  follows : 

In  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  Department,  exclisiTC  of  tlie  OOke        £ 

of  Works w 18,208 

In  the  Office  of  Works 7,900 

In  the  Lord  Steward's  Department «..    28,717 

In  the  Department  of  the  Master  of  the  Hprse • ••••     1 1,048 

In  the  DtJpaMment  of  the  Master  of  the  fiobes..».. ••         914 


«p 


^.66.837 

From  thi?  account  it  will  be  seen,  that  in  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  Department, 
exclusive  of  the  Office  of  Works,  a  very  considerable  diminuiion  of  expense  haa 
taken  place  with  reference  to  that  of  the  eleven  preceding  quarters,  thoogb  it  is 
greater  than  it  was  upon  an  average  of  the  seven  yeais  to  5th  July  1811,  in  which 
period  it  may  be  stated  at  ]4,8u5i!.  In  the  Department  of  the  Omce  of  Works,  n 
more  considerable  dim'uiution  has  taken  pUce ;  but  the  Conuniuee  understand,  that 
this  diminution  has  been  occasioned  chiefly  from  the  circumstance  of  the  present ' 
Surveyor  General  not  having,  from  the  recent  date  of  his  appointmet,  had  an  oppor* 
tunity  of  takii»g  a  general  survey  of  the  palaces  and  bnildings  placed  nnder  hia 
charge,  and  therefore  cannot  be  looked  to  as  a  permanent  decrease ;  some  of  tha 
Royal  palaces  and  buildings  having  been  represented  to  be  in  a  very  dilapidated 
condition,  and  therefore  requiring  extensive  repairs. 

In  the  Lord  Steward's  Department*  on  the  comrary,  a  very  considerable  increase  of 
expenditure  has  taken  place,  not  only  above  the  average  of  the  seven  years  to  the  5th 
July  181  J,  but  above  the  average  for  the  two  years  and  three  quarters  to  5th  January 
1815.  The  expenditure  in  Ahe  former  period  may  be  slated  at  26,350/.,  and  in  the 
latter  period  at  25,287/.  This  increased  expenditure  in  the  last  quarter,  as  compared  , 
with  tlM  former  period,  has  arisen  from  the  expenses  of  the  establishment  of  her  royal 
highness  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales,  and  from  the  additional  expense  of  the 
Boyal  gardens;  and  as  compared  with  the  latter  period,  from  naany  sums  being 
included  in  tb«  present  account  which  are  annual  payments»  or  payments  fm-  a  longer 
period  than  one  quarter,  particularly  some  of  the  expenses  at  Brighton,  wnich  might 
strictly  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the  former  quarter. 

In  the  Department  of  the  Master  of  the  Horse,  the  expenditure  is  less  than  upon 
the  average  of  the  last  two  years  and  three  quarters^  and  is  very  nearly  the  ssme  as 
it  was  during  that  period,  after  deducting  therefrom  tl»e  extraordinary  expensea 
incurred  in  this  Department  on  account  of  t^  Illustrious  Visitors  to  this  coontry. 

Upon  the  Fifth,  l^ixth.  Seventh,  and  Eighth  Classes  do  particular  observations  occur 
to  the  Committee.  They  h^ve,  in  a  former  part  of  this  Rspori,  offered  such  remarks 
upon  them  as  i^pe^ed  to  be  called  for ;  and  the  expenditure  in  the  quarter  to  the 
5ib  April  181^.  has  been  nearly  at  the  aame  rate  as  in  the  former  period  of  two  years 
and  three  quarters. 

OOC48IONAL  PAYMEim 

The  total  €barge  under  this  head  is  97,5661.  which  is  aboat  17,00()/.  more  than 
the  average  expendtture  of  the  two  years  and  three  quarters  to  the  5th  January  \S\5, 
hot  does  not  exceed  that  of  the  last  three  quarters  of  thi*  period.  The  chief  increase 
ii  the  extraordinary  disbursements  of  Foreif^  Ministers^  which  forms  the  OMMt 
prominent  item  of  this  account. 

DBBT. 

The  Charge  of  the  Civil  List, 

For  two  years  and  three-quarter  to  5th  January  1615,  is  ^.4,108,359 

Ditto  ,  of  the  Qaarterle  Itfa  April  1815  582.176 

>  II         ^ 

Tout  Charge  for  Three  Years  to  5th  April  1815 4,490,5 1 5 
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.  The  Ordinary  Income, 

To  the  5ih  January  1815,  is    «£.  3,012,787 

For  the  Qaarter  to  the  5th  April  1815  268,819 

Total  Ordinary  Income,  for  3  Years  to  5th  April  1815  3,281,506 

Debt  which  would  have  accrued  in  case  no  Extraordinary  Aid  —- ^^^.^ 
had  been  applied..^ ; 1,208,909 

Towards  the  Discharge  of  this  Deht,there  has  been  applied. 
From  Droits  of  the  Crown  and  Admiralty,     .     . 

By  the  Receiver  and  Registrar. ••.••••.  JE,  430,000 

By  the  Danish  Commissioners • ••         25,339 

And  there  has  been  granted  by  Parliamenti  '  '^ 

To  make  good  the  Deficiency  of  1813  s 118,857  . 

And  towards  the  Extraordinary  Charges  for  the 

Year  1814 100,000 

■  674,196 


« 


Leaving  a  Debt,  undischarged,  of  ••••■•••# £.  534,713 

Upon  the  general  subject  of  the  Debts  which  have  at  difierent  times  accrued  npoa 
the  Civil  List,  it  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  system  adopted  at  the  beginning  of  the 
present  reign„  and  the  various'circumstances  which  have  occurred  in  the  course  of  it, 
rendered  the  occurrence  of  Debt  in  some  degree  almost  unavoidable.  To  an  £xpeo« 
diture  necessarily  increasing,  a  fixed  Income  was  applied,  and  though  that  Iiicone 
was  at  different  times  augmented,  it  was  never  increased  beyond  an  amount  sufficient 
to  meet  the  Expenditure  at  the  time  the  augmentation  was  made ;  whereas  id  the 
former  reign,  if  the  Expenditure  progressively  increased,  the  Income  also  progreasively 
increased  which  was  assigned  to  meet  it. 

A  new  estimate  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee.  It  appears  to  have  been  formed, 
as  to  its  amount,  with  reference  to  the  ordinary  charge  of  the  last  three  years,  except 
in  the  Third  Class,  in  which  a  considerable  augmentation  is  proposed. 

Many  of  the  charges  which  have  hitherto  fallen  upon  the  Civil  List,  have  been  so 
uncertain,  and  dependent  upon  such  a  variety  of  unforeseen  circumstances,  that  no 
calculation  with  respect  to  those  charges  could  be  made,  upon  which  any  person  could 
rely  with  confidence..  The  (Ariceofall  articles  of  consumption,  since  the  accession  of 
his  present  Majesty,  has  so  rapidly  advanced,  and  particularly  in  latter  times,  as  to 
render  any  estimate,  however  justly  formed  at  the  time,  totally  inadequate  ;  and  the 
continuance  of  peace  or  of  war  must  have  materially  affected  the  calculations  upon 
which  former  estimates  have  been  founded. 

The  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Income  and  the  Expenditure  should  be 
made  as  certain  as  possible;  and, having  rendered  the  former  ample,  that  the  Utter 
should  be  restrained  by  such  measores  as  may  be  adopted  consistently  with  the  respect 
doe  to  the  Sovereign. 

The  Committee  do  not  feel  themselves  called  upon  to  offer  any  opinion  as  to  the 
adequacy  of  the  amount,  or  the  accuracy  of  the  details  of  the  estimate ;  but  they  ap« 
prove  of  the  course  which  has  been  followed  in  forming  it,  by  excluding  from  it  all 
payments  of  an  uncertain  nature,  which  ought  to  be  made  the  subject  either  of  annual 
Parliamentary  Grant,  or  of  other  provision. 

If  this  suggestion  should  be  adopted,  the  only  classes  upon  which  any  variation 
appears  likely  to  take  place  at  any  future  period,  are  those  of  the  Foreign  Ministers, 
and  of  the  departments  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  Lord  Steward,  Master  of  the  Hone, 
and  Master  of  the  Robes. 

The  Foreign  Ministers  beinp^  the  representatives  of  his  Majesty  at  the  CourU  of  other 
Sovereigns,  belong  so  immediately  to  the  Crown,  as  to  form  necessarily  a  part  of  the 
Civil  List;  and  though  the  charge  must  vary  considerably,  from  the  uncertainty  of 
war  or  peace,  yet  this  fluctuation  would  be  confined,  if  the  susgestions  of  the  Com- 
mittee should  be  adopted,  to  salaries  and  pensions  only,  as  all  other  services  connected 
with  this  class  would  no  longer  form  a  part  of  the  Civil  List. 

,  The  pensions  of  this  description  having  been  nnder  the  consideration  of  a  Com- 
mittet  of  the  House,  and  regulated  by  the  Act  of  50  Geo.  3,  c.  1 17,  as  to  the  amount 

t 
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of  SQch  pemionSf  and  the  periodi  of  service  tfler  which  alone  they  ceold  be  granted, 
it  is  preramedf  that  no  exceeding,  to  any  considerable  amount,  is  likely  to  occur  upon 
ihis  head* 

With  respect  both  to  Salaries  and  Pensions,  as  they  are  liable  to  floctnation,  ac- 
cording to  the  nature  of  our  relations  with  foreign  countries,  and  as  they  appear  to 
be  taken  at  the  fuiramounk  in  the  new  estimate,  the  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that 
ID  the  event  [of  its  being  carried  into  effect,  all  savings  which  may  take  place  in 
4hia  class,  after  providing  for  the  outfit  and  allowances  for  house*rent,  should  not 

fo  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Civil  List,  but  should  be  left  to  the  disposition  of 
arliament. 

In  the  departments  of  the  Fourth  Class,  the  Committee  suggest,  that  in  future  all 
compensations,  in  the  nature  of  Superannuation,  should  be  governed  by  the  regulations 
of  the  Act  above  referred  to,  respecting  the  superannuations  granted  to  persons  who 
have  held  situations  in  public  offices. 

An  Address  of  the  House  has  been  presented  to  the  Prince  Regent,  respecting  com« 
pensaUons  in  lieu  of  gratuities,  at  present  paid  to  the  servants  of  the  Royal  Household : 
the  amount  of  these  compensations,  if  granted,  will  form  an  addition  to  the  estimate, 
which  has  been  referred  to  the  Committee.  If  such  gratuities  should  be  discontinued, 
nod  compensation  be  given,  great  care  must  be  taken  that  the  demand  of  similar  pay- 
ment shall  not  be  suffered  to  recur. 

In  this  class,  considerable  exceedings  have  taken  place,  and  particularly  during  the 
period  which  has  been  peculiarly  under  the  notice  of  the  Committee.  The  circom- 
atances  which  led  to  these  ezceedings  have  been  noticed  in  the  former  part  of  this 
Report.  And  as  in  this  class  a  very  great  variation  from  the  estimate  appears  at  all 
times  to  have  taken  place,  it  is  necessary  to  adopt  such  a  system  of  check  and  control 
as  is  most  likely  to  restrain  future  excess. 

The  Committee  have  seen  with  great  saUsfaction  the  warrant  of  the  Prince  Regent 
of  24th  April  lil5,  which  requires  quarterly  estimates  and  accounts  in  as  much 
detail  as  possible;  and  supplementary  estimates  of  any  expense  exceeding  lOOOl, 
which  may  arise  in  the  course  of  any  quarter.  It  also  directs,  that  nothing  shall 
be  ^supplied  except  from  the  written  authority  of  a  person  to  be  nominated  in  each 
department. 

They  are  of  opinioli,  that,  considering  the  nature  of  the  great  offices  of  the  house- 
hold! no  sufficient  check  or  control  can  be  exercised  solely  by  the  officers  at  the  head 
of  those  respective  departments,  however  much  it  may  be  their  duty  and  their 
anxious  desire  to  connne  the  expenditure. within  due  limits,  without  the  effectual 
control  of  the  Commtiaioners  of  the  Treasury.  That  board  is  armed,  by  the  warrant 
above  referred  to,  with  powers,  which,  if  followed  by  adequate  regulations,  will,  the 
Committee  trust,  be  rendered  fully  efficient.  Among  the  most  important  of  these 
regulations,  your  Committee  recommend  a  positive  direction  that  the  heads  of  these 
departments  respectively  should  account  for  any  excess  which  may  have  arisen  in 
the  course  of  any  quarter,  and  that  they  should  be  required  to  provide  for  such  excess 
by  a  saving  to  an  equal  amount  in  the  ensuing  quarter.  Unless  the  recurrence  of  such 
excess  on  the  aggregate  expenditure  of  this  class  can  be  so  obvia^d,  the  amount,  under 
such  limitation  as  Parliament  may  think  fit  to  enact,  must  be  submitted  to  the  House 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  Committee  wish  to  impreu  their  opinion  upon  the  House, 
that  it  is  to  the  vigilant  superintendence  of  the  Treasury,  that  Parliament  should  look 
for  the  enforcing  of  such  regulations  as  may  be  devised  for  confining  the  expenditure 
of  the  Civil  List  within  the  income  assigned  to  it. 

Under  the  present  system  of  auditing  the  accounts  of  the  diflTerent  departments  of 
the  Fourth  Class,  the  Committee  fear  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  Board  of  Treasury 
cfi*ectually  to  exercise  this  control.  It  appears  indeed  that  this  system  may  afford 
some  check  on  the  prices  charged  by  the  tradesmen,  and  secure  the  due  application 
of  the  money  issued  by  the  Tkvasury  ;  but  it  cannot  be  said  in  any  degree  to  control 
the  current  expenditure. 

The  accounts  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  the  Master  of  the  Horse  are  audited 
by  the  Auditors  of  Public  Accounts.  The  accounu  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain's 
Department  have  been  audited  and  declared  to  the  5tb  January  1810,  and  great 
progress  has  been  madeJn  the  examination  of  the  accounts  for  the  subsequent  year. 
The  accounts  are  delivered  to  the  5th  January  181 2,    The  Lord  Steward  is  not  the 
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BCCotM^Mit  of  hw  own  Def»rC«6flt;  he  it  iIm  firti  officer  of  fthe  Royal  Howebokl^  uid 
dtreets  the  Board  of  Green  Gblh^  who  are  officers  Uhder  bis  coaCrol :  tbe  naeflBben 
of  the  Board  are*  the  Treasurer,  the  Comptroller,  and  the  Master  of  the  HoUaehoh), 
who  have  oAoeva  and  elerha^andor  iheir-direclieii.  The  Aecooetatit  is  the  PayoaasCer  { 
of  the  Household;  ibid  the  eoofte  of  condoGliog  the  bnaiBess  is  as  follows  >—>Tbe  bilb  • 
of  the  several  Iradesmen  afe»  in  the  finift  inetance^  examined  both  as  to  qoantiiiea  and 
prioesi  by  the  respective  ofiicera  of  the  Royal  Household,  onder  whose  pmrticolar 
direction  the  articles  are  provided;  they  are  then*  etsminied  by  the  officers  of  the 
Board  of  Green  Cloth ;  and  being  found  correct,  are  ordered  for  payment  as  aooa  as 
the  money  for  that  purpose  is  placed  in  the  hsnds  of  the  Paymaster.  The  Paymaster 
has  no  control  v^hatever  over  the  accoonts ;  he  is  obliged  to  pay  the  precise  stttos 
according  to  the  accofint  sent  to  him  by  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth.  Tiie  Pay  nsaster's 
accooots  are  aacfe  op  by  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth ;  and  are  examined  by  tba 
Auditor  of  the  Land  Revenue,  as  to  the  castings  and  computations,  and  are  subse* 
qneatly  passed  upea  the  oath  (rf  the  PayoMsier  and  Comptroller  before  the  baroiia  of 
the  Excheqaer,  one  of  the  clerks  of  the  Board  of  Green  Cloth  attending,  and  the 
Quietas  issues  in  the  regular  Exchequer  form.  They  have  been  so  passed  up  to  the 
year  1808;  and  the  accoonts  for  1809  add  1810  are  now  before  the  Auditor. 

It  is  obvious  tbas  no  system  of  mere  audit,  however  accurate,  can  effect  thai 
constant  and  periodical  control  over  the  current  expenditure,  without  whtch  the 
great  object  of  confining  the  expense  of  each  quarter  within  the  estimate  cannot  be 
attained^ 

In  order  to  accomplish  this  object,  yoor  Committee  are  of  opinion^  that  an  officer 
should  be  appointed  speeially  to  audit  and  superintend  the  expenditure  of  all  the 
Departments  of  the  Royal  iiesBehold  ;  that  he  should  be  perfectly  independent  of 
those  Departments,  and  act  under  the  immediato  instroctions  of  tlie  Lords  Com- 
mssioflefs  of  the  Treasury ;  that  he  should  not  only  eiBaatine  particularly  the 
authorities  under  which  aU  orders  are  given  and  paynenta  made,  as  well  aa  audit  and 
cheek  the  accounts  ef  each  Departasent,  at  the  close  of  every  quarter,  but  that  he 
should  hawe  the  power  of  examining  them^  together  with  the  estimates  and  expen- 
ditore  of  the  Pepartoients  in  the  course  of  each  quarter.  It  ia  also  expedient  that  he 
should  have  the  power  of  examining,  upon  oath,  all  persons  acting  onder  rhe 
aalhority  of  the  principal  oSeert  of  the  Household,  and  all  others  employed  by  them* 

The  Board  of  Treasury,  with  such  an  officer  aotins  onder  their  orders,  and  iif 
constant  cooMMnication  with  them,  will  become  acquainted  with  every  variation  in 
the  disbursemeats'  of  this  Class,  as  it  occurs ;  and  may  interpose  their  authority  to 
prevent  those  excesses,  whiich  have  perhaps  arisen,  in  a  considerable  degree,  from  the 
want  of  an  effioieiit  system  of  superintendence  and  oontroK 

The  Committee  rally  trust,  that  these  good  effects  may  be  produced  withonl 
throwing  any  additional  burthen  on  the  public,  by  the  creation  of  this  new  office. 
They  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  a  saving  sufficient  to  meet  the>  expense  nay  bo 
flMde  by  the  discontinuance  or  regulation  of  officers,  which  cannot  be  considered  as 
necessary,  either  to  the  service  or  splendour  of  the  Royal  Household. 

By  such  regulations  the  accumulation  of  arrears  which  have  heretofore  taken  place, 
would  be  in  a  great  degree  avoided ;  and  with  this  view  also  it  is  particularly  recom- 
mended, as  it  has  been  by  former  Committees,  that  a  sum  should  be  voted  annually 
on  aecount  for  civil  contingencies,  and  an  aocount  of  its  application  laid  regularly,  in 
the  year  subsequent  to  the  grant,  before  Parliament.  There  would  in  that  case  be  do 
necessity  for  borrowing  from  the^ivil  List  for  unforeseen  expenses,  which  has  hitherto 
been  the  practice,  and  which  has  occasioned  great  inconvenience  to  many  of  those 
persons  to  whom  payments  were  due  out  of  iu  revenoesi  as  well  as  some  embarrass- 
ment in  the  state  of  the  accounts. 

As  it  seems  very  desirable  that  the  income  of  the  Civil  List  should  be  fixed  and 
certain  as  well  as  the  expenditure,  the  committee  suggest  that  the  Exchequer  fees, 
the  amount  of  which  depends  upon  a  variety  of  circqmstancesi  and  varies  very  much 
during  peace  and  war,  should  not  in  future  form  a  part  of  the  ordinary  income,  but 
should  after  setting  apart  a  sufficient  sum  to  defray  the  charge  occasioned  l^  her 
ro^l  highness  the  Princess  Charlotte,  be  carried  to  the  Consolidated  Fund. 

The  income  and  charge,  according  to  the  estimate  reffurreJ  to  the  ConunUteei  and 
under  the  proposed  regulation,  vrould  stand  as  follows : 
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Income,  exckiMve  of  Eschi^qoer  Feet .£.1,040,600 

Cikarge  iadependeni  of .ber  Royal  HighDeu  ibt  Princeia  CbarloUe      1^030,000 

Surplus £.    4,000 

If  the  suggettioni  of  the  Committee  tboold  be  adopted,  it  will  be  necesiary  to 
propose  grantJi  to  the  House  for  those  services  of  an  uncertain  amount,  which  it  has 
been  recommended  in  future  to  exclude  from  (be  Civil  List.  Various  Parliamentary 
prorisiont  will  alio  be  necessary,  particalarly  for  transferring  to  the  Consolidated 
Fund  the  sum  of  136,000/.  from  the  First  Class ;  for  carrying  to  the  Consolidated 
Fond  the  Exchequer  fees ;  for  amending  the  Act  of  52  Geo.  3,  c.  6,  respecting  the 
laying  annually  before  Parliament  the  amount  of  any  deficiency  which  may  hereafter 
arise ;  for  giving  tbe  necessary  powers  to  Ibe  Auditor ;  and  for  amending  the  Act  of 
50  Geo.  3,  c.  1 17,  respecting  tbe  deficiency  of  fees  of  tbe  different  offices. 

The  Committee  conclude  by  stating  their  confidence  that,  if  the  regulations  and 
arrangements  which  they  have  submitted  lo  the  House  be  adopted,  and  followed  op 
by  an  active  superintendence  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Treasury,  the  expense  of 
ibt?  Civil  List  will  be  kept  within  doe  limits,  and  future  applications  to  Parliament,  for 
the  liquidation  of  debts,  except  under  unforeseen  and  peculiar  circumstances,  will  be 
avoided. — 16  June  1815. 


REPORT 


FROM 

THE    SELECT    COMMITTEE 

OK  THE 

PUBLIC  INCOME  AND  EXPENDITURE 

OF        • 

IRELAND. 

Ordered,  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to  be  printed,  19  June  1813. 


[All  sums  are  in  Irish  cnrreocy  where  the  oootrary  is  not  eipressed.] 


The  Select  CoiiMiTTBS,to  wbom  tbe  several  Reports  from  tbe  Committees  on  Public 
locome  aad  Expenditure  of  Irelan^^  and  tbe  several  Accounts  and  Papers  pre- 
sented to  tbe  House  in  18 IS,  1814,  aod  1815,  relating  to  tbe  Public  Income  and 
Expenditure  of  Ireland,  were  referred,  and  who  were  directed  to  inquire  and 
report  lo  ibe  Hoase  what  has  been,  daring  tho  last  Iwenty^four  years  ending  the 
5th  day  of  January  1815,  the  Increase  and  Redemption  of  tbe  Public  Funded 
Debt  of  Ireland,  and  what  was  tl^e  State  and  Amount  thereof  on  the  said  day^ 
VoihXXX.    Appendix.  (h)  . 
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what  has  been  the  Progress  of  the  Permanent  ReTenoe  of  Ireland  during   the 
same  period,  and  what  may  be  the  expected  futore  Anniia)  Produce  of  the  Xajces 
mow  exiiting  in  that  country,  what  has  been  the  total  Expenditure  of  Ireland  in 
each  year  of  the  period,  distinguishing, the  Amount  expended  on  account  of  the 
Joint  Expenditure  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  or  which  may  appear  to  be  still 
due   on  that  account,  and  what  was  the  Amount  of  the  Unfunded  Debt  aod 
Demands  outstanding  and  unprovided  for,  in  Ireland,  on  the  5tb  of  January  1815; 
and  likewise  to  take  into  their  consideration  the  Accounts  relating  to  the  Trade 
and  Navigation  of  Ireland,  during  the  same  period ;  and  to  report  the  same  to  the 
House,  together  with  their  observations  upon  the  whole  matters  referred  to  ibem; 
and  who  were  empowered  to  report  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  the  House  ;— 

Have,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the  House,  and  in  the  order  prescribed  by 
the  reference,  proceeded  to  examine  the  various  matters  submitted  to  their  considera- 
tion; and  have  agreed  to  the  following  Report: 

» 

FUNDED  DEBT  OF  IRELAND. 

The  Increase  and  Redemption  of  the  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Irelaml,  in  each  year  for 
the  last  twenty-four  years,  will  appear  from  the  following  Statement : 

A  Statement  of  the  Amount  of  the  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Ibeland,  Redeemed 
and  Unredeemed,  with  the  Annual  Charge  thereof;  together  with  the  Sinking  Fund 
applicable  to  the  Reduction  of  the  Debt  at  the  under-mentioned  periods,  and 
showing  the  proportion  that  the  Sinking  Fund  bears  to  the  Unredeemed  Debt. 


PUBLIC  WNDED  DKR. 
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And  it  appears  that  the  total  amount  of  the  Public  Funded  Debt  of  Ireland  wu«  on 
the  6th  of  January  \S\5p  127,865,067/.,  of  which  22,466,464/.  had  been  purcbaied  by 
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the  commiwioners  for  the  Redemption  6r*  the  National  Debt,  leaving  a  funded  debt 
unredeeined,  of  105,409,619/. 

And  it  also  appears  that  the  total  annual  charge  of  the  said  debt  consists  of 
S,6 13,675/.  interest  on  the  unredeemed  capital;  of207,40?/.  unexpired  annuities,  together 
with  the  annual  sum  of  2.087.S09/.  standing  in  the  names  of  the  commissioners  for  the 
Reduction  of  the  National  Debt ;  and  which  sum  of  2,087.809/.  consisu  of  67,649/., 
established  by  an  Irish  Act,  87  Geo.  5.  cap.  27;^of  1,229>432/.,  being  1/.  per  cenu 
on  stock  created  inconsequence  of  all  subsequent  loans  ;— of  54,043/.  expired  annui« 
ties,  and  of  736,685/.  interest  on  stock  redeemed  ;  making  a  total  charge  for  Interest^ 
Annuities,  and  Sinking  Fond,  on  5th  January  1815,  of  5.908.891/. 

But  your  Committee  must  here  repeat  the  observation  made  by  the  Committee  of 
1812:  "  That,  in  the  foregoing  account  is  not  included  the  sum  of  4,500,000/.  British, 
currency,  borrowed  for  the  service  of  Ireland,  in  the  British  loan  of  181 1,  of  which  the 
interest  has  hitherto  been  defrayed  by  Great  Britain,  but  without  any  distinct  pro* 
▼isioB  for  the  payment  thereof  having  been  made  by  Parliament  in  the  usual  way." 


PERMANENT  RIVENXTE  OF  IRELANa 

Your  Committee  /have  caused  a  detailed  account  to  be  prepared,  of  the  gross  and 
net  produce  of  the  ordinary  or  permanent  Revenues  of  Ireland  for  the  last  twenty- 
four  years,  which  will  exhibit  the  annual  progress  of  each  branch  of  the  Revenue  from 
25th  March  1791  to  5th  January  1815. 

And  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  subjoin  a  Comparative  Statxmeht,  showing  the 
increase  or  diminution,  on  the  total,  of  the  gross  and  net  permanent  revenues,  at  the 
end  of  every  three  years  daring  the  same  period. 
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On  this  statement  it  is  satisfactory  to  observe,  that  the  net  payments«into  the  Exche* 
quer,  for  the  year  ending  January  the  5th  1815,  exceed  those  ior  the  year  ending  on 
the  same  day  1812,  by  1,300,000/.;  and  that  the  increase  has  been  uniformly  pro- 
gressive since  1811. 

And  although  your  Committee  cannot  pretend  to  form  any  correct  opinion  as  to 
what  may  be  the  actual  produce  of  the  existing  taxes  of  Ireland  in  future  years,  subject 
as  that  must  be  to  the  influence  of  various  causes  connected  with  the  general  state  of 
the  empire;  yet  they  are  strongly  induced  to  hope  for  a  continued  increase,  founding 
their  opinion  on  what  has  actually  happened  in  recent  times,  on  a  full  conviction  of 
the  growing  prosperity  of  Ireland,  and  on  a  belief  that  improvementa  are  yearly  uking 
place  in  the  nnancial  coUectiona  and  arrangementa  of  that  coonuy. 

EXPENDITURE. 

The  next  tobject  referred  to  the  consideration  of  your  Committee,  is  the  •*  Total  Ex- 
penditure of  Ireland  in  each  year  during  the  last  twenty-four  years  ;  distinguishing 
the  ifflouni  expended  on  accoont  of  the  Joint  Expenditore  of  Great  Briuin  and  Ireland^ 
er  which  may  appear  to  be  daeon  tbat  accoon^  on  5tb  January  1815." 
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For  the  y^ears  antecedent  to  the  Union,  yourCommtitee  have  ^ad  recoorae  4o  t^e 
anbual  accoants  laid  before  the  Parliament  of  Ireland,  and  aubaequenily  to  tbe  Jouroais 
of  the  United  Parliament ;  from  which  they  have  extracted  the  following  Statkmskt^ 
exhibiting  the  total  expenditure  in  each  of  the  twenty.foor  years. 

Abstbact  of  tbe  Total  Expbnditubb  of  Ireland,  from  25th  March  1791  to  3th 
January  iai5,  excloMve  of  tbe  Charge  for  Management 
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PAYMENTS. 


On 
Separate  Accosnt 


YEARS 

Ending  25  March  1792 

.  -  -  1793 

-  -  -  1794. 

-  -  -  1795 

-  -  .  1796 

-  -  -  1797 

-  -  -  1798 

-  -  -  1799 

-  -  -  1800 


3-Quarters  to  1  Jan.  1801    - 
Year  ending  5  Jan.  1802   - 

-  -  -  .  1803  - 

-  -  -  \H0^   * 

-  -  -   1805  - 

-  -  -   1806  • 

-  -  -   1807  - 

-  -  -   1808  - 

-  -  -   1809  - 

-  "     -   1810  - 


r  • 


1811 

1312 
1813 
1814 
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1,514,258 
1,467,570 
1,696,628 
2,594,1 10 
3,023,149 
3.311,702 
5.066,880 
5,749,824 
7,201,231 
5,046,307 
3,316,266 
3,014,507 
2,598.935 
2,685,387 
2,911,584 
3,307,216 
3,422,270 
3,584,414 
3,941,142 
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5^282,063 
5,892,658 


On 
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4,222,724 

3,419,244 
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5,163,700    ) 

1,587,083*  3 
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1,514,258 

1.467,570 

1,696,628 

2,594,1  lO 

3.023.149 

3,311,702 

5,66a,880 

5,749.b24 
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7^3g.91K> 

6,433,75 1 

6,«82,4i8 
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8,466.694 
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^  Theie  Sums  are  Payments  made  on  account  of  Balances  doe  by  Ireland  to  Great 

Britain,  on  tbe  Joint  Accoaut. 

And  with  respect  to  expenditure  on  Joint  Account  since  the  Union,  your  Committee 
have  prepared  other  Statements,  on  the  principles  adopted  in  1819,  giving  a  Balance 
due  to  Great  Britain  from  Ireland  on  tbe  5th  January  18l5,  of  1,656,351/.  British 
currency,  being  part  of  tbe  balance  remaining  unpaid  on  the  Joint  Account  ending 
5th  January  1814;  together  with  4,451,635/.  British  currency,  being  so  much  under- 
paid by  Ireland  on  her  proportion  of  tbe  expenditure  for  tbe  year  1814,  making 
together  a  balance  due  by  Ireland  to  Great  Britain,  on  tbe  5th  of  January  1815,  of 
6,107,987/.  sterling,  or  in  Irish  currency,  6,616,986/. 

UNFUNDED  DEBT  AND  DEMANDS  OUTSTANDINO, 

,  on  the  5  th  of  January  1815^ 

It  appears  from  an  account  certified  to  your  Committee,  that  en  tb^  5tb  January 
1815  a  sum  of  28,2a8/.  remained  duf,  but  for  wbich,  provision  has  been  made  by 
several  Acts  of  Parliament. 
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And  there  abo  rcnuiMd  dm,  Int  amf  rofrklcd  for,  on  tke  sane  day.  Exchequer  Bills 
jit  5»«  per  cvirt.  aoiooBtiBi^  to  2,706,750 1  it  to  tiiit  is  added  tne  mn  of  6|6^tw,966ra  ifrsA 
car«<eo«y,  being  the  balaocc  diaa  by  Ireland  to  Great  Britain  on  the  joini  account,  as 
before  stated,  a  balance  wtll  be  left  ouutanding  on  the  5th  January  1815,  of  9,325,736/. 

But  your  Commktee  hare  to  obserrei  that  it  appears,  from  a  doeonient  laid  before 
them,  that,  to  meet  this  balance  due  to  Great  Britain,  there  was  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Irish  Exchequer  on  that  day,  a  sum  of  5,864,165/.  of  which  3,852,383/.  actually  lay  ia 
the  British  Exchequer,  awaiting  the  forms  of  transfer  to  its  proper  head,  in  discharge  of 
contribution  account;  which  sum  of  5,864,165/.  being  deducted  from  the  above  sum 
of  9,325.736/.,  I^ares  the  uafonded  debt  and  demands  ootitanding  on  5th  January 
1815,  3,461,571/.;  of  which  2,708,750/.  exist  as  Treasury  Bills,  provided  with  Interest 
stDd  Sinking  Fund. 

TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 

Your  Coaimittee  next  advert  to  the  Trade  and  Navigation  of  Ireland  ;  and  submit 
the  following  Accounts,  taken  from  the  Report  of  181 1,  and  cbntinued  to  the  present 
time. 

Tub  Total  Official  Value  of  the  Imports  of  lafeLAiiD, — was 


f 

AVERAOl^  OIF 
ttetcYon, 

Ikon 
GREAT  BRtTAIN. 

• 

MBtnm 

COLOVIBS. 

Attodnr 

ooinrniiES. 

TOTAL. 

• 

Ending  25th  March  1777  - 

....     1783  - 

....     1793- 

.    .     -     .     1800- 

Ending    5th  Jan.       1811  - 

....     1815- 

1,949,420 
2,334,900 
2,753,969 
3,727,859 

5,464,95 1 
6,930,370 

£. 

161,058 

76.183 

242,995 

146,069 

658,071 
587.927 

£. 

651,820 

631*938 

1,168,020 

783»855 

> 

932,192 
652,523 

£. 

2,762,298 
3,043,021 
f,  164,985 
4,657,784 

7,055,214 
8,170,820 

Tkii  Total  Official  Value  of  tbe  £xFoaTs«— -was 


Ending 

25Mai«h  1777 

.    •     -  1983 

-  *    •  1793 
...  1800 

5  Jan.  1811 

-  .    -  1815 


To  0ic4  Britain : 

/ ^ 

Mfh  Frodocc 


£. 
2,490^369 
2,292,442 
4.024,815 
3,712,644 

4,868,930 
5,465,832 


A 


i 


£. 

4,086 

6,227 

14,756 

65,8'76 

290,954 
265,287 


To  BddihCoioiiki: 


Irlih  Frodnce. 


£. 

266,530 
310,024 
340.678 
252|489 

275.074 
406.682 


25th  March  1777  * 

-  -    -    -  1783  - 

-  «     •    -  1793  - 

-  •    -    •  1800  - 

50)  Jan. '    1811  - 
....  1815  - 


Total  10 
OieiA 


£. 

2.494|455 
2,300,67 1 
4,039,581 
3,778,520 

i,  159,884 
3,731,119 


Fonf^ 


£.  ' 

21,098 

5,774 

30,467 

U,240 

1 83,483 
37,099 


Total  to 
BrSWi 


£. 

287,628 
315,798 
371,145 
265,629 

304,954 
443,781 


Total 
other 


'  £. 

401^89 
460,976 

715.259 
306,491 


913,856 


Total 


l|U 


£. 

3,153,181 
3,054,680 
5,060,040 
4,225,254 


458^557    5,525,606 


6,614,646 


AU 


Irfak 


£* 
396,28 1 
452,212 
694,546 
260,123 

381,886 
742,132 


Total* 
FoTBtam 
OooS. 


£.. 

30.791 

22,766 

65,944 

125,386 

397,507 


£. 

5,608 

8,764 

20.711 

46,378 

15,721 
171,724 


Total 


or 


£. 

3,183,972 
3,077,446 
5,125,984 
4,350,640 

5,923,113 


474,1 10  J.7,088,756 


Able.— Tbe  Real  Valoe  of  Bxperte  ATerage  of  three  Vearr  to  5th  January 

181 1,  was  ••• >^ 4 ^.1 1,607,610 

Ditio  .., m;  jfth  January  1815,  was  ••••.MMfM.M.M.M      14,073,206 
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Total  numbsb  op  Saipg,  &c.  which  bntebxd  Inwabds. 


Average  of  $  Yean,  -  -  •  CDdiog  5  Jan.  1805 ... 
_  ^         -«—        1811... 

_  —         1815... 

Ofwhichf  -  -  -  Irish,     . 
Average  of  3  Years,  -  -  -  ending  5  Jan.  1805 ... 

-.-  ^         — ^         1811... 

_  ^         1815... 

British, 

Average  of  3  Years,  -  -  -  ending  5  Jan.  1805  ••• 

1811  ... 
1815... 


....    -    Foreign, 
Average  of  3  Years  •  -  -  ending  5  Jan.  1805 

ISll 
1815... 


••. 


••. 


SHIPS. 


7,843 

8,983 

10,606 


1,322 
1,703 
2,129 


6,021 
6,892 
8,135 


500 

387 
342 


TOKS. 


611,955 
817,678 
955,331 


95,529 
115,434 
145,969 


572,047 
635,080 
743,817 


77,712 
67,163 
65,554 


f  cxxii 


44,140 

47,681 

35^994 


6.02I 

6,991 
9,770 


32,548 
35,1»70 
4^650 


5,044 
3,916 
$^74 


Total  Outwards. 

Average  of  3  Years,  -  -  -  ending  5  Jan.  1805  ... 

—          —         —        1811  ... 

liM           — .          •••          ^^.«.         1815  ■•• 

6,826 

8,396 

10,148 

669,728 
783,791 
934,359 

^ 

40,042 
45,394 
54,667 

Of  which,  -  •  -  Irish, 
Average  of  3  Years,  -  -  •>  ending  5  Jan.  1805  ... 

—  —         ---         1811... 

—  —         1815... 

1,236 
1,591 
1,989 

91,465 
1 1 4.322 

143,891 

0,^1 
1,156 

9,554 

-----     British, 
Average  of  3  Years,  -  -  -  ending  5  Jan.  1805  ... 

—  —         —         1811... 

—  —          ---         1815... 

5,089 
6,427 
7,820 

499,608 
602,289 
723,886 

28,665 
30,595 
42,650 

-----    Foreign, 
Average  of  3  Years,  -  -  -  ending  5  Jan.  1805 ... 

—  —         1811  ... 

—  —         •--                 '         1815... 

481 
378 
342 

78,643 
67,145 
65,554 

4,842 
3,709 
3,574 

The  Number  of  Vessels  belonging  to  the  several  Ports  of  Ireland,  on  an  Average  of 
Three  Years, 


Ending  30ih  Sept  -  -  -  1790,  •  -  was  ... 

—  —  1800, - -was... 
^-        —  1810, -•  was ... 

—  —  1815,  -  -  was ... 


flUps. 

1,076 
1,009 
1,116 
1,146 


Toni. 

64,457 
51,358 
59,584 
59,699 


llCOa 

6,335 
4.937 
5,430 
5,512 


And  the  Nnmber  and  Tonnage  of  Vessels  BoiU  and  Registered  in  Ireland,  on  an 
Average  of  Three  Years,  -  -  -  viz. 

8U|it.  TcM* 

Ending  5th  Jan.  -  -  -  1790 63  2,531 

—  —  1801 20  1,285 

—  —  1811 28  1,403 

-*        —  1815 45  1,992 


^^ 
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The  only  branch  in  which  a  diminution  hts  occorrcd  in  the  list  year's  Average,  if. 

^hai  ofthe  direct  Trade  from  Foreign  Coantries ;  but  on  reference  to  the  detailed  account 

of  Imporu,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  parttcalar  articles  creating  this  diminution  are 

Tobacco  and  Cotton  Wool,  which  could  not  be  procured  through  the  regular  channel 

of  importation  during 'the  continuance  of  the  American  war;  and  Foreign  Spirits  in 

1814,  as  compared  with  the  two  preceding  years,  during  a  great  part  of  which  time 

the  suspension  of  Home  Distillation  createdextraordinary  demand  for  Foreign  Supply. 

Having  thus  stated  the  result  of  their  iuTCStigation  on  the  specific  heads  referred  ta 

them  by  the  House,  your  Committee  feel  particularly  desirous  of  calling  the  attention 

of  Parliament  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  Union,  respecting  the  Consolidation  of  the 

Debu  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  noticed  by  the  Committee  of  1811  in  the  following 

word4,  <'  Your  Commiltee  cannot  leave  this  part  of  the  subject,  referred  to  t|iem, 

•<  without  calling  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a  very  important  consideration.     It  is 

«'  provided   by  the  7lh  Article  of  the  Act  of  Union,  "  that  if  at  any  future  day  the 

"separate  debu  of  each  country  respectively  shall  have  been  liquidated,  or  if  the 

<'  TalueK  of  their  respective  debts  (estimated  according  to  the  interest  and  annuitiea 

"  attending  the  same,  and  of  the  SinkiMg*fund  applicable  to  the  reduction  thereof,  to 

*'  the  period  within  which  the  whole  capital  of  snch  debt  shall  appear  to  be  redeem- 

"  able  by  such  Sinking-fund)  shall  be  to  each  other  in  the  same  proportion  with  the 

<*  respective  contributions  of  each  country  respectively;  or  if  the  amount  by  which  the 

"  value  ofthe  *  larger  of  such  debts'  shall  vary  from  such  proportion,  shall  not  exceed 

"  lOOih  part  ofthe  said  value,  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  Parliament  ofthe  United 

"  Kingdom,  that  the  respective  circumstances  of  the  two  countries  will  thenceforth 

"  adroit  of  their  contributing  indiscriminately,  by  equal  taxes  imposed  on  the  same 

"  articles  in  each,  for  the  future  expenditure  ofthe  United  Kingdom,  it  shall  be  com- 

"  petent  to  the  Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom  to  declare  all  future  expense 

"  thenceforth  to  be  incurred,  together  with  the  interest  and  charges  of  all  joint  debts 

'<  contracted  previous  to  such  declaration,  shall  be  defrayed  indiscriminately,  by  equal 

"  taxes  imposed  on  the  same  articles  in  each  coantry,  and  thenceforth  from  time  to 

'•  time,  as  circumstances  may  require,  to  impose  and  apply  inch  taxes  accordingly, 

*'  subject  only  to  st|ch  particular  exemptions  or  abatements  in  Ireland  and  in  that  part 

*'  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  as  circumstancef  may  appear  from  time  to  time  to 

*'  demand  :  that  from  the  period  of  such  declaration,  it  shall  no  longer  be  necessary  to 

"  regulate  the  contributions  of  the  two  conntries  towards  the  future  expenditure  of  the 

"  United  Kingdom,  according  to  any  specific  proportion,  or  according  to  any  of  the 

*'  rules  hereinbefore  prescribed :  provided  nevertheless,  that  the  interest  or  charges 

<«  which  may  remain  on  account  of  any  part  of  the  separate  debt,  with  which  either 

"  country  shall  be  chargeable  and  which  shall  not  be  liquidated  or  consolidated  pro- 

'*  portionably  as  above,  shall,  until  extinguished,  continne  to  be  defirayed  by  separate 

"  Uxes  in  each  country."  " 

By  reference  to  the  Reports  of  that  and  of  the  subsequent  year,  it  will  be  seen  that 
calculations  were  then  made  of  the  value  of  the  respective  debts,  by  estimating  the 
total  charge  of  each  country,  in  respect  to  debt  and  sinking-fond,  as  annuities,,  accord- 
ing to  the  length  of  their  continuance,  on  the  supposition  of  equal  rates  of  interest  in 
each  country ;  but  with  the  addition,  in  1812,  of  the  Unfunded  Debt,  which  had  been 
omitted  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  181 1  the  proportions  were  found  to  be,  on  the  sopposition  of  interest  amonnting 
to  the  rates  of  5,  of  4,  and  of  S  per  cents  :»- 

at  5  per  cent • as  2  to  14^8 

at  4  per  cent as  2  to  15. 

at  3  per  cent as  2  to  15.3 

Or  with  the  addition  of  Stock  created  in  that  Session,  after  deducting  what  would 
be  redeemed,  by  the  Sinking  Fund; — 

at  5  per  cenu • as  2  to  13.8 

at  4  per  cent. as  2  to  13.8 

at  3  percent..... as  2  to  14. 

In  1812  the  proportions  were  found,  on  the  same  suppositions,  but  including  the 
Unfunded  Debt;— 

at  5  percent. as  2  to  14.00 

at  4percenur. •• as  2  to  14.05 

nt  3  per  cent,....,..,...,f«-f  u  2  to  14.M 


( 
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Your  Comaiiitec  bare  earned  ainiJar  calculations  to  be  made  ifi  the  pV^sent  year, 
by  which  it  appears,  that  on  tk»  first  day  of  February  last,  the  proportions  were  u 
follows,  iiM:lttdiog«  as  Irish  Debt,  the  ^OOfiOOL  raised  in  Great  Britain  fop  the  acr* 
▼ice  of  Ireland  in  tb«  year  181 1  ;— 

at  5  per  cent.. • as  2  to  13.I4* 

at  4  per  cent. »« as  2  to  12.97 

at  S  per  cent .'. as  2  to  V2,m 

The.  Committee  of  1811  ramarky  thai  "  It  is  obvious,  even  upon  a  slight  exaini- 
**  naxion  of  the  official  accounts  of  Great  Brixain  and  Ireland,  that  the  increase  of  tbe 
''  Debt  of  Ireland  since  the  Union  has  been  so  JBuch  more  rapid  than  that  of  Gsaat 
''  Britain^  that  the  Value  of  the  one  must  now  bear  to  that  of  the  other  a  profM>rtion 
*'  much  more  nearly  approaching  to  that  of  2  to  1 5,  determined  by  the  Act  of  Uniosi,* 
*^  as  *'  authorizing  the  Parliament  pi  the  United  Kingdom  to  declare,  *  That  all  Ibtnre 
*'  expenses  thenceforth  to  be  incurred,  together  with  the  interest  and  cliargea  of  all 
*'  joint  debts  coi^tracted  previous   to  such  declaration,  shall  be  defrayed  iDdiscirimi- 
''  nately  by  equal  taxes  imposed  on  the  same  articles  in  each  country,  and  tbence- 
"  forth  from  time  to  time,  as  circumstances  may  require,  to  impose  and  apply  such 
"  taxes  accordingly,  subject  only  to  such  particular  exemptions  or  abatementa  in 
'*  Ireland,  and  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called '  Scotland,  as  circumstancea  m^y 
**  appear  from  time  to  time  to  demand,'''  than  it  did  when  the  Union  took  place; 
''  and  in  fact  it  will  appear^  that  their  respective  values  are  now  nearly  arrived  at 
«'  such  a  proportion/' 

Your  Committee  noticing  this  great  excess  of  Irish  Debt  above  the  proportion  of 
2  to  15,  as  given  by  the  calculations  of  the  present  year,  have  directed  their  attention 
maturely  to  consider,  whether  it  is  still  within  the  competency  of  the  United  Parlia* 
ment  to  declare  a  consolidation  of  the  debts  and  expenditutes  of  the  two  countries,^ 
under  the  seventh  article  of  the  Act  of  Union,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  respective 
circumstances  of  the  two  countries  will  henceforth  admit  of  their  contributing  indis- 
criminately, by  equal  taxes  imposed  on  the  same  articles  in  each,  to  the^  future  ex« 
penditure  of  the  United  Kingdom,  subject  only  to  such  particular  exemptions  or  abate- 
ments in  Ireland,  and  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  as  circomstaocca 
may  appear  from  time  to  time  to  demand. 

.  Your  Committee  are  aware,  that  any  strict. and  literal  interpretation  of  this  article, 
18  attended  with  considerable  difficulty  :  but,  construing  it  with  reference  to  whit  moat 
have  been  in  the  contemplation  of  both  Parliaments  when  this  article  waa  adopted,  aa 
most  distinctly  appears  from  the  spirit  and  from  the  context  of  the  Act  of  Union  ; 
namely,  protection  afforded  to  the  country  then  least  burthened  with  debt,  and  lesst 
able  to  provide  extraordinary  resources^  especially  by  that  most  vital  enactment, 
which  declares,  that  no  article  in  Ireland  shall  bcmade. liable  to  any  pew  or  additional 
doty«  by  which  the  whole  amount  of  duty  payable  thereon  would  exceed  the  amount 
which  will  be  thereafter  payable  in  England  on  the  like  article;  your  Committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  Parliament  having  acquired  the  right  of  declaring  a  consolidation  of 
tbe  debts  and  expenditures  of  the  two  countries,  by  the  debt  of  Ireland  having  risen 
in  a  proportion  to  that  of  Great  Britain  of  2  to  15,  still  retains  the  same  right,  not- 
withstanding that  the  Debt  of  Ireland  has  now  gone  beyoAd  the  said  prop^^rtiony  in  as 
full  and  ample  a  manner  as  if  that  right  had  been  acted  on  at  the  precise  raefment  when 
the  Report  of  1811  ascertained  their  approximation  to  within  an  hundredth  part  of  the 
larger  of  such  debts. 

And  your  Committee  further  submit,  that  additional  weight  is  given  to  the  con* 
struction  on, which  they  found  their  opinion,  by  adverting  to  the  expression,  "  larger 
of  such  debts ;"  which  cannot  have  been  used  in  any  other  sense  than  as  synenymoas 
with  British  Debt,  at  a  time  when  that  Debt  greatly  exceeded  the  relative  proportion 
of  15  to  2. 

It  remained  then  for  your  Committee  to  consider,  whether  or  not  *'  the  respective 
*^  circumstances  of  the  two  countries  would  henceforth  admit  of  their  contributing 
•\  iodiscriminately,  by  equal  taxes  imposed  on  the  same  article  in  each,  for  the  future 
•*  expenditure  of  the  United  Kingdom;  subject  only  to  such  particular  exemptions  or 
"  abateroenu  in  Ireland,  and  inthat  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  as  circom* 

stances  may  appear  from  time  to  time  to  demand/' 


tt 
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II  it  well  known  thtt  Parliament  has  not  hitherto  deemed  it  expedient  to  extend  to 
Ireland  the  most  productive  of  the  taxes  imposed  in  Great  Britain^  for  raising  by  direct 
taxation  the  supplies  within  the  year :  in  other  respects  yoor  Committee  have  found 
the  taxes  of  Ireland  not  folly  equalized  with  those  of  Great  Britain^  particnlarly  in  the 
£xcise,  where  some  important  branches  are  protected  fiom  any  increase  before  the 
year  1820,  by  the  Act  of  Union»  and  in  the  Stamps;  even  supposing  the  bills  now 
actually  in  progress  for  aogmentinff  the  latter,  to  be  passed  into  laws. 

But  on  the  other  great  heads  of  Revenue,— Customs  and  Assessed  Taxes^>— they  hate 
foond  a  very  near  approximation  between  the  rates  of  both  countries. 

And  yoor  Committee  cannot  but  remark,  that  for  several  years,  Ireland  has  ad- 
▼aoced  in  Permanent  Taxation  more  rapidly  than  Great  Britain  itself,  notwithstanding 
the  immense  exertions  of  the  latter  country,  and  including  the  Extraordinary  and- 
War  Taxes : 

The  permanent  Revenue  of  Great  Britain  liaving  increased  from  the  vear  1801, 
when  the  anoonts  of  both  countries  were  first  made  to  correspond,  m  the  pro- 
portion of  16|  to  10: 

The  whole  Revenue  of  Great  Britain,  including  War  Taxes,  in  the  proportion  of 
21^  to  10:' 

And  the  Revenues  of  I/eland,  in  the  proportion  of  2S  to  10 : 

But  in  the  twenty-four  years  referred  to  yoor  Committee,  the  increase  of  Irish  Re- 
venue has  been  in  the  proportion  of  46|  to  10. 

Under  these  circuflMtances,  it  is  manifest  that  no  practical  benefit  can  possibly  be 
obtained,  for  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  by  endeavouring  to  maintain  a  fixed 

{>roportion  of  expenditure,  when  that  proportion  has  rapidly  carried  the  Debt  of  Ire^ 
and,  from  a  state  of  great  relative  inferiority,  into  a  growing  excess  \  which  cannot 
be  met  by  any  system  of  permanent  taxation  that  would  not  violate  the  nest  solemo 
engagements..  Moreover  it  appears  to  yoor  Committee,  from  the  whole  tenour  of  the 
Act  of  Union,  and  from  the  very  circumstance  of  both  Parliaments  having  proposed 
and  aeouieseed  in  certain  guards  and  temporary  restrictions,  calculated  to  prevent  the 
toe  sodden  imposition  of  burthens  on  the  weaker  country,  before  time  had  been  allowed 
for  the  ao<|iiiBition  of  at  least  equivalent  benefits,  that  a  Union  as  strict  and  perfect 
in  matters  of  Finance  as  that  existing  between  England  and  Scotland,  to  the  extent  of  « 
consolidating  the  Treasnrles  and  the  Exchequers,  must  have  been  contemplated  by 
the  two  Legislatures. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  with  a  view  to  the  clear  advantage  of  all  parts  of  the 
Empire,  to  relieTing  Ireland  from  a  burthen  which  experience  has  proved  to  be  \f»o 
great,  and  at  the  same  time  with  the  hope  of  rendering  her  resources  more  productive; 
always  however  with  reference  to  such  particular  exemptions  or  abatements  in  Ire- 
land, and  in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  as  circumstances  may  appear 
from  time  to  time  to  demand  ;— 

Your  Committee  have  come  to  the  following  Resolution : 

Bfsolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  it  is  now  beceme  expe* 
dieot,  that  Parliament  should  take  into  consideration  so  much  of  the  Seventh  Article 
of  the  Act  of  UnioOi  as  respects  the  competence  of  Parliament,  under  certain  circum- 
stances therein  stated,  to  declare,  that  all  future  Expenditure  of  the  United  Kingdpm» 
together  with  all  interest  and  charges  of  the  joint  Debt  incurred  previous  to  such  de- 
'  clsration,  shall  be  defrayed  indiKriminately  by  equal  taxation  imposed  on  the  same 
articles  in  each ;  subject  to  such  particular  exemptions  or  abatements  ia  Ireland,  and 
in  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland,  as  circumstances  may  appear  from  time 
to  time  to  demand* 

10  Janic  1815. 
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REPORT 

7R0M  THE 

COMMITTEE  ON  LAWS  RELATING  TO  THE 
JiUNUFACTUREl  SALE,  AND  ASSIZfi  OP 

BREAD. 


Ordemi^^y  Mf  Heme  cf  Cammom^  to  teprmtml,  4  /me  1615« 


The  Committbb  appointed  to  inguiro  into  the  State  of  the  existing  Lain  which  reg«. 
late  the  Manoftctare  and  Sale  of  Br^ad,  and  whether  it  is  expediedt  to  contfinie 
the,  Assize  thereon  nnder  any  and  what  Emulations,  and  to  report  the  Matter 
Iheraof  as  it  siioald  appear  lo  ftmrn  to  the  Home,  togelhnr  wMi  llieir  Obeervm- 
tions  and  Opinion  thereupon ;  and  to  whom  the  Petition  of  seteral  Bakers  of  the 

'       City  and  Saburbs  of  the  City  of  Canterbnryt  was  referred  ;— 

Have  pfoceeded  in  pnrseaaoe  of  the  oidertef  the  Hoose,  to  enmine  and  ceespare 
the  slatele  eaUed '  Aiaisa  Ptt&ii  et  Cermisa,'  oMde  in  the  51st  year  of  llenry  S»  with 
the  ordinanoes  nmde  in  the  reign  of  Bdward  1,  the  Idth  year  of  Henry  7,  the  34«h 
ef  Elieabeth,  and  the  Book  tif  Assiie  published  b^r  Order  of  Coaactl  in  the  year  1658. 

Year  CeeiMtteafied,  that  the  Slat  of  Henrjr  S*  waa  (al  the  petitien  of  the  Baken 
of  Cofentry )  an  eaenplifieation  €€  outua  ordinanees  of  Assise  made  in  the  raign  of 
King  John,  the  purpose  of  which  appears  to  have  been  te  vegolate  the  eheiges  and 
pronu  of  Bakers;  k  being  stated,  immediately  after  the  speeftcatiott  of  the  table  of 
assize  in  the  Act,  ^  that  uen  a  baker  in  every  qoarter  of  wheat  (as  it  is  pRwed  by  tbe 
•*  KIng'a  bakers)  may  gain  Iberpenoe  and  the  bran,  and  two  leaves  for  adveatee;  for 
*'  three  serrants  three  haUpeace*  for  two  lade  one  haMpenay^  in  salt  one  halfpeiMiy. 
**  for  kneading  one  halfpennyt  for  candle  one  farthings  mr  wood  twopence,  for  lus 
"  bultel  (or  bolting)  throe  hal^Mnce,''  in  all  sixpence  ihree  forthiogs,  and  two  leeras 
for  advantage. 

Yoor  Committee  observinj^  the  allowance  thus  stated  to  be  aMule  to  the  bakaia^  was 
partly  in  money  and  partly  in  bread,  proceeded  to  examine  in  what  way  the  table  of 
assize  was  constrocted  for  the  parpose  of  ensuring  to  them  that  allowance ;  and  they 
fooadf  that  of  eight  sorts  of  bread  which  were  inclqded  in  the  table,  the  sixth  k  that 
which  has  been  called  Wheateo  Bread  in  the  sobseqnent  Assiae  Laws.  Of  this  bread 
it  is  stated  in  the  table*  '<  when  wheat  shall  sell  at  \2d.  the  qoarter,  the  laithing  loaf 
ahatt  weigh  lOL  lis.  M.^  which  weight  (u  was  nsaal  m  those  tinws)  tieiag  expressed 
in  poonds  shillings  and  pence,  your  Committee  find  to  be  the  Saxon  or  Tower  poaad» 
wUch  is  to  the  IVoy  poand,  in  the  proportion  of  15  to  16;  and  accordingly,  when  the 
IVoy  weight  was  established  in  18ih  of  Henry  8,  the  tables  of  assize  were  dely  ad- 
justed in  ihat  proportion.  Sabaeqoently,  in  ttie  13th  of  Charles  1,  when  the  Avoirde* 
pcis  weight  was  introdaced«  the  tables  were  again  adjosted  according  to  the  known 
principle,  that  7i  ounces  TVoy  equal  80  ounces  Avoirdupois. 

From  which  statement  it  is  apparent,  that  the  quantity  of  wheaten  bread  expressed  - 
an  the  Statute  by  the  denomination  of  10/.  lis.  6d.,  is  equal  io-l(y575  lbs.  Troy,  snd 
'^8*7087  lbs.  Avoirdupois;  as  one  loaf  of  this  weight  was  (o  be  sold  for  a  farthing  when  a 
quarter  of  wheat  was  at  12d.  it  follows,  that  48  such  loaves  (which  weigh  418*02  lbs. 
Avoirdupois)  was  the  exact  quantity  of  bread  which  was  to  be  sold  for  the  price  of  a 
nuarter  of  wheat;  whataVer  bread  could  be  made  from  it  over  and  above  418  Ibi.  wu 
tor  the  baker's  advantage,  and  this  is  stated  in  the  statute  to  have  been  prored,  on 
experiment,  to  have  amounted  to  two  kiaves;  and  if  these  were  peck  hmfcs^  4MibSi 


I4io«i  of  vnbMlM.braAdiiiMlho  qnuitity  otataiaadt by  the Kiagftbaken from  t qoarter 
ofwbaat. 

Your  Comniiitao  proceeded  to  exainsiie«  whether  lh»  quantity  of  bread  which  ca» 
be  made  from  »  qoarter  of  wheal,  it  tatth  aato  joitify  the  ^ore  interpretation  of  the 
Suuuie;  and  they  fouod  in  the  Beporti  of  a  Committee  of  the  Heoso  whtehmtiD 
1774^  the  detail  of  meoy  accurate  ezperimenta  upon  thainibiect;  bolyoiir  Com* 
miuoe- beg- leave  to  refer  lo  the  record  of  en  experiment  which  wu  reporledito  the 
Boiue  by  the  Gommiitee  on  the  High  Price  of  ProvirionB  in  1800,  by  wfaidi  il'ap* 
pemra,  that  the  floor  from  a  quarter  of  wheat  weigbioff  only  55  lba«  a  bathcli  and* 
dreeied  after  the  mode  now  in-  oae  fbr  preparing,  flour  mr  the  London  market*  waa 
bmted  into4S31b»«  of  wheaten  breads  ana  25  lbs.  of  booaahold  bread.  And*yoar 
C(Knmittee»  relying  confidently  i^ion  the  accnracy.  of  that  escperiment*  arethmby^ 
naturadi  tbat  when  the  baker  was  forced  to  sell  no  more  than  4ISlbe<  of  bread  ftr  tM 
price  of  aiqoarler  of  wheel,  be  really  obtained  in -snnphis  bread  the  two  loaifeafbr 
edTantage  which  the  Statote  professed  to  allow  him;  althoe^h  it  is  probable ihe bread' 
waa  not  of  qnile.so  fine  e  qosility  as  the  wheaten  brnd  new  m  Qse» 

The  money  nlkuwanoe  appears  by  ils-epeeified.  applicetion:  in  the  Statate>  to  hare 
been  for  the  pntfieseoiily  of  repaying  the  bakei^s  chaises,  for  grindmg  and  bddnm 
The  advantage  lcMwes.were  fbr  his  maintenance  and  profit;  hot  yoor  Cimmiittse  dor 
not  find,  the  mode  isexadly  specified  by  which  tbemoney  aUawnnce  waa  paid:-in 
leter  times  the  mesle  of  pay naent  waa  destfibed  at  length  in  the  book  pnblisked  by. 
Qider-of<Swneil  in  the  latter  pemof  the  reienfof  qeeen  EiiMbeth»  and  wWeb  refera' 
to  0  foiaserBeokof  Assiae  asfollasw:   <Mn  ibe  reign  of  Henry  7»  the  habere 


aUowedftweahiUingsfortheir.Qhergesin^akingtaqQafter  of  wheal  andthebsan,  a\ 

s  of 


pUmlwappeereih  in  the  said,  old  Assi»  Booki  wfaick  hath  rehlion  te  the  Statute 
winchesleri  aieresaid*  in  whieb  Assiae*Beefc  it  is^  deekured  in  what  mannar  the  said 


two  shillings  is  tobeellewed$  thattis  tesay»  wfaen^wheal  waant  Iflsn  the^earter,  the- 


baker sboordibalie^ at  14«.  theqnarier;  whenrat  14*  he iste bakeal  l(ku  the qnarter; 
as  in  thesaidfbeekisio  beseea^  and <is4efisUosr.ai«ihe same  raie.alwhat  priaeeoefer 
wheat  is  et  the  qoarter.''    As  thissnede  hae  been  in  oae  down*  le  thot  present!  tiase^ 
and  is  above  referred  to  ea  having  been  Jengestabltihndi  itrisijMrokabiy  tkat  whfeh  was 
in  the  eedieet. tiseea  edepiedb 
Yonr  Oommiltee  prpoeeded.le. trace  the  anecessive  allereliens  wkick  bed^tafceD 


place  in  these>two  tillowaiices  toi  tke  bekers#  and  with  legasd  to  tke  payment  in 


money*  they  feond  it  was  from  time  te  time*  inereased  and  altered;  in  tko'  ISMi  of* 
Henry7,  it  was  raised  to  taro  skillincs*  per  qnarter ;  end  yonr  Commiliee  beg  leave* 
te  peint  oai#  thetie  large  jMrtien  of  this  albwanee«appeaa.te  have  been  approprkited' 
to  the  baker  and  his  family,  who  by  51  of  Henry*  S»  wemfsevided  for  oy  tke  ad« 
vantage  loaves. 

"  Anne  1M5,  18  Henry  7,  and  as  the  saM  Book  of  Assine  dedanlb/'  «*  wi^n 
the  beat*  wheat  was  soM  el  7«.»  the  second  at  6s.  Qd»,  and.  tke  thwd  el  Os.*  thei 
qearteri 

The  Baker  waa  albwed.  «.    A 


'*  Furnace,  and  weed*.. 


o 

•" 

0 

♦" 

0 

5" 

0 

a" 

0 

7" 

'<  The.  Miller ^,»..^ 

<*  Twe  jonmeymearond'two  eppremisea. 

"  &klJ^yeast»caodks.and-saek  beads««..* •••^••••— •»••• 

«'  HiameU;  his  Jionm,  hismiCs^  his  dog,  end  hie  cet...«.».«....... 

In  eU..:.....*.....«.««..«......«-«,.    Q    O 

«  Andihe  Branne  teibie  ndvanlMe.'' 
Bet  aa/il64ba.  wee  still  tke  qeantky  of  breadiebeeoldisrtkeprice  of  a  qonrterol 
wk<a^  yona.CoasaMtteeare  led  te  believetkal  the^eUesranoe  in  bread 'no- longer' 
csntinoed-to  benoticedir 

Desmgiberelgneef  JaaMsl,  and  Cbarlae  I, tko/oaeney. allowance 'wm  at 6t. ;  by^ 
tbftitatolaef  Hik  of  Anne,tfae)  money. alkNranoe.wns  raised  ito  I2r.»  km  by  e  eligkO' 
error  in  the  calculation  of  the  ubies  theweight.of  bread  waa  redecedie  4l71ba^; 
•«d  as  ^his.statnte  cendnnediin  C*ce.  down.te^e  yeec  1759^  this  eceidenml  vaHation 
is»tkeoniflriowa^whichibrtbeJflng^peimd.o&dia.yeem  ioek.plncein*tke4|«antily  of 
bssid  wkick  watio  be  sold  far  tkepriee  of  nqaeiter  of  wkeei. 


caoxv]  APPENDIX,    RqmtJrmakCommkleemi4keLamraaimg     [c: 

The  Acl  of  SI  Geo.  2,  repealed  the  6th  of  Anne,  and  it  conitined  a  iabl«  of 
assize  consirocted  on  a  principle  differingr'froni  all  those  which  preceded  it ;  instieabd 
of  417  lbs.  the  bakers  were  to  sell  no  more  than  S65lbs.  of  wheaten  bread  for  tlse 
price  of  a  quarter  of  wheat,  and  52  lbs.  of  bread  were  by  these  means  added  to  afie 
two  adfanUge  loaves  originally  granted,  an  alteration  which  could  not  fail  materiftlly 
to  raise  Jthe  price  of  bread ;  and  your  committee  therefore  beg  leave  to  point  oofc  itm 
practical  result.  By  the  tableau  Bth  of  Anne,  when  wheat  was  at  84«.  and  thabaker'a 
allowance  at  12f.  the  quarter,  41bs.  5oz.  8  dr.  being  a  quartern  loaf  of  v^heaten  tMread, 
was  to  be  sold  for  one  shilling. 

By  the  table  of  Geo.  2,  when  wheat  was  equally  at  84r.  and  the  baker's  allowanoe 
at  128.  the  quarter,  the  quartern  loaf  of  wheaten  bread  was  to  be  sold  for  13^  Btst 
as  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  itself,  or  in  any  of  the  records  of  the  House,  which  yoor 
Committee  have  examined^  which  in  any  way  notices  the  important  alteration  above 
pointed  out,  your  Committee  have  no  means  of  explaining  the  grounds  on  whidi  it 
was  made. 

The  operation  of  the  law  however,  and  the  higher  price  of  bread  it  occasioned,  gave 
lise  to  much  inquiry ;  and  in  the  iSth  of  the  King,  an  Act  was  passed,  the  object  of 
which  was  to  restore  the  bread  laws  to  their  former  footing.    This  statute  contaiocd  a       | 
ra-enactment  of  the- table  of  the  8tb  Anne,  and  contained  also  specific  diractioos  for       \ 
dressing  the  flour  of  which  the  bread  was  to  be  made ;   but  as  these  directions  were       i 
in  themselves  contradictory,  and  as  the  profits  to  the  bakers  were  by  the  constmctioa        ' 
of  the  table  so  largely  reduced,  they  found  means  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  |>attiiig^ 
it  in  force  in  London,  although  an  attempt  was  made  to  do  so  in  the  year  isoo. 

Your  Committee  having  proceeded  thus  far  in  their  examination  of  the  tables  of 
assize,  by  which  according  to  the  market-price  of  wheat  (and  latterly  of  floor)  the 
price  of  bread  was  to  be  set,  proceeded  to  inquire  in  what  way  that  market»price  was 
directed  to  be  ascertained ;  and  on  this  subject  they  found  nothing  earlier  than  the 
statute  of  Anne :  therehi  it  is  directed  generally,  *'  That  the  magistrates,  in  setting 
"  the  assize  of  bread,  are  to  have  respect  to  the  price  of  grain,  meal  or  floor  whereof 
"  such  bread  shall  be  made,  shall  bear  in  the  several  public  markets.*' 

By  the  31st  of  Geo.  2,  the  magistrates  are  in  like  manner  directed  ^  to  have 
^  respect  to  the  prices  which  grain,  meal  and  flour  shall  bear  in  the  public  market;'*' 
but  it  proceeds  also  to  direct  and  empower  the  meal-weighers  of  the  City  of  London 
to  collect  the  respective  prices  the  grain,  meal  or  flour  shall,  openly  and  pobliciv  be 
sold  for  durinff  the  whole  market,  and  not  at  any  particular  times  thereof,  and  the 
returns  so  colbcted,  the  meal*weigher  or  clerk  of  the  market  was  to  give  in,  and  to 
certify  upon  oath ;  and  by  these  returns,  the  price  of  bread  continued  to  be  set  as  long 
as  the  31  St  Geo.  2  continued  in  operation. 

Your  Committee  beg  leave  in  this  place  to  point  out,  that  the  Preamble  of  the  Act 
of  Anne  contains  a  clear  definition  of  the  object  of  these  laws,  which  is  there  stalled 
to  he  '^  to  provide  for  the  observance  of  the  due  assize,  or  the  reasonable  price  of 
«<  bread,  and  to  prevent  covetous  and  evil*disposed  persons  for  their  own  giain  and 
«'  lucre  from  deceiving  and  oppressing  her  Majesty's  subjects,  especially  the  poorer 
"  sort;"  and  your  Cemmittee  are  of  opinion,  that  without  the  allowance  made  to  tbe 
bakers,  whether  it  is  in  advantage  bread  or  in  money,  or  in  both,  is  moderate  and 
reasonable;  and  further,  that  without  the  returns  which  are  obtained  of  the  pricea 
of  wheat  or  flour,  are  the  real  prices  at  which  they  are  bond  fide  sold  openly  and  in 
public  market,  the  above- defined  benevolent  intention  of  the  Legislature  cannot  be 
obtained  by  the  operation  of  the  Assize  Law;  and  your  Committee,  referring  to  .the 
detail  they' have  given  of  the  most  essential  points  in  those  laws  which  have  heretofore 
been  acted  upon,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  advantage  bread  continued  to  be 
allowed  to  the  bakers,  whilst  the  money  allowance  was  largely  increased,  and  whilst 
'the  value  of  the  surplus  bread  was  increased  also  with  its  augmented  money  price. 
Your  committee  cannot  buC  entertain  doubts,  whether  the  Assize  Laws,  even  in  their  f 
earlier  and  better  state,  ever  really  eflfiicted  their  intended  object ;  but  in  later  times, 
when  the  tablea  in  the  31st  Geo.  2  came  into  use,  your  Committee  are  founded  in 
believing  they  had  a  contrary  efiect  ^ 

Your  Committee  next  proceeded  to  examine  the  Act  of  the  37th  of  the  Kinff,  and 
tbe  subseouent  Acts  by  which  that  Act  has  been  explained  and  amended ;  and  they 
found  in  the  first  place,  that  then:  operation  is  limitea  to  the  City  of  London,  ftod  the 


czxzvii]    io  ike  Mmnifkettire,  Sale,  and  Amat  t^Sread.    Junk  6,  1815.         [ciuavili 

space  within  ten  miles  of  the  Royal  Exchange :  the  first  of  these  Acts  contains  two 
tables  of  assize,  one  for  wheat,  and  another  for  floor ;  and  it  is  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  magistrate  to  fix  the  price  of  bread  either  by  the  one  or  the  other,  as  he  may 
aoe  fit :  And  your  Committee  finding,  that  this  is  the  first  statute  which  erer  con- 
tained a  regular  floor  table,  beg  leave  to  point  out  the  course  of  this  innoTstion  in  the 
suBcient  asnae  system ;  from  the  year  1202  to  1709,  the  price  of  bread  depended 
aolely  on  the  price  of  wheat,  and  the  allowance  to  the  bakers  always  incloaed  the 
charges  for  grinding  and  bolting ;  and  by  the  ancient  custom  of  the  Isnd,  where  toll 
was  ukeo,  cTery  twentieth  grain  (or  5  per  cent,  on  the  weight  of  the  wheat)  wu 
deemed  eofficient  remuneration. 

It  was  not  until  the  8th  of  Anne  that  the  magistrates  were  directed  to  hare 
reference  to  the  price  of  floar  in  fixing  the  aisixe  of  bread ;  but  it  appears  on  the 
Joornals  of  the  House,  that  in  the  year  1735,  a  petition  was  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  Bkkers  Company,  stating  the  hardships  under  which  they  laboured,  and 
praying  that  the  assise  of  bread  might  be  set  by  the  price  of  floor.  A  committee  to 
whom  this  petition  was  referred,  reported  to  the  Hooie,  That  the  petitioners  had  fully 
proTed  the  allegations  in  their  petition,  and  recommended  the  assize  of  bread  should 
M  set  'by  the  price  of  flour ;  and  it  appears  that  a  Bill  was  brought  in  accordingly^ 
bot'the  House  did  not  proceed  therein;  the  9 1st  Geo.  2.  in  part  provided  for  Mi 
•bject,  for  it  Is  therein  directed  generally,  that  20  peck  loaves  are  to  be  made  and 
aoM  from  a^sacfc  of  280  Iba.  of  floor ;  and  by  this  direction  it  appears,  the  ma^istratea 
of  the  City  of  London  proceeded  to  fix  the  price  of  bread,  and  from  that  time  but 
little  relwence  has  been  had  Io  the  price  of  wheat.  Still,  however,  the  directions  were 
aniy  general,  until  the  37th  of  the  King  provided  a  regular  table  lor  the  purpose, 
calculated  open  the  same  principle  as  was  laid  down  in  the  former  Act ;  and  here  it 
is  loi>e  observed,  that  no  advantage  bread  was  Intended  to  be  allowed  to  the  baker,  it 
having  been  assumed  that  80  peck  loaves  is  the  whole  quantity  which  can  be  made 
from  a  sack  of  floor,  though  voor  Committee  were  informed  by  several  witnesses 
whoQB  they  examined,  that  a  larger  qvantfity  is  almost  always  made  from  it :  by  this 
table  a  money  allowance  of  llSi  8d.  per  sack  was  made  to  the  baker,  which  has  been 
sobaeqnently  increased  to  14s.  lA 

The  wheat  Ubie  diflers  but  little  from  that  in  the  precedina  Act,  though  it  has  been 
calenlated  on  the  principle  that  seven  bushels  and  a  half  of  wheat  are  equal  to  the 
price  of  a  sack  of  flour,  and  not,  as  it  ought  to  have  been,  on  the  quantity  of  bread 
which  could  be  obtained  from  a  quarter  of  wheat ;  but  the  result  is,  that  the  quaintity 
of  365  lbs.  of  bread  in  the  table  of  31st  Geo.  2,  is  increased  to  37 1  lbs. ;  by  which 
alteration  the  advantage  bread* is  reduced  to  46 lbs.  and  the  two  loaves  originally' 

£  anted ;  in  addition  to  this  there  is  a  money  allowance  of  14s.  per  quarter,  which 
i  since  been  increased  to  10s.  M«;  and  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  point  out  that 
this'som  amounts  to  more  than  Bd.  on  a  peck  loaf,  whereas  the  money  allowance  on  a 
sack'of  -flour  is  tess  than  that  amount;  the  larger  allowance  being  intended  to  cover 
the  charges  of  grinding,  whilst  the  amount  of  the  surplus  bread  would  seem  to  have 
escaped  notice;  by  either  of  these  tables,  thoogh  constructed  on  such  widely  diflferent 
principles,  the  magistrates  may  %x  the  price  of  bread ;  but  as  the  value  of  the 
allovrance  in  the  one  is  so  much  larger  than  in  the  other,  the  price  of  bread  by  the 
one  could  not  fail  to  be  greater  than  by  the  other,  if  the  charaes  for  converting  wheat 
iolo  flour  bore  the  same  proportion  to  the  price  of  a  quarter  of  wheat,  which  for  many 
centnries  they  continued  to  do  in  this  country ;  and  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  your 
Coaamittee  could  not  help  observing  with  surprise,  that  the  price  of  bread  as  actually 
set  by  the  flour  table,  was  nearly  as  high,  and  sometimes  actually  higher  than  it 
wottld  have  been,  if  aet  by  the  wheat  table. 

With  a  view  to  asceruin  the  cause  of  thisanexi^eeted  operation  of  the  law,  your 
Committee  proceeded  to  examine  the  mode  in  which  the  returns  of  flour  and  of  wheat ' 
are  now  obtained :  and  wiUi  regard  to  the  first,  they  found,  that  instead  of  the  modo 
whieb  has  been  before  pointed  out,  tho  bakers  are  now  directed  to  make  weekly ' 
ratuins*  upon  oath,  to  the  Cocket-offiee,  of  ill  flour  and  meal  which  shall  have 
respectively  been  booght  by  them  during  the  week  preceding;  and  the  price  of 
bnHsd  depends  entirely  on  the  average  of  these  returns,  as  they  most  be  acted  on  as 
trie  wkbont  they  can  be  proved  to  be  false,  whenever  the  price  of  bread  te  set  by  the 
floor  table. 


The  price3  of  wheat  od  the  oth^r  band  are  letfinu^  bft  the  M|lMr%of  i|:;  a)l.  c^m 
factora  and  dealers  beiog  directed  to  returo  tp  the  ipimswgbpfa  oC  lliO;  Cit|r  of 
London  an  account  of  all  corn  sold  by  thein  $  iin^^yiour  Cpnnilitlee.  oa^  wawiwtiw 
were  led  to  conclude  that  these  last  leturpsiar^  Q(tfiywMj)^i9ad««. 
.  It  appears  respecting  flour,  that  a  small,  poriion  onljii  ^^  what,  191  inclodad-  iss.  Stia 
bakers  returns  is  bought  and  sold  in  public  ipafket*  ami  tha|tthe.full*prici4>  bufc^ip  asv 
Tery  little  in  the  habit  of  attending  the  floor  niarifcet*  or  of«  endeavoyyipg4o,piiitf:hnr 
flour  at  the  lowest  price ;  that  they  are  for  the;  lyiost,  part  persons.  10.  iiee4ji  cunonaar 
stapcjBs,  largely  indebted  to  the  ipillers.and  flour  faqtpirs.wjtl^.whoni  tbev.deal«  apd  isi 
consequence  are  under  the  necessity  of  receiving  flou|r,frfW«theiiiat'tba  piic«.  IIm^ 
think  fit  to  put  upon  if,  provided  only  thatithe  flmar|isofi  the  b<{pt,9oalily».Md|tiie 
price  not  higher  than  that  which  is  returnediaft  the.  gfsiseral  price  ofr  thAir««|K  tm 
the  Lord  Mayor;  though  U  appears  by,  the  avideiqc^,  that  it  can  atsaU.ti«aea. ha 
purchased  for  ready  money  or  on  short.  cjp(9^it,.for,  a.  leas  pdi^.tbaa  tba  Wowa 
content  to  take  it  at.  ,  . 

That  your  Committee,  in  searching  for  tbo^cipiefiof.  thiao|iiima|  stalaof  the 
trade,  could  not  fail  to  observe,  that  the  petcoMarofieratiim.^f  tbif  aaiiae  flukaa^lks       } 
price  of  bread  exactly  to  depend  upon  and^to  varxHritl^  thatretiurned.pii^as^af  fl^mv 
and  by.  so  doing  prevents  the  bakera  (taking  thw^jiyi  aitrisda  coUac|4aeIy)ffimii  b^vjag 
apy  dire/cit  intf^eat  in  the  price  at  which  theyiRHr^hasa  flo^r,;.  f^hntafer^  pisM  thi^ 

S've  for  it  jper  sack,  that  price  is  to  be  retuRKidrto  theffp  Car ,ei^y  qvaPteniilaaffw  s .  if 
e^price.of  flour  ia  redncedi  a  simultaneous,  a|i4^xac^lyi  oorraspondHieL^eitraaia  iiS'  tte 
price  of  bread,  prevenU  the;  bakiers  from  4ar^ving  therM^U^  advanU^  by*  ilt;  baltif 
ii^  is  raised,  then  asimilar  incr^aseon  the  pric^  of.baeni  pffvants  theinifnw.baiaB 
^^09^  tq.  the smallast< loss ;  ^v^ly. whether.  tba»prica)ia  ioia;or.  hig)t»  tbeiF.oMm 
Ijisi,  ld»  Q^  sack  foi^  their  ezp<snses  in,  bahing,  apd  (id  SQ  quartern.  lQaiea,waa<al^ 
qrecisa  quantit]^  of ,  bread  they  could  at  all.tiaaea^n^e  from;.^.sapk}Of  flon^ihilf 
wqul4  ha^^  >)0  interest  whatever  in  its  general  pri^a,  eith^riQme'vMV^oK^avotber ;.  Iwl 
the  surplus  bread*  whatever  may  be  iu  amount^  vinhi^]^  th^  ca^^iina)^  abovatthpt 
auanti(y,.(and  i^  is  stated,  by,  various  p.ersQns,to  affyi;agf  *froiii  tif^  tfi  fQHKl9a>vea,)iale 
them  a  profit  in  kind,  the  value  of  which,  must  neceWfrHf  fitwraa«a<«with  the  piiieek-oC 
brc^d;  aipd  as  the.  high  price  of  flour  which  «i«^?asjoiiM  thJPiiaftraa4a».is,ia,#i0  other 
respec;^  dUadra^aaAeons  to  theba^ys,  thyy«>haf»»ae  fay.  a#tU.gyiea  waobiiioea  iiHgin^ 
in,thfihigh  price,  of  f)o;ujc ;  >P4  it  is  to  the^.operaAiQn«€yr,thts^p^ncipJ^fihpch  yfww 
Committee  atuibute  the  indi£^rence  abQUjt  the4wWa.aa-^()aa.  thetamt tytabaallte 
q^Uy  af  flouTi  for,  the  best  flour  will  ajfiay^iiDfilFe,  D|i»r%.braa4i  a«<wf)l.aa  v^t^v 
br^adj  apd  where  the.,  price  by  tt^  assiaa.if^nnMofimr  tha>seUerihaa.iio  naedetoS 
sMking  for  better  cus^^gibat  Jby  o£|firing^,vMii^f,lQAf  than.^i»Paighbai|rp. 

With'  ref^d  to  the  seller^ ,  of cflour,  youf  ComnM^tee^.  fin^ .  that  th#yiraie^  eager .te 
^is^.e  of  It  at  the  high,  prices  retiirned  taihonl^rdxAlfiyfir^  bf9tthatiinbiO|Q4eff  ta^ 

$,  it  seems  they  must.be.  co^n/^t  to  sell  09f  IomaM  diNlfr<£4iCCfd#W  a^dmanysoC 
^0^  haye  recourse  to  becoming  proprietors^  orbs)(sh9i?«a<!«  ejp^icarqriQff.OB.thB 
hakin^r  tra^e,  Q|f^,their,AWA(a9/poui|t.by  mean^.o(.jo9ni#ymefv  tc^  obtaiiaM^Jeiasea«oC 
bakers  hpusei,  eocojuuragiieg  ^ourn^ypien.to  set.  ujpy for^haniMves,  and  tQi^ying  laiyi^ 
spj9Asii^r.tbe  goodTwUl  o^i  bakers  booses.  T^Ov  frequanpy»  ol  theie»  pracMcaaJBai«iik 
some.ffle^ure,divi4.e4.tb^  ticade,  as  those  wh^incMKithf  ris|Matteiidant:theifpn,.eweea 
and  obtain  th^  high  p^i^e  which  they  agree  aeiongst <oneran(9>h»g  ^to^  charga  far  fleww 
wbilst  o,thers  who  sell  for  money  in  a  regijd^i^.waff  a;^  canjifn^iWitih^a/lQtweifpiiter 
and  latterly  it  haif  led, to. the  estaMishment  of  .n^meioiff^ahpp^jn.which.bread  Miltl& 
below  the  assiife  prices  and  your  Commit|efi  are,  informed*  .that t  these  abe^.am 
enabled  to  go  on  chiefly  by  the  low  price  a)^,vi^icl^, flpar  ia^to.be  bqnchl^ hy.pe'wua 

ntth. capital,  th<nig|i  spm^.of  them  appf^.t<^  dariaa. advantage  frnm  aeUing for., reedy 

And  your  CoinmiMe^r  h^,  l^five.  to  pQin|H»nl«  Thattthffyhfgh  pfiioea  which.  aM 
reM^ned  to  t)ip  jCofi^iftitQflica,  are^fifrth^  InfliMnf nd»  by.  thia/oUnPiQgioiw>«MlaMai  s 

ist.  That  It,  is.;h|D  pra<^icf9  oK  soma  bak^rl9i.r^m  ^knv^  .purehaeee.of  .fleor  aa 
a  full  credit  prjic^  M^fHJgh.  they  snhAsqnenMx  obMuv  an,,  aUAwanaa*  fer.  prompti 

payment  in  tb^  shafts  o?  dwounir 

2d\y^  That  jo^ucJi  floar  is  returned' at  a^ighMrpncaMia^'ithnl  at 
chased. 
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Sdly.  Tbtt  mach  low-priced  flour  is  omitted  to  tbe  returns  altogether. 

That  yoar  Coinniitlee,  for  tbe  foregoing  reasons,  being  led  to  beltere  that  the  aisiflfo 
price  or  bread  in  London  is  higher  than  if  no  assise  had  ever  existed,  urere  farther 
confirmed  in  that  opinion  by  information  which  they  prepared  from  Manchester,  Bir- 
mingham, Neweastle,  Bath,  and  Lewes,  in  which  places  they  were  infbrmed  no  assixb 
was  set';  and  they  foond  in  all  of  them  the  prices  both  of  flour  and  bread  haTe  been 
lower  than  in  London,  though  it  does  not  appear  that  wheat  has  been  cheaper. 

Yoor  Committee  then  thought  it  their  doty  to  consider  how  Air  it  might  be  possfbU 
to  frame  an  Assise  Lsw,  the  operation  of  Which  shoold  be.  free  from  the  foregoing 
objections ;  and  with  regard  to  the  first  and  main  objection,  namely ;  That  tinder  aii 
SMsise  it  is  of  no  impohance  to  the  bakers  whether  the  price  of  flour  ts  kiw  or  high  ; 
yoor  Committee  are  of  opinion  thai  this  evil  is  inherent  in  the  natore  of  an  assise,  and 
most  exist  in  any  statute  which  could  be  devised :  but  with  regard  to  the  others,  ae 
the  Committee  found  the  returned  prices  of  wheat  were  correct,  they  inquired  into 
the  expediency  of  setting  the  assise  of  bread  by  them,  and  they  found  on  the  part 
of  the  bakers  a  settled  repugnance  to  any  such  arrangement;  ana  it  was  also  repre* 
sented  to  your  Committee,  that  the  quality  of  wheat,  and  consequently  the  quantity 
of  bread  which  can  be  obtained  from  it,  varies  so  materially  from  year  to  year,  and 
from  place  to  place,  that  no  average  quality  could  be  fixed  on  by  which  to  form  a 
table,  which  would  not  in  fa? ourable  seasons  -leaTO  to  the  baker  far  too  large  a  profit 
in  surplus  brmid,  and  in  others  (such  as  the  present)  misdtt  even  compel  him  to  sell 
more  bread  ibr  the  price  of  a  quarter  of  wheat  than  could  possibly  be  made  from  it; 
whilst  at  all  times  it  could  not  fail  to  giro  the  bakers  an  inducement  to  buy  none  but 
the  finest  and  most  product!? e  wheats,  and  materially  to  discourage  the  sale  of  those 
of  lower  qualitv ;  and  it  wu  further  represented,  that  the  wheat  rMims  are  subject 
to  frequent  and  sodden  ▼ariatioos,  from  tbe  demsiid  at  one  market  happening  to  be 
for  the  best,  and  at  another  solelv  for  inferior  wheats.  For  which  reasQus  your 
Committee  are  led  to  conclude,  that  no  benefit  is  likely  to  result  from  any  mode 
which  could  be  resorted  to  in  London,  of  fixing  the  assise  of  bread  by  the  price  of 
wheat. 

Your  Committee  next  inquired  how  far  it  might  be  possible  to  obtain  true  returns 
-of  the  price  of  flour;  and  they  found  by  including  the  whole  of  the  sales  now  made 
in  open  marset,  and  by  compelling  the  sellers  of  floor  tp  make  the  return  and  not  the 
bakers,  that  some  improTement  might  be  made;  but  as  the  greater  part  of  the  floor 
consumed  in  London  is  disposed  of  to  the  bakers  on  long  credit,  in  the  way  before 
described,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  no  returns  of  those  purchases,  whether 
OMde  by  buyer  or  seller,  could  very  materially  diflier  from  the  imperfect  returns  at 
present  obtained :  and  with  regard  to  the  frauds  which  your  Committee  were  assured 
are  now  practised  in  making  the  returns  of  the  prices  of  flour,  the  inducement  to  have 
recourse  to  them  under  any  regulatious  of  assise  must  be  so  strong,  and  the  difficulty 
of  detection  so  great,  that  your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  no  enactment  could 
arail  entirely  to  prevent  them :  and  generally,  with  regard  to  fixing  the  assise  of 
bread  by  the  price  of  floor,  your  Committee  beg  leave  to  point  out,  tnal  no  benefit 
can  be  expected  to  result  from  it,  beyond  thitt  of  fixing  a  rate  upon  the  labour  and 
profits  of  the  bakers,  whikt  the  miller  and  meatmen  must  be  \th  wholly  without  any 
control;  and^your  Committee  are  distinctly  of  opinion,  that  more  benefit  is  likely 
to  result  from  the  eflftcts  of  a  free  competition  in  their  trade,  than  can  be  expected 
to  result  from  any  regulations  or  restrictions  under  which  they  could  possibly  be 
plsced. 

Your  Committee  being  thus  led  to  conclude,  that  any  remedy  to  the  evils  arising 
from  the  assise  could  hardly  be  brought  about  by  an  alteration  in  tbe  law,  beg  leave 
also  to  jpoint  out,  that  tbe  coqipetition  which  has  arisen,  even  under  the  discourage- 
ment  ot  an  assise,  has  already  removed  a  psrt  of  the  evil ;  and  your  Committee  are 
of  opinion,  that  if  the  trade  was  thrown  open  by  the  repeal  if  the  Assise  Laws,  It  would 
have  the  c^ct  of  gradually  drawing  pmons  with  capiul  into  it,  of  dimioishioff  the 
waste  of  labour  and  unnecessary  subdivision  of  profits,  which  appear  by  the  evidence 
at  present  to  exist. 

That  your  Committee  have  found  an  opbion  to  be  extremely  prevalent,  that  Assise 
Laws  operate  beneficially  as  measures  of  police,  and,  by  removing  from  the  bakers  to 
the  magistrate  all  responsibility  for  the  price  of  bread,  ensure  when  that  price  is  high 
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ihe  traDquillity  of  the  Metropolis.  But  your  Committee  could  not  fiod  that  any  dti- 
torbancet  bad  arisen,  pr  were  at  all  apprehended  from  the  snipenaion  of  the  assise  k 
the  populous  towos  of  Birmingham,  Manchester,  and  Newcastle ;  and  are  of  opioioi^ 
that  the  value  of  the  Assise  Maws  in  |his  point  of  view  is  so  secondary,  as  not  to  coon* 
terbalance  the  e? ils  apparently  resulting  from  them. 

That  your  Committee  thoaght  it  their  doty  to  examine  the  Act  of  the  53d  of  Geo.3 ; 
and  they  observe  generally,  with  regard  to  that  Statute,  that  it  has  been  so  short  a 
time  in  operation  as  not  at  tbis'moment  to  be  duly  judged  of,  though  it  cannot  fail  to 
be  liable  to  the  general  objections  which  your  Committee  have  pointed  oat  as  appli- 
i;able  to  all  Assize  laws. 

Finally,  Your  Committee  came  to  the  following  Resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  That  it  is  expedient  that  the 
^read  Assize  Laws  for  the  City  of  London,  and  within  ten  miles  of  the  Royal  Ex- 
change, should  be  forthwith  repealed. 

^Jmc  1815. 
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